
The view from  Dr. Allison's veranda in Kuwait. Logs brought from Zanzibar in Africa 
are used to make the flat roojs of Arab houses. Arab sailing vessels are passing by and the 

one to the ¡eft is in process of construction
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FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION AMONG THE FRIENDS OF

THE ARABIAN MISSION

Meritage and Vision
A n n a  M. H a r r i s o n

F aith  of our fathers, we will strive 
To win all nations un to  thee;
And through the t ru th  th a t  comes from God,
M ankind shall then  indeed be free.
F a i th  of our fathers, holy faith,
We will be true to thee till death.

During the past year we of the Arabian Mission have been called 
upon to relinquish several of our beloved friends to their heavenly 
home. The loss of leadership and counsel has deepened within us the 
g rati tude  we have always felt for the memory of those whose labors 
have ceased. I t  has brought us to rededicate our earthly forces to 
the redeeming purposes of God. The faith of our fathers has taken a 
new hold upon us and become a stronger bond among us.

Dr. Samuel Zwemer, one of the founders of our Mission, the last 
of our pioneers, has left us the rich heritage of his great vision for 
Arabia. We shall find our faith rekindled in the  glow of his unquench
able optimism. To have witnessed a life of such joyful consecration 
has indeed been a great privilege, and we pray we m ay hand down 
to others the inspiration he gave to us.

Dr. C. Stanley G. Mylrea, beloved physician, Christian gentleman, 
born in England, trained in America, gave his life to Arabia. Never was 
there a more devoted and loyal disciple of Christ. One saw the mercy 
of God in his care for the sick and the helpless as they crowded his 
hospital in Kuwait. For us who knew him there will always be the 
memory of his v ibran t voice as he read Scripture in a church service. 
His keen mind, wide interests, his deep affection for his friends and 
his love for all mankind made him a great and faithful leader.

Dr. F. M. P o tte r  was called to give up his work as secretary and 
treasurer of our Foreign Board before he had filled ou t  his hoped-for 
years. We, too, were not ready to give him up. H e had been so 
m uch more than  our representative and sponsor in the homeland. He 
was a kind and  sym pathetic  friend to each one of us. M oments spent



with him in his office always left us richer and better. His visits to us in 
Arabia lifted us up to his high level of statesm anship and planning. 
His unfailing good will and hum or made us love him.

Mrs. M ay  Thom s after founding and leading a successful girls’ 
school in Baghdad, Iraq, had spent several years of retirement in her 
beloved Michigan. I t  was her joy  to welcome there fellow missionaries 
and  even some of her s tudents  who had gone to America for further 
s tudy. All who visited with her knew th a t  her heart was among the 
girls she had worked for so long. She was a truly great lady. Arabia 
has been drawn to the feet of Jesus through her devotion and love.

One of the  most powerful Christian testimonies to our Moslem 
friends is in the way we meet and th ink of death. The glorious tri
um ph of Christ  s resurrection is brought to focus and m ade understand
able in her confident belief in the life everlasting. We therefore re
joice th a t  in the relinquishing of our beloved friends we are honoring 
Christ among our Arab friends and giving them a glimpse of the hope 
th a t  is ours in Him. No one can ever know how much th a t  means 
in this land.

4 A R A B I A  C AL L I N G

The finance committee of the Arabian M ission takes its job  seriously

Perhaps it was because of our realization of the shortness of our 
days th a t  a t  this full-member session of our Mission we were asked to 
do long-range planning. The  magnitude of our task in this the new 
era of Arabia made us feel the need of careful re-appraising of our 
work and prayerful purposing for the future.

We thought over again the vision and desires of the founders of 
our Mission when they first set sail for these faraway lands. The 
challenge of the  great untouched peninsula of Arabia, the cradle of 
Islam, had been laid on their souls as a great burden. Honoring their 
dedication and devotion we pledged ourselves to follow in their tram. 
W ith  one accord we decided the time had come to include the interior
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station of H assa in our Mission. This was to claim an answer to the 
prayers th a t  had been going up for this very place. We would also 
strengthen our stakes in our already occupied stations. The Church of 
Christ has been established, and we m ust see to it th a t  it grows na t
urally and after an Arab pattern . Even Eastern Christians have 
their own particular ways of expression, and  they do not want to be 
westernized.

The Beit Ferej Hospital in Hassa. The living quarters of the medical team is 
shown in the rear of the hospital, to the left

We m ust keep our missionary motive in the foreground of all our 
work. These are days when our government is engaged in philan
thropic work, and rightly so. We are only too glad to be relieved of 
the great burden of relief work, a task far beyond our resources. We 
are happy th a t  our country is represented abroad by many high- 
minded men and women who have the good of the people a t  heart. 
But we should not be content to be classed as such in the Arab mind, 
if we do we shall only confuse those who have always thought of us 
as people sent by God, rather than by men, to do good works. Our 
motive is a theological one; our works are a testimony to the goodness 
of God.

