
THE W EST CHINA M ISSIONARY N EW S

THE UNFINISHED TASK.

(By the Right Rev. Frank Houghton, Bishop of Eastern Sze.)
Jt would be ungracious for one who has only recently 

returned to Eastern Szechwan after an absence of nearly 
eleven years to underestimate the work which the Christian 
Church has accomplished in this area since its first beginnings 
fifty years ago. But it has fallen to iny lot to sketch in 
rough outline, not the Church of the past or the present, but 
the Church of our ideals, the Church as it will be ten or 
twenty years hence, if the objectives which we have in view 
are actually attained. Perhaps a newcomer, and one whose 
office compels him to contemplate the district as a whole, 
may see with special vividness the gulf between ideal and at
tainment. He may be compared to a doctor examining a 
patient. He notes and rejoices in the healthiness of many 
of his organs, but his diagnosis is concerned primarily with 
the symptoms of disease, with the abnormal rather than the 
normal. What is required, what is lacking, in order that 
the patient (i.e. the Chinese Church) may attain full health 
and vigour?

dropping the metaphor, we want, in the first place, to 
see a Church which accepts and fulfills its responsibility for 
the evangelization of the whole area. Apart from an outpost 
in Chungking, which will grow in importance, the new dio
cese of Eastern Szechwan covers twenty-eight counties,* and, 
failing more accurate estimates, it may be assumed that the 
area is about -15.000 square miles, and the population 
20,000,000. The Chinese Church numbers less than 3,000 
communicants or less than one in every 6,000 of the popula
tion. In the counties of Nanchung and Wanhsien, which 
are two of the most populous, with a population of a million 
each,, the disparity is even more striking, for there are less 
than a hundred communicants in the county of Nanchung, 
and less than fifty in Wanhsien. Nor can we take much 
comfort from the thought, that there may be many Christians 
who are not yet communicants, for there are also communi
cants in whom the signs of spiritual life are very little evid
ent, if not entirely lacking. Moreover, in at least three 
counties there is no organized Church whatever, and scarcely 
any Christian witness.

♦The B .C .M .S .  is at work in three of these comities, while the 
C. I. M . sphere covers the remaining twenty-live.
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Statistics, of course, are misleading. The conclusions 
to which they seem to point may be explained, or even expla
ined away. There are individuals in most of the Churches, 
and groups here and there, of whom it might be written that 

from them sounded out the Word of the Lord” . Their 
witness is such that the whole community is at least aware 
of their presence, and is compelled, grudgingly or otherwise, 
to testify to their changed lives. We have homes which 
have become sweet and clean, morally and physically, since 
Christ gained an entrance into them. If these things could 
be said of all the three thousand communicants, or even half 
of them, this article would have been pitched in a very differ
ent key. it  would need less than three thousand Christ- 
possessed men and women to turn Szechwan upside down. 
■But that is the ideal at which we aim - every Christian a 
■witness to his friends and neighbours of the saving power of 
'Christ, every Christian home an evidence that He cleanses 
and transforms and satisfies.

But here, as in the home countries, there is the tragic 
tendency to regard such witness as the business of the mis
sionary and Chinese worker, and not the privilege of every 
saved sinner; and the futility of onr efforts to stimulate 
unwilling church members to undertake it should convince 
us that the primary qualification for it is absent— i.e. we need 
a far deeper work of the Holy Spirit, convicting our Chris
tians of their own need, and revealing Christ’s ability to meet 
that need. Then it will be our joyful task to seek to guide 
into right channels the spontaneous, irresistible expression 
of a joy which at present many of them do not possess. 
There will be no need to say, You ought to speak’ , to men 
who, in spite of all opposition affirm that they 'cannot but 
speak’ the things which they have seen and heard.

Meanwhile the missionary must, see to it that his own 
concern for the unsaved loses nothing of its urgency, and he 
must be alert to note any sign of such concern on the part of 
the Chinese Christians, and beware of repressing it if it shows 
itself in ways which are unfamiliar to him, and which do 
not fit naturally into the organization which he has helped 
'to create.

If the Chinese Church were what we desire it to be, it 
would not be long before the majority of the 20,000.000 
people in this district were evangelized, in the sense that they 
would have had at least the opportunity of hearing and 
believing the Gospel. I am writing 0 11 Chinese New Year’ s 
Day. Two of our male church members were assisting the
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Chinese pastor in the preaching-hall this morning, where a 
semi interested, semi - apathetic crowd listened with dull 
patience to the Word of Life. Where are the other members 
o f the Church? Is it fair to judge the importance which they 
attach to their own salvation from sin by their concern for 
the unsaved thousands around them?

