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III.
DAILY PROCEEDINGS 

First Day, November 29, 1939
Wednesday Morning

Opening: The Ceneral China Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church met in its thirtieth annual 
session in Nanking Community Center under the auspices 
of the Central Methodist Church at 8:30 a.m., November
29, 1939 with Bishop R. A. Ward presiding. Before the 
administering of the Lord’s Supper the Bishop gave a brief 
message.

“Who is the center of our lives? Jesus Christ. Why 
are you a preacher or a Bible woman? Because of Christ. 
Why have you a great hcpe? The answer is Christ. It 
is easy to lose sight of this great fact. Often our relation 
to the Church becomes a mere relation to an organization 
and thus the central Figure of the Church becomes hidden.

“We are now a new Church, a new organization, yet 
not new in the central purpose. The Uniting Conference 
was almost perfect in its spirit. All through the sessions 
of that Conference men were saying, ‘We are not to think 
so much of our material resources or the numerical numbers 
of our membership, but rather to think of the central 
purpose.’ That conference began not with a business 
session, but with a Communion Service. It closed with a 
great gathering of more than ten thousand in the large 
auditorium. There was a choir of hundreds of voices. On 
the platform sat more than 40 bishops of the United 
churches. What did that great congregation look upon? 
The choir? No. The leaders on the platform? No. 
Their eyes beheld an illuminated cross lifted up above that 
great choir and those bishops. The Cross. It is at the 
cross that we need to re-center our lives and our ministry.”

Miss Etha Nagler sang hymn 114 after which the 
District Superintendent Liu Wei I assisted by his associate 
District Superintendents, adminstered .the Lord’s Supper.

Business Session. The Bishop called, the Conference 
together. The Chinese secretary elected at the last session 
called tht roll of the Retired, Supernumerary and Active 
members. The following Members responded: Cheo Li San, 
Chu Shih Yen, Frank C. Gale, Lyman L. Hale, F. P. Jones,
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Koh Chin Teh, Handel Lee, Ling Ping Chen, Liu Wei I, 
Shen Pan Yen, Shen Yu Shu, Hsu Hsien Ping, Ts’ui Tseng 
Feng, Yu Ying Kiang.

Probationers: Wu Chuen Ho. Local Preacherss Ts’ing 
Yuen Ching, Liu Li Shen, Chu Chi Seng.

Adjournment of the Central China Conference of the 
old Methodist Episcopal Church. On motion by Lyon an L. 
Hale the Central China Conference of the old Methodist 
Episcopal Church adjourned to prepare the way for the 
new Annual Conference under the Union of the three 
uniting Methodist Churches. The Conference then arose 
and sang the first verse of the hymn “Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds.”

Roll Call of Lay Delegates. The pastor cf each charge 
charge having a Quarterly Conference was requested to 
give the name of his Lay Delegate. The following Charges 
reported: Chinkiang District: Yuhsinkiai: Kao En P’ei. 
Tanyang: Cheo Shih Shan. Nanking District: Centrai 
Church: Hsieh Hsiang Fa. Wesley Church: Ting Feng 
Ying. Chichen: Ts’ing Yuen Ching. ■ Taowu: Liu Li Shen. 
Kianglingchen: Li Ting Han. Wulvi District: Ichishan:
H. C. Kas. Second Street: S. C. Chung. Taiping: Hsu 
Tsai. Siaotanyang: Hsing Chia Yu. The following pastoral 
Charges because of war conditions were without delegates: 
Yuintsao, Hseuncheng, Tikan, Puchiatsi, Shanghsinho.

Organization. The Conference elected the following 
officers: Chinese Secretary, Ts’ui Teng Feng; Assistant 
Chinese Secretary, Koh Chin Teh; English Secretary, Frank 
C. Gale; Assistant English Secretary, H. C. Kao; Treasurer, 
Lyman L. Hale; Assistant Treasurer,, Shu Hsien-ping; 
English Statistical Secretary, F. P. Jones; Assistant 
Statistical Secretary, Hsieh Hsiang Fa.

Afternoon Session. It was voted that a Business 
session be called at 3:30 and that the devotional meeting 
from 4:00 to 5 :-00 p.m. be part of that session.

Special Privileges. It was voted to grant to the 
members of the Women’s Conference and Bible women 
under appointment the privilege of sitting within the 
Conference and to partake in the discussions without the 
power of voting.

Recess. After a recess of ten minutes the Confernece 
re-assembled to listen to an address by the Bishop. Hymn 
305 was sung. The Bishop said:
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“Nations are today at war because the leaders are not 
in agreement. One of the sad stories in the New Testament 
is the account of the quarrels among the disciples for 
position, and that on the very eve of Jesus’ death. Many 
are willing to serve if they can have the form of authority. 
Jesus took the form of servant. He was willing to die 
among thieves and to be accounted as one of them in his 
willingness to serve. The world today is cursed because 
the leaders are not in agreement. Their disagrement is a 
disagreement of spirit. If this is true of Europe and East 
Asia, shall the Church be cursed by disagreement and lack 
of spirit? Never before in China has the Church been 
more respected than at present. If within the Church we 
are not agreed in spirit, if there is contention among us, 
can we produce the kind of leadership that the people of 
the nation needs ? At the foot of the cross you partook of 
the Holy Communion as evidence of cur unity in spirit. 
As in the days of the Prophet Amos worship may be 
formally correct but not related to the inner life and spirit 
of the worshipper. This agreement with God in spirit is 
vastly more important than any theological belief held by 
the worshipper. With whom do you want to walk these 
days in China ? With the non-Christians who stir up 
trouble everywhere, or with Christ and with men and 
women whose lives are consecrated at the foot of the cross? 
I covet for you a walk together on that road which Christ 
has opened for you. We can walk with Him and we can 
walk together if we are agreed in spirit.”

Announcements and. Adjournment. After the an
nouncements had been made the Bishop pronounced the 
Benediction.

Wednesday Afternoon Session
At 3:80 o’clock after the singing of hymn 220 and 

prayer by H. C. Kao the Conference was called to order 
by the Bishop.

Committee on Credentials: Shen Yu Shu, Chu Shih 
Yen and Shen Pan Yen were appointed by the Conference 
as a Committee on Credentials to examine the credentials 
of the Lay Delegates.

Roll Call of Members of Women’v Conference and Bible 
Women under avvointment: The Bishop requested the 
Chinese Secretary to call the roll of the members of the 
Women’s Conference and Bible women under appointment 
who are entitled to a seat in the Conference sessions.
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Nominating Committee. The following were elected 
to the Committee on Nominations: Shen Yu Shu, Ling Ping 
Ch’en, F. P. Jones, F. C. Gale, Liu Wei I, Shen Pan Yen, 
Chu Shih Yen, Koh Chin Teh, H. C Kao, S. C. Chung, 
Kiang Wen Teh.

Voted that Laymen, H. C. Kao, S. C. Chung and Kiang 
Wen Teh be appointed on the Committee on Nominations.

The Bishop announced that all committees and officers 
elected at this session of the Conference are to serve 
through the Conference and the next Annual Conference 
unless otherwise determined.

Official Minutes. It was vtoted that the Chinese Journal 
be the official minutes of this Conference and the Central 
Conference; that the English Journal be the official minutes 
for the General Conference. Shen Pan Yen and Lyman L. 
Hale were appointed to examine the daily minutes to see 
that both Journals agreed.

Conference Committee. Shen Yu Shu, Chairman of 
the Committee on Nominations read the ,names of the 
members of the Boards and Comittees as they appear under 
Section II of these Minutes:

The Bishop read the names of the Conference members 
who are to serve on the Policy Committee and the Board 
of Ministerial Training. This Committee and Board appear 
in Section II of these Minutes.

Recess. Following a recess of five minutes and the 
singing of hymns and prayers, the Bishop lead the first 
of a series of evangelistic services.

Benediction and Adjournment. The Doxology was 
sung and the Bishop pronounced the Benediction.

Second Day, November 30, 1939 
Thursday Morning Session

Devotions. The Conference met at 8:30 for devotions 
under the leadership of Miss Margaret Seeck. After 
prayer and meditation hymn 282, “ More love to Thee, 
0  Christ” was sung. The topic for meditation was GOD’S 
LOVE. “Let God’s quietness, orderliness, goodness, truth, 
patience, strength, and light fill our hearts. Let Christ’s 
humility, courage, beauty of life, suffering, purity, for
giveness, faith, joy, and perseverence challenge our lives. 
Let the love of God which is unselfish, sacrificing, redeem
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ing, and creative cleanse our lives of sin and self so God 
can use us in His work.” After reading I Cor. xiii, Miss 
Seeck lead the Conference in repeating together St. Francis 
of Assisi’s prayer. The devotional service closed with a 
solo by Miss Nagler.

Business Session. The Bishop presiding called for a 
reading of the Chinese minutes for the First Day sessions. 
After corrections and additions had been made the Minutes 
were accepted.

Treasurer. To complete the 'organization of the Con
ference, Lyman L. Hale was elected Conference Treasurer 
who appointed Hsu Hsien Ping to be the Assistant Trea
surer.

Statistical Secretaries. F. P. Jones was elected to the 
office of English Statistical Secretary and Hsieh Hsiang Fa 
Chinese Secretary.

Certificates of Election of Lay Delegates. The Con
ference voted to instruct the Secretaries to prepare for 
future use by Lay Delegates printed certificates of election 
to be signed by the presiding officer and secretary of the 
Quarterly Conference.

Question One:—What are the reports of the District 
Superintendents as to the status of the work within their 
Districts? The name of District Superintendent Liu Wei I 
was called and his character passed. Mr. Liu gave his 
report of all the Districts of the Conference. (See Reports)

Question Three•—What preachers have died during 
the year. The English Secretary reported the death of 
W. C. Longdon. The Conference rose for a moment’s 
silence and was lead in prlfyer by Cheo Li San.

Letter of Condolence. The Conference voted to re
quest the Committee on Fraternal Letters to write a letter 
of condolence to Mrs. Longdon and family expressing the 
sympathy of the Conference.

Question Four:—Who are discontuned? None.
Question Five:—Who are located? None.
Question Six:—Who have withdrawn or been expelled? 

None.
Question Seven:—Who are transferred to other Con

ferences ? None.
Question Nine:—Who are retired? None.
Question Ten:—Who are granted Sabbatical leave? 

None.
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Question Eleven:—Who are admitted on Trial? The 
name of Chu Chi Seng’ was called. The Chairman of the 
Board of Ministerial Training reported the passing of his 
examinations for entrance on Trial. On recommendation 
by the Committee on Conference Relations he was elected 
to admission on Tri?l and placed in the studies of the First 
Year. Mr. Chu was then called before the Bar of Con
ference where he was welcomed and instructed by the Bishop 
to uphold the high standards of spiritual and church life 
as a minister of the Gospel in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.

Question Twelve:—Who are readmitted? None
Question Thirteen:—Who are received frcm other 

Churches as Travelling Preachers? None.
Announcement and Recess:—After the Announce

ments a recess of five minutes was taken.
Wuhu Hospital Report:—Dr. L. S. Morgan, Acting- 

superintendent of the Wuhu Hospital reported about the 
work of that institution. (See Reports) The Bishop on 
behalf of the Conference expressed grateful appreciation 
of the work done by Dr. Morgan and his Staff in carrying 
the responsibilities of the hospital. The Conference gave 
Dr. Morgan a rising vote of thanks.

