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Sissionavies:

Fyrom America :

Axerson, Miss Awvics, (Nov. 1946 ) Mohulpahari.

BierkesTRAND, REV. & MRs. O. 8. ( April 1925) Benagaria.

FrioksoN, Miss LocILE, ( Dec. 1952 ; Santipara.

Gaieepe, Miss HiLua, ( Jan. 1946 ) Mohulpahari.

Laxpsveeg, Rev. & Mges. O, J.,, (Jan. 1952 ) Kaerabani.

NieLseN, Miss MUBIEL, “Nov. 1950) Gaorang,
. u;'lough

Btiii;.. Rev. & Mes. H. N,, ( Oot. 1947) Grahnmpnr

Scorr, Dr» & M#s. R.'W, ( Jan. 1955° Mohulpahari.

TonxxLsoN, Mms Naoui, _ (Dec. 1952) Dumka.



From Denmark :

AxpERSEN, DR. & MRs. Joms,
Binpexve, Miss ErLy Jensew,
Eie, Rev. & Mrs. O,
Forman, Dr. & Mes. O.,

GJIERMAN, Miss Erra,
HorLunp, DR. Miss. ELSE,
JExseN, Rev. & Mgs, Aa,,
Krogr, Rev. & Mgs. THOFT,
KromN, Miss ErL1saBETH,
LaurseN, Miss ErLreN,
NienLseN, Miss Ineer KRrooH,
PeTersEN, Mr. & Mgrs. Kurr,

PeTERrSEN, Miss LiLry,
RoMrr, Miss HELENE,

From Norway :

Avustap, Miss Boreny,
BurTEDARL, Miss MAGNHIID,

Crausen, Miss GUNVOR,
CravseN, Rev. & Mrs. KjeLL,
Dorpar, Rev. & Mss, O,
Dracoy, Miss ELISE,

Fosstanp, REv. & Mgs. G,
Fiske, Miss AsBJORG,

Grap, Rev. WiLLiay,
GrTLBRANDSEN, Miss E.,
Havvorsrup, Rev. & Mes, H,,

Haxnevie, Migs Marerr,
Havestap, REv. & Mas. M,

HorraxDp, Rav. & Mas. 1,
O~
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( Feb. 1953 ) Sevapar.
( Nov. 1951 ) Bongaegaon
{ Oot. 1920) Mornai.
( April 1946 ) Mohulpahari,
Farlough.
( Des. 1953 ) Gaorang.
( Nov 1946) Rajadighi. -
( Dec. 1947) Benagaria
(Jan. 1947 ) Benagaria.
{ Oct. 1933) Haraputa.
( Jan. 1947 ) Narainpur.
( Mar. 1946) Narainpur.
(Nov. 1949 & Dec. 1947 )
Furlough, Mornai.
1947 ) Eklakhi.
1950 ; Benagaria,
Furlough.

( Dec.
( Nov.

( April 1946 )
( Dec. 1927)

Harapnta. .
Chondorpura,
"Furlough.
Cheudorpura.
Bagsarai: - - E
Furlough.
Benagaria,'
Maharo.
Santipara.
Sevapur.
1931 ) Tilabani,
1946 ) Eklakhi.
1938 & Nov. 1937 )
Furlongh, Bongaegaon.

1948 )
1952 )
1950 )
1953 )

( Nov.
{ Jan.
( Nov.
( Feb.

( Nov.
( Oct.
( Nov.
( Nov.
( Oct.

1937)
1947)

( Jan: 1947 ) BSaldoha. -, -

( Nov. 1949) Furloqgh B
L Psrkupb. .

( Jan. 1947 ) Basetkundl. i
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Jomawsey, Brv. & Mes. 8, ( Nov. 1935 ) . Dumka.
Ksouserd, Rev. & Mes. P., ( Mar. 1947 ) ' Nimasarai.
Kvay, Rev. & Mas. H,, - { Nov. 1946) Kaerabani.
Lawpe, Rev. & Mas.-P. L, (April. 1946) Sari. -
Marterup, Miss Erra, ( April 1946 ) Sevapur.
Nesser, Miss. Soris, : ( March 1932) Bongaegaon,
. Furlough.
Noeppy, Miss Berzy, (Nov. 1946 ) Rajadighi.
PeperseN, Rev. & Mes. P. R, (Jan. 1934 & Nov. 1935 )
‘ Joema.
PaoerseN, Rev. & Mss. R.. ( Jan. 1951) Farlough.
REix, Miss RAGNHILD, ( Nov. 1946 ) Maharo,
Furlough.
RingaBIM, Miss Kagi, ( Nov. 1946) Saldoha.
SicurpseN, Miss EpLE, ( Nov. 1934) Maharo.
Somming, Miss Sonveie, ( Feb. 1933 ) Farlough,
: Grorang.
StronsTAD, REV. A. E., { Nov. IA934) Dumka.
Sroe, Rev. & Mes. Jens, - ( Nov, 1946°) Saldoba.

TorgiLpseN, Rev. & Mrs. Ksgrn, ( Oot. 1947 ) Koroya.
WestBora, Rev. & Mrs. Davip, ( Jan. 1943 ) Gaorang.

The Swedish Cooch Behar Mission:

Hopxe, Rev, & Mes. Orav, (Jan. .948) OCooch Bebar.
PiaLquist, Miss Eisa, { Deo. 1938} Dinhata.
Wirranpae, Miss Abpa, ( Nov. 1947, Dinhata.

Pome Hoards :

AMERICAN BOARD FOR THE SANTAL MISSION

803 Phoenia -Building, 60 South Fourth Strest Minneapolis,
Minnesota. U, S, 4.

Uﬁurn:
Prosydent Dr. Jomx Srnﬁéiruq. ;
Vice—President : Dr. Opp GORNITZEA.
Secretary & Treaswrer Rav. M. O. Duxss.



EXRECUIIVE COMMITTER :

Dr. JoBN STENSVAAG
Dir. O. GORNITZKA
Rev. M., C. DixEN

BOARD MEMBERS :

Di. Sinas ANDERSEN
Rev. S BERGSTAD
REv. -J. O. BrLaNnEss
Rev. M. C. Dixsx
Dr. Opp GORNITZKA
Dr. J. GRONLI

Rev. B Haxsew
Rev HEesry HaxNsen

Dg. SiLas ANDBRSEN
Rev. B. A. HELLAND
Mgrs. Eenst NIELSEN

Rev. B, A. HerrLanp
Rev. Froyp Ligx

Rev. Nis KruNervepr
Mgrs. E. NIELSEN

Mes. P. G. RasMussegx
Rev. DoxaLp RonniNe
DDR. JoHN STENSVAAG
Rev. C. A. Stus

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS:

Rev. J. C. AABERrG
Mg. C. P. Huipe
Publication

Dr. C. M. Weswia

“ THE SANTAL MISSIONARY.

— —— —

D.ANISH BOARD FOR THE SANTAL MISSION
Rosenborggade 15, 1, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Officers :

President : Bisgoe GUDMUND SCHIOLER, ROSKILDE.

Vice~President : REv. Erik Damm.

Secretary : Rev. MoGENS GoOITLIEB, ROSENBORGGADE 15, I,

COPENHAGEN.

Treasurer : M1ss EpiTR BeNDER, ROSENBORGGADE 15, COPENHAGEN,

BOARD MEMBERS:
Rev. VaeN, Bigrevep
Hans Muxck, Esq.
Rev. H. P. H. Kawmpr.

Rev. E. Daun
Rev. NigLs PrTERsEN
Rev. H. Wixpixg

Publications ;. *“ SANTAL POSTEN.”
“INDIA BROEN”



i
NORWEGIAN BOARD FOR THE SANTAL MISSION
Holbergs Gate 23, Oslo, Norway.

Officers

President : REoTOR HANS Hoxa.

Vice President - REv. H. P S1GURDSEN.

Secretary ¢ REvV. ErNsT HarpLen, HorLBEras GaTk 23, Osro.
Treasurer : MR GunNAR FigLpstap, HoLBERG GATE 23, OsLo.

BOARD MEMBERS :

Recror Hans Hoee Mrss Hiorpis MINEREN
Mr K DanLe Mg. KrisTeN OLSEN
Mr Begrrin FrLATEN Miss WiLHELMINE OLSEN
Mr A. S. Grastap Rev. JoEN RosTAD
Rev. ORNULF HENRIKSEN Rev. H. P SIGURDSEN
Mr. AW WoLp - HANSEN ReEv. ErNsT HaLLEN

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE :

Recror Haxs Hokee Rev. H. P. S1GURDSEN
Rev. Ernst HALLEN

Publications: ‘“ SANTALEN.”’
“ GLIMT FRA INDIA.”

Kvinnliga Missions Arbetare
. Birger Jarlsgatan 67. Stockholm, Va, Sweden.
Secretary: Miss Ersa ANCERSSON.
Publications3 “ NAER OCH FJAERRAN,”
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NINETIETH ANNUAL REPORT
For the year 1956,
e 2 ey
SECRETARY'S ANNUAL -REPORT FOR 1956,

“For other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
(I Cor. 3:11)

It is essential to have a solid foundation on which
to build whether we build with mud, stone, brick or
any other material, and it is no less important to have
a sure foundation on which to build in our mission work.

The Apostle here informs us of what foundation he
had laid for all his labors—even Jesus Christ the chief
cornerstone. And no other foundation will do. So firm
was he on this point that he could say: I determined
not to know anything among you. save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified.

The doctrine of our Saviour and His mediation is
the principal doctrine of Christianity. It lies at the
bottom and is the foundation of all the rest, because
it is in Christ only that God is reconciling e sinful
world to Himself.

The Church’s 6ne foundation

Is Jesus Christ her Lord}

Bhe is His new creation

By water and the Wérd}

From Heav'n he Gamé and sought hhr
To be His holy b¥ide,
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With his own blood he bought her,
And for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation

Yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation

One Lord, one faith, one birth,
One holy Name she blesses
Partakes one Holy food,

And to one hope she presses,
With ev'ry grace endued.

The sum and substance of the Christian message
is Christ. TUpon this rock all Christians found their
hopes. Those that build their hopes of Heaven on any
other foundation, build upon sand.

This glorious message of salvation through Christ
is to be proclaimed to all people. This is our obligation
as a Christian mission. This is the ultimate aim and
inner meaning of all mission work. If we are to be
faithful to our Lord who called us, to the Church that
sent us and to the Church in which we serve and fo
those who labored before us, we shall always have to
keep this basie fact in mind. The situations may chan-
ge, but the aim and purpose must be the same. And
it is nothing less than building further on the eternal,
gpiritual temple of God, founded on Jesus Christ —in
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord.

It is not for us to know or report on how far we
have been able to fulfill this great obligation during the
year under review. Only God knows how much of our
work this year will prove to be of such a quality that it
will stand the fiery test of the day of judgment. Ad-
mittedly there have been failures and shortcomings which
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done in Jesus’ Name and under prayer for His bless-
ing, shall abide.

It is much to be thankful for that all the work
-throughout the fields of Bihar, West Bengal and Assam,
;has been carried on unhindered along the old establi-
shed lines. It has been a year full of opportunities to
serve the peoples of this great land in so many ways.
Sickness and suffering have been relieved, instruction
imparted, literature produced wnd the Gospel proclaimed
in the various languages on the mission stations and
in the villages, May God add His blessing to it alll

Great calamities have befallen India also this year,
especially by floods in several parts of the country,
causing damage. suffering and distress. Fortunately we
have been spared from that within our areas.

The report of the committee appointed by the Govern-
ment of Madhya Pradesh to inquire into the activi-
ties of Christian missionaries in the state, caused some
stir and concern and aroused sharp criticism from many
quarters. One good thing has, however, come out of it,
there has been a greater publicity about Christianity and
Christian mission work.

We are glad to report that we have experienced
no serious opposition. The attitude of the general pub-
lic continues to be very favourable and the Christian
message is listened to with great interest where ever
it is proclaimed. The local authorities have been most
helpful and co-operative.

During the year the following missionaries have
retired from active service on the field: Miss Magn-
hild Buttedahl and Miss Sofie Nesset, who both left
India in May. Miss Ingeborg Kleven left India in 1954
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and js not planning to .come out again, as she has
taken up other work in Norway- Word has cqme from
America that the Rev. and Mrs. Hofrennlng have dis-
continued their services with the Santal Mission and
taken up congragahonal work in Chicago. We do thank
alg these for their faithful services in the Church and
the MISSIOD out here and wish them God’s continued
blessmg m the days to come.

Shortly after the retirement of the Rev. and Mrs.
J. Gausdal, word came that the King of Norway had
been pleased to confer the honor of St. Olav’s Medal
First class on Rev. Gausdal for his long and valuable
service in this land. We congratulate Rev. Gausdal
and take it as an official appreciation of the work
that is bemg done through the Santal Mission.

These have gone home on furlough during the year
Miss Helene Romer, Dr. and Mrs. O. Forman, and Miss
Muriel Nielsen. Miss Nielsen is expected to return
within the time limit of her *“ No obejction certificate
Miss Romer is planning to return towards the end of
next year, while Dr. and Mrs. Forman may be staying
in. Denmark for some years, after which we hope they
will come .out and continue their medical work on the
field.

Quite suddenly and unexpectedly Miss Ragnhild Rein
had to leave Indiain August because of illness. We do
remember her with thanks for her untiring service and
pra.y that God may grant her strength and courage and
full restoration to health again. Apart from her a num-
ber of our missionaries have had to cope with illness
of various kinds, and several have had to be treated
in hospital.

We are thankful that the fol__lquing have been per-
mitted to return to India after furloygh: The ﬁrst

.....
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ones tq arrive .in January were the Rev. Glad . and-the
Rev.. Stronstad, who both felt that they had to leave their
families at home this time. Then came Mr. and Mrs.
Kurt Petersen in April, Rev. and Mrs. M. Haugstad
in July, Miss Solveig Somming in August and Rev.
and Mrs. H. Halvorsrud in October.

After about a year's stay in Norway and Denmark,
where they had a busy time doing deputatian work,
Rev. Naran Soven and wife returned in July to their
congregational work in Dumka, — full of new ideas and
grateful for the opportunity to visit the many mission
friends at home. One of the teachers in Kaerabani, Mr.
Gora Tudu, went to America in March for one year’s
study and deputation work. Mr. Anil Jha returned in
December to India via the Pacific route from America
and is now back in Grahampur School. Dr. Paul
Murmu returned from America in November via Norway
and Denmark. He has been placed in Saldoha I.eper
Colony and also helps with the work in Mohulpahari
Christian Hospital.

We do thank our friends at home for the oppor-
tunity given to these young men for further studies
abroad. Such personal contacts botween the mission
frionds at home and represeniatives from the Church
out here is of great significance and we hope it will
be kept up in future.

An invitation has been extended to Rev. K. R. Ghose
to visit Denmark, Norway, and possibly America and
plaus are well advanced for his going in the beginning
of next year.

These new missionaries were accepted during the year:
Rev. and Mrs. Jens Verner Olsen from Denmark, Miss
Elisabeth Anne Jorgensen from Canada, Rev. and Mrs,
Audun Tang and Miss Anne Marie Sulen from Norway.
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Miss Jorgensen was at the closs of the year on her
way out and actually arrived in Calcutta on New
Year’s Day. The Tangs are still waiting for a reply
to their application for visa to India. Without making
known to us any reason the Government of India refu-
sed to grant visa to the Verner Olsens and Miss Sulen.

The new procedure for visa applications having now
been formally approved by the Synod, the first appli-
cation that isto be sent from the Church through the
National Christian Council is that on behalf of Rev.
and Mrs, J. Verner Olsen. A fresh visa application is
also being made for Miss Sulen.

Rev. and Mrs. Ivar Agoy of Norway have for se-
veral years been hoping to come out as missionaries,
but in spite of repeated applications and reminders they
have not been able to obtain any reply from the Home
Department in Delhi. Rev. Agoy might have obtained
a stipend from the Lndian Government, External Affairs,
for two year’s study at Santiniketan, but as there was
no reason to believe that he would be granted permi-
ssion for further stay in India, he had to decline the
offer.

A great relief is felt now that is has finally been
possible — nearly ten years after partition —to send
missionaries to our field in East Pakistan. The Rev-
and Mrs. John Ottesen from America arrived in Decem-
ber on a visitor’s visa to India and after seeing a
number of stations in Santal Parganas, Malda, and
Assam, they were planning to proceed to East Pakistan
within the first week of the New Year. Letus remem-
ber them in prayer as they take up the work which
will certainly not be easy.

We do hope that it will be possible for the two
ciroles in East Pakistan to keep in contact with the .
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Chureh in India, but (he administration and finance of
the Mission will be completely separated from our
work in India from 1st January, 1957. Special rules
for the East Pakistan Mission of the Northern Churches
have been worked out and approved by =all the three
home boards.

A call for work among the Santals in Nepal has
come to us again. Nothing has been done there by
our Mission or Church since Pastor Bhogon Murmu
had to leave Nepal in 1944. He had at that time been
conducting a school for the scattered Christian Santals
he found in Morang District, and had also baptized.a
number of families there. It is now hoped that our
Mission will be in a position to support the Church
with men and means to take up again the work which
was begun more than twelve years ago. The Synod
has decided to apply for membership in the United
Mission to Nepal.

Another challenge to us is the big district of Mur-
shidabad with its population of more than one and a
half million. Permission has been obtaired from the
State Government of West Bengal and from the Cent-
tral Government to move Itor Mission Station to a more
suitable place near the new highway running through
the district. The thing to do may not be to build a
new mission station as we do not know whether or not
we shall have missionaries to place there in future,
but in order to help the Church to do more for these
vast areas where opportunities for evangelization are so
great, the Conference decided that quarters for at least
two Indian workers are to be built soon.

It is still a constant call to our Mission and Church
to do something more in the big unoccupied areas of
Birbhum with its million of people. As far as is known
to us no more evangelization is being done in the
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whole “of - Birbhum then*what we are-doing from Nxraifi-
pur, -Suri and Benagaria.

For the second year in succession the annual missio-
nary conference was held in Assam at the end of
November, this time in Mornai. Perfect arrangements
were made by the Mornai missionaries for entertaining
such a large group, and we are very thahkful for the
fine fellowship we had together during the four -busy
days.

‘ We have for some years worked on great plans
for developing Agricultural institutions at Grahampur and
Kaerabani, hoping that these projects might be finan-
ced by the Norwegian Technical Aid to India Fund.
But so many dfficulties and formalities were encoun-

tered that the hope of getting any help from that
source had to be given up. It now remains to be seen

whether or not the World Service Commission of the
Lutheran World Federation will enable us to put these
plans into practice. .

In the beginning of January we had the pleasure of a
short visit of Dr. Birkeliand Mr. Beatz of the Lutheran
World Federation, Geneva, and in December, Professor
H. Wexelsen of Norway took a trip up here from
Calcutta on his way home from New Zealand. The
inspiration they brought and the expert advice they
gave are much appreciated. Some of our missionaries
have had the pleasure of a visit of relatives or friends
from home, and in, October the editor of our Children’s
Magazine and leader of the Santal Mission Work Among
Children in Norway, Miss Nelly Knarvik came on a
four months’ visit to India. [t is always a great plea-
gure to welcome visitors from home, and we ftrust that
it has been equally profitable for these friends to see
the mission work at eclose range and study the situs-
tion in India today.
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There is no need here to report in detail about the
various branches of the work and institutions through-
out our big field or I should rather say fields. The
reader is referred to the detailed reports on .the 'fgllow-
ing pages which give a picture of what has been going
on during the year. 1 might, however, mention that
some of our institutions have been further built out
and enlarged. A new operating and X—Ray department
has been completed at Sevapur, and a new maternity
ward added to the Rajadighi Hospital. A very attrace
tive construction was erected at the Narainpur Girls’
School comprising of a school hall in the middle, living
quarters on one side and class rooms with a nice prayer
room on the other side. The old church there being
far too small, the hall is temporarily being used,fpr
Sunday services. The dedication service was conducted
by our Church leader TRev. Bjerkestrand, on the 16th
December in the presence of a large gathering. Other
institutions are in need of more building and renewal
of old ones, for instance, at Eklakhi Girls’ School
where a new school building is desperately needed.

In February the 75th year Jubilee of the starting of the
Santal Colony was celebrated at Grahampur, and in Novem-
ber the cornerstone for a new Church there was laid by
the Rev. Bjerkestrand.

During the year the three trustees in the homelands
have resigned their ftrusteeships, and the three mission-
ary trustees on the field are continuing as the only trus-
tees for the time being. It is earnestly hoped: that. it
will soon be possible to nave the Church Constitution
registered and all technical formalities completed for
the Church to assume full ownership and control of
all its properties. The Conference decided that a Joint
Committee is to be appointed to work out plans for
further transfer of institutions to the administration of
the Church. The aim must be nothing less thun inte-

2
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grating the whole Mission with the Church under the
leadership of the Church.

We express our gratitude to the Government of
Bihar, West Bengal, and Assam for the grants received
for our educational and medical institutions.

The Mornai Tea Estate has yielded a fair output
of tea, well above last year’s. But due to the steadily
increasing heavy running expenses, bonuses to the wor-
kers, and road taxes to be paid in two states, it was
not possible to receive the whole of the budgetted
amount from Mornai during the year. Messrs. Norinco
Limited under its director, Consul General S. Gylseth,
have continued as Managing Agents, and the Rev. O.
Eie assisted by Mr. Kurt Petersen and an efficient
staff has been managing this big concern to our entire
satisfaction.

We do want to thank our Home Boards and the
great host of mission friends in the homelands for their
continued interest and support through their faithful
intercession and substantial contribution of money.

Most of all thanks are due to our Heavenly Kather
for His renewal of the call to us, for opportunities to
work for Him while it is still day, and for His great
blessings bestowed upon the whole Mission in so many
ways.

He gave us another year of grace. Glory to His
Holy Name.

Respectfully submitted,
A. E. Stronstad.



WORK IN SANTAL
PARGANAS.

BASETKUNDI.

“But thou art the same,
And thy years shall have no end.”
(Psalm 102: 27)

A year passes so quickly and it carries so much
with it. It brings us forth anew into changing times.
The past year brought adversity and prosperity, sorrows
and joys, struggle and strife, defeat and victory. Some
forgot God when all things went well, and of those
that went wayward there became some hardened and
bitter hearts. It was only a small flock that saw in
all that met them a gracious God and loving Father.
We learned to give thanks for all things in Jesus’
Name and were strengthened in the Lord. In lightness
and darkness, in success and adversity we experienced
that He loves His people. He is the same yesterday
today and for ever. With such grace over the past
days, it is good to close the year.

In the thirteen congregations the work has gone
on in the usual manner. But with sadness we must
report that in some places the Christian community is
decreasing. But we also have had the joy to see that
in other places new ones have been added to the con-
gregation. Thus, there have been held classes for bap-
tismal instruction and some places individual instruction
given so that during the year fifty-one have been bap-
tized from the non-christian community. There have
also been baptized ffty-eight ochildren of Christian
parents.
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In the course of the year twenty-three have given
confession of their faith through confirmation. With
church offerings and other collections there has been
an increase’of two hundred rupees over last year. The
amount of increase could and should be larger, but,
unfortunately, there are many who have not yet ex-
perienced the joy and blessing of giving to the Lord’s
‘Work.

One of our pasto‘rs was moved by the Church Counecil
to Dumka Circle this year. The four remaining pastors
have done their best to reach all the congregations
and to carry out all the congregational ministrations.
The eleven elders have also carried out their respon-
gibilities even though it is not always so satisfactory.

In the work among the wcmen an advancement
is seen. The four Bible women have as far as they
have been able gone around in the district and held
meetings or else taken part in the regular weekly
women’s meetings held in several c)ngregations.
We have seen fruit of this work, and a part of the
increase in offering has namely come from these meet-
ings. The women have zealously sewed clothes for
the annual sale held here in Basetkundi for the entire
Circle.

Two new Sunday Schools have been added to the
congregational work and it has been a great joy for
us to behold an awakening of the necessity to gather
small children for Sunday school. Now we have six
Sunday School teachers with one hundred and fifty-one
children enrolled.

Six Lower Primary Schools in the different corg-
regations have been conducted this year with one tea-
cher in each school, while in Haripur we have an Upper
Primary Schaol -with three teachers. .Since-it has. been
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shown that several parents are unable to send their
girls to the mission girls’ school, twelve girls have
been permitted to live at the school in Haripur, and
there have been added two lady teachers. But a tea-
cher and his wife have been responsible for the school
together with the pastor.