As far as its organization and its formularies are concer
ned, the Church of Eastern Szeclnvan is part of the Chung 
Hwa ShengKung Uni, and the missionaries at work here are 
members of the Church of England. We have passed on to 
our Chinese feliow-Christians the good inheritance which we 
ourselves receired. But the Church of the future must be 
at. liberty to select whatever in outward ceremony and liturgy 
is most suitable to its genius, and to modify or even reject 
cus!oms which are non-essential. though we may have found 
them valuabie. Our sole concern is that Holy Scripture 
should be the standard hv which all innovations are tested, 
and that guidance of the Holy Spirit should be sought and 
followed.

The mention of Holy Scripture reminds us that we can 
never be contented while our Church is only partly literate. 
A Chinese paster told me of a country congregation (not 
typical, we trust) of fifty or sixty with only seven or eight 
hymn books between them. God forbid that, we should 
despise these humble believers. The illiterate are often i’ar 
from unintelligent, and in any case their souls are of infinite 
worth in the sin-lit of God. But how their growth is hindered 
by their inability to read the Word of God! The Chinese 
Church of the future may or may not maintain its own 
schools, but its members both men and women mii't be 
able to read for themselves the revelation which God has given 
us in His holy Word.

The Church can hardly fulfil its primary task of evange
lization unless its members are drawn from all strata of society. 
In our eagerness to enter the regions beyond e.g. the three 
counties without a Christian Church we dare not overlook 
the unreached classes in such cities as Wanhsien and Nan- 
chung. ’Praise God for the farmers, labourers, artisans, small 
shopkeepers in our churches, but we long that He should 
begin a work also amongst the neglected but needy official class, 
amongst, students, amongst, soldiers, policemen and others. 
There is no reason why, without encroaching upon the 
Church’ s sphere, Mission and Church should not cooperate in 
opening strong evangelistic centres in the great cities, centres 
to which men of nearly every class would be attracted, and
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from which personal work might be attempted amongst any 
who are still untouched.

We have not touched upon what are termed the social 
implications of the Gospel. If the Chinese Church consist» 
of men and women whose personal need of salvation from sin 
has been met in Christ, all history show.« that it will not be' 
unconcerned about the remedying of social evils. Let the 
salvation of the soul be regarded as of paramount importance, 
and projects for physical betterment will inevitably be set on 
foot. A revived Christian Church would be a force for 
righteousness in every community, positively seeking the gOQd 
of the whole, and negatively protesting against injustice, re
fusing (for example) to acquiesce in a state of society which 
permits hundreds of naked beggars, with festering sores, to 
throng the newly swept, macadamized streets of a modern 
Chinese city.

But enough of theorizing. The Chinese pastor is almost 
alone in the preaching hall, and to me is this grace given, to 
preach amongst the Chinese the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
It is towards evening, and the idle crowds on the street will 
overflow into the hall. What if the Spirit of God meets with 
them there?

M I S S  C H R I S T E N S E N

M iss ChrisLensen of the China Inland Mission, Shansi, is now con
ducting a series of Revival .Meetings throughout the district. The  
word Revival is nsed in the sense of Restoration as in Psalm 19,7. 
“ T he law of the Lord is perfect converting (restoring) r.he soul. Our  
sister’s ministry is a ministry of the W ord. L et  u« prav that it may  
-be gloriousl y effective in the conversion and restoration of souls. Miss  
Christensen has laboured in many parts of China, giving herself main
ly to this special form of service, and t he Lord has been pleased to  
bless her ministry greatly. Meetings liave already been held in Kai-  
hsien, Wanhsien, Lrangshan, and Tahsien, with varying degrees of 
fruitfulness. H er programme for April to June is as follows Chu-  
hsien, April 4-71 ,  Y ingshan, April 15-20. Nanchnng, April 2 4 -M a y  2,  
F ntsunyi,  M ay 6-9 , Lnngchung. M ay 12-17, Chien Full Chang, M ay  
20-25, Fachnng, M a y  3 0 - j u n s  7, K wangynan, June 19-27.

T he Rev. T .  E . Henson, IJ. A . ,  and Deaconess J.fi (T a hsien)  are 
assisting t.hronghont the campaign by a follow-n p work of encouraging  
individuals who have been influenced during the meetings,  and by these  
means it is hoped that results will be, in some measure, conserved. 
M ost of our churches are sorely in need of revival. W e  crave the 
prayers of all our missionary friends that the Spirit, of the Lord may 
be ponied ont upon us all,  missionary and Chinese believer alike.



HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE C.I.M. WORK
IN EAST SZECHWAN

B y  t h e  R e v . C. H. P a r s o n s , B .A.