Bishop's Address:—Folk wing a solo by Rev. Frank 
Toothe of the Christian Advent Mission and the reading of 
John 4:7-14, the Bishop addressed the Conference. Said 
he, “Water is essential to all physical life. It is so common 
to our life that we are apt to forget how essential it really 
is. In the Old Testament yd15 read about the migrations 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob which were for the purpose 
of a constant supply of water for their flocks. Wherever 
they went they dug wells.” The Bishop gave a description 
of the famous irrigation system of the Chengtu Plain, the 
work of Li Ping, which for more than 2,000 years has 
provided a never-failing supply of water for that vast 
region. “Jesus in His talk with the Samaritan woman 
knew the value of water for life. He also knew that the 
springs of living water in a man’s life must be kept flowing 
as essential to his spiritual and moral life. Unfortunately 
we can allow those wells of our inner life to become filled 
up with all sorts of things— bitterness towards others, 
selfishness, personal sins, etc. One of the chief purposes 
of an Annual Conference is to get the wells of water within 
us to flowing fresh and clean.”
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Benediction and Adjournment:— The Bishop pro  
nounced the Benediction.

Afternoon Session
Bishop’s Sermon:—The Cicunference convened for the 

second of a series of revival sermons by the Bishop. After 
several hymns and the reading- of I John 1:5-10 the Bishop 
gave an exposition of the Scripture which was read. In 
brief he said, “We hear much these days about fellowship. 
The content of that word is almost lost to many of us. 
In the opening session of this Conference we partook of 
the Lord’s Supper in rememberance of His death. In 
remembering Him we do not as we would any other of the 
world’s great men. We remember Him in fellowship. 
There are many kinds of fellowship. Men in the armies, 
in U-boats of destruction, in bandit camps all enjoy a kind 
of fellowship. But theirs is net like that of the Christian 
Church. The fellowship within the Church is one of agree
ment in spirit between Christians and between Christians 
and Jesus. Our chief specialty as Christians is love. Our 
fellowship is a fellowship of love—fellowship in cleansed 
hearts because of a walking together in the light as He is 
the ’light. We have a wonderful inheritance, the inheri
tance of a Church. What are we doing with our inheri
tance? It was founded on love and in sacrifice. We can 
keep that inheritance only as we have love for one another 
and for Him who went to the cross because He loved us. 
Our own Methodist Church was founded in a fellowship 
of love. In those early days when there were no ordained 
ministry, laymen who had love in their hearts and an 
experience of Christ in their souls met together in a fellow
ship of mutual affection. When you go to your room 
tonight re-read the Scripture about which we have been 
thinking in this service.”

After a season of prayer the Bishop dismissed us with 
the Benediction.

Third Day, December 1, 1939
Devotions:—At 8:30 the devotional service was lead 

by Miss Seeck who took for her topic of prayer and medita
tion FAITH. ‘‘Christ revealed to us what we might become. 
Faith in God, in man and in one’s self has been necessary 
in every age, and particularly new. Christ said to them 
of old, ‘Your faith has made you whole.’ To heal the 
wounds of society today we must have faith. To bring



16 CENTRAL CHINA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1939

the Kingdom of God into this world we must bring it into 
our own lives first. Christ has faith in us. He has 
entrusted us with His work. Man today is looking for 
eternal life. Can we live close to God that others seeing 
our faith may, too, have faith?” John xvii: 17-23 was 
read and the prayer of St. Francis was repeated in unison. 
The service closed with a solo “Near to the Heart of God” 
by Mr. Hsieh.

Business Session:— The business of the Conference was 
resumed.

Reading of Minutes:— The Minutes for Thursday’s 
session were read by the Chinese secretary and approved.

Memorials:—On motion it was voted that a committee 
composed of Handel Lee, L. L. Hale, and H. C. Kao be 
appointed to draft suitable memorials to both the General 
Conference and the Central Conference, to the former 
asking that authority be granted the Central Conference 
to elect bishops to the number of four, and to the latter 
asking that action be taken to fix the episcopal areas so 
that there shall be one for North China, one for South 
China, one for West China, and one for Central, China, and 
any other memorials the Conference may wish to present.

Question Eiahteen:—What Travelling Preachers and 
what Local Preachers have been elected Deacons? None.

Question Nineteen:—Who have been ordained Deacons? 
None.

Question Twenty:—What Travelling Preachers and 
what Local Preachers have been elected Elders? None.

Question Tvj'enty-one:—Who have been ordained 
Elders ? None.

Question Twenty-tivo:—Who are Accepted Supply 
Pastors? The District Superintendent named the follow
ing as Accepted Supply Pastors: Ts’ing Yuen Ching, 
Liu Li Shen.

Question Tiventy-four:—Are the Accepted Supply 
Pastors blameless in their life and official administration? 
The District Superintendent reported such to be the case.

Afternoon Sesson:— The Conference voted another 
afternoon session for 3:00 o’clock.

Announcement and Recess:—After the announcements 
ft recess was taken.
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University Hospital Report:—Dr. C. S. Trimmer gave 
a report of the work of the University Hospital in which 
the Mission shares as a party to the union. The Con
ference accepted the report by a rising vote of sincere 
appreciation of the sacrifice and devotion of the Staff of the 
hospital. (See Reports)

Bishop’s Address:—After the singing of a solo by Miss 
Tu and a reading of Scripture by Handel Lee, the Bishop 
addressed the Conference. He said, “Every Christian has 
the privilege of direct approach to God. Each of us should 
endeavor to find out what are our privileges as Christians. 
Church membership is the beginning of a growth in being 
a Christian. A Conference session is not only for trans
action of business or for discussion, but also for learning 
the art of growth in the Christian life and to discover the 
values of that life. If we are not different by becoming 
Christians then we are not Christians at all. Peter and 
John were found to be different men from those of their 
fellows. That difference was due to the fact that their 
lives had been changed through a relationship with Jesus. 
Are you different from these who are not Christians ? Are 
you different from what you might have been had you not 
accepted Christ? We are not thinking of the difference in 
clothing. There are what are known as religious garbs. 
Nor of accent or expression. We are thinking of some
thing more important and fundamental than these. At the 
center of every creative institution in China you will find 
a Christian whc, by virtue of his Christian experience and 
life, makes that institution something other than it would 
have been without him. Christians should be a peculiar 
people. The Scripture is very clear in that matter. If you 
are a Christian you are peculiar. Christ said, ‘You are the 
salt of the earth’ and it will be just too bad for the earth 
if the savor is lost. The savor of the Christian’s life is 
love. If that element is lost you are not a Christian. Once 
the savor of salt is lost it can never be restored. Love, 
however, can be put back into the life of a man who has 
lost it.”

Benediction:—After a moment of silent prayer Handel 
Lee pronounced the Benediction.

Afternoon Session
After the singing of hymn 497 and prayer the business 

of the Conference was resumed.
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Question Thirty:—What are the reports, recommenda
tions, and plans of the Boards of the Conference? It was 
voted that reports of institutions and committees and 
Boards not already presented be received later and em
bodied in the Conference Journal.

Time for Election of Ministerial Delegates:— The Con
ference voted to fix the hour of 10:00 o’clock Saturday 
morning as the time for electing Ministerial Delegates to 
the General and Central Conferences. ,

Treasurer’s Report:—L, L. Hale, Conference Tre- 
surer, made the financial report of the Conference Claimants 
and Jubilee Fund accounts. (See Reports) The report 
was accepted.

Auditors:—L. L. Hale presented a written statement 
of the Auditors that the to aduit the accounts for the 
current year.

Question Fifteen:—Who have completed their studies
(a) Of the first year? None.
(b) Of the second year? Wang Ming Teh.
(c) Of the third year? None.
(d) Of the fourth year? None.

Question Sixteen:—Who have been continued
(a) In their studies of the first year? None.
(b) In their studies of the second year? None.
(c) In their studies of the third year? Wang 

Ming Teh.
(d) In their studies of the fourth year? None.

Quesion Seventeen:—Who are admitted into full mem
bership? Wu Chuen Ho’s name was called. The Com
mittee on Conference Relations reported that he was re
commended to admission into full membership for the 
following reasons: (1) He had completed the required 
course of studies, (2) The District Superintendent had 
reported favorably on his personal character and his work. 
By a rising vote the Conference accepted the recommenda
tion of the Committee.

Question Twenty-five:— What Preachers coming from 
other Churches with recommendations from District Con
ference or Quarterly Conference have had their Orders 
recognized as Local Deacons or Local Elders? None.

Question Six:—Who have been withdrawn or expelled? 
None.
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Question Eight:—Who are Supernumerary? The 
Chairman of the Committee on Conference Relations re
ported the following as approved by the Committee:

Chen Hsi-shen (5), W. F. Hummel (2),
Shen Chia Yu (4).

Personal Notation:— It was voted to re-affirm the 
action taken last year that the names of Cheo Shen and 
Yang Wang Chung are not to appear in the list of Super
numerary Pastors because their characters have not been 
passed thus holding them in suspense. The Committee on 
Conference Relations reported that, in accordance with 
Paragraph 235 of the 1939 Discipline, notice is to be served 
on Cheo Shen and Yang Wang Chung that they will be 
•located at the next Annual Conference unless they volun
tarily request such status.

Recess:—A recess of five minutes was taken.
Bishop’s Sermon:—The Bishop delivered the third of 

his series of evangelistic sermons, after which he pro
nounced the Benediction.

Fourth Day, December 2, 1939
Devotions:—The Conference convened for a devotional 

service under the leadership of Miss Seeck who took for 
her subject for meditation and prayer SPIRITUAL POWER. 
Following the reading of Mark 1:21-27, Miss Seeck said, 
“Jesus spoke with authority and power. He went to the 
heart of things and challenged his hearers. The world' 
today has much mechanical power, but lacks soul power 
to direct the affairs of men. As leaders in the Church 
we cannot afford to work in our own strength. We must 
depend upon God. Are we willing to pay the price? If 
we seek the will of God and do it, God will give us spiritual 
power.” Many voluntary prayers were offered. St. Francis’ 
prayers were again read in unison. Betty To sang a solo, 
“Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.”

Business Session:— The Bishop presiding called the 
Conference to resume its business.

Reading of Minutes:— The Chinese Secretary read the 
Minutes for the sessions of the Third Day. Corrections 
were made and then adopted.
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Question Twenty-six:—Who constitute the Conference 
Committee of Investigation? The Bishop appointed the 
following to serve on this Committee: Chu Shih Yen, 
Wang Shih Hsi, F. P. Jones, T’su Ming Kwang, Liu Wei I, 
Ling Ping Ch’en.

Question Tiventy-seven:—Who is elected Conference 
Lay Leader? F. P. Jones, Convener, reported that the Lay 
Delegates had chosen S. C. Chung of Wuhu to be the 
Conference Leader for the year.

Question Thirty-two:—Where shall the next session 
of the Conference be held? Shen Yu Shu extended an 
invitation to the Conference to again meet in Nanking. 
The invitation bj7- vote of the 'Conference was accepted.

Board of Ministerial Training:— The Bishop appointed 
the following to serve on the Board of Ministerial Training: 
Wang Shih Hsi, Chu Shi Yen, L. L. Hale, Handel Lee, 
Liu Wei I, Ling Ping Ch’en.

Question Thirty Resumed:—Wang Shih Hsi gave a 
report for the Conference Board of Stewards. Board re
commended that Mrs. Wei Chang, Mrs. Li Ch’uen Fan and 
Mrs. Tseo Chi Chen each be granted $120 for the next year. 
Report adopted.

Greetings from Bishop and M.rs. Hammaker, and Dr. 
and Mrs. James:— The Bishop stated that on his way to 
China he had the privilege of a visit with Bishop and 
Mrs. Hammaker who requested him to bring greetings to 
the brethren of the Conference and of the churches. A 
letter from Dr. James to the Bishop and Brethren of the 
Conference expressing affection for and best wishes to all 
was read. The Conference voted that the Committee on 
Fraternal Letters write to Bishop and Mrs. Hammaker, and 
to Dr. and Mrs. James expressing the gratitude of the 
Conference for their interest in our welfare and work. It 
was also voted that Dr. James be asked to supply photo
graphs of the members of the “ Quartette,” Dr. Bowen, 
Dr. Rowe, Mr. Wilson and himself as they now are to be 
inserted in the next Conference Minutes.