There have been held regular monihly meetings for
pastors, elders, teachers and Bible wcmen. We have
had these meetings for two days so that the first day
we gather for Bible Study, discussion and prayer and
the next day discuss the congregational work with pay-
ing out salaries and other accounting with the Circle
Treasurer, Blia Tudu, who has done a fine job for our
Circle on a voluntary basis, These meetings have had
a significance for the work and we have been encoura-
ged to “love and good works”, and we have been very
happy for the willingness to work together. At times,
however, we have noticed that the Evil One has put
much emphasis to disrupt this co-operative spirit.

Both regular and irregular Circle Conference meet-
ings have been held under the leadership of the newly
elected Circle President, Bhiku Tudu, and it has not
always been so easy to bring forth the full confidence
and understanding which must be the foundation for
good co-operation. We have, however, the feeling that
we are now on the upward way.

At Easter time a Young People’s Course was held
for our entire district here in Basetkundi. There was
a good attendance and edifying fellowship. We had the
joy to have Mission Secretary, Rev. A. E. Sironstad,
as the main speaker. One noticed an open and recep-
tive spirit for God’s word among many of the youth
and a desire for activity, if only we would be able to
lead them into the opportunities which are awaiting
the willing young people out .in ‘the Vcongregations.
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The yearly women’s meeting for our district was
held this year in Haripur. The time was inconvenient,
but under the circumtances there was good attendance.
These meetings mean very much for the Christian
women in our district.

For the first time we had a one week’s course for
village school teachers this year. These became rich days
and we noticed a “spark’ was given to one or the other
who had gone asleep in slothfulness and indifference.

We are both glad and thankful that some few of
our Christians, both men and women, have been willing
to give of their time and strenth to volunteer-work in
the congregation. They have visited the sick, and they
have visited lonely Christian families in villages where
the remaining are non-christians. They have held meet-
ings in villages where they seldom have heard God’s
Word, and have witnessed of the salvation in Jesus
Christ. We wish that more would see the opportunities
and find their place in the evangelistic work.

At our small dispensary on our verandah, 3353 pa-
tients have received help and medicine in time of sick-
ness besides the school boys.

In and through all that has happened and in what
we have experienced in the past year, we have received
God’s grace and that ‘“grace over grace '

We wish to express a sincere thanks to all mission
friends in our homelands and to all our co-workers out
here in India for love, steadfastness, and inter-
cession.

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that worketh in us, unto him be the
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glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus unto al;
generations for ever and ever, Amen.”’

Rakel and Ingolf Hoyland.

BENAGARIA

BENAGARIA DISTRICT @

Again we review a year that has passed and we
are thankful to God for all His help and grace.

In Benagaria district, church services have been held
regularly in sixteen different places and there has been
no change in the personnel during 1956. Here we want
to express our sincere gratitude to the teachers and
students of the Santal Theological Seminary for the help
they have rendered by conducting the church services
at Belbuni, Kendpahari, Matiajuri and Dimbadoha. BEx-
cept for Belbuni they have visited these places every
Sunday and the work they have done has been very

fruitful.

In the surrounding villages two confirmation classes
for adults have been conducted by our pastor and his
wife« Those who took part in these classes were el-
derly men and women who for some reason or other
never were confirmed. Therefore, until now they have
not been able to partake of Holy Communion. At
Benagaria a confirmation class has been held for young
boys and girls. Hvery Friday afternoon they gathered
here on our verandah. In addition to this, confirma-
tion classes were oonducted by our pastors at the
outstations.
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Three-- churches were rebuilt in 1956, Belbuni,
Buruamcua and Itor. Each congregation carried the
cost of building the walls either by donations or by
work. The carpenters from our industrial school were
responsible for the roofing and other wood work. We
have still several churches badly in need of repair,
and we hope to be able to do some of it in 1957

Thirty-one non-christians were baptized by our pas-
tors in 1956, and many others are under instruction
and will soon be ready for baptism. From most of our con-
gregations reports have been given of progress in the work.
However, in some places we have the feeling that the work
is at a standstill. A local quarrel in Sulunga has divided the
congregation into two groups and it has done much harm
to the Christian fellowship among them, but we do hope that
the difficulties may be straightened out and peace again
prevail among the Christians in that place.

In Bidyanagar and Sohordanga, Burdwan district,
seven families have joined the Roman Catholic church.
In this area we have tried to find a place for buil-
ding a church and quarters for a pastor. Peter Pastor
from Itor has looked after the work, but as it is more

than seventy miles away from Itor it has been im
possible for him to keep constant contact with the con-

gregations there. Due to heavy floods, the congrega-
tions were cut off from the surrounding world for a
long time. No one was able to visit them, and most
of their harvest was spoiled. Due to this the c¢oming
year will be very trying for them.

The Executive Committee of our circle went over
there to look at a place available for a church building
and quarters for a pastor. They found it suitable. We
hope to be able to purchase this land, and in the near
future may be able to. start. building.. A young man,
Dukhu Marndi, who has had three years training at
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the Divinity School stands ready to go into this work
as soon as quarters are available for him.

Sunday schools have been conducted in many places
in the district and here at DBenagaria about 120
children are enrolled in the Sunday School with the
average attendance of about eighty children.

The youth work has gone on as usual with mee-
tings every Wednesday afternoon and visits to the

smaller congregations in the vicinity on Sundays. In
March we had a youth Sunday with the visit of the

band from XKaerabani High School, and in October the
yearly picnic to Masanjor took place:

Disappointments and glad tidings have been our
sxperience during 1956 but we have felt that the Lord
has been with us, and that the work has not been in
vain. May He grant us His blessings in the new year.

BENAGARIA MIDDLE ENGLISH SCHOOL.

The managing committese has gathered four times
during 1956. All the communities in the surrounding dist-
rict are represented there. We have been very glad
for the co-operation which we have experienced from
every one of the members in the task of raising the
standard of the school and in all major or minor mat-
ters on which we had to decide from time to time.

Two teachers left us during the year. One left
for two years supplementary training and the other
we had to discharge because of indicipline. About 250
children are enrolled in the school and the average
attendance has been seventy—three percent. Eight tea-
chers, five men and three women, are in charge of the
work among the children and we are glad to report
that they have been striving hard to give the vépﬁ
best facilities for the children in their studies. Garde-
ning was introduced in the daily syllabus in order to teach
the children practioal work along with their studies.

3
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In the schdol boarding we have had twelve child-
. ren. .We are not, able fo. accommodate more. at present.
Many more ha.ve applied for room, but we have had
to refuse them. The boardipg is self—supporting. The
chlldren brmg thelr own rice and pay three rupees per
month for vegetables, mustard oil and other things
needed in the boarding.

~BENAGARIA INDUS1RIAL SCHOOL.

Six new students were accepted in the carpentry
. section in January, but later one of them left us again.
-One student finished his three year’s course in Decem-
ber. That makes the total number of students seven,
but in January 1957 we are expecting six students
.more which will make the number of students thir-
teen in the new year.

Two teachers are in charge of the practical trai-
ning and one part time teachers is responsible for the
tehoretical side of their training.

In the weaving section two students finished their
two year’s course in December. No new students were
accepted in 1956, but many former students have wor-
ked throughout the entire year and in that way they
have been able to earn something extra along with
their farming. It has not been so easy to make this
suction remain within the limit of grants allotted from
the mission as prices of cotton yarn rose very high
during the year because of shortage on the market.
Although we sold cloth for nearly six thousand rupees
it was not sufficient to cover the cost of production.
Our expenses were about seven thousand five hundred
rupees, which also includes the salaries of the teachers
and -tools.
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FARMING -

For farming it has been a difficult year with miioh’
rain at the most inconvenient times. Just after plantifig®
we got heavy rains which washed away- ridges of
many rice fields, and lots of fertile - soil. Seedlings
were carried away in the floods, 8o we “had to replént’
in many places. Again during and after:' ha¥vest we-
had heavy rains which caused the rice to fall in the
fields and the rice on the threshing ground started to
sprout: In spite ‘of that we had a fairly good harvest;
thanks to the new equipment ‘which we got in the be-
ginning of 1956.

A tractor with all the necessary equipment has
been purchased, and that has changed the whole out-
look of farming here. With that we were able to make
many new fields and get the planting done in time,
1t will take another couple of years before we will
have all the fields levelled out and made bigger in order
to make profitable use of the tractor.

BENAGARIA MISSION PRESS.

The assistant manager, Mr. Mongol ‘Murmu, toge-
her with a staff of sixteen has taken good care of
the work at the press. Many books have been printed.
in 1956, in all 33,725 books and booklets. Besides that
our weekly paper, * Pera Hor” has been printed in
1800 copies. The demand for new literature is growing
and in 1956 we got a greatly needed addition of new
publications to our stock of books. One book of J. A.
Falkberget, a Norwegian author, has been translated
by Rev. William Glad. In addition, Rev. William Glad
has written three new books which are ready in stock,
and a fourth one we are now printing. Mrs. Dina Niel-
sen has translated a book written by the Danish .author;
Rev. K. Robert Hansen. Furthermore, several manu-
scripts have been received and are ready for printing.
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_'Our main trou’Bl;a is the poor equipment in the
press, especially new types. Itis very difficult to make
decent print of books with the types we have at pre-
sent, but fortunately when this report is being written
we have received four new sets of types which we or-
dered in December. In order to provide for our daily
need of types we Wwill have to replace at least eight
sets more. To replace one set of types a sum of appro-
ximately six hundred rupees is needed.

After consultation with ¢he Superintendent of the
Bible Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon and our
Santali Literature Committee it was decided to postpone
the printing of a Bible Concordance written by Mrs.
Ingrid Gausdal, until the new revision of the New Tes-
tament in Santali is completed so that necessary cor-
rections can be done before printing. The special grant
of Rs. 1200/- from the Santal Mission of the Northern
Churches will be set aside for this purpose.

The second part of Campbell’s Dictionary is now
completed. Due to printing costs of new books and
the many reprints in 1956 the book sales account is
not able to cover the cost of printing of this second
part on the 1956 budget, so the printing bill will have
to be covered by the 1957 budget which will limit our
resources for printing of new books next year. In addi-
tion to that several reprints of already existing books
are due. The most important reprint is the ‘“Seren
Puthi” of which only about one thousand copies are left.

We hope to get ‘‘ Mare Hapramko Reak’ katha ”
within a few months. The printing order was given
to Lucknow Publishing House in April 1954, but we did
not receive any proofs before the middle of 1956. We
hope to be able to supply this book very soon to all
who have sent in orders for it.
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The following is a complete list of books, book-
lets, etc. Which were printed in 1956.

Kathamala 2000 Copies.
Ketekism 3000 ’
Hor Seren 2000 3
Jisuak’ Biboron (Bengall Scrlpt) 3000 "
Phlorence Nightingale ... 2000 »
Utor Disom Sec¢’ khonak’ Merhet 3000 »
Kristan Juanko Lagit’ Puthi 1000 »
Baptisma Sapraok’ Kanko Lagit’ Puthi 1000 »
Jion Jharna Khonak’ 2000 ”
Pastor do Juanko cet’ako lagit’ Dhara 1000 "
Pahil Puthi 2000 ,,
Naksa Puthi 4600 »»
Khristo Okoe Kanae 1000 »
Hindustani Koejon 1000 "
Dhorom Seren Puthi 500 .
Catalogue of Buoks 1000 ”
Synod Report 825 ”
Annual Report 300 "

Hanne and Aage Jensen

CHONDORPURA

One thing which the past year brought with it
was that the leader of this station and work for seve-
ral years, Miss M. Buttedahl, due to health reasous
had to leave the work in May and return to Norway.
This Broughb sorrow and left an empty place, not only
in the Bible School for young women which she had
begun and led, but also around in the district. KEspe-
oially was this felt among the co-workers who appre-
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ciated - greatly ‘her good advice and co-operation, and
the many small and largé¥ women’s groups which also
benefited very much from her love and concern. She
visited them as often as she could and shared God’s
Word with them. I feel a desire on behalf of them
and myself to thank Miss Buttedahl heartily for her
great service and fine co-operative spirit and for the
inspiration she has been for us in the work.

As one looks back over the past year, one remem-
bers not only the many dark depressing days, but also
the light and joyful ones. It has been sensed that our
adversary, the devil, is strong and he does not allow
a single mean or opportunity to be unused if possible
to seduce and to lead astray the believing ones. But
in spite of him and his power we experience again and
again that He who is with us is stronger.

Also during the past year & number have been
added to the congregation. It is especially from the
Mahle tribe that the new Christians have come. Their
leader, the young evangelist, Joseph Marandi tries to
visit all the Mahle congregations besides taking care
of the work on his own place, Minjra. They also have
a good friend in the Santal Pastor, Abraham Murmu,
of Ranga who has a warm heart for all without re-
gard to race or people. It has been especially in his
area that these new ones have been won. He has still
people who desire to become Christians and are under
instruction for baptism.

In most congregations church attendance has been
good. Especially here in Chondorpura we have had
the joy Sunday after Sunday to see a large group of
young people come to God’s House. There has been
confirmation after preceding instruction. in.-four.:.places -.
in the distriot.
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Women’s meetings have been held as usual . around
at the different places. Six well attended Sunday Schools
~are also being conducted, four of which are being con-
ducted by the students of Martha Maria School. We
need very badly more Sunday Schools, but it is diffi-
cult to find leaders for them.

The elder in Chirapathor wae ordained into the
ministry in August and moved to Tilabani. In his pla-
ce we obtained David Murmu.

This year also there have been held annual sales
in Gadiapani and Amgachi out-stations as well as here
in Chondorpura Mission Station. The net profits from
these were larger than last year. As a new effort the
Mahles held their first annual sale this year. It was
held in Minjra. It did not bring in such a great sum
of money, but a beginning has been made and a step
taken forward in the right direction. They themselves
were very happy over the result of their work.

The schools also are conducted as usual From
November teacher Ramchoron Murmu has been the
secretary for the schools. Rahel Murmu, Siblal Hasdak’s
wife, worked as a teacher in Chirapathor. When they
moved from here we obtained Jonathan Murmu to take

her place. He had just completed teacher’s training in
Kaerabani.

The Martha Maria Bible and Domestic School fini-
shed its first course in April. The ﬁfteen students are
now spread around in their home places. Concerning
most of them we have heard that they take part in
the Christian activities in their own villages, such as
Sunday Schools and women’s meetings.

In July we began a new course with fifteen stu-
dents. Eleven of these live in the school and four
¢ome daily from their homes in the neighboring villages.
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The teacher has been the same as previously, Es-
ther Hembrom, She has done a good and faithful work.
The school’s daily routine is the same as before with
classes in the morning, study and practical work in
the afternoon.

The students conduct Sunday Schools in Chondor-
pura, Ero, and Haripur villages and here on the sta-
sion as well. Each Friday we have been gathered to-
gother for prayer meeting which the students have
taken turns leading.

Sincere greetings and thanks to all mission friends
in the homelands for intercession, offerings, and interest
shown also for work in this part of the vineyard,

Gunvor Clausen.

DHOROMPUR.

It was really refreshing to get away from the
language studies and visit Dhorompur Mission Station
from time to time during 1956.

We enjoyed to meet the pastor and people and to
see the work there. Pastor Baijun Mwurmu is a good
leader and together with his co-workers is managing
the work very well. They have kept the church, bunga-
low and compound houses in good condition and the
surroundings are nice and clean. He is also supervi-
sing the cultivation of the mission land very efficiently.
The harvest was quite good last year, too, and gave
some profit that is being used in support of the mission
waork. He is keenly interested in further developments
that may lead to greater self-support.
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showing & amall inorease above last year’s: ehroliment.
Besides the above mentioned, the Lower Primary school
here on the mission station has an enroliment of 160
students divided among five teachers.

The congregational work is being carried on regu-
larly and very faithfully. The importance of Christian
giving is emphasized, but further encouragements are
needed. The annual Sale in November netted more in-
come than in previous years. The preaching in surroun-
ding villages is continued, but should be intensified
because there are many possibilities. The attitude of
the non-christians is friendly and they listen eagerly
to the Gospel when preached by the pastor and elders..

‘Whenever we went to Dhorompur, we met people
along the road and people came to the mission station,
asking for medicines and help. Many times we heard
the question: “ Are not missionaries coming to stay
at Dhorompur again?”

Due to the large dam project in connection with
the Masanjor Scheme, Dhorompur and many other vilia-
ges have been isolated from the main roads and it is
difficult for people to reach the district headquarters
and other centers where there are dispensaries and
hospitalss. Both Christians and non-christians of the
entire area would heartily welcome any help that the
Church and Mission may be able to give. If it is not
possible to place missionaries there at present, we would
suggest that a compounder be appointed and a small.
dispensary started. That may prepare the way for fur-
ther contacts and increased Christian service.

The Lower Primary School at Dhorompur has for
years been serving a large area and its importance has
increased since the dam project has isolated the area.
There are now no other schools that are accesstble in

4
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the neighborhood. After repeated applications from
the people, the standard of the school has been raised
to an Upper Primary School, and two additional tea-
chers have been appointed. The children are greatly
interested in their school and have planted a nice gar-
den. It should be possible to develop this school fur-
ther and to stabilize the Christian witness in the area.

We have been greatly impressed by seeing the work
done by Baijun Pastor, the teachers, and other co-wor-
kers at Dhorompur. It gives hope for the future.

We also once visited Honja where Nitanondo Pas-
tor is working. The field is new, but there are signs of
openings in some villages and a few inquirers. A
college student studying in a Christian college elsewhere
was baptized during one of his vacations and is wit-
nessing to his own people who soon may follow him.

For further details regarding the work at Dhorom-
pur and in the district, see the statistics.

We are thankful for the opportunities we had last
year to see some of the work carried cn in this part
of our mission field also, and we wish our Santal bre-
thren Gods’ blessing in their work for His Kingdom.

Solveig and Sigfred Johansen.

DUMKA.

Actually Dumka Circle consists of four mission dist-
riects, Koroya, Maharo, Dhorompur and Dumka. Statis-
tical information for the whole circle may be found
under the church statistics at the back of this report.

This report concerns only the five local congrega-
tions within Dumka Mission District proper.

The work has been ocarried on as usual with regu-
lar Sunday services in the churches, village preaching
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and visits to the Christian homes in Dumka town and
the surrounding villages. We have had the- the joy of
receiving into the church fitty converts from the non-Chris-
tian community and in addition to these in all five
congregations a total of thirty-seven children of Chris-
tian families have been baptized, making a total of
eighty-seven baptisms in the ‘district this year. We re-
joice and thank God that the evangelistic work is
continuouslv bearing such fine fruits. All the workers
testifv to the readiness and great eagerness on the part
of the village people to listen to the preaching of the
Gospel. There seems to be a wide spread longing two-
wards Christianity among the Santals in this area.

We have no big institutions here in Dumka, but I
am glad to report that the two Uper Primary Schools
at Dumka and Dum and the two Lower Primary Schols
at Chukapani and Ranga have been efficiently conducted
by a staff of 11 teachers, and a total enrollment of ap-
proximately 350 pupils. The work done in these schools
is not to be underestimated. Besides giving Bible teaching
to the Christian children we have here a fine opportunity
to sow the Good seed in many young and receptive
minds. And the Christian atmosphere in the schools
is bound to put its effect not only on the pupils but
on the homes from where they come.

Miss Naomi Torkelson has continued to be the in-
spirer and organizer of the Sunday School and Youth
Work, and Mrs. Solveig Johansen has been looking
after the women’s meetings. We have now three regular
Sunday Schools with a total of 153 children. Weekly
youth meetings have been held in Dumka and a well
attended youth convention was held here in April.

On Thursday women’s meetings have been held
throughout the year and onoe a month the women from
the other- ‘four congregations have joined them for a
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larger gathering. The -handful of rice offerings has
increased and the nice sum of Rs. 482/- was paid in
to the church treasurer.

Although there is a long way to go before the
local congregation will be self-supporting, it is a great
pleasure to report that the steady increase of church
collection has continued, amounting to the fine total of
Rs. 2675-11-0 for the entire year.

The yearly convention for Dumka and Kaerabani
Circles was held in Koroya in March. Inspiring messages
and Bible studies were given and the attendance was
good.

The annual mela (sale) was held here in Novem-
ber. A big crowd gathered and thoroughly enjoyed the
program put on by the school children. On that occa-
sion Pastor Naran and his wife, Raode, gave very in-
teresting falks on their frip to Denmark and Norway.
The proceeds for the mela amounted to more than four
hundred rupees which is a fine contribution to the con-
gregation.

In September the yearly Bible and Refresher Course
for all the congregational workers under the Santal
Parganas Church Council was held in Dumka. These
courses are very much appreciated by the workers and
the attendance was good. All testified to the great bles-
sing and spiritnal help they had received.

The total number of Christians in this district has
this yeir reached the round figure of exactly one thou-
sand, consisting of 220 families who are living in 54
villages scattered over the hilly eountryside surrounding
Dumka town.

The average church attendance has been fairly good
and on special occasions very good. It has been encoura-
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ging to see a fine group of students from public schools
in Dumka come regularly to church.

In Karharbil a man with his family was baptized
as the first fruits in that village. He had been a leader
in the *“bonga” worship. We hope and pray that many
of his neighbors will now follow him in the Christian
worship and new way of life.

In the beginning of the year Pastor Sibram Marandi
moved from Basetkundi to Dum and is now the pastor
for the 3 congregzations, Dum, Chukapani and Indarmuni.
Before the rainy season set in we were able to put a
new roof on the pastor’s house in Dum.

At Indarmuni the small congregation had planned
to put tile roof on the newly erected mud walls of a new
church, but unfortunately, they did not manage to do
it in time before the rains with the result that ¢the
temporarily thatched roof collapsed in a heavy storm
and the mud walls have now nearly fallen down. Until
they can start over again to erect a new church buil-
ding, services are being held on a shady verandah in
the village,

At Chukapani two families have left our charch
because some oune came along and told them that they
had to be baptized again. We have no full time evan-
gelist there. The teacher of the Lower Primary School,
Boela Murmu, has for a number of years been the
congregational leader and conducted the Sunday services.

Ranga has been cut off from Dumka by the water
of the Mor River standing deep far north of Hijla.
Thus it was found best to have Joseph Pastor look
after the congregation =since he lives on that side of
the river in Navadi village actually in Mahare distriet.
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The fine church building here in Dumka is badly
in need of a new roof. The present tiles are leaking
so that it is very difficult to find a dry spot in the
church during heavy rain. The iron structure and wooden
rafters are, however, in good condition. But the cost of a
new roof will not be small. We have now asked
the Mission for a substantial grant and with the support
of the congregation it is hoped that it may soon be
possible fto get a new permanent roof.

In July Pastor Naran Soren and wife were accor-
ded a great welcome back to Dumka on their return
from Denmark and Norway, where they had spent about
a year doing deputation work and studying church life.
Their trip abroad has been a great inspiration to them-
selves and according to reports received also to the
Mission friends at home. We are very thankful for the
fine services they are doving in the congregations here.

When we think of Dumka town with its twelve
thousand inhabitants and the many more thousands of
Santals and others living in the villages round about
of whom the great majority have not yet accepted the
glorious salvation in Christ Jesus or not really know
of it, we are painfully reminded that what we bhave
done as a Mission and Church in this area is still
only a very small part of the tremendous task before
us. We pray that the local Christians may be strong
in faith and bold in their witness and that many more
may be won for the Kingdom of God, in days to come.

A. E., Stronstad.

KAERABANI

The congregational work on the mission field is
never dull, even though it isn’t always easy. This we
have experienced also in the year 1956.
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Here at Kaerabani we had a good start of the
year by a visit from Miss M. Lofthus of the Evange-
lical Lutheran Church of America. By her beautiful
colored chalk drawings during the meetings in the church
and school hall, she was able to interpret the Gospel
very real and personal. We experienced a reviving spirit
among the school boys and the compound people.

The next event was the election of circle council
and congregational committees for all the congregations.
As circle president, Pastor Suphol Hembrom, was re-elec-
ted. The headmaster for the Middle English School, Ben-
jamin Pauria, was elected as treasurer, and the previous
treasurer, Teacher Manka Hembrom, became the secre-
tary.

It was decided that the congregational committee
in each congregation should have at least one ordinary
meeting a month and that the members should under-
take the responsibility of keeping the contact between
the congregation and the circle council. Tn addition,
they should try to enccurage the members of the con-
gregation to better Christian conduct. They also should
help the pastor in visiting the homes and instructing
candidates for confirmation and baptism and try to im-
prove the generosity of giving.