It was Mr. Hudson Taylor’ s desire that there should be 
in Szechwan a special district for Church of England workers. 
Accordingly, Rev. \V. W. Cassels in 188t> paid a prospecting 
visit from Hanciiung.to Paoning (Langchung) , where Mr. 
Phelps was living at an inn, and who succeeded, after a great 
deal of opposition, in renting and keeping, in the Spring of 
1887, part of the house belonging to the Ku family (M oham 
medans) . The first from that family to be baptised was the 
school boy, Ku lloh-lin (189ii) now assistant Bishop. Later 
his sister, mother and finally the grandmother, a striking 
personality, were baptised. T i e  first baptisms, however, 
(3 people) took place as early as 1888. That same year saw 
the opening of Pachow (Pachong) . Mr. Hope Gill was there 
for a time, but the work there is especially associated with 
the name of Mr. Arthur Poihill (then Polhill-Turner) , after
wards ordained, and later with that of Rev. ]£. O. Williams 
who gave up his parish in England to come to China, a man 
poor at the language but rich in faith and a holy influence on 
others. Miss Johanson and Miss M. J. Williams were also 
specially connected with the Pachow work and also, for a 
while, Rev. W. H. Williston, In 1888, Mr. Albert Phelps 
(ordained later) succeeded after much difficulty in settling 
into premises at Wanhsien, where the landlord was beaten 
1000 blows. Later Mr. Gill made that his centre, and had a. 
strenuous time there during the cholera epidemic. He also 
did much itinerating work in various parts of the district. 
Afterwards the late Rev. W. C. Taylor laboured at Wanhsien 
and was succeeded by Rev. T. Darlington.

Rev. W . W . Cassels (then the Superintendent) obtained 
premises at Kwangyuan in 1889, Miss J£. Culverwell and the 
late Miss Bastone commencing settled work there. Later on 
Miss F. Culverwell and Miss Lloyd laboured there, and still 
later Miss Chureher, Miss Yard (now Mrs. Hannah) and 
others. During these early years and for many years later, 
Mr. Montague Beauchamp (now Sir M. B .)  played a con
spicuous part in the work of the whole district, making wide
spread itinerations and preaching the Gospel “ in season and 
out of season” . For a while, however, he was settled after 
his marriage with Miss Florence Barclai7 (whose elder sister
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worked for many years in the district) at Kwangyiian, from 
which centre Ghaohua was also worked. In 1891, the writer 
of these notes (having come out the previous year from 
Australia) had the privilege of joining the work in Paoning. 
etc. There were then no stations opened between Wanhsien 
and Paoning, and it was very difficult to get houses. In 
1892, the Rev. H. Horsburgh brought up his party of C.M.S. 
missionaries who, as premises were unobtainable, were ac
commodated for a while in C .I.M . stations. That same year 
saw the riot at Shunking, when Mr. Beauchamp and the 
writer were forcibly evicted by the military students, instigated 
by the gentry and with the connivance, most probably, of 
the officials. Later on premises were occupied and Mr. A .E . 
Evans, although turned out once or twice, was enabled finally 
to get firmly settled and to labour in that district (Kwangan 
also being opened) for some years, with tokens of God’ s 
blessing. Later Mr. W . Jennings worked there, as also in 
Kaibsien, etc.

Some three months later than the above-mentioned 
Shunking riot Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Polhill-Turner passed 
through a very trying ordeal at Songpan, where the mob, 
desperate through the continued drought, attacked the newly 
acquired premises and violently assaulted the missionaries, 
the situation only being saved by the willingness of the new 
helper, Wang, and the cook (at the suggestion of the official) 
to be beaten before the infuriated people. At this period, a 
part of some premises at Sintientsi were being used as a much 
needed sanatorium in the summer. This was the scene of 
the earnest labours for some years of Miss F. M. Williams 
and Miss H. Davies. Later Mr. and Mrs. Large carried on 
the work, and were succeeded by Miss M. J. Williams and 
Miss Johanson, who finally had to leave on account of the 
“ Red”  troubles.

In 1895, the victory of Japan over China occasioned 
riots in a number of centres in Szechwan. In June, the 
Mission house at Paoning was attacked by a mob at night, 
and the missionaries, preserved by G od ’s mercy, were hurried 
off to the Prefect’ s yamen, and kept there until things were 
improved and the premises had been repaired. Mr. and 
Mrs. Cassels were at that time in England. Later in that 
year, the former was consecrated Bishop, reaching the Prov
ince again in February, 1896. The same year, Mrs. Bird 
Bishop, who visited Paoning “ gave an initial gift of £ l 0 0  
which led to-the founding of the Hospital at Paoning” . The 
building was erected later by Dr. Elliott, part of the money
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being provided by the Arthington trustees. In 1898, Yingshan 
became a missionary centre. Miss E. Culverwell and Miss 
Kingston (then Miss Kolkenbeck) laboured there for a num
ber of years, ami had the joy of seeing many in the city and 
outstations turn to the Lord. Chuhsieu was occupied the 
same year, the pioneer worker being the late Miss Littler. 
The following year, suiting (Tahsien) was opened to the 
Gospel. Here the late Rev. A. Polhill laboured diligently 
for some years, extending the work to Sinling and also 
penetrating to Taiping and as far as Chenkeo. Oilier have 
also laboured at Suiting during Mr. and Mrs. Polhill’ s fur
loughs etc.—  Rev. H. ti. Thompson and Mrs. Thompson fora 
time before coming to Paoning, and Rev. C. B. and Mrs. 
Hannah had two periods there.

