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The Mesopotamian Mandate
R e v . Jo h n  V a n  E ss

THE United States Government was urged to accept a mandate 
for Armenia but declined the invitation. W e as Christians have 
a mandate for Mesopotamia but we cannot so easily unshoulder 
the burden. W e unequivocally recognize the authority of Jesus 

Christ. What is there in Mesopotamia which constitutes the elements 
of obligation on our part? By we I mean the Reformed group of 
churches.

There is first the element of propinquity. There was every reason 
thirty years ago why Basrah should not have been occupied by the 
Arabian Mission. It differed from the Arabian coast in government, 
dialect, sect, in general culture, in fact in almost every particular. 
But God saw what our pioneers did not see and He established us here. 
And now as regards the foregoing particulars you might as well be in 
Mosul or Baghdad as in Basrah. Having our roots deep down in 
Basrah soil our fruits have appeared throughout Iraq.

There is second the element of our being American. None more 
than an old resident abroad detests the spread-eagleism of some globe
trotting Americans. None more than an honest and informed American 
in the Near and Middle East admires what Britain has done for these 
backward races. Yet it must be said that for one reason or another 
an American is persona grata in these parts and America the one 
government trusted and liked and desired. Our missionaries in Baghdad 
have so often and so earnestly been urged to open schools and hospitals 
there that they are ashamed to appear in public where they will have 
to answer the inevitable question with the vague “ Perhaps.”

There is the third element of direct call. The Church Missionary 
Society on account of new and large obligations elsewhere arising out 
of the war was compelled to evacuate Mesopotamia and the direct call 
and challenge came to us to close up the ranks. Now in warfare you 
can desert and you can mutiny but you cannot politely but regretfully 
decline to obey a command and get away with it. The Arabian Mission 
recognized the obligation but recognized too its inadequacy for the 
task unaided. So an S. O. S. was sent to the Board with the request 
that the Presbyterian Church be invited to co-operate. The elements
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of her obligation are the same Americanism, the same relative pro
pinquity as Persia is a neighbour, the fact that Kerbela and Nejf, the 
Mecca and Medina of all Shiah Islam, are in effect Persian cities in the 
heart of Mesopotamia, and our call to her, her call from God. She 
further possesses arsenals in Syria and Persia in her educational 
institutions from which can be drawn teachers and preachers.

As further reinforcement we desired co-operation from the United 
Presbyterian Church in Egypt, the pioneer and model of aggressive 
evangelism and one with us in the use of Arabic in the work, also of 
the Reformed Church in the United States so like us in history and 
tradition, and of the Presbyterian Church (South), so staunch and 
loyal to the faith.

Granted now the forces, what is the terrain?
First, it is the cr-adle of the human race, and for myself I glow with 

perhaps a pardonable pride when I think that away back in Eden when 
God’s world went wrong, He looked to us in 1922 to help put it right.

Second, it is the cross-roads of nations, as is Belgium and as are the 
Balkans. It was so in ancient days and is so still. With a strong, 
virile, and withal a loving Christianity preached and practised, and, 
please God, embraced, who can tell but what Mesopotamia may 
become not only the cross road but the road of the cross to these 
striving peoples.

And if in this terrain we look for the strategic points, what do we see?
1. Baghdad, the capital of the Kingdom of Iraq, just beginning to 

shift her gaze from a glorious past to a still more glorious future. The 
city teems with young men who talk the language of a violent 
nationalism, who profess a great self-confidence and outwardly resent 
foreign domination, but who readily respond to a sympathetic criticism 
of their methods and welcome the tutelage of those who have no 
ulterior motives save the good of the populace. W e as missionaries 
have neither call nor commission to dabble in politics, but we can and 
ought to help purify the well-spring of national life by bringing Christ 
to the mind and heart and life of each individual. I know of no more 
inspiring task offered a young man or woman today than this very 
one in Mesopotamia. Six months ago I lunched with an obscure Arab. 
We talked politics for a time and then went into personal religion. As 
man to man we talked, neither thinking of the other's race or 
traditions or social status. Today he is the prime minister of the 
kingdom. As I stand every day before my high school classes in 
Basrah and try to bring Christ to them and them to Christ a thrill 
of apprehension and exhilaration goes through me as I reflect that the 
chances of one or more of these young men becoming a cabinet minister 
or a leader of thought and action are rather for than against. And at 
Baghdad they clamour for American schools. They expect that we shall 
teach the Bible— all American missionary traditions have taught them 
that— and yet they urge us to begin now, now, n ow !

