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EDITORIAL.

O n e  U n it e d  C h u r c h  in  S z e c h u a n .

In  com ing to the consideration of Church U nion, in 
distinction  from  the U nity of the Church, it is well to review 
w hat has been attem pted in the past. There is scarcely any 
need to em phasize the fact that the A dvisory Board, esta
blished in  1899, was not an attem pt to bring about one 
United Church in W est China. T he purpose of the Board lay 
m ainly in the direction  o f a distribution of the several m is
sions then at work in the three provinces o f K w eich ow , 
Y un nan  and Szechuan in such a way that as speedily as 
possible this vast area should be occupied by Christian M is
sions, and that there should be the least possible am ount of 
overlapping. This was an enterprise sponsored by missions 
and not by any church, for the latter, where it existed, was 
at that tim e in em bryo form  on ly . M uch discussion occurred 
at various tim es as to just what constituted occu pation ”  of 
a section of territory. Som e m issions planned to place m is
sionaries in all the prefectural and district cities in their 
alloted area. Others thought it belter strongly to occupy the 
prefectural cities and leave the district cities and larger market 
towns for the com ing Chinese church to evangelize. H ence, 
som e m issions appear to have m ore effectively occupied  their 
territory than others. In all this p lanning and w orking the 
Chinese Christians seem to have had little to say.

But it w ould naturally and logically  follow  that, once a 
num ber of churches had been founded, both the missionaries 
and the church leaders w ould  be led in the spirit o f unity 
that prevailed in W est China to the question of further and 
m ore com plete organic u nion . It was this question w hich  
cam e before the W est China M issionary Conference w hich  was
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held in Chengtu in January, 1908. A  fu ll report of this 
subject with verbatim  discussion and the leading papers read 
is to be found in 'W est China M issionary Conference’ ’ 
published by  the A dv isory  Board and printed at the Canadian 
M ethodist M ission Press, Chengtu. The w hole o f T h u rsd a y , 
January 30th, was devoted to this m atter. The first paper 
was read b y  B ishop B ashford, the second by  D r. 0 .  L. 
K ilb orn , the th ird  by  M r. R . J. D avidson and the fourth  by  
Rev. C. H . Parsons. Then follow ed a m ost lively discussion 
w hich  resulted in  a resolution favoring ‘ one Protestant 
Christian Church for W est China. ”  A nother resolution called 
for ‘ ‘ A body  to be called ‘ The Standing Com m ittee on Church 
U nion ’ . This com m ittee was form ed by  each m ission ap
poin tin g  two representatives to it . In all this there was no 
attem pt to add Chinese to this com m ittee. Then the m ost 
practical resolution of the day was presented, discussed and 
carried : Resolved; That whereas all Christian M issions
laboring in W est China have for their aim  the establishm ent 
o f the K in gdom  of G o d ; and, whereas there is a sincere desire 
for m ore cooperation  and a closer union o f our Churches; this 
Conference recom m ends the free interchange of fu ll m em bers, 
upon  a recom endation  from  the pastor of the Church from  
which they c o m e .”

A fter having worked on  the Com m ittee on Church U nion 
for a num ber o f years; and after having served as pastor of a 
Chinese church  and after having witnessed the actual w orking 
out of this resolution in som e of the churches in this province, 
we feel free to say that this free interchange o f  m em bers am ong 
the churches in  Szechuan is the longest step that has been 
taken towards one united church in A Vest China. M uch other 
w ork has been done, w hich  was necessary to such a united 
chu rch , but the one practica l step to such a u nion  is this of 
the free interchange o f m em bers am ong the several sections 
o f  the church  of G-od, is the place at w hich  to begin in our 
search for an organically  united  church .

There were different views presented to that conference 
in  1908. Som e very cogent reasons were put forth for Church 
F ederation ; one o f these being that there was grave danger 
that in attem pting to bring  about absolute U nion we m ight 
m iss the nearer objective o f  F ederation. It was also sug
gested that Federation was a m uch w ider basis on w hich  to 
bu ild  an u ltim ate U nited Church. But it was evident from  
the beginning o f the m orn ing  session that a federated church  
w ould  not satisfy the m ajority  o f  the conference. L ook ing  
back across the years, one is frank to  say that we did  lose
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som ething in 1908; and it is on ly  honesty that com pels us to 
say that, on the whole and in the long run it was fortunate 
that we lost Church Union as it was conceived by the W est 
C hina M issionary Conference. H ad we gained it, it would 
have been a union im posed upon the nascent church by 
western Christians. That church had not com e into self
consciousness. It was all too ready to say ‘ Swei bien shien 
sen ”  to any and every proposition offered to it by the m is
sionary. It had no trained m inistry that could grasp the 
significance of what those western brethren were trying to do. 
So we lost church u nion— and we lost federation as w ell. It 
is not going beyond the facts to say that to-day  in Szechuan 
there is less interest in the subject of Church U nion, and in  
Federation , than there was in the years im m ediately follow ing 
the W est China M issionary Conference. Perhaps the m is
take was m ade o f centering so m uch of our tim e and effort on 
the statement of doctrine. Perhaps the change in personel in 
the com m ittee m ade for m isunderstanding of what we were 
trying to accom plish . Perhaps some o f the m em bers of the 
com m ittee feared the possibility  of u n ion ; for it would cause 
endless difficulties with their H om e Boards. Others may 
n ot have wanted to enter a united chu rch , for they felt they 
cou ld  never feel at hom e in it— they would look w istfully back 
at their own dear Z ion  and wish for those quiet restful services 
o f old . There m ay have been other reasons, but whether 
there were or not, we lost Church U nion and Federation for 
W est China.

The nearest we cam e to it was in the Prefectural Con
vention  w hich was established in certain areas and continued 
for a tim e. This was a union of the churches in the prefect
ure and the work that it d id  was m ainly educational. But 
it died out because Church U nion died out.

W ith  this brief epitom e of the history of Church U nion 
before us, it behoves all of us to give serious and prayerful 
thought to this n ext attem pt to bring the Christian forces into 
one united bod y . It w ill not do to linger along the fringes 
o f  this project and deal academ ically  w ith it. W e cannot 
get this matter into a vacuum . It must be dealt with as a 
liv in g  question that has its great possibilities and its grave 
dangers. Can the churches that are liv ing and w orking in 
connection  with the several m issions in this province attain 
unto an organic union? T hat is the question ; and we p ro 
pose to com e back to it in future issues of the N e w s .

Be Sure to Read the Article on the Killing Conference.
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T h e  K u l in g  Co n f e r e n c e .

G . W . S p a r l i n g .

The Conference held at K u lin g  from  Ju ly  18-28 was 
called under the auspices o f the Religious Education  D epart
m ent of the N ational Christian Conference w ho were hold in g  
their A nnual M eeting at that tim e. It had been decided to 
enlarge the scope o f the m eeting and to invite, besides the 
m em bers of the R eligious Education  F ellow ship , A dm in istra
tors of Churches and M issions and representatives from  all 
Theologica l Sem inaries throughout China. Thus the m eet
ing  was a very inclusive and com prehensive one and was the 
first o f its kind in the h istory  of m ission work in China. 
W hen the meeting was first planned the am bitious aim of the 
com m ittee was for a m em bership of one hundred, but the 
actual enrolm ent reached one hundred and eleven am ong 
w hom  were four bishops, several college Presidents, m any 
responsible adm inistrators and teachers.

T he difcussions included  in the conference m ight be 
d ivided into three m ain top ics, nam ely: The Progress and
Function  of the Church in C hina; The Church at W ork  as 
reported by the Religious Education Fellow ship, and the 
E ducation  and T raining of the Leadership necessary for such 
a Task. D uring the first two or three days of the discussions, 
the conviction  was deepened that the church  has found a 
perm anent place in China and has before it a trem endous 
task. It is im possible in a short article to report fu lly  the 
ideas and conceptions of the church  that were presented but 
we m ight tell c-f the presentation of the subject by P rof. T .
C. Chao of Y en ch in g  U niversity, w ho on the second evening 
o f the m eeting gave an address on ‘ ‘ The M eaning of the 
Christian C h u rch .”  H is presentation of his them e was 
w orthy of the highest praise and revealed to us w ho had not 
known D r. Chao the deep religons insight and the intellectual 
m agnitude of the m an. The Church, he said, is a place 
where souls are m ade and personality is developed. Our task 
on earth is to prepare our souls for life in this world and for 
life in the w orld to com e. This can be done on ly as we are 
v ita lly  related to G o d ; for the soul cou ld  not live unless in 
organic relation w ith G od. Our ethical life must be grounded 
in  relig ion , for on ly  as we are r igh tly  related to God can we 
be rightly  related to other hum an beings. Through  o n e ’ s 
right relations w ith m en he is led to a true relation w ith 
G o d ; and through right relations with G od he is led to a true
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relation wtth m en. Our religion is what we do in all our 
relationships w ith m en and with G od ; and the work o f the 
Church is to lead men into this right relationship. Success 
in  this will largely depend upon our conception  o f G od, so 
the task of the church is to teach a theology which is suitable 
for the Chinese people am ong whom  at the present tim e the 
idea of G od is very vague. The Church is the place where 
hum an beings should be taught how to relate themselves to 
to the Cosm ic Reality behind all, w hich  we call G od, and 
this is the function  of w orship.

A n d  the church  must speak with authority to-day. 
China, at this tim e, lacks m oral and spiritual leadership and 
this the church must supply. If the church does not speak 
with authority in m oral affairs it is not true to its function . 
T his authority is lodged in the group and if it is to be true, 
three qualifications are necessary in the individual m em bers 
o f the group. They must have a clear, vital religious ex 
perience with h igh moral character and deep, profound 
learning. O nly as all o f these qualifications are present will 
the church  be able and worth to speak to a nation with au
thority. A church cannot be a church without a theology, 
for learning of all kinds is o f God as truly as is religious e x 
perience. A n d the leaders of the church must have such 
qualifications, for the church has no foundation  except in life 
and thought, and without these essentials the church  w ill 
not have m uch m eaning in a society, and men like this w ill 
be appreciated in China. Som etim es we hear people say 
that m en of genius w ill not com e into the ch u rch — the church 
should produce them .

And the church should speak w ith a prophetic voice in 
difficult times. Up to the present the church  seems to have 
been trying to find itself and to adjust itself to existing con 
ditions and has thus m aintained an opportunistic attitude. 
As a result the prophetic voices of China are arising outside 
of the church and are calling to m ethods and ideas w hich are 
n ot properly grounded and thus they are false prophets. The 
church must provide this voice for it is grounded in religion, 
and on ly in relation to G od and founded in God can the true 
note be sounded— a note strong and clear against both social 
and political in justice. A n d  then the church becom es an 
organization for the carrying out of a program  of social welf
are in the com m unity . A n d the church must train m en for 
all walks o f life , not on ly  for the m inistry for it is on ly one 
form  o f real leadership.
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This report o f D r. C hao’ s address has been given at some 
length not because it was the m ost outstanding address, for 
there were several approaching the subject from  a different 
angle, but m ain ly  because he seemed to show clearlj" the 
pleace of the church in a com m unity  from  w hich  the con 
ference could proceed to outline the program  o f the church 
and to discuss the kind of training that its leadership should 
have. It served as a background for the future sessions when 
the m ore direct question of Education  for Service w ithin the 
Church in China was the m ain them e.

