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FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION AMONG THE FRIENDS OF

THE ARABIAN MISSION 
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For many years this publication has been sent to friends and suppor
ters of the Arabian Mission. Except for occasional rather casual com
ment we know very little of the impression made by the paper. It 
will be most helpful to the editor and to the missionaries who contri
bute, if we may have some frank comments from our readers.

Please send these in any form which you like to F. M. Potter, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. To give you an idea of some of the 
questions in our minds a simple questionnaire follows, which may 
guide you in sending in your comments. A resume of these answers 
will be sent to Dr. Harold Storm, Field Editor, who has been doing a 
fine job  in Arabia, suggesting subjects and getting our missionaries 
to send in articles.

The publication of Neglected Arabia is itself a wonderful piece of 
cooperation. There is no subscription price. No one receives any 
payment for writing or for editing and for many years the magazine 
has been printed free of charge as a contribution toward the work in 
Arabia by Friesema Bros, of Detroit. Will not the "gentle reader” 
perform this bit of cooperation by sending us helpful suggestions? 
All will be studied with interest; do not be disappointed if all sugges
tions cannot be carried out.-—-Editor.

QUESTIONNAIRE
1. Do you approve the printing of Neglected Arabia as it is being done 

at the present time?
2. Would you like to see the title changed? If so, what do you prefer?
3. Would you approve changes in the cover design to make it appear 

a little more modern?
4. Do you receive your copy or copies in the correct quantity and at 

the correct address?
5. Do you have any suggestions as to content, time of appearance, 

general make-up of thè magazine? Is there any particular subject 
you would like stressed within the next year?

6. How do you use the magazine? If you order it in quantity, how 
are the extra copies distributed? Is the material used for republi
cation in other pieces of literature? Is the material used as a basis 
for programs on Arabia?

7. Have you any suggestions as to distribution? Are there individuals 
or groups not receiving Neglected Arabia who should be put on the 
mailing list?
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“ If this work be of men it will come to nought 
BUT

IF it be of God ye cannot overthrow it.”
Edited by Rev. Dirk Dykstra, D. D.

J"Jke $cLcharoundg,roum

For the world at large the year 1947 has been a year of frustration 
in its plans for the advance of peace. China’s civil war, Russia’s in
transigence, India’s freedom for reciprocal massacres, and Palestine’s 
partition into two armed camps are but a few of the unfavorable 
aspects of the year’s history. But in this year of strain and stress the 
mission work in Arabia has been carried on in an area of comparative 
quiet, although the Arabs are torn by violent reactions, whether they 
contemplate the struggle between Arab and Jew or between Moslem 
and Hindu.

The year has been one of many opportunities; both geographically 
and intellectually the field of influence has been expanded. Doors 
are wide open for the enlarging of our effort. In the Oman district 
missionaries can move about unhindered, and the people continue to 
be hospitable and friendly. Their main complaint is that we do not 
come often enough to their homes, their hamlets or their villages. As 
to the Mission’s aim to occupy the interior of Arabia, the semi-per
manent tours to Qatar, Hassa, Nejd and the Hejaz offer some hope 
that a permanent residence may be effected in the not too distant 
future. In Iraq the situation is somewhat obscure, for while in the 
Amarah district touring seems to be discouraged, in Nasiriya there is 
a great demand that the Bible shop, closed for years, should be reopened. 
We speak and write not only of open doors, but of open minds as well. 
Aside from the uppercrust intelligentsia whose minds are wholly oc
cupied with world trends and national aspirations, there is a large 
segment of the population which is waking up out of the torpor of 
ignorance and superstition and often has time and inclination to 
listen to spiritual news and discussions.

But hand in hand with this awakening to the value of our message 
on the part of some, there is an awakening on the part of others that 
makes for the spirit of opposition and obstruction. In areas like Iraq 
and Kuwait this attitude stems from an awakened patriotism closely
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allied to an Islamic nationalism. This has been in evidence for a num
ber of years, but has now been greatly aggravated by the Palestine 
problem, and especially by the part the U.S. government has taken 
in the quarrel. In Bahrain some fighting and much looting took place

protest against the partition of Palestine. In Muscat a combination 
of rabid Palestinianism and Moslem fanaticism has temporarily closed 
the Mission school that has been in existence for nearly fifty years. 
At this writing the Sultan has not yet given his final judgment in the 
matter. The Indian situation does not seem to have occasioned much 
repercussion in any of our stations.