And if the call for boys’ schools is so loud and so strong the call for 
girls’ schools is even louder and stronger. But if or when we begin to 
travel along the highroad along which so many hands are beckoning,
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shall we come limpingly and feebly trundling a wheel-barrow, or shall 
we come with a sense o f the dignity o f our Lord and a pride in Him 
and a confidence in the message which shall be an argument in itself?

2. Mosul, a large and prosperous city on the Tigris, almost as large 
as Baghdad and on the very frontiers o f Kemalist Turkey. It is a 
twilight zone, with its political future always in doubt but a magnificent 
center o f population in itself and a strategic vantage point for reaching 
great and prosperous tribes. The Presbyterians, past masters in the 
art o f surviving and thriving amid political turmoil, have already taken 
upon themselves the occupation o f Mosul.

3. Hillah, the site of ancient Babylon, homogeneous in population, 
preeminently a tribal center, distinguished for its hospitality and its 
independence o f thought and action.

THE “TREE OF KNOWLEDGE,” AT JUNCTION OF TIGRIS AND EUPHRATES.

4. Kerbela, where lies buried the grandson of Mohammed, and 
Nejf, where is the tomb of his son-in-law, these twin cities, to millions 
of Moslems, are more sacred than Mecca. At each is a, so to speak, 
College of Cardinals. I remember the day when I sat for four hours 
with a cardinal at Kerbela, face to face at a small table, he with the 
Koran and I with the Bible, expounding the way of life.

And so here is the call and the challenge, nay the Divine command 
and the irrevocable mandate. But listen to what the mandated people of 
Mesopotamia themselves say to us in Article 12 o f the new Anglo-Iraq 
Treaty just signed:

“ No measure shall be taken in Iraq to obstruct or interfere with mis
sionary enterprise or to discriminate against any missionary . on the 
ground of his religious belief or nationality, provided that such enter
prise is not prejudicial to public order and good government.”



Annual Meeting in Basrah
Miss C o r n e l ia  D a l e n b e r g

O N LY  six more weeks till Annual Meeting— five more— four,” 
and so on until, “ Tomorrow the boat’s coming in !” It was 
a glad day to look forward t o ; the prospect of seeing other 
mission stations, of meeting our fellow-missionaries and get

ting acquainted with the new ones just out from home, was a happy one, 
the prospect of which took the “ drag”  out of the long hot days of 
latter August and September.

There were ten of us from down-Gulf stations who arrived in 
Basrah on the evening of October the second. The missionaries from 
Amara and Baghdad and those who had been in India during the 
summer were already assembled with the Basrah people and upon our 
arrival a number of them came aboard the steamer to meet us. It was 
a noisy and happy reunion for those who see each other only once a 
year and a less noisy but equally joyous occasion for those of us who 
were meeting our fellow-missionaries for the first time. To our delight 
we found the “ Milton Stewart,” pictured and described elsewhere in 
this issue, waiting at the docks to take us to the mission compound in 
Ashar. The launch-ride was refreshing after the steamer trip ; the 
wide river itself was fascinating with its varied forms of craft and the 
border of the date gardens on both banks was picturesque indeed in the 
soft glow between sunset and twilight.

The evening was spent in getting settled in our respective quarters. 
Through careful and thoughtful planning on the part of Basrah Station 
the twenty-six of us (besides children) were all comfortably lodged 
on the mission compound.