IN T R O D U C IN G  IRAQ
In this independent country, whether we are in the capital city 

of Baghdad or the little villages of the marshes, are Arabs with a 
great love for their country. They are more than  anxious tha t  we 
should understand and admire them. Their hopes for the future of 
their people are ju s t  as deep as those we have for our beloved land.

Especially do our Arab friends expect from us a sym pathy  born of 
experience. Has not our own country a history of struggle for independ
ence and accomplishment? Perhaps we should remind ourselves tha t  
the desire for self-respect and freedom is the result of Christian in
fluence. We have created these hopes; it will be ours to lift them to 
a higher level, where rights are changed to responsibilities and where 
liberty is the handm aid of service. W hat an opportunity  to show forth 
our Lord who, though equal with God, emptied himself and became a 
servant, giving his life a ransom for all men. Unless we can give 
Christ to this generation of eager, hopeful, young Arabs we have failed.

Our two stations in this independent kingdom are Basrah, a large 
city set among the date  trees watered by the old rivers, the Tigris and
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the Euphrates, and Amarah, a small bu t  busy city on the edge of the 
great marshes.

In Am arah our missionaries are Rev. and iMrs. Edwin Luidens, Dr. 
and Mrs. Donald Bosch, Christine Voss and Je an n e t te  Veldman. The 
Luidens went to work there ju s t  a year ago, and Mr. Luidens writes of 
his year's impressions:

“ This has been a year of reaping where others have sowed and of 
plowing where I would like to sow. The reaping has been joyous. The 
sowers of yore built up  a group of people who attended church services 
and respected and accepted the Word preached there. Their labors 
came to fruition this year in one young Arab woman who made public 
confession of her faith and was baptized in the name of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday. We also reaped the benefit of the sowing done in other s ta 
tions. Two young converts from Baghdad have been working and 
worshipping with us this year, and we had visits from three other 
Iraqi converts during the course of the year, giving them  an oppor
tun ity  to witness in our church services.

"T he  plowing to prepare for the new sowing has not been unduly 
difficult. When we came to this comm unity we were impressed by the 
friendliness of the people. I t  was not only the Arab hospitality which 
one expects from local friends bu t there was an a tt i tude  of desiring 
some new word about a be tter  life, the greater world which we repre
sent to them. There was no consciousness of a religious need; one 
almost gets the impression th a t  religion is not to be discussed, tha t  it 
be laid aside as of secondary importance.”

In order to have contact with industrious and intelligent young 
men in government and business circles, Mr. Luidens started  evening 
classes in advanced English. In these classes he tried to show that, 
“ the better  life which they were uncertainly awaiting comes only 
through a changed inner life, the gift of Jesus Christ."

Mr. Luidens is a pioneer in visual education. He thinks of his 
motion pictures on the life of Christ as one of the best methods of 
introducing Christ to varied groups. “ It  is always gratifying," he 
writes, “ to find so many people deeply impressed by their message. 
We have found th a t  we have better  results when we show the films to 
small groups of people of the same background."

M r. Luidens works through the  little church in Amarah with its 
regular services on Sunday and every weekday morning. "T he  spiritual 
problems of the small church seem to be out of proportion to its size. 
There  is still a deep social and spiritual gap between Christians of 
the  northern  areas and converts who have come in recently from 
Islam.”

Mrs. Luidens has also continued to reap. The well established 
mejlis has brought her in contact with the women and given her a 
chance to tell her Bible stories. She spent much time with the young 
girl who was baptized a t  Easter. It  was a heartbreaking experience 
later on when she had to see the girl taken away from them. Marriage 
to a Moslem was forced upon her and she went to  live in a village one 
hundred miles away. Mrs. Luidens commends her to our prayers.



Of the  varied opportunities in Amarah, Mrs. Luidens mentions the 
poor who come for help— widows, orphans and the blind; Arabic 
classes; English classes where she used Bible stories and the happy 
and pleasant calls they were able to  make together in the homes of 
young married couples.

