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The rapid fire question-answer drill has been found by 
wide experience to be one of the most fruitful procedures in 
enabling students to think in and to speak a foreign language. 
Am ong the most successful and best-known advocates o f this 
technique in the teaching of English are Palmer, H ornby, 
Endicott, and Kennard. We are indeed fortunate in having 
two of these four men in W est China. Eight years ago, just 
before my last furlough, there was sent to all China subscribers 
of the W est China Missionary News a supplement to the issue 
fo r  February, 1932, in which were given an outline o f the p r o ­
cedure as applied to the teaching of stories, together with six such 
stories in Chinese, and a total o f about 350 questions based on 
these stories. Probably the most serious deficiency today in helps 
for  the study of the Chinese langaage is precisely the almost 
complete lack of such materials, which ought to be made avail­
able to language students in great abundance. I t  is a mystery 
to me why, when Dr. Kennard offered to supply one of the 
leading language schools in China with literally hundreds 
of questions specially designed and graded to fit their lesson 
materials, the offer was not enthusiastically accepted.

F or a number o f years we have used Kennard’s “ Thinking 
in English ’ ’ in the schools o f W est China: we have published 
and com pletely sold out a special W est China edition of the 
first volume. F or several years the Missionary Training School 
in Chengtu has used, in manuscript form , a list of questions in 
Chinese so frankly taken from, or suggested by, the materials 
o f  “ Thinking in English ’’ that, with due acknowledgment to 
the inspiration o f that text, and with the kind eonsent of its 
author, we call it “ Thinking in Chinese.”  Some three hundred 
o f the sentences from  this manuscript are here printed for  the 
first time. W e hope that the readers of the Missionary News 
will find them interesting. I t  should not be too difficult fo r  
any m oderately good Chinese teacher, once he is thoroughly 
iam iliar with the purpose and use o f these questions, to add to 
them almost indefinitely. A  fair trial o f them (rewritten as 
may be necessary in whatever dialect one is interested in 
mastering) can almost be guaranteed to convert the user into 
an enthusiastic advocate of the procedure.
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Those interested io a detailed exposition o f the procedure 
w ill find it in Palm er’s “ Technique of Question-Answering”

published by the Chung Hwa B ook  Company I
can only say here that questions should be fired at thè rate o f  
not lesa than seven or eight a m inute, and that the student should 
answer the questions prom ptly and accurately, and without any 
resort to mental translation. I t  is no more fair to judge this 
procedure by the unsatisfactory results to be secured by pro­
ceeding at half or  quarter speed than to judge the merits o f a 
Beethoven Sonata played on a phonograph at half or quarter 
the recommended speed. Speed, accuracy, and a ‘ ‘clean cut” 
response to questions in whatever order presented are all essen­
tial parts o f the technique here advocated.

N ext month I  leave again fo r  furlough. I  shall be glad 
to hear from  readers o f the News who are interested in this 
procedure, and shall welcome any suggestions or criticism s they 
m aybe so good as to offer. Letters may be addressed either 
in care o f the Am erican Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 152 
M adison Avenue, New Y o rk  City, or  in care of Mrs. L . C. 

'Coulston, 74 Oaklawn Avenue, Battle Creek, M ichigan.

W ith  the compliments o f the Missionary Training School,

J, E . M oncrieff, D irector,
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