Our three pastors have worked as previously and faith-
fully carried out their pastoral duties. Forty-seven child-
ren of Christian parents and six persons from among
the non christians have been baptized. Forty - eight
young people have been confirmed. This year also an
average of 10 communion services have been conducted
in each of the ten congregations. The hostel boys at
Kaerabani have set a good example for others to follow
by offering some of their daily ratinn of rice. During
the month this amounts to a full bak, so they bring
it to the ohurch and place it in front of the altar.
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In the group of elders in this circle, only a couple
of changes have been made. As part-time worker in
Manpur, Paulus Soren, was appointed from the first of
September. The Santal Parganas Church Council at their
meeting in October decided that our leder in Sagra,
Ranglal Kisku, should be ordained and work among
Santal families who have moved from the Massnjor
area when that was inundated by water of the new
dam. Therefore, we had to find a new arrangement for
Sagra. Dhodua Kisku, who lives at Sagra and studied
in the training school last year, is temporarily appoin-
ted as the leader of the congregation. Otherwise, the
same evangelists are working as before. The same eight
Bible women have also continued as last year, and the
work among the women has improved.

The Sunday School work has bsen carried on in seven
of the congregations as previously with eleven teachers.
The number of pupils has increased some since last
year. A very encouraging event is that Benjamin Pauria
voluntarily started Sunday Schools at Tilia and Duma
villages and managed to gather a number of children.
In the month of May he attended two week’s course
for Sunday School leaders in South India. Since then
he has been along visiting the out-stations on Sunday
to encourage Lhe Sunday School work.

At Kaerabani a youth group was started in Janu-
ary, but this needs renewal.

The village schools have still good attendance. The
schools at Jambua, Babhondiha, and Manpur were visited
by the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Deoghar, who gave
a fine report of the work being done at these schools.
He has given us renewed hope of Government’s recogni-
tion for these three places. The schools at Dhobna,
Domkata and Pehrudi have continued as before. The
total number of students in the village. schools is 190,
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On our camping tours in the district we contacted
some very lonely Christians. We met one such family
far to the northwest from Jambua, near the Ojoi River.
Such remote Christians appreciate more than others a
visit by Christian friends. The Ojoi River is the border
of our mission field to the West and on the other side
the Methodists and Plymouth Brethren have their mission
field. But the Methodists at Madhupur have -given- us
permission to work also on the west side of the river.

From the top of Lokhonpur which is the highest
mountain in Santal Parganas, one can see a large plain
stretching north towards Deoghar with numerous villa-
ges scattered all over. In that vast area very little
mission work has been done. Thinking of such fields,
the Church has immeasurable tasks yet to fulfill.

Also in the southern part of the disfrict around
about the out-station Rakh, we had many good listeners,
both Santals and Bengalis. That beautiful mission com-
pound is surrounded by Santal villages, but none are
Christian. For five or six years no one. has lived in
the compound, and the ruins of the church building
and elder’s house are the only signs to show that mission
work has been done there. In the month of November
we had a big surprise when a candidate from the last
course ab the Kaerabani Traning School offered to take
up the work again at Rakh. He wants to start a small
village school and at the same time try to do some-
thing for spreading the Gospel in the surrounding villages.
He had been along with some of usto Rakh on a prea-
ching trip last hot season, and since then he has felt
a personal call to that place.

Many of the training school and high school stu-
dents have been along on such preaching trips and
taken part with song and testimonies. It means much
for them to be active in the congregational life during
their school years. '

H
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It was a happy experience to be with pastors and
elders for one week’s Bible course commencing at the
end of February. The Rev. W. Glad was guest speaker
during the Bible course.

Sunday, the sixth of May, was our “Youth Day”
here at Kaerabani. Many young people from most of
the congregations of the circle gathered together. We
all enjoyed to hear the songs and witnessing. A special
happy event that will make that day remain long in
our memory was the baptism of the Mohammedan
Sajon Mia with his wife and three children.

The annual women’s meeting was held at Jambua
this time. The local Christians, led by Pastor Mongol
Besra and his wife had arranged everything very satis-
factorily, and there was a large attendance. The main
topic concentrated on by all speakers was ““The Chris-
tian Congregation. ™

The mela was held as usual in Kaerabani. It gathered
more people than before. Pastor Naran Soren and his
wife; Raode, were guest speakers, and they both told
many enchanting experiences from their travels in Europe.
The net income of the mela was about Rs. 250/- and
that is much more than last year.

We are thankful to the Santal Parganas Church
Council for the extra grant towards major house repair.
As a result the house at Manpur now has received a
verandah on two sides, making it possible for the tea-
cher’s family to live under normal human conditions
which hardly could have been said about them before
the repair was done. The roof on the Babhondiha
church building has for many years been difficult
to keep in good condition in addition to the big
teacher’s house there. Unfortunately, the budget did
mot permit the entire house to be repaired, but it is
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a big step in the right direction when the house itself
now has received an asbestos roof. The verandah has
to wait until next year. Then we also hope to be able
to build a new church at Sagra and an elder’s house
at Monhorchok. At this last mentioned place we have
not been able to appoint any new elder because there
is no house for him ¢to live in. Therefore, the pen-

sioned elder, Daniel Marndi, has been working there
from his home also this last year.

In our district hospital we have continued to receive
tuberculosis patients. We are still observing good results
of the treatment, but tuberculosis has become a big
problem in this area. Many suffering from this
disease, both Christians and non-christians, cannot proe
vide the money for medicine and so must die in their
homes. It is, therefore, a great pleasure to know that
the Government in its second five-year plan has inclu-
ded an extensive campaign against this disease.

Before closing we want to extend our greetings to
all the mission friends with thanks for faithful service
in prayer and offerings during the past year.

Gudrun and Hjalmar Kvam.

MAHARO.

The sad fact that Miss Ragnhild Rein had to leave
India so suddenly, is being commented on with sorrow
everywhere in the district. In each village they miss
her and her interest and loving care for them in times
of illness as well as in times of joy and gladness.

The medical work has been oarried on as usuale
It is on rather a small scale as we are 30 near Dumka,
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Thé* work among the out-door leper-patients, however,
deserves special mentioning, It was started in 1954
with two patients -advised to come here for treatment
from Saldoha, and by the end of 1956 the number of
patients receiving weekly medicine had increased to 76.

No changes have ftaken place among the district
workers this year. OQur two pastors and four evangelists,
and their wives in their respective villages have carried
on the congregational activities as before. The work
to spread the Gospel and help the Christians to grow
spiritually has not always been easy, but nevertheless,
it has been done. However, the short time I have been
in Maharo, has been long enough to create in me a
feeling that a deep-going, heart-searching renewal in all our
Christians is very essential if the congregations shall
continue to grow, spiritually as well as in number.

In thé month of February the workers led by Ragnhild
Rein were in camp at Jalwae. Naomi Torkelson was
also with them. All of them, the two missionaries
included, went out preaching most of the day all during
the week they stayed there. They mostly went to non-
Christian villages, and the week was ended with a good
meeting for all the school children in Jalwae.

The village schools are operating as usual. The
teachers are the same as last year and they are doing
their work faithfully. No new schools have been started,
nor have any schools which in previous yoears waere
closed, been reopened.

During the year thirty-one children of Christian
parents were baptized. From the non-christian communi-
ty the following have been received into the congre.
gation through baptism: One woman from Mondonpurj}
one boy from Kurwa; a family of three from Matkur;
a Malle family of féour from Haripur; a couple from
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Chatra, and their daughter and her husband and two
children from Asanbani. In addition to these, we had
the great joy of having one of our high school girls be
baptized. She has been here in the school since she was
in second class, and she is the first one of her entire
family to become a christian.

May the new year be a year of increased love to our
Master and Saviour and of never ceasing prayer for the
coming of His Kingdom to all the many villages of this
district which are still in darkness, “without hope and
without God in the world.” Let us remember that

“The prayer of a righteous man has great power in
its effect.

Elise Dragoy.

TILABANI

Since Rev. P. Pedersen left Tilabani in 1955 there
has not been any district-missionary there.

The two very able pastors, Ranglal Kisku and
Siblal Hasdak’ are in charge of all the distriet work.

A number of baptisms from among the non-chris-
tians have taken place, and the congregations are gro-
wing. As the congregational returns are not yet available
from the leading district-pastors we are unable at present
to furnish the statistics.

During my many visits in the Tilabani area, which
now stretches from Mohulpahari and far down to Suri
in length, it was a real joy to meet with Christian
friends there, and to witness the progress of the work
under the inspired leadership of the pastors, and not
least of the faithful Evangelist Saona Hasdak’, -
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May God bless: the workers as they toil on for
the advancement of the Kindom of God.

The Tilabani bungalow was given as a residential
quarter for the literature work, but owing to the fact
that the bungalow is in very bad condition the house
has so far been unfit as living quarters. The timber
of the roof is partly rotten and partly eaten by the
white ants. The ceiling is in a deplorable condition,
and there are big cracks in the walls. The walls of the
bungalow are very poor, consisting of a mixture of mud,
unburnt bricks and some burnt bricks. This mixture is the
cause of the bad condition of the walls,

Materials for repair work have been gathered, but
it is at writing hour still a question as to how much is
advisable to spend in repairs on this bungalow.

Our friends will no doubt remember the important
work in this large district in prayer.

William Glad.

LITERATURE WORK.

When I returned to the mission field for the third
time on the 13th of January, 1956, it was my privilege
to comply with the decision of the conference to give full
time service in the literature work.

I do feel that the work in the field of literature
is one of the most essential tasks for any person to
be entrusted with.

The importance of literature has not always been

fully “realized, much to the disadvantage of the work
in generale
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Time and time again considerable sums have been
assigned for different kinds of work, both educational
and charitable, while the support for literature has been
negligible. A review of the huge sums spent in past
years for different types of work will markedly bring
this fact into light.

In regard to the valuation of our work it is most
desirable and necessary that a change in our attitude
towards the importance of literature takes place.

The theoretical valuation may be objective, but when
it comes down to the practical side, for various reasons
it lacks the power to put it through into fruitful service.

The well-known and famous Dr. France C. Laubach
has said that in the next 50 years 500 million new
people will learn to read.

The literature which falls into the hands of these peo-
ple will constitute a powerful and decisive factor in the
determination of the course of individual life and society
as well.

Then the question rises: What kind of literature
are these millons of people going to read ?

The communistic as well as the color and frivolous
press are fully aware of the situation. Then taking
advantage of the hunger for reading materials they are
spreading their literature all over. Sometimes they dis-
tribute it free of charge, and at other times at a very
low price.

The task of producing real good, thought-provoking
and character building christian literature cannot be
merely a detail far out in the perimeter of our work,
The literature is indeed "a primary task.
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" The.Christian: Teachers Society of Norway has-given
us a very liberal gift.for. this special work, 33,500 Nor=
wegian Krones.

This gift has enabled us to get a special builf
-jeep and trailer for travel and -distribution purpose. It
has also given us a working budget for 1956 and part-
ly 1957. We shall need a good deal more if we are
to use the opportunities that we have before us.

This year I have had the able help of Mr. Jacch
Hembrom, a teacher in the Government High School
here in Dumka. Mr. Benjamin Pauria, a teacher in
our mission high school at Kaerabani, and Pastor Bhi-
kulal Hasdak’. These fellow workers have gone through
all my manuscripts before they were presented to the
printing press.

The literature produced and printed this year:

New books:

(1) ‘““Sera horko lagit’ baptisma puthi.”

(2) “ Juanko lagit’ puthi.” (Confirmation book. )

(3) ¢ Pastorko lagit’ cecet’ puthi.”

(4) ‘“ Kristo okoe kanae ?”

(5) 20 Bible study hours

Tract: “ Hajri?”
New book in manuseript: “Cet’ in mena?”
Translation : Johan Falkberget: ¢ Utar discm khonak®

merhet’”” ( From Norwegian to Santali.)

We have been engaged in Bible teaching at several
of our Bible conferences. We have also been visiting
a number of our schools in Santal Parganas and hunde
reds of books have been sold and distributed.

We then humbly present this first report of our
new. literature work to all who are interested in and
praying for the coming of God’s Kingdom.

-William Glad.




EDUCATIONAL WORK
IN
SANTAL PARGANAS.

SANTAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

‘*But how are men fto call upon him in whom
they have not believed ?

And how are they to believe in him of whom they
have never heard ?

And how are they to hear without a preacher?
And how can men preach unless they are sent?
As it is written, ““How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach good news!” ( Romans 10: 14-15)

The task put before us in Santal Theological Semi-
nary is to train young Santals, Boros and Mahles to-
gether with their wives to become preachers of “The Good
News” How we succeed in this task, none of us can judge,
but we go forward believing that God will bless the
work done for the good of His church.

At present there are 19 students in the men’s clas-
ges and 19 in the women’s classes. Elaven families and
one single man are studying in their third year,
one family studying in the second year and five families
and one single man studying in the first year. The last
mentioned, admitted from July 1, 1956, are as follows:

From Boro Church Council: Kirtiman Narjari and
family, Gaorang Circle. Khorgeswar Boshumotary,
Bongaegaon Circle.
From Assam Santal Church Council: Ruben Murmu:
and family, Santipara Qirekes

Emanuel Murmu and family, Santipara Circle.

6
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From North Bengal Santal Church Council: John
Murmu and family, West Dinajpur Circle.

From Santal Parganas Church Council: Munshi
Pauria and family, Benagaria Circle.

The grand old teacher, Pastor Kalu Kisku, died on
January 14th, 1956. His health had not been good for se-
veral years and the last two years he was not able
to carry the burdens he was used to in the teaching,
but we miss him now. He was a teacher in the Divi-
nity School from 1939, and most of the present pastors
in our church have profited from his spiritual instruc-
tion. Blessed be the memory of this faithful worker.

It was fortunate, that a new teacher couple, Moti
lal Hasdak’ and his wife, Esther Hembrom, were appoin-
ted from January 1, 1956, They have entered into the
work here with joy and a good spirit. Otherwise, the
teachers are the same as last year: Rev. M. M. Tudu,
Mrs. Chundki Hasdak’ ( Kalu Pastor’s widow ), my wife
and myself,

It is the great concern of the staff and our Govern-
ing Body to develop this institution in order to meet
the growing demands for better training. The pastors
in our church are to carry heavier burdens inr the
future, as they will take over the responsibilities from
the missionaries. It may not be their desire, but it
will be necessary. We must also remember that more
well educated people are counted among our congre-
gation members. Therefore, we have planned and star-
ted an education equivalent to the L. Th. degree from
Serampore University. But beside the academical in-
struction we also want to give the students as much
practical teaching as possible. In this connection some
points must be mentioned from our Governing Body
meeting at Benagaria, August 25, 1956, as the Synod
decided upon these in our favour.
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1. It was decided to change the name of this
institution from Santal Divinity School to * San-
tal Theological Seminary ”’, as it better expresses
the nature of the education given here, and
might be a help to secure affiliation with Se-
rampore later,

2. The Synod approved of the proposed budget
for printing the manuscripts in Ethics, Dog-
mwatics and Church History by our late mission-
ary. Rev. R. Rosenlund, These books will be
a great help in the school and may also give in-
spiration to other workers in our Church. The
proceeds from sale will go into a fund to be
used for further printing of theological literature.

3. In order to get close co-operation between this
institution and the Church Councils, it was
proposed that each sending Church Council shall
elect one member for the Santal Theological Se-
minary Committee. This proposal was very well
received by the Synod and unanimously accep-
ted, but it seems as they have forgotten to
record their acceptance.

1t has been a great help in the work to feel the
interest and love shown ftowards this institution from
different parts of our Church. Also the home count-
ries continue to help us in every way. From Denmark
again this year a friend has sent Greek New Testa-
ments and from America we get valuable books for
the library. We are very grateful for the mission friends’
intercession and for the continued financial help. So
let us go forward in the service we have received, to
the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.

On behaif of students and staff.
-Johs.. Thoft Krogh. .
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KAERABANI SANTAL HIGH SCHOOL.

“ For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do His good pleasure.” ( Philippians 2:13)

Young Christians eager to know and do the will of
God in their lives depict a large number of the stu-
dents at Kaerabani. Itis good to remind ourselves that
it is God who by various means guides them to a
knowledge of His will and the grace to do His good
pleasure. Many encouraging signs of the Spirit of God
at work could be reported. Among the most worth while
sfgns has been the sincere hunger for spiritual know-
ledge in many indicated by attendance at special evan-
gelistic mestings conducted by Miss Lofthus of America
from January 8-16 and by Mr. S. Pandit of the Children's
Special Service Mission from September 4-10. Sunday,
Deocember 6th, was another significant highlight when
twenty-one young men were confirmed in their faith
by our General Superintendent, Rev. O. S. Bjerkestrand,
guest speaker for the day.

In March the high school band and choir went on
a concert tour of most of our stations and several
congregations in Santal Parganas wunder the leadership
of Bandmaster, Mr. Benjamin Murmu. In spite of the
aged instruments and uniforms, the boys made a sizeable
contribution towards creating mnore interest in Kaera-
bani among our church members. Our hostel enroll-
ment was increased from 125 to 145 in July and we
believe this is largely because of the interest created
by this conceri tour. If new instruments and uniforms
can be had in the future, tours of this kind should
be made every year.

The high school and middle school became separate
departments from the new school term in July by
Government recommendation_ and Mr. Benjamin Pauria
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was appointed headmaster of the middle school. The
enrollment was again somewhat increased over the
previous year when a new section was opened in Class
ten making a total of 221 in the high school and 255 in
the middle school as of December. Matriculation resalts
in the Government examination in March were encoura-
ging when 17 out of 30 passed in the houors exam
and half of the othersin 2nd Division. Two out of the
three sent up for the supplementary examination in
in July passed, oune coming out in the first division.
The school was again awarded an efficiency grant by
the Government.

Our staff had a few changes when Gora C. Tudu
left for studies abroad in March and Sonathan Jha
took leave for his Basic Training course in July, Mr.
A. Rahim, M. A.. was appointed in November, 1955,
and Mr. S. N. Sahay, I. Sc¢.,, B. A., Dip-in-Ed replaced
Mr. Prabodh Mondal, B, Sc., who resigned in Septem-
ber. Other additions include Mr. Artemas Hasdak’, I.
A fail, who joined the staff in April. We were un-
fortunate that our clerk, Mr. Arun Mahto, took sick
with complicated plueresy in April and has been forced
to take medical leave most of the time since. IHe was
replaced by Soiland Modi who did the clerk’s duties
in addition to part time teaching. Agriculture has finally
bacome officially a new part of our curriculum when
Mr. Aziz Ahmad, B. Sc., ( Agr) was appointed from
July. Some twenty boys in Class ten have now taken
up this subject. We were indeed happy to receive a
new Ferguson Diesel tractor and a tra#er load of farm
implements from Santal Mission friends in America
last February. This valuable gift has become a great
stimulus to interest and instruction in the science of
agriculture among our students. We extend our sin-
cere thanks to all contributing friends who have made

this gift possible. Because of this gift is was possible
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to make an éxtensive tour of Santal Parganas in March
with our band and choir. In addition we have from
this year bsgun to manage all accessible rice fields
which with the help of the tractor has resulted in
about twice as much paddy as wusual for the school
godown totalling 690 mauuds of net paddy.

The gardening program has received some improve
ment with the addition of a new fence enclosing about
six acres for the gardens of high school classes. Some
irrigation. channels were made so that water from the
new well can be made useable. The bullock driven
pump serves to lift the mnecessary water but this pro-
ject is mot yet completed.

We had better results in the Teacher’s Training
class than expected. In spite of a greaily increased
enrollment which we feared might have been too many
in omne class to train them properly, thirty-one passed
out of 38 regular students and six out of 12 previous
students who had failed and appeared as private stu-
dents. in the Government examination heldin June.
Government certificates have this year been granted
to all passed candidates of our school since the year
1952 when the present Junior Training School was
converted from an Elementary Training School to more
basic lines. So for all practical purposes the school is
recognized by the Government of Bihar. Following a
visit by the Deputy Director of Education in Bihar,
we can hops for grant-in-aid also for the training school.

The Lower Primary School under the able leader-
ship of Mrs. Priscilla Tudu, headmistress, has continued
to grow so that we now have approximately 165 enrolled.
Thirty out of thirty-three in the third grade passed and 40
new students were enrolled from June when the new term
opened. Two:students were.sentfor -Government scholarship—
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examination held in Jamtara and both were awarded
scholarships for their further studies.

Prize Day was the annual highlight of the year
held on the 20th of May, Mr. David, District Agricul-
tural Officer, Dumka, presided. He gave an inspiring
talk on the principles and practices of scientific agri-
culture, and the place agriculture has in the second
five year plan of the Government. He gave us much
encouragement to develop our agricultural teaching and
demonstration at Kaerabani, Being a Christian himselif,
he spoke well of the place our Christian schools are
filling in India today. He especially encouraged us to
continue improving our handwork crafts.

We thank God for the general good health of our
students and staff throughout the year. Much credit is
due to Dr. Otto Forman who assisted by Mr. Roxit
of Dumka examined our students and staff thoroughly
in November, 1955, and again by Drs. William Scott
and Paul Murmu in December this year. Marked improve-
ment was indicated especially in the reports of amoebic
and hookworm among the hostel boys. Since 1952
amoebic has been reported reduced from 59% to 12%
and hookworm from 89% to 9%. Again we received
both cholera and typhoid vaccines from Government
for which we are very grateful. Powdered milk was
also distributed from Government supplies to Lower
Primary School students and others requiring milk
supplement. We are soon in need of two trained com-
pounders to replace the present ones reaching retiring
age.

We had a number of visitors who added much to
the inspiration of our school life. A group of students
and two teachers.from Grahampur High school in Assam
paid their first. visit to Kaerabaniin Octeber. In January-
we had & visit of Dr. Birkeli and Mr. Baetz ‘of ‘Luthe«:
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ran World Federation, who had . come from Geneva to
a meeting in South India. They were interested in
helping us develop agricultural teaching and we were
later verv happy to learn that a gift of Rs. 225,000
for this purpose has now been earmarked for develo-
ping our program of agriculture at Kaerabani.

The Bible Society book van stopped twice during
the year when much literature was sold among the
students and staff. Before school hours daily we have
a planned routine of Bible instruction for our Chris-
tians. This year our Hostel Sunday School was reor-
ganized into four classes and they have pledged two
seers of rice daily in addition to Sunday offerings in
the Church. It has been good to see their happy res-
ponse and how proud they are when it takes four or
five strong boys to carry their rice bags to the church.

The Christian teacher’s training school students
have been receiving instruction in Sunday School work
during Bible hours once a week and on Sundays they
have both observed and participated in Sunday School
teaching. In addition to learning how to organize village
Sunday School, they go regularly with Benjamin Pauria
who has been teaching this subject since his return
from the All-India Sunday School Teacher’s Institute
in Coonoor last May.

We thank the QGovernment of Bihar for increased
grant-in-aid this year and also we express our sincere
gratitude for the advice and help of all our inspectors
who have been very helpful.

Then for the prayers and gifts of the Mission
friends in our homelands we thank you one and all
and pray God will continue to bless your support as
He certainly has done in the past.
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‘To the teachers, staff and students who have given
of their kind generosity in extending hospitality to -us
these past four years we extend a hearty thanks. We
trust that you will continue to give loyal support to
your new principal and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. Johansen.

As we prepare to return on furlough we are happy
to leave the work in the experienced hands of Rev. and
Mrs. Johansen. We pray God’s continued blessing on
the ever expanding work at Kaerabani.

Above all we thank God for His faithfulness even
when we have not been so to Him. We rejoice in
the marvellous thought that it is our ever patient God
and Father who works in and through us all both to
will and to do his good pleasure.

Helen and Obert Landsverks

MAHARO GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL, MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND TRAINING SCHOOL.

Here in India the new year comes at the most
pleasant time of the entire year. At least, that is the
way it seems to those of us who come from the far
north and enjoy the coolness of the nights here and
the pleasant warmness of the day. Around in the villages
the rice has been harvested and people enjoy the new.
food. The supply of food is greater than at any other
time of the year.