To D on Bosch was given the hard  task of keeping the  hospital open 
and of studying Arabic a t  the same time. When it became apparent 
th a t  the  medical work was going to ham per language study  he limited 
the hours of seeing and treating patients and making outcalls.
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Dr. and M rs. Bernard J . Voss and fam ily  arc stationed in Amarah until the 
return of Dr. and M rs. Hcusinkveld

The financial situation due to the limited work in the hospital 
gave them  great concern as to sometimes take their minds “ from the 
main purpose in being missionaries." He writes th a t  the vast majority 
of the patients are very poor. "As a result we are continually frus
tra t ing  our medical judgm ent and hindering our spiritual vision. T rea t
ing patients with anything less than  what we believe to be the best for 
them  cannot help but lead to a decline in standards and an a ttitude  
of becoming satisfied with a halfway job .“

Both Dr. Bosch and Christine Voss believe th a t  the greatest evan
gelistic impact in a hospital can be rendered by those associated with 
hospital work. They have carried on a semi-weekly evening pro
gram in the wards consisting of slides on the life of Christ accompanied 
by Scripture reading and a short talk. Hundreds of tracts and por
tions of Scripture were distributed by them.

The opportunities for Christian medical work in Iraq seem to be 
unlimited. Dr. Bosch has been pleased with the reception he has had
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by the  local Iraqi doctors. The touring opportunities are endless. 
There  is a calling need for public health nursing and a nurses t ra in 
ing school. Tours into the  tribal and marsh areas are greatly needed.
BASRAH

In this old city with m any modern touches we continue to witness 
for Christ through our girls' and boys’ schools and in the contacts 
m ade through club work and home visiting. The past year our mission
aries here have been Mrs. Van Ess, Rev. and Mrs. George Gosselink 
and Miss Kellien, with Rachel Jackson coming back from furlough to 
join them.

Three school boys o j Basrah practice basketball shots. The 
prim ary school is in the background

Both Mrs. Van Ess and Mr. Gosselink wrote with great enthusiasm 
about the visit of Mr. Luidens from Amarah and his showing of the 
film, The King of Kings. “ Easter  was made memorable by it,“ writes 
Mrs. Van Ess. “ We nearly worked him to death with five performances 
in two days. B u t  he m ust have felt rewarded by the breathless a t te n 
tion and deep appreciation of the  audiences. Our small girls crowded 
the  room a t  the  morning performance, and in the afternoon the older 
club girls, with a group of Miss Kellien’s pupils from Basrah City, 
and our women's mejjis group, made up another capacity  audience. I t  
m ade a trem endous impression and the impact can hardly be esti
mated. One mother told us th a t  though she herself did not see the pic
ture, she wept with emotion when her little girl recounted it to her in 
every detail after the child returned home.“

Mr. Gosselink writes, “ We thank  God for Mr. Luidens and his pro
jec tor  and the five wonderful showings of The King of Kings  he gave 
us in two days last Spring. I t  would be impossible to measure the 
impression th a t  would be made by more frequent use of this and other 
films.“

Mr. Gosselink, facing a seemingly discouraging year due to lack 
of sufficient workers and missionary staff, has been encouraged by two
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remarks m ade in recent conversations. One came from a local friend 
who said, “ You have no call to be discouraged. I know what other 
schools are doing. I had my own boy in one of them  and took him out 
and sent him abroad in order to get him completely out of this environ
ment. I also know your s tudents  and I say th a t  there is a place for 
your school. You are doing a job which needs to be done and which 
no one else is doing."

Another time it was a member of an U N ESC O  team who said, 
"You have here, I think, a set-up which can well serve as a model for 
other schools in this country. I have not been able to judge your 
scholastic standards, bu t  a school is more than  ju s t  a place where a 
number of s tudents  come for a few hours a day for some book learn
ing. It m ust be a comm unity center ministering to the whole need of 
the comm unity; teaching m any things found in books bu t also ju s t  as 
many not found in books."

Mr. Gosselink expressed his appreciation for the fine contribution 
made to the  life of the school by John  De Vries. He anticipates great 
things also from his successor, Mr. Block. He mentioned gratefully 
the help of his teachers, the colporteur and other helpers.

"Evangelistic work for women and girls in Basrah,"  writes Mrs. 
Van Ess, "m ay  well be described as ‘lowly paths of service.’ The 
club girls who come in groups on different forenoons of the week, the 
women who attend  our Thursday mejlis, and the homes where we pay 
the afternoon visits are all of the lowly s tra tum  of society

"T he  work of the year is amply rewarded when some mother thanks 
our missionaries not only for the course in sewing her child has re
ceived but for the training in character which she recognizes is more 
im portan t than skill in handwork."

In the girls' school Miss Kellien has had to face another year of 
difficult ad justm ent to government rules and regulations. "Gone are 
the happy days when we made our own arrangements and programs 
and were responsible only to the Mission and the Board a t  home." 
In competition with government schools which can offer larger salaries 
with autom atic  raises regardless of the quality of service, teachers 
are hard to get and harder to keep.