The year 1900 saw the great exodus occasioned by the 
Boxer outbreak. In 1901. stations were again occupied. 
Tins was followed by the "moveiHent”  when numbers in 
various centres sought admission to the Church mostly, it is 
feared, from wrong motives. Mr. Beauchamp took up the 
work in Ivweifu, where the writer joined him in 1903. The 
full force of the movement was felt in that -region. Large 
numbers attended meetings and bought books; some were 
eventually baptised. In 1902. three additional stations had 
been opened, viz. Lia.ngshan. Kaihsien and Nanpu. At the 
first named place, to which belonged Mr. Liu a promising 
worker ordained deacon, who was killed by bandits, and 
where the late Rev. T. Robinson died of fever contracted 
through giving famine relief, Dr. Watney opened a hospital 
and worked there for a while. At Ivaihsien, Rev. H. W up
perfeld and Mrs. Wupperfeld worked for some years, a special 
feature being an annual Bible School at Hong Hua Yuen in 
the mountains. Nanpu was the sphere of labour of the 
Misses. F. Culverwell and Lloyd for some years - the Chinese 
leader Mr. U. Chin-chlang (afterwards ordained) being a 
striking personality.

Before the Boxer troubles there were no Chinese clergy 
in the district. The first to be so set apart w’as Mr. Ku 
Hoh-lin, whom Bishop Cassels afterwards appointed as 
Archeacon. In 1907, the Diocesan Training College was 
reopened in specially purchased premises in Paoining. In 
1909 Tachu station was opened, and the late Miss Drake 
laboured diligently there for some years.

In 1910, there was a time of gracious revival in some of 
the Churches, through the visit of the late Mr. Lutley and 
Deacon Wang, the most striking feature being the deep
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conviction of sin among the professing Christian?. Two years 
later, on account of the Revolution, a large number of mis
sionaries went down river, but happily were able to return 
before very long. In December, 1914. the new Church 
(Cathedra!) at Paoning was opened. Bishop Roots having 
come up for the occasion. In the autumn of 1925, the beloved 
Bishop, and Mrs. Cassels, who had laboured for so many 
years in spite of poor health to win the women for Christ and 
to build them up in the faith, ‘ ‘ fell asleep’ ’ . Then came 
the great evacuation of 1927. After the return. Futsunyi 
was occupied as a station (Forward Movement. Centre) by 
Miss Culverwell and Miss Lloyd who laboured there, often 
under very trying circumstances, from 1930 until their return 
home recently, and who had the joy of seeing doors opened 
and souls won. especially in the Ta Yuen Shan district. 
Bishop Mowll, who had previously been an assistant Bishop, 
succeeded Bishop Cassels; later on, to our great regret but 
Australia’ s gain, leaving the Diocese to be Archbishop of 
Sydney. Archdeacon Ku had, previous to this, been conse
crated in 1929, as an assistant Bishop. Bishop Mowll was 
succeeded by Bishop Holden who like his predecessors was 
‘ ‘ in journevings oft”  but mostly on foot, faithfully fulfilling 
his episcopal functions and winning the affection of mission
aries and Chinese.

In 1931, Wentangtsing was occupied by Miss Lucas, and 
in 1933 the Rev. R. V. Bazire settled into Pingwu (Lungan) 
taken over from C.M .S., Kwangnn had already been trans
ferred to B.C.M.S.. Archdeacon Denham (formerly at Pachow 
and then at Chowkow, opened in 1932 as a Forward Move
ment cen.tre) is now' in charge of the district. At Lin- 
kiangsbib, twro German Associate ladies are working. The 
last centre to be occupied was Kiangyu, where Messrs. 
Clark and Robert are.