Here in _Maharo we observed the first day of the
year as a thanksgiving day. and the congregationakl

biggest 'we have ever :bad and.thus it :should bé whenlthe
congregation should begin to think seriously of self-support.

v
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When the school began again we had the joy to
.s8e that  mearly -all the girls came back. There has
deen a strict rule now that all must pay school fees
-and boarding fees, before they can sit for the examina-
tion. Therefore, they go home debt free and no one
needs to stay at home because of old debt: 1t is quite
a task to collect all the money but it must be dcne.
‘This last year our matron, Miss Sorola Murmu, has
been responsible for collecting the boarding fees and
this she has carried out in a very satisfactory manner.
We are very thankful to her for her efficiency and
faithfulness in the leading of the hostel. The arrange-
ment that the girls bring rice seems to us to be an
economical saving. Most of them bring rice from their
own homes. During the last two years the hostel has
been full. It is a joy to feel that parents realize the
necessity that girls also receive education.

In the school the new year began with the change
that Miss Lois Tudu replaced Dewan Soren who took
over the position as supervisor (scrdar). In May Miss
Ruth Sushila Singh resigned and was married and moved
to Kaerabani. Since it was decided that the Infant
Class should be discontinued in accordance with the
new school arrangement, there was no new teacher
appointed in her place. Instead, we obtained a new
teacher in the high school from the first of July, Miss
Nilmani Minz. She is failed B. A.and will in addition to
her work here, prepare herself to again appear for
the B. A. examination. She replaced Mrs. Hemlota Lall

who had to leave for health reasons.

Since this year was the first time we sent girls
up for matriculation we looked forward to this exams
tion with -great expectation. We had six candidates
and they had to participate in the examination held
at the Gawernment High School in Dumka. In the las
af June /the mesults were received- Three passed in
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second division, and ome in third division. Naturally,.
the disappointment was great for the two who did not-
succeed. From July we have had only three in the
Matric Class, so we have small beginnings. But  at the
same time the first class in the high school is filled
with 29 girls and the total enrollment in the four classes:
is 46 from the beginning of the school year in July:

In our Teacher’'s Training Class we have had the
usual enrollment of sixteen. We have up to this time
accepted only as many as we have stipends for from
the Government. The final examination for these will
be held sometime in April, 1957.

During the first half year the state of health was.
good and all, both students and teachers, were able
to return home well at summer vacation time. The
yearly medical examination took place the last part
of July when Dr. Hdel Busch Haugstad was so kiad
as to undertake the examination. In the meantime,
Miss Ragnhild Rein who has been nurse here since
1946 began to feel ill during vacation last summer. At
the end of August a specialist in Calcutta advised her
to return home to Norway as soon as possible. This:
was a hard blow for us all here in Maharo and for -
herself the departure was not easier. It has been good -
to see the love and intercession on her behalf out in
the congregations and here in the school. We were
reminded so strongly of the words in Isajah 55:8 * For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith Jehovah.” Approximately one
month after Miss Rein had left us, Miss Elise Dragoy..
came to fill the vacancy here. We are very thankful
to her and to the Mission Secrstary who obtained help
for us so quickly. A few weeks after Miss Rein left
us one of our girls died at Mohulpahari Hospital after
only a few days illness. _It was also with heavy hearf
that we had to send home one of the girls in Class
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III,.YVhO returned .sick .after summer vacation. She had
tuberculosis and died in her home in the beginning of
December. -

.Also this year our teachers have been helpful with
nmeetings and extra activities for the girls. Every
Monday the Girl Scouts gather and the headmistress
of the Traning School iz always the driving force there. -
The Sunday School is conducted by the Training Class.
Otherwise, we each take our turn conducting the regu-
lar meetings. The Bible hours on Thursday afternoon
for ‘the teachers seem to us to be an important link
in our work, for God’s Word is our Leading Star and
we receive strength from praying together for our work
and for ourselves.

The first Sunday in November was also a festival
day in that 17 girls were confirmed in the church by
Rev. A. E. Stronstad. May the seriousness of the day
follow these young ones through their iife and the band
of faith knit them more and more to their Lord and Savi-
our.

Before I close this report I desire to give expres-
sion to our thankfulness to the Indian Government
for its financial grants and co operation during the year
and to the staff for faithful and efficient work from
day to day. And not the least, we are thankful to you
friends in the homelands who so faithfully stand to-
gother with us in prayer and work. At the end of
this year we can again look back on the lovingness of
God and goodness under all that met us. His promises
stand.

Edle Sigurdsens
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BASETKUNDI MIDDLE ENGLISH SCHOOL.

The year 1956 was a memorable year in the his-
tory of the school in that the schcol which has wup
until now been under the Mission was transferred to
the Church and now is under Sultanabad Circle. When
the: schonol openéd again after Christmas vacation
on the 9th of January, 1956, this transfer was marked
at an informal gathering.

The teachers of the schoo!, Circle President and
Secretary, and the missionaries gathered for devotion
and prayer meeting. At this time the keys of the
school office were turned over to the President of Sultanabad
Circle who in turn turned over the keys to the head master
of the school. That will be an hour which we shall
remember. When the school bell rang for the devotions
for the students, we wen: in a group t> the Church
where the transfer from Mission school to the Church’s
own school was brought forth in a short message. One
has always so many good hopes and plans at the
beginning of a new year. And our best hope for the
school’s growth and advancement, blessing and that
it always must be in accordance with God’s will can
be expressed in these words, “And God is able to
make all grace abound unto you” The word from
Philippians 3:16 became so real, ‘“only whereunto
we have attained, by that same rule let us walk. ”

There have been several changes with the school in
the course of the year. Butthe most outstanding change
is that we have a new headmaster. A oyung Christian San-
tal whote home is in Sultanabad, Augustine Tudu, I. A.
was appointed by the school committee and approved
by the school authorities as headmaster for the school.
For several years a teacher from a Catholic congija- _
gation held .that .office.. But there was some dissatis-
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faction: ~He never couild read “God’s ~Word or pray to-
gether with the school’s teachers or students. But,
otherwise, he tried to do his best in the classrooms.

The enrollment in the school has gradually in-
creased the last few years so that this year we have
178 students on the roll. There is a group of approxis
mately 30 who irregularly come from the surrounding
villages, and because they come so irregular we have
not enrolled them in the school register. In the smaller
classes both boys and girls take part in the instruction.
We have a total of 11l non-christian students while
only 67 come from Christian homes. In the boarding
there is a marked increase recently with 94 enrclled.
It has been a joy to see the big group of young boy’s
come to church on Sunday. They favour the cougre-
gation with choir anthems occasionally. A few boys
have been baptized while they have been here in school
and one joined the congregation by transfer from a
Catholic congregation.

Every Sunday morning there are Sunday School
classes in the church for those who live in the boar-
ding. This is led by the teachers. There have also
been held weekly young people meetings for the older
boys in the boarding and the young people of Baset-
kundi congregation.

Among the students the greater part have shown
interest for the school work. They each have their
small garden plot, in which they compete to see who
keeps it the nicest and receives the most products.
The students have been co-operative when they have
been asked to do any extra work and they have taken
part in “village uplifs ” A bigger garden belongs to
the boarding.

_.A serious illness, “Malaria-Typhoid ” created many
difficulties this year and for a while. we were . .concer-~ -.
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ned whether or not the seventh class would be able
to take the middle school examination. But by God’s
grace they fared well, both through sickness and ei;a-
mination. The teachers have faithfully done their duties
and shown willingness in co-operation.

We desire to express a hearty thanks to all our
co-workers and those that have shared the responsibi-
lity of the school’s operation with us.

We also express hearty thanks to all mission friends
in the homelands who have faithfully continued in
intercession and love.

God be thanked for all grace.

Rakel and Ingolf Hoyland.



MEDICAL WORK IN SANTAL
PARGANAS.

MOHULPAHARI CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL.

“Ye also helping together on our behalf by your
supplications ; that for the gift bestowed upon us
by means of many, thanks may be given by many
persons on our behalf.” II Cor. 1: 11.

It is indeed with much joy that thanks may be
given by the many who have been praying for the work
here at Mohulpahari in 1956. Truly God has blessed
us this year despite its many trials and difficulties and
long periods of separation. Your prayers on our behalf
helped tremendously and we could feel the uplift of
the Holy Spirit in response to your supplications. It
was our first year in the work and we have comse to
realize the gigantic task to which we have been called.
Our training in medicine and surgery, nursing, in field
hospital administration, in the language study and in
specialized studies in the School of Tropical Medicine
have prepared us for this work and we praise His Name
for emabling us to be here. We would have appreciated
more special training in Bible School, but perhaps the
Lord can use even us to give a simple testimony
through our professional duties that will bring honor
to His Name and lead some into the knowledge of the
Truth.

PERSONNEL ¢

It has been a year of change, but God has been
faithful, guing ever before us, making the rough places
smooth. [n April, Dr. and Mrs. Otto Forman left for
Denmark on furlough. We were sorry to see them go
but the hospital was in excellent conditiou when they



Tt . NINETIETH ANNUALS REPORT. . 712 =u? 2§

left and we wish to extend to them a hearty thanks
for making our work so much easier in starting- aut.
Without the fine foundation which had been established
in the work it would have been an extremely difficult
year. As it was, however, the work carried on very
well in the traditions of the past, to the honor and
glory of God.

For the most of the year, T had to be away from
Mohulpahari while studying in Calcutta at the Tropical
School. I returned only on alternate weekends in a
hectic flurry of activity, doing an occasion major opera-
tion, supervising the various building projects and sig-
ning various letters and bills which had been accumula-
ting while away. It was not easy to be in charge. by
remote control. However, the medical and surgical
skills of Dr. Chatterjee and Dr. Halder enabled the
hospital to run at peak efficiency. Miss Hilma Gijerde
did a fine job in the Nursing Department and Mrs. Jeanne
Scott ran the Administrative Office, keeping up with
the many demands for more drugs, supplies and pay-
roll distribution. Miss Alice Axelson continued in the
Nursing School after her return from Hindi Language
School with a full program of teaching. The other
staff workers also continued to perform their duties
without tiring so that the total patient load was main-
tained with very little alteration.

In July we received a new doctor on our staff,
Dr. H. Mukherjee;, MB, BS, who came to us after Dr.
Halder left for further medical studies. He comesfrom
Rampurhat where his father is Vice-Principal of-the
Rampurhat College. He is well trained and we are
very happy for his fine, willing and eager spirit. We
wish to thank Dr. Halder for his. time with. us: He
-was a fine doctor and had & wonderful .Christian wit-
ness among the patients. Wae trust; that: God will indead

8
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bless him as he pursues his graduate studies in Cal-
cutta.

In August, I came up from Calcutta on an emer-
gency visit to deliver a fine bouncing baby girl to Dr.
and Mrs. Chatterjee by Cesarian Section. Prior to and
following the delivery Mrs. Chatterjee had a rather
stormy course which finally turned out alright. Through
this period and through the long months before Dr.
Chatterjee bad been under a constant strain. This led
to his health breaking down and for an anxious two
weeks I saw him regularly at the Presidency General
Hospital in Calcutta where he had come for treaimnent
of an acute illness. We were thankful to God for ans-
wered prayer in respect to the Chatterjees and we con-
tinue to pray that God will have his way in their
lives in the coming days. We are praying also for
Dr. and Mrs. Mukherjee who have yet to see the glo-
rious Light of the Gospel in their own lives. Continue
with your prayers as well.

We were happy to welcome Dr. Paul Murmu back
from his studies in America and look forward to seeing
him regularly here at Mohulpahari. He will work part
time at Saldoha Leprosy Colony and part time at
Mohulpahari until such & time as he feels God’s
leading in respect to his future work. We wish him
every success in his future program and trust that he
will be happy to work among us once again.

OQur Obstetrical Service has increased to over 100
deliveries this past year which is a big advance in an
.area where home deliveries are the accepted mode.
Among the babies were two fine boys born to mission-
:ary ladies. One boy was born to Mrs. Bonarjee, wife
of Birbhum District Magistrate, and the other to Mrs.
Torkildsen wife of our Mission Treasurer. We are thanke
fall -for 4be small part we ‘played in helping them.
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Several other missionaries had severe illnesses this
year which required various periods of hospitalizations,
and special examination. Miss Axelson had a rather
prolonged illness which limited her work at the Nursing
School but did not prevent her from experiencing the joy
in seeing the School recognized by the Bihar Nursing
Council for training of Auxilliary Nurses. She will go on
furlough in January 1957, for a well earned rest eand
necessary treatment so that she might return to carry
on her excellent work in 1958. The Report of the
Nursing School is appended herewith.

In December, our sordar and driver, Thomas Sunua
Mia, was baptized into the Christian faith at our Mohul-
pahari Church and with his decision came the answers
to many prayers on his behalf.. We rejoice also in
the way he is carrying on in his zeal and interest.
Continue to pray for him in the days ahead as he seeks
to win wife and family who are yet in heathendom.

HOSPITAL PLANT AND KQUIPMENT.

The new equipment we brought from America has.
been hard at use. The Jeep Station Wagon Ambulance
given by the Norwegian Young People’s Society of
Trinity Church in Brooklyn has been a wonderful utility
vehicle, carrying patients and supplies from as far as two
hundred miles from the hospital, over all kinds of difficult
roads. The Anesthesia Machine given by friends in
Minnesota has broadened our range of surgical procedures,
as has the new dermatoms, suction machines, and oxy-
gen resusitators. In the laboratory the new centrifuge
and electric colorimeter have extended our diagnostio
facilities. In the Outdoor Department construction is
under way for two new doctors’ offices and a large
waiting room for the clinic patients. This will also
gerve to provide shelter for the indoor patients’ families
and attendants who are no longer permitted to live on
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tha wards, A8 a result of this restriction the wards have
& ,much heater ‘appearance and the nurses are gefting
more experience in patient care since more of the patients’
needs are now being met by the staff nurses which
formerly were handled by the relatives.

CHRISTIAN WITNESS

“Mrs. Das -continues her faithful witness daily
on-‘the wards and in the Out-Door. Her contacts bring
many patients- under the Gospel message for the
first time in their lives and the literature distri-
bution extends this message beyond the hospital
compound. Bhikulal Pastor has had a very difficult
year in this .congregation due to elements of unrest
among some of the members. He has continued to pre-
sent the true Gospel message with a real living witness
to the people and we praise God for his evangelical
approach in Church and in the Bible Study periods.

We have started a men's Bible Class using the
Landour Bible Institute course * Way of Salvation”
There was a good response initially and we trust that
the Word may penetrate deeply into the lives of these
who take part in this regular Bible study. These courses
are in Hindi and we are hoping to get them into San-
tali as well, #0 those of our compound and outside may
begin to take this study in their own tongue. Pray
with us that this undertaking may be successful in rea-
ching thoser who may not yet know the blessed expe-
rience of the inner life with Christ.

STATISTICAL REPORT.

. As you can see from the appended statistice the
work has progressed very well despite the shortage of
staff workers and serious illnesses. We praise God that
He, has enabled us to continue the Nursing School for
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19,6 with .. applications from new students. .We look
forward to a bright New Year in 1957 and trust that
each of you will continue to remember us daily before
the Throne of Grace that God will effectively work
through us to the end that these dear ones to whom
we have been sent may come to know Him Who gives
Life and gives it more abundantly.

Jeanne and William R. Scott.
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A, OUT—PATIENT DEPARTMENT

Christians
Santals
Hindus
Muslims
Men

Boys
Women
Girls

Admitted during the year

New Patients
Repeat Visits

Total

2.958
4.381
11.545
3.331
12.315
2.351
6.085
1.464

11.708
10.507

22215

Laboratory Tests
Injections
Abscesses

Plaster of Paris
Tooth Extractions
Minor Operations
Flouroscopies
X-ray Photos

B. IN—PATIENT DEPARTMENT.

Average length of hospitalization

Number of Deaths

Christians
Santals
Hindus
Muslim

Ophthalmic

Ent
Glandular
Neck

Abdominal General

Urologic

317
389
684
234

47

14
19
5

130
222

Men
Boys
Women
Girls

C. SURGERY & OBSTETRICS

Plastic
Gynecological
Ano-Rectal
Orthopedic
Obstetrical

1.624
12 days

11.722
5.319

232
107
230
370

l'527

30

650
234
584
156

14
128
12
23
125

Sterile Procedures 43

Total Procedures: 782
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MOHULPAHARI NURSING SCHOOL.

“Trust in the Lord and He will bring it to pass.
(Psalm 37:5)”
One specific object of our trusting in regard to the
Nursing School in Mohulpahari Christian Hospital has
been brought to pass in this year of 1956. In late fall
of 1955 the inspection of our facilities by a represen-
tative of the Bihar Nursing Registration Council was
made. The result was a favourable recommendation, and
in April, 1956, came the long awaited word that ** Mohul-
pahari Hospital is provisionally recognized by this Coun-
¢il for the training of Auxilliary Nurses.”

Tn October, by special permission and payment of
a special fes, two student nurses who had been studying
and working and waiting for that day went to Patna
for their written State Board examinaiion. Two weeks
later they went to Ranchi for the practical and oral
parts of the same examination. It was a chatter-full
day of suspense when they returned and younger stu-
dents, graduate nurses, and all talked all at once to
hear “all about the exam.s” A thankful and more
serene joy reigned on the day a few weeks later when
the letter came to tell us both had passed.

Now we are coutinuing to trust that the Govern-
ment will maintain its recognition and that our stu-
dents may continue to have success in the State Exa-
minations. We trust also that even as our God has
fulfilled for us these necessities, He is quietly and surely
shaping the environment where young women together
with the disciplines of their profession will be helped
in those disciplines of the soul which will turn their
desires toward living for Him and iiim ounly. Do truse,
and pray, and work with us to that end, and He will bring
it to pass.

Alice Axelsou.
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SALDOHA LEPER COLONY.

When we look back upon the year which has passed
and on all that has happened, we can only say * Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us so well, even unto today.”
Often the problems were many and big, but afterwards
we saw the Lord had helped us through, not always
as we had expected it. We sensed that to have friends
who intercede for the work and us who are in the
work is a great and priceless blessing which we in our
wisdom cannot understand or measure the depth of.

Due to the high cost of living we had to reduce
the total number of patients to 350. Four hundred and
forty have been treated during the course of the year
in the colony. The Government has opened =several
dispensaries around in the district where medicine for
leprous patients is also available. Thus, we were able to
transfer the names of some patients who could receive
medicine at such places. They return here after one
year for check-ups. In the colony we try to admit
only those that are the most contagious and live among
small children.

It is a joy to see a good improvement in many
patients after they have begun with the new tablets.
Fifteen were this year discharged with certificates
and a great number showed marked improvement.
Such results give encouragement to those that are still
left behind. Unfortunately, we have a group who
came too late for treatment and will be here until
their death. But the greater part we may say, have
a hope, either great or small. This year also
many came for examination for the first time. Some
of them we admitted, but most of them we could
transfer to Government dispensarics and many to our
own dispensaries in Benagaria or Maharo together with
the three conducted under Saldoha. The Methodist
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stsxon a.lso has a dlspensarylout in the d1str1ct where
a Norwegmn ‘nurse works. They also send their patients
here for examination and check-ups.

The statistick’ for this year are’ as follows:

 SymproM Muca
OLD PAT NEW PAT- FREE BETTER SLIGHTLY SAME""

IENTS IENTS BEITER
Saldcha 377 -° 63 - 47 9 - 287 120
Saldoha 114 " 31 12 ° 0 65 64
out-door
Baromasia 252 55 5 0 105 * 165
Tarni 218 61 2 0 113 155

The consultations at the out-door dispensaries have
increased from year to year. In 1954 there were 11,676
consultations. In 1955 there were 15,165 consultations
and this year 17,503 consultations.

With the same personnel as before, sometimes less,
we must say that those who have been our co-workers
have been faithful and persevering. Twice weekly two
or three go out to the out-door dispensaries which are
six miles away. It can be terrifically hot, storm or
great rain, but they must go.

Dr. Roy has been the doctor for the leprous patients
also this: past year, but he had to be away a time
during the illness and death of his wife, and then we were
without the services of a doctor. He is now left alone
with seven children of which the youngest is only an
infant.’

Sister Kari Ringheim has been ‘in charge of the
hospital for leprous patients. They are admitted -into "
this hosplt&l from the colony when they have fever,
bad gores or need nursmg care for other comphcanons. 3
The beds are -always occupied and very often the place

9
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is too small. We must also sometimes admit very ill
leprous patients who come from the villages and need
hospital care. There are eix leprous nurses as assis-
tants. When someone leaves, new ones must be trained.
Sister Kari has had the responsibility of all this work.

Pastor Salhae Marandi has church services in the
church for nonlepers and out in the district, and has
also participated in the work among the patients with
church services, meetings and instruction for baptism.
Last year sixteen were given baptismal instruction for
over half a year. They were baptized on the Sunday
between Christmas and New Year and that became a
great day for us all. Several younger ones also took
part in the instruction, but they cannot be baptized
until they become of age since the families are non-
christians. In the spring a small group which had
earlier been instructed and baptized were confirimed.
We feel that there is a big group that have open
hearts for the Gospel. We havealso been so fortunate as to
receive visits from visitors who have taken one or more
meetings. Miss M. Lofthus from America worked here
nearly two weeks, held Bible hours and with chalk
drawings illustrated her messages from the Bible. It
made the message vivid for many. We had shorter
visits from Bishop Schioler and his wife from Denmark,
Dr. Williams a representative from the Lutheran Federa-
tion to the Batak Church, and several of our mission-
aries. Miss Nelly Knarvik, who works among the
children in the Santal Mission in Norway celebrated
Christmas together with us here in Saldoha. Professor
Wexelson from Aas Agricultural College was on a trip
through India and spent one day at Saldoha. We are
thankful to all these for their visit. Such visits refresh
both ill and well people in a lonely place.

The children’s home for well children of leprous
patients was closed this past year, The oldest girl is

¥
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now in Maharo Girls’ School and the biggest boy in
Kaerabani Boys’ School. One boy lives here in the
boarding school at Saldoha. Three girls were adopted
by Christian families who would like to have them,
and two small boys returned home -to their families in
the village.

Sister Margit Hannevik has worked among the
non-lepers. A dispensary and hospital with seven beds
is a help for the staff and people who come from the
villages. The consultations have continually been many
since it is a long way to another hospitale Last year
the dispensary was visited by 7969 patients.

This year we have also .received grants from Go-
vernment and we are thankful for their help. Likewise,
we express thanks to Mission $o Lepers and all friends
in America, Denmark and Norway who have supported
us in offerings and intercessions.

May this blessing continue to be shared on us in
Saldoha so that destitutes may continue to receive
help both to body and soul and God’s Name be glori-
fied. :

Aslaug and Jens Ssure.
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“WORK IN BENGAL

BENGALI WOMEN’S WORK IN BIRBHUM
__AND. SANTAL PARGANAS.

Another year has passed and looking back we re-
member God’s unfailing.love and goodness throughout
the year from the beginning to the end. The work
among the women has been carried out by our wor-
kers as usual, Mrs. Das in Murarai and Mrs. Dutto
in Dumka and Mrs. Biswas was transferred to Suri in
November. We hope she will be used very much in
that part of the district. KEarlier in the year Miss
Mullick was sent to Suri and worked out from there
for a short time. There are many possibilities for work
in that area. Murshidabad is still without any Bible-
woman, but we hope that some arrangement can be
made for regular visits to this area where there are
many open doors.

From that part of the . field we plan to send a
_couple to the Nimasarai Divinity School for training,
and it is our great hope that they may come back
and work among their own people. Here in Narainpur
Miss. Mullick -.and the Bible students have done house
visitation in the big village near here and in the surroun-
ding villages going farther and farther out. Many contacts
have been made, many Gospel portions and tracts have
been distributed and the Seed sown in many hearts. In
three surrounding villages there are Christians who are
regularly visited and women’s meetings held, attended by
many women from the neighboring houses. Much more
interest is shown in many places and we just long
that it may one day bear fruit.

This year also it was possible to go cut in camp
and visit the various congregations. The work of tea-
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chmg can not be over-emphasized, ‘I feel. It is so
needed, especially where there are new Chrlstlans In
one of the congregations there were two families who
had recently been baptized. They live far away from
other Christians, and one month after baptism the old
father in the family suddenly was taken ill and two
days after our visit there he died. His funeral was a
mighty testimony to the mnon-christians around there.
All the men from the neighboring Christian c&ﬁg}éga-
tion came and helped the famlly in making all the
preparations and digging th8 grave and showed 50 much
brotherly love that the people were astonished. Sta-
ylng just in the midst of the village gives much oppor-
tumty to leam to know the people better and to share
their problems with them. There is always something
to be settled. Children who have to be sent to school,
some have fallen away and gone astray, peace has to
be established anew. In so living with them we come
to know the people in a new way, and love them more.
It is also good to see the circumstances under which
our workers live and work. We always come back with
this feeling: If we only could do more for them, visit
them more regularly. But the districts are so wvast
‘and the congregations are so widespread. Thus, it now
is impossible. More over, we have up until now had
to rely on the buses and bullock carts which are both
very unreliable. The buses go as the wind blows and
the distances are so great that the time spent waiting
on the road for the buses amounts to a lot. Moreover,
they usually go only half of the way. It is our great
hope and prayer that it will be possible one day
to get a jeep, so that the problem of getting around
will be solved.