It is im possible to report at greater length, but a few 
im pressions carried from  the Conference m ight be m entioned. 
The m ost outstanding to m e was the ability , insight, and true 
devotion of our Chinese Leaders. Less than half o f the 
personnel were were Chinese but th is was inevitable due to 
the nature of the conference; for it was desirable that those 
present should be the individuals doin g  the task, irrespective 
o f nationality. The addresses and speeches m ade, w'ith two 
or three exceptions, were all in E nglish , w hich  greatly 
facilitated the conference as it was necessary that D r. W eigle 
m igh t know  everything that was said. In spite o f the 
handicap of language, m any o f the best contributions to the 
discussions were m ade by  Chinese speakers. They spoke w ith 
the conviction  o f the need of a true church in China and em 
phasized, w ithout any dem ur, the need of a h ighly trained 
m inistry. T hey w ould not entertain for a m om ent a sugges
tion m ade by a m issionary that perhaps the church in China 
w ould not need a trained and paid m inistry. A t the same 
tim e great em phasis was laid upon lay leadership w ithin the 
church  and every m em ber should have som e work to do. In  
fact, one speaker told  of the ordination  of lay leaders, with 
full pow er to adm inister the sacram ents, though he believed 
it was a tem porary measure.

The place of wom en w ithin the church is ever expan d 
ing. Practically all T heological Sem inaries are co-educational 
and one institution  w hich  has existed for the training of 
w om en reported that next year they are adm itting a class o f  
m en . A lready som e wom en have been ordained to the fu ll 
rights of the Christian m inistry. A  strong opin ion  was e x 
pressed that institutions should not be duplicated but m en 
and wom en should be trained w ith the same curricu lum .

A n  outline was given of all Theological Sem inaries in 
China, this nam e in cluding  institutions adm itting students 
o f qualifications of Junior M iddle School graduation and 
above. There are two post-graduate institutions, four requir
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ing Senior M iddle School graduation and five requiring Junior 
M iddle School. These are all union , besides w hich there are 
a num ber o f  denom inational seminaries of various grades. It 
was hoped that soon all the institutions doing this work 
should require Senior M iddle School graduation, but, for the 
present, circum stances dem and others.

One felt that the problem  is one for all China and any 
solution  discoverd o f a problem  in one section will probably 
be useful in another. T o  make possible mutual assistance in 
the future a Theological Association was organized, including 
all sem inaries. W e will henceforth work at our problem s 
together for they are as difficu lt in one place as in another. 
T h e Chairm an, Rev. F. W . Price, put this idea succinctly  in 
a story. A  little boy  was visiting for dinner and when the 
meat course was passed, he was asked by his hostess if she 
m ight cut his meat for h im . No thank you , he said, I 'm  
used to it ; we have just as tough meat at hom e!

A full report of the F indings of t.he Conference will be 
issued under the nam e o f the Survey Com m ittee, including 
D r. W eig le ’s separate reports, and will be printed in English 
and Chinese. E very m issionary in this kind of work should 
have a co p y ; and an effort should be m ade to get as m any 
copies as possible in to the hands of oar  Chinese Leaders. 
These m ay be ordered from  D r. C. S. M iao of the National 
Christian Council, M is s io n s  B uild ing , Shanghai; or if any 
will so indicate I  will order sufficient to supply those who 
wish a copy.

W rite to D r. Sparling at— West China Union
U niversity, Cbength. (,Ed.)

C O N TR O LS W H IC H  A F F E C T  M IS S IO N A R IE S : 
A F R IC A  A N D  C H IN A .

J. H . E d a g a r .

(N ote : “ This paper deals w ith Protestant M ission?
exclu sively . But that does not suggest any lack o f appreci
ation , or reverence for, num erous great Catholic missionaries 
in both countries. The writer is, unfortunately , not an 
authority  on the Agents of the Propaganda. F or instance, 
because -of this lim itation  he cannot affirm that the Rev.
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P. W . Schm idt, an H onorary M em ber o f the R. A . I . ,  and in 
China now on a visit, was form erly a m issionary in A frica. 
But as regards China, even with libraries hundreds of miles 
away, he can m ention R icci, Schaal, Premare, H ue and Gabet, 
D avid , DesG odins and m any others w ho in certain respects 
m ust be considered unique. J .H .E .)

W hen reading the January-June address o f the President 
o f the R oyal A nthropologica l Institute the question kept 
com ing up 'w h y  has A frica  produced so m any missionaries 
o f a very high o rd er .”  W e m entioned the matter to the 
erudite editor of the N E W S and the echo cam e back “'W h y ? ' ’ 
and with a suggestion that an essay on the subject would be 
w elcom e if China was kept in the background as a land that 
w ould suffer by com parison. W e do not entirely accept the 
bon a fidesof the w ily student of "  V olp on e” , “ Tam bourlane” , 
and the “ Duchess of M a ltr ’ . but as the request suits our 
purpose, we shall endeavor to show that A frica and China as 
M ission F ields are not the m ost suitable subjects for an 
unequivical com parison.

The suggestion that China lags behind British A frica  in 
the production  of great m issionaries requires proof, but in 
the m eanw hile let the assum ption pass. That A frica has 
had greatmissionaries, who having slipped into the lim elight, 
remain to-day as norm s and guides to their brethren in 
O hina, no one would deny. W e also agree that it would be 
a profitable exercise to enum erate and classify them , but 
esist the tem ptation and confine ourselves to types. First 
com es M offat, one of the greatest of missionaries. Next is 
Livingitone, who put A frica  on the maps, and had exper
iences with lions. Then there was M ackay of Uganda w ho 
consecrated an engineer’ s training to G od for tire Negro. 
Mary Slessor, too, by unusual m ethods becam e the H eroine 
on the W est of the same continent. D r. Junod was su flici- 
enthT versatile to becom e an honorary m em ber o f learned 
societies in E n glan d ; and last year the Rev. E , W . Sm ith 
was President of the Royal A nthropologica l Institute. W e 
m ust also m ention Dan Crawford who lived in  “ the long 
grass’ ’ for a period extended enough to m ake him  (a lm ost) 

‘ B lack ”  psych o log ica lly ; and Schweitzer the French Protest
ant with four or five d octor ’ s degrees, w ho labors in a clim ate 
■which plays havoc with negroes and pianos (see de Quatref- 
ages: “ The H um an Species” , pge 217) and supports his
mission by interpreting Bach to European audiences.

Unless A frica  has been favored with men o f superior 
m ind  calibre we m ust assume a field m ore suitable to hum an
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genius; an urge that will harm onize with conditions: and a 
political policy  that aims at conserving results. W e certainly 
think A frica presented innum erable opportunities to a great 
variety of hum an m inds. It is perhaps the m ost all round 
wonderful land on Earth. Adventurous spirits o f all ages 
have had their eyes focussed on it. Som e set out to solve 
m ysteries; and others to steal slaves for the mines and plan 
tations in Am erica or the harems of southern Europe and 
Asia. It was a land of deserts, forests, jungles, lakes, m oun
tains, rivers, and ruins. The botanist had a virgin field, and 
the student of natural history could hunt the okapi, the zebra, 
the giraffe, the h ippopotam us, the rhinoceros, the hyena, 
ostrich and buffalo, as well as the lion, gorilla, crocodile, 
and elephant. A n d so it was; men with their im aginations 
fired set out in the interests of unconstructive adventure, or to 
find the fountains of the Nile, the realms of Prester John, the 
H appy Valley of Rasselas, or the M ountains of the M oon. But 
to those anthropologically  m inded the call was even more 
im perative. It was a land of yellow , red or coal black 
negroes; it had a Christian kingdom  dating from  the 5th 
century. A .D .;  the agents of M oham m ed were m ilitant and 
successful; and alt.ho’ Barbary pirates and the ‘ Dey of T u n is”  
are ancient history, the A rab slavers, a generation ago, were 
decim ating the inland tribes. Then A frica pre-em inently 
offered opportunities for studying com plex  m igrations; 
prim itive civilizations, alm ost subhuman bushm en, cannibal 
pigm ies, feasts with hum an flesh on the m enus, physical 
abnorm alities, barbarous m utilations, and abundant reactions 
from  the im pacts of alien civilizations.

But curiosity was not on ly directed tow ards stones 
and bones and nasty stories about natives” . In the m ajor
ity of cases men had becom e assured that there was a future 
for the A frican , and the religion and politics of England 
could not on ly start him  in the right direction but by her 
conquest on land and sea safeguard his van and protect both 
his flanks. A t least this was accepted as a w orking h yp o
thesis by m issionary statesmen who were eagerly waiting for 
an opportunity to add their Q .E .D . Their successes w ould 
not all reach the same level. In som e cases their proteges 
w ould never be m ore than Gibeonites to the Israelites; others 
m ight be, potentially, capable of adding a new stratum.to the 
conquering race; and som e m ight so develop that they would 
in  tim e rule independently and beneficently in the w orld . 
H ere the scientist, the statesmen and the m issionary must 
jo in  hands. The traditions, history and national psychology
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o f  the negro groups w ould all be of great value. H ow  w ill 
they react to the shock of an alien civilization? In what 
doses shall it be given to them ? T o what extent can it be 
diluted with what is good and valuable in their own politics 
and custom s? A n d  to what extent will a tyrannical past and 
elephantiasis of the racial Ego nullify  the best endeavors of 
the Suzerains? Answers will not be readily forthcom ing nor 
w ill they be u n iform . But in A frica  legislators have sensed 
the difficulties and seem to have, in  m any  capes, made 
praiseworthy efforts to solve them in a way favorable to the 
A frican . In  other words, the days of exp loiting  native races 
w ithout relation to their future welfare was to be a th ing of 
the past. This, o f course, gave the m issionary his grand 
opp ortu n ity , and we find m en em inent in all branches of 
knowledge offering their services in order that the A frican  
m ight becom e a good Christian and a loyal, useful, and c o n 
tented subject of the white k ing. Indeed, the m issionary 
bod y  was, with its individual gifts, like a large laboratory 
w ith  equipm ent ready to deal efficiently with the most diverse 
problem s. Specifically  it was to wean the A frican  from  
idolatry  and enable him  by  all legitim ate m eans to live and 
develop in the new and invigorating atm osphere of Christian
ity . This latter, the developing under favorable conditions, 
was o f great im portance. An environm ent of expressed hos
tility , com bined  w ith the natural tendency to jo in  the herd, 
w ithout a strong counteracting pull, in most, case- w ould be 
fatal. But in A frica  conversion  to Christianity would m ean 
also allegiance to a G overnm ent, the Head of which was the 
D efender of the Faith. The break with his Social and 
P olitical Past w ould not be a heartbreaking experience. The 
A frican  was not as a rule tantalizing his m ind with visions 
o f Universal Pow er. Indeed, his G overnm ent was norm ally  
in  a state of unstable equ ilibriu m .’ ’ T h at his fate w ould 
be u ltim ately incorporation  in to  the Com m onwealth of the 
irrestible A lien , was a foregone conclusion . But if  it did not 
m ean exterm ination  or hopeless slavery opposition  w ould not 
suggest itself. T he m issionary had always been the cham pion  
o f the negro and would continue to be a friend at Court. A n d  
there was noth ing  to fear from  the G overnm ent w hich was 
advocating the “ Indirect Rule P o licy ” . This am ong other 
things left him  w ith  his native languages, and all custom s 
and political ideas of a useful k ind were allowed full p lay in 
the task of w orking out his own salvation. This w ould 
m od ify  the tendency to idealize the Past, the pow er of a per
verted psychology , or the easily engendered race hatred. So
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with the native suspicions allayed, freedom  of action guar
anteed, peace and prosperity a reasonable expectation, and 
equality in  the K in gdom  o f G od reiterated. “ The G ood 
G rou n d”  was in excellent cond ition . W e in China while 
rejoicing and giving thanks to G od must adm it that our p ro
blem s are often of a different and m ore serious k ind. Take, 
for instance, the question of mass m ovem ents. In  China 
they present difficulties of m any kinds. They may becom e 
anti-national, and even when not, a charge o f this -nature 
m ay be an excuse for persecution and X enoph obia . In  most 
cases it is im possible for the m issionary to meet the mass ex 
pectations or supply the atmosphere necessary in  their case 
fo r  a healthy grow th. But in A frica , where accepting Chris
tianity they frankly  changed their politics, the urges are 
away from , not towards, the old life. In other words, we 
m ust recognize our A frican  missionaries as scholars and 
statesmen. T hey surveyed the field and popularized it, 
and com prehending  the problem s and analysing them , pre
sented solutions favorable to the natives and in accord with 
Im peria l policies. A n d in the course of time it was not only 
easy for the natives to m ake a Christian profession but to 
express their faith in conduct. This in turn w ould induce 
philanthropists in the H om e Lands to com e forward with 
support. Recruits, also, w ould not be wanting, nor rewards 
and pu blic recognition for the Great Hearts who had solved 
problem s and overcom e difficulties.