Balloting for Ministerial Delegate:— The Conference 
proceeded to ballot for a Ministerial Delegate to the General 
Conference. The Bishop appointed Lay Delegates H. C. 
Kao and S. C. Chung to act as Tellers.

Conference Memorials:—L. L. Hale presented the fol
lowing Memorials to be voted on:



Memorials to the Central Conference of Eastern Asia

W h e r e a s
The parts of China where the Methodist Church is now 
carrying on mission work naturally fall into four geo
graphical areas commonly known as North China, 
South China, West China, and the Yangtse Valley or 
East and Central China; and 

W h e r e a s
The means of travel and communication between these 
areas are not convenient but rather troublesome, slow, 
expensive, and sometimes even dangerous; and

W h e r e a s
Formerly the Methodist Episcopal Church had three 
bishops in China serving in three of these areas and 
the Methcdist Church South had one bisop spending 
a part of his time with the Shanghai Conference, and 
the Methodist Protestant Church had still another field 
with their own means of supervision; and 

W h e r e a s
We have petitioned the General Conference to grant 
the Central Conference of Eastern Asia powr to elect 
a total of four bishops to serve in four areas; we 

T h erefore
Respsctfully request the Central Conference of Eastern 
Asia to divide the China field into four episcopal areas 
and elect one bishop to serve in each area.

W h e r e a s
There are only two Central Conferences for the whole 
of Asia known as the Central Conference of Southern 
Asia and the Central Conference of Eastern Asia; and

W h e r e a s
These two Central Conferences face problems and con
ditions and difficulties that are similar; and 

W h e r e a s
It is desirable that the relationship between these two 
Central Conferences be as friendly and intimate and 
helpful as possible; we 

T herefore
Request the Central Conference of Eastern Asia to 
ask one of the bishops from the Central Conference of 
Southern Asia to- visit the next session of the Central 
Conference of Eastern Asia to assist in the leadership 
of the Conference.
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Memorial to General Conference
W h e r e a s

The sections of China where our Methodist Church is 
carrying on work naturally divided into four distinct 
geographical sections commonly known as North China 
South China, West China, and East and Central China 
or the Yangtze Valley; and

W h e r e a s
The means and conveniences of travel and communica
tion between these sections are not conveniet but 
expensive, troublesome, and sometimes even danger
ous; and

W h e r e a s
The former Methodist Episcopal Church in China had 
three areas and three bishops and the Metodist Church 
South had one bishop spending part of his time in 
China, and the Methodist Protestant Church had still 
another field without episcopal supervision; and

W h e r e a s
We have asked the Central Conference of Eastern Asia 
to divide the China field into four episcopal areas with 
resident bishops;

T herefore
We respectfully request the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church to give the Central Confrence of 
Eastern Asia power to elect a total of four bishops for 
the four areas of the China field.
Result of Ballot:— The Tellers reported that seventeen 

ballots had been cast, nine for a choice. Handel Lee 
having received nine votes was therefore declared elected 
as the Ministerial Delegate.

Term of Lay Delegates:—The Conference voted that 
Lay Delegates to the Annual Conference be elected to serve 
for one year only.

New Member Answers Disciplinary Questions:—Wu 
Ch’uen Ho appeared before the Bishop in the presence of 
the Conference to answer the questions incident to full 
membership in the Annual Conference and to receive special 
instruction from the Bishop as to responsibilities as a 
member of the Conference. Ling Ping Ch’en ogered prayer.

Recess:— A recess of ten minutes for refreshments 
and photograph was taken.
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Introducing of Rev. P. Frank Price:—After singing 
of a hymn by the student body of the Kuilan Church school 
of the Bishop introduced Rev. P. Frank Price of the Pres
byterian Mission and Pastor of the Union Church of 
Nanking. Dr. Price addressed the Conference on the work 
of a minister as a good shepherd of Christ’s flock.

Benediction and- Adjournment:— After the singing of 
hymn 434 Dr. Price pronounced the Benediction.

Afternoon Session
Youg People’s Meeting:— At 3:30 P.M. the Conference 

members shared in a Young People’s Meeting in the audi
torium of the Central Church. After prayer by Wang Shih 
Hsi and the reading of Scripture Ruth Shen sang a solo. 
Shen Pan Yen welcomed the young people and their friends. 
The choirs of Central and Wesley Churches rendered special 
music. Bishop Ward addressed the congregation on the 
fundamental necessity of a vital faith in this present world 
and in China in particular.

Fifth Day, December 3, 1939
Sunday Morning

Worship Service:— At 10:00 o’clock the Conference 
assembled with the congregation of the Central Church for 
a worship service. The devotional exercises were lead by 
the pastor of the church and the following -took part: 
Miss Li Ching Suen led in prayer, Liu Wei I read a Psalm, 
the Choir rendered special music and Ruth Shen sang a 
solo. The Scripture lesson Mark 4:1-20 was read by 
Handel Lee, after which the Bishop preached the sermon, 
and said in part: “It was the custom in some countries of 
ancient times to place in the graves of the dead not only 
vessels of various kinds but food and grain. It has been 
found that after the lapse of a long time the buried grain 
taken from the tomb would grow because of certain con
ditions. The Gospel seed is expected to grow. It often 
does not do so because of the conditions of a man’s life. 
When the conditions are right the seed will grow for that 
is its business. We have a right to expect the Gospel seed 
to grow. Never in China have we so many Christians of 
worth as we have at the present time. It is because the 
Gospel seed sown years ago Las produced the harvest. 
That seed was cared for and watered, therefore it naturally 
has produced present results. Buildings and property are
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not necessarily the harvest of the Gospel. The real seed 
of the Gospel produces a kind of spiritual life independed 
of institutions and property. A group of real Christians 
may have a real and vital Christian experience without a 
building of any sort in which to worship. I beseech you 
to give this Gospel seed a chance to grow in your life and 
the harvest is assured.”

Lyman L. Hale pronounced the Benediction.

Sixth Day, December 3, 1939
Monday Morning

Devotions:—At 8:30 the devotional service was lead 
by Miss Minnie Vautrin of Ginling College. Miss Vautrin 
based her talk on the parable of the Prodigal Son.

Business Session:—The Bishop presiding addressed 
the Conference on the minister being a messenger of love. 
Handel Lee read for the scripture lesson the thirteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians. The Bishop said: “Every 
month at the present time more millions of people of the 
world are brought into the areas of destruction of lives and 
property. Children are being torn from their fathers and 
mothers, brothers and sisters by war. Youth and adults 
are losing faith in governments, society, in their fellow- 
men and even in themselves. In times like these ministers 
and Bible-women are to be messengers of faith. In times 
of strain and stress it is so easy to become drawn into petty 
quarrels and hatred. What right has a preacher to give 
way to such when he is called to be a messenger of faith? 
We are not men holding mere positions, having a job, but 
messengers of faith. The loss of hope out of the lives of 
so many today is appalling. In these great days in China 
we are to be messengers of hope to men who have lost it 
or are in danger of losing it out of their lives. But the 
greatest thing in this world is love. It is something that 
every person can have. The man who has it richly in his 
heart cannot keep it hid from others. If you have it not 
others will, discover that fact. If you do not have it you 
had better humbly and earnestly seek it for your life. 
There are so very many problems to be solved. They will 
be dealt with not by argument in effort to save face but 
by love. Unity is not brought about by defeating the other 
fellow in mere argument as to which side is right, but by 
love. We are to be messengers of love. Faith, Hope, Love; 
truly the greatest of these is Love.”
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Recess:—a  recess of fifteen minutes was taken after 
which the Conference resumed business.

Hour for Afternoon Session:—Voted that when the 
Conference adjourned at noon it would reconvene at 5:00 
o’clock to read the Appointments, partake together of the 
Lord’s Supper and adjourn sine die.

Special Music:—Rev. Paul Abbott, Jr. of the Presby
terian Mission sang a solo.

Introductions:—Hubert L. Scne of the China Con
ference and W. R. Johnson of the Kiangsi Conference were 
welcomed by the Bishop and introduced to the Conference. 
They each brought greetings and a brief message.

Question Eight Resumed:—The Chairman of the Com
mittee on Conference Relations reported the following re
commendations. that the Conference request Chn Hsi Shn, 
Shen Kia Yu, Cheo Shen and Yang Wang Chung to apply 
for Location. That, in the case of Cheo Shen and Yang 
Wang Chung if they refuse to locate as requested, the 
Committee recommends that they shall, in accordance with 
Paragraph 235 of the 1939 Discipline, be located without 
their consent and be discontinued in the exercise of the 
Ministerial Office. The Conference voted approval of the 
Committee’s recommendations.

Question Twenty-three:—What Accepted Supply Pas
tors now in charge are taking:

(a) The Conference Course of Study?
Chu Chi Seng—First Year.

(b) The Local Preachers’ Course of Study?
Ts’ing Yuen Ching—Third Year
Ten Yu Tang—Fourth Year.

Nominations Committee:—The Committee was in
structed to place Wang Ming Teh and Wu Chuen Ho on 
the Conference Committees:

Wang Ming Teh to serve on the following: Board of 
Education, Christian Advocate, Evangelism, Program.

Wu Ch’uen Ho to serve on the following: Christian 
Advocate.

The member of the Women’s Conference1 were 
appointed to serve on the Conference Committees were 
as follows: Evangelism: Wang Feng Ying, Li Chen Ying, 
Clara Bell Smith, Edith Youtsey. Music Committee: Etha
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Nagler. Evangelistic Team: Li Chen Ying, Li Chin Chun, 
Chao Sui Chun. Board of Education: H. Whitmer, E. 
Nagler, Ling Mi Li. Home Missions: Chao Sui Chun, 
Edith Youtsey.

Number of Copies of Conference Journals:—The Con
ference voted to print 120 copies of the Chinese Minutes 
and 100 copies of the English Minutes.

Resluts of Election of Lay Delegates:—The Conference 
Lay Leader reported that Luther Kiang was elected Lay 
Delegate to the General Conference; that H. C. Kao was 
elected Lay Delegate to the Central Conference and Reserve 
Delegate to the General Conference.

Extension of Time:—Voted to extend the time for 
adjournment to 12:30.

Ballot for Reserve Ministerial Delegate:— The Con
ference proceeded to ballot for a Reserve Delegate to the 
General Conference.

Treasurer’s Report:—Treasurer L. L. Hale gave the 
report of Conference Benevolences. (See Reports)

Cnference Memorial:— L: L. Hale presented the fol
lowing Memorial to the General Conference:
W h e r e a s

The future of our Methodist Church in China is de
pendent in a large measure upon the loyal understand
ing and support of the lay membership; and

W h e r e a s
Under the present system of lay representation each 
circuit is allowed to send only one lay representative to 
the Annual Conference; and

W h e r e a s

Some of the most important organizations on the mis
sion field are the educational institutions, hospitals, 
and the like have no direct representation in the 
Annual Conference; we

T h er efo r e

Request the General Conference to grant to the Central 
Conference of Eastern Asia the power to increase the 
representation of the lay leadership in the Annual 
Conference by making it possible for important insti
tutions to send a lay representative to take part in the 
Annual Conference.
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Official Pastoral Charges:—Voted that the following 
Pastoral Charges as indicated by the Bishop in consultation 
with the District Superintendent be the official list for this 
Conference from which Lay Delegates are at present to be 
elected:

Chiukiang DistHct:—Yuhsinkiai, Siaomateo-Kaotze, 
Shantan-Pehtu, Tanyanghsien.

Nanking' District:— Central, Wesley, Shanghsinho, 
Kianglingchen-Lulanchiao, Taowu-Molingkwan.