The work here in Narainpur is centered in the
Bible Training School which has gone on steadily through-
out most of the year. The results of the Junior Exa-
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mination for the Bible women were as follows: 7 passed
in first division, and 1 in second division. The stu-
dents are very eager to learn and we hope and pray
that they may be very useful workers, wherever they
may be placed. They should finish the entire course
in 1957. It has been a privilege to teach them and
& joy to both Miss Mullick and myself to see them
work so hard and pass with such fine results, but, most
of all to see their understanding widening and urge
for witnessing growing. <I'he Senior course is much more
difficult, but they all passed well in the first part.

In the dispensary many patients have found their
way for .getting help inspite of a period of closing down
due to ill health. Much illness has prevailed due to
the unusual heavy rainy season. One of Biblewomen
is also a very efficient midwife and has been called
out during the year to many cases in the village. For
that help many are very thaakful.

We close this year’s report with much thankfulness
to our friends in the homelands who have backed us
in prayer. May the blessing of the Lord rest on
us all throughout the coming year, so that we may
see the work bear fruit in the hearts of many.

Inger Krogh Nielsen.
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COOCH BEHAR CIRCLE.

When we look back on the past year we have
much to thank God for. In a brief report, I can but
only point out a few things. First, I would like to
mention our annual church gathering. This year it
was held from the 9th to the 11th March at Putimari.
It was a good gathering from the beginning to the
end, and we felt that God had spoken to each one of
us through His Holy Word and strengthened our spiri-
tual life. We had Bible lessons, prayer meetings, and
heard reports from the different congregations and
talked about the work and how to extend it and streng-
then it.

Shortly after this we had Miss Lofthas from Ame-
rica visiting us. All the workers gathered for a Bib-
le course in Cooch Behar. Miss Lofthus had much to
give, and we trust that our workers went back to
their respective villages strengthened in their faith and
more burning in their zeal to proclaim the Gospel in
the villages. The public evening meeting was also well
visited during these days.

During the year we have had our regular workers’
meetings once a month. The workers gather for Bible
study and give also reports from the work in the villa-
ges. We talk together about the different problems
from the work in their villages, and pray together.
These meetings prove to be very valuable for the work.

One of the greatest problems of our work is the
lack of leaders. By giving stipends we hope to help
promising young boys and girls to receive a better
education so the problem might be lessened, if not solved.

This year Kedar Nath Marak started his three
year's course in the Divinity School in Malda. Soon



oy iola | CapdIE L3 ‘o Yo S fans A
72 THE SANTAL SHsSION OF THE NORTHERN CHURCHES,
‘; Lo 5 BT Lu o F, T A
a young Gard boy who has passed his matric will start
for his L. Th. course in Cherrapunji.

In view of the new primary school for our tribal’™*
boys, one of the teachers, Haradhon Nokruk is mow

taking his basic training in Cooch Behar. A Garo ‘gitl"’

is studying in the college in Cooch Behar. “In 'this
way we hope to prepare for the future.’ -

The work out in the congregations has gone more
or less as usual. The pastor and evangelists have fre-
quently visited the churches for services and other meetings.

From the ncn--christian community several have been
baptized this year and for this we thank God. We
know that in our own power we can do nothing, but
we are also aware of what the Scripture says that
“1 can do all things through Christ which strengthened

»

me.

So we thank Him and pray that He will always
cause us to triumph in Christ Jesus so that our lives
may bea continuous witness to His glory. Our thanks
go also to all our friends who support the work by
their prayers and their means. In eclosing I would like
to quote the words as found in I Corinthians 15:58
“ wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfist.........as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. ”

John A. Roy,
Chairman, Cooch Behar Circle.

L1
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DINHATA.

When looking back over the past year, our hearts
are filled with thanks and praise for the privilege of
having been able to serve another year in the igréa}t‘;
Vineyard of our Lord and Master.

We praise Him for all the children and young peo-
ple He has entrusted into our care. In the beginning
of the year we had the joy of opening a new boarding
for boys. By doing so0, the number of school children
was increased by fifteen. In the girls’ boarding, we
had twenty-nine boarders and in the school we had
seventy-two names on the 1roll. The number of day
scholars from the villages around has gradually increa-
sed and we count it a privilege to have the opportunity
to teach the Bible to these Hindu and Mohammedan
children. We pray that they will carry the Good Ti-
dings further on into their homes.

For the first time we had class six opened in our
school and because of that we had to have more tea-
cherse A new headmaster, C. H. Marak, from the Aus-
tralian Baptist Mission, Birisiri, was appointed together
with his daughter who is a senior trained teacher.

The work among the young people has been very
encouraging. In May we had the joy of having Miss
Lofthus from California here for some days and her
teaching became a great blessing to them all. After
her visit a Bible class for the bigger boys and girls
was started and held every Sunday afternoon. It has
been a great joy to share the wonderful truths of God’s
Word with these souls who seem to respond greatly.
A Confirmation class for boys was also held during
the first months of the year and it was a day of praise
and thankfulness when in the beginning of June the
Pastor from Cooch Behar came out-here and performed

10
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the Confirmation. What a.wonderful . sight to see ten
young boys kneel at the altur and receive the Lord’s
Supper for the first time in their lives. How we pray
that God may bless and keep them as His children
and make them faithful servants of His Kingdom. Every
Saturday the girls and boys gather separately for Young
People’s meetings for which they themselves have the
whole responsibility. We do hope it will stimulate
them to start similar meetings later in their own
congregations.

But we realize that we are here not only for the
Christians, but also for the non-christians around us.
Every time we have been out proclaiming the Gospel
we are filled with thanks and wish we had more time
and strength to give to this important work. But we
are happy to get in contact with all the Hindus and
Mohammedans who are coming here for medical help.
Last year the number of tuberculosis patients has in-
creased considerably and by having been entrusted the
distribution of powder milk, butter oil and flour
from the National Christians Council, we have been
able to help them to a better diet also.

To all you who are so faithfully standing behind us
in our work by your prayers and offerings, we want
to express our hearty thanks. The fruit of the work
may not seem to be as much as we expect, but let
us take new courage remembering the word * There-
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord. forasmuch

as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lordo »

Elsa Philquict and Ada Wittander.
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NIMASARAI.

The most important event which -effected the life
end work here in Nimasaraithis year, was ‘the re-ope-
ning of the Bengali Divinity School. The schoel actu-
ally did not open until the beginningof September, but
months previously we had to start getting ready <or
the coming of the studemnts. The old church building
was -converted into a scheolroom, with mew oeiling.
tables and benches. The old dispensary was made
ready for the students as living quarters. Riece and
firewood had to be stocked and books be bought before
the school started. It is the desire of the Bengal District
Church Council that we should conduct a three year’s
ecourse.

We started the school with 9 students. It is quite
a mixed group, one Kamar preacher from Dingdinga
Circle, one Garo from Cooch Behar, one Boro, two
young Bengalis from Birbhum Circle, the preacher from
Sajinipara Mission in Murshidabad and 3 young ‘men
from Malda. Only one of the students -is below the
Middle English standard. Some of them have read up
to class 9 or 10. We have been able to make fairly
good progress already and could finish most of ‘the
Junior Course Examinations before the Christmas vaea-
tion. Final examinations have been taken by the stu-
dents one by one, as we have finished the respective
subjects.

Before the school opened, the preacher in Eklakhi,
L. C. Konai, moved to Nimasarai to be a permanent
assistant teacher. Temporary help in the teaching has
been given by Rev. P.L. Lande and Rev. S. Johansen.

Two of the students have their families along. Their
wives are getting Biblical instruction also. Our -two
‘Biblewomen -and Mrs. Kjolberg are conducting classes
‘for them:
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The other institutions in Nimasarai have been
carried on as in previous years. The Primary School
has had about ‘90  pupils with a staff of 3 teachers.
The boy’s hostel has had about 25 boys with the same
boarding master, Barnabas Murmu. The Sunday School,
Youth Club and Women’s Club have continued their
work regularly. The women arranged a women’s mee-
ting the last week of October, where about 830 women
from different congregations took part. Mrs. Kjolberg
has attended to about 500 patients in her nursing
routine.

In our last annual report we mentioned the prob-
lem of poverty here in Malda. In order to do some-
thing- about it we this year formed a so-called “ Busi-
ness Committee.” The committee is supposed to think
out ways and means to better the economic and social
conditions of our Bengali Christians. Our first attempt,
however, proved to be a failure. The men we tried to
help did not manage to carry our plans through. We
opened a blacksmith shop here in Nimasarai with a
plan to extend it by and by, and possibly to build up
some sort of a technical school for our young boys. With
this in view, we sent three of our Christian boys down
to Balasore Technical School for training. But for
geveral reasons none of them were able to continue.
After some months we also had to close the black-
smith shop here. It proved to be impossible for our
Christian blacksmiths to operate it somewhat economi-
cally, even after we had supplied them with all neces-
sary tools and materials. We ran into quite heavy
debts in order to help get things going. We hope,
however, that we have learnt something through this
first unhappy experiment and that our next attempt
must be more successful.

That economic uplift is necessary has been onmly too
clearly proved this year. Because of excessive rains the
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rice harvest was partly damaged. That means higher
prices of rice. The condition of many of our Christians
have been most pitiable. Fortunately, we also this year
have received some milk powder and butter oil through
the Indian Red Cross for free distribution. It certainly

has been a blessing to the people in and around about
tne Mission compound.

After being tied down to the teaching in the Divi-
nity School, together with all the other responsibilities
here in Nimasarai, it hurts to think of all the work
which should have 'been done in this vast district.
Thinking of our Bengali congregations here in Malda
we must confess that we are waiting for signs of new
life. So many of our Christians seem to have taken
baptism mainly because they thought it would mean
material advantages, or because they for some reason
had left their own community. In the course of time,
many of this type of Christians have fallen back. Also
this year several Christian [amilies went back to their
old Hincu community. This was partly due to the
activity of the Ram Krishna Mission. This * Mission”
is trying to make the way back easy for our Chris-
tians. We believe that a purifying process is needed.
We, therefore, do mot so much fear the activity of the
Ram Krishna Mission. What we fear is that our pas-
tors and preachers shall be too late waking up to the
situation. .It is through them that new life can be
brought into our congregations.

We have seen signs of encouragement during this
year. One of these was the convention in Patra in
the month of March, where a committee consisting
solely of Bengali and Santal preachers carried out most
efficiently the many arrangements for the big gathering.
There Christians came, from many congregations and
stayed together in self-made huts for 3 days. The
message of revival was powerfully proclaimed by the
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Children’s 'Special Service Mission ‘preather, Mr. S.
Pandit.

Another sign was the short Bible courses -for wor-
kers at the end of the year, where our workers seemed
to grasp something more about the ever-recurring theme
of self-support. They solemnly signed a paper stating
that they would start everyone in their own family to bring
life into the many plans we have been talking about.
This is the way ahead.

1t has also been a great relief and help this year
to have had Miss Lilly Petersen working among the
women and children. She has made several visits around
to the different congregations. We are sure that this
work will bear fruit.

St. Paul wrote, thinking of the situation in which
he was working, ** We are troubled on every side, yet
not distressed. We are perplexed, but not in despair.”
Thinking of our situation during the past year we
want to make these words our own.

And we want to thank all the friends in the home
countries for trustfully supporting us another year, with
your prayers and with your offerings.

Solveig and Per Kjolberg.
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SANTAL WORK IN NORTH. BENGAL.

Bagsarai Mission is gradually becoming a center
for our work among Santals in Malda-Dinajpur and
that is what it was meant to be. In 1956 all
our Church Council meetings have been held here, and
towarde the end of the year the first Bible course took
place here. This has been our goal for a long time.
Twenty-five evangelists and pastors came together for
a week and a half. Rev. Kjolberg came every day to
give Bible lectures. We were also very happy to have
Rev. S. Johansen here three days to give lessons. The
rest of the speakers were seven Santals and the un-
dersigned. The plan is to have regular Bible courses
here, both for our Church workers and for members
of our congregations throughout the entire dictrict.

In July the new church at Bagsarai was dedicated
by the General Superintendent, Rev. O. 8. Bjerkestrand.
In December a school house with two classrooms was
completed. School will start in January of 1957 for children
from nearby villages. The Santal preacher, Mohendro
Hembrom at Bagsarai was transferred to Nimasarai and
Munshi Hembrom from Nimasarai has come to Bagsarai
to work as a teacher in the school heresand asa
part-time preacher.

It was decided in the church council that Pastor
Jonas Hasdak’ now living at Rajadighi Mission, should
move over to Bagsarai where a house for him and his
family is under construction, Jonas Pastor is president
of the church council and up to now co-operation bet-
ween him and the district missionary has proved dif-
ficult as they live quite a distance from each other.
His coming here will facilitate the co-operation and
also his work as president and treasurer for our church
in Malda=Dinajpur, as Bagsarai is in a very ceniral
place.
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In Khoribari pastorate Pastor Jaeram Hasdak' bas
done a quiet, but good work. So has also Pastor John
Marndi in Rotonpur pastorate in West Dinajpur. He
is a young man with quite a good understanding of his
duties as a pastor. In Narayanpur pastorate Pastor
Munshi Murmu is still working, but he is getting old
and does not feel fit to travel around much. If a
good young man could be found soon to take his place,
it would be good for the work up there.

In Malda-Dinajpur we have four pastors and twenty-
two evangelists. Several of the evangelists are part-time
workers. Most of them own some land which means
that they spend most of their time working on their
land, and the evangelistic work suffers. Time may
come to change this set up, by bhaving more pastors
and less lay preachers. As it is now, one pastor has five
to eight congregations to serve. With less congrega-
tions in a pastorate, a pastor will have a better chance
of becoming a shepherd for his flock, visiting the peo-
ple in their homes, more careful instruction of the
young before they are confirmed, and better instruc-
tion of those who want to become Christians. These
things are essential for the life and growth of the
Church. But as the situation is today, it is far from
satisfactory.

From our brethren in East Pakistan there is as
usual both good and not so good reports. East Dinaj-
pur Circle is without a pastor since Bajnath Baske
was discharged last year. Pastor Budhrai Hasdak’
from Rajshahi Circle has done his best, apart from
looking after eleven congregations in his own pastorate,
to look after the congregations. in KEast Dinajpur. It
is decided that two voung men from Pakistan will be
ordained as. pastors. in ithe beginning .of 1957.. The. two
first missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. Ottesen from America
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have just arrived to take up work on our mission
field in East Pakistan. But they will just have to learn
the language before they settle down in earnest to do
district work. We ask you to remember these new
missionaries in your prayers.

Tineke and Kjell Clausen.

SURI

BENGALI WORK IN SANTAL PARGANAS,
BIRBHUM AND MURSHIDABAD.

This year has been a year of joy in many ways.
We have been able to re-open work which had been
temporarily discontinued and have been permitted to
expand in other areas.

In North Santal Parganas our former worker, Dud-
nath, has re-entered the work. First and foremost he
will care for the four to five Christian Bengali fami-
lies in that area. They belonged previously to the Mahle
congregation, but were seperated when the Mahle con-
gregations were transferred from the Bengal Church
Council. It is also his duty to work among the low-
caste Hindus there where very little work has been
done previously.

In Murshidabad an application had been made for
permission to move the mission station. But the idea
was given up as there did not seem to be much hope
that permission would be given. Nevertheless in the
middle of the year we were suddenly informed that:
the Indian Governmen:t had granted the request. Aftes-

11
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prayerful consideration it became clear, however, for
the conference and church leaders that it was not the
time now to build another mission station. Instead we
should concentrate on getting more quarters for Indian
workers so that they may go forward in the work.
Rev. Kvam will replace us in Suri when we go on
furlough in the Spring. In addition to the work here
he shall have to look after the work in Murshidabad
from Suri. For this we are happy. But since Rev,
Ghose will be going abroad at the same time of our
departure, a heavy burden will certainly be placed on
Rev. Kvam and naturally the work will suffer because
even from before we hid insufficient staff to care for
the work.

This year also we had the joy to see some new
ones enter into God’s Kingdom. One of these was the
driver at Mohulpahari Hospital, Sonua Mia. It certainly
was an answer to many years of intercession when
finally he came and was baptized. He was baptized
alone, but his life after baptism seems to draw his
family to follow him, for which we have reason to
thank God.

At the close of the year we were permitted to
begin to instruct for baptism a few in North Birbhum.
The many Mohammedan families for whom we have
been waiting so long have not yet finished with their
court case. But let us continue to pray for these as
well as the new converts that they may be granted
grace and strength to grasp the Gospel of Salvation
and always choose the right path and remain steadfast.

Unfortunately this year there has been some sickness
among the workers and since we have s0 few it has
made the work difficult. 1t was, therefore, with great
joy to us all that the Divinity School in Malda was
re-opened towards the end of the year». We have sent
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two young men from Birbhum, One of these was
Syamapadho Chakravarty who became a Christian some
years ago, and the other Surjo Kumar Das. In Suri,
Rati Babu continues to study besides his office work.
He has completed three or four examinations during
the year. Pray much for these that God may continue
to equip them spiritually and prepare them in the right
way, and let us not forget fo thank God that Hae
called them.

In the fall a good Bible course for workers was
held. We were gathered here in Suri for four days and
we all sensed that God’s Spirit was present and worked
among us.

In several new places Sunday Schools have been
started. One of the young Sunday School teachers in
Suri has toured the district to encourage and help
getting these started. The older children have also
vigsited neighboring Sunday Schools which has been an
encouragement to all concerned.

The women’s work has been carried on as previously
even though the interest has not always been as desired.
At the end of the year they had their usual sale,
The proceeds from this as well as the harvest festival
offerings made a good contribution to church funds,

The Bible woman in Narainpur has helped the other
three Bible women in the district and for this we are
thankful. In Chaporia, near Kaerabani, Rev. Kvam has
helped us a lot taking several services during the time
the pastor was ill.

We regret to note that we have had to ex-communicate
two members from one congregation because of unchristian
behavior. Much effort was made to makeé them recognize
their sin, but without any result. Wg hope gnd pray
that God may still work in them and conviet them.
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~ At Itor in Murshidabad we have noticed a change
for the better. But as it appears that could only hap-
pen after God had taken away one of the leaders.
During his sickness and at his deathbed it was felt
that some of the strife was removed and they could
all pray together. May this also result in change of
heart so that this congregation may be a means of
blessing to this large district.

In Suri we have this year had a little more con-
tact with the college students and some young men
in the police force. Several have come regularly to
the mission station to borrow books or inquire about
Christianity. Some day we feel sure the Word of God
will bear its fruit. For the first time we used the
loudspeaker for the Christmas Eve Service in Suri.
Through the calm and still evening the Christmas Gos-
pel and the lovely hymns were carried forth through
the air to a great part of the town. May the Indian
Christians more than before take a real share in bringing
the Gospel message in this way out to the many who
do not yet know from where the Salvation comes.
They are the ones who more and more will have to
. be the front troops, and our obligation will be to more
and more support and help them and in this we must
not fail.

In closing we want to thank all you friends for
intercession and steadfastness in the work.

Kirsten and Peder Lande.



EDUCATIONAL WORK IN
BENGAL

EKLAKHI MISSION GIRLS’ SCHOOL

Jehovah will keep thee from all evil: He will keep
thy soul.
Jehovah will keep thy going out and thy coming
in, From this time forth and for evermore. (Psalms
121:7.8)

Herc in Kklakhi we have been permitted to see
and to experience that God’s promises can be depended
on. When I think of the year that now is over, I must say,

“The Lord has protected us’ There are some things
which did not happen, but it is the things which might
have happened which filll me with astonishment and
thanks. One night during the rainy season one of the
teachers awakened and felt something cold glide over
her legs. A very poisonous snake had found its way up
on her bed. But there did not happen anything. Another
night in the hot season the children had been careless
with the lantern. 1t had been placed too near some
paper and a number of books. When all were sleeping
it began to ignite in the paper. The house mother
awakened when it flamed up and nearly reached the
straw-thatched roof. She was able to sweep it all down
on the mud floor and extinquished the fire sothat thirty
children who were sleeping so well were saved and
nothing happened.

We have had very little sickness this year, The
children have been wunusually well and healthy. We
express a special thanks to the ‘‘Red Cross” of Malda
for butter oil and powdered milk which has given us
a great financial help in the operating cost of the boarding.’
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In the school we have had about 100 children divided
into 6 classes. In the boarding we have had a little
more than 80 children. OQur neighbors in the nearby
villages do not seem to have awakened up to the necessity
for education yet. There are very few children from
the surrounding area.

Two new lady teachers rep.aced the two that left
last year. In the course of the year there were no
changes in the staff either among the school, boarding
or here on the station.

From the Development Office in Malda we received
a grant which covered half of the expenses of the
construction of greatly needed sanitary facilities. It was
begun and actually finished in spite of much rain.

The children themselves have built a very long
garden mud wall. We hope to be able to have a garden
which will be protected from goats and other animals.
An unusual heavy rainy season ruined one corner of
the wall, but we are still able to protect the garden.

The Government has also this year given us the
same help as before and in addition we have received
a non-recurring grant for the purchase of sewing
machines and looms for Class 5, and also for Class 6
when that opens in January, 1957.

bn the 9th of January, nine of our older girls were
confirmed. It was a joy and an inspiration to have
them in the class. One girl was baptized together with
her parents in July. May they all be faithful to the
promises they made.

This year also we have had the joy of receiving
visitors at Eklakhi. In January, Bishop Schioler and
his wife came on a very pleasant but all too short
visit. In the hot season we had the joy to have the
Secretary among us. He agreed with us that our old
straw thatohed houses have become very old and need
to be exchanged with new ones.
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The work throughout the year has gone on in an
even and steady manner. Each week we have had
women’s meetings and children’s meetings, and each
Sunday worship services and Sunday School. In March
we had special meetings conducted by Mr. S Pandit.
On the 15th of December we had our yearly mela. It brou-
ght greater net profits than previous years. The last
day of school the school children had a Christmas dra-
ma which attracted a very big crowd of the village
people.

In all and all it has been a quiet and good wor-
king year. It has been of that type which gives that
quiet growth. We hope and pray that the Word which
has been sown, the work which has been done might
bring forth fruit unto KEternal Life.

We would express thanks to those who have been
along with us in the work here, visible and invisible.
We have sensed that we have not been alone. Our
hearty thanks to all for gifts, intercession, love and
interest. A special thanks to the Lady Teachers’ Mis-
gion Association in Norway for their faithfulness in
prayers and gifts.

Eldbjorg Gulbrandsen.

HeB

NARAINPUR GIRLS’ JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL.

Again we can give thanks for a good working year.
We have had 143 students on the roll, 28 Santals and
123 Bengaliss. This year we had the joy to receive
two Government Middle Eaglith Scholarships. Nine
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students appeared for the Middle English eximination.
Three passed in -1st Division, 2 in Second Divison and
3 in Third Division.

We are thankful to our good teachers who with
joy are giving all their leisure time for the benefit of
the school. This year they have also contributed much
to the Church Fund in mouney and handwork.

It is good for a congregation to work hard for
some years in order to collect money for a new church.
It makes them feel the church is their own. Here in
Narainpur evervone is trying to make monecy for the
Church Fund. Fines of all kinds, the income from the
schcol garden, school dramas and income for work, all
go into the Church Fund, and the leisure tin.e is used
for making things for sale. It is our hope ouce to see
a big, beautiful church on the highest spot of the com-
pound so that it will be seen and heard far away.

We have many plans for the future and many
hopes and one is a jeep. The vroad is undsr repair
now and is promixed to be fine all the year around.
We have about 30 miles to Mohulpahari Ho-pital and
no doctor here from whom we can get advic There-
fore, we feel the responsibility for other’s children very
great, especially in the rainy season with all the dan-
gers. This year one of our small girls died in the
rainy season. Perhaps her life could have been saved
if a jeep could have taken her quickly to Mohulpahari
Hospital. Much strength and much time also could be
saved if we were not to depend on a bus which runs
now and then and is under constant repair. And what
a help it would be to be able to get around to the
congregations.