The following morning we met together in the Mission Chapel. The 
opening message and prayer by Mr. Moerdyk directed our thoughts 
to God— what we owe Him and what we are giving Him. It filled us 
anew with a sense of our responsibility and our indebtedness to Him. 
Throughout the week helpful and inspiring talks were given at these 
half-hour devotional services which opened the day’s work. The first 
business of the Annual Meeting was the election of officers. Then 
came the reading o f the reports from the different stations, followed 
by discussions which was a matter of several sessions. These reports 
are always brimful of interest, but they are especially so to a newcomer, 
whose first few months have been spent in a sea of Arabic grammars 
and who needs something to stimulate his interest in the field as a whole. 
As one report after another is read one’s viewpoint grows and a new 
perspective of the work is gained. The size of the task, the obstacles 
that are met, the particular problems and special needs of each station, 
all these things stand out and one realizes how great is the trust 
which God has committed to us and how much we need to feel our 
dependence on Him.

A  summary of the reports has been prepared and will be published 
in pamphlet form and distributed.
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Medical work is making pathways into new fields; school work, 
though having its ups and downs, shows great possibilities, and 
evangelistic reports show that light is breaking here and there. Through 
it all one sees the outstanding problem of the missionaries— getting 
in touch with the Arab. Each station presents its difficulties, varying 
with the degree of approachableness of the people in that section. One 
sees the difference between the Bedouin Arab who scarcely ever sees a 
white man and the merchant on the streets of Baghdad “ to whom a 
foreigner is no more of a curiosity than a Turkish coolie.”  The problem 
of contact with these groups o f people, so different in their ways of 
living, has to be met in various ways. In one place the school is the 
main point of contact, in another the hospital or dispensary, in 
another the cottage prayer meetings, others are reached through the 
Bible shop and still others by house to house calling.

One could not help but feel after hearing some o f these reports, 
“ What an out-reaching for souls, there!” There is an out-reaching, 
and yet what a small handful of people can be touched! And of those 
who are, how many will respond socially but close their hearts to any
thing more. Christ wants them, but they do not know it and do not 
want to know it. More than ever Arabia needs your prayers. And we 
need them too. Pray that we may trust in the promise “ Faithful is 
He that calleth you, who will also do it.”

The next business of the Annual Meeting was to plan the work for 
the coming year. A  good part of this was done by committees whose 
proposals and resolutions were brought before the whole group and 
voted upon. One decision which may interest you particularly is that 
of building a new parish house in Basrah. Bahrein, too, presented a 
building problem, and is asking for a Girls’ School house. The 
Language Committee enlarged its scope to include a “ Junior Missionary 
Committee,” whose aim it is to spread courses of study throughout the 
whole first five years. During the first two years the time will be 
exclusively employed in language study as before and during the re
maining three the studies wrill be carried on as a strongly recommended 
elective besides the usual missionary work.

The committee on new recruits, in view of the most urgent needs 
of the field, is sending an appeal to the homeland for a replenishment 
of our forces. You will hear of this committee’s report and see 
their list printed elsewhere; when you read it give it your earnest 
thought and prayer. No one is asked for who is not desperately needed 
and our constant prayer is that some may hear and answer God’s call.

A  new institution at this year’s conference was the “ Question-box.” 
Questions concerning mission problems and possibilities were asked for 
and at meetings held on certain evenings of the week these questions 
were brought up and discussed openly. Among the questions proposed 
were, “ Is the time ripe for making our stations distinctly medical, 
evangelistic or educational?” That is, when in a certain place the 
medical work seems to bring the missionary nearest to the people, 
why not make that a distinctly medical station, increasing the medical 
force and making it responsible for all the evangelistic work in addition
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to the medical? There were many pros and cons to this proposition 
and it was discussed till late in the night. Other questions were, 
whether we could reach the Arab more intimately and directly by 
living in native style and adopting native dress, and the related problem 
of adapting our church services to the Oriental ideas of worship. The 
discussions which followed these proposals showed how keenly each 
one felt on the subject, and the recalling o f past experiences by some 
of the missionaries added force and zest to the arguments. These 
questions are by no means new; one need not be in the field, any 
field, very long before he is confronted by them. There is not one of 
us but feels deeply the need of God’s guidance and wisdom to know 
how to approach the Arab, how to make him feel at home with us 
and at home in our churches. The one big thing is to show them our 
Christ so that they too, with their Arab minds and not with our 
Western ones, may come to know and understand and love Him.