The activities of the Mission have continued to be evangelistic, 
educational and medical. By means of Sunday services, Sunday 
schools, morning prayers and weekday meetings, a knowledge of 
Christian truth as found and exemplified in the Bible is spread abroad 
among a growing number of those who attend our religious services, 
are pupils in our schools, or visit our clinics and our hospitals. All our 
work has an evangelistic purpose, but the evangelistic missionary 
finds his time fully occupied with direct evangelistic effort, to “ preach 
the Gospel in season and out of season.”

First we cull from various reports items regarding the opposition. 
In Amarah the main opposition comes from “ the more educated, who 
are exposed to the constant stream of propoganda in the press and radio, 
and feel intensely. It is surprising how little impression the suffering 
of millions of fellow Moslems in North India makes on the people here, 
while milder evils which threaten the Arabs of Palestine arouse the 
most bitter feelings. Young Iraqi students have told me that America 
has lost every bit of respect it had in Iraq because of its advocacy of 
the Palestine partition plan. This is rather strange because Jews in 
Palestine threw bombs into the American Consulate there for the very 
same reason.”

“ In Kuwait there is today one main interest. It is not nationalism, 
it is not religion, it is money, solely and entirely. Allah remains the 
talk, but money is the goal and end of all, and of course, the oil company 
is the Great Benefactor. The oil company, financial success and 
Things are the new life for the Kuwaiti. Until a level of normalcy is 
reached of the Bahrain proportion, I do not predict much evangelism 
can be expected.” While the opposition in Muscat was ostensibly 
directed against the school, it soon became apparent that the purpose 
was not so much to close the school as to curtail our evangelistic efforts 
both in the school and outside the school. While the school was forcibly

during the three day strike the Arabs of the Near East observed to
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closed by government orders, all the conversation and all the arguments 
were directed against the evangelistic work. “ The opposition stems 
from at least three sources. One is religious. A statement was made 
that all who work for us and with us become Christians. Another 
was that too many people are coming to our meetings and that the 
work should be curtailed. This is not a rumor, but was made at the 
Arab club in the presence of a British official. It may be well to note 
here that the present Minister of the Interior with whom we have to 
do is a very bigoted Moslem and a ruthless administrator, and he has 
his spies all about us to spy out what we are doing and who they are 
that come to us.’ ’

Next, as to the w'ork done, the reports mention the continued use 
of the old methods of evangelism and the introduction of new means 
and instruments. In Amarah “ our regular work consisted of conduct
ing the Arabic services on Sunday and leading the chapel services on 
weekday mornings. When there were sufficient numbers at the hospital 
clinic, we conducted prayers there too. Also, the inpatients are visited 
regularly.” Among the women “ the work continued along the same 
lines as last year, featuring the morning clinic prayers, vists with the 
inpatients, with readings where suitable.’ ’

In Basrah “ the main burden of this work was carried by the'col- 
porteur. His Bible shop located in the Boys’ School library and right 
on the main road and of easy access, is still separated enough from’ the 
main current of traffic to allow quiet and serious conversation, and for 
this reason is visited by those who definitely desire to talk on spiritual 
matters. He spends one or two days a week in the bazaars and visits 
neighboring villages. M y own activity was limited in the men’s evan-

new

INTERIOR OF THE CHAPEL A T  K U W A IT
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gelistic work to receiving visitors who came in gratifying numbers to 
my home." As to the women's work there, “ we have been fortunate 
this year in having two of us on the job. One can keep the club work 
going, but the program is limited when this must be done. This year 
we have been able to organize much more effectively. Tuesday club 
continues to consist of older girls who have learned our ways in the 
Thursday and Wednesday Clubs. The healthy competition between 
the four patrols has added zest to their games, and given an incentive 
toward greater attempts at neatness, good behaviour, singing and 
reciting. Our Wednesday group is now organized into patrols, giving 
the students more interest in organized play and the other parts of 
the program. There are a number of village girls in this club and we 
have made new friends by calling in villages where we have not been 
before. But nothing equals the absorbing interest and experience of 
working with the crowds of little girls who come to us on Thursdays. 
They are so hopeful, so eager, and in most cases so responsive. They are 
thrilled with the lantern pictures at Christmas and proudly bring their 
mothers to the sewing exhibit held in the spring. The Thursday 
mejlis for women with its informal meeting when we sing, read and ex
plain, continues summer and winter. Our program of calling is as 
extensive as our time permits.’ ’