-One of our plans we hope to carry out in Febru-
aty; 1957 We plan to make & big pond. Each monthl
during 1956 a* collection has been taken from each one
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in the compound for that purposs. The children who
had no money gave their contribution in work in the
early morning hours. A gift was received from the
Mission, and the agricultural department has promised
to give & sum equal to the sum given from here, so
we hope to get a nice pond for the children to bathe
in and for irrigation of our rice fields below. We also
plan to cultivate new laud around the pond. We will
have to put soms more stress om the farming side of
our work as we have much land and Government does not
permit any waste land.

It is also our hope that in future we will have a
new Primary School building outside the compound on
the other side of the road opposite our entrance gate.
Government offers 507, of the total cost. Our present
Primary School building is very old and dark. It was
never built for a school. It was the house for Indigo wor-
kers at the Indigo factory when that was located here.
It could again be wused for workers in the compound
and we could get room for all the smaller boys who
want admission because we have no other Christian
school for Bengali boys.

A big help in the work is the new Secondary Sec-
tion building which was dedicated the 16th of Decem-
ber. We are happy for the big hall in which we have
morning and evening prayers, school during the school
hours and services on Sunday.

The daily life in school and compound has gone
on regularly during the year with meetings and Bible
Study groups- In October we had our old students’
meeting with Miss Lewis from Jiaganj as leader for
the Bible Study. They were days of joy and fellowship and
deepening of our faith.

We close the year with thanks to God for His
nearness and blessing from day to day, and thh thanks
to friends in the homelands and out here.

Ellen " Laursen.

12



MEDICAL WORK IN
BENGAL

RAJADIGHI HOSPITAL.

“Having accustomed himself to do every thing for
the love of God and with prayer on all occasiohs
for His grace to do His work well.”

It is our hope that this may be true of all of us
who work here and that all that we do may be done
for the love of God and by His grace.

We are thankful to be able to report that we have
had a good year. EKarly in the year we received #he
joyful news that the Tribal Welfare Department, Go-
vernment of West Bengal, had granted us Rs. 16,000
for building a new maternity ward and for medicine
for tribal patients. The sum granted represented 80%
of the building cost and with the remaining sum gran-
ted by the Mission, building work started in the begin-
ning of April. In October the new ward was opened.
It has 4 beds in one room and 2 in another and in
addition a delivery room and accessory room.

We are grateful to the Government of West Ben-
gal and our mission friends who helped us to buwild
this ward.

The staff has been the same as in the previous
year with one addition. On December Ist, Sujon Hasdak’,
a Christian Santal girl with nurses’ and midwifery
training came to work with us. All members of the
gtaff have worked well and faithfully.

During the first part of the year _the Bengali
preacher from Eklakhi, Lokhon C. Konai preached in
the out-door clinic twice a week. After the summer
vacation he joimed the staff of the Divinity Schoel
in Nimasarai; and, wnfortunately, we have not yet found
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anyone to replace him. Morning and evening devotions
have been held in the hospital waiting room. All the
workers take turns in leading the devotions.

On Easter Sunday, Samu Hembrom, a young tuber-
culosis patient was baptized together with his wife and
the son of our gardener. This was a day of joy for
all of us.

Women's meetings have been held every Wednesday.
The women are faithful in coming and in giving their
offerings.

The hospital statistics for 1956 are as follows :

Dispensary : Total visits: 17.179
New patients: 8.653
Re-visits : 8.526

Out of these 317, were Hindus
129 were Tribals (Santals and Uraos)
52% were Mohammedans
59, were mnon-tribal Christians

Average daily number of out-patients were 75
406 patients were admitted as in-patients. The
average daily number of in-patients was 13.

Qut of these in-patients 197, were Hindus
589 were Tribals
18%, were Mohammedans
5, were non-tribal Chris=
tians
All together 17% of the in-patients were Christians.
5.248 laboratory examinations were done during the
year. 1.229 malaria cases were recorded.

There were 39 deliveries during the year. The
attendance at the weekly ante-natal clinic has been poor,
but increased after we have started to give those who
attend regularly milk powder and ghee.
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Again this year we have received large amounts
of milk powder and butter oil for free distribution.
A regular supply of this has been given to poor patients
with debilitating diseases and to expectant mothers.

Again this year tuberculosis has been a big prob-
lem. Eighty-one new cases were diagnosed. Fifty-two
of these are under regular treatment from the dispen-
sary. A great deal of the money granted from Govern-
ment for medicine for Tribal patients has been used
for the treatment of tuberculosis cases. Most of the
patients are young and new cases, rapidly progressive.
The immediate effects of the treatment are very evident.
But it is still too early to say anything definite as to the
effectiveness of ambulatory treatment, the only treatment
we have to offer, as we have no beds for tuberculosis patients.

Thirteen cases of leprosy were diagnosed. Eight
of these are coming for regular ftreatment.

In closing this report we want to thank all the
friends in the homelands who support our work with
their prayers and gifts.

Else Hoilund.



WORK IN ASSAM.

BONGAIGAON MISSION.

It was our privilege to return to the work in the .
Boro field at the end of October, to take charge of the
mission station at Bongaigaon. Miss Nesset who has
had a lung term of service at this place left for home
in May. Asshe will not perhaps return again to India, we
want to take this opportunity to thank her for her devoted
service in the work. Twice she has come from another field
to help us here under difficult circumstances, and the
last years of her stay in India were spent in this area-
Here, as everywhere eolse she has been, her special
gift of coming in touch with the people and of winning
their friendship and willing co-operation was seen.

When Miss Nesset left, Miss Elly Binderup had
for some months to take sole charge of the work at .
Bongaigaon.

Much of the responsibility for the supervision of
the congregations and village schools rests on Pastor
Malsing Mosahary. the chairman of the circle. Bon-
gaigaon circle has grown to become one of the largest
in our church with 24 congregations and about 2500
Christians. There are many small village schools, and
the teachers in these get half of their salary in food
from the village people and half from the circle. The
tagk of getting the boarding school at Bongaigaon de- -
veloped into a Basic Middle School has not progressed
very far as yot and the number of students is too
small.

Several of the congregations have planned to build
more permanent church buildings- and several thousands
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of rupees have been collected for this purpose, but
the .difficulty of gejting corrugated irop sheets has
delayed the projects. The congregations of North Ganda-
bil, South Gandabil, Rangijhgora and Boldi are all now
waiting for s permit to buy such sheets in order to
be able to complete the buildings, and we hope they
may succeed in 1957.

Phe Women’s QGonwention, the first of its kind
inside this circle held in 1954, has become am estab-
lished yearly event, and in Maophar this last year the
atteadance was very goad. There is a great need for more
insfruction among women of the many comparatively new
congregations.

The food situalion in the villages during the latter
part of the year was very difficult, and this made church
contributions fall off a bit. There was some improve-
ment towards the end of the year, but the final posi-
tion regarding contributions is not yet clear, as all
accounts from the churches have not been received.

A large number, 149 children of Christians ( part
of ¢hege should have been included in the 1955 statise
ticyy through) and 42 from the non-christian community
were baptized this ysar. The non-chrisiians baptized
belong to the congregations on the other side of the
Ai ﬁi:ger. The movement on the western side, in the
Sidlj area, seems to have stopped, but we hope thaf
this may be pply temporarily. As a whole it may be
said that there are many posgibilities of fyrther pro:
gresg ip this gizcle.

Anns and Haakon Halvorsrud.
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PINGDINGA GCIRGLE.

“And He said unto them, Let us go into the mext
towns, that I may preach there also, for there-
fore, came I forth.” ( Mark 1:36)

Fér Jesus this was His life. Hé went from placé to
place preaching the Kingdom of Heaven. We also feel
that we should preach the Gespel much .more than we
do around in the - villages and towns. At our workers
and circle meetings we often talk about, how can we
reach out to the non-christians with the Gospel.

Our few workers tried their best, I should say. Kasmial
Roy, stationed in Mornai has regularly preached the
Gospél i Sevapur Hospital for Muslims and Hindus.
He has dlso sold quite a few Gospels and religicus
books which we hope may be of gréat help for sbme 6f them.
Together with Sono Ram Mukdiyar he has also visited
villages in the neighborhood, and once also went up to
Bongaigaon to visit the Bengali Christians there. A few
young Christians from the congregation have been ins-
tructed by him and his wife.

Our congregatiors have been regularly visited by
Sono and Kaamal all through the year. Sono Ram
and a few others have attended Bible Courses and
otber courses during the year to make themselves more
able workers. Sono Ram'’s work falls mostly among the
Kamars.

As Pastor Bit¥was has beén ill thé greatér part of
the year, we have strongly felt the mneed for another
-ordatmed piastor for our werki [Fnr this cowhectioh we
fnay mentiont thét old Ratia Padtor in Héraputa has
hélped ws océasiondfly. We are thankfil fo? thiz and
also for his promise to help in the coming year

Eépecitily &fiong oW Kedid? Chiisfiadé the edu-
oftiofdl proBleomt is & g#€at oné. Thé new PiMhaFy
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school in Sasugutu is certainly a step forward, but they
have so far not been able to obtain & good teacher.

- ‘For this reason the work has been hampered. We hope
that this problem might be solved in the coming year.
They are also eager for a primary school in Dindinga,
and as there is a real need for this school we hope
to see it established before not too long.

Ganga Ram, a brother of Sono Ram, strongly felt
the call to become an evangelist. He joined the Divi-
nity School in Malda last September for his training.
This gives the hope of a new preacher in mno! too far
future.

Kaamal Roy has left our work as a regular prea-
cher and joined the staff of the Mission Tea Garden.
But he has the desire to continue his work us far as
possible as a voluntary worker, and for this we are
thankful.

Regarding the work in Dhubri it may be mentioned
that the Anglican Bishop from Shillong has vi-ited the
church there. In his report from the visitation he ex-
presses his joy over the fine church being built. He
further gives a proposal for a joint work of the different
churches represented there. This report has been for-
warded to the Santal Christian Church Council where
it will be discussed.

During the year four adults from the non-christian
community have been received into the congregations
through Holy Baptism. Quite a few families in Rauntza=
pur who had been out of the congregation for years
have been taught and received into the congregation
again.

:  Jesus himself. came forth to preach the Kingdom
of God.” May we in the coming year. be-more.able
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workers by His Grace than we have been in the past
“ For His is the Kinzdom, and the power, and the
glory for ever. Amen.”

Brit and Olav Hodne.

GAORANG

We began 1956 by having a New Year’s worship service
in Karigaon village which is about six miles from Gao-
rang. Here it was festive and joyful, and it was espe-
cially the youth that made an impression. After the
sermon one after the other arose and gave forth a
bold testimony and urged the congregation to continue
their work for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom.

Karigaon is one of our older Christian villages
which has experienced many changes and been subject
to many trials during the years, but the Christians have
remained faithful and the congregation has produced
many workers for the Church.

Sometimes we can be blinded by disappointments
in the work and forget the encouraging development
which slowly but surely has taken place. Then it is
good sometimes to sit down and compare the position
“ before” and “now” Then the heart bursts forth
with praise and thanks.

GAORANG MISSION

The work on the mission station and in the congre-
gation has consisted of worship services, women’'s meet-
ings, Sunday School, Confirmation instruction, daily
morning - devotions and- a literacy class for the workers.

13
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In addition to this we have had a women’s convention,
Chu'rch Council meetings, Literature Committee meetings,
and Bible Course for elders and teachers. In the fall
season we have also had a special prayer week and
so-called Christian Home Week. These meetings were
held around in the homes of the congregational mem-
bers with different leaders and speakers for each eve-
ning. The School girls from Gaorang Girls’ School
have as usual arranged the meetings in church each
Wednesday evening.

The women’s convention was held in the beginning
of March. There was good attendance and good meet-
ings. This time it was held at Gaorang. Some of
those attending arrived tired and exhausted. One of
the women had one child on her back, one in her
arms besides a bundle of clothes, and then still she
l1é6d one little one by the hand. Many had walked
several miles in order to be along. Since there was not
sufficient room for all here in Gaorang some of those
taking part stayed at the girls’ school. This was just
at the time that we had the well--known and apprecia-
ted American evangelist, Miss M. L-fthus on a vigit
and she put an extra, serious and edifying spirit over
the meetings.

Seventeen boys and girls who had been instructed
for nearly six months were confirmed in the Gaorang
Church on April 15, by Upen Pastor. The church was
filled that day because it was held during one of the
Bible Courses and all those attending that were pres-
sent. It was a mnice group that on that day renewed
their covenant with God and who desire to live to the
Honor of His Name.

~ Before Christmas we gathered funds in the congregation
for \re‘pair of the church, painted the weodwark, varnished
tgg eltar and otherwise claaned up for the fastive seasan,
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The church was nicely decorated on Christmas Eve and
at the evening service on Christmas Eve the church was
nearly full in spite of the fact that the school girls had
gone home on vacation. But then the Santals who
usually have worship service for themselves had joined
us that evening. For that we were very happy.

GAORANG CIRCLE

Due to disagreement among one of the pastors and
four of his congregations in Gaorang Circle, I have
had to supervise them, conduct worship services, bap-
tize, perform marriages and conduct Holy Communion
services. In this way we were not able to visit other
congregations to the extent that we would have liked
to have done. But now, fortunately, there has been
reconciliation and agreement so that I am released from
this extra responsibility.

Bharotnagar, one of ouyr congregations north from
Kochugaon, was a time back ex-communicated by the
Church Council because liquor, according to reports,
flourished among them. We hear now that they have
continued their services and meetings without support
from the Church Council, quit drinking and ask- to be:
received back again.

QOtherwise, in Gaorang Circle the past year has
been quiet and without great stir. The work has gone
on in its usual way. The 22nd of March, Circle Can-
ference was held in Panbani. This was a festive gae
thering and we were happy to be along even though
the journey had caused us many difficulties.

Among those who sought to be baptized during the
course of the year, I shall mention Sotis Chandra Bosu-
matary. He is a Sadhu like type whom we hove will be a
blessing for the work. His greatest desire is to bring
the- Gospel to the non-christians who live-around abowt in'



109;THE SANTAL MISSION OF THE NORTHERN OHUROHES

the villages. We hops that the thought can be fulfilled
in the near future.

BORO CHURCH COUNCIL

The Church Council members were gathered in Janu-
ary, May and October for meetings and consultations.
The Executive, Literature Committee, Textbook Commi-
ttee, School Committee, Stipend Committee and other
committees which come under the Churech Council have
also had meetings at different times.

The most important Church Council meeting was
held from 17-19 May. Earlier in the year elections
had been held round about in the different circles. A num-
ber of the old faces had, therefore, disappeared and
new ones had come in their place.

For the first time in Boro Church Council history,
a Boro was elected as President of the Church Council,
something for which 1 think all were happy and thankful.
Before the elections took place, the nomination com-
mittee had been gathered several times and done a
good work. Miss Elly Binderup was elected trea-
surer for the Church Council. Otherwise, it is only
Boros who are leaders for most of the committees and
it was also Boros who were voted as Circle Treasurers
in all four circles.

The new Church Council officers are as follows :

President : Rev. Maguram Mosahary
Vice-President : Rev. David Westborg
Secretary : Mr. Dinesh Ch. Narjary

Treasurer : Miss Elly Binderup

The meeting was closed with festive gathering in
honor of Misses Sofie Nesset and Muriel Nielsen

who both were due to leave on furlough shortly. Pas-
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tor Maguram Mosahary led the gathering and expressed
deepfelt thanks to the two missionaries for their love and
service. He asked them to greet the friends in our
homelands, thank them and ask them to send more
missgionaries to the Boros.

BIBLE COURSES

We have not been able to have more than two
Bible Courses this year because the funds did not pro-
vide for it. Unforeseen expenses for an extra Church
Council meeting, extensive travel for the new president
and so forth emptied the treasury. The last two cour-
ges, therefore, had to be cancelled.

The -first course was held for elders from the 11-19
of April with twenty taking part. The other course
was held for teachers from the 6-12 June with 12 parti-
cipating, most of them from Gaorang Circle. Because of
uprising around Bongaigaon most of the teachers
felt it best to be home. Those that attended were very
thankful and pleased aud asked for a course next year.

THE BORO LITERATURE BOARD

Phungni Hathorkhi, our small paper has been pub-
lished twice during the year.

Rup Narayan Mosahary has continued the work of
compiling a Boroni-English dictionary.

“ The Life of Jesus’’ which was mentioned in last
year’s report has now been printed and received and
a number have already been sold.

‘We have worked with an English-Boroni dictionary
which is not as yet finished.

The sale of books has been much better this year
than ‘last year. (i has been a joy to us that we have
been .able to sell more New Testaments than before.
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It is & great joy for us that Rev. and Mrs. Hal-
vorsrud have now returned from furlough and can begin
the translation of the Old Testament. The Bible Society
for India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon which now has
a branch in Shillong, Assam, has already given permiss
sion to Halvorsrud to begin the translation of The Psalms
and has promised financial support.

VILLAGE SCHQOLS

In Gaorang, Bongaigaon, Kamrup, Darrang and
North Lakhimpur we have over 20 village schools with
34 teachers. Ramendro Borgowary has inspected the
schools in Gaorang aud Bongaegaon, and Jogendro Narjary
the schools in Kamrup and Darrang. The reports have now
arrived. Many of the schools are weak. But the advan-
tage of keeping them operating is that the students
receive Christian education and that they learn Boroni
and Roman script so that they are able to use our books.
Should these schools be closed, we would reduce the
operating expenses greatly, but then many of the children
would not have the advantage of school education at all.

SEMINARY CANDIDATES

Besides Jitman Bosumatary who has studied at the
Theological Seminary in Benagaria we have during the
course of the year been able to add two more, namely
Khorgeshor Bosumatary and Khirthiman Narjary. We
have also sent Sahendro Bosumatary to the Divinity
School in Nimasarai, Malda, and Birendro Bosumatary
to the Gossner Church’s Theological Seminary in Ranchi.

REPORTS FOR THE YEAR

The reports from the different congregations have
not yet come in. Therefore kindly refer to the statis-
tics at the end of the report to see the growth.

In closing we would express our joy and thankfulness
to all the mission friends for intercession and support.
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Thanks to their interest and sacrificial offering we have
also in the past year been able, without too much financial
difficulties, to walk in some of the work the Lord has
prepared for us that we should walk in.

Anne Helene and David Westborg.

JOEMA

For of his fulness we all received, and grace for
gragce.

This is also true of our twenty-one congregations
in Joema Circle. St. Paul desired that his congregations
should not receive the grace of God in vain. A glance
back over the year which has passed, shows that God’s
gift of grace has not been accepted by all with the
same faith. But the Lord does work in the hidden
ways.

In some places the work has been hindered because
of illness. Pastor Ratu in Kolabari has been =sick six
months of the year. He now is waiting to be released
from the work by Pastor Chatur Soren as he reached
retiring age one year ago and shall now go on pension.
The one that supervised the women’s work in Kolabari
congregation, “ Doctor Budhi” as they called her, passed
away. May the new pastor and his family receive
grace to take up the work after the old ones. In Dala-
bari there are some that have regularly come to church
and they are waiting for someone to imstruct them so
that they may be baptized.

Pastor Chatur Soren who is to take over the pas-
toral work there has had charge of the seven congre-
gotions in the Gaorang vieinity.
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All the work there in the East has not gone as
well as we would have liked, During the last mouths of
the year the pastor’s family has resided outside of the
district. The catechist, Kisun Marandi™%s been hinder-
ed greatly in his work as his wife has been ill fora
long time and he has had to seek medical help outside
of the district. She has now passed away so he is

alone with the one small child.

In Amguri the elder was dismissed, but even though
a new elder has been appointed, he still continues to
have services. So now they have two services every
Sunday and the congregation has divided itself in‘o two
parts. We have mnot been able to reconcile the two
parties, but we hope that the new pastoral candidate,
Budhan Hembrom, will be more succesful.

In the other congregations in that area everything
goes its usual way, but without any expansion. In
Siripur we have had our yearly Bible Course. We were
three pastors who participated. We feel that such villa-
ge DBible Courses have the greatest significance in that
all, big or small, have an opportanity to part.cipate.
In Siripur they have been very ambitious to gather
funds for a new church, and they have gatherad to-
goether a considerable amount of material, =0 now we
soon hope to erect the church.

In some places God’s Kinglom has gone forih such
a8 in the seven congregations of Pastor Arjun Murmu.
He is continuously on the move, but he does have good help
from Themka Murmu and not the least from Singrae Kiskus
The latter cannot read nor write, but he has not accep-
ted the grace of God in vain and his passion is for
the salvation of souls and the care of those who have
been won. We feel the fact that there was budgetted
for-two . teachers was well used money. The ons is Ar-

T -
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jun Murmu’s daughter, who recently returned from
Martha Maria Scheol. Singrae has received and still
receives aid for his women’s work since his daughter
who suddenly became a widow moved to her home.
Together with her husband, Ruben, son of Jadu in Jole-
sori, they were busily engaged in wevangelistic work
when be suddenly passed away after an illness of two
days. But the Lord’s thoughts are not our ways.

Here around Joema we feel that there are many
open doors. We have, therefore, asked for Kisun Marandi
to help us here. Pastor James Soren is the leader of
the congregation. He has now been elected president
of the Assam Santal Church Council.

Besides the Siripur Bible Course we have had three
Bible Courses for Assam Santal Church Council here
in Joema, one for elders, one for teachers, and one for
pastors. We Were happy for the wisit of Miss Lofthus
from America and our General Superintendent, Rev. O. S.
Bjerkestrand- Kach in their own way gave us inspiring
mMessages.

Here in Joema we have the boarding school to
supervise. Five teachers have been engaged and we have
gought to bring the children up to Class Six. But we
teceive financial help from the Goverment for only two
teachers in the Primary School, and we do not have
the budget for nor have we been able to secure qualified tea-
chers for the middle school. For several years it has been
like this because the congregation’s financial contribution
has not been sufficient. So we shall have to c¢opiinue
to do the best with what we have.

In Kamrup and Darrang OCircle there have been
forces at ‘work placing hindrances in the way of the
work. A nmd, possibly possessed mapn did hard work
ok ‘the -conpregation in Singaon and for a long time

14
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thl;eatened the life of the evangelist, Mongol Besra.
But the result of this all was greater than we had
"expected. Mongol who a -few years ago left the Divi-
'mty School with the highest gradgs, shall now be or-
‘dained and - shall help Pastor Sirmath with the pastoral
work “in Kamr_up and Da.rra.ng

May God give them wisdom and strength so that
they may Treceive grace to -overcome the Devil’s cunning
assaults and thus can work the work of the Lord in peace.

May God’s grace reach out to many more and His
Name be honored.

Asta and Petter Pedersen.

MORNATI

At the close of ‘the year it is only ‘natural that
one stops and reflects on what has happened and what
has been accomplished in the past year.- When one has
the responsibility for an institution as Mornai, one’s
ﬁrst reaction is to express a deepfelt thanks to God
because this year also we came through so well. Thanks
be to Him who helped us through the many problems
both of tempora.l and spiritual nature, and thanks  to
co- workers and friends who stood together with us in
the Work

'Mé’.ny years ago in 1890 -when the tea garden be-
came the property of the Mission, it was the desire of
the old missionaries- that it might give help to poor
Santals and people of sm:ula.r races so that they might
five 1n the tea garden under good tempore.l apd SPirir

»
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people to work in hhe garden in_ the hot and ramy}
season, thereby earning a badly needed extra -income..
Throughout the years we have had before us this .as
an objective. The Mission tea garden should surely be-
ahead of others ( there are about 1000 tea gardens in
Assam with about one million workers) when it con-
cerns welfare arrangements for the workers, an aspect
in which the Government is now very much interested.
India will be a welfare state after socialistic standards
and the worker in industry naturally comes in .as a
vital link in all these endeavors.

Up until now none of our workers have been mem+-
bers of any labor union. There now are several labor
unions which introduce themselves and compete for the
workers in the tea garden: Because the workers as a
rule do not have any education, it is mestly the
intellectual who are leaders of these labor unions.
The leader of one of the largest (the one that
is supported by Indian national congress) came the
other day on a visit with the idea of establishing a
branch of the labor union here. Naturally he received
permission to present his cause, but up until now the
workers have shown no interest. However, the day will
surely come when they will become organized and it will
be natural that we follow the same line as- other pla-
ces, but the initiative must, of course, come  from the
workers themselves. ‘

The personal contact we try to make with. the
workers and their families, is of course, of greaf value,
both concerning the temporal and spiritual sphere. But
we ascertain that interference from outside the tea- gar-
den will be stronger and stronger.