Wanpeh District:— Hcshien, Sipu-Yaopu, Puchistsi- 
Hsiang Hsuen, Siliangshan-Mochiao, Chichen.

Wuhu District:— Ichishan, Second Street, Tikan- 
Hwanghu, Yuintsao-Tungchentze, Taiping-Tsaishih-Huchia- 
chen, Hwangchih, Suyang, Suencheng, Ninkwohsien.

Special Appointments:—Since the Discipline requires 
the recommendation of the District Superintedent con
firmed by two-thirds vote of the Annual Conference to 
make special appointments, it was voted that a Memorial 
be sent to the General Conference giving the Bishop special 
authorization to appoint members of Conference to Special 
Work not listed in the special appointments in the Discip
line Paragraph 400, Sec. 5.

Voted to request the Committee on Memorials to draft 
a Memorial to the effect that:
W h e r e a s

The present regulations of our Methodist Church 
governing the Special Appointments which the bishop 
can make in the Annual Conference were decided in the 
light of conditions prevailing in America and when 
applied to dissimilar conditions in China make it 
impossible for the bishop to make certain desirable 
appointments; we

T h erefo re
Request the General Conference to grant to the Central 
Conference of Eastern Asia the power to decide what 
special appointments the bishops can make in the four 
areas of the Central Conference of Eastern Asia.
Question Two:— Are all the preachers blameless in 

their life and official administration? Each District was 
called and the District Superintendent reported that the 
Preachers were blameless in their life and official adminis
tration, with the exception of Cheo Shen and Yang Wang
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Chung about whose cases personal Notation has already 
been made by the Conference.

The names of the Retired Ministers, A. J. Bowen, 
Edward James, Tung Yuin Seng, W. Wilson were called 
and their characters passed.

The names of those holding Special Appointments 
J. T. Illicit, Wang Ming Teh and T’su Yu Ho were called 
and their characters passed.

Statistical Report:— The Statistical Secretary F. P. 
Jones gave the Statistical Report which was accepted with 
a notation to be made that present war conditions make 
accuracy impossible.

Reading of Minutes:— It was voted that the reading 
of the Minutes of this session be not required, but that 
they be approved when jointly read by the committee 
appointed by the Conference.

Extension of Time for Adjournment:—Voted to extend 
the time until 1:00.

Fraternal Letters:—Handel Lee reported having seen 
Ts’u Yu Ho when in West China and requested the Con
ference to instruct the Committee on Fraternal Letters to 
write a letter of greetings to Brother Ts’u and request the 
Bishop to present the letter in person to him. Approved. 
It was voted to send greetings to Tung Yuin Shen.

Committee on Resolutions:— Shen Pan Yen read the 
report of the Committee on Resolutions, which was accepted. 
(See Reports)

Benediction and Adjournment:—After the Benedic
tion the Conference adjourned.

Afternoon Session
Resumption of Business:—The Bishop called the Con

ference together at 5:00 for a resumption of business.
■V

Question Thirty-three:—Where are the preachers 
stationed this year? The Bishop read the Appointments. 
(See Appointments)

The Bishop requested Handel Lee to read the Appoint
ments of the Women’s Conference. (See Appointments)

Question Thirty-one:—What are the objectives of the 
Conference for the coming ĵ ear as stated by the Bishop 
in charge or a committee appointed by him? Ling Ping
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Ch’en presented the report. (See Reports) The Lay Leader 
presented a report of major lines to be pursued by the 
laymen for the ensuing year.

The Bishop requested the Chinese Secretary to call 
the name of each District Superintendent, Preacher and his 
Lay Delegate, and Bible woman who was allowed a limit 
of three minutes to express what was in his or her heart 
as the work of the coming year was entered upon.

The Lord’s Supper:— The Bishop having lead the 
Conference to higher ground of spiritual life and aspiration, 
it was a most sacred season when the Conference closed 
with the Lord’s Supper administered by the District 
Superintendents.

Benediction and Adjournment:—Liu Wei I pronounced

the Benediction and the Conference stood adjourned.



IV.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS

1. What are the reports of the District Superintendents 
as to the status of the work within their Districts? 
(See Reports)

2. Are all the Preachers blameless in their life and 
official administration? Yes, with exception of Chao 
Shen and Yang Wang Chung.

3. What Preachers have died during the year? Retired 
Preacher W. C. Longdon.

4. Who are discontinued? None.
5. Who are located? None.
6. Who withdrawn or been expelled ? None.
7. Who are transferred to other Conferences? None.
8. Who are supernumerary?

Chen Hsi-shen (5)
W. F. Hummel (1)
Shen Chia Yu (4)

9. Who are retired? . J. Bowen, Edward James, Tung 
Yuin Seng.

10. Who are granted Sabbatical Leave? None.
11. Who are Admitted on Trial? Chu Chi Seng.
12. Who are readmitted? None.
13. Who are received from other Churches as Travelling 

Preachers ? None.
14. Who are received by transfer from other Conferences? 

None.
15. Who have completed their studies:

(a) Of the First Year? None.
(b) Of the Second Year? Wang Ming Teh.
(c) Of the Third Year? None.
(d) Of the Fourth Year? None.

16. Who have been continued:
(a) In their studies of the First Year? None.
(b) In their studies of the Second Year? None.
(e) In their studies of the Third Year? Wang Ming 

Teh.
(d) In their studies of the Fourth Year? None.
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17. Who are admitted into Full Connection? Wu Ch’uen 
Ho.

18. What Travelling Preachers and what Local Preachers 
have been elected Deacons? None.

19. Who have been ordained Deacons? None.
20. What Travelling Preachers and what Local Preachers 

have been elected Elders? None.
21. Who have been ordained Elders? None.
22. Who are Accepted Supply Pastors ?Liu Li Shen. 

Ts’ing Yuen Ching.
23. What Accepted Supply Pastors now in charge are 

taking:
(a) The Conference Course of Study? Chu Chi 

Seng, Yen Yu T’ang.
(b) The Local Preachers’ Course of Study? Ts’ing 

Yuen Ching.
24. Are the Accepted Supply Pastors blameless in their 

life and official administration? Yes.
25. What Preachers coming from other Churches with 

recommendations from the District Conference or 
Quarterly Conference have had their Orders recognized 
as Local Deacons or Local Elders? None.

26. Who constitute the Conference Committee of Inves
tigation? Chu Shih Yen, Wang Shih Hsi, F. P. Jones, 
Liu Wei I, Ling Ping Ch’en, Handel Lee, L. L. Hale.

27. Who is elected Conference Lay Leader? S. C. Chung.
28. What is the report of the Conference Treasurer? 

(See Reports)
29. What is the report of the Statistician? (See Statis

tical Reports)
30. What are the reports, recommendations, and plans of 

the Boards of the Conference? (See Reports)
31. What are the objectives of this Conference for the 

coming year as stated by the Bishop in charge or a 
committee appointed by him? (See Report)

32. Where shall the next session of the Conference be 
held? Nanking.

33. Where are the Preachers stationed this year? (See 
List of Appointments)
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Scale of Pastor’s Salaries

Finance Committee Action of October 14-15, 1935.

1. Self-supporting churches shall determine the salaries 
of their pastors.

2. The Minimum Basic Salary of a married man shall be 
$20 per month. That of a single man $18.

3. Children’s Allowances for Preachers of all classes.
(a) For each child $3 per month through the age 

of 20, if in school.
(b) Allowances cease at the age of 16 if the child 

is not in school or is working, nursing, etc. 
grandchildren, or daughters-in-law unless by, 
special action of the Finance Committee.

4. Each pastor shall receive the minimum salary before 
any pastor shall receive more.

5. Local Preachers’ Basic Salaries per month.

6. Probationers in Conference $36.00.
7. Full Members of Conference.

(a) Graduates of High School and Theological 
Seminary. $50.00.

(b) Graduates of College School and Theological 
Seminary. $60.00.

(c) Students returned from abroad with foreign 
degree. $100.00.

8. After the minimum salaries and children’s allowances 
have been met in full, surplus income provided through 
Finance Committee channels and available for salaries 
shall be divided on a percentage basis among Con
ference Members and Probationers up to and not ex
ceeding their respective salary scales.

9. Resignations. Rules governing resignations were not 
put into finished form but were in general as follows:

(a) A preacher asked to resign may be given a 
maximum sum of one year’s salary after five 
years of service and a correspondingly lesser 
amount for fewer years of service.

(a) Single Man
(b) Married Man . . .
(c) Ordained Deacon
(d) Ordained Elder .

$18.00
20.00
24.00
32.00

With children’s allowance additional.
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(b) Any preacher who is giving acceptable service 
and voluntarily resigns against the will of the 
Church may be 'given a half year’s salary 
after five years of service and a correspond
ingly lesser amount for fewer years of service. 
(Any preacher, however, who resigns to re
lieve the financial embarrassment of the church 
shall be entitled to a year’s salary as above).

(c) These rules are not meant to apply to cases 
of preachers who resign because of miscon
duct or against whom complaints or charges 
are pending.



V.
APPOINTMENTS 

CENTRAL CHINA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1939-40

Chinkiang District
District Superintendent ....Shen Yu Shu (1)
Associate Dist. Supt...............L. L. Hale
District Missionary ..............A. N. Steward
Chinkiang Circuit..................Ts’ui Tseng Feng (1)

Tangyang Circuit ..................Supplied by
Chu Chi Seng (2)

Nanking District
District Superintendent........Shen Yu Shu (1)
Associate Dist. Supt...............L. L. Hale
District Missionary ..............A. N. Steward
Nanking:

Central Church (Kuilan) . . Wang Shih Hsi (1)
Wesley (Kiangtangkiai) ..Chu Shih Yen (1)
Young People’s Work and

Religious Education . .. .Shen Pan Yen (2)
Taowu-Molingkwan ............Suppliedby

(Liu Li Shen) (7) 
Kianglingchen-Lulanchiao ...Shu Hsian Ping (8)
Chichen................................... Supplied by

(Ts’ing Yuen Ching) (10) 
Hochow-Puchiatsi Circuit . . .  To be supplied

Wuhu District
District Superintendent . .. .L iu  Wei I (2)
Associate Dist. Supt..............L. L. Hale
District Missionary ..............A. N. Steward
Wuhu City:

Ichishan ...................... ...K oh  Chin Teh (1)
Second Street ....................Cheo Li San (2)

Hwangchih ........................... To be supplied
Ningkwoful Circuit................T’su Ming Kwang (1)
Ningkwohsien ......................Ling Ping Ch’en (1)



Shuiyang ............................... Supplied by
Yen Yu Tan (6)

Siaotangyang C ircuit............Wu Cheun Ho (7)
Taiping-Tsiashih Circuit . . . .  To be supplied
Tikan and Hwanghu ............To be supplied
Yuintsao Circuit....................Yu Yung Kiang (4)

Special Appointment
Nanking Theological Seminary

President ..................... Handel Lee
Professor of New

Testament ..................F. P. Jones (Kuilan)
University of Nanking

Professor of Botany . . . .  (A. N. Steward) (Wesley)
University of Nanking Hospital

Physician ..................... (C. S. Trimmer) (Kuilan)
Wuhu General Hospital

Superintendent ............(R. E. Brown) (Ichishan)
Physician ..................... (Hyla Watters) (Ichishn)

Nanking Christian Council
Wang Ming Teh

Wannan Middle School
T’su Yu Ho (Ningkwofu) 

(Temporarily preaching 
in Shihchao, Szechuan).

China Christian Educational Association
(Gertrude N. Oldroyd (On 

furlough)
Work in U.S.A.