Kuwait Station routine includes the réintroduction of old friends, 
or the introduction of inquirers and the news of their progress. Another 
possibility is to interpret the trend of thought of the city in relation 
to the missionary effort. An evangelistic report reflects upon the padre 
and every member of the station and cannot help but create a disturb
ingly honest inquiry into the heart of every member. “ What have I 
done and succeeded in doing even for all my w'orks to bring people to 
Jesus? Leading people to the light is the end of works, and in the light 
of that question and answer one finds it difficult or not difficult to write 
such a report. The weekly routine includes daily prayers for staff 
and friends, daily clinic prayers in hospitals, Wednesday night prayer 
meetings, three Sunday services and distribution of Christian literature 
and Bibles.’ ’

£vang.eiism  in BA rain
"The Evangelist is first a pastor to the Christian community. 

Bahrain's church of five families should have and expect to have the 
personal attention of a pastor who visits among them regularly and 
advises them well. Then the evangelist is both pastor and father to 
the orphanage. The evangelistic work outside the church begins at 
the hospital. Clinic talks are given every weekday morning, usually 
by the colporteur. Tracts and Bibles are sold by him daily in the clinic 
and in the hospital itself. In addition to my private talks with the men 
I have brought to them the new Christian slides which we have ob
tained from America. The only time when I am asked to bring a
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definitely Christian message again and again is when I bring it by 
means of these slides. The Bible shop has continued as a fairly useful 
means of contacting the effendi and merchant class. We have made 
trips out to the villages several times and have seen the conditions 
there with the opportunities they present. The second phase of our 
activity is with the English speaking Indian Christians. Some one 
hundred and fifty Indians depend on us for their spiritual fellowship 
and guidance. The third phase of our work is our contact with the 
Americans in the oil companies. The Aramco community of over one 
thousand Americans depends on the Roman Catholic priest of Bahrain 
and myself for its religious services. The priest visits the mainland 
every fortnight. I have been visiting Dhahran and Ras Tanura for 
church services and church school programs on the first Friday of 
every month.”

Another writes of the woman’s work in Bahrain, ‘ ‘ It is with a feeling 
qf great pleasure that I think back over the past year. That does not 
mean that I have had the satisfaction of doing great things; it has been 
rather a day by day living and sharing the good things God has given

The story of the evangelistic work in Muscat begins with the activi
ties on the Lord's day. The Sunday School begins at eight o ’clock. 
This is now organized into seven classes, with five of the Christian 
group helping with the teaching. A class for women is held after the 
morning service. The average attendance for all classes is between 
sixty-five and seventy for nine months of the year. During the three 
summer months when most of the children are away in the gardens, 
the attendance is very small. The morning church service is well at
tended and the audience usually fills the enlarged chapel. Recently 
there was a record attendance of ninety-eight, missionaries excepted. 
“ In the afternoon we have an open air service on the hospital veranda 
at Matrah and at 5 o ’clock we hold a service in the English language 
in our chapel. We close the Lord’s day with praise and prayer services 
held separately in Muscat and Matrah. The weekday meetings are 
morning prayers, a Monday afternoon meeting for Christian instruc
tion and a sunset prayer meeting on Wednesday for converts and 
inquirers.”

ome tanaible resultò

A word as to the results of these activities. In Amarah there is the 
story of Ajila, the Christian leper girl. She lives out in the marshes, 
but comes to the station on Easter and Christmas and attempts to 
make tri-monthly visits. In Basrah former pupils of the boys’ school 
were all unanimous in acknowledging the debt they owe to the Christian 
instruction they received in the school . Two former pupils have given 
every indication of being earnest disciples of Christ. Due to their

me.
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employment in government circles, it is difficult to give details, but 
they are living witnesses to the power of the Gospel.

In Kuwait Esa is getting older and his eyesight is not improving, 
but he remains constant in his worship and service. In Bahrain the 
family circle suffered a severe loss in the sudden death of Mirza, the 
blind convert who was married to Miriam. The way in which Miriam 
and the others mourned his death “ not as those who have no hope” , 
was proof positive of the firmness of their faith.