The influence of the school throughout many years has
left its mark on the community. There are over 200
childfen in School, all children of workers, who live
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here in houses built and maintained by the tea garden.
Bducation is very greatly desired, and knowledge of
reading has made a big influence on the congregaticns
of which most are members., Of our 8 teachers, five
of them have lived here since childhood.

In the past year our nursery has been much en-
larged. In thea new building there is good room, we
feel, and good atmosphere for the small children whom
the mothers leave here when they go -out to work.
The maoathers of the wery .small ehildren work as much
as possible in the factory so that they oan be nearer
the children and take care of them whenever necessary.
Twe women take care of the children which sometimes
number over thirty.

In our hospital, Dr. Geldsmith has worked with his
same staff, and in addition Kirsten Eie has had her work
there this year. Many improvements have been made s0
that the hospital has now reached the standard set by
the Government. There has been built a maternity sec-
tion with a well aquipped delivery room and place for
four to six patients. This should be entirely satisfzo-
tory since many of our more difficult ocases we send
to Sevapur. According to the law we are to be associa-
ted with a *“ group hospital” as they ecall it, namely,
a larger hospital, where there must be X-Ray and all
types of other medical help. Sevapur Hospital is the
tea garden’s ‘“ group hospital” and it is, of course, =&
very great advantage for the tea garden to have this
hospital so near as it is an easy matter to transport
patients over there whenever it is necessary.

In the rainy season there was an unusually severe
dysentery epidemic whieh spread all over the whole
countryside. There were many deaths, especially ouf
in the isolated places where people did not have the
opportunity to receive help. Here in Mornai it was
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also severe, but we did not have very many deaths.
In 1956 there have been treated 7,648 new patients apd
among these 291 have been admitted to the hospital.

As montioned in the annual repert of 1955 we be-
gan earnastly this year to take wup the fight against
lung tubereulosis among our workers. A village with
place for ten families was built in an isolated, well
situated place. It is with great joy that we can re-
port that with excellent guidance and assistance we
have already seen amazing results. Several. of thoss.
who were very ill have improved and there is on the
whale great improvement to be noted .among all the
patients. The village to which many in the beginning -
were unwilling to move. has become popular because
the value and advantage of it have plainly been seen.
For us the good results of naturally a very expen-
sive experiment has been very encouraging.

Our new roomy assembly hall has been a well used
part in the work of entertaining, educational lectures,
showing of slides, films and religious meetings. The hall
seats nearly 1000 people when they sit close together as
they often have had to do. In the fisld of religious films
* Apostle Paul’s Life’’ must especially be mentioned. It is
a splendid instructive and edifying film of about 6 hours
(divided into 3 evenings ). We are thankful for the big
film library established by the National Christian Coun-
cil, from where we can rent entertaining, educational
and religious films and slides.

For the tea garden 1956 has been a good year with
a high production of tea. The tea prices were low for some-
time, but became better the last month of the year so
the final results are expected to be very good.

In April we had the great joy of welcoming Missi-
onary Kurt Petersen and his wife back again to More
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nai as co-workers. We wish them God’s blessing and a
long working time here in Mornai.

In November Mr. Nirode Bose left Mornai after
having been a co-worker for 25 years. For the tea gar-
den Mr. Bose has been a valuable man who loyally has
served. The impression which he made and his sympa-
thatic conduct among us has insured him a good and
permanent memory. He has now been accepted at the
Arobindo Ghose’s Ashram, a closter in Pondicherry,
South India.

Due to the fact of having different languages, we
have three different congregations here in Mornai, name-
ly, for the Santals, Mundas and Bengalis. The lea-
der of the Santal congregation is faithful Pastor Lokhon
Hembrom, an old and respected pastor among the San-
tals. He is a good preacher and a sympathetic man,
who has a good position among the people here in the
vicinity. '

In the Munda congregation, Nehemias Topno is the
leader. He has now been here 5-6 years and has done
a good work. In self-support the Munda congregation
is further along than the others.

‘For the work among the Bengali speaking people, Pas-
tor Jakob Biswas has continuously had the responsibility,
but he has been very ill and in poor health the past
year. Therefore, Kamol Roy and his wife who now live
here have been a great help to him in the work. We
have great hope that they will be a big help to the
Bengal Church in the future. Roy has been trained at
Kampp’s Bible School in Malda and Mrs. Roy has
been educated at Narainpur Girls’ School in Birbhum.
They are both well trained for the work and are plea-
sant- in nafure and attitude.
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Unfortunately for us, Missionary Hodnes left Mornai
in the beginning of 1956 to take up residence in Cooch
Behar. Wae are very thankful to them for their help in the
Bengal congregation the time they were here. Since
they still have the responsibility for the work here in
the district, we have regularly had visits from them
and we count on having their continued help in the
work among other races here in Mornai.

In all of the congregations, the Sunday School
work is omne of the greatest encouragements. About 250
children are enrolled and they attend regularly, as a
rule, each Sunday.

Both among the Santals and the Mundas there have
been confirmation classes.

The special meetings for the women on Friday have
continued as wusual. The rice which they bring along
as offering makes a remarkable contribution to the church’s
self-support.

Thus, the Gospel is presented in many different
ways in the mother tongue of the people. The results
are naturally not always so easy to ascertain, but we
rejoice in the fact that the Gospel does do its work. It
brings hope to those who had no hope. We naturally
have disappointments off and on, but it is well compensa-
ted for when we see and hear that there are many
who in life and death put their trust in the Lord and
his Salvation.

The congregation goes forward in self-support and
gelf-government. Now when we want to express thanks
to. all faithful friends in the homelands for infercession
and gifts in the year which has passed, we are glad.
that we can add that we always experignce _that ,the.
work is not in vain.
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With thanks and sincere greetizgs to all friemds of
our joint task.

Ingeborg and Oluf Eie.

SANTAL COLONY
75TH ANNIVERSARY.,

It was 75 years ago, on February 8, 1881, that
the first group of Santals arrived from Bihar to settle
the area in Assam set aside especially by Gcvernment
for their exclusive use. The trials of the early seftlers
and the history of the Colony in general has been re-
.corded in special books and annual reports through the
years, and all who have kept an interest in the opro-
gress of this undertaking realize that blessings and hear-
taches have been liberally shared by the Mission and
the Colonists alike. Covering an area of 25 square
miles, today there are approximately 10,000 people
living in the OColony, including those in Mornai Tlea
Estﬂfﬂo

We celebrated our 75th Year Jubilee Day with =
special program of sports for the .¢hildren in the mor-
ning, an open-air mesting in the afternoon where many
friends gave short speeches, and a pageant depicting
the histery of the Colony was staged in the evening.
We 'were honoured to have St¥i Kavichusa, Deputy Com-
missioner of Goalpara, and Sri Abraham, Superintendant
of Police, Goalpara, on our afternoon program. It was
% ‘memorable day,witended by 'an estimated 7000 pecple.
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But we'll have to go back to January lst, to. I:he
traditional Colony gachermg at Grahampur on thaf da.y.
This year’s gathering was especially festive, and we
will remember it particularly because Bishop Sclnole,r
and his wife from Rokilde, Denmark, were here. Bishop,
Schioler and the Pastors from the Colony conducted
a large Communion Service, and at the afternoon meeting
the Bishop gave an address with Rev. Eie translating
into Santali. 8 choir groups brought songs for the after-
noon meeting, singing in Santali, Mundari, Hindi, Ben-
gali and English. We want to thank the Schiolers for
the days they spent visiting the people in the Colony
The_y were an inspiration to us all. The Assam Santal
Church Council sponsored a three day meeting ( Sabha )_
at Haraputa in February, with well-attended ( by the
hundreds ) Bible Study, Prayer Meetings, and lectures
being held throughout each morning and afternoon. Miss
Lofthus, an artist evangelist with a wonderful technique
of presenting the Gospel through song, chalk drawings
and preaching, was a special guest.

Many marked changes in the work going on in the
Colony were registered in 1956. In both secular and
Church activities, in response, I believe to thve call
or demand for indigenous leadership, the Santal commu-
nity here is rising and accepting its responsibilities. In
the Church Council the offices of President, Secretary
and Treasurer were taken over by Santals during the
year. QCongregational work is beginning to take on new
dimensions in the Colony with the development of laymen
committees responsible for more work in the various
churches. Though heavy floods in May destroyed mos
of the rice and other cash crops, contributions of rige
and money were 257 higher than last year. This hag
been most encouraging, and we hope it will result ip
even better giving in the commg year. Though many exam-
ples: might be given, I would likg to tell brisfly gkgqﬁ

15
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what has happened in one particular village in this res-
pect: When the original settlers arrived 75 years ago,
the first village they built was named * Thakurpur’ --.
“ The Place of God'. Thakurpur became the site of
the first Mission station also, though for various reasons
this station was abandoned for another site close by.
A ‘large and prosperous village for many years, Thakurpur
has had a sad record in later years and its inhabitants
have dwindled to only 9 families at present. Under
Grahampur congregation, in recent years the people of
Thakurpur have been recognized to be the coldest and
spiritually speaking the most distant of all our villages.
The people didn’t come to Church, their children were
never seen in Sunday School, the women never gathered
for Christian fellowship the men were drinking heavily
and of course contributions to the congregation were
about nil. The pastor did his hest to get next to these
families, and I too was ready to give up trying. But
then it happened. Several laymen offered a plan in a
congregational meeting, suggesting that they too be used
to try warm the hearts of the Thakurpur people. With
th{s added strength in man power, we set up a literal
barrage of visitations to the village--- some to gather
the men, others to gather the women; we sent parties
of 2 to talk to them about their need of Christ, about
our need of them in the congregation The women and

children became interested first, and soon after the men
were joining. In the end we were able to reach their

hearts actually, and the picture has almost reversed itself
in the past 8 or 9 months. All the children are in Sanday
School, the adults are taking full part in all the cong-
regational activities - - including the stewardship drive.
Percentagewise, 'Thakurpur village is the highest contribu-
ting village in the congregation at present. May God
bless and strengthen all our congregations.

As to the secular administration of the Colony, the
eld problems involved in the maintenance of Santal law -
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and custom have not lessened. The most encouraging
sign in this respect is the decision of Government to set
up a Rural Panchayat (a local self-government body )
in this area, the headquarters of which will actually be
in the Colony. This may well revolutionize the admi-
nistration of the Colony - - for the good of the Santals
I believe, helping them to mix more freely and to stand
up on their own feet along side of the other races
amongst and with whom they must learn to live more
completelys

Near the end of this Jubilee Year, on the 25th of
November, the people of the Colony gathered once again at
Grahampur for a thanksgiving service to honour the
One who has so richly blessed them throughout the 75
yearss As a token of thanks to our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, we laid the cornerstone of a Jubilee
Church to be erected in His Name. Rev. O. 8. Bjer-
kestrand, General Superintendent of our Church, officia-
ted at the service.

With thanks to all the friends near and far who
are praying for the people and the work of our Church

here in the Santal Colony.
Harold N. Riber.

PARKIJULI

“ One soweth and another reapeth, I sent you to
reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour. Other
men laboured and ye are entered into their labours.”
John 4 :37-38.

Parkijuli is. not an old station. Yet we have a
_strong_feeling expressed in the above quoted verses,
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especially when one has to write the annual report after
only three months’ stay in the place. Yes, we have
entered into the labour of others.

Thanks are due to the Hofrennings for their zealous
work of which many traces are visible here and which
already has and will yield fruit. Unfortuately, it was a strain
to their health. The Westborgs were in charge of this
work until we could take over, and we thank them
heartily for their fine leadership here, although they
had great responsibilities in Gaorang.

We arrived in October, and felt strongly the challenge
of the jungle both spiritually and medically as well as
the natural one—the fight against bad roads and 2-3
meters high jungle. Having arrived we were all warmly
welcomed by Maguram Pastor and the Boro congregation.
_Our children proved to be quite an attraction for all
types of local people, the Boros, Santals, Nepalis, Tibe
ans and the Bhutanese.

» In spite of difficulties with the Boro language, it is
~ inspiring to join the services in our nice large church,
usually more than half filled by Christians and often
quite & number of non-christians. It is the fruit of
other’s work.

The Santal field seems to be very promising. They
are gathering in crowds for medical attention, and many
also express wishes to join the Kingdom of God. Cer-
tainly the doors to their homes and hearts are flung
wide open for the Gospel, and we are trying to bring
““the Good Tidings across, by visits to the villages, re-
‘gular devotions at our small dispensary and by church
services. One whole village of 5 families are under
instruction for baptism, and fallen members wish to

..come ‘baek imto the fold. Beside this, devotions are held
;regularly 'in -Boroni, Assamese-:and .Hindi for ‘people:‘of
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.other races coming for medical help. At the eclose - of
the year the number of treatments showed about 2500.
The need for a medical unit is very badly felt, and we
hope this will be realized in 1957, chiefly sponsored by
extra gifts from Elk Horn, Iowa:

DARRANG HAT MELA.

The work among the Bhutanese and Tibetans, crowd-
ing for marketing at Darrang Hat, 3 miles from here,
was taken care of by Mr. N. J. Dann, Maguram Pas-
tor and Soonam Paul. Many books. tracts and Gospel
parts were distributed...in various languages. Soonam
Paul is the first fruit of our Christian School at Dewan-
giri village, 6 hours walk inside Bhutan. Dojee, another
young boy from the hills, was baptized into the local
congregation here in July. He is already an able hand
in helping our faithful compounder, Komolkanto Bosu-
matary at the smail dispensary. May he prove to be
a blessing for his own people in spiritual and medical
matters. Siill a third boy from the same school, Khotcha,
has told Maguram pastor that he wants further instruction
in Christianity. From 1957 he will stay in Parkijuli
and attend school here.

ScHOOL WORK @

The Parkijuli Upper Primary School has continued
its work throughout the year with about 40 pupils. Al-
though somewhat weakened by lack of teachers and
local strife, we hope the conditions will improve and
that one teacher could be obtained also for the Santal
children. In Dewangiri the school has run as usual,
supervised by Mr. N. J. Dann with & class roll of about
20 boys. When he was requested by the Bhutaness
Government to join a survey party at the end of October,
one former boy of this school was willing to teacher
temporarily. We did hope, however, that Mr. Dann
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would be released for the mela work in 1957, which at
the time of writing has become true.

In closing, we thank all friends of this work in the
homelands and in I[ndia for support in prayers and gifis.

Edel and Magnus Haugstad.



EDUCATIONAL WORK 1IN
ASSAM

GRAHAMPUR HIGH SCHOOL.

The importance of formal education to the growth
of the Church is not less in India than Europe or
America. To the contrary perhaps, a good case might
be made for its relative importance to the people here.
Living for generations in a society almost void of econ-
mic, intellectual or spiritual change and growth, the sud-
den release of colonial shackles in Asia in combination
with the " cold war” politics of the Western powers
have set off a chain of powerful reactions which are
rapidly moving the patterns in India’s way of life.
Missions have a part in this momentous transition if
our programs are aligned to the general needs and the
spirit of the times, and as members of the Indian
Church in our respective areas we have the special
responsibility of helping the Christian community to de-
velop in pace with the times. As the majority of the
people in our Church are from the Schedule Tribe and
Backward Classes, we have many opportunities to be of
service to the Government who are making special efforts
to better the lot of these people. God has provided abu-
ndantly for all our spiritual and physical needs--- can
His children but give themselves t» His holy Will. His
way is truth and the truth will make us all free,~ it
will lead us to the full development of the purposes He
has in mind for each one of us.

Though Grahampur is small (186 students in 1956)
the work during this year has been carried on in.a
spirit of devotion to the task of preparing the students
for lives that may be fuller and richer, that they alse
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in turn may contribute their share from the jotential
that God has created in them. And such potential!
Given the opportunity: of proper education, one mnever
ceases to be amazed at the surprising results that come out
of even the most depressed and in outward appearance
seemingly retarded families and villages.

Progress of the students .was satisfactory during the
year. Matriculatioa results were good with 5 of the 8
candidates passing the Government examination. Bipin Ch,
Roy made Grahampur history by being the first to pass
in 1st division. One boy passed in |Ind and 2 in IIIrd
division. Two other boys had to appear in special subjects
only, but only ore obtained the mnecessary marks to
pass. 18 out of 33 Middle School candidates came through
successfully.

The High School Mela was held in March, and
though we had two days of bad weather, artendance
was faif and we were able to make a profit of Rs. 1500/-
for the School Fund. The Assam Government increased
our grant--in--aid to Rs. 250/-= per month, plus g'ving
geveral other grants which have greatly helped us to
carry on the work properly. For this assistance we are
deeply 'grateful. Another source of income has been
our agricultural project. Profits from this source
nave enabled us to construct a new teacher’ quarters,
to carry out many necessary repairs, and to clear more
land for cultivation purposes.

No permanent additions were made to the staff
during this year. Lokhon Baskey, Assistant Teacher,
resigned in September to take up the full--time work
of Secretary in the local Rural Panchayvat. We wereg
sorry to lose his services, but re:lize that he will con-
tinue to serve: the- school in many other ways as a
publig :sarvent of.-the people in this locality.. Two .other

mewm bozsaf - onr -staff were elested - fo .the .offices: of :-:

'
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sident of the Panchayat, but are still able to carry on
their work as teachers. Mathias Tudu, Headmaster,
.has led the school in a fine way, .working tirelessly
throughout the year. - Toon

We are indeed grateful for the opportunity given
us to serve in Grahampur High School. As promised,
‘God has added His blessings and made the work in
His vineyard a joyful task. We send our heartfelt
thanks to all the friends who have backed the work
here with their prayers and means, hoping that the
light of Christ might reach into every heart in this
corner of India.

Mary and Harold N. Riber.

HARAPUTA MIDDLE ENGLISH SCHOOL.

1956 was a very good year for our work in Haraputa.
QOur hopes for better times as we expressed in the last
annual report materialized. From the very start many
children came so that the boarding houses were fairly
full. Thirty new children were received in the boarding
of which one died only a month later, and several left after
shorter or longer time. The average number of children
in the boarding was sixty-seven.

In the school there was a similar picture. Quite
a number of children came from a nearby village where
they had elosed their little school, and decided they
would utilized the opportunity to receive a good and
cheap education for their children here. We received
sixty-three new pupils from all over our mission fieid
in Assam. The average number of children in the school
was 152, an increase of 17 ‘over last year, -

16
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There were few changes in our teaching rstaff.
In June, Elisabeth Murmu and in October, Maeno Hem-
rom left work. Lois Hasdak’ returned from her training
at Nnwgong, and took up her work again. The co-ope-
ration in the school and boarding was very good for
‘which we are thankful to our staff.

From 1956 Haraputa Middle English School was
turned over to the Ebenezer Evangelical Lutheran Church,
and it is our earnest desire to be able as soon as
possible in a fuller extent to give the management of
the school and boarding over to the people who work
here. With this in view, more and more of the daily
tasks have been under the supervision of the staff, and
we are glad to report that they have shown great
willingness and capability to shoulder the responsibilities.
But there still are problems that we must help them
solve for the time being, especially in the economical
gide of the boarding. All resources must be utilized as
far as possible to keep low boarding fees, so as to
enable also the very poor to come to the school. The
work, therefore, needs very careful planning, and must
be closely looked after to carry it successfully through.
The leaders are taking part in it all, however, and are lear-
ning to understand the problems. Thus, we hope that when
it will be necessary for them to carry on alone, they
will be able to do so, and also maintain the mission
character of the institution.

The health was good throughout the year, with
the exception of the usual malaria and colds. But we
had two epidemics that caused us some anxiety, first
whooping-cough, which many of our smaller children
contacted, and a very bad dysentery. No lives were
lost, but it was a long and hard fight to save some
o,f,__tg\,em.. We,“ realized once. more how impossjble it is
to stop infection in. the crowded boarding, and.we cer-
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tainly ‘must be thankful to God that for most of the,
time - the children have been healthy.

Two' of our class VI girls took their middle school
examination. This year also we have received Rs. 80/- -
a month in Govermesnt: Grant-in-Aid, for which we
are very thankful.

As the ,crops this year were a little better, people
were able to pay fees and we closed the year with
practically no outstanding boarcéing fees. It is a good
help when people thus, show co-operative spirit, and
save us from starting the new year claiming fees from
them.

Special days obssrved this year were first of all
January 26th, Republic Day. As usual we had a picniec.
This time we visited the congregation in Bilanpur, and
we had a wonderful day together whith the people there.
In February the 75 Years’ Jubilee of the Santal Colony
was celebrated in Grahampur. There were many ac-
tivities and an elaborate program, and there were guests
from far and mnear. Our girls contributed with song.
The congregational sabha was also this year held in
Haraputa, and thousands gathered for three days’ meet-
ings. A catastrophe nearly happened the first day when
the people had started occupying the grass huts made
for them. A violent fire broke out, and in a few minutes
half of the huis were in a roaring fire. Luckily no-
body was killed but a few were hurt, and many badly
shocked. We opened our school building and one of the boar-
ding houses and somehow or other all got room to stay.
Many of our old girls came to the sabha with their families,
and we were very glad to welcome them. On the 2nd of April
we had our yearly prize and sports day and on October
20d we remembered Mahatma Gandhi with a meeting
in .the :school hall,
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The children’s Saturday meetings were carried on
as before. We were invited several times and we were
very glad to attend and see how well they manage the
meetings. It is a very good way for them to become
accustomed to preside at meetings and to speak and

to witness. Almost all of the children in the boarding
take part.

The teachers’ mission meetings also continued as
before. We used our funds to help some of the poorer
pupils buy their school books.

The Sunday school work made great progress in the
year that passed. Besides the two clasess here on the
station, we got Sunday School classes started in almost all
the surrounding villages. Some 16-17 teachers have
classes on Sunday morning in the villages, and nearly
300 children are on the rolls. We have had special mee-
tings here on the station once in a while to instruct
them and to furnish them with necessary materials for
their work. [t is very important to get them firmly
started in this work, as it very likely will be our main
in strument in the religious training of our Christian children
in the future. If and when Government starts compulsory
education, there will be no religious instruction, and
every community will have to take care of their own
children. It is important, therefore, to build up our
Sunday Schools as soon and as well as possible and
thus put them on the level with the Sunday church
services and the Friday women’s meetings in the minds
of the psople. [t is to be hoped that if we can make
the Santal Christians accustomed to the idea that Sunday
Schools are a necessity, then they will stick to them
and see to it that they are continued.

All our single lady teachers have Sunday School
classes, some in the compound and some in the neigh--
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bouring villages. Most of the girls from the upper
classes help them, and we hope that they also will
learn to love tha Sunday School work and go on tea-
ching the children in their own villages when the
graduate from here.

This year also we.want to send our heartfelt thanks
to all the supporters of our missson work in the home “coun-
tries. We are co-workers in a very important field of
the Kingdom of our Lord, and we feel confident that
the work among our young people will have traces in
the generations to come. It is a joy to work among them
and they are not difficult to manage. We learn to love
them, and we feel that when we meet them later in
their homes, they also have a feeling for their old school
and we see that they have profited much from their stay-
here Let us. therefore, go cn doing the good deeds, and
not beccme tired. One day we shall see that it was not
in vain. Let wus pray for His blessing over our work
here, and let us pray that the Word of God may live
and grow in the hearts of our young girls and boys.
Not by might, nor by power, but by Spirit, says the
Lord of Hosts. Let us go forward trusting the promises
of our Lord. He who calls you is faithful, he will do it.

Borgny Austad.



MEDICAL WORK IN
ASSAM

SANTIPARA LEPROSY COLONY"

All "the days of a yéar in a leprosy colony are
filled with the greviousness of sickness, pain, disappointe
ments and sorrow. But the days of gray clouds have
alsp their silver lining, and in between the sun shines
and the clear blue heaven of hope appears.

Many::of the' patients chave- difficult chronic . ulcers
on stunted hands, and especially on the feet. Others
have-out:-break of the .sickness following a very high
foever- Not many days ago we had the joy of giving
certificates to seven of our patients who had been cured.
Barka, one of the reven, came -last night to say fare-
well: He is a Santal and did not thank for the time
gpent here, but it was easy to read his thankfulness in
the .expression of his eye. Then he came again this
moming to say. ‘ Johar ”

When some. become well it gives new hope for those
who still are here.

Clement, our laboratory-technician, has just now
told me that Wwe have more patients to whom we soon
should be able to give certificates. And then he added,
“ Mongolsing is now negative. It will be interesting to
see what the next examination shows.” Surely it was
a ray of sunshine for Mongolsing and for us who have
known him since he came here as a small boy many
years ago.