"The Christmas celebration is the favorite party  of the year The 
older girls enjoy helping to decorate the tree and the large hall where 
the program is given. They love the hymns and recitations, and 
to take part  in a simple nativ ity  play gives unalloyed pleasure. They 
have a keen dram atic  sense and no lack of self-confidence, so their 
performances are often surprisingly good.

"Once again we drew on our Guild box supplies for Christmas 
gifts, and from the same source we were able to make several cotton 
and flannelette dresses in the sewing class. Scissors, thread, pins, 
needles and pa tte rns  are most useful in th a t  departm ent; handkerchiefs, 
combs, towels and soap help us to vary our gifts from year to year. 
We send our warmest thanks to the societies th a t  contribute to the 
boxes, to those who have the hard work of packing them, and to the 
Board for sending them out to us."
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The missionary character of the  school will be m uch strengthened 
by the  re turn  of Rachel Jackson. I t  is the  Christian atmosphere of the 
school th a t  distinguishes it  from all others and which will leave its 
m ark  on the  children.

K U W A IT
Here our missionary work is centered mainly in its two busy hospitals 

where, during the  past year, Dr. M ary  Allison and Dr. Voss have been 
in charge. Rev. and Mrs. G arre t t  De Jong  live near the two hospitals 
and work largely with people they have encountered through medical 
work.

M rs. De Jo n g  describes some of the women and children she has 
m et in the hospital wards and waiting room. A few she mentions in 
her report:

“ M ariam  was allowed 
to adopt an orphan baby, 
the child of an unmarried 
m other in the hospital. 
Although still a Moslem, 
Miriam is a woman who 
responds naturally  to the 
Christian message, and is 
not far from the Kingdom 
of God. There is M uneera 
who came three hundred 
miles by plane to be 
treated in the hospital 
and who gets a new pic
ture  in her scrap book 
every day and thus learns 
the story of Jesus.

“A typical group in the 
clinic consists of a sweet 
faced m other and ten 
children, all living in one 
room; the  once-repentant 
mistress of a house of ill 

repute; little Sakeena, her leg better  after long trea tm en t;  Beebe, 
seeing after the  removal of her ca taracts  and Urn Azeeza, sad over 
the  death  of her m other.“

The regular pa tte rn  of organized work continues for both the De 
Jongs with clinic prayers, Bible classes, open mejlis, Sunday school 
and church services. Mr. De Jong  gives us a picture of the new 
K uw ait with its machines, electric power, water distilling plants, 
new schools, hospitals, roads and shops. He mourns the hold the 
materialistic culture has upon the Arabs and the  deterioration of 
character it has caused.

"W e can report, happily, th a t  a fine reservoir of friendliness toward 
us continues. W hen new roads were planned and houses sacrificed.

These girls of K uw ait p lay around the hospital 
where their mothers are inpatients. Three of them 

are Persian and all are too young to be veiled
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there was evident care not to cut through the Mission compound. 
M any  friends stepped forward a t  the critical times in the  bidding for 
and purchasing of the Memorial Bible Shop and allowed the property 
to come into Mission possession. W hen a new religious movement 
s ta r ted  its opposition against the Christian influence of the mission
aries it never took on effective m om entum .”

Industrial K uw ait has gathered to  itself m any members of the old 
Eastern Christian churches. A t the invitation of the De Jongs be
tween eighty and ninety Armenians, Assyrians, Lebanese and Pales
tinians m et in their yard, the  first meeting of its kind there. Mr. De 
Jong  is very anxious to  see if a single body of Christians can be organ
ized from this group for worship and Christian service. Stranded 
Christians are found all over the oil districts. The Arabian Mission 
should be the initiator in a m ovem ent to bring them into the Church of 
Christ.

Spurred by the example of Christian philanthropy a t the Mission 
hospital, the Sheikh of Kuw ait has built a large hospital and tuber
culosis sanatorium  where the best of medical service is given abso
lutely free. This has relieved our hospitals of a great burden of work 
th a t  was far above their capacity  to do.

"W e hope,” writes Dr. Allison, " th a t  our hands and minds m ight 
be a little freer to give our unique service, to heal souls as well as 
bodies, bu t  so far we have been as busy as ever with those who prefer 
to come to us even though they must pay for their treatm ents. There 
are always more patients than  I can treat adequately. The abyss of 
disease here is so vast and the population is increasing so fast tha t  I 
doub t if there ever will be any sense of competition between us and the 
other hospitals.

"Progress has come rapidly in such things as roads and buildings. 
But for girls born in Moslem homes life is still unchanged. Recently 
the film about Kuwait 's  romance in oil and development was shown 
here. Everything of interest in the town was shown, but not a single 
woman was seen, not even a veiled one. Some progress has been 
a ttem p ted  in s tarting girls' schools, bu t for most girls puberty  is the 
deadline after which they m ust remain a t  home. M y patients go on 
their way as the Moslem women have for centuries—secluded, re
pressed, ignorant, resigned and hopeless.”