“ One Indian came to our home soon after we arrived in Bahrain. 
He was a Moslem from Amritsar. He had asked representatives of 
all the religions he knew why they preferred their faith. He asked me 
to tell him why I thought Jesus Christ was right. He was baptized 
before the English speaking congregation at the end of July.” In 
Bahrain also Medinah, who had been in the Mission employ for so 
long, made her confession of faith and was baptized. Fatimah Yem- 
enieh witnessed many times to her faith in Christ as Saviour. At the 
time of her death from cancer in the autumn she was laid to rest in 
the Mission cemetery.

One Sunday afternoon in Muscat a communion service in both Arabic 
and English was offered to the people. There were twenty-four com
municants, of whom thirteen were converts from Islam and two from 
Hinduism. There were four missionaries, three children of mission
aries and two Britishers. “ Two of our converts have left for other 
parts. Two women, baptized two and four years ago, have left us 
and gone back, one due to insincerity, she never having left Islam. 
The other went back to the immoral life that Islam allows. There 
is a man in the government employ some four hundred miles away 
in a place difficult to reach. He professes Christianity and from an 
occasional outside informer we learn that he holds readings from the 
Gospel in his house. He was here some three years ago and came to 
us to arrange for Christian instruction. Both he and his wife came under 
instruction. Of the others who meet with us there is a woman who 
has been ready for baptism for quite a while, but she is severely threat
ened by her brother. Besides these there are eight other known seekers, 
either secretly so, or w'ho have to some degree begun to witness to 
their faith. One young woman has asked for Bible lessons. She was 
a pupil in our school for some years and is now assistant teacher. 
Then, last of all, there are eight young men, ex-pupils, who are at the 
cross-roads. All show a measure of interest; all alternately give us 
hope or disappointment; all are cautious and fearful. The pull of the 
old and the known, and the influence of family and friends are all 
strong. Pray for them.”

A missionary of the Basrah Boys’ School wonders how' the school 
looks to outsiders. “ The school plant is unsuitable, or is not all it 
might be; our equipment is inadequate; our classes are small com
pared to many other schools; the students are poor and, one would 
infer from examination results, also mentally inferior. When we
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returned to the field a year ago after having been away on furlough 
we got perhaps a first faint glimpse of what a stranger might see. A 
school inspector recently saw a few more things of which he did not 
approve. He found our teaching staff inadequate; he found some 
of the teachers not fully qualified; he walked into one of my classes 
while I was absent for a minute or two and found the open Gospel 
in front of all the students— Moslem, Christian, Jew and Sabean 
alike; he found that we had school on Friday, the offiical Moslem weekly 
holiday, but were closed on Sundays. Now, we cannot fully ignore 
these criticisms, but we do not fully grant their validity either. They 
are the kind of criticisms that a man would make who is not acquainted

DATE PACKING ON THE BANKS OF THE 
TIGRIS NEAR BASRAH

with the policies and traditions that have grown up around a Mission 
institution. We consider them more as compliments than otherwise. 
It is true that our school is filled with poor boys. They are the under
privileged whom a short-sighted official policy neglects, but unless 
they are rightly handled they form a fertile field for all kinds of dis
satisfaction and anti-social activity. To us they are the most prom
ising, for they know they will have to live by their brains and qualifica
tions and not by pull. As for the open Bible in school we thank God 
every day that we still have the opportunity and privilege of teaching 
Christianity to these boys, if not with official approval, at least with 
official permission. We keep on trying to follow our policy of not 
merely doing what others are doing, but doing more, or doing what 
others-are not doing.”

This is illustrated by two activities on the school compound which 
are not primarily Mission projects but are under the.eye of the Mission. 
One is the Union Athletic Club which has filled a definite need and the 
other is the night school. A group o f government school teachers 
clubbed together and organized a night school for men that work during 
the day. They used the local government school. When they wanted 
to reopen after the vacation they were told that since they were not 
officially a government school, they had no right to use the equipment.
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So they applied to the Mission to use their buildings. Now more than 
three hundred students and their teachers are making use of the 
Mission buildings. These students, from every stratum of society, are 
getting used to coming to the Mission and are becoming familiar w ith 
the work done which is all to the good.