This sketch must be taken errors and omissions 
excepted” ! As to the latter, the writer has not touched 
upon the important Orphanage work started by the late Miss 
Pemberton, nor the educational work carried on at Paoning 
by Mr. Large and afterwards by Mr. Bruce among the boys, 
and the work in which the late Miss Gough laboured so 
faithfully, and with definite spiritual results among the girls. 
Then there was the Girls’ School and Women’ s Bible School 
at Suiting under Miss Fowle, also Dr. Wilson’ s practical 
science school and the flourishing Girls’ School at Pachow

John K nox , on his dying bed, said : “ Kead me that chapter,
whereon my soul first’ cast anchor”  (John 17)
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under the late Miss Wright. Nor has this sketch made 
mention of the work of the Rev. W . H. Aldis at Paoning, etc., 
now filling the important post of Home Director in England. 
In 1985, the writer retired from the Superintendency of the 
district, and was succeeded by Rev. C. B. Hannah who had 
been Assistant Superintendent, for some years, and had had 
a wide experience of the work of the district.

To bring this sketch up to date, mention should be made 
of the consecration of Rev. F. Houghton, on January 2fith, 
as the first Bishop of the Eastern part of the now divided 
Diocese. In the confidence that this appointment of the 
late revered Bishop Cassels’ son-in-law is truly of the Lord, 
the workers in the district can look forward to seeing greater 
tilings”  not seeking any new Gospel, but only new power to 
proclaim the truth as it is in Jesus, realising the great need 
there is of revival in the Churches that through them 'those 
that are without’ 5 may be reached, and also realising the 
need, in view of the clear signs of the Lord’ s speedy Return, 
of “ working while it is day"’ . C. H. P a r s o k s .

N O T E S  B Y  C .B .H .
Before tliis issno of t, he “  News” is )m bl is tied the Kev. C, H . Par

sons, B . A . ,  onr senior member and former Superintendent, will have 
departed for the coast,  which means foi him retirement from active 
service on the tield. .Mr. Parsons arrived in China in 1890, and has 
had a wide and varied experience of missionary life and service. For  
some years he was Principal of the Theological College at Paoning,  
and throughout the district, and diocese there are many pastors and 
preachers who owetheir training t o him and who remember him with 
affect-ion anri esteem. Puring t he nine \ears of his superini endency 
the diSt riot was in a con Ltnnal fermen t political 1 \ , and many were the 
trials onr beloved superintendent had to undergo. And now at the 
ripe age of 75 the “ Grand (.Md M an1’ of East Szechuan leaves the field. 
W e thank God for every rem embnm re of him, but above all for his 
prayers, which have e' er been a great help and inspiration. W hile  
deeply regret ting his departure v e rejoice in the assurance that he will 
continue t.o labour ferventlv in prayer for us who remain, and for the 
work which he knows so well.

Our dear friends Bishop and Mrs. Holden go on furlough followed 
by the pra\era and good wishes of all the missionaries in this E ast  
Szechuan Diocese. The Bishop has ministered faithfully and devotedly 
during the three years of his episcopacy in our midst. Travelling on 
foot in all weathers and frequently along roads the condition of which 
could only be described suitably by the word atrocious, he has set an 
example of self-sacrifice and devotion to duty which we all do well to 
emulate. And M rs. Holden by her prayerful interest and generous 
hospitality will not be forgotten. The plan to divide the Diocese of 
Western China was initiated by Bishop Holden and it is mainly owing 
to his wise foresight- and C h r i s t i a n  forceftilness that the matter was 
broaght to such a successful issue.
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BIBLE TEACHING—ESPECIALLY W ITH  
REGARD TO SU N D AY SCHOOLS.

By the Rev. J o h n  C a r p e n t e r , M .A.
It may at first seem unfair to say that Bible Teaching is 

something which our Chinese colleagues seem rarely to be 
capable of doing, and which we as missionaries often fail to 
give the prominent place in our work that it deserves; but 
let us examine the meaning of the phrase.

Bible teaching means teaching T h e  B i b l e . Hymns and 
choruses, catechisms and prayers, Gospel posters and tracts, 
all have their rightful place in our teaching and preaching, 
‘but the Bible, the life-giving Word of God, must come first.

'Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation” , 
and is profitable*for the perfecting of the man of God. The 
Word of God is the Spirit’ s sword, by which alone we can 
overcome temptation; it is at once “ a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces” , and a rock which no storm can shake. 
Above all, the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, 
testify of Christ Himself, and our knowledge of Him, the 
Living Word, can only grow in proportion to our knowledge 
of the Written Word.

If, realising the importance of the Bible, we deliberately 
give ourselves more fully to the ministry of the Word, we 
shall find no lack of opportunity to fulfil this task. Our 
Sunday Services— what would they gain of spiritual power 
and edification, if, instead of the inevitable “ t ’ i-nnih’ ’ , 
often on some topical subject, and generally with no sort of 
connection with those of preceding and succeeding Sundays, 
were, after mutual collaboration of those responsible, replaced 
by a series of consecutive Bible Readings on a Book, or 
important Subject., of Scripture? Again, I have seen the 
audience of an ordinary street preaching-chapel really gripped 
with the simple recounting of a Bible incident, no less than 
with an address from— often very far from— a Gospel poster. 
Of course tbe best field of all for Bible teaching is the Sun
day School, but more of this later.