M uch of what has been said cannot be true of China. 
T h e  country has not the rom antic appeal, and society is too 
com m on p lace  to engender enthusiasm . There is a general 
belief that China has little that is new. H er Natural H is
tory , Botany, Ethnography, G eography, G eology and H istory 
have never been popularized as were the A frican  counterparts 
of the same sciences. Perhaps this is explained by an u n 
com prom isin g  past, and a healthy racial Ego m aking the 
trend o f the ' spheres of in fluence”  uncertain to the poin t of 
abortiveness. And so China has rem ained an alien land, 
jealous and suspicious of western progress and m ethods, 
and apt to m isunderstand European ph ilanthropic in 
tentions. Mass m ovem ents Christwards m ight indicate 
irredentism  of a European brand. H ence, unfortunately, to 
m a n y  the acceptance o f Christianity seems the first step 
tow ards national apostacy. Indeed, w ithout any guarantee 
against persecution, coercion , and countless hostile m ove
m ents, the Foreign R eligion  depends for its existence on in 
d iv idu al faith and character. F rom  the standpoint, also of
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those who support m issions and reward m issionaries the 
worker in China is adding noth ing of value to the E m pire. 
A ll that he owes to his country is being offered to an alien as 
a g ift. But it is futile to continue. The differences are 
clear enough to give us a suspicion that the greater popularity 
o f the A frican m issionary m ust be explained by the choice o f 
a field rather than the quality of the personnel. W hat w ould 
A frica  have m ade of M orrison, Legge, Gutzlafi. W ylie , Joh n , 
and James H udson T ay lor; or statesmen like D. E . H oste, 
W . Cassels, and 0 .  L. K ilb orn ?  A n d what about Sir M on 
tague Beaucham p? Again put W . Upcraft and H arry Open- 
shaw in A frica  with a mass m ovem ent and a friendly  govern
m ent in the offing, and Church H istory would have a new 
chapter, perhaps a new book . There is no reason either w hy
D . C. Graham should not, in the near future, have m ore 
degrees than Schweitzer; or that W . R . Morse should not fill 
the chair of the R .A .I .  A gain, if  L . G . K ilborn  had the 
opportunities, safeguards, and urges peculiar to A frica , and 
chose to accept them , W est China w ould have a busy tim e 
redirecting congratulations. And if faith ful service for the 
distressed during a generation could be appraised in China as 
in A frica his m other, Mrs. R . G . K ilb orn , M .D ., w ould be 
conspicuous in  the galaxy of fam ous m issionary w om en..

T H E  SO U RCE O F P O W E R *

L e s l i e  G . K i l b o r n

W hen D r. Sherwood E ddy  was in Chengtn his message 
to the students of this city w:is threefold. (.1) China faces 
m any difficult problem s. (2) China needs a new source o f 
pow er, a new sp irit, to enable her to solve her problem s. (3 ) 
Such a new pow er and new spirit can be found in the Chris
tian way o f  life.

*Addreas given from notes to the students of the W est China 
Union University, December 2,1934. The address was delivered in 
Chinese, and this English copy was snbseqaently written out at the 
request of the editor from rather sketchy notes.
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The newspapers of Chengtu, when they reported D r. 
E dd y ’ s m eetings, largely agreed with the first m entioned two 
aspects of his message, but they severely criticized him  for 
m aintaining that power could  be found in Jesus’ way of life. 
H ow ever, their criticism s were largely m ade up of the old, 
outw orn Com m unist slogans that religion is the opiate of the 
people, that religion is superstition, and so obviously could 
furnish no power for the solutions of C h ina ’s problem s.

T o-n igh t we shall for a tim e exam ine in to this problem , 
and we shall endeavor to seek an answer to the prob lem ; 
what is the source of power?

First let us confine ourselves to the m aterial w orld. From  
whence does physical power com e? W h at is the source of 
physical energy? As we watch a m achine at w ork, we say 
that the m achine has power. It has power because it ac
com plishes w ork. From  whence com es that pow er? Obviously 
it is power that is stored in the fuel consum ed by the m achine, 
in the coai or in  the oil that is burned. The power is m erely 
released by com bustion . Some of the stored energy has be
com e converted into heat, and som e is utilized for the p ro
duction of w ork. Or we may be thinking of the production  
of electrical energy by a dynam o made to revolve by the force 
o f running water. The electricity so produced lights cities, 
m oves m achinery, does w ork . But again it is m erely released 
energy, previously stored when the water «-as got into the 
higher position . The fall of the water from  the higher to the 
lower position releases this stored up kinetic energy, and part 
of it is transform ed into work. Because m achinery can utilize 
the stored energy of fuel or the stored pow er in water running 
down hill, we som etim es are inclined to think of m achinery 
as a source of pow er. W e see the trem endous results that 
com e from  the use of m achinery, huge loads arc transported, 
great buildings are erected, and the w orld ’ s stock of goods is 
increased at a rem arkable speed. A n d  like Russia we bow 
dow n and w orship the m achine. Power resides in the 
m a ch in e !

But let us th ink clearly , and we at once see that that is 
not so. The m achine m erely utilizes the stored energy. The 
energy has been stored for thousands o f years in the coal. 
T he power is in the coal, then. But is it? Let us stack a 
pile of coal as high as the clock  tower in  the m iddle o f our 
cam pus, and set it afire. Energy is released, but it is all 
wasted as heat. No work is done. We can hardly say that 
the coal alone is the source of pow er. N or can we say that 
com bustion  is the source of pow er. N or, obviously  is the
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m achine alone the source of pow er. A ll must be suitably 
com bined . And how ? T hat is our problem .

Suppose we consider the steam engine. The steam 
engine uses coal to boil water. The steam from  the boiling 
water does the w ork. From  very early tim es probably  even 
prim itive m an was able to boil water, yet prim itive m an had 
no steam engine. But one day a man noticed that the steam 
from  the water boiling in a kettle raised the lid  of the kettle, 
in other words he noticed that work was being done b jf that 
steam . Now steam had been doing such work for m any 
thousands of years before anyone noticed that it was w ork. 
Then a certain m an observed that when water was boiled 
w ork could be done, and he took further thought and said to 
h im self: T f  steam can work to raise the lid o f a kettle, why
should not steam be m ade to do other form s of w ork? Steam 
'obviously  has pressure. Then if we can get enough steam , 
surely we can get enough pressure to do work o f im portance.''’ 
A n d  so, from  the observations and thought of one man the 
steam engine was first invented.

So, to com e back to our original question, what is the 
■source of pow er in  the m ach ine? W e shall have to say that 
it was originally  the inventive ability  of m an. It was man 
w ho observed certain natural phenom ena; from  his observa
tions he drew certain conclusions; he tested his conclusions 
by  further experim ents; they stood the test; on the basis of 
his observations and conclusions be bu ilt a steam engine; it 
w orked, and converted the energy stored in coal in to w ork. 
A n d  so the source of pow er was in the inventive genius of 
m an, and the inventive genius of m an was only observation 
-of nature until from  his observations he drew certain con 
clusions, w hich  as they were true when retested, were for 
m ulated into a natural law. Then when the law had been 
discovered it was utilized to obtain energy. The utilization 
o f  the law? o f therm odynam ics has given us the steam engine, 
and m any other m achines. Newton discovered the law o f  
gravity, and now we utilize the law of gravity to turn the 
wheels o f m achinery, and we get electricity. W e use the 
electricity as pow er. W ith  it we do w ork. So, to sum up, 
in  the physical w orld  the source of pow er is, firstly the dis
covery of a law of nature, and secondly  the utilization of that 
law for the production  of energy.

But please notice, to obtain the pow er we must obey the 
law. W e m ust freely acknowledge that we are subject to law. 
Nature binds us, and we are n ot free. Suppose we refuse to 
adm it this bondage. Suppose I  say, this slavery to the law
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o f gravitation is intolerable, I cannot stand it. la m  a m an, 
1 am the greatest th ing in creation . 1 am master, away with 
gravitation, 1 w ill no longer’ be its slave. T o  prove m y 
freedom  I ’ ll ju m p from  the top of the clock  tower. W ho 
suffers, 1 or gravitation? Suppose I say, the laws of nutrition 
are intolerable. T o have fo eat every day is a waste of time, 
I  refuse to be 'in  bondage to any law, I  am m an, M a n , the 
Lord of the Universe. Does not the atmosphere contain 
nitrogen more than sufficient for m y wants? I ’ ll no longer 
eat, I ’ ll be free, F r e e .  I ’ ll live on the nitrogen of the air. 
W h o suffers, I or the laws of nutrition? Can I  ever by refusing 
to obey nature’s law trium ph over nature? Can le v e r  obtain 
pow er by disobedience to nature? Of course not. But I  can 
study nature, learn her laws and then utilize them  to fly 
through the air or to obtain a healthier body.

Perhaps we can now state as a law of nature”  that 
pow er com es from  the utilization of discovered natural law, 
and never from  disobedience to natural law, either known or 
ignorant disobedience. Physical power com es from  the 
application  of physical Jaws. Health and bodily power com e 
from  the utilization of the laws of hygiene and nutrition. 
A n d  sim ilarly spiritual power com es from  the application of 
discovered spiritual laws. And when Dr. Eddy said that 
C hina's problem s could be solved by the power to be found 
in the Christian way of life that is exactly what he m eant. 
Physical power w ill not do away with opium , squeeze and 
m ilitarism . China does require m ore health and bod ily  
•energy for the masses of her people. But the real solution 
to her greatest problem s will on ly com e from  the discovery 
and utilization of spiritual laws.

N ow , where are we to seek these spiritual laws the 
utilization of w hich Avill give us spiritual pow er? As I have 
said on previous occasions there are in the world today only two 
religions w hich  give their followers pow er. I refer to Com 
m unism  and to Christianity. I f  it is true that these two 
religions, these two ways of life , do give power and enthus
iasm to their converts, we must conclude that each has 
discovered and utilized spiritual laws that are true. By their 
results we judge them .

