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Quarterly Letters from the Arabian Mission

B p ril^ S u n e , 1 8 9 9 .

NOTES.
A  cablegram  was received on the 29th of June, announc

ing the death of R ev. G eorge E. Stone. W e waited sadly 
through the weeks that follow ed for the particulars, which are 
given in the letter of Rev. Mr. Cantine, from  Muscat, in this 
number.

T h e death of our dear brother after but a few  months of 
devoted service, g ives emphasis to the extract which we present 
from his letter of February 17, taken from the Auburn Sem i
nary Review. H e little  thought when he wrote that the con
quest of Islam would “ cost lives/ ’ that his own life would be 
the n ext one laid down in the conflict. We commend the ex
tract to the attention of all who look for the redemption of 
Arabia.

MUSOA T.
W hen I say that the last few  days have been very sad 

ones, m ost of m y readers w ill know that I refer to the death 
of Mr. Stone. So sudden and unexpected was it that it is hard 
to realize that he m ay not drop in upon me at any hour with 
his cheerful greeting. He came to Muscat in February on 
account of Mr. B arny’s serious illness here, and these four 
months at our most tryin g  station and under unusual cares 
and responsibilities m ust have underm ined his health more 
than others, or he him self recognized. On m y arrival in June 
I found him seem ingly w ell, except for the lassitude which 
generally  overtakes one in the summer. H e had had no fever 
for a long time, and his only complaint was of the prickly heat 
and a series of boils, from which he suffered much. E very 
body advised a change, and at the first opportunity he and his 
A rabic teacher w ent b y  night to a small village up the coast,
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where amid the date gardens the air was said to be much 
better than at Muscat, though probably there was little 
difference in tem perature. H e would have taken a run 
somewhere b y  the m ail steam er except returning he would 
m eet w ith ten days’ quarantine, which now is quite unen
durable. A fte r  his arrival at his destination he wrote 
cheerily, saying that he was quite com fortable, and in some 
respects feeling better. T hree or four days later he had an 
attack of fever and in a few  hours was dead, the doctor 
here thinking that the end m ust have been hastened or due to 
heat apoplexy. W hat would have been done for him by one 
w ith more experience, who can say, but his teacher cared for 
him  to the best of his know ledge, and afterw ards brought his 
body back to M uscat for burial. His grave is near that of 
Bishop French, who was the first, as our brother is the last, 
to lay  down his life for the cause of missions in this part of 
A rabia. Muscat, the youngest of our Mission stations, has 
thus a solemn yet glorious record of those who, leaving house 
and parents and brethren and w ife and children for the k in g
dom of G od’s sake, have from here entered into life  everlasting. 
M ay H e who wastes not the sm allest of his creation allow even 
us to see a glorious harvest from these precious lives, which, 
though they fall into the ground and die, yet abide not alone.

S T A T I O N  W O R K .

O f the w ork of the station I can say but very  little  this 
tim e, as I have been here y et but a few  weeks. T here is an 
annual sum mer exodus from  M uscat which leaves the business 
part of the town nearly  em pty ; and so our shop-keeper sug
gested that he go on a long tour up the coast to towns which 
have been visited with Scriptures only once.

T h ere  is a rum or of disturbance among the A rab  tribes 
inland, and w e have been cautioned against directing our steps 
towards the m ountains ju st at present. We, however, have 
had several calls from  A rab  Sheikhs, and one, visited by Mr. 
B arny last year, has sent down to him a large basket of man
goes, w ith  an invitation to come again.

T H E  F R E E D  S L A V E  SCHOOL,

w hich had caused m y im m ediate predecessors much care and 
w orry, seems now to have settled down into its usual placid
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condition. Perhaps the boys rem em ber m y association with 
their old Sahib, whose m em ory they revere— at any rate they 
have given me much less trouble than I anticipated. Tw o of 
the largest boys have been found work at the English Consu
late, and from all that I hear are proving satisfactory. Three 
others of the age of fifteen or sixteen have also asked to be 
allowed to graduate from the school room into active life, and 
I now am looking for suitable persons to whom they m ay be 
bound until they are eighteen. T h e  boys have been in our 
school now for over three years, and m any have gained as 
much book learning as they are capable of using to advan
tage, while their grow ing bodies and tough muscles need 
more exercise and manual labor than we in our little  house 
and garden can g ive  them. A s the boys tlnis gradually leave 
us it m ay be possible to supply their places with others who 
are younger, for it  is a sad fact that the slave trade in this part 
of A rabia  shows no signs of decreasing. A s  to their health, 
they are as w ell as can be, with the exception of one poor 
fellow  who a few  nights ago rolled off from the roof while 
sleeping. He suffered some injury to his head, and is still in 
the Governm ent Hospital. It is a great com fort to have thus 
at hand com petent medical assistance to supplement our little  
stock of oil and ointment.