'FuTther, if we thus devote ourselves more to Bible tea
ching, we shall not suffer from paucity of subject matter or 
narrowness of reope and vision; indeed we shall be amazed 
at tbe wealth of tnateri-al at our disposal, while possibly our 
preaching would ■gain new richness and interest, at the same 
time being far more profitable to those to whom we minister. 
It is often helpful to illustrate a point by a personal remitiis-
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•eence or an appropriate “ story” , bnt often we might with 
advantage choose an illustration within the covers of the 
Bible itself, no less appropriate or interesting, and yet of far 
more real value to our hearers. Let us beware of the type 
of address which is merely a string of anecdotes with— or 
sometimes without— a “ moral”  bearing on tbe subject in 
hand.

Once again, Bible teaching means T e a c h i n g  the Bible. 
We are all familiar with the worker who love? to “ chiang” , 
preach, and the larger the crowd, the better he— or she— is 
pleased, regardless of whether the majority are listening, or 
talking, or sleeping; it, is the same in Church Service. Prea
ching Chapel, W omen's Meeting, or so-called 'Bible Class” . 
But in real Bible teaching it is not so. The true Bible tea
cher in concerned not so much with the size of his audience, 
as with the determination to teach them, to impart the 
knowledge he himself lias, to every single person listening to 
him. Therefore, as a rule, the smaller the company, the 
better is he pleased, because personal contacts can be formed, 
personal questions asked, personal difficulties answered, and 
the message be “ got across”  to each one present,. Bible 
Preaching lias its rightful place, but let it be clearly distin
guished from Bible Teaching.

A little well taught is better than a lot hardly taught at 
all. Let the teacher make it his aim not merely to get 
through the lesson, but to make sure that every member of 
his class has grasped at least something of it; let him not do 
all the thinking and talking, but, lead his class along with 
him step by step, making them think and talk, one looking 
up a verse, another answering a question, another recapitu
lating something already learnt, until together they reach the 
goal of the lesson. Then the half-hour allotted will not seem 
tedious, but the precious minutes will fly past all too quick
ly, while the thrill of discovery will be shared by teacher 
and scholars alike— such a contrast to spending half one's 
time trying to keep sleepers awake and talkers silent! No, 
let (hem talk, and they won’ t want to sleep, but let them talk 
only to the teacher, and always about the lesson.

A sure way to lose the attention of the class, and thus 
the value of the lesson, is to leave the "moral”  to the end. 
Tbe lesson should be so prepared that the “ teaching”  is 
interwoven with each point, that every incident and illustra
tion shall have a definite bearing on the " a im ”  of the lesson, 
which should all the time be kept well in mind. It, is true 
we shall not be able to weave our pet theory into every lesson
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(like one good lady who, every time site speaks, be it an 
impromptu talk to casual visitors or a lesson specially pre
pared for her S.S. Class, invariably comes round within ten 
minutes to her darling theme— the excellencies of her decea
sed son, and the courageous way in which she is bearing her 
loss); blit we shall be able to teach our scholars something: 
of what Ciod has taught us through that particular passage, 
and we may be quite sure that it will always, somehow, yet 
without straining the meaning, point to Him Who "e x p o u n 
ded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
Himself” .

Bible teaching, to be most profitable, must be consecu
tive. A series of isolated addresses, however many scripture 
references they may contain, will fail in the object of teaching 
the Bible, except to more advanced classes who are already 
familiar with it. For such classes, experienced leaders will 
be able to prepare series of lessons 0 11 Bible Subjects, such as 
“ Prophecy”  or “ the Atonement” , collating suitable refer
ences or illustrations from all over the Bible, but the average 
teacher or Riblewoman (anyhow in East Szechwan) has not 
sufficient Bible knowledge to prepare such an address, nor 
the average class to follow it. For instance, a reference to 
“ Gideon’s fleece” , however appropriate, would mean little 
or nothing to 95% of an average Chinese congregation, with
out a long explanation of the context,, which serves to show 
the need of patient, systematic, Bible teaching, in our 
Churches; we shall have to treat the Bible, or at least books 
of it, just like an arithmetic book, or language primer, and 
teach it, beginning at chapter I and going straight through to 
to chapter last. Frequent revision will be necessary, not only 
to remind of previous lessons, but also to show the relation 
of each lesson to the whole series. For instance, the study 
of a Gospel would be inadequate if it left, in the minds of 
any but the smallest children, merely a vague idea of a dis
connected jumble of miracles and parables. The class must 
be taught, better with the aid of a map, to follow7 our Lord’ s 
journeys week by week; His popularity in Galilee, and the 
opposition He met in Judea, increasing as His Ministry pro
ceeded, and culminating in the Crucifixion and Resurrection, 
should be indicated, thus showing the lessons to be 
successive chapters of the W orld ’ s most wonderful Serial 
Story.