Sunday came during our stay in Basrah and we enjoyed a Com
munion service together. It is not often that so many missionaries in 
a far away land can come to the Lord's table together, and especially 
not with such a number of Eastern Christians as met with us that 
morning, so there was a double sense o f union and fellowship. A  
“ sing”  at night included a number o f favorite Dutch psalms and ended 
a very happy Sunday together.

On Monday and Tuesday there were a few more sessions though the 
main business of the Conference had been completed. A  social evening 
was planned for Monday night in honor o f Mr. and Mrs. Barny's 
twenty-fifth anniv rsary on the field. The Mission’s congratulations and 
good wishes were expressed by Mr. Moerdyk. The evening’s program 
then took the form of a pageant in which a couple o f new missionaries 
were represented as going through the varied experiences of coming 
to Arabia: land and sea experiences o f historical significance, which 
gave great scope for the imagination, and the spontaneous wit and 
rhymes and songs which accompanied each presentation made the 
“ pageant”  a memorable event.

The week-end saw us homeward bound again, filled with new energy 
and inspiration. As we set our faces forward to the year of work 
before us may we consecrate ourselves anew and hope and pray for a 
year of blessing for Arabia.

\



UPON our arrival in Amara seven months ago we entered upon 
a large heritage of friendship and good will bequeathed to 
us by our predecessors. This was an invaluable asset in 
doing the work assigned to us, and its influence has con

tinued with us throughout the year.
What was true fifteen years ago is still true today, namely, that 

in Amara the Bible Shop is the center of evangelistic work among the 
men, both because of the number of those who visit the shop and because 
of the purpose of their coming. It is not an uncommon sight to see 
from fifteen to twenty men either reading papers, books or Bibles, 
or carrying on religious discussions with one another or with the man 
in charge of the shop. Some of these men will come regularly for 
a long time and then suddenly drop away, passing by the shop as 
though they did not know that any such place existed. This only 
goes to show that sitting in the shop regularly is looked upon as 
showing an inclination toward the Gospel teachings, and when persecu
tion on this point arises, the shop is for the time being left severely 
alone. As to the character of the discussions, they generally are one of 
two things. The many young men who come to the shop seem for the 
greater part to be openminded, and they enjoy a discussion that brings 
out into relief the foundations of our faith and of our doctrines. One 
young man assured me that fifty per cent, of the educated young 
men of the place had an open mind in the matter of religion and 
that they were willing to investigate the claims of f1ie Gospel. These 
surely have travelled a long distance from that bigoted fanaticism 
which we so generally associate with the Moslem mind. And it is 
not an uncommon thing that at the end of a long discussion one or more 
of these men ask for a book or a Bible where they can find further 
information on this subject. The second most common discussion is 
the Messiahship of the Christ, this discussion being more especially with 
the Jews. This is the first time that I have had to meet Jews in our 
work, but since a great many come to the shop it must mean that we 
should use this opportunity to show them from the Scriptures that 
Jesus is the Christ. In a way they are just as stubbornly anti- 
Christian as any Moslem could care to be. The Bible Shop also caters 
to the Turkish Effendis that the war left stranded about the place, 
and several Bibles and New Testaments in that language were sold. 
The work among the Indian troops has lost much of its former import
ance, as very few soldiers are now stationed at Amara. I cannot close 
this account of the work in the Bible Shop without referring to the 
excellent and zealous work done in the shop by the convert, Ali. He 
works early and late, and all the time in between, not even closing 
the shop for meals. And although at times threats of violence put 
fear into his heart, his witnessing for his Master is constant and 
consistent. He is especially faithful in inviting men to the Sunday 
services, and in speaking to them of the personal aspect of the 
Christian religion.