T H E  MONSOON

winds and currents w ill soon reach Muscat, and then for a few  
weeks this w ill be the coolest of our three stations, so there w ill 
be some compensation for what we have endured for tw om onths 
past. A s  I have never before lived in M uscat after June, I 
w ill have a bit of uncertainty upon which to build m y hopes 
of the approach of cold weather. T here are two ladies here 
now, and w ith our three foreign consuls and alw ays a gunboat 
or two, our society, though lim ited, is quite select. T he th ir
tieth of June, the fourth and fourteenth of July have been 
appropriately celebrated,— only if there are any more foreign 
representatives to arrive, we hope for those whose anniversa
ries come in the cooler months,

J a m e s  C a n t i n e .
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E X T R A C T  F R O M  A  L E T T E R  OF R E V .  G E O R G E  E. ST O N E , F E B R U A R Y  

I 7 T H ,  1899, TO T H E  “  A U B U R N  S E M I N A R Y  R E V I E W .”

“ Y ou  ask w hat I think of it now that I am on the spot. 
First: that the need has not been exaggerated, and that Mo
ham m edanism  is as bad as it is painted. Second: that we have 
a splendid fightingchance here in Arabia, and the land is open 
enough so that we can enter if  we will. If a man never 
got beyond the Bahrein Islands he would have a parish of fifty 
thousand souls. Third: that on account of the ignorance of 
the people they must be taught by word of mouth, and, there
fore, if w e are to reach them  all, we must have many helpers. 
Fourth: that I am glad I came to Arabia, and that to me has 
been given a part in this struggle. I do firm ly believe that 
the strength  of Islam has been overestim ated, and that if ever 
the church can be induced to throw her full w eight against it, 
it  w ill be found an easier conquest than we im agine— not but 
w hat it w ill cost lives, it has alw ays been so, but I do believe 
that Islam  is doomed.

“ One day the colporteur and I started early and walked to 
tw elve villages and sold ten portions of Scripture, which was 
a good d ay ’s work, considering how few can read. W e found 
no fanaticism  and received as good treatm ent as the average 
book agent in Am erica. More are indifferent and m anifest a 
good-natured contem pt of such weak-minded w hite people, who 
are so ignorant as not to believe in the Koran. W hen we go 
into the m arket places we only take a few  Gospels in our 
hands and packets and then go all through the crowd. Som e
tim es we have sold a good m any and at other times only one 
or two. It gives a good chance, how ever to talk with them and 
argue points at issue and to read the Gospel to those who 
cannot read for them selves.”

BAHREIN.

A m ong the m any m ercies of the past three months we 
count the weather. G enerally speaking, as soon as April is 
gone the missionaries in the Persian G ulf have to adopt for 
their m otto the words in Isaiah x x i v : 15, “ G lorify  ye the Lord 
in the fires"; but at Bahrein we have had such delightful sea- 
breezes up to the very  close of this quarter that the heat has
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not been a burden and we have all enjoyed health, July, 
A u gust and Septem ber w ill doubtless be trying, but we are 
not worn out to wanness and weakness at the start.