The S u n d a y  S c h o o l  is the ideal ground for Bible teach
ing. And please note that a Sunday School is a Sunday 
School. In our statistical returns, details are usually asked
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of “ Sunday Schools' ’ , and if I am not mistaken, our usual 
custom is to include in our replies, all our children’ s work, 
though anything less akin to a Sunday School than the 
miscellaneous rabble of boys, girls and.infants-in-arms (the 
writhing generation of China!) who swarm into our halls on 
a week-day evening for "choruses and a chiang'’ . it would 
be difficult to imagine.

The ideal Sunday School should include the whole 
Church, adults as well as children. The School first meets 
for united worship— a most necessary part of its instruction, 
whi:‘h will include the reading of the Scripture passage for 
the day— and then divides off into classes, each with its own 
teacher and classroom, or part thereof. The classes will of 
course be graded, but not so much according to age, as to 
the standard of the scholars, e.g. Mission School children 
and those from Christian homes usually have a far greater 
store of Bible knowledge, intelligence, and teachability than 
many old members less educated adults, yes, even—.teH it 
not in Gath—than many ‘ lao chiao-iu” . In the experience 
of many, the same lesson can be taught to all grades, though 
being of course treated differently according to the standard 
of each class. Kor little children it will usually be sufficient 
to tell the “ story”  simply, but vividly, making sure that 
they understand, while older ones can be taught more of the 
inner meaning, and discussion invited. Illiterate classes 
should be questioned all the more because of their inability 
to read; if possible they should be given copies of the Golden 
Text, and taught to recognise a few characters each week; 
all literate scholars should, of course, be eneouraged to buy, 
bring, read, mark (literally— with pencils), and learn their 
own copies of the 1‘ School Text Book”  (Bible or N .T .) , while 
exercise books may be provided in which to copy out the 
headings of the lesson or do self-expression work at the 
suggestion of the teacher.

One final word. To be efficient Bible Teachers, we must 
be tireless Bible Learners; we must know the Word of God 
ourselves, before we can teach it to others; we must oursel- 
ve< have proved its promises and tested its power in our own 
lives before we can present it to others in full assurance of 
its divine authority— “ Thus saith the Lord” : we must be 
ourselves taught of God the Holy Spirit, the divine Author 
of its every page. ■

Livingstone once said to Stanlev “ A l l  that I am, I owe to Christ  
Jeeus revealed to me in His Divine Book. O Stanley, Stanley!  
Here is the source of strength, and the transforming power” .



TEMPORARY HOSPITAL W O R K  IN EAST  
• SZE C H W AN .

D r. M a x  B. W . G r a y .

It is.now three and a half years since, on about two hours’ 
notice. Paoning Hospital had to close down owing to the 
proximity of the Reds. For the first two'years things were 
•so unsettled that nothing we should have the face to ('¡ill 
medical work could be attempted. We were kept on the run 
looking after premises and visiting churches in the district 
immediately threatened, and then retiring agaiu as the Reds 
made a fresh move. We usually had a little medicine, and 
dispensed it as opportunity arose, but a day in a place, and 
unannounced at that, can accomplish nothing medical; 
though it had its uses, for it helped to make our hospital 
known throughout the district against the time of reopening, 
and in some ways it accomplished the aim of medical work 
■without doing it, as under circumstances of such stress and 
strain, a dose of medicine sometimes did as much to remind 
the harassed people that God cares, as full Hospital work in 
quieter times.

During the second year, slightly more regular work was 
attempted and we managed a non-stop run of seven weeks in 
Nanpu - but still outpatients only and at the end of this 
time, just as there seemed hope of getting the military out of 
■our premises, and being able to run outpatients there, in
stead of in rooms rented on the street, and even of being able 
to take a few in-patients, just at that point the Reds advanced 
again.

Duri'ng the past eighteen months or so, things have, been 
much more settled, though it was still a question about re
opening full Hospital, so we have attempted a cross between 
the two - what we were pleased to call “ Temporary Hospital 
W o rk . ’ ’ The idea originally came from a picture in ‘ China’ s 
Millions”  of some medical workers in the north, setting off 
for some place or other where they were to do temporary 
hospital work in the Mission premises.”  WTe know little of 
what this meant in their case, but from it we worked out our 
idea. Our scheme, in a nutshell, was to do as nearly as pos
sible, full Hospital work, though on very makeshift lines, in 
different Mission Stations for periods of five months at a time. 
Let us list the different points in favour of this scheme as 
they appeared to. us before starting on it ; later we can give 
some idea as to how far it worked in practice.
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1. W e  could work r,wo centres in place of tiie one central Hos
pital.  one foreign dorr,or and nurse being sufficient for each,

•2. W e  hoped to he more clusly linked with the local Chnrcli, 
which would be responsible for all evangelistic work; thns becoming a 
pari of the Chnrcli instead of an isolated evangelistic effort.