Men’s Evangelistic Work, Amara, 1922
R ev . D ir k  D y k s t r a
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This leads me to speak o f the services held in the Mission house 
on Sunday afternoon. In keeping tab on the attendance we were 
obliged to have three-column headings, Moslems, Christians, and 
Sabeans, as all three were present each Sunday. Lately one or two 
Jews have begun to come, and that will make four elements joining in 
the one service. The largest attendance for the year has been twenty- 
four, while the average attendance is about nine. This service is con
sidered as a more distinct step in the direction of Christianity, and hence 
those who attend are more subject to persecution. There have been 
several inquirers but few who wanted regular instruction, and our 
constant prayer is for them, that they may continue to seek and that 
their aims may be clarified and elevated. Just before we left for

THE “ MILTON STEWART.”

Annual Meeting we discovered that a former convert, namely Amin, is 
at present living in Amara. What his present views are we cannot say, 
except that his superiors in the police service speak of his faithfulness 
and ability, at the same time mentioning the fact that he was a 
Christian.

Our seven months in Amara have shown us the unspeakable need of 
thousands of people o f all classes and we feel so inefficient in present
ing to their mind the one thing which can satisfy that need. W e have 
seen the possibilities o f those who show that they desire to see the 
Christ and yet we feel that we come so very far short o f reflecting 
Him in our daily lives. Our prayer is that the Lord may make His 
strength perfect in our weakness and so use His Gospel that it may 
be revealed to many as the power o f God unto salvation.

When we consider how little we can accomplish o f the work lying at 
our door in Amara itself, it seems foolish to make plans and prepara
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tions for going further afield. The only justification for this is the 
fact that hundreds and thousands live entirely without the pale of our 
evangelistic effort. And the problem seems to be how to enlarge the 
field of our activities without unduly crippling the intensive work 
established in the station. For this we needed a quick means o f 
transportation, and as all our roads are water, nothing could supply 
this need better than a launch. W e are thankful, therefore, that by 
means of the Milton Stewart Evangelistic Fund we were able to procure 
a launch that will meet our purpose. Details about the launch would 
probably not be edifying to many and it is enough to say that the 
launch is small enough to be economical, large enough to be comfortable 
and strong enough to be safe. From Amara we can reach not only 
the towns and villages that lie along the river Tigris but also those 
lying along subsidiary streams. Within the confines of the town itself, 
two large streams leave the parent river and make large detours toward 
the east, while within a distance of twenty miles four others issue toward 
the west. These streams are the arteries of life through the deserts and 
the swamps alike and by following them we can reach the bulk of the 
population. The touring done so far has been partly to renew acquaint
ances we made fifteen years ago, partly to look up friends of other 
missionaries who have travelled here and also partly to gain an entrance 
in places where no missionary has been before. The latter is made 
possible because the launch is in our control. The boats that ply for 
hire and for business stop only at the larger places along the river, 
while the numerous smaller villages are looked at with curiosity and 
passed by. W e also made a short trip up the Euphrates, as the Spirit 
seemed to lead us in a very direct way, and it was with a feeling of 
gratitude that I contemplated the fact that we were being entertained 
with much hospitality in a place where fifteen years ago I passed by 
with no other feeling than a deep desire to get by the place without 
being robbed. Our hope and prayer is that our visits to these places 
may be sufficiently long and extended to be a means of spreading the 
Gospel message and that the Lord will send His Spirit to use that 
message for the enlightenment of those darkened hearts, and that they 
may learn to know that “ He that is from above is above all.”

For the year before us we ask your prayers in behalf of ourselves 
and our wrork, remembering more especially the following needs:

The Bible Shop, that it may become more and more an agency to 
bring men face to face with Christ and His claims.

The Sunday Services, that they may be blessed and be a blessing 
to an increasing number.

The extensive touring contemplated for the new year, that the 
entrance of God’s W ord may give light even in those habitations of 
darkness.