Engrossed as every  one is in the rush of the
Some Visitors. a  J

pearl season, the num ber of those who came to 
talk about the kingdom  was not as large as we had last quar
ter ; m oreover, the few  inquirers have become shy, and 
although we can see them in their bazaar or in their homes, 
they fear to come to the mission house. A m ong the number 
who came to talk on things spiritual was the Kadhi of a T u rk 
ish regim ent on the opposite coast— a sort of arm y chaplain. 
He was well-inform ed regarding the Moslem controversy and 
we rehearsed the old arguments. “  Sw eet F irst Fruits ” he 
had read, but he said the story was improbable and the argu
ment not valid. I loaned him a book w ritten in E gypt, a reply 
to the infam ous Mohammedan attack on Christianity, pub
lished in India, which he said was unanswerable. T he Bible 
he seemed to prize and I was surprised at his fam iliarity with 
its contents and character. One of our friends here, a Moslem 
of the straitest sect, has shown us exceeding kindness and 
comes to the house almost daily. H e is a well-read man and 
very unprejudiced, but alw ays asks, as a special favor, that the 
subject of religion be left alone. Last Christmas I gave him 
a fine A rabic Bible and occasionally he will look at a tract or 
leaflet. We w ant you to pray for him. He is known in 
Bahrein as an honest man, a w ealthy m erchant and a great 
peace-maker. Continually he is called in to settle quarrels and 
disputes. H is father died some years ago in Hofhoof, the 
most learned Moslem of his day and a popular poet. One day 
a man came to the Bible Shop asking for a com m entary on the 
N ew  Testam ent. H e bought other books also and said he first 
began to read the Bible four years ago at Busrah !

New Bait to Catch A lth ou gh  our dispensary is an attraction to 
Fish. the sick and the poor and we have no trouble 

to reach the women because of Mrs. Zw em er’s attractive 
powers, y et we have long fe lt the need of some kind of bait for 
the men who were strong and well, not needing a physician. 
D uring the past months we have, for the first time, tried the 
magic-lantern. It is too soon to pronounce a verdict on its 
success. T h e machine is a splendid one and so are the view s ;
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we tried it four times ; tw ice in Moslem houses and twice in 
our own. T he audiences were appreciative of the novelty, 
although some apparently thought there was som ething “ un
canny ”  and Satanic about it. V iew s of the cathedrals and 
churches g ive  a good text on the subject of Christian worship, 
and Queen V ictoria ’s portrait is a good one on the subject, 
“ T h e  position of women in Christian lands/’

From village During April and May our colporteur, accom-
to village. panied by Dr. W orrall or m yself, visited Bid- 

efeya, R ifa ’, Yan, Asker, Zillay, Moharreh, Had, Sitrah and 
other villages on the islands with varying success. Sometimes 
we toiled all day and came back without selling a single gos
pel ; and again we found good audiences to hear the W ord and 
w illing purchasers. On the island of Moharreh we have few 
friends and m any enemies ; the boys of the street delight to 
throw dust and dirt on our book-stand and to clim b on some 
roof and deluge us with dirty water. A t Had they first pur
chased the books and then, offended at som ething in their con
tents, tried to drive out our colporteur with stones. Bearing 
these facts in mind we are thankful to record a total sale of 123 
Scriptures for three months.

Our New Bible A fter long deliberation and much difficulty
shop. in obtaining prem ises we left our old Bible 

Shop and entered a new location on May 10th. T he place is 

not so near the bazaar and w ill therefore be less conspicuous ; 
but it is larger, cleaner, cooler, and we trust those who come 
w ill be purchasers and readers rather than loiterers and w ay
farers. Our stock of books is much as usual, but we have added 
a large assortm ent of the new controversial literature so ad
m irably and cheaply published b y  the Am erican Mission in 
Cairo. Strange to say that although these books are very out
spoken and often call a spade a spade in dealing with Moham
med and his Koran, we find w illing readers for the literature 
of this type. T here must be a dissatisfaction w ith their own 
system  or else they would never perm it its defects to be laid 
bare to them without much opposition. T h e one great need 
is prayer that Moslems m ay have moral courage enough to 
live up to the ligh t that they have ; they confess that they are 
in the w rong, but still follow it.
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Threats and On the other hand there are Moslems who 
Troubles. are consistent and therefore as fanatical as 