FirsJ let us exam ine for a few minutes the basic d oc
trines o f Com m unism . Are they not co-operation and m ater
ialism . The ideal state is bu ilt upon these two princip les, and 
I propose to exam ine these in som e detail to see whether or 
not we can accept them as true laws of nature. So, firstly 
let us look at the princip le o f cooperation. This principle
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has been opposed by m any scientists and m ilitarists as op 
posed to nature’ s own way of working. Ever since the publica
tion of D arw in ’ s ‘ ‘ Origin of Species”  m any folk  have dec
lared that progress rested upon conflict.. A ll form s of life  
were supposed to be in conflict, and the fittest survived. 
Those unable to overcom e in the struggle for existence went 
under. A nd so m uch of m odern western civilization  has 
been built upon this princip le of the struggle for existence 
and the survival of the fittest. The princip le was first enunci
ated by a biologist, so suppose we go to his own field , b io logy , 
to lest its truth. W hen did biological progress really com 
m ence? D id unicellular organism s continue fo re v e r  to strive 
for mastery over each other, forever killing off the weak and 
forever developing the strong? O bviously not. Progress cam e 
on ly  when two cells decided that instead of struggling wilh 
each other they w ould cooperate, and unite to becom e a 
bicellular organism . And now we can all see clearly that 
progress has not com e from  the struggle per se but from  co 
operation. Evolution of higher and higher form s of life has 
been due to greater and greater degrees of cellular cooperation . 
Cells becam e tissues, and tissues became organs, and so the 
com p lex  form s of life now peopling the Earth cam e in to being. 
A n d  the same is true, o f course, o f m an him self. As long 
as prim itive men could not cooperate with each other they 
rem ained prim itive. Progress cam e as a m an and a wom an 
learned to cooperate in founding  a fam ily , as groups learned 
to cooperate to form  a clan , as clans cooperated to form  a 
nation . A n d possibly we shall even yet see the day when 
nations con cooperate to form  the com m onw ealth  of m ankind.

It is true, as Darwin taught, that the fittest survive and 
that the unfit perish. But who are the fit? I  claim  that the 
fit are those w ho are best able to cooperate. The unfit are 
those w ho are unable to cooperate. This I believe to be a 
fundam ental law of nature. Because the Com m unists have 
em phasized the application of this law, they have found 
pow er. A n d  through this n ew fou n d  pow er they are solving 
m any great problem s, not only for Russia, but probably  for 
all m ankind. They have discovered a law. They have ap
plied that law. A n d so they have pow er.

Now  for the second princip le of C om m unism , nam ely 
m aterialism . H ere is where I believe the great, weakness in 
Com m unism  lies. Unless they discard this princip le Com 
m unism  w ill perish, for not on ly is m aterialism  not true but 
it is an actual disobedience to laws already discovered. W hen 
M arx first enunciated his material interpretation o f history
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about a hundred years ago, he was basing his theory on what 
was then a quite com m on ly  accepted physical hypothesis. 
But unfortunately for his theory, m ost m odern physicists 
have not on ly  abandoned the m aterialistic conception  but 
have also m oved on to a positive non-m aterial and in som e 
cases a real spiritual interpretation of the universe. H ow ever, 
what 1 propose to discuss is one of the logical results of the 
adoption  of m aterialism  as a fundam ental princip le hi Com 
m unism , and that is the devaluation of the individual. W hen 
we think of the individual man as just so m uch calcium , 
phosphorus, iron, sodium , potassium , sulphur, etc ., and 
when we reckon out the com m ercial value of man in terms 
o f the m atter of which he is com posed, it comes to not m ore 
than five dollars silver. Man as a lum p of matter is o f very 
little value. A ccord ing  to the Com m unist the on ly  thing 
that is o f value i;i this universe is society as a w hole, a collec
tivist. cooperative society The individual units which go to 
m ake up that society are in themselves of so little value as to 
be not worth bothering about. H ence, society is fully justified 
in coercing the individual that will not cooperate. Any 
given individual is relatively o f so little value, just a lum p 
of matter, that if he stands in the way of progress his rem oval 
is a relatively sim ple m atter. W e have m erely lost about 
$5 .00  worth of m inerals, which m ay still have som e value as 
fertilizer at least. H ence, the use of force to achieve the ideal 
Com m unist society becom es the logical m ethod of progress 
for the Com m unist. And this is just where Com m unism  
will eventually fail, for forced cooperation  is not cooperation 
at all. The two basic principles of Com m unism  are in com 
patible. Such power as Com m unism  has achieved has com e 
from  the discovery and application of the spiritual law of 
cooperation . H er eventual failure will com e from  the adop
tion o f m aterialism , and its corollary the free application of 
force to com pel the alm ost valueless in div idual lum p of 
m atter (com m on ly  know n as a m an) to conform  to the 
Com m unistic ideal. The whoie nature of m an rebels at this 
cheap value placed upon h im , and very few m en can be 
convinced  that they are worth on ly  about S-5.00. H ence 
eventual failure is certain.

Now let us turn to the fundam ental principles of Chris
tianity. I  believe that if we again lim it these to two they 
w ould be, firstly a spiritual interpretation of the universe and 
secondly a cooperative- society. This surely is the m eaning 
o f Jesus’ definition of the way of eternal life when he declared 
that love of G od and love o f man were the two m ost im 
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portant essentials in  his wav of life . I f  we agree that these 
are the m ost fundam ental characteristics of the ideal Christian 
society, then we should exam ine them  with a view to seeing 
w hether they are laws or princip les of nature. Is the universe 
m ade that w ay?

I have already tried to show that cooperation is nature’s 
own way of progress, and that Com m unism  derives what 
strength' it has from  the practical application of this principle 
of cooperation . A lthough  Christians have badly  neglected 
this princip le in the past I  believe that it w ill not be so 
neglected in the future, and that it w ill be one o f the great 
sources of pow er in Christianity.

As for the second princip le, that o f the spiritual interpre
tation of the universe, as 1 have already pointed out, m any 
great m odern physicists are agreed that a purely m aterial 
conception  is no longer tenable. T o  bring out m ore clearly 
w hat is involved in a spiritual interpretation of life let us 
consider for a while one practical application of this princip le. 
It was clearly pointed out by  Jesus when he stated that a 
m an w ho sought to preserve his life w ould lose it, but that 
the m an w ho lost his life would save it. This statement of 
Jesus seems to me to be in entire harm ony with a p h y 
siological princip le w hich  those of you  present w ho have been 
in m y  classes w ill readily recall when I say that I yearly 
teach that it is the basis of civilization , the distinction 
between culture and savagery, the difference between man 
and the lower anim als. I  refer to the pow er of inh ibition , 
possessed to a slight extent by  the higher anim als and to a 
very large extent by  m an. W ith ou t it m an w ould be no 
m ore than a reflex m echanism . A given stimulus w ould, 
under like conditions, invariably call forth a definite and 
predictable response. I stand on this platform  beside Pre
sident Dsang. H e is wearing a better suit than I am . I am 
physically  stronger than he is. M y reflex action as a savage 
m an w ould be to attack him  and by force take the better 
clothes from  h im . But, as a civilized m an 1 find no 
difficu lty in in h ibiting  such a reflex. A n d although I lose a 
good suit of clothes by m y action, nevertheless I  am convinced 
that m y life has gained som ething in this step from  savagery 
to civilization . I  have controlled  som ething w ithin m e, I 
have lost som ething as an individual, but nevertheless I have 
gained a m uch m ore worth while life. A n d  this is m erely 
an elem entary illustration of what Jesus m eant by his paradox 
of gaining life through losing it. The m an w ho voluntarily 
inhibits his own little, petty, individual life and substitutes
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for it the will o f G od, the great Tao of the Universe, such a 
man has found Life. This cannot be done by external force. 
It m ust be by voluntary action from  w ithin . Herein the 
Christian differs radically from  the Com m unist.

Now, if it is true that pow er comes from  the application 
o f  discovered laws and principles of the universe, then the 
application  of these basic princip les of Jesus’ way of life, if 
true, should produce correspondingly great results. Let us 
im agine for a while that 1 am first a Com m unist propagandist, 
and then a Christian pleading for the adoption of Jesus’ W ay 
o f  Life. T o speak truthfully and p la in ly  the fundam ent 
concepts o f these two religions should I  not go about it this 
w a y : —

I am now the Com m unist. I  com e to m y friend whom  
I wish to convert, and I  say to h im : F riend, you  as an
individual are of alm ost no value. At most you  are worth 
on ly  a few dollars, just a bit o f m atter. The on ly thing in 
this world that is of value is society. Y ou  should, therefore, 
sacrifice all you have and are for the sake of society. H ow 
ever, unless you are w illing to do this, I shall feel quite free 
to force you to do so, and if you do not conform  to kill you, 
rem ove you from  the path o f progress, for you as an 
individual are alm ost worthless. O nly as a part of a com 
m unistic and cooperative society have you any value at a ll .”

Now I am the Christian. I  com e to m3? friend and I 
say to h im : “ F riend, you as an individual are the most
valuable thing in this universe, for you have a spiritual life. 
This life of yours should be such that it will trium ph over 
the m atter that is your bod y  and not be its slave. Join me 
voluntarily and 1 will show you a W a y , a Power, by which 
your present petty life can be transform ed into a fuller, 
greater life. Unless you com e of your own accord, however, 
1 cannot force you, for the coerced spirit is degraded, and 
loses even that life which it has. But if you will w illingly 
substitute for the life you have the W ill o f G od, the W uv of 
the Universe, then you will gain life that is real, that is 
in fin itely  greater than what you now have. A nd of such as 
you then w ould be arc the citizens of the K ingdom  of G od .”

W hich  appeal do you think would bring the greater 
results? W hich  way will give evidence of pow er? To which 
w ill the average man m ore readily respond?

T o sum u p : In the physical world pow er comes from
finding and applying natural physical law. Jesus claim ed 
the same to be true for the spiritual realm . Therefore, the 
m an who seeks, finds and applies spiritual laws w ill have
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spiritual pow er. Jesus discovered a num ber of im portant 
spiritual laws. Through their application  we can obtain the 
spiritual pow er necessary to enrich our own personal lives, 
and enable us to solve the problem s now before us as a nation.

Ju ly  4th . : 35.

L A W R E N C E  OF A R A B IA .

A Genius of W ar and Letters is the title given to the 
article written for the Times by Captain L iddell H art on the 
day that the death was announced of M r. T .E . Shaw, the 
nam e form ally  adopted several years ago by Colonel Law rencc, 
the legendary hero of the A rab revolt during the Great W ar. 
T o  all those who had known him  personally or had becom e 
interested in his life and career or had been inspired by  his 
theories, such a tribute must appear deserved. And the way 
in which he met his end, vainly attem pting (w hile  riding a 
m otor cycle ) to avoid a collision  with a boy on a bicycle, w ill 
but serve to confirm  in the m em ories o f m en the character 
and the unsurpassed exploits o f Lawrence of Arabia.

Those w ho knew Lawrence best seem to agree that his 
was a com p lex  character. They agreed also in th inking 
that he was the m ost rem arkable of liv ing E nglishm en. 
W hile he yet lived he becam e a legendary hero. On his 
death the K in g  and Queen o f England paid him  tribute. 
W inston  Churchill said of him  In Col. Lawrence we have 
lost one of the greatest beings of our tim e. I had hoped to 
see him  emerge from  his retirem ent to take a com m and ing  
part in facing the dangers now threatening the country. No 
such blow  has befallen the British E m pire for m any years 
as his untim ely d ea th .” .