And pray for us, that grace may be given us to follow in His steps 
“ W ho went about doing good, preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.”



W E arrived in Amara on the first of March and were heartily
welcomed by Mr. and Mrs. Bilkert who helped us to become

acquainted with this new field before they left for Baghdad.
Though in the same mission field, Bahrein and Amara are 

very different. The women dress in very drab, dull colors, many of 
them wearing black all the time, which contrasts very strongly with 
the bright rainbow colors seen in the Gulf. The Tigris is always 
muddy and its clay banks and the clay soil of the country look very 
dirty and uninviting compared to the white, glistening sands and the 
blue sea, dotted with white sails, which we see from Maskat to Fao. 
Similarly, the houses have a dull, gray appearance, built of clay or 
dusty, yellow brick, and the “ nooreeh,” plastered houses, with their 
clean, white exteriors, are very few. In contrast to this drabness is the 
vegetation of the country, so restful to the eye, a delight to the senses, 
and an incentive to labor, which are not found in the desert’s glare and 
burning sands.

This contrast in places is found in the people likewise. W e see less
of the real Arab and find a great mixture of Sabeans, Jews, Kurds,
Persians, Syrians, Baghdadis, Effendis and stranded Turks, all of whom 
disclaim any connections with the Arabs and things Arabian while they 
fondly treasure relationship with the Turks and Turkish ways, with 
Baghdad, and with all things “ Franjee,” to their own loss in appearance 
if they did but realize it. One young woman wants to go to London to 
learn to say mother, for what beauty is there in a word like “ um,” 
just a sound! The people are of very mixed blood and there is many 
a surprise in store for a Gulf Arab when he speaks his native tongue 
in Amara, as our servant found out while here. The population can 
be roughly divided into two classes, the higher, more educated people 
who pride themselves on their birth, their connection with Baghdad, 
with government officials, past and present, their lineage with the 
prophet, Seyyids, Hajjees— and the despised Arabs. The terms gentry 
and Arab are commonly used in describing people. The Arabs are 
more illiterate and of these the Muaidees are the lowest in the scale, 
their women occupying a position very similar to that o f the Indian 
squaw. In spite of the many possibilities that the country affords in 
an agricultural way poverty and resulting beggary abound and any 
one clothed in western dress is waylaid with a plea for “ baksheesh.” 
There must be much suffering when winter comes and it is hard to 
witness their wretchedness, particularly so because so much of it is 
due to themselves.

The majority of the people are of the Shiah sect of Mohammedanism. 
Superstition is rife and many foolish practices abound. A  very com
mon one is the practice of going to fortune-tellers. These use the 
Koran or other books in their business. The women know that I too 
carry a book and so I am often requested “ to see for them.”  Seemingly, 
I meet their request with Scripture and have used a few passages

Wom en’s Evangelistic Report, Amara, 1922
M rs. D ir k  D y k s t r a
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with rather gratifying results, the most telling one being from Ps. 34:
“ What man is he that desireth life and loveth many days that he may
see good? Keep thy tongue from speaking evil and thy lips from
speaking guile. Depart from evil and do good, seek peace and pursue _
I t .

Profanity is very prevalent while little attention is paid to prayers. 
I have seen only two women pray and Ramadhan is not very strictly 
observed. There is great laxity in the veiling of women, some not 
veiling at all, and only the select fewr who pride themselves on their 
seclusion go about in black shrouds. These black wraps are of much 
lighter weight and more bearable than those worn in the Gulf. There 
is quite a colony of Sabeans who seem more approachable than the 
Moslems, showing no fanaticism in regard to their own faith or against 
Christianity, some of them attending our services quite regularly.