their book. T h ey  scowl at us in the streets with faces worthy 
of the Koran. Once in a while there are threats more or less 
definite to kill us ; but in nearly every case the would-be mur
derer shows a friendly spirit afterwards. A  petition was pre
pared and addressed to the British Consul at Bushire, asking 
for m y expulsion from the island on the ground of my preach
ing too much in public against Mohammed. Some of the mer
chants refused to sign the document, another one told me of it, 
and up to date we have heard nothing of the matter. On the night 
of June 15th, some one took the trouble to hack away a portion 
of the wooden-signboard over our Bible Shop which simply 
announced the fact that “  Scientific, Religious and Educational 
Books ” were on sale. And the same night a bullet was fired 
into the room occupied at the time by our colporteur G ilbrail 
— an elderly man, very quiet and inoffensive in his manner and 
the last man in the world to arouse any one's anger. We are 
ignorant of the direct cause or the culprit. It may be only a 
coincidence ; and stray shots are often fired at night by the 
A rabs of Bahrein. T h e character of the bullet showed it was 
a match-lock and consequently belonged to a man who could 
not afford a modern rifle.

“ where two or three T his is our promise at our services every 
a\together. S a b b a t h  and it has been fulfilled. On April 

9th we rem em bered the Lord's death and on May 7th N ellie 
Elizabeth Zwem er was baptized at the A rabic service by her 
father. Occasionally we have a visitor, but generally only the 
colporteurs and ourselves. On May 23d there came to us un
expectedly, the fam ily of the soldier convert, concerning whom 
Mr. Cantine wrote some months ago. He is still a prisoner 
for the sake of the gospel and has been banished from Bagdad. 
His w ife and three little  children were threatened by the 
Turkish governm ent. T o  escape the children being forced 
into a Moslem school and her own forcible m arriage to a Mos
lem the faithful m other agreed to flee and came here. She is 
very happy to be among Christians, although away from all 
her form er surroundings and Bagdad civilization. Our little 
house is crowded to its utm ost capacity and there is no other 
place for them, at once safe and good. The mother is desirous
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for baptism, and although still ignorant of many doctrines 
seems to have a living faith  in Christ and great boldness to 
confess Him  before men. T he oldest child is a g irl of eight 
and she is learning hym ns and Bible portions very rapidly.

It is a great responsibility to train them in the nurture of 
Christ but also a great privilege. For a long time we have had 
no news from the father of this fam ily. There was a rumor 
that he died a m artyr on the w ay to M alatia, but we hope it is 
unfounded. T his is the man who first heard the gospel at 
Am ara when that station was just opened and who received 
instruction at Busrah. S .  M. Z w e m e r .

T h e work in Bahrein has been quietly kept up. Dispen
sary being closed on Sundays. Each day has Mr. Zwem er or 
a colporteur read and expounded a portion of the Word. Som e
tim es it happened that there were only Persians present. P er
haps only one or two A rabs am ong eighteen or tw enty pa
tients.

I have made four tours during the quarter, to Bedier, Rifa, 
Sitra, and K ateef. A fte r  seeing the patients in the dispensary 
we started for Bedier at 8 a .  m . ,  arriving in three hours. Here 
we saw some forty  patients. L eavin g  at 2 p .  m . ,  we arrived in 
Mission House at 5. T his was a long donkey ride and through 
the hot sun. T h e  point of interest in this trip was the fact 
that we were entertained for a short time by the teacher of a 
school in the school room and then were shown to am ejlis (re
ception place) w here I saw the patients.

A p ril 27th, starting as before, after seeing the dispensary 
patients we took the long road to R ifa. On the w ay we passed 
m any prominent A rabs going to Manama. These we found on 
our arrival were from  R ifa, having left to be present at the 
w edding of Sheikh Esa's son. W e saw several poor patients, 
and after partaking of the bounty of the people, we returned. 
W e learned that day that the guests of a w edding sometimes 
arrive several days before its consummation. This wedding 
took place two days after our trip.

M ay 24th, Mr. Zwem er, m yself and colporteur took a boat 
to the island of Sitra. W e arrived about 10 a . m . ,  and im m e
diately sent a donkey to the boat for our medicines. A fter  its 
arrival we went to a village some two miles distant and entered



the house of the Sheikh. T h e  place being exceedingly warm 
we were invited to a mosque in the garden said to be much 
cooler. H ere we found the breeze and a warm welcome. Tea, 
coffee and melons w ere offered and accepted. Mr. Zwem er be
gan to tell the good news, while I prepared my medicines and 
the colporteur offered his books to those who would buy. T he 
Sheikhs are supposed to be very  fanatic and allow no one in 
their mosques. H ere (in Sitra) a Christian m inister was telling 
of Christ to the Sheikh, a Christian doctor treating the sick, a 
colporteur selling his books and six Moslem praying, all at one 
and the same time. W e look upon this as a very wonderful 
experience.