J. T. Illick (Assistant profes
sor, Syracuse University)

On Furlough
F. C. Gale (Berkeley, 

California)

1939 APPOINTMENTS 3.
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WOMEN’S CONFERENCE APPOINTMENTS, 1930-40 

Chinkiang- District

Social Evangelistic Work ................................. Etha Nagler
Clara Belle Smith

Olivet Memorial Girls’ High School Treasurer Etha Nagler 
(temporarily Welfare Center)

Kiangiing District

District Evangelistic Work ............................  Chao Sui-chun

District. Evangelistic Work A d viser  ........... Marie Brethorst

City Evangelistic and Day School Work . . .  Anna Lulu Golisch
Marie Brethorst 
Jessie Wolcott

Central Church and Hitt Woman’s School Mrs. Wang Feng-ying

Ginling College (in Chengtu) ...................... Dr. Cora Reeves

Ginling Homecraft School................................  Harriet Whitmer

Methodist Girls’ High School, A d viser  . . . .  Anna Lulu Golisch

(Unit in Shanghai) Teachers . . .  Wei I-chen
Ida Ching

Bible Teacher’s Training School .................  Joy Smith
(in Shanghai)

Ningkwofu, Wanpeh, and Wuhu Districts

District and City Evangelistic and Day
School Work .............................................. Edith. Youtsey

Social Evangelistic Center (including Malu
and Taipinglu) .........................................  Li Chen Ying

Wang Nan-chen

Evangelistic Work (Ruh Ying School) . . . .  Chu Wei-chen

Wuhu General Hospital,
Nurse .................................................................Frances Cully
Evangelistic Work ..................................... ....Li Siu-ying
Teaching and Office w o rk ........................ ....Yao Ying-tsui
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Special Appointments

Central Treasurer for China ........................ Bessie A, Hollows

Christian Literature Society ..........................  Mary Liu

On Furlough

Mary Kessler Katherine Boeye Florence Sayles

Granted Leave for Study

Wang Shu-teh
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APPOINTMENT OF BIBLE WOMEN, 1939-40 
Chekiang City and District

Yu Hsing Kiai Chu Han Chen
(Incluring Siao Ma Tou)

Nanking City
Kuilan Yao Chi Hsien L.
Kiang Tang Kiai Yie Hwei Chen

(Wesley) Chang Sao Yung ^
Fu Ming Fang % To be supplied
Shan Sing Ho To be supplied #j

Kiansg Ning District

Mo Ling Kwan #1 .̂69 To be supplied #
(Including Tao Wu Chen)

Siao Tan Yang Chang Chieh Tsen
Lu Lan Chiao Li Chen Shen
Kiang Ling Chen Han Chu Mei
Po Wan To be supplied 4$

Wuhu City
Social Evangelistic Center Chu Yung Ching H.C. 

(Including Ma Lu and Tai Ping Lu)

Wuhu District
Tikan $0$. To be supplied #j
Hwang Chi To be supplied 4$
Yuin Ts’ao igvf Chen Tsung Ying
Tai P’ing Fu zk-f-fff Li Chin Hsuen
Ho Cheo v'fjH'l To be supplied #j
Si Pu To be supplied
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Pu Kia Chi 
Chi Chen 
Ning Kwoh Fu

Retired 41-

Outside the Conference 
Area

To be supplied 
To be supplied 
Hwa Pao Chen 
Chao Yung Chieh L.
Tsu Ching Ai 
Chi Su Ch’ing 
Hsia Teh Ming 
Li Teh Ying
Chao Chang Ch'ing fit 
Wang Ya Chieh 
Ting Fei Pi *T#*t 
Chang Mo Teh & & &
Chao Pei Teh C. jtl'flHlfe 
Ho Shu Ching l#  
Chang Chien Hwa L.
Chang So Fang 
Wei Mei Fang 
Lo Mei Yu

L.—License
C.—Certificate
H.C.—Honorary Certificate
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VI.
REPORTS 

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT’S
Liu Wei I

By the approval of Bishop Hammaker at the last An
nual Conference it was decide:! to unite the three districts 
under one superintendent, and I was appointed to take 
this task. I feel that the Lord has guided me through 
this year in peace.

During the Fall of 1937 the war had extended into 
the provinces in which our work lies. No Annual Con
ference was possible due to the fact that the pastors had 
been compelled to seek refuge in various places, some 
outside the Conference area. Communications had com
pletely broken down. After the last Conference I visited 
as many places as possible only after having received per
mission from the Japanese military authorities. I found 
many properties having been destroyed, looted and rendered 
unfit for use. Through protests to the American Consul 
we were able to get control of some of the property oc
cupied by the Japanese soldiers. There are still stations 
to which we have been unable to visit and, though having 
appointed pastors, those men are unable to go to their 
charges, but are working temporarily in other places.

I am grateful to be able to report that at present all 
but one pastor who is a Supply Preacher, and all the mis
sionaries are at work within the Conference. This has made 
for a closer relationship between the communities and the 
people to whom the Church has been a ministrant of much 
comfort in material as well as spiritual help.

The work of the NANKING DISTRICT has, with the 
exception of two small out-stations, been confined solely 
to the city of Nanking where, in the two large churches, 
Central and Wesley, a fine piece of work has been carried 
on in the field of religious education, pastoral evangelism, 
and schools for children, youth and adults. I have dif
ficulty in finding words adequate to express admiration for 
the leadership that Pastors Shen Yu Shu and Wang Shih 
Hsi have given these churches. With the assistance of 
Shen Pan Pen who has had charge of Young Peoples Work 
in both churches, and the help given by Pastors Shu and 
Tsui, the well-organized administration of the W.F.M.S. in 
its varied ministry to women and cildren, definite gains 
have been made by our Church in Nanking.
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At Taowu where we have had leased property Liu 
Li Shen has been holding on in the face of many trials and 
tribulations. The lease expires this year, and the people 
there planned to build for themselves a place for worship. 
War conditions make this impossible for the present. De
struction of property at Lulanchiao and Kianglingchen has 
prevented the pastor appointed there to do no more than 
periodical visits to the places. North Anhui work has 
been left without official supervision, though many of the 
members have tried to meet in worship service in Christian 
homes.

On the CHINKIANG DISTRICT war and financial 
conditions have limited the year’s work to Chinkiang and 
Tangyang. Tangyang was in direct line of fighting and, of 
course, suffered heavy damage from which our property did 
not escape. The pastor appointed there last year has 
endeavored to shepherd the few members and inquirers in 
the city and neighborhood besides getting together a few 
children for training.

Pastor Ling Ping Ch’en of Yuhsinkiai in Chinkiang 
has been a true shepherd of the sheep. He has devoted 
himself soul and body to meeting the ever-increasing de
mands for relief to the thousands who have looked to the 
Church there for assistance. Due to the assistance of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hale, Misses Kesler, Smith and Nagler Pastor 
Ling has been able to sustain a church program which has 
brought to its group of inquirers a large number of folks 
m an y  of whom have given their hearts to Jesus and become 
Church members.

The WUHU DISTRICT has suffered as have the other 
districts in having the work limited to a few of the formerly 
many appointments. In Wuhu City our work is carried 
on at Second Street and at Ichishan the hospital compound. 
The Japanese occupancy of Second Street property wrought 
great damage to the buildings and the furnishings which 
were looted or destroyed. However, re-conditioning of the 
property has been done and the work resumed. Miss Mabel 
Thompson of the Kiangsi Mission spent several months 
there and did much to re-establish the work on a sound 
basjs. Miss Edith Youtsey’s return was hailed with en
thusiasm by her many Chinese fellow-workers and the mem
bers with whom she has worked for so many years. The 
pastor Cheo Li San has thrown himself energetically into 
the work of this strategic center of Wuhu City.
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Ichishan is a hospital church ministiring to the patents 
and the Staff. To this ministry Pastor Chu Shih Yen has 
devoted himself for more than ten years. He has not 
only lead in the religious program of the hospital but has 
been a hard worker in looking after the relief of the 
thousands who sought refuge there when the dangers of 
war came to their homes in the surrounding neighborhood.

With the exception of Siaotangyang and Yuintsao the 
remaining charges have been practically without pastoral 
oversight. Of course the properties have suffered great 
damage by the occupancy by Japanese soldiers and also by 
the actual fighting which swept the area.

During the year Rev. W. E. Schubert of Kiangsi Con
ference conducted series of evangelistic services at Wuhu 
and Chinkiang. The churches were quickened into a more 
spiritual life and received refreshing by this special minis
try.

CENTRAL CHURCH, NANKING
Shen Yu Shu— Pastor

I am truly grateful to God for the privileges of the 
ministry though this past year and the fellowship I have 
enjoyed with my fellow-workers whom Bishop Hammaker 
appointed to Central Church, Hsu Hsien Ping temporarily 
appointed here until he could move with his family to 
Lulanchiao, and Shen Pan Yen who has appointed to Young 
People’s Work in both city churches. Pastor Hsu was 
unable to move to Lulanchiao. We have, therefore, had 
the loyal and helpful services of these two men. In close 
cooperation the three of us have given our time to the 
Sunday School, the Young People’s Department, the 
Epworth League, students chapel, bible classes for church 
members and students, and visitation in the homes of mem
bers and inquirers. We availed ourselves of the rainy three 
days of the Spring vacation to visit the homes of the 
students because we were sure of finding the students at 
home and, through them, gain an introduction to the mem
bers of the families.

Throughout the Conference year we have maintained 
a school for students of junior high school grade. The 
average enrollment for the year has been about 100. Six 
salaried teachers have been employed each semester. Mr. 
Gale, Miss Wolcott and Miss Seeck have taught English 
classes, and Miss Golisch has taught singing. These mis
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sionaries have each shared in the Heading of morning 
chapel services. Their assistance is greatly appreciated. 
While the school has offered a fine opportunity to give 
religious instruction and to lead the young people into an 
understanding of Jesus Christ and the meaning of member
ship in His Church, the proverty of many of the students 
has created a financial burden in our endeavor to keep the 
school in operation. Unforseen circumstances have pro
duced a deficit which we hope to meet before the close of 
the school year.

One hundred and eighty four probationers, and seventy- 
seven new members have been added to the church during 
the year. Eighteen children have been baptized. I thus 
close this report as I .began it with an expression of 
gratitude to God for the wide door of opportunity opened 
to Central Church in this time of unparalleled suffering of 
our Chinese people.

WESLEY CHURCH, NANKING
Wang Shih Hsi, Pastor

He activities in Wesley Church are three kinds namely, 
spiritual, educational, and physical. With anyone of these 
activities eliminated the work of the church would be in
complete.

The SPIRITUAL. (1) Retreat. At the end of last 
December we gave one day to a Retreat. It was well at
tended by the workers, Sunday School teachers, members 
of the Boards of Stewards and Epworth Leagues of both 
churches in Nanking. We were all greatly helped and 
strengthened.

(2) Evangelism, At Chinese New year we held 
special meetings for evangelism. The conditions were 
good, too. In the clinic we have preaching services twice 
each day; in the forenoon for men, in the afternoon for 
the women patients. .The leaders of the clinic services are 
mostly church members who thus not only help others, 
but derive much benefit for their own spiritual lives.

(3) Passion Week Services. Each afternoon during 
that week we had a time of quiet meditation on the re- 
demtive work of our Lord. At seven o’lock Easter morning 
w ehalf a Sunrise Meeting. It was also a Communion 
Service. Dr. James who was invited to come from Shang
hai for the Passion Week services preached at these services. 
"PJach of us had a sacred time and were much moved.
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(4) Epworth League, Church Choir. Our young 
people’s Epworth League meets every Saturday afternoon. 
The average attendance is about 35 and it is a most pro
mising organization. They have elected their own officers 
and conduct their own meetings. Most of the League 
mmebers are in the church choir. It has been said that 
the choir at this choir at this church is without a peer in 
the city. The church congregation enjoys the choir very 
much. We are most fortunate in having the services of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sone as pianist and director.