Our Mission owes a great debt of gratitude  to Dr. and Mrs. Voss 
who came ou t new, not knowing the language, to work for a year in 
Kuwait. They struck the ho ttes t  sum m er th a t  the  Persian Gulf has 
known in m any  years. In spite of all these trials they did a splendid 
job, and when they left they accepted our request to return as per
m anent members of our Mission.

While Dr. Voss was in Kuwait, he and Dr. Allison did major surgery 
together. When he left Dr. Allison did what she could without a 
trained staff. She had to  give the anesthetic as well as perform the 
operation. I t  is extremely hard  to get and keep Indian doctors and 
nurses. Now, without even an Indian  doctor to  help her she has had
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to ask one of the Indian nurses to diagnose and to prescribe, ju s t  to get 
through the forenoon’s list of patients (they averaged one hundred 
twenty-five). The arrival of Dr. and Mrs. Scudder from furlough will 
mean a great lightening of the  burden.

M uch is being written about Kuw ait in our magazines a t  home, 
about wealth th a t  is being poured into this tiny province at an unbe
lievable rate. It outdoes the story of Aladdin and his magic lamp; 
b u t  this story is true. N atura lly  the Arabs can think of nothing else. 
W hat should we do in the face of such a gold rush? Should we pull 
ou t  and go where men are less distracted? Those who know Kuwait 
the best believe th a t  we should stay; th a t  we should keep on quietly 
and faithfully doing the work th a t  there is to do. If our souls are 
undisturbed by the clamor and chaos of this mushrooming oil city, 
there will be those who will seek us out and find there only hope in our 
faith.

B A H R A IN
This tiny island, too, has been written up by journalists and authors. 

A recent issue of Life included an article on B ahra in’s financial ad
visor, Sir Charles Belgrave, a kind and sympathetic  friend to the 
Mission. This collection of islands, of which Bahrain is one, dotted 
now with oil derricks as well as minarets, watered by natural springs 
and colored by m any date  gardens is certainly a pleasant place to live. 
Only in late summer when the humidity tries to reach the high read
ing of the heat do the inhabitants find any fault with it.

Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Staal who finished language study a year 
ago have pu t twelve full months into evangelistic work. Ruth  J a c k 
son and Eunice Post have had charge of the girls' school. Ruth  Young 
joined the station in the winter to work in the orphanage. M argaret 
Schuppe flew out in the summer to supervise the men's hospital and 
let Dr. Storm go on a vacation. Mrs. Storm and Mrs. Holler both 
took turns in the  women's hospital. Ja k e  Holler, Don and Evelyn 
MacNeil, Mae and Bill Dekker have been studying the language. 
A t the end of the summer Cornelia Dalenberg, Dr. and Mrs. Harrison 
returned to the field. Anne De Young and M arianne Walvoord, a 
welcome addition to the nursing force, came out for the first time and 
began study of the language.

Large as we are in numbers we are lost in the host of Europeans who 
form a great pa rt  of the foreign population. Indians are here in great 
numbers, and lately Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian nationals have 
increased. Bahrain is a safe and to lerant place for the political resident, 
an American oil company as well as for the  freed African slave and the 
refugee from Burma. We should know not only Arabic bu t ten other 
languages to work in this place.

As in other stations, Mr. Staal has found his opening with young 
men in a class in English. He used the Gospel of Jo h n  and The Read
er's Digest as textbooks. The Friday evening gathering has been 
turned  into a Bible s tudy  class for the  young men of the church and 
has proved a real blessing. Mr. Staal realizes the need for developing 
the local members in zeal and stability.



A R A B I A  CALLING 13

The Sunday morning service in Arabic draws from patients and 
friends in both hospitals. The English service in the evening reaches 
more varied groups. To see representatives of the U. S. Navy sitting 
next to a Lebanese family. British Air Force boys singing with our 
missionaries in the choir, and Indians whose common ground is their 
Christian training and the English language, is to see the Church 
Universal. Mr. Staal feels it is a great privilege to be in such a center 
of Christian work. He is grateful th a t  the coming of a minister for 
the work in the oil company on the mainland has relieved him of that 
burden and left him free for more definitely missionary work.

Mrs. Staal who a t the beginning of the year had to spend much time 
in the orphanage rejoiced a t  the arrival of Ruth  Young to take over 
th a t  work. In April she welcomed the arrival of a little son With 
her in her happiness were all her Arab friends, for all the East rejoices 
a t  the birth of a son.