On May 3rst, Colporteur Elias Bakoos and m yself started 
on our trip to K a tif.  S tarting about eight, we sailed till about 
three a . m . ,  when dropping anchor, we waited for daylight, for 
all about were dangerous shoals. A fte r  tediously drifting for 
several hours a breeze sprang up and at two p. m . we arrived at 
K atif. From  the shore extends a long pier of clay and stones 
about i ,800 feet. T raversing this we reach the custom-house- 
where, after a short and pleasant conversation, we left for the 
M ayor, or, as he is called, Kaim akam . W e found him a pleas
ant man to meet, and exchanging the compliments of the day,
I showed him m y diploma (Turkish) and was given perm is
sion to practice. This, however, did not furnish us with a 
house or food ror the evening meal. W e called on one, a haggi, 
but he was in bed and and would not arise till five p . m . or 
later. W e next called upon the only Banian in the place who 
was supposed to have a kahn (hotel) but the accommoda
tions consisted of a square room, no windows and filled with 
goods. W e were offered a place on the roof for sleeping pur
poses but considered that the possessor would be slightly 
crowded and discommoded, as in a space of 20x30 fifteen peo
ple were supposed to sleep. R eturning to the custom-house 
w e m et a person who offered us a native hut at R8 for one 
month. T his we w ere forced to accept, and for a day or two. 
A fte r  becom ing acquainted with the tax collector we found he 
knew of our w ork in Busrah, Dr. R iggs, a form er physician, 
having treated in his fam ily. He had a tent put up for our 
convenience and loaned us tables, chairs and various useful 
articles of daily necessity. Our native hut formed our dispen
sary and the tent the dorm itory. W hile treating the patients



the colporteur, Elias Bacchus, sought to dispose of a few  cop
ies of the Word, which he was successful in doing. Before the 
erection of the tent we slept under heaven’s canopy, but found 
dew the heavy and began to have touches of fever, aches and 
pains. This, how ever, im proved upon sleeping under cover. 
T h e  native huts are extrem ely hot. T h e first day of treatment 
One of the patients desired a tooth drawn. Putting on the for
ceps, a slight tw ist and a pull, and out it came. “ W hat o u t/ ’ 
was the exclam ation. “  Look at the tooth.” “ Wonderful, 
wonderful, no pain, no b lood,” and away he went. T he native 
tooth pulling is perform ed as follows : W edges are put between 
the offending tooth and its neighbors. W hile these are doing 
their work the gums are cut, and after varyin g  periods, usually 
about five minutes, a pair of forceps (I saw a pair of wire for
ceps) said to be blacksm ith’s, grasp the tooth and with 
gentle (?) taps of a ham m er or by preference a stone if more 
convenient it is loosened from its bed and then with a strong 
and steady pull the tooth sometimes comes out whole. More 
often, according to m y observation, it breaks off just at or 
above the gum ’s edge. T h a t first tooth pulled gave us one or 
more nearly every  day of our stay. W e treated in all nearly 
400 patients.

K a tif is a Turkish possession and practically closed,open only 
to a physician with a Turkish  diploma. R egarding its climate 
and h ygenic surroundings, it is low lying and surrounded by 
hills. Date trees cover the country. T h e accumulations of 
filth of centuries are still found and seen. U ncleanly habits, 
closely com parable to those observed in H avana and Cuba, are 
found. Strong winds and w inter rains and lack of baths, all 
these form  a strong combination to cause pestilence and sick
ness of every sort. W hile digestive troubles m ay be caused by 
rice and melons, as one patient com plaining of pain replied 
to the question how much do you eat ? said: “ two cups of 
rice and thirteen pounds of melon twice a d a y .” W e suggested 
half a cup and was told “ that was not enough for a child five 
years old .”

On June 15th we boarded our sailing vessel and early 
next morning, after a storm y passage of seven hours, we en
tered the mission house in Manama (Bahrein) thankful to re
turn to a Christian bath and table.