By calling on the women and doing little services for them quite a 
circle of friends has been made. About 200 calls were made. Generally, 
the women were friendly and in a large number of places I was able 
to read. In Amara it seems to be a common occurrence to have the 
men of the family present with the women. Being generally more able 
to defend Islam, their presence often necessitates a different method in 
bringing the message. Much is written in these days about methods 
of presenting our Gospel and our Savior to the Moslems and the idea 
is generally condemned of referring to the Sonship of Jesus until an 
inquirer is well along on the way to faith in Christ. But when we 
preach Jesus and Him crucified to thinking people and proclaim Him 
prophet, priest and king this stumbling block and rock of offense very 
soon becomes apparent. Even among the more ignorant people little 
children can repeat at least one verse from the Koran, “ God begetteth 
not and is not begotten,” and with it the warning against foreigners 
who do believe that. In Amara where the women are more literate, 
these rockbed prejudices against the Gospel come all the time and for the 
first time since I studied the book, I have had occasion to use the 
arguments from Tisdall’s Objections to Christianity. My very first 
call proved to be one of the most difficult I have yet made. The 
woman was very angry at the Gospel, at our defense of the same, at 
this particular doctrine about Jesus Christ, and as she raved against 
all these we were reminded of the uproar in Ephesus when Paul came 
to preach. She did have the grace to apologize later, has asked me 
to spend the day writh her and it was a matter for no little rejoicing 
when one day she asked me to read.

The largest number of calls in one single house has been upon a 
family from Nejd, very strict Wahabis, who are our next door 
neighbors, and excellent neighbors indeed. Once a week I have gone 
to the house of a Sabean woman to hold simple Gospel services. Some
times these meetings seemed futile and discouraging, the inattention 
and disorder were so great, but in the end they have been the means 
of opening new houses and bringing new attendants at church services. 
Wherever one goes the need of a girls’ school is expressed and it 
presents a great opportunity to the Mission which we hope will not go 
begging long.
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At our last Sunday service there was present a Shiah woman who, 
first because of a vow, and then through curiosity, has been led to 
go often to the Catholic services and having seen the cross repeatedly 
at these services she seems to accept the fact of Christ’s crucifixion 
without contradiction and although at present she is contaminated by 
Catholicism she seems hopeful soil. O f those that attend services none 
can read. I began giving lessons in Arabic to two young women but 
both have quit, the one due to some opposition at which we can only 
guess, the other was very severely beaten by her father in my presence 
and forbidden to come again. Some poor girls have come whenever 
they could, which was irregular since they help to support the family 
by carrying mud and brick when there is building going on. To 
another young woman of the effendi class I have given lessons in 
English. The municipality are talking of beginning schoolwork for 
girls and want this young woman to prepare herself for teaching. 
There have been many others whom I have refused for lack of time. 
All these we might have if we could take care of this part of the work. 
The mother and sister of the convert have also received regular 
lessons. The sister seems to be a sincere believer and has left most 
of the practices of Islam but she and her mother are very much afraid 
to be known as Christians and are quick to deny it if circumstances 
prove to be a bit threatening. Such as these need our prayers and 
encouragement that they may become bold for the Lord Jesus.

About sixty-five women have called at the house but I was not able 
to encourage them too much in this, not being able to receive them 
while work on the launch and repairs to the house were in progress. 
Our house is near the bridge and when it is closed to traffic twice a day 
for an hour at a time, people crossing over have to wait in the street. 
Particularly in the morning, there are often large crowds, mostly
Muaidee women. I hope that with the help of some woman I can 
reach these women who are both bold and shy. For various reasons 
we must receive them in the court. The most imperative, practical 
Gospel for these women is soap and water, and sometimes the question 
forces itself upon one as to how much they can grasp of any kind of 
teaching on sin, uncleanness, holiness, purity, when they are so at
home, so contented to live, in filth. A  small stock of medicines has been 
secured to help these poor, ignorant ones, for while the present English 
doctor is kind and helpful it is very difficult to persuade any one to go 
to the Civil Hospital because of its past reputation and they would 
rather continue to suffer than go to this place which they fear.