W l a L r l a  a n d  m arriage interfere
In the Basrah Girls’ School the year has been much like other years 

with malaria and marriage interfering with the attendance. Some 
of the big girls have been hurried into matrimony, in spite of the fact 
that they pled to be allowed to finish the year. “ The day of freedom 
of choice has not yet dawned for our Moslem girls, some of whom 
were not allowed to enter school in childhood and come to us at fifteen 
years of age, for a few terms only. The Bible lessons are popular, 
but since the majority of the pupils have not reached the thoughtful 
stage, it is difficult to tell how much Christian teaching has really 
influenced them. A few former students have come back for books, 
and they love to recall the Gospel stories while the Christmas festivities 
are among their happiest memories.”

The neighborhood of the Bahrain Girls’ School came in for a great 
deal of the feeling aroused against the J ews because of the partitioning 
of Palestine. Homes and shops in the bazaar were broken into and 
looting was the order of the day. Two of the teachers lived near the 
school and were fairly safe. A hospital student nurse hunting up the 
homes of three of the other teachers, found the places empty and 
looted. There are six Jewish teachers and two Moslem. How would 
the teachers like going back to teach Arab and Persian girls after their 
brothers or fathers had been looted in their homes or shops? But with 
all these disturbing influences ten girls, six Moslem and four Jewish 
received diplomas for completing satisfactorily six grades of work.

In Muscat the great heat in the summer time takes the pupils away 
and activities are limited to the other meetings and services. By the 
end of September school is opened again and was in full swing October 8 
when the staff was stunned by a letter from the secretary to the Sultan 
asking whether the school had government permission to open. This 
order had gone through just as the missionaries left on furlough and 
so they knew nothing about it, nor had they received a copy of the 
official order. And so after fifty years of existence the authorities 
were asking that the school be closed. A bigoted Minister of the 
Interior used the order as a pretext to curtail the work as too many 
people were attending the Mission meetings and as a result too many 
were becoming Christians. As the Sultan was absent at the time the 
matter was referred to him. The missionaries wrote to him, too, 
stating their position and the whole thing settled down to a period of 
waiting and praying that the outcome would be favorable.

*3n the $tep5 o f  the Cjreat J d ea fer
In Amarah the Mission had the great pleasure of continuing to lay 

the foundations for much needed surgical work. Their particular
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efforts have been in the direction of eye surgery although hernias 
and other ailments have received their share of attention too. In 
all the hospital work the workers are looking toward greater coopera
tion and less competition with the local practitioners and the govern
ment doctors. “ During the past year the government surgeon and I 
exchanged our services numbers of times to our mutual pleasure and 
benefit. The peculiar layout of the hospital made me feel like a spider 
sitting expectantly at the center of his web, with the women flies 
coming at me from one side and the men flies from the other to be 
jabbed, stabbed or filled up with poisonous tasting medicines. Most 
of these flies escaped again to the outside, but some were wrapped 
up and bundled upstairs to be cut up and digested at our leisure that 
was to us the pearl of great price. We have been at considerable pains 
and expense during the past year to stock the hospital with drugs 
and supplies. There were endless delays in the importation of these 
drugs and supplies. We submit that the possibilities for the develop
ment of the work in Amarah are excellent. But if it is once closed 
for any considerable time its reestablishment by us or by any other 
mission group would in all probability be rendered difficult if not im
possible."

It has been many centuries since Peter said to the lame man, "Silver 
and gold have I none, but what I have, that I give thee. In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise and walk." In this same spirit and the 
desire to meet the medical and spiritual needs of the people, the miss
ionaries today are doing their work. "D o  the Arabs recognize and see 
the wonderment and blessing of healing? They do as they themselves 
experience it, and that is the reason they continue to flock to our hos
pitals and partake of ‘Christian 'medicine. Nothing is more rewarding 
than to hear a mother with a beaming face say after receiving a day 
or two of treatment for her child, ‘We thank God and you.’ Joy stirs 
within us and we also say with the Arabs, ‘Praise God.’ The Arabs 
do not like to sleep in the hospital and would rather come to clinic 
each morning for treatment. They still need to be taught the advan
tages of hospital care. We actually have room for only six inpatients 
on the women’s side of the Amarah hospital, although in good weather 
we make use of all available space and place them on the verandas 
also.”