W hile still a boy Lawrence took an interest in archaeology 
and in pursuit o f this interest m ade m any bicycle tours round 
E ngland and also o f France. It is said that w hile still in 
H igh  School he began thinking about a revolt o f the Arabs 
against the Turks. A t Jesus College, O xford , there was a 
m ystery  about a 1 strange undergraduate who never appeared 
in the daytim e but spent hours of the n ight walking about 
the quadrangle by h im self” . H aving  chosen as a subject
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for a special thesis, “ The influence of the Crusades on the 
m ediaeval m ilitary architecture of E u rope” , he went to 
Palestine and Syria to stud\T the Crusaders’ castles there. 
W hen he returned after four m onths he brought back sketch 
plans and photographs of every m ediaeval fortress in Syria, 
having gone on foot from the coast of Palestine to the Euphrates 
in North M esopotam ia. Then began his fam iliarity with 
A rab ic  dialects and his fluency in conversational Arabic.

In  the winter of 1913 Lawrence acted as archaeologist 
to a surveying party in the peninsula of Sinai which am ong 
other things mapped out the probable route o f the Israelites 
in  their wanderings w ith Moses. W hen L ord K itchener 
ordered all m em bers of this 1913-1914 expedition  to Egypt 
on T u rk ey ’ s entering the war, Lawrence was engaged in 
m aking maps of Sinai for the General Stall at W hitehall. 
In  Cairo Lawrence was attached to General H eadquarters as 
Intelligence Officer because of his knowledge o f Syria and 
M esopotam ia. In A p ril 1916 he was sent to M esopotam ia 
where General T ow nshend was beseiged in the town of K ut 
as a m em ber of a secret mission to the Turkish com m ander. 
Lawrence had his own personal intention  w hich was to see 
whether local cooperation on Nationalist lines between the 
British and the Euphrates tribes was possible. H e fou n d  
that it was not because of the policy  adopted by  the Indian 
governm ent which was to secure M esopotam ia w ithout Arab 
help.

Shortly after his return to Cairo Lawrence cam e to the 
conclusion  that the leaders of the A rab revolt, Hussein and 
Feisal, would not receive proper support from  the general 
com m anding  the-British forces in E gypt and contrived to 
have him self transferred from  the M ilitary Intelligence 
Service to the “ A rab Bureau” , a departm ent form ed 
specially for helping the Arab revolt and run by a friend of 
his. Then he asked for and received ten days' leave during 
w hich  he planned to accom pany a Foreign Office official who 
was visiting the Sherif o f M ecca, H ussein, on im portant 
business. The rest of the story of L aw rence’ s connection 
with the revolt o f the Arabs is told in his own book, Revolt 
in the Desert.

On his return to E ngland in N ovem ber 1918 Lawrence 
was appointed by  the British Foreign Office a m em ber of the 
British Delegation to the Peace Conference. In  accordance 
w ith the prom ises m ade during his association with the Arab 
revolt Lawrence wished Syria and M esopotam ia to be re
cognised as independent A rab states and he had a vision of
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a future United States of Arabia. The settlem ent finally  
reached did not satisfy Lawrence who m aintained that the 
prom ises m ade to K in g  Feisal had not been fu lfilled and 
regarded the m atter as such a personal one that he felt he 
could  not wear the decorations or accept the honours granted 
h im .

In  1921 a crisis in M iddle Eastern affairs arose and M r. 
W inston Churchill as Colonial M inister sent for Lawrence 
and offered h im  the post of adviser to h im self. U ntil M arch 
1922 he occupied this position and to these two men m ust go 
the credit for the solution w hich was so m uch m ore satisfac
tory  to Lawrence than that o i the Peace Conference. Law 
rence h im self stated that in his opin ion  this solution honour- 
ablj7 fu lfilled British war obligations and his own hopes.

Of L aw rence's life in  the R oyal A ir Force under the 
nam e o f Shaw m uch has been written m ostly in the nature 
o f explanation . By m any it was regarded as a m ystery but 
the sim ple and understanding explanation  is to be found in 
his desire to secure privacy. Such was his fam e however that 
on m ore than one occasion reports and charges of his being 
engaged in espionage work had to be denied in the H ouse of 
Com m ons. In  a letter to a friend Lawrence said that the 
reason he was in the R. A .F . was sim ply because he liked the 
R .A .F . The work of the skilled m echan ic and the aim  of 
the conquest of the air appealed to h im .

A fter the Peace Conference Lawrence returned to L ondon  
and in N ovem ber he was elected to a seven-year research 
fellow ship at A ll Souls’ College, O xford . H is history of the 
A rab R evolt was written in Paris between February and June 
1919. B ut this text was lost when his handbag was stolen 
about Christmas 1919. W ith  the help of certain diaries and 
notes w hich  fortunately had not been destroyed he set to work 
to re-write the book  and this tim e he revised his text again 
and again and when the S e v e n  P i l l a r s  o f  WisnoM finally 
was printed in 1926 it was characterised by a sim plicity  of 
style and statement only found in truly great literature. It 
was not intended for publication  and on ly  som e one hundred 
and fifty  copies were published, but it was done so w ell that 
Law rence found him self with a debt of ten thousand pounds 
and to recover this sum the abridgm ent R e v o l t  I n  T h e  
D e s e r t  was undertaken for pu blic  sale. In  this the m ore 
personal m aterial does not appear, but it rem ains a clear ex 
pression o f L aw rence’ s character and achievem ent.

The place o f Lawrence in history and in  literature is 
unique and assured. H is success as leader o f the A rab revolt
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and as a com m ander of troops in actual warfare as well as in 
the use of tactics based on the m ost m odern weapons was the 
result o f his extraordinary capacity for clear th inking and 
hard work. His theories on the conduct o f war based on his 
reading of h istory and of m ilitary literature and his successful 
putting into practice of these theories in the form  of a new 
strategy, established his genius. K n ow in g  the English lan
guage so well his w riting is expressive of the vision and the 
em otions and the im pressions of a deeply sensitive soul.

But great as was the m ilitary genius o f Lawrence the 
man him self was som ething greater still. In the words of a 
close friend Lawrence came nearer than any man he had ever 
know n, to fultilling the old proverb, W isdom  is the prin 
cipal th in g : therefore get w isdom ; and with all thy getting 
get understanding’ ’ . Lord A llenby in a broadcast appre
ciation  of Colonel Lawrence concluded with these w ords: 
‘ ‘ H e did his duty as he saw it before h im . H e has left to us 
w ho knew and admired him  a beloved m em ory ; and to all his 
countrym en  the exam ple of a life well spent in service” .

T o m any readers of the N e w s  Mrs. Lawrence and Dr. 
Lawrence are known as friends. This appreciation of Colonel 
Lawrence is written as a tribute to them and in m em ory of 
the first full days o f  a treasured friendship,

H .D .R .

T O -D A Y ’ S T R E N D S  IN  C H IN E SE  E D U C A TIO N

By  W i l l i a m -  G . S e w e l l

Everyone realises to-day  that the new national spirit in 
W estern countries like G erm any and Italy is leading towards 
com plete  control o f the individual by the State; but m any 
have not yet realised that the same thing is happening in the 
Far East. Even in  a country like China, where there has 
been an age-long tendency towards local autonom y and a 
po licy  of laissez-faire, there is now developing an effective cen
tralised control and a regim entation of the people. H elped 
by  the trem endous im provem ents in  com m unications, the
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decrees o f the Central G overnm ent are being m ade known 
throughout the land, and, with the support of the articulate 
m inority , an attem pt is being m ade to put them into effect. 
It is no longer possible to hope that governm ent orders will 
be m erely scraps o f  paper. They are meant to be obeyed.

Nowhere is this m ore apparent than in the realm o f 
education . For those interested in the grow th and spread of 
Christianity, this is im portant. The m issionary societies 
have everywhere founded schools for training the children of 
their m em bers and giving them , and others, a m odern edu ca
tion , as d istinct from  the old traditional instruction w hich 
was based on a study of the classics.

F orm erly the mission schools were pioneers, but now 
that day has gone, except in the case of certain departm ents 
in the Christian Universities. There are now governm ent 
elem entary schools in every town and village. Secondary 
schools, teacher training colleges, and technical schools 
abound. The largest cities have one, or, som etim es unfor
tunately, several universities. Som e of the G overnm ent in 
stitutions have m ore m oney and better staffs and buildings 
than the private Christian ones. The latter, h it by econom ic 
depression abroad, or Chinese governm ent regulations, are 
gradually being closed or changed almost beyond recognition .

D uring recent years the governm ent has taken definite 
steps to gain control over schools and colleges throughout the 
land. This policy  is now  being considerably developed and 
strengthened. Secondary schools and universities established 
w ith private funds m ust register with the governm ent, obey 
all regulations, and be under the control of a local board o f 
directors, the m ajority  o f w hom  must be Chinese. M oreover, 
the head of every school and college m ust be Chinese. F or 
eigners m ay no longer conduct elem entary schools, nor m ay 
they train teachers for them .

There have also been changes in the m ethods of adm in is
tration . A few? years ago m ost of the Christian colleges, for 
exam ple, were controlled by trustees m eeting in Am erica or 
B ritain , and managed on their behalf by other bodies in China. 
The trustees have now  for the most part found it necessary to 
lease their plant and grounds to the boards of directors in 
China. The directors, w ho include representatives of the 
m issionary societies or Chinese churches, have the pow er o f  
appointing the president, w ho, under governm ent regulations, 
is very influential, having the responsibility  of appoin ting 
the staff and generally controlling the university. H e m ay 
naturally consult with m em bers o f his staff, but he is w ithin
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his rights to supersede their wishes if  he so desires, and m ay 
even be forced by governm ent to do so.

T he secretarial staffs o f schools and colleges are taxed to 
the utm ost by the constant stream of official letters and by 
the num erous form s w hich have to be filled in , often m any 
copies of each being required. Both the provincial and na
tional education authorities m ust be amassing an enorm ous 
volum e of statistics. Every detail about the career of a 
college student has to be reported, not on ly  about his course 
and m arks, but also relating to his personal life. The quali
fications, teaching load, and personal particulars o f the staff 
are also required. Other periodical reports have to deal with 
the finances of the institution, and so on.

.Student interference in educational adm inistrative affairs 
used to be a com m on  occurrence. It is notew orthy that this 
has been less noticeable lately. The governm ent, however, 
has used no coercion  to enforce its orders against student 
op in ion . Should this ever happen, it w ould be instructive 
to watch the result.

The w'ay pressure is brought to bear is illustrated by the 
governm ent orders relating to m ilitary training, which is now 
dem anded of all schools and colleges. No exem ptions are 
yet perm itted, though m any Christian institutions m ight 
prefer not to include this subject in their curricula. The 
presidents cannot shift their responsibility to a board or 
com m ittee, and are personally threatened with punishm ent 
and blacklisting if  the orders are not satisfactorily carried 
out. M oreover, in  China, a student’ s d ip lom a is of no very 
great value unless countersigned by the education authorities. 
The governm ent now7 refuses to do this unless m ilitary train
ing has been undertaken, thus ensuring that there will be a 
strong student dem and for m ilitary drill, and active student 
opposition  to any president w ho m ay be dilatory in its in 
troduction .