You are all particularly interested in the work that has been done 
by means of the launch. A  full account of this is given in the 
general station report so I will tell only a little in so far as it touches 
women’s work. The launch not being ready until the hot weather was 
upon us, our trips were confined to the rivers and most o f our work 
was done on the way to and from Basrah. I was glad to have Miss 
Kellien with me several times, in these strange places and in stranger
experiences. In Medina on the Euphrates, and in Jillat Salih we had
very encouraging receptions. In Jillat this is largely the result of 
work of other missionaries in the past, both of our own Mission and of
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the Church Missionary Society. Very few of the women in Medina 
have ever seen white women and they crowded around us, intensely 
curious, and had we not been in the house of the Sheikh it might have 
been less pleasant. All were very friendly and urged us to come again. 
The Sheikh said that his people number 16,000.

Wherever we have gone we have found the needy ones, “ dead in 
trespasses and sins,” “ strangers from the covenants of promise,” 
“ having no hope.”  Some are altogether indifferent and superior to any 
overtures we make. Others are afraid and cautious towards these 
foreigners, some are boldly curious, and having learned to look upon 
Lhe “ Anglaise” as the source of “ baksheesh” and gain, crowd around 
us or the launch, and our greatest present task is to restrain yet not 
repel their advances, making acquaintance with us so desirable that 
they will want us to come again even with no “ baksheesh” in sight. 
There are a large number who are curious to hear what our message 
is and crowd around to listen in much the same spirit as the men of 
Athens crowded around Paul, to hear “ what this babbler hath to say,” 
as the following incident shows. On one visit there were three of us 
present. W e sat in a row and two of us at either end were near the 
women that crowded around. W e did our very best to become 
acquainted but with very indifferent success. Towards the close of the 
visit one of the women, pointing to the third party in the middle 
who had been silent through it all, said, “ That one is wise and 
understanding; she says nothing but just looks on and observes.”

But all are not like these. There generally are some present of the 
type c f Lydia and when we see them we recall the lines:

“ Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore.
Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness,
Chords that were broken will vibrate once more.”

It is our earnest prayer and hope that the “ Milton Stewart” may 
be the harbinger of good tidings to many of these neglected women, our 
sisters in spite of their filth and their ignorance. A  long time has 
passed by since Harry Wiersum* wrrote his last letter for publication 
and which appeared in print after the news of his death had reached 
the churches; but his plea for some one to come to the rescue of these 
needy women and children of this river country is beginning to be 
answered. And it was not only he who pled for them. Many prayers 
have been offered up for this particular opportunity. W e pray for 
grace, wrisdom, and faithfulness to meet these opportunities in the 
spirit of the Master “ who, when He saw the multitude, had compassion 
on them.”

* One of our Missionaries who died in Mesopotamia when Mission work was 
beginning.
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The following members of the Arabian Mission will be returning 
to the United States on furlough this spring:

Rev. and Mrs. F. J. Barny (for health reasons)

Rev. and Mrs. G. D. Van Peursem (who have been spending the
winter in Switzerland)

Rev. and Mrs. H. A. Bilkert (who will travel by the Overland
Route from Baghdad to Damascus and Beirut)

Miss Mary C. Van Pelt.

H. R. L. Worrall, M.D., formerly of the Arabian Mission, and 
who has spent some years at home for family reasons, has received ap
pointment for a short period of service under the United Lutheran 
Church in the Muhlenberg Mission, Moravia-Liberia, West Africa. His 
wife and children remain in this country and are living at New 
Wilmington, Pa. Dr. Worrall sailed on January 30th.

The Mission Monthly, “ Fra Arabien,” published by the Danish 
Church Mission o f Denmark, is having a series of articles about the 
Missionaries who have died in and for Arabia. This series includes 
those of our Arabian Mission who have laid down their lives for the 
evangelization of Arabia.

The missionaries at Basrah and Baghdad write about having greatly 
enjoyed a brief visit from Miss Alma Chamberlain, daughter of our 
Secretary, and one of our India missionaries. Arabia not being on one 
of the usual routes o f travel, such visits from fellow workers in our 
church are rare, as well as greatly appreciated.