^Jhe J d o ly  •Spirit c a d i a n d  dudtaind
“ Let no man despise thy youth.” How often these words of Paul 

came to the minds of the workers in the M en’s Hospital in Kuwait 
during the year. “ We never once thought the grass was greener on 
the other side of the fence. We had all the greenness on our side, 
such as inexperience in our work, ignorance of the ways of the people, 
and inadequate knowledge of the real nature of our task. We reasoned, 
however, that the same Holy Spirit that calls people to a work must 
also sustain and guide them in that work. This we found to be true. 
Many a night as we retired the truth of this statement inspired inward 
peace. We felt led to this work of our Father’s Kingdom and felt 
inspired and sustained by his Holy Spirit in His own work. We have
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KING IBN SAOUD ENTERTAINING AMERICAN GUESTS

been unable to do much in the way of evangelistic work, but we have 
tried to apply the principles of Christian living to our hospital work. 
That the Arab mind knows nothing of the equality of man is known 
to you all. The ruling and the rich seem to feel justified in demanding 
care before and in preference to the poor. We could not give in to 
their wishes and be true to our Bible. We therefore started seeing 
patients in the order in which they came to the hospital. A few pro
tested violently and threw their chits on the desk and left. Others 
responded to the simple question, ‘Are we not all the same before God ?” ’ 

One of the great encouragements of the year was the coming of a 
friend of one of the inpatients who said that he loved Christ and wanted 
to pray to Him. He went to the Bible shop and talked with the col
porteur about Christianity. He came to clinic prayers every day for 
a long time and took a copy of one of the Gospels to read. May his 
interest continue.

In the Kuwait Women’s medical work things have been accomplished 
in the spirit of Martha, not Mary. “ There has been a great deal of 
hustle, and much done, but little time given to quiet contemplation 
and personal conversations. Perhaps that is why we come to another 
year empty handed and no souls committed to the Lord. It makes 
me wonder if the methods are right, and if not what to do about it.” 

Their day starts with Arabic prayers in the chapel. This is followed 
by visits to the inpatients. The yearly total of inpatients amounted 
to 465, with an average stay of eight and a half days. It is the best 
way to get intimately acquainted with the people. Then there is a
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little talk with the women about the first and primary teaching o f 
Christianity. This has to be very simple for most of the patients have 
never been to school or outside the walls of their houses.

“ The problems we face in the new year is to plan the building of a 
home for nurses. The other thing is to find new and more helpers, 
nurses, and a teacher or another evangelist to work among the women 
to explain and interpret what we are trying to do.’ ’

D .le  E a k  rain s 4 r a b  an d k  id hoApitai
In Bahrain the friendliness of the people seems more warm and 

cordial than ever. The Palestine question has agitated the minds of 
the people, but it has not affected our own position at all. The volume 
of work called for from the missionaries has diminished somewhat. 
Most of the inpatients come from outside, Persia and from Nejd. 
The hospital is an evangelistic agency too. The doctors in charge 
spend fifteen minutes to a half hour in prayer with different little 
groups of the patients and their friends. All in all the volume of work 
for the year has been large. New patients numbered 27,603 and total 
treatments came to 98,128. The surgical advance for the year has 
been in the tuberculosis ward. A branch of the Mason Memorial 
Hospital has been established in the Qatar. A large part of the ex
penses of this work is being carried by the ruling Sheikh of that place. 
Qatar is on the mainland, and the influence that will go out from that 
place may reach far.

x  to the interior
For years the Mission has looked forward to the occupation of Interior 

Arabia. In the Field Report Number 3, (1892) we read, “ If the Arabian 
Mission is to be true to its name and purpose it must occupy Arabia.” 
Fifty-four years later the Mission passed the following resolution: 
‘That the Mission reiterates its purpose to occupy Arabia.’ Fortified 
by this resolution of the Mission we set out January 10, 1947 for the 
interior. One and one half months were spent in Hassa, four in Riadh, 
and two and a half months in Taif. The king definitely asked that 
this tour be repeated every year. The crown prince went further and 
expressed his desire to have a hospital like Mason Memorial in Riadh. 
A special bit must be added about the women’s work on the tour. 
The women’s clinics in Hassa, Riadh and Taif were frantic mobs of 
women struggling to get in for treatment. We treated women of royal 
blood, their slaves, and on down the social scale to the Bedouin crawl
ing with vermin. We feel that this tour has brought us close to a 
realization of the aims of the Mission. The prayers of fifty years are 
being answered.”