(5) Dedication of the Reconditioned Auditorium.
Our Easter Sunday witnessed the first service in our new 
auditorium. On Christmas Sunday the members had col
lected the sum of $150.00 for the reconditioning of the 
auditorium. We are most grateful to Bishop itammaker, 
Dr. James, Dr. Bowen, Dr. Steward, Mr. Gale, Miss Brethorst 
and others for what they contributed toward the rebuilding 
of our auditorium and other parts of the building. How 
happy we are to be again worshipping in the auditorium 
which cannot but put everyone who attends the service 
into a worshipful mood. Through the kind offices of both 
Dr. James and Mr. Sone we have a piano for use in the 
worship service.

The EDUCATIONAL. (1) Leadership Training. 
From last Conference to next Christmas we shall have 
given 30 Saturday afternoons to such training. This work 
is city-wide. About 30 of our young people have attened 
the courses. Each student takes two courses and the 
chapel service. Needless to say the courses offered have 
been very helpful.

(2) Study Classes. Each week five women’s classes 
meet in different homes for study. In the Wednesday- 
afternoon women’s meeting each class reports. There is 
much interest manifested in these meetings.

(3) D. V. B. Schools. We had about 100 children 
enrolled the the schools last Summer. There were six 
grades and the schools continued through six weeks. The 
course was Bible. There were 120 young people for make
up classes in mathematics and english in the afternoons. 
Besides a chapel service each day here was one period for 
Bible study.

(4) Day School. We have 50 children in the Kinder
garten. The are 190 in grades four to junior middle school 
second year. The classes are co-educational. There is $
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daily morning chapel and Bible-study classes three times 
each week. Very definte results in Christian living have 
been perceived. Many parents have expressed their 
apreciaticn of the educational work being done for their 
children.

The PHYSICAL. (1) The Bath House. From the 
latter part of November our bath house is open four days 
each week for women and children only. Adults are 
charged ten cents and the children five cents each for a 
nice warm bath.

(2) Clinic. Through the cooperation of the Red 
Cross and the University Hospital there is a daily clinic 
in the church building. Each patient is charged only ten 
cents for registration. About 1000 patients come each 
week. One hour prior to the opening of the clinic the 
waiting room is full and the patuents listen to Bible in
struction. The splendid service rendered by Dr. Li and 
his trained staff of nurses in this clinic may well deserve 
a special report. Dr. Li not only brings a fine training 
to his work, but a heart full of Christian love for those 
who seek his kindly and skillful help.

(3) Social Gatherings. On two afternoons last May 
we entertained our church members; one afternoon for all 
baptized members, and one for Inquirers and Probationers. 
Games were played and refreshments served. A happy 
time was enjoyed by all and a spirit of fellowship aroused.

(4) Hand Work. Many poor women come to the 
church for some hand work by which to earn a little money 
for self-support in these difficult times. Hundreds of shoes 
and gaments have been made and sold. This is the most 
satisfactiry method in giving relief. To give work relief is 
much better than direct relief.

(5) Games. The gymnasium and out-doors recrea
tion building are in use for various ball games and gym. 
classes. We try to instill into the minds of our students 
and children that their bodies are the temples of God and 
thus shculd be guarded with the greatest care.

Of course no report can tabulate the results of a year 
of work in a church. We are grateful to the Lord that, 
through His guidance, we have baptized 57 adults and 
taken 80 into the Preparatory Membership of the church. 
Nine children have been baptized. We have seen some de
finite results that come when children are brought under
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Christian instruction. We have observed a real interest 
in the church on the part of the members. The tangible 
expression of this interest has been the attendance at the 
services and the financial contributions to the budget. We 
are conscious of our failure in not measuring up to the 
wonderful opportunities presented to us. We seek Christ’s 
forgiveness and pray that we may next year be able to 
render a better account of our stewardship in forwarding 
the work of His Kingdom in Nanking city. In our prayer 
for continued spiritual blessings we are also praying that 
funds may be available for the re-conditioning the gate
house which now stands there with only its walls, and for 
a parsonage to replace that which was destroyed when 
the church was burned.

NANKING CITY YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK
John Banyen Shen

Gratitude. The special appointment to ycung people’s 
work was made at the last Annual Conference. As this 
was my first attempt at work of this kind, I could not 
but be conscious of my own unfitness for it, and I am all 
the more grateful to God for His enlightening guidance, 
and to my fellow-workers, the missionaries, pastors and 
Bible women for their cooperation and advice which have 
greatly strengthened me throughout the year to carry on 
my work in spite of many hardships.

Opportunities. As the young people in both churches 
in Nanking averaged about eighty per cent of the whole 
congregations, no pastor had a better chance than I in 
working for the Kingdom of God. In the three junior 
high schools and three primary schools of both churches, 
there were altogether sixteen hundred and ten pupils and 
eighty-seven teachers. In these schools, I assisted at the 
morning chapels and taught Bible classes. With the as
sistance of Pastors Y. S. Shen and H. P. Shu, Miss Chao 
Hsueh Guin and Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Kiang, I was in charge 
of the morning chapel for Hwei Wen School. The evening 
family worship in the school for boarding students and 
teachers was conducted alternately week by week by Mr. 
Kiang and me. I feel that never in my life have I had so 
great or so interesting opportunities as these.
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Activities. Religious activities for young people at 
both churches included: (1) Epworth Leagues. Two 
were organized with seven officers and fifty members in 
each. Each of the four departments, Spiritual, evangelistic, 
social service, and recreation, had its own committee to 
carry on their responsibilities. Each department in turn 
presented its program at the weekly meeting. Guests were 
sometimes invited to speak, but the officers and the mem
bers also took part in giving their testimonies in the meet
ings. The purpose of each meeting was to encourage the 
young people to study Christianity, to believe in Jesus 
Christ and to become members of the church. (2) Junior 
Leagues. Two were organized for children under thirteen 
years of age under the direction of Miss Chao Hsueh Guin. 
They meet also weekly for a program conducted by them
selves. The average total attendance for both churches is 
one hundred and thirty. (3) Sunday School— Young 
People's Departments. Dr. H. L. Sone was in charge of 
the young people’s department at Wesley, while I was in 
charge of the one at Central Church. The total enrollment 
of three hundred students was divided into seven classes. 
Both the teachers and the students report interesting 
sessions. (4) English Bible Classes. Three classes for 
teachers and students meet on every Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday afternoons under the direction of Misses M. 
Seeck and M. Brethorst, and Dr. A. N. Steward with more 
than thirty students in both churches. (5) Discussion. 
Groups. Two groups were organized for the students 
under my direction. They elected their own chairman and 
secretaries and held monthly meetings. (6) Choirs. Dr.
H. L. Sone directs the Wesley Church Choir while Mr. W.
D. Kiang is in charge of the Central church. Both con
gregations are very appreciative of the work of these choirs. 
In addition there is union choir from both churches which 
is preparing to sing for special occasions.

General Plan. The advisors and the Cabinets cf the 
Epworth Leagues meet quarterly to consider the whole 
work of the young people. The head of each department 
in the Epworth Leagues given his report of what has been 
done in the past quarter and tells of any questions or 
difficulties in his work. We hope this will serve to make 
the work more effective. In the Spring, a retreat was held 
for a whole day. A special meeting at which Mrs. Fisher 
was invited to speak was held during her visit here. Both 
benefitted the young people greatly.
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Harvest. Since about eighty percent, of the new 
members and probationers received into the church this 
year are young people, it is evident that a great deal of 
new life is being brought into the church.

Personal Thanks. T!he two resident pastors, Y. S. 
Shen and H. S. Wang by their splendid management of 
tlieir two churches made my work possible. Miss Marit 
Brethorst acted as adviser for the Wesley Young People’s 
work, and Misses A. L. Golisch, J. Wolcott, M. Seeck, Mr. 
F. C. Gale and Brother H. P. Shu helped me at Central 
Church. I am personally grateful to all of these for their 
advice and other assistance.

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, NANKING
Another year has rolled around since the conference 

of the fall of 1938 and now at the end of November, 1939 
we want to report the condition of the past year. Our 
staff has seen several increases. Just one year ago we 
had an increase of our Chinese staff to six and in May we 
added three Austrian doctors. We now have 3 Austrian 
doctors, 8 Chinese and three American doctors, so that we 
can easily handle the increased dispensary v/ork. This 
year has over 16,000 new patients in the dispensary and 
the return visits usually average twice that so that we 
expect our cut patient dept, will average 45,000 to 50,000 
visits for the past year. We have never known the 
demand fcr our 180 beds to be greater than in the past 
four months, in fact many patients could not be ac
comodated.

We are cooperating with Dr. Li Ju Ling who is operat
ing two large clinics in the city under the Red Cross. The 
Red Cross is also helping Dr. Gallitzer in charge of the 
clinics under the Catholic Mission. We also are helping 
one Rural Health Clinic under charge of Mr. Wang Wang 
Lu at Chiao Ling. Mr. Wang is one of our former graduate 
nurses and is working under the auspices of the Christian 
Advent Mission. Besides this we have a weekly Well Baby 
Clinic at the hospital and have put on campaigns against 
small pox, diphtheria, typhoid and cholera.

Our hospital pastor, Mr. Pan, was put in prison as he 
was leaving us for the Nanking station to go to his home 
in Fukien to teach in a Theological Seminary. He was 
kept in prison 40 days, but he said he was the gainer there
by. The experience drew him closer to God and strengthened 
hi sfaith. His spirit thru it all made us all feel closer drawn
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to Our Heavenly Father. Mr. Pan left Nanking for Fukien 
soon after his release. Mr. Ling, who graduated in June 
from the Nanking Theological Seminary at Shanghai is a 
friend of Mr. Pan’s and came to us right after his gradua
tion. He is one of the most acceptable pastors we have 
ever had. He has fine qualities of leadership and Chris
tian fellowship with others.

Pastors and Bible women of the Episcopal, the 
Presbyterian, the Christian, the Methodist, the Christian 
Avent and other denominations as well as the workers in 
the Bible Teachers Training School for Women help in the 
evangelistic work in the hospital and we. are very glad to 
have them do so. The cooperation of so many denomi
nations is a fine example of the union work in the field. 
Last year we had Dr. Lee of the Episcopal Mission of 
Wusih, Dr. Woods of the So. Presbyterian Mission at 
Chinkiang,, Miss Grier of the' So. Presbyterian Mission at 
Soochow and Miss Glenn of the Methodist Mission at Soo- 
chow give us their valuable service for several months.

In the past year the American Advisory Committee has 
helped us much. The British Relief Fund generously helped 
us with drugs. Many separate donations have come 
from different groups in America representing several 
denominations. For all help much or little we are thank
ful. Jesus said the poor widow gave more than the rich 
men. And so the Chinese children with their coppers truly 
give a great deal. When Miss Chan of our Social Service 
Department spoke to the Methodist Sunday School children 
at the Kuilan church about the sick people, many of the 
children wanted to do something about it. As a result 
they dug out their coppersl, which meant a great deal to 
many of these children, and helped someone who was worse 
off than they were.

Our social service Department under the able leadership 
of Miss Chen Shih has been very busy and helpful. Re
cently we have asked Miss Yuen one of our Methodist 
graduate nurses to join her in the work.

Our nurses’ training school, masterfully led by Mrs. 
Irene Shih, enrolled another large class of student nurses 
in September so that our nursing school is now well estab
lished.