It m ay be noted that in this the Departm ent of M ilitary 
Affairs has taken precedence over the Departm ent of E duca
tion . Orders for m ilitary training are not actually prom u l
gated by the education officials, but are on ly passed through 
their hands. A lthough the M inister o f Education cannot 
cancel these orders, it is realised that he did  his best when 
last year a dem and that every university should give four- 
com plete m onths of extensive m ilitary training from  A pril to 
July, in w hich  teachers and students m ust alike take part, 
was issued on ly after considerable delay, so that it was recei
ved too late for the colleges to com ply . A  section o f Chinese



26 THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEW*

youth , however, is to an increasing extent being trained in 
m ilitary  tactics, and in the same way that m uch European 
youth  is now being brought up in uniform  and under banners, 
is becom ing m ilitarised with enthusiasm.

M ilitary training is not the on ly subject stressed by the 
governm ent. There is a new em phasis laid on science courses 
in general. A  few years ago it was planned to prevent stu
dents studying arts, but although this extrem e attitude has 
been m od ified , there is nevertheless m ore em phasis on science 
than previously in schools and colleges.

W ith  the object, so it is said, o f raising the standard in 
education , centralised exam inations, set by the local educa
tional authorities, have already been introduced for secondary 
schools. This m eans that those schools where any exp eri
m ental work is being carried out are handicapped . In one 
school in Chengtu, w here attem pts are being m ade to adapt 
for Chinese students Palm er’ s plan of teaching English by the 
direct m ethod , the governm ent exam inations have resulted 
in  wholesale failure. The consequences of this have been a 
student strike and com plaints to the authorities. Eventually 
the school w ill have to abandon its experim ental w ork, and 
adopt the usual m ethod of teaching gram m ar and com posi
tion.

W ithin  a very short tim e, it is expected that standardised 
exam inations w ill be set by  N anking even for the universi
ties, on ly  those students w ho pass being eligible for govern
m ent appointm ents. A nother step to be taken shortly is the 
nam ing of textbooks on  w hich all teaching m ust be based, 
not on ly  in elem entary and secondary schools, but also in 
universities. A lready in form ation  has been collected about 
the books w hich  teachers are at present using.

Professor T . T . Lew , of Y en cb in g  U niversity, in a con 
ference at Shanghai last N ovem ber on ‘ Religious E d u c a t io n / ’ 
drew attention to som e of these conditions. Throughout 
China, governm ent m oney is being contributed for the repair 
of Confucian tem ples, and he foreshadows the possibility o f a 
dem and that the Confucian cerem onies should everywhere be 
observed once m ore. Fascist thought has becom e as popular 
in China as in som e other countries, and a revival of Con
fucianism  m igh t well be considered as a means of w elding 
the nation in to one. Should such a step take place, 
religious liberty w ould at once becom e an issue in Christian 
schools.

D uring last year the governm ent has also m ade extensive 
grants to m ost o f the private universities. The princip le on
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which these grants are m ad e m ay not not he as unconnected 
with that governing the grants m ade to Confucian tem ples as 
appears upon the surface. A t  any rate, slill tighter central
ised control is follow ing.

I f  the present trend in education is continued much fur
ther, it seems likely that Christian schools may becom e so 
controlled  that the Church can 110 longer conscientiously co n 
tinue to m aintain them . A lso the supporters 01 mission 
w ork m ay not be w iliing to pay for what will be virtually 
Chinese governm ent institutions. Som e m ay welcom e in 
creasing governm ent grants and control as a m ethod of release 
from  continuing indefin itely to support Chinese schools with 
foreign m oney, thus m aking it possible to d irect m issionary 
effort towards other ends.

Before m any years have passed it is inevitable that the 
m issions should change their educational p o licy , perhaps 
directing their energy towards mass education , or, if  they 
■are allowed to do so, running hostels for students, and having 
in div idual missionaries appointed on the staffs of governm ent 
colleges or schools where this is possible. In this qu ick ly - 
changing China it is not possible to prophesy just what the 
future will bring forth , but the facts that have been m en 
tioned clearly indicate the direction in which the educational 
m achine is at. present progressing.

Wc«t China Union XJnhcrmty, Chenglu.
— The Friend.

T H E  U P P E R  RO O M .

—
Q "Di;>eui)Mon G6o u i CfUi-ji.

R eading: John V II . J. T a y l o r .

Once m ore we find our Lord in Jerusalem . But he did 
not go according to schedule. The Feast of Tabernacles 
w hich  conies in the autum n was about to be held. During 
seven days the Jews lived in booths to rem ind them  of the 
w andering life w hich  their forefathers had led in their 
wilderness jou rn ey . D uring this week of festivities, a priest
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drew water from  the p ool o f  Siloam  and brought it in to the 
city  am id general rejoicing. The feast was not altogether a 
religious cerem onial and the people gave themselves up to 
m uch  m errim ent and to exchanging social visits with one 
another. They coupled with all this, services of thanksgiving 
for the harvest which had just been gathered. It m ay be 
said that it was som ewhat like a com bined Thanksgiving and 
Christmas D ay of the W est.

The brothers of Jesus wished H im  to go up to this feast 
with them although they did  not at that tim e believe in him  
as the prom ised M essiah. Y et they were w illing to exp loit 
h im  for their own benefit. W hat was the use o f his potter
ing  about, am ong the villages of Galiles i f  he was the A nointed 
o f  G od? W h y  n ot com e out in to the open and test his 
cla im s? I f  he w ould go up to the H oly  City with them and 
there declare h im self, he w ould put his claim s once for all 
before the leaders o f the Jews and the com m on people. Then 
they  (h is brothers) could watch the results and own or d is
own him  as the case m ight be. They were afraid of m issing 
som eth in g; and they were afraid of incurring the displeasure 
o f the leaders. They were uncertain of the outcom e and did 
not know  on which side of the fence they should clim b dow n. 
H ence their dem and that he accom pany them to the feast.

But Jesus did  not propose to com m it h im self to any party, 
even to his own kith and kin . H e knew that “ his tim e had 
n ot yet c o m e .”  A n d  he knew that when that tim e was ripe 
that he would go up to Jerusalem and be delivered into the 
hands of the H igh  Priest and his party and that the end 
w ould be death. So he told his brothers to get away to 
Jerusalem ; that he w ould  not, accom pany them , but w ould 
com e privately later. H e felt the opposition  that was gather
ing  against him  and wanted a quiet tim e to th ink  his way 
through it all and to com m une w ith God.

M eantim e, crow ds o f people had gathered at the capital 
and were slow ly arranging themselves in to  parties, although 
they hardly  knew w h a t they were doing. There were several 
groups present. The traditionalists were there. T hey e x 
pected the M essiah, when he cam e, to work m any miracles. 
H ere was a m an who had been w orking m iracles for nearly 
tw o years; w ould th e  M essiah, when he cam e do m ore 
wonders than Jesus? They thought it was hardly possible. 
So they were inclined  to espouse the cause of Jesus. They 
had external evidence about h im .

Then there were those who dearly loved a m ystery . The 
Messiah according to them  w ould  com e u n ex p ected ly ; no one
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knew where he w ould com e from . H e w ould do m arvellous 
things w hich  no one could  explain . In  this last poin t they 
tended to jo in  themselves to the traditionalists. But their 
chief difficu lty  was this: ‘ "W e know this m an whence He
is ; but when Christ com eth , no man knoweth whence H e is .”  
Jesus was too com m on place; too ordinary. H is fam ily  was 
known to som e of th em ; he haiied from  Galilee, and it was 
a com m on  saying that no prophet w ould eom e out of that 
province.

The legalists and hundred per cent, patriots were afraid 
that Jesus w ould com e to the Feast and enunciate som-e 
revolutionary doctrine which w ould bring down the wrath of 
Rom e on the coun try. There m ight be an insurrection 
started and the fat would be in the fire and there w ould be 
havoc to play. This party was ready to suppress Jesus in 
order to m aintain the status quo in the country. A n d so they 
were all perplexed and fearsom e.

There are always som e svho keep their ears to the ground 
and are ready to ju m p to either side of the fence. Jesus 
described them as reeds shaken by the w ind. They wait for 
som e indications from  headquarters; they never think that 
their real difficulty is within them selves— that what they need 
to do is to make up their own minds instead o f allow ing som e
one else to d o  their th inking for them . Their religion  is an 
authoritarian one and such folk find life m ore restful within 
the bounds of an authoritarian church— it frees them from  
the serious task of thinking.

Others are quite satisfied if  they can get external 
evidence for their belief. Surely one can be safe in accepting 
m iracles as a sufficient proof of the divin ity  of Christ. W hat 
m ore is necessary? It  fits in with the traditions of the elders. 
Such people must have som ething other than the character 
o f their god to assure them that he is w orthy of their worship 
and their devotion . These people are usually quite happy in 
their religion— if they are not disturbed by the doubts and 
questions o f others. Their num ber will always be large and 
they will always be of great help to the church on its ph ilan 
thropic and m issionary side. T hey do not want to re-think 
m issions but to get on with the task o f converting the 
""heathen”  to their way of th inking and living, but above all 
to their conception o f God.

T hen there are the declared opponents of Truth. They 
w ant the status quo to prevail. W hat has been good enough 
and sufficient for their ancestors is certainly good enough for 
them . These people love to express their religion along



30 THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS

national and political lines. T hey are self-appointed Defenders 
of the Faith . T hey are to be found w ithin the ecclesiastical 
m achinery of the Church. They thoroughly believe that the 
‘ faith once for all delivered to the paints’ ’ is in their care 
and keeping. Their brothers in the politica l life of the 
nation are afraid o f new parties and policies that sm ack of 
revolution.

Jesus com es in to the m idst of these conflicting  expressions 
of religion and says: “ I  am com e from  G o d .”  “ Every
one that is of the truth heareth m y v o ice .”  “ H e that is of 
G od, heareth G o d ’s w ord s .”  “ i f  any m an is desirous to do 
the w ill of G od , he w ill know  of M y doctrine whether it be 
o f G od , or whether I  speak of m y se lf.”  There is the 
touchstone. D o n ’ t spend your time discussing m y m iracles; 
it really does n ot m atter w hether I com e from  Galilee or som e 
other part of the country. I  have come; I  am here am ong 
you. I  say very d istinctly  that I have com e from  G od. Now 
test m e by the Truth o f G od. I f  you  find that I am true to 
that truth com e and follow  me. I  am the L ight of the w orld ; 
I  am the living water. Com e and see, com e and drink. 
Th is is what Jesus asks; and this is sufficient. M iracles and 
birthplace are all well enough in their place but they are not 
essential to your eternal welfare, either here in this w orld or 
in any other w orld that is to com e. Love m e ; love G od ; 
love your neighbor and transm ute that love in to helpfu l a ction .

T H E  G R A D U A T IO N  E X E R C IS E S  OF T H E  

C O L L E G E  O F R E L IG IO N .

This year the graduation exercises o f the College of R e
lig ion  were held on Friday June 21st, opening at half past ten 
o ’ c lock . A t that tim e we were in the m idst o f our conference 
on T h eologica l T rain ing w ith D r. W eigle and D r. M iao, and 
ad journed in  the m iddle  of the m orn ing  and invited all m em 
bers o f  the conference to attend the exercises in H art College.

These Exercises took the form  o f a religious service at 
w hich  D r. M iao preached. D r. M iao ’ s text was, ‘ Behold I  
Set before Thee an Open D oor w hich  no m an can Shut” . 
T he serm on was fu ll o f inspiration  and very appropriate for
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these young m en who are leaving to go out and work for the 
church . D r. M iao told of how often these words had given 
him  courage and faith and pointed out how frequently they 
had been proven true in China. There have beert forces at 
work opposing us, such as the anti-Christian M ovem ent of a 
few years ago, but they have never succeeded in closing the 
door of opportunity . In fact m ost o f such m ovem ents result 
in a w idening of our opportunity  and a preparation for m ore 
effective work in the future. D r. M iao spoke out o f a life of 
devotion to the cause of the church and the m inistry and his 
words were with power.