H. R. L. W o r r a l l ,  M.D.
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BUSRAH.

The quarter has been uneventful, but I will tell you what 
we have been doing-, hoping when m y know ledge of the lan
guage and the season perm its that I m ay take, with a medicine 
chest, a trip that will furnish experience profitable to the work 
and of which I can write.

Our tim e has been m ostly taken up by language study. 
T he language we find difficult, and we are often disappointed 
to find that the natives do not understand some of the words 
we have learned from our books. Then we have to learn other 
words which are, perhaps, corrupt forms of A rabic or Persian, 
and not to be found in the dictionary.

A  short time ago a young woman told us that she wished 
to become a Christian. She seemed sincere, but we have not 
seen her since. W e asked a native Christian, who knew her, 
about her, who said she was in earnest, but had some property 
she wanted to put in shape, so it could not be taken from her, 
before m aking a confession. She did not wish any one to 
visit her in her home, as other Moslems living in the same 
house m ight suspect her designs and thwart her purpose, leav
ing her penniless, to be supported by the Mission. We are 
praying for her, that her courage m ay not fail, and are anxious 
to see more of her and tell her of His w illingness to strengthen 
and uphold.

A  patient came to me in the later stages of consumption, 
offering to sell him self and father for money with which to pay 
me if I would cure him. I told him I would do what I could, 
for Christ’s sake, without price. T he same morning another 
patient who had been sick a long time told me his fam ily were 
in need of food. I took some money from m y po,cket and gave 
it to him in the name of Christ.

Our dispenser is very  good to speak words of cheer, com 
fort and promise from  His word, and although the work has 
been done in a quiet manner, we pray that some seed may 
have fallen in good ground and w ill bring forth fruit ifi His 
season.

T he hot w eather began earlier than usual, and we have 
had several days in which the therm om eter registered h i  de
grees Fahrenheit in the shade. On some of these days the 
wind has been very hot and on others there has been scarcely
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any breeze. A lthough these days have been very enervating, 
the nights thus far, with a few  exceptions, have been cool 
enough to enable us to sleep fairly  well on the roof. T he vari
ous insects, such as mosquitoes, sandflies, etc., make it neces
sary to have a fine mosquito net over the bed, which keeps out 
the air, m aking it w arm er than it would otherwise be.

T h e health of the missionaries and colporteurs at this 
station has been very good so far, and I trust I w ill be able to 
say as much in the next quarter’s report, after the continued 
hot w eather of July, A u gust and Septem ber.

W e had a plague scare here a few  weeks ago, the Bubonic 
plague having broken out in Bushire, Persia (on the Gulf, less 
than h alf w ay from here to Bahrein). T h e report was more 
than the reality, although there w ere three deaths from the 
disease. Quarantine was made even more rigid than before, 
and our one hope was that the restriction that had so often 
harassed us and menaced our liberty would now be our 
staunchest friend. T h at scare has passed, but it led us to 
im agine very  vivid ly  the state of affairs should the dread 
disease gain foothold here, where there are practically no hos
pitals, no sewers, or sanitary precautions, and where the 
officials are greedy for gain. T he natives, livin g as they do, 
hundreds practically in one enclosure, although in separate 
m at huts, segregation would have been practically  impossible, 
especially when left in the hands of the Turkish soldiers, who 
are unpaid and not above petty  bribery.

S h a r o n  J. T h o m s ,  M. D .

The beginning of A p ril found us in the Convalescent Home 
in Khandalla, India, seeking to repair the ravages that enteric 
and Muscat fever had made in our health. T h e Hom e,an adjunct 
to St. G eorge’s H ospital of Bombay, is beautifully situated on 
one of the highest parts of the Ghaut range of mountains over
looking the Bom bay Sea and is excellent in all its appointments. 
The good care we received and the cool breezes fresh from the 
Indian Ocean with G od’s blessing enabled us to start for Busrah 
at the end of the month, both in excellent health, ready and 
eager for the work assigned.