We rejoice over the fact that the conference gran-
ted Rs. 5,000/- for the building of & small ward for
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teprosy patients who have tuberculosis. The number of
such patients :is - now- twelve. In all we have had 30
tuberculosis patients for treatment: this: year.. The -outs
door idispensary - -treated 348 leprosy patients and- the
other out-door dispensaries treated 3,526 patients. In
the small hosvital for. non-leprous patients 228 have -been
admitted. The number of leprous patients who- lived
in the colony three months or more numbered 265. On
the 31st of December, 1956, there were 218 vpatients
but actually we do not have adequate living facilities
for so many, We hope for an opportunity for building
more houses for patients.

Three of the temporary houses which were built 19

years ago for oco-workers mneed to be replaced by new
decent houses.

We have had electric lights in about ghalf of the
colony since the 2nd of June and we hope that from
one place or another the funds will come so that We can
complete the installation such that there will be electric
light in every room in Santipara.

On the 6th of October the school for leprous children
and a home with place for 20 boys was dedicated.

In the home for healthy children of leprous parents
we have 12 children this year.

¥rom the Santal Mission, Assam Government, The
Mission to Lepers, we have received with thanks the
same amounts as last year. The farming project brought
much less income this year than 1955 since the last
rice harvest was a failure due to the fact that there
was a two month’s drought during the rainy season.
With an almost empty granary, and ever rising prices
of rice, split peas, mustard oil and other food products,
it is not without anxiety that we enter into the new
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year. But we have seen and-learned this year as in
the years, before, :that God’s * storehomse’ does not
empty. May all.of us here,. both-welland sick, really-be-
lieve the Lord’s; Word, ! Fear thou not; forI am with
thee, be nat dismayed for [ am Thy God, [ will stren-
‘then thee,. yea, .I will help thee, yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” And
may the opportunities afford so that the work for the
leprous patients will continue, not as an unessential
part of the church’s life, not only as a humanitarian
work, but as a real Christian obedience to Him who
said, * Cleanse the lepers ™. A work of thanksgiving
to God—in the Name of God for His children.

Bergljot and Gunnar Fossland.
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SEVAPUR HOSPITAL

This year has once more shown a general increase
in all the branches of medical work we ‘have taken up
An this hospital. The statistical appendix will show the
progress - during the last three -years.

At the close of the year the . theatre bleck is being
put into use, and .also the X—Ray work is .beginning,
although the department is not -as yet finished -~So. far
we have -only facilties for regular X—Ray photographic
work. It would be a great benefit if we :could :.add
screening of chest patients to our diagnostic armament-
‘arium. However, we are exceedingly happy for the
development we have been able to make, and we want
‘to express our sincere thanks to the Mission for the
-grants that have emabled us to start this work.

Early in the year our laboratory technician, Noren
Kisku, who for many years had worked in the hospital
left for perscnal reasonas. This was a great draw back
in the work, especially since we so far have not been
able to secure trained help in this extremely important
field. One of our male nurse students, Peter Murmu,
was taken on in this special work, and considering the
very meager training the only doctor of the hospital
has been able to find time to give him, he is-doing
well. It is hoped that facilities for full training will
be secured for him.

The work in the hospital has now reached the point
where the staff, especially the senior trained :staff, is
getting insufficient in number to cope satisfactorily
with the increasing number of patients, this is especialiy
true of the in-door patients’ department. During the year
our 2 missionary nurses, Miss Fiske and Miss Malterud,
have had to shoulder the .greater part of the -work, :es-
pooially -with the .large inorease.in:the matérnity iwosk.

17
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The relatively-- high . number of consultations in the
out-patients’ department together with the growing num-
ber of patients in the hospital and a rapidly increasing
number of operations is already making it difficult for
one medical officer. From the coming year we have
received permission to accept two trained Indian nurses
on the staff, which we sincerely hope -will be a good
.help in the nursing programme, although a very great
share still will remain with Miss Fiske when Miss
Malterud goes on furiough early in 1957. It is our hope
that we will also soon be permitted to employ an assistant
medical officer on the staff.

Two mnoteworthy developments have taken place
during the year. The first is that we now really see
the fruits of the work that has been done here for the
pregimnb women. A steadily increasing number of wo-
men register for ante natal clinic care, and a suprisingly
good proportion of them do come for the regular exa-
minations that entitle them to be admitted into the
hospital for delivery at half rate. The high number of
deliveries in the hospital is one evidence of the effect
of this work. Another is that not only do the women
come for delivery as the last chance in a desxperate
case, but more and more realize the benefit of deliver-
ing their child in the hospital even when everything is
normal. This is something for which we are very thank-
ful. We think with gratitude and admiration back to
those who started this work many years ago, a long
time before there even was a hospital here.

In January this year I had the chance to spend
gsome weeks with Dr. Macphail at Bamdah Hospital in
Bihar for training in eye surgery. We have upto now
only had some months experience with this work. 1t
already seems as if this could be one of the main
features of this hospital. This is an extremely interese
ting .field of work in. a tropical hospital. I would like
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to thank Dr. Maocphail from - this institution for the
chance he gave us to start this work with his ex-
périence to back us up.

The congregational work onthe compound has been
conducted on the same lines as last year with the
same people leading the local congregation, the wo-
men’s metings, a:d the Sunday School Two heartening
features of the spiritual life nsed mentioning, the first
and more important is the growth of the Sunday School.
Now not only do the children of the compound come
regularly, but a contact has been established with the
neighbouring villages, Borsonpur and Thakurpur, where
a number of nominal Christians and backsliders live.
It is strange to see unbaptized children of Christian
parents come to Sunday School and in several cases
after a while, coming to church along with their parents.
In putting this development on record, I feel that we
have a right to ask those friends who pray for us,and
thus keep up the work to take the Sunday School, its
teachers and its children, especially the unbaptized ones
into their prayers.

This is a mission enterprise. That means more than
anything else that we are day by day dependent on the pra-
yers of our friends to make the work possible, to make up
for spiritual and physical weaknesses, to make it the Christ
witness it has been called forth to be. For all those
who thus stand behind us, I want to share what I
believe is our common experience, ‘“* My grace is enough
for you. For where there is weakness, My power is
shown the more completely.”

Karen- and Johs. G. Andersen.
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STATISTICAL APPENDIX.

1954

Total No. of consultations : 7,419
Number of New Patients: 2,053
Number of In-Door Patients: 419
Total number of Men : 4,954
Total number of Women: 2,884
Total number of Muslims : 2,213
Total number of Christians : 3,021

Total number of Hindus and
Tribal non-Christians : 2,604

Number of malaria cases: 1,211
Number of hookworm cases: 320
Total of diagnosed tuberculosis:

No. of pattents in regular treat-
ment for tuberculosis per34,12: 1
No.. of deliveries, requiring

major surgery :

Total number of deliveries : 51
Cataract extractions : 0
Other eye operations : 0
Other operations than those

mentioned: 123

Number of women in ante-natal care : 41
Total number of patients sent for
laboratory examinations :

Deaths in hospital : 17

1955

10,176
2,641
598
6,698
3,496
3,228
3,664

3,272
1,487
319

22

12

54
0
0

176

114

3,534
21

1936 .

11,105
2,955
974
6,838
4,067
2,868
4,320

4,417
1,402
503
114

40

18.
112
49
30

198
132

3,823
47

Karen and Johs. . Andersen.
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HARAPUTA MISSION DISPENSARY:

The daily work-at the: dispensary. has gone on
steadily during the year, The statistics show an increase .in
treatments of ordinary diseases as. well as. leprosy..
We have felt this increase also in the daily work, so-
we have to secure more help in order to carry on the work.
Also we would iike to have some more time to visit
sick people in the villages.

During the year we treated 13,482 general patients
3 985 leprosy patients

Among these 41.1%, were Mohammedans
23.4% were Hindus
23.1%, were Christians

12.47, were non-christians, Santals
or Boros

At the dispensary as well as in the villages we.
had as follows:

11 normal confinements
9 abnormal confinements

43 were admitted to our wards:
for treatment

69 were attended to in the villages.

40,57 of the total number of treatments were for
malaria.

During the year we had quite a number of patients
treated for Kala Azar. In the newspapers quite & bit
was to be found about an acute Kala Azar epidemic
in Assam, and because of this all patients with enlarged
hard spleens were especially examined for Kala Azar.
We had more treatments of thix disease than before,
but we cannot say that there was any epidemic of it
around here. During the rainy season and right up to
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the end” of the year we had a very bad epidemic of
dysentery. Many people died because of it and espe-
cially - young children who were affected by it and did not
have much chance of recovery if they did not get treat:
ment at nnce. [t was unlike any other dysentery seen
before, and it was very difficult to treat.

We started the year with 74 leprosy patients on
our roll and this had increased to 103 before the end
of the year. It seems like the Government has started
a new center for treatment of these patients mnorth of
us and so some of our former patients from there have
left us to get treatment nearer their homes. But then we
have received new ones from other places. We have quite
a number of young Munda men who are coming here
for their regular treatment. They come from various
places, some of them are Christians, and scme are
Hindus. Now they have built their homes near here
in order to get their regular treatment. In April we
had Clemens Sangma from Santipara Leprosy Colony
here for a few days to examine all our leprosy patients.
{ We are “ affiliated ”’ with Santipara and receive our
medicines from them free) The examinations showed
improvements of many, especially of the contagious
type, and many of them were less positive for Hansen's
bacilla than before.

We still have good co-operation with Sevapur Hos-
pital. We send a number cf patients to them for better
treatments and examinations, and we receive quite a
number of patients from them for further treatment, usually
because this is nearer their homes.

Jotin Ch. Das and Sitol Soren are both working
here. They are a good stand-by for me and have done
a good and faithful work during this past year also.

Unfortunately, we had the bad dysentery among the
boarding children also. Several of them were very ill,
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but fortunately they all recovered. Besides this and
the ordinary malaria, some of them suffered from whoop-
ing-cough.

Work among the village women has gone on as
usual. During the spring we had as the year before
a whole day’s meeting in each congregation only for
women. These meetings were very well attended in all
places. Before these meetings we had our big “ sabha ”,
a three and a half day’s meeting for all here in Hara-
puta. Also these meetings were very well attended,
and everyone seems happy for the gatherings. We had
a special speaker, an American missionary, Miss Lof-
thus, who was visiting us just at that time. She used
chalk drawings to-illustrate her messages and this was
very much appreciated by all and it helped them to
understand her message better.

During the last half year we have tricd to bring
more life into our small Friday meetings in the villages.
We have gone on as usual, but we felt the need for more life
in them. Men were elected from each village to visit their
neigbhor village, and we felt that it was a good thing and
that the interest was stirred up, but we still believe
that it can be better and then we must gev more life
into the homes and the villiges.

Confirmation classes were held as before. Qur elder
and a village teacher instructed the boys, and the pas-
tor's wife, a teacher here and myself supervised the
classes for the girls.

The Lord has been with us in our daily tasks both
at the dispensary and in the villages, and the work
has gone on. We know that in our own strength this
could not have been done. But we thank Our Lord
and Master for the past year, and we thank our friends
and intercessors, who have been with us in our work

and made it possible.
‘ Elisabeth Krohn.
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1956.

“ But this I call to mind,
and therefore I have hope;
The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases,
His mercies are new every morning;
great is thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3: 21.23.

“I have hope-great is thy faithfulness.” Those
are encouraging words as we review the past year
of the history of the Santal Mission, and the Ebenezer
Evangelical Lutheran Church. In the annals of the
mission we are writing the 90th report, and the 7th of
the organized Church. As we look back, our thoughts
are best expressed in the words, " great is thy faith-
fulness. ” God’s mercies have not come to an end;
they have been new every morning. As we look forward
into the future we can say, "“1 have hope.”

Dr. Judson of Burma was once asked, “ Do you
think the prospect bright of the speedy conversion of
the heathen?” “ As bright,” he replied, “ as the pro-
mises of God.”

Recently we heard a young Indian Christian of
considerable prominence make this statement, I feel
confident that before long India will become a Chris-
tian nation.” We pray that the day may soon come
when people throughout the length and breadth of this
great sub-continent will bend the knee and worship be
fore Him who some day will be acknowledged by all as
the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. And we
have hope, for He is able.

Coleridge is quoted as saying, ‘'Life without hope”
draws nectar in a sieve, and hope without an object can-

not live.”
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Our hope is fixed in His promises; remembering
‘'His wonderful faithfulne:s in the past. The Lord, him-
self, is the object of our hope. Oh, that men every-
where might come to the knowledge of the Truth, that
they might know Him' whom knowing .is Life.

Someone has said, “The church lives, progresses,
conquers by her faith; let her abandon despondency
as her weakness, her sin, her greatest hindrance.’

We find that in the history of the Chureh, there
are periods of weakness, when forward movement is
not easily percepiible. But the work of the kingdom:
must go forward. The writer to the Hebrews puts
it like this, “ We are not of those who shrink back and
are destroyed, but of those who have faith and keep their

souls.

In our mission we have reached another mile post.
We have been reminded that the year 1956 was the
last in the 9th ten year period of the mission. What
have we to report at the end of this period with refe-
rence to the Church? A few statistics covering the
last five year period, may be of interest :—

Year :— 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956
Total

Congregations 265 275 278 281 292
Total Baptized

Membership 30286 30934 32221 32697 34226

Baptisms Child-
ren of Christians 1904 1147 1082 1103 1282
Baptisms from

Non-Christians 701 641 628 450 7
Confirmed 512 477 450 474 633
Sunday School
Teachers 145 142 147 152 162
Sunday School
Attendance 2509 2629 2861 2864 3822

Stewardship Rs.s NP Rs. NP Rs. NP Rs. NP Rs. NP
Church and 49510.20 49302.55 49571.89 50907.16 60529.20
local income

19
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We realize that figures do not tell the complete
story although they do give an idea of outward deve-
lopment and growth. Apart from statistics we feel that the
work is encouraging. We have sensed that there are
many within large areas of the Church who are burdened
for the salvation of their fellow men and for the growth
and up-bulding of the church. It is encouraging to
find manv praying believers in our congregations, and
that their prayers result in action of witnessing to the
individual, in Sunday School, youth organizations, wo-
men's meetings and in the local congregation.

Again this year Bible study courses have been con-
ducted in all districts of the Church. This very impor-
tant work deserves our constant prayers that God may
bless the Word that is taught.

The two theological seminaries and the Martha
Mary Bible School 'are training a group of fine young
men and women for future service in our congregations.
We thank God for the call the young people have
felt to enter Christian service.

Daring 1956 regular trienniel elections were held in
the five Church Districts for selecting new Church Cou-
neil members. The results show important developments
in that all five Church Councils elected Iundian presidents
whereas during the last trisnniel three out of fiive had
ndigenous leadership. All but one Council have elected
[ndian Secretaries. This is definitely a forward step.
After the mnew Councils had constituted themselves,
elections of new members to the Synod were held. Church
Council representation in the Synod is now composed
of Indian nationals only. The Mission as such is
represented by the three Mission '[rustees and one
missionary elected by the missionaries.

The annual meeting of the Synod, and the first
for the new Synod members, was -held at Benagaria
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Oct. 31-Nov. 2. During the three days session it was
definitely felt that the majority of the newly elected
lmembers are worthy respresentatives of their respective
" QCouncils, and it was a pleasure to work with them
during the Synod sessions.

The proposal to arrange for nomination and final
election of a national General Superintendent during
1957 was set aside, but there is now hope that the
nomination elections can be held early in 1958 and
the final election take yplace during the Synod meeting
in October 1958.

During the year definite plans have been proposed
for further extensive transfer of Institutions from Mission
to Church. The opportunity of placlng more respon-
sibility into the hands of indigenous leadership is wel-
comed. We trust that local contributions towards self-
support in the Church may continue to increase and
and strengthen the leaders in their effort to take over
and operate the institutions. It is perhaps quite evi-
dent that for some time continued aid from the suppor-
ting Home Boards of the Mission will be necessary.

Again this year visits to our mission centers have
sttengthened our hope for the future of the Church.
The co-operation betwen Indian ana foreign personnel in
spreading the Gospel and building up the Church is
very encouraging.

General conventions with the object of develeping
the spirltual life in the congregations have been held
in many placcs. Womens’ conventions and youth meet-
ings have also been held.

The Sunday School work is growing and we thank
God for the many faithful Sunday School teachers in
the Church. We are also thankful for all the Chris-
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tian parents who bring up their children in the fear
and nurture of the Lord.

In one area in particular, special emphasis has.
‘been centered on the instruction of adult Christians.

Confirmation classes were conducted preparing them for
greater knowledge and appreciation in participation and
fellowship at the Lord’s table.

During the year only one ordination service was
conducted. Siblal Hasdak’ was ordained on August 26 th
in the Chondorpura Church. The Rev. A. E. Stronstad
officiated at the ordination.

Pastor Kalu Kisku, of the Santal Divinty School,
Benagaria, passed away after suffering a stroke, on
January 14, 1956. Although he had been failing for some
time, Kalu pastor continued in the work as teacher in
the Divinity School till the last. Kalu pastor was
ordained in 1931 and served for many years as pastor
at Mohulpahri, and later as teacher in the Divinity
School at Chondorpura and Benagaria. We thank God
for his life of devoted service in the Church. Blessed
be his memory. )

In closing this report we would give praise and
thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Chr&
for His manifold mercies and His great faithfulness.
He has granted us many faithful intercessors, and many
faithful workers. The Gospel has been preached, and

He has given the increase. To Him be the honour
and praise forever.

“ Oh, for a triumphant faith that the little ome
shall be a thousand. Oh, for grace to act upon such a -
faith at once.” — Spurgeon.

Respectfully submiited,
Ole 8. Bjerkestrand,



STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.
Auditor’s Certificate a

Dear Sirs, .

‘We report that we have checked the books of the
Mission for the year ended 3lst. December, 1956, as
follows :—

MISSION GENERAL CASH BOOK :

The entries in respect of the payments .appearing:
in the Cash Book have been examined with the Sub-
sidiary Books, Station Cash Books and acknbwledgment
of Cash produced to us and found to be in order with
the exception of those detailed in attached Statement ‘A’

We have verified the receipts from the American,
Danish and Norwegian Mission Boards during the year
and have found the entries appearing in the Cash Book
to be in order. The Bank Pass Book has been checked
by us and foand to agree with the Cash Book. We
have had produced to us a certificate from the Calcut~
ta Branch of the Chartered Bank in confirmation of
the balance with the Bank at 3!st December, 1956.

EBENLSER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND
MORNAI TEA ESTATE CHARITABLE FUND . CASH
BOOKS :

We have examined the payments recorded in these
Cash Books with the receipts produced to us and have
found them to be in order. We have seen certificates
from the Chartered Bank and the Netherlands Trading
Society in confirmation of the balance with the Banks
at 31st. December, 1956.

STATION (INCLUDING MISSIONARIES) CASH BOOKS:
The Books have been checked as follows :—

The remittances from the Mission, Ebeneser Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church and Mornai Tea Estate Cha-
ritable Fund have been checked into these books and
found to be in order with the exception of those detail-
ed in the attached Statement ‘A’
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We have carried out a test check of the payments
recorded in these Cash Books with the receipts produced
to us. In some cases receipte were either not available
or were written in languages which we were unable tc
translate. Those which we were able to check were
found to be in order with the exception of those
detailed in attached Statement ‘B’

INDIAN WORKERS PENSION FUND:

We have checked the payments appearing in the
Cash Book and found them to be in order.

INVESTMENTS :

The investments of the Indian Workers Pension
Fund, as detailed in the Fund’s Book and of various
other Funds viz. Emergency Fund, Bhikhu Endowment
Fund, Central Obligation Fund and Passage Fund as
described in the books of such Funds were verified by
reference to certificates from Bankers, by examination
of the Scrips for the Government Securities and National
Savings Certificates etc. and found to agree therewith.

4. Lyons Range Calcutta 1. Yours faithfully,
9th August, 1957. Lovelock Lewes.
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THE ACCOUNT -OF 1956.
THE SANTAL MISSION OF fHE NORTHERN

~ CHURCHES &
MORNAL TEA ESTATE CHARITABLE FUND
INCLUDRED.
OUTLAYS :
Ordinary Dearness-allow.
Mohulpahari Chr. Hosp. Rs. 19.000 Rs. 7770
Saldoha Leper Colony ., 45.666-11 ,, 3472
Benagaria Dispensary » 1.600 » 480
Kaerabani . »  1.200 . 360
Narainpur s ' 896 5 120
Basetkundi ., " 610 » 180
Gaorang " . 1238 » 342
Joema s " 993 »»
Grahampur » ,, 1.000 2
Rajadighi Hospital >  1.116 ,» 1997-08
Sevapur Hospital ,»  9.000 5 2950
Santipara Leper Colony ,  20.000 w 1545
Rs. 108.324-11 Rs. 19.216-8
Educational work: Ordinary Dearness-allowance
Kaerabani Schoolg Rs. 26.194 - Rs. 5.973-08
Maharo Schools 5 13,718 5 3.690-12
Koroya Mission & Orph.,  4.246 » 450
Benagaria Ind. School 4.508 ’ 1.020
Sant. Div. Bung. - » 1.000
Narsinpur G. School , 14.316 . 2580
Eklakhi Girl School ~ ,  7.700 ” 990
Grahampur Schools » 14.300 o 3.534-09
Gaorang Girl School ,  17.898 » 1860

Rs. 103.880-00 Rs. 20.098-13
Total for page. Rs. 251,520
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Brought forward from page 147:  Rs. 251,520-00

District Stations: Ordinary ]?e&rness~allowg.nce
Basetkundi Rs. 3.840 Rs. 660
Benagaria » 17.068 n 2842
Ebeneser House » 1800 ” 180
Chondorpura » 3.530 " 465
Dhorompur - 798 s 600
Dumka " 6.400 s 525
Kaerabani ’ 3.713
Tilﬂ-ba«ni 7] 2.800
Suri » 4.852 » 510
S. P. & Bir. Womes’ Work,, 800 » 300
Nimasarai »  5.800 »  1.024-08
Bagsarai " 7.950
Grahampur »  6.252 " 354
Joema 2 8.360 » 720
Haraputa - 1.000- ”» 324
Gaorang ,»  1.152 s 1.080
Bongaigaon ” 4.000 » 525
Parkijuli s 12.949-9-6 55 809 08
District Work, D. A. Total Rs. 10.919
District Work, oOrdinary Total » 98.664-09-06
Committees & Travel Rs. 9.685-08-06
Secretary’s Travel » 2.400
Dumka Offices »» 4.000
Legal Expsnditures, Print of Report ,, 3.955-08-00
Civii Surgeon Fee & Aff. fees . 2.596
Stipends for Indians o 24.030
New construction & Major Repairs ., 75.552-15-06
Miscellanious " 24.177-12
Ebeneser Church, India Side . 213.297-05-06
Ebeneser Church, Pakistan side ” 15.659-14
Missionaries Account » 351 460-02-03
Landrents & Taxes " 3.134-03-11°

Rs. 729.949-05-08

Balance per 31.Dec. 1956 :
Bank Rs. 47.293.08-03
Cash s 29.796-11-02
»  77.090-83-05

Rse 1168.143-02-07
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INCOME:

Balance per 1. Jan. 1956 Rs.  37.714-08-05
Received from America »  179.558-10-06
Received from Denmark »  213.786-14 10
Received from Norway »  390.010-10-06

Received from Norway (Pakistan Side) 13 264-04-00
Received from Mornai Tea Garden ,, 98.500-00-00
Gift, Pastor Knutsen, New Zealand ,, 398-02-00

Miscellanious Interests : . 4.330-00-04
Loans : Central Obligat F. 100.000
M. T. E. Reserve F. 100.000
Other Funds 30.580 ,, 230.580-00-00

Rs. 1168.143-02-07
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INDIAN WORKERS’ PENSION FUND. "

The Account of -1956... = . -

RECEIPTS :

Balance per 1. Jan. 1956. Rs. 5.299-06. 06 ,
Received from : Ebeneser E. L. C s 3.000
Interest on Government Loan T 420%06-00
Contribution from Members »  6.298.05-06

Rs. 15.018-02 0

EXPENDITURES :
Ponsion. paid members 1956  Rs. 9.280-11.00

Contribution refunded prev. memb. ,, 40-C3.00
Balance per 31. Dec. 1956 »  5.696-15-00
Rs, 15.018-02-0

CAPITAL ACCOUNT:
Balance per L. Jan. 1956 Rs. 44.423-05-04

CAPITAL INVESTED:

Government loan of 1896/97 Rs. 15.628-05-04
Postal Savings Certificates s 28.795-00-00
Ro.  44.423-05-04
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