Although there were no conversions to report there have been many 
women who have been reached by the meetings, through visits in the 
homes and in the Sunday school. Aboud’s wife, Nellie, has been a 
great help in many ways. Um Mariam, who for years has taken care 
of her own and other children in Beit Saeed (the House of Happiness), 
has moved to a small house where she and her son, Yusef, and little 
Fatheela can live by themselves. This has given Um M ariam time 
to devote to hospital evangelism for which she is naturally suited.

Ruth  Young has given her full time to the orphanage. She has 
lived in a small apartm ent built on the second floor, from which she 
can see as well as hear what goes on. She has put order and discipline 
in where it was sorely needed, but not a t  the expense of love and 
appreciation. Her patient efforts have already made a great change 
for good.

The greatest problems come with the boys who have to a ttend local 
schools which give no Christian training. In these schools Sunday is not 
a holiday so the boys cannot attend church or Sunday school with other 
members of the congregation. The girls are cared for in our own 
school.

Miss Jackson and Eunice Post have had a good year together in the 
girls' school. The enrollment reached one hundred and th irty—one 
hundred and four Moslems, eighteen Jews and eight Christians. Ten 
girls graduated this year from the sixth grade. Christian ideals and 
standards were woven into their characters along with their regular 
lessons.

It is the hope of these two teachers tha t  we can soon meet the desire 
among the people of Bahrain for higher education. “ The government 
has provided a class for advanced work, and this year five of the four
teen members of the class were graduates of our school. It would not 
be wise to parallel the work of the government, but to offer advanced 
courses in English to prepare the girls for going away to other Middle 
E ast schools where the courses are all in English. This would be giving 
the community what it most desires and would enable us to work in the
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most effective way from both the missionary and educational s tand
point."

Mrs. Holler gives us the following picture of women's medical 
w ork :

“ Our women’s hospital staff a t  present consists of an  Indian woman 
doctor, four Indian nurses, three local cadet nurses and ten helpers. 
T he  management of the  staff takes a great deal of time, patience and 
ingenuity. This year, as in m any past years, the work has suffered 
because of change in supervising personnel, due to lack of missionaries.

“ The hospital itself is always buzzing with activity. During the 
course of the morning inpatients are cared for, and approximately one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty clinic patients are given necessary 
care. There are the tired, im patient mothers; sick, afraid and weary 
children add lusty yells to the confusion. We sometimes wonder 
why they are willing to come and wait so long for us when the govern
m ent hospital is well staffed and well equipped. Perhaps a kind 
word, a smile, go farther toward soothing the weary spirit than pills 
or injections.”

M iss Dalenberg, M iss Ruth Jackson and M iss Rachel Jackson

Cornelia Dalenberg’s arrival a t  the  end of September was heralded 
with joy by all of her m any friends. Until December when she joined 
the  medical caravan to Hassa, she shared in the  work of the hospital 
here. We wish her G od’s rich blessing as she labors in th a t  needy 
province in the  mainland.

“ This year,"  writes Dr. Storm, “ is the  fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of M ason Memorial Hospital. It has fulfilled to  some extent 
the  purpose of Dr. Zwemer who built it. His dream  for work in Arabia 
proper has not been completely realized. His vision was greater than
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a few stations on the Persian Gulf. Even fifty years ago he dreamed 
of establishing perm anent work among the Bedouin of Nejd. Perhaps 
the time has now come to make his dream come true."

A few weeks ago Dr. Storm was in Hassa for a few days. Of this 
trip  he writes:

"T he  moment one enters Saudi Arabia there is a feeling of great 
contrasts— the ideals of the desert prophet and the ideals of the modern 
business world.

"This year we are to formulate a long term policy and determine as 
clearly as is humanly possible our future course as a mission. Is our 
aim still th a t  of our founders: the occupation of the interior with the 
Gulf as a base?

" I t  seems th a t  our only chance of occupying the interior is to tour 
with the idea of staying a little longer each time and creating a de
mand among the people for our perm anent residence. This set-up 
requires a strong base with a t least two missionary doctors and two 
missionary nurses."

Since this report was given, Dr. and Mrs. Storm, their daughter, 
Jane t ,  Cornelia Dalenberg, Don MacNeil, Dr. Koshy, an Indian 
nurse and laboratory technician, and helpers have gone into Hassa 
for a long stay. Hassa has been voted our new perm anent station 
We commend this venture of faith to your prayers.

M U SC A T AN D M A T R A H
The Province of Oman, the  hill country of our mission area, is the 

only section undisturbed by oil or westernization. Its population of 
less than  two million people still find their livelihood from small 
gardens or from the fish along the shores. Goats are the source of 
m eat and milk; donkeys and camels transport bartered goods among 
the hills.