One student, M r. Yeh Deh Ping of the Baptist church , 
obtained a full dip lom a from  the College. This requires, 
besides a num ber of credits in the Arts course of the univer
sity , seventy-five credits in subjects in religion. M r. Y eh , 
who also obtained this year a degree in Arts, fulfilled all the 
requirem ents of the College and was granted a d ip lom a. 
Besides him  there were eight students who had studied in the 
special class in Religion for one year. They were sent in by 
the Churches one year ago at the invitation of the university 
for one year o f intensive training and have proven themselves 
a very devoted group and rapid ly  developing deep interest in 
the church and the preaching o f the Gospel. O nly one of 
them  has had full Senior M iddle School graduation standing, 
the others ranging from  Junior M iddle School graduation 
standing up to Senior M iddle, but all are men of several 
years’ experience in work for the church. They leave 
ou r  College now  with a certificate for one year ’ s work w hich  
was granted to them  at our graduating exercises, to work for 
the church as preachers. W e hope that at som e future date 
after a few years m ore o f service they w ill be sent back to our 

■new Theologica l College for another Refresher Course of a 
year.

The dip lom a and the eight certificates were conferred by 
President Dsang, w ho in a short address to the students set 
forth  the responsibilities and opportunities o f the preacher. 
Replies W'ere m ade by M r. Y eh Deh Ping and M r. Tai Pi 
Chiu. WTe wish for all o f these students a very happy and 
useful life in  the service of the church.
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’ T H E  T R A IN IN G  O F E V A N G E L IS T S .

The subject for our discussion this m orn ing  is the ’ "Train
ing o f Evangelists” . Before we enter upon this, how ever, 
let us briefly survey the work of the Church us a w hole, see 
w hat part the Evangelist is expected to take in the latter and 
then exam ine the nature o f the Train ing that will the m ost 
efficiently equip  h im  for it.

Tw'o years ago 1 visited Tinghsien and studied the work 
that D r. J. Yen and others are doing there. The scientific, 
system atic way in  w hich the ‘ E xp erim en t”  is carried out
m ade a deep im pression on m e. N othing is left to chance. 
From  the h igh ly  trained worker at headquarters dow n to the 
voluntary teacher in the rem ote village, there is the closest 
co-operation . I  thought o f m uch of the Church work I  had 
seen in W est China and becam e painfu lly  conscious o f the sad 
contrast. W as there no w a y ,”  1 asked m yself, ‘ "Of co 
ordinating evangelistic, m edical and educational work in W est 
China in  the same way that the T inghsien experim ent is co 
ord in ated ?”  1 hum bly  believe there is and I  want this 
m orn ing  to delineate a schem e, at once closely knit together, 
and yet allow ing of considerable adaptation, for obtain ing 
this objective. T h en , w ith this schem e as a background, I 
w ill endeavour to  sketch in  the functions and requisite train
ing of evangelists. .

Let us start with the Church that has already been 
organised in  a large town w hich  we w ill call ‘ A ” . One of 
the greatest needs of such a Church is a keen spiritual Pastor 
who, has had at least a Senior M idd le  School and three years 
T heological College training. H is training will have been o f 
such a nature that if there are a Christian hospital and School 
in the s;ime tow n , he will be the unifying factor in this three
fo ld  work there, and he will ever seek to bring all types of 
people into the life-g iv ing  fellow ship of the Church. A bove 
all, he will devote his energies to the training of lay-leadership 
and to the cultivation am ong all classes o f the evangelistic 
spirit.
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In the country  districts around ‘ "A ”  will be sm aller 
towns where evangelists of the type we are going to discuss 
this m orn ing , cun best do their w ork. These evangelists 
w ill work under the close supervision of the Pastor at “ A ”  
w ho will visit them period ica lly ; encourage them in further 
s tu d y ; hold m eetings for voluntary workers and do every
th ing to make these sm aller churches self-supporting and 
self-propagating.

The work o f the evangelist at the smaller towns or 
m arkets called ' I !”  now' claim s our attention. Apart from  
the organising of Church services, house visitation, the h o ld 
ing o f Bible classes, Sunday schools and night schools etc ., 
he w'ill go h im self, and get others to go, to the farmsteads in 
the surrounding district and try to build up several “ house- 
churches”  there (C ) . This has been done to good effect iii 
the M ienchow , H ua Kai Tsi area, the last, three or four years. 
Tw o such churches have been form ed and two others were in 
process o f  form ation at the time of the recent evacuation. 
One group o f Christians has reached thé stage when it can 
erect its own clay -bu ilt Church and meet the expenses o f a 
Bible school for 10 men and 20 wom en without looking to 
the M ienchow  Church for any financial help. No work at 
the present tim e is m ore encouraging than this rural wrork, 
and no work is m ore essential to the bu ild ing up of a healthy 
self-supporting church of the future. D r. H arnack has shewn 
from  Church H istory that all healthy church grow th is from  
the w orking classes upwards and not vice versa, and Com 
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m unism  on the one hand and m issionary leaders o f the calibre 
o f D r. J .R . M ott and D r. R agaw a on the other, have given 
to us a vision of the vital im portance of getting on e 's  roots 
deep into that group in society w hich form s eight-tenths of 
the population . A n d in this system atic developm ent of the 
rural work lies perhaps one solution to the perennial problem  
o f self-support for a higher paid m inistry. Enlarge the rural 
Church group by  means of the evangelist and voluntary 
workers at ‘ B ”  and then the Pastor at “ A ”  will feel that it 
is all the m ore worth w hile to visit " ‘ B ”  and “ C ’ : and the 
people at B ”  and ‘ "C”  w ill be all the m ore w illing to pay 
som ething towards his support.

It w ill be noticed  that a nurse has been included as a 
fellow w orker with the evangelist at B ” . This is on ly in 
cases where there is a hospital at ‘A ”  and where the nurses 
can work in co-operation  with it. A long  the lines of the 
T inghsien E xperim ent he could  very helpfu lly  be in charge 
of a dispensary, give hygiene lectures, refer cases to the 
central hospital and work under constant supervision of the 
latter. M edical authorities must be left of course, to work 
out this part of the schem e. F orm ing as it does, however, 
an im portant part o f the w hole, and having a close connec
tion  w ith the subject under discussion this m orn ing, one 
cannot but m ention  it in passing. One sincerely trusts that 
there w ill be that co-operation  on the part of M edical Boards 
that w ill enable m ethods that have proved a success at T in g 
hsien to be tried out in W est China also.

The m ain outlines of the schem e have now been sketched 
and we can see the part the evangelist is expected to occu py, 
and in measure guess the training that he w ill need. Let us 
look  at the m an h im self, for it is personalities rather than 
schemes w ith w hom  we have prim arily  to deal. From  what 
sources is the Church to get the right type o f evangelist? 
There are m any. Perhaps in the future som e of the best m en 
w ill com e from  G overnm ent schools where Christian work 
has been done. A t the present, how ever, one o f the m ain 
sources is the Junior M iddle School. Sixteen years ago a 
M issionary went out from  tim e to tim e with fifteen students 
from  the M ienchow  M iddle School on evangelistic w ork. T o 
day, five of these students are in fu ll tim e Christian w ork. 
T here are at the present tim e one student in the University 
and four students in the H igher M iddle School w ho are from  
the M ienchow  M iddle School and who hope to becom e evan
gelists later on , and there are five other students from  the 
same school w ho want to enter a class for evangelistic train
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ing next term . I f  the question is raised w hy these students 
are corning forward in this m anner, then the answer is to be 
found in the im portance that is attached to the w inning of 
boys for Christ in the School and the leading of them out in 
evangelistic work to nearby farmsteads. Evangelism is,thus 
shewn to be a norm al activity of the healthy Christian and 
the calling of a full time evangelist one of the m ost noble 
there is. One wants to stress this poin t, for it has a vital 
connection  with our subject. W hen the Church by laying 
the emphasis in the right place enables prom ising young men 
to see that one of the greatest contributions they can make to 
society is the changing of personalities into Chvist-likeness, 
then m en of the best type will accept the challenge and ded
icate their lives to this honoured m inistry.

Assum ing now that such young m en offer themselves for 
further training, what is the nature o f the course that m ight 
then be given them ? In  answer to this question may I be 
allowed to quote verbatim  from  a Prospectus which I made 
ou t in preparation for “ A Class for Training Evangelistic 
W orkers’ ’ , w hich it is hoped w ill be started this next 
Septem ber.

Aim.
To train young men w ho have a sincere devotion for 

our Lord and who possess a Junior M iddle School educa
tion in  evangelistic princip les and m ethods.

The Course.
The course will last one year and will include lectures 

on the O ld and New Testam ents, Broad Outlines of 
Church H istory, Preaching, Apologetics, Prayer Book, 
New F arm ing M ethods, H ygiene and Teaching M ethods.

The course is to be a thoroughly  practical one. A  
large part of every week will be devoted to the work of 
evangelism  itself, in a wide variety of form s. Under the 
leadership of one or m ore teachers, the students will go 
out in bands to preach in farmsteads, m arkets, tow n- 
hom es, and preaching halls. T hey w ill also be taught 
(largely by doin g  th 2 w ork them selves) how to conduct 

Sunday School Prayer Meetings
Night Schools Country Church Services
Children ’ s Services F an n ers ’ Bible Schools. 
B ible Classes for several grades of people.
Special emphasis wid be laid on teaching the students 

how tv train voluntary workers to take their part in  the evange
listic activities o f the Church. A n d every effort w ill be
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m ade to run the class as econom ically  as possible so that 
men m ay be fitted in every way to take their place in a 
Church that is definitely w orking towards s<j lf-support.

There would be no guarantee of a paid  position at 
the close of the course, but those students who had shown 
a real sense of vocation and aptitude for the w ork, m ight 
be engaged to work for a year as assistant evangelists 
with m ore experienced workers, and then if satisfactory, 
return at the close of that year for a further course.