T he journey from Bom bay proved somewhat tiresome 
with its m any stops while yet we were unable to go ashore



anyw here ow ing to quarantine regulations which were en
forced very  rigid ly  everywhere. W e were, however, glad of 
the opportunity of seeing the brethren at Muscat and Bahrein, 
if it was but for a little  while, to learn that all were in good 
health and spirits and to hear of the progress and prospects of 
the work. H itherto we had been fortunate enough to escape 
quarantine in the Gulf, but this time we were compelled to 
take the full dose, ten days, and all of them on shore. It was 
not so bad as it m ight have been, as we reaped the benefits of 
com plaints made to Constantinople, about the wretched condi
tion of the accommodations, made by some sufferers before us. 
As a result of which a new house was built solely for the use 
of th e sahibs. Quarantine is so common now that it m ight 
seem as though we could omit the mention of it. The expe
rience is, however, impressed on us each time so vividly that 
we cannot forget it. W e had to contend with the heat and a 
little insect called Pulex irritans, “ a small insect of a dark 
brown color, surprisingly nimble and very troublesome by its 
b ite,” which irritated us day and night, g iv in g us no rest, so 
that we were glad indeed when we were allowed to go our way 
and enjoy the comforts of the mission house.

Busrah has not changed much in the past year, the chief 
thing seems to be the change of residence of the Mission. 
When last year we were casting around for a suitable house 
the then “ old k h a n '’ did not make a very favorable impression 
on us. H owever, the plentiful use of white-wash, together 
with, sundry improvements, has greatly improved its appear
ance, and as we are m aking progress in furnishing it, we are 
g ettin g  a com fortable home. T h e time is approaching for re
newing the house contract and we are m aking this an oppor
tunity for pressing other improvements, that have long been 
promised, out of the landlord. He has broken his promises so 
often that we have decided not to pay the rent till he has fu l
filled them. This w ill be more effective than all our reasonings.

Soon after our arrival Mr. Cantine left for Muscat and for 
the current month the care of the station has devolved upon 
the writer. Fortunately the station had not been without a 
missionary in charge. I was able to take it over in person and 
as everyth ing is in w orking order and w ell arranged I trust 
that it w ill not be long ere we find ourselves at ease in attend
ing to the various interests of the work.

IS
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We are at present a very scholarly (?) community, as all of 
us, missionaries and assistant missionaries, are busy with the 
language, and at almost any time of the day, if you could drop 
in on us, you would find one or all of us struggling with the sub
tleties of A rab  thought and expression. T he first part of the 
season, as far as weather was concerned, was very favorable 
and the time seems to have been well used. The high tem per
atures have begun early and interfere with the plans of mis
sionaries and colporteurs. T he monthly accounts of Scripture 
sales are not all in yet, so that 1 cannot give definite figures, 
but I believe they w ill make a fair total. The colporteurs from 
the out stations as those at work here all report increasing in
terest, having many callers at the shops with m any opportuni
ties of interesting conversation about the Gospel. I will quote 
from a letter of one of them an interesting incident which will 
show at once the stamp of men we are fortunate in having as 
helpers and difficulties in the way of inquirers. It is from 
Murad of Am ara ; the garden mentioned is a grove of date- 
trees outside of the town and was pointed out to me on a visit 
over a year ago and it is a pleasure to know that the place thus 
already hallowed by many earnest prayers for souls has by no 
means been neglected. “ I spoke with the sayid one day and 
found in him a desire for religion. A fte r  speaking to him I 
prayed and when he saw this he said, ‘ This is the religion of 
Christ.’ He hoped I would come to the garden every day to 
read and pray. Each day after closing the shop I went and 
found the sayid had gathered the fellow-laborers in the garden 
and I read and prayed with them and after prayer they all said 
‘ Am en, Am en.’ . . . One day while under a tree in the
garden, praying, two soldiers saw him. Said t h e y ,‘ W hy is 
your face not Kiblaw ard when you pray ? ’ He said, ‘ God is 
everyw here and hears us whithersoever we turn.’ Then they 
said, ‘ You are a Christian kaffir ! ’ and began to beat him 
severely. He came to the shop afterw ard and I saw his condi
tion, his beard was torn and his head and body covered with 
bruises and I sought to com fort him. . . .  I hope you will 
pray for him and us.0 Reader, will you join us in heeding 
this request that liberty, political as well as that which makes 
us free indeed in Christ, may becom e the portion of Ishm ael’s 
seed ? F r e d  J. B a r n y .