For many years the two foreign buildings in M uscat have been the 
British consulate and the American Mission houses, one flying the 
flag of His M ajesty 's  Government and the other the banner of our 
Risen Lord. Years ago Dr. Cantine was asked by a consul how he 
could endure to stay on under such discouragements, why he didn 't  
pull ou t  and go home. He turned to the consul and asked whether 
he would ever pull down his flag. In pained surprise the consul re
plied th a t  such a thing could never happen, tha t  the flag represented 
his king. Dr. Cantine smiled and added th a t  he, too, could not leave, 
th a t  he represented his King.

The devoted labors of Dr. and Mrs. Cantine, Dr. and Mrs Barny, 
Dr. and Mrs. Sharon Thoms have had their reward in recent years. 
In the twin cities of M uscat and M atrah  is our largest and most active 
indigenous church. The Peter Zwemer Memorial Chapel is full when 
the congregation and others meet on Sundays. At the women’s 
hospital in M uscat and in the m en’s hospital in M atrah, in the little 
day school and in the missionary homes the word of God is preached 
daily.
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After years of training the new converts and building up the older 
ones, Mr. and Mrs. Dykstra  left M uscat for retirement. Their faithful 
and fruitful labors have their living memorial in the Church of Christ 
in Oman.

Rev. and Mrs. J a y  Kapenga and Jeane t te  Boersma now carry on 
the combined evangelistic, educational and medical work in Muscat. 
Over in M atrah  the same work is done by Dr. and Mrs. Wells Thoms. 
It  has been a rich year for them all.

Mr. Kapenga gives an unforgettable picture of the growth and de
velopment of the little church:

Freight men in Muscat harbor

“ In spite of hum an failings the Christian community is growing, 
not only in numbers bu t also in the acceptance of responsibility. Our 
four inquirers, after instruction, met with the church members who 
questioned them and pointed out the difficulties which lay before them. 
One inquirer dropped out a t  this point, and three were accepted by 
the  church. Since the days of Corinth, all new churches have had their 
moral problems, and M uscat has been no exception. In this case the 
Christian concerned brought his problem before the men of the church. 
He accepted their discipline—suspension from full fellowship and dis
missal from his job  as colporteur. Through all this time of seven 
months, the true story of his sin was never hidden from anybody and 
he faced up to it in the bazaar. He remained faithful in his witness 
within the group and outside.
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“ Both men and women have accepted responsibility for meetings, 
and when we were not in the  station all the services were divided 
among them. Development of this kind can continue only if an 
evangelistic couple can pu t their full time into training leadership. 
Making converts is only the beginning."

To train ju s t  such leadership the missionaries in M uscat have been 
running a small school. Mrs. Kapenga writes about it:

"Prim arily  we are interested in and are responsible for our Christian 
children and the children of our workers. School is informal; we have 
something approaching progressive education in the individual a tten 
tion each child receives. Children move up or down, begin new books 
or go back to old ones purely on the basis of individual progress. To 
do the present job  adequately we could use a full time missionary 
teacher.

"We would like to raise our standards and take up to sixty students. 
When the children reach the age of fourteen or fifteen we would like to 
teach them trades th a t  would serve the comm unity— masonry, me
chanics and carpentry for boys; nursing, nutrition and child-care for 
the girls. We want our school to be a project of the Christian Church 
of M uscat and Oman, supported and administered by it."

Jeane t te  Boersma has had the privilege of carrying on the classes 
with women and girls bequeathed to her by Mrs. Dykstra. She says. 
"I felt then as I do now th a t  I could never take over the work of this 
great missionary But 1 have tried to carry on the work and God 
has blessed our feeble efforts."

In cooperation with Nurse M ary  who has worked in Muscat for 
thirty-six years, Miss Boersma does medical work in the forenoons. 
She is grateful for the gift of a new sterilizer, stretcher, delivery bed 
and supplies on the way To the present seven inpatients’ rooms 
three more have been added. There have been one hundred and 
fifty-six deliveries in this small hospital during the year.

The arrival of the Bell Telephone in M uscat has been a great time 
and labor saver. When a difficult case comes in during the busy 
morning clinic, Jeane tte  needs only to call Dr. Thoms and he drives 
the three miles to give his help. She writes gratefully of the fine 
workers she has on the staff, two of whom are baptized Christians. 
Her hope is tha t  a missionary woman doctor be found to give her full 
time to the women. Miss Boersma has in mind not only the women 
of M uscat and M atrah  but the women she has seen on trips made to 
the villages strewn a hundred miles along the coast.

Mrs. Thoms writes of her work:
"Two M atrah  young people joined the church this year, a daughter 

of the hospital laundress and an orderly in the contagious diseases' 
hospital. At the leprosy home two of the patients confessed their 
belief in Christ.