The last paragraph makes it clear that the Class was 
m erely preparatory to the real training that com es haer on. 
It will be a year of testing as well as training and in this year 
it ought to be possible to find out for what type o f training 
the particular student is fitted so that the latter may be given 
him in due course. Before passing on to the consideration  
o f this further training one would like to m ake the plea that 
all Christian students who hope to work for the church in 
whatever capacity, w hether as Pastor, D octor, Nurse or 
Teacher, should be encouraged to enter this short tim e 
training class before going on to his specialised course. A 
year spent in this way w ould bp well worth while if the 
student gained a vision o f the w ork of the Church as a co 
ordinated w hole, and learned to bring a healthy evangelistic 
spirit in to his own particular branch of it. At the end of a 
year 's work as an assistant evangelist, the student m ight 
then, if he has really proved him self w orthy of it, enter a 
two or three years’ course of specialised training. W ith  
regard to this training one would like to stress two points. 
F irstly , in view of the fact that nearly all those who attend 
the course w ill work in towns and not large cities, one would 
plead that the training be given in a tow n that is as 
representative as possible o f their future environm ent. F or 
the m ost valuable training that a young man can receive, is 
in the nature of a dem onstration of how  theory m ay be 
applied in practice, and of how truth m ay be im parted to 
m eet the needs of various types of people. The leaders o f  
the Tinghsien Rural E xperim ent have realised this and they 
have m ade their headquarters and training-ground right out 
in the country. Let us take a leaf out of their book and 
choose som e town outside Chengtu w hich  w ill afford am p le  
opportunities for doing  that type of town and rural w ork  
that the students are likely  to be engaged upon when th e ir  
course is com pleted . This w ill of course entail the selection 
of a fu ll-tim e staff for the purpose and in.this respect the co 
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operating M issions must be prepared to m ake the necessary 
sacrifices. The Second poin t is concerned w ith the coarse 
itself. The latter should be of such a nature that the students 
w ill be enabled to see that direct evangelistic work in  a 
variety of form s ought to occu py  his undivided attention. 
H e is to be a specialist as m uch so in his particular way as 
a doctor is in his. No doubt it will be well for him  to know  
som ething about farm ing and hygiene so that he can cooperate 
in this w ork, but he m ust never be allow ed to th ink  that he 
can be a ‘ ‘ Jack of all trades and master of n on e” . A t th is 
juncture therefore, I want to make a definite proposal. In 
stead o f filling his curriculum  with a considerable num ber 
o f lecture? on farm ing, I  would suggest that certain m en 
w hom  we will call “ Teachers of F arm ing”  be separately 
trained to help in rural reconstruction work in one of the 
m ore h igh ly  organised districts and that they be given charge 
o f a small experim ental farm at one o f the centres called 

B ” . For if we are ever to get ideas of im proved m ethods 
o f farm ing across to the average farm er, we m ust look 
increasingly to trained men who really know their job  and 
w ho can give an actual dem onstration o f their projects at an 
experim ental station. As with the Nurse so with the Teacher 
o f F arm ing, the evangelist will seek to co-operate w ith h im  
in the bu ild ing up of a fellow ship of people w ho w ant life in 
all its fulness.

W hen the student has com pleted his three years' course, 
what then? It w-ill be well to put him  in charge of on e  of 
the centres m arked ‘ B ”  and under the supervision o f  one 
o f  the best Pastors in the Church. W hether he is to be 
trained as a Pastor later 011 or no, he w ill continue studies 
that have been prescribed for h im , and once a year, or once 
in  two years he will com e for a short refresher course to his 
old  college. A n  ever richer experience of Christ; an increasing 
treasury of know ledge; greater ability  and winsomen^ss in  
presentation of bis message and o f establishing vital contacts; 
these are our earnest desires for every man w ho hears the 
call o f Christ to give his full tim e to the work of an evangelist. 
A n d  in order that our desires m ay have passion in them and 
that they m ay com e to good effect, we w ill seek afresh in 
prayer the enduem ent of G o d ’ s Spirit u pon  H is  Church, 
uniting it, em pow ering it and filling it with H is Love for a 
needy w orld .
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EXCEPTIO NAL VALU ES IN  OUR 
ANNUAL SPRING SALE.

W o o d b u ry ’s Facial Soap 81.20 Now $ .60

W illiam s Toilet Soaps, all F loral odors, 
B ox  of three large cakes 2.00 Now 1.20

S q u ibb ’ s T oilet Lanolin Cream. F ine foi 
Babies. Large tube 1.20 Now .60

Ivofa Baby Pow der, E xtra  large tins 1.50 Now 1.10

United D rug C o., Capsicum  Plasters 1.00 Now 2 for
•SI.00

United D rug C o., K id n ey  Plasters 1.00 Now 2 for 
$ 1.00

U nited Drug C o., Q uick A cting  A n ti-pain
plasters, 1 .00 Now 2 for

$1.00
United D rug C o., De L u xe H ealth Belts,

all sizes, F in e Q uality 22 .00 N ow  12.00

Bathroom  Scales, fine qu ality . Ivory ,
O rch id , N ile Green Enam el 35 .00 Now 22 .50

ASSOCIATED DRUG COMPANY

F E D E R A L  IN C ., U .S.A .

SHANGHAI

When writing to  advertisers please mention the News.



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 39

B U Y  R E T A IL  AT  
WHOLESALE PRICES .

G eorg e ’ s Corn Shields, asst. 
F irst-aid Bunion Pads, asst, 
H ygea Nipples 
H ygea Bottles

P arow ax, for Canning 

E n o ’ s Fruit Salts, large

S .90  Now 
.90 Now 

Now 
Now

Now

Now

“ Pure F ru it”  Syrups, all Flavours, large 
bottle

Listerine T ooth  Paste, large 
O dontifrice , large, 2.00

M ilitary  Brushes, E bony  or M ahogany
Backs, F ine 'White Stiff Bristles, pair 18.00

Now

Now
Now

M anicure Scissors, curved, or Straight
poin t, Surgical Steel 3 .6 0  Now

Nail or H and Brushes, good Q uality,
F ine W h ite  Bristles .90  Now

Now

ASSOCIATED DRUG COMPANY

F E D E R A L  IN C., U.S.A.

HANKOW.

W hen writing to advertisers please mention the News.

$ .44
A 4

.60

.60

.4f>

2.00

1.40

.50

.90

2.40

9.60
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IN T E R  A L IA .

M r. Thom as F. Torrance, New College, E dinburgh, is on 
the E xecutive Com m ittee o f the In ter-V arsity  M agazine; he is 
representative lor the T h eologica l Colleges. M r. Torrance is 
the son o f Rev. Thom as Torrance form erly  m issionary in  
W est China. ■

In  1934 China exported  19 m illion  dollars w orth o f eggs 
to Great-Britain. Rural R econstructionists please take notice.

The follow ing  students in T oronto U niversity M edical 
College have successfully passed their exam inations:

M ary S ib ley ; th ird year.
M argaret Q uentin, second year.
R obert Irish , fifth year.
W illiam  Service, second year.
M alcolm  A llan , second year.
Charlotte Sm all, fifth year.
M uriel W ilford , third year.
A ll these students have at som e tim e been pupils in the 

Canadian School for M issionaries1 C hildren ; and we rejoice 
with their parents in their scholastic success.

D orothy  Sparling, daughter of D r. and Mrs. George W . 
Sparling, was chosen to  deliver the valedictory  address at 
A lm a College.

J . Lossing B u ck , P h .D ., and A] Lewis, P h .D ., both  o f 
the D epartm ent of A gricu lture, U niversity of N anking, flew 
from  H ankow  to Chengtu in one day. They were the guests 
o f the cam pus for a few days. Both these econom ists are 
m aking a study of the silver situation in China. D r. Buck 
had a special silver study com m ission  from  the Treasury D e
partm ent o f the U .S . A . governm ent. D r. Buck is also seeking 
som e in form ation  as to Land U tilization in  Szechuan as part 
o f a national program .

D r. W . R . M orse went to  Y achow  after the close o f the 
university to help Dr. WTan K uen Pei, one o f his old  students. 
Because of the fierce fighting in the neighborhood of Y a ch ow , 
Lusan and T ienchuen, m any w ounded people were brought 
to the Baptist hospital at Y ach ow . A fter rendering m u ch  
needed service at the hospital D r. Morse went to M ount O m ei 
where he and M rs. M orse are spending the sum m er h olidays.

Mrs. H ugh Farley, English  teacher in Y ale  Union M iddle  
School, Changsha, was a visitor on the Cam pus o f  the W est
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China U nion U niversity, Chengtu for a few days in Ju ly . He 
planned a trip to M ount Otnei, W a Shan and the Gin Din 
before returning to his work.

Late in Ju ly , General Liu H siang sent word to Mr. 
D ick inson, President of the Behludin Association , perm itting 
foregners to go to Behludin . Early in the sum m er, this 
sum m er resort was considered unsafe because of the nearness 
of the Reds and the presence of brigands.

Active steps w ill be taken with the beginning o f the 24th 
fiscal year (Ju ly  1st) for the enforcem ent of free education 
in K iangsu province. A sum of 8800,000. has been allotted 
for this purpose_. o f which half will be appropriated by  the 
Central G overnm ent and the other half by the Provincial 
G overnm ent .— Kuo Min. '

M r. R. A . S. W aters o f the National Carbon Co. (Eveready 
Flash) was in Chengtu for som e tim e in August on business 
for his firm . H e has established distributing agency for the 
Flashlight in Chungking, Suifu, W anhsien and Chengtu. 
Read our new advertisem ent this m onth.

M r. G. M ellin of the B .A .T . has been a guest on the 
university cam pus for som e tim e. M r. M ellin has been a 
m ost w elcom e addition  on the tennis courts to those who 
have been staying at the university during the sum m er.

On August 14, 15, 16, 132 students sat for the Entrance 
E xam inations of the 'West China U nion University at 
C hengtu .

C A N A D I A N  M I S S I O N  P R E S S

Printers and Publishers o f  C hristian Literature 
C om m ercial Printing and Ruling 

Foreign Book Binding

CHENGTU SZECHWAN



RECENT 
MEDICAL BOOKS

‘ An Introduction to Practical Bacteriology: T. J. M&ckie,
4th. Ed. 1934 12/6

A  Synopsis of Forensic Medicine and T oxicology: E. W.
Caryl Thomas, 1933 7/6

A  Textbook of the Practice of Medicine: F . W , Price, 4th.
Edition 1933 36/

Diseases of the Eye; Sir J. E . Parsons. 7th. Ed, 1934. 18/
Synopsis of Pnblic tiealth; E. W. Garyl Thomas, 1932. 21/-
S.ynopsis of H ygiene; E. W . Garyl Thomas 1934 10/6
Handbook of Therapeutics: David Campbell, 2nd. Ed., 1934. 12/6
V ital Cardiology', a new outlook on the prevention of Heart 

Failure; 15. W illiamson, 1934. 15/
Modern Treatment in General Practice: Cecil P .G .

W akeley, 1934. 10/6
An Outline of Immnnity: W . W .C. Topley, 1933. 18/—
Tbe Principles of Bacteriology and Im m unity: YV.W.C.

Topley & G. S. Wilson, 2 vols. 50/
A  System ot Clinical Medicine: T. I). Savill, 9th. Ed., 1933. 28/-
Th-e Practice of Surgery: K. Howard, 4th. Ed., J933. 30/—
M idwifery by Ten Teachers: C. Berkeley, J. S. Fairburn

and C. W  hite, 5th. Ed., 1935. 18/—
The A n atom y of the Lee & Foot: P . N . Vans, 1935 6/
D iet in the Modern H ospital: J . de K . W hitsed, 1625 5/
Manipulative Treatment for the Medical Practitioners. T.

Marlin, 1934. 10/6
The M edical Annual 1935. 20/-
Applied Physiology: Samson W right, 5th. Ed. 1934. 18/
Anaesthesia and Analgesia in Labour: K . G. L loyd

Williams 1934. 5 /
H andbook of Medicine: W heeler and Jack 1932. 12/6
Synopsis of Medicine: H . L . Tidy, 6th. Ed. 1934. 21/
A n  A tlas of the Common Skin Diseases: Semon 1934. 42/-
Dlseases of the Rectum  and Colon and their Surgical

Treatment: J. P.Lockhart-M um m ery 1934. 3 5 /-
U rologv in W om en: E. C. Lewis 1933 6 /-

Abore prices are net delivered Shanghai, to be converted into 
local currency at current ruling rate on date of invoicing.

E D W A RD  EVANS & SONS, LTD. 
SHANGHAI

200 K iukiang R oad P . O . B ox  970

W hen writing to advertisers please mention the News.