The training of new students under Miss Bauer and 
Mr. Ye in laboratory technique was begun in Sept. Another 
good start made. Mr. Ye was able to do this since Mr. 
Loh has returned and taken over the charge of the drug 
room.
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As for the financial side, we are actually getting in a 
little more than a year ago from our patients’ fees. The 
patients’ fees pay for about 44% of our total expenditures. 
However increased costs are causing our surplus to melt 
away all too rapidly. Fuel, rice, cotton guaze in fact all 
local products have gone up very much in price. Rice is 
nearly two and one half times as much as one year ago, 
Foreign exchange is very high and local medicine that 
is reliable is scarce so that means very high drugs. All 
this means that soon we cannot do as much free or jpart 
free work as we now are doing. This hangs heavy on our 
hearts since the people of the city as a whole are very poor 
and many are hungry. It has been a time of trial and in 
these times cf trouble many have turned to God and found 
reufuge, and strength. Truly, in time of trouble He is 
nigh. It is a time of rich spiritual harvest for many realize 
that only God can give strength, rest and quietness. We 
pray for strength to meet the task that lies ahead in the 
way that Jesus would meet it.

THE WUHU GENERAL HOSPITAL
L. S. Morgan, M.D.

The hospital has carried on its full work throughout 
the year without losing a single day. All its various services 
have been running regularly far surpassing any and all 
previous records in the amount of work done. Also an 
earnest effort has been made to main tan a high standard 
of work.

There have been the usual diseases to be treated and, in 
addition, malignant malaria has taken a very large part 
of our attention. An epidemic of this disease, of vast 
extent, embracing all of South and Central China and 
parts of North China, counting its victims by the million 
and with a death roll counted by the ten thousands in this 
province alone, has been raging for months and is not yet 
abated. The remedies for this disease have been difficult 
to obtain and of high price. Nevertheless we have been 
able to furnish quinine in large quantities to many thous
ands of malaria patients in this and neighboring localities.

Patients treated have been from every class in the 
city and surrounding country. The percentage of foreign 
patients has been quite high. Few of these sick people have 
given us any special problems aside from their physical 
illnesses. There have been no soldiers among this year’s 
patients.



In the matter of hospital workers, it is a satisfaction 
to report that we have been able to provide satisfactory 
personel for all our services and it is due to the willing’ 
cooperation, hard work, loyalty and general efficiency of 
the whole group that we have been able to meet successfully 
the year’s greatly increased demands for hospital service.

Together with increased opportunities for service came 
many difficulties and hindrances. The most serious of 
these lay in scarcity of fuel, food and hospital supplies. 
It has been only through constant vigilance that we have, 
by buying as opportunity offered from time to time, been 
able to gather a supply of coal and wood enough to last 
using it very frugally, through the winter. The difficulty 
in obtaining rice during the past year was been met in 
the same way and now we are compelled to buy our rice 
straight from the fields in sufficient quantity for a year’s 
supply ahead, in order to ensure a food supply for the 
coming months. To do this we are having to construct 
a rice storage building and to provide a machine to do our 
own rice hulling and polishing.

Hospital supplies of all kinds have risen tremendously 
in price, and in addition, many obstacles have been pro
vided which effectually hinder the shipment of such supplies 
from Shanghai. Fortunately our stock was large before 
shipments by freight were banned so we have had enough 
to carry on with. Parcel post is in operation and we obtain 
supplies in that way quite readily.

Our year’s work would have been very seriously 
curtailed without the help of the American Advisory Com
mittee of Shanghai. This Committee has repeatedly placed 
f*t our disposal generous amounts of both money and 
medicines. Assistance from many other sources has come 
to us for which we are thankful and acknowledgement of 
which will be more fully made in our 1939 report.

For the God given opportunity and privilege of render
ing the year’s service we of the Wuhu General Hospital 
Group are truly thankful.

REPORT OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE
I. Training:

1. The worship program should be carefully worked 
out, and reverently observed by all attendants.

2. Before receiving probationers, a careful training 
should be given.
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3. The Methodist class meetings should be restored, 
so that our probationers can be trained through those 
classes to enable them to do the effective work for the local 
Church.

4. Some libraries should be established to encourage 
our members to read, and those who are not able to read, 
should be taught to do so.
II. Evangelism:

1. General Wesley said: “ The world is my parish” . 
This voices the need of the present day Church in China, 
so we are to encourage all our workers to do the Christian 
work.

2. Restore the work in both South Anhwei and North 
Anhwei.
III. Spiritual Dev\otional Meetings:

1. We propose to hold devotional meetings with other 
Churches. If it is not possible to do so, then we are to 
hold occasionally devotional meetings by ourselves.

The' Committee appointed to plan these devotional 
meetings are Wang Shih Hsin; Cheo Li San and Ling Ping 
Ch’en.
IV. Letters of Transfer:

All the pastors should write letters to all the members 
who have left their own Churches, to connect with the Local 
Church, wherever they are.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM METHODIST LAYMEN
(1) Mutual exchange of information, plans and in

spiration between the churches.
(2) Appointment of pastors abounding in love and 

having special qualifications for the places where they are 
appointed.

(3) Pastors should pay much attention to the de
velopment of latent qualities in lay membership.

(4) Pastors should strive to prepare lay members 
for leadership by paying attention to church libraries, 
literacy classes, mmbership classes, etc.

(5) Ministers should seek to develop the material pro
sp e rity  and financial strength of the membership so that

self-support will be made possible.
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Faculty Report
NANKING THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 1938-39.

Handel Lee

We have been carrying on our work at Shanghai for 
ever a year now. While there have been many difficulties 
encountered during the year, such as shortage of staff 
members and inconveniences in school and dormitory 
quarters, yet in spite of these difficulties the year has pas
sed peacefully and with good cooperation and a fine spirit 
on the part both faculty and students. This splendid result 
is due to the grace and special providence of God for had 
He not in His mercy added to our strength in these difficult 
circumstances, defeat and failure could not have been 
avoided.

Furthermore, let me call your attention to the fact 
while all of our fellow-workers have experienced many 
sufferings one way or another and have suffered material 
losses, yet due to the protection of our loving Father, not 
only their bodies were kept from harm, but all have made 
spiritual progress. “God is our Refuge,” “ He will protect 
His children” are promises which were fulfilled in the ex
periences of every one during this time. Therefore, we 
should offer our special praise to our almighty loving Father 
for evermore.

I wish to report briefly on the work of the Seminary 
during the past year and I request that you will remember 
our Seminary in your prayers.

Our twenty-fourth Commencement was held last June. 
Eight students graduated from the Tao Hstieh Shih Course 
and three from the Refresher Course. All of these new 
graduates are now doing evangelistic work in churches, 
hospitals and schools.

We have thirty-two students this Fall. We had more 
than twenty applications from new students but due to 
interrupted communications, only about half of these ar
rived, the others not being able to get here.

We have three students in the B.D. Course, twenty 
in the B. Th. Course, and nine in the Refresher Course. 
These come from nine provinces and represent thirteen 
denominations. We are so happy to have this opportunity 
to train this fine group of young men and women to be 
ministers of Christ, while on the other hand, we realize
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that this is a very heavy responsibility and we cannot but 
feel our own inefficiency, but we trust that the Lord who 
is always our source of strength will guide and protect us 
that we may do the best we can and leave the rest in the 
hands of the Lord.

Aside from those who are at Shanghai we have six 
members of the staff at Chengtu helping in the West China 
Union Theological College, three are studying in the Union 
States, and two are at Nanking. Professor H. L. Sone is 
the representative of the Seminary in Nanking to keep up 
our relationship with the Christian Community in co
operation with Nanking Church Council and to conduct Lay 
Leaders Training Classes. Besides this he is also secretary 
of the International Relief Committee. His loyalty and 
faithfulness and spirit are admired by all foreign and 
Chinese people who know his work. The Seminary is proud 
of this member who has served the Nanking people in such 
a Christian and sacrificial way. Mrs. Lee Shui Ying is 
also helping to teach in these lay leaders’ training schools 
for women. She has done good and faithful work as a 
teacher, and her services are warmly welcomed by the 
Christian community.

The Correspondence Department of the Seminary has 
already a long history of seventeen years with more than 
one hundred graduates who are scattered all over the coun
try. The work was suspended in the fall of 1937 for nearly 
a year. The Governing Faculty decided to resume this 
work last year and Mr. Chu Pao Hwei was asked to take 
the responsibility of the work, but he has not been able 
to come eastward and I was asked to carry it on. Mr. 
Tao Chung Liang is very familiar with this work and he 
was asked to help. The work of this Department has been 
carried on successfully with his help. We have at the 
present time more than forty students enrolled.

Since the former curriculum of the Correspondence 
Department had many unsuitable books, it has now been 
changed. A very difficult problem has arisen. It is that 
in many places the post office will not received parcel post 
packages or send books. We have, therefore, been unable 
to send necessary books to those living in such areas. 
This is a very great hindrance in carrying on this work. 
We do not know when this difficulty will be removed but 
we hope that as soon as possible the post office service will 
be restored so that the work of this Department may make 
progress.
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Ever since 1927, when it became impossible for the 
Seminary to secure degrees for its graduates through the 
University of Nanking, we have been seeking incorporation 
under some state or institution in the United States which 
would enable us to grant our own degrees.

Some preliminary work had been done before the 
Board of Founders was established but with the creation 
of that Board in 1937 and with the presence in the U.S.A. 
of Dr. C. Stanley Smith and Dr. C. H. Plopper, matters 
advanced more rapidly. Therefore, an absolute charter 
has been granted to our Board of Founders by the Board 
of Regents of the University of the State of New York. 
This was done July 29, 1938, and we have received a copy 
of the charter.

The Seminary was able to secure its absolute charter 
because of its highly trained faculty, and its adequate 
endowment, its satisfactory curriculum, its good record 
in the past, and the careful preparation of all the material 
required by the Board of Regents. Great assistance was 
rendered by the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The new charter will enable the Semin
ary to grant five theological degrees: namely, B. D., B. Th., 
M. Th., B.R.E., and M.R.E. The new requirement for B, 
Th. degree is five years instead of four. We have already 
revised our whole curriculum and the Board of Managers 
sanctioned it at its last Annual Meeting in May.

Faced with the problem of providing adequate library 
facilities for both students and faculty, the library was 
most fortunate in being able to cooperate with the library 
of the Christian Literature Society. The Society most 
graciously gave us rcorn in their library and allowed us to 
use their stack and files. Now that we have moved to 
another place, we will have to build our own library. Under 
the leadership of Dr. C. Stanley Smith and of Mr. Paul T. 
H. Chen who has recently returned from America, the new 
library has now been successfully planned. We are also 
glad that Miss Hwang Mo-ling has joined our group to work 
in the library. She is starting a circulating library for 
preachers and Christian workers, under the direction of 
Mr. Chen and the Library Committee.

We have now moved out to this new place in the French 
Concession. It is situated at 550 Avenue Du Roi Albert. 
The house is not big enough but it is quieter here and we 
can have more sunshine.
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The most important task of a theological seminary is 
to cultivate a group of preachers who have deep spiritual 
life. If a seminary fails to accomplish this, it loses the 
value of its existence. We are grateful that our forerun
ners in the Seminary established for us a good example 
and a good foundation in this respect. Therfore, we, their 
successors, follow their example and build on the good 
foundation which they have laid down for us. In addition 
to the individual student’s devotion, the Seminary each 
day has a morning chapel which is led in turn, by members 
of the faculty, and oftentimes church leaders outside are 
invited to lead the service.

In the Spring we had a joint service with the Bible 
Teachers’ Training School, a Good Friday service and com
munion following. The faculty and students of the two 
institutions felt greatly benentted spiritually. In the Fall, 
just after the opening of the school we held a Retreat. 
Church leaders were invited to speak ni the meetings and 
we all profited greatly.