"A class for children was organized when the day school in Muscat 
closed. The older children taugh t  the little ones for two hours every
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morning and then I took the  older ones in Bible. Besides this there 
are clinic prayers, classes for women, instruction of individuals, m ak
ing home calls, receiving callers and Bible classes.” Mrs. Thoms 
also does a great deal of work in the hospital.

Both Dr. and Mrs. Thoms went on a medical tour to  Sur, a city on 
the southeast coast of Oman. Of this trip Dr. Thoms reports:

‘T h e  most significant features of this tour during Ramathan  (the 
m onth  of fasting) was th a t  large crowds turned out for trea tm ent 
during the day, th a t  our team  contained a m ajority  of Christians 
and th a t  we were able to s ta r t  each morning's work with prayer and 
Scripture reading before large bu t orderly crowds.

The Sheikhs of Dubai, with a cavalcade of twelve cars and lorries 
bringing forty women and eighty men, swamped our hospital during 
the  months of M ay  and June . We found these people very demo
cratic and surprisingly undemanding. Sheikh Rashid asked me to 
request the Mission to arrange to send a surgeon during the winter to 
spend three m onths treating his people.

“ The World Health  Organization has been requested by the Sultan 
to send an anti-malarial team to study  the malaria situation in the 
Batina. I know of no place in the world where malaria is more preva
lent than among the farmers and fishermen of the Batina. Every 
patien t  th a t  comes to us from these villages has either a large spleen, 
marked anemia, chills and fever or a combination of all. We hope 
th a t  W HO will send a team of able men who will stay long enough to 
demonstrate th a t  vigorous measures can cu t down the incidence of 
malaria in this country. I t  will take much money, able leadership 
and the help of m any clerks and technicians. We can make our con
tribution by training young men in our school and hospital to prepare 
them  for such jobs.

“A glance a t  the  statistics shows th a t  a considerable increase has 
been made over the num ber of patients treated  last year This is 
partly  due to the fact th a t  there are more of us to share the burden. 
J e an e t te  Boersma's arrival in M uscat gave the women's work a big 
boost and freed me from the necessity of taking frequent trips to 
M uscat. Beth, by taking over all medical accounts, supervising 
storerooms and giving out drugs and supplies, has given me many 
extra hours to use treating the sick and reading medical journals 
Our most urgent needs are: a woman doctor for the M uscat hospital, 
a missionary nurse in M a tra h  to teach and supervise the  ward helpers, 
and an evangelist to do hospital evangelism among the patien ts .”

As these reports were given a t  our Annual Mission M eeting all of us 
were deeply conscious of our great heritage from the past, from all 
those who have given of their years to this needy land, and conscious 
of the  vision th a t  lies before us beckoning us on. We send these re
ports  on to those in the homeland who labor with us in their inter
cession, and in their giving. Together we shall dedicate ourselves to 
the  redeeming purposes of the  eternal God in Christ.
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Personalia

Rev. and M rs. G eorge G osselin k  are due on the Queen 
Mary  on June  23. They leave Basrah on May 28, traveling 
via Istanbul, Naples and Southampton.

M iss R u th  Y ou n g who is in charge of the House of Happi
ness a t Bahrain, has a home-ful of orphans to care for and 
bring up. T h e D ekkers have been taking the children in 
rotation into their home for a month at a time. Thus far 
they have had ten-year-old Ajeeba, whose name means won
derful or marvelous, and nine-year-old Khaleel (true friend) 
living with them. The Dekkers report wonderful times to
gether and say that  having the children live with them cer
tainly helps their Arabic a great deal.

Dr. and M rs. G erald H. N ykerk are making steady 
progress toward recovery in the Sunshine Sanatorium in 
Grand Rapids. Dr. Nykerk is now allowed outdoor exercise 
and expects to leave the sanatorium by the end of June.

M rs. Jay R. K apenga and two children of Muscat arrived 
on the second of May for a health leave of several months in 
the United States. They are living near Philadelphia where 
son Peter is having orthoptic treatment  for an affected eye.

Dr. and M rs. Dirk D ykstra became emeritus missionaries 
in .April.



M iss A nne R. De Y o u n g  spent several weeks this spring 
in M uscat  helping Miss Jeane t te  Boersma in the women's 
hospital while Nurse M ary  was away.

M iss C ornelia D alenberg has written an interesting leaf
let called Nursing in the Arab World. Sections of it are 
statements  by B ahra ins  three new nurses—M iss A nne R. 
D e Y ou n g, M iss M argaret S ch u p p e and M iss M arianne  
W alvoord. Pictures of all four are included. Send for a free 
copy.
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