1̂/]ore ótepó forw a rd
A much needed building is ready for use at the women’s hospital in 

Bahrain. There are nine private rooms, some with private baths. 
There is a spacious delivery room, light and airy. There are wide
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verandas on which patients can sleep in the summer, private kitchens 
and over the entire two-story building, a flat roof with a parapet which 
delights the women. The new and old parts of the hospital are con
nected. Operative cases can have rooms in either place and the air- 
conditioned room will be available for any patient that needs it. 
“ We have used our new strip film projector in the Women’s Hospital. 
Colored slides of the life of Christ, the Prodigal Son and the Good 
Samaritan open up a new world to some of the women. Very few of 
our patients can read. We read to them and tell them stories besides 
showing them the pictures. In this way the work of God can become 
real to them. There is a wistfulness in their faces and a longing in 
their hearts. For ourselves and our helpers we ask you to pray that 
the mind that was in Christ may be found in us."

*Vifleclicine-IPreacliin{£-^Jly.rnn5-^Jrci veiintj- 

l^ec^uests fo r  a id
“ Since I had the double job  of doctor and preacher until May, I 

had to adjust my schedule so as to work in the duties of each appoint
ment, trying not to let either suffer. Let me say right here that the 
preachers in our Mission have a harder job  than we doctors do. The 
Christmas and Easter services were held in Muscat in the chapel, 
and the usual large crowds attended. Our Matrah-Muscat congrega
tion loves to sing, and we think they sing well. We have taken some 
of the hymns with us on tours and have sung some of them so many 
times as we ride along on our camels that some of the Arab companions 
have learned the tunes. Sohar was included in our medical-evangelistic 
tour. Our month there was very busy and happy, in many ways re
sembling our trip to Dhofar. We had a delightful house in a garden 
near the beach for our residence and a suitable building in the middle 
of town for our work. After that I went to Somail by camel. Here 
our promised house wras not repaired and receiving a letter from our 
old friend Sheikh Hamed urging us to come to Jennah, we traveled 
another four hours inland. The longer we stayed there the greater 
number of people that came from surrounding cities. Also we were 
invited by another Sheikh to visit him in the mountains during Ramad- 
han, but wre sent our regrets for we knew it would be a dull month for 
all concerned. The Imam sent a messenger asking for medicines for 
one of his men. He has never asked for our medicines before so maybe 
his attitude is changing. Our traveling also took us to the center of 
the Oman peninsula, the city of Bureimi. This oasis has a population 
of about thirty thousand and we hope to visit it again soon.”

ì̂ ai&irnfì. the ói^htó
Dr. Dykstra in his closing paragraph writes, “ Involuntarily the 

question comes to mind whether now that the Arabian Mission is in 
many places succeeding in its aim to occupy Arabia, it should not now 
raise its sights and not be satisfied with a lesser aim than to evangelize 
Arabia.”



Personalia
Rev. Fred J. Bamy and Mrs Barny celebrated their fiftieth wedding 

anniversary on October 1, 1948 at their home in Queens Village, N.Y. 
Their daughter, Dr. Esther Barny Ames, was present as she was home 
on furlough. Dr. Ames has since returned to Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.

Janet Storm and Rob Roy Storm are continuing their studies at the 
University of Richmond, Virginia, Janet at Westhampton College and 
Rob R oy at Richmond College. They visited the Board rooms recently.

Dr. Paul Harrison was one of the principal speakers in many of the 
thirty-six cities across the country in which a stirring plea was made for 
a great foreign mission advance. The meetings were held under the 
auspices of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America and 
capacity audiences of thousands of people are reported. Mrs. Harrison 
has been busy speaking at the Fall Conferences of the Women’s 
Missionary Unions.

The friends of Mrs. Gerrit J. Pennings will be sorry to learn that 
she suffered a severe stroke early in October in her home at Amarah, 
Iraq.

Rev. and Mrs. Jay Kapenga report the birth on August 8 of Peter 
Jay Kapenga, born at Kodaikanal, South India.

Mrs. Edwin M. Luidens and her son “ Donnie”  have returned safely 
to Bahrain by air, flying from New York on' September 28 and arriving 
October 2.

Miss Ruth Jackson and Miss Hazel Wood, newly appointed nurse, 
sailed from New York on the S. S. Excalibur on September 24 and 
arrived at their destinat on just a month later, October 24. Miss 
Jackson returns to her teaching in Bahrain ancf-Miss Wood is also 
stationed there.

RUTH IE, of the Orphanage 
in Bahrain
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