As we think over the past year we realize that the 
problems have been many and the difficulties not a few. 
Nevertheless, we have been able to proceed thus far peace
fully. This is, indeed, due to the special guidance and 
grace of the good Lord. From our own experiences we 
are thoroughly convinced that the greater the difficulties, 
the more abundant is the grace of God. We hope that 
in the midst of these difficulties and perplexities we may 
have the guidance and intercession of our fellow-workers 
in Christ that our Seminary may be able to accomplish its 
mission by making its contribution both to the churches 
and to theological education in China, so that the Name 
of the Father may be greatly glorified forever more.
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Part I

Grand Totals Support of the Ministry

Conf.
clai-

ments•
1935-36 1936-38 Total Bishop Dist. 

Su pt.

Chin kiang Dist.

Central Church 1 25.00 60.00 24.r 0 10 00 10.00 4.C0
Siaomateo 2 _ -----c \:m _ _
Tanyang 3 —

Cl
— — — —

Kiangling Dist.

Kui'an 4 22.00 72.54 13.00 5.00 3.00 *  5.00
Wesley 5 — 20.16 3.00 1.00 1.00 * i.oo
Shansincho 6 _ _ _ _
Kianglingchen 7 _ _ _ — _
Lulanchiao 8 ----- 5.00 3.00 1.00 1.00 1X0
Taowu 9 8.00 9.00 4.00 3.00 .50 .50
Molingkwan 10 — —

Ningkwofu Dist.

Ningkwofu 11 19.00 9.00 4.00 2.00 3.00
Shuiyang 12 _ 7.00 4.00 2.00 1.00 1.00
Hwangchih 13 — — — —

Wanpeh Dist.

Hochow 14
Pukiatih 15 _ _ _
Chichen 16 4 00 5.00 ; 2.00 1.00 1.00
Siliangshan 17 — — —

Wuhu Dist.

Second Street 18 25.00 38.64 14.00 10.00 2.00 2.00
Jchishan 19 38.51 41.05 16.00 12.CO 2.CO 2.(0
Taipingfu 20 — 15.30 i 5.00 2.00 1.00 2.C0
Tseisliih 21 _ _ — —

Siaotanyang 22 22.00 14.00 I 6.(0 5.00 — 1.C0
Powan 23 __ — —

Tikan 24 _ _ _ —

Hwanghu 25 _ 1 _ _ —

Y uintsao 26 6.50 9.00 3.50 2.00 1.00 .50
By Special 27 — _  | — — —

Totals 28 151.01 315.69 I 106.50 58.00 25.40 23.C0
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Conference Claimants Account ;
Nov. 15, 1939.

Invested Funds at 1938 Conference— Chinese Currency $ 8,971.14
Currenct a/c at 1939 Conference ..... ...................................... 1,618.84

Total .......................................................................  $10,589.98

Current Account for year 1938-1939
Balance on Hand last Conference 1938 . .  $ 1,618.84 
Payments due Claimants at Conference

1938 ..........................................................  300.00
Interest on all accounts ............................... 671.07 ’’
From Board of .Pensions & Relief i

(UJ3).$21) .............................................  129.90
Transferred from Permanent Fund . . . .  3,500.00

Total ...............................................  $ 6,219.81

Payments to Conference Claimants ...............  670.98

Current a/c .....................................  Balance $ 5,548.83 $ 5,548.83

INVESTED FUNDS
Shanghai Telephone Co. Debentures . .  3,471.14
Kingcheng Banking1 Corp. 'Fixed Deposit 2,0i0i0.00

Total .................................................  5,41.14 5,471.14

Current a/c & Invested Funds—.Nov. 15, 1938 Total $11,0*19.97

Jubilee Account
Nov. 15, 1939.

Invested Funds at 1938 Conference (Chinese Currency) $ 2,424.52
Current Account at 1938 ............................................................  3,3^6.36

Total .......................................................................  $ 5,,8280.88

JUBILEE CURRENT a/c 1938-1989
Balance on hand at 1938 Conference.............  $ 3,396.36
Interest Dspostits less taxes, etc.......................  283.05
From A. & Ol Bank Liquidation........................ 170.67

Total ...............................................  $ 3,850.08 $ 3350.08

Invested Funds a tl'939 Conference .S.C. & S.
Bank Fixed Deposit ..................................... ,21,424.52 2,424.52

Current a/c & Invested Fund, Nov. 16, 1939 Total $ 6,274.60

Respectfully submitted. *
Lyman L. H ale, Treasurer,



VIII.
ROLL OF THE READ

Members of the Mission 
Turn to page of the 1936 record which remains unchanged in 1939 

Members of the Conference 
Turn to page 81 the 193f6 record which remains unchanged except 

for the following n a t a t i o n s ___________ __________________

Date of death Name Place of burial

1937 Li Yuin Shen Shanghai
1938 Li Ch’uen Fan Shaig ai
1938 W. C. Longden America

HISTORICAL REGISTER

Annual Meetings ‘
Central China Mission 

Central China Mission Conference 
Turn to page 821-93' of the 1936 record which remains unchanged in 1939 

General Conference Delegates 
Turn to page 83 of the lOSS record which remains unchanged in 1939

Eastern Asia 
Central Conference Delegates 

Turn to page 86 of the 1936 record which remains unchanged in 1939 
except for the following notation.

_____________________General Confevencs Delegates_______

Year
Ministerial I ay

Delegate Reserve Delegate Reserve

1940 Handel Lee L. L. Ha’e Luther Kiang H. C. Kao

Missionaries of the Board 
Turn to pages 84-85 of the 193'6 record which remains unchanged in 

1939 except for the following notations:_______

Members Date of joining Connection ceased Deceased

Lcngden W. C. 1938
Harmor .GladysC. 1928 1937

Members of the Conference 
Turn to pages 87-89 of the 1936 record which remain unchanged in 

1939 except for the following notations:__________________________

M em b ers R e c ’d  on  
tria l

R e c ’ d  in to  
F u ll 

M e m b e r
sh ip

O rd a in ed
D ea con

O rd ia n ed
E ld er

C o n n e c t io n
C eased D e ce a se d

Li Yuin Shen 1897 1901 1901 1905 _ 1937
Li Ch’uen Fan 1908 1910 1910 1914 — 1938
Longden W. C. 1883 1885 1885 1887 1916. 1938



X.

Members
DIRECTORIES 

Members under Appointment

Cheo Li-san Wuhu Anhui

Chu Shih-yen Jt Wesley, Nanking

Hale, Lyman L. s§. Jk Chinkiang

Jones, F. P. Nanking Theological 
Seminary

Kob Chin-teh Ichishan, Wuhu

Lee, Handel Nanking Theological 
Seminary

Ling Ping-ch’en Ningkwohsien, An.

Liu Wei-i Wuhu, An.

Shen Pan-yen st W & Nanking

Shen Yu-shu at & # Nanking

Shu Hsien-ping Lulanchiao, Ku.

Ts’ui Tsung-feng & % fp Yuhsin Kiai, Chinkiang, Ku.

Ts’u Ming-kwan %  13 JL Ningkwo-fu, An.

Ts’u Yu-ho %  i Shihchiao, Szechuan

Wang Shih-hsi 3. 1* Kuilan, Nanking

Wang Ming-teh it  w a Nanking, Ku.

Wu Ch’uen-ho Tanyangchen, An.

Yu Yung-kiang ^ Yuintsao



Members on Furlough

Illick J. T. i f  £  Syracuse, N. Y.

F. C. Gale % Berkeley, Cal.

Members in Retired Relation

Bowen, Arthur & X  Pasadena, Cal.

James, Edward Los Angeles, Cal.

Tung Yuin-seng lit'S; M. Tsingtao, Shantung

Wilson, W. F. % Arcadia, Cal.

Members in Supernumerary Relation

Chen Hsi-shen Jip Wuhu

Shen Kia-yu ^  Hankow

Hummel, W. F. M Los Angeles

Probationers
Chu Chi-seng Tanyang, Ku.

Yen Yu-tang A  Shuiyang, via Wuhu, An.

Local Preachers 
Local Elders under Appointment

Ts’ing Yuen-ching &  ' Chihchen, Chuantsiao, An.

1939 MEMBIRS

Local Preachers under Appointment

Liu Li-shen Taowu, Nanking, Ku
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General Board Missionaries 
Missionaries on the Field

Brown R.E., M.D. and Mrs. Brown ......................{£, ^|)
Wuhu General Hospital, Wuhu

Hale, Rev. Lyman, L., and Mrs. Hale ............... j£.)
Taikushan, Chinkiang, Ku.

Jones, Rev. F. P., and Mrs. Jones......... • • - $r)
Nanking Theological Seminary, Shanghai.

Steward, Albert N., Ph.D., and Mrs. Steward . . . ( ;£  -jfe ffli) 
University, of Nanking, Nanking

Trimmer, C.S., M.D. and Mrs. Trimmer..............(J& ■% Sf)
University Hospital Nanking.

Watters Hyla S., M.D........................................•••(#- i% f t )
Wuhu General Hospital, Wuhu.

Missionaries at Home
Gale, Rev. Frank C., and Mrs. Gale, M.D........... .*&)

Berkeley, California
Illick, J. Theron, Ph.D., and Mrs. Illick ............. ( i f  t% $L)

Syracuse, N. Y.

Central China Mission
Executive Committee:—

Chairman:—A. N. Steward 
Secretary-Treasurer:—L. L. Hale.

Nanking Property Committee:—
A. N. Steward Chairman, F. P. Jones, H. L. Sone, 
C. S. Trimmer.

Chinkiang Property Committee:—L. L. Hale,
Wuhu Property Committee:— R. E. Brown.
Furniture Committee:—

Mrs. C. S. Trimmer Chairman,
Representatives University of Nanking:-—■

Bishop Ward.
Reserves:—L. L. Hale

Ruling Methodist Sanatorium Committee:—
Term expires in 1940—L. L. Hale.

1941—A. N. Steward.

i



CHRONOLOGICAL ROLL OF THE CONFERENCE

XI.

Members
1900 Bowen, Arthur J...........................  ̂ _ X.
1901 Wilson, Wilbur F...................................... % IE £. (R)
1907 Tung Yuin-seng ................................. Jt (R)
1909 Ts’u Yu-ho ...........................................S.

1914 James, Edw. (1896-1906) ................... jgj 4  -ft W
1915 Hale, Lyman L...................................... ft is
1916 Ts’u Ming-kwan ...................................^
1916 Hummel, William F...............................f£ M (s)
1917 Chen Hsi-shen .....................................$|3 ^  (S)
1919 Liu W ei-i.......... : .................................. |g]
1919 Lee Handel Y. Y.................................... ^  ££
1919 Wang Shih-hsi .....................................i  1# $£
1919 Yang Wang-chung ............................... }|? ^  (S)
1920 Iliick J. Theron ...................................^  ft  & (F)
1922 Ling Ping C h 'en ...................................JSL
1922 Shen Kia-yu .........................................;>t Jr $£
1923 Gale, F. C. (1909-12) ........................... % ft, (F)
1923 Shen Yu-shu .........................................St ■£> #
1924 Koh Chin-teh.........................................fp -ft

(R) Retired Relationship.

(S )  Supernumerary Relationship. 

(F) On Furlough in America.
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A

1929 Ts’ui Ts'ung-feng.........................

m

1931 Cheo Li-san ..................................... JL

1932 Cheo Shen ....................................... &
1932 Shen F&n ŷen ............................... n

1932 Shu Hsien-ping ................. ........... . . .4 f «■
1933 Wang Ming-teh ............................... .. -it m

1936 Yu Yung-kiang............................... ...-fr & 1L

1939 Wu Ch’uen-ho......................... *

Probationers

1933 Yen Yu-tang ...................................

1939 Chu Chi-seng................................... £

Accepted Supply Pastors
1923 Ts’ing Yuen-ching ................... ..............^  ^  &  (E>

1936 Liu Ii-shen . . ..................... ........ ............ I$]

(D) Deacon.

(E) Elder.
N o te :— The dates in this record are a recent feature and any 

errors should be reported to the Secretary, F. C. Gale, Nanking.
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