3. I t  might be a better proposition as regards the medical work
ers,  the break and change every half year doing a Jot to relieve the 
strain.

4. The sadly few medical workers would be better spreadont over 
onr very big district disadvantage to as. but a real advantage to 
tellow-misaionaries, who are often four or five stages away from the 
nearest medical help. At times too we could even fit in our work with 
maternity work among rellow-mUsionaries, thus savin«; them a lot of 
travelling and Ion<r absence from their work.

5. Looking through old operation and in-patient li«ts, we thought, 
we could deal with 80%-90% of ihem jusr. the same, as we would still 
he able to do all operations except abdominals, and e'  en these in emer
gencies,

6. A lot of overhead work and expenses would be cat out, as 
patients would even make their own feeding arm ngeifren 1.9,

7. Paoning has for years been going down as n siiv, and, since 
the Red invasion, is pathetically dead-and-alive; it is only our fine 
premises there that keep us to it, for full hospital work.

8. To  sum up the?e last three, we hoped to «¿el 150% - 200% the 
amount of work done, of at least 80% standard, with at most 50% of 
expenditure of finance and energy and we hoped for y. delinite increase 
in spiritual results.

Now, how did it all work out in the year we had it 
running?

1. In some places we got too many patients to deal with effi
c iently; in others, where we were not known, too few On balance we 
had somewhat more outpatients,  but somewhat less inpatients, than 
we nsed to have in Paoning.

2. A <jood deal of time was wasted gutting known, and getting  
going in each new place.

3. W e  did not seem to work in much better with the local Chur
ches, though this was probably because onr own thoughts were not 
sufficiently crystallised to enable us to get our ideas «cross efficiently 
to the local workers. There would seem no reason whv, with exper
ience behind ns,  we should not get very much nearer our ideal next 
time.

4 . A distinct advantage that had not been foreseen was that, we 
could adjust onr work to special needs; thus when several hundred 
refugees in Suiting created an urgent need, we were able to answer rhe 
call from the local c h m c h , and move onr work to that centre, with 
resalts , physical and spiritual, that made it very much worth while 
indeed.

5. W hether the break and change e\ery six months is an advan
tage, depends on the individual; for a married doctor with wife and 
fam ily ,  it would be impossible; for single workers, it would suit some  
temperaments very v e i l ,  but-perhaps not all. *

6. Refugee work complicated the principle ot patients making  
their own arrangements for food in some places, but where the prin
ciple obtained, they certainly appreciated the increased liberty, and 
it-brought their friends and relatives more in touch with the Gospel.

To sum it up, we would say that there is not much in it
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between permanent full Hospital work, and this Temporary 
Hospital scheme, but the ideal will be, as soon as the staff 
allows, to run both concurrently. Apart from helping actual 
Mission Stations, it has been suggested that this scheme might 
be tried out in opening up new centres - first splash in with 
five months medical work like this, and then let la y  workers 
carry on as a forward movement centre. We still have four 
or five hsien cities with no work - why not assault them some
what o n  these lines? M a x  B. W. G r a y .

C H I L D R E N ’S W O R K  I N  F U T S U N Y 1 .
B y  M is s  M a b e l  W a l l i s

Fntsnnyi is a village consisting of one long street, lying on the 
“ m a i n ” in the comity of Nanpu. Like so »»any Chinese villages it 
teems with children, large and small , clean and grnbby. W hen I 
arrived, in the early summer of last year, it was one of my objectives 
to get some work started among them.

Accordingly in July  we arranged a Children's Summer School; we 
announced it by attractive posters on the street, and gave ont invit 
ation cards to any and all of the youngsters whom we met. W ith t.he 
help oi some friends, Chinese and missionary, we carried throngh a 
pretty strenuous ten days programme, embracing Scripture lessons,  
singing and Hygiene, Handwork and games, making every hour as full 
of interest to the children as we conld, bringing each day to a close  
with a direct, bright Gospel talk.

Out of the Sum m er School grew a regular Sunday afternoon chil
dren’s service at which, thongh we often learn new chornses, the ones 
we sang at the Snmmer School seem to be the prime favourites. We  
are using the new conrse of lessons prepared by the Rev. J . Carpenter 
and every Sunday, a slip X>n which the Golden Text is printed is pasted 
into each child’s attendance book. A n y  child who at the end of the 
month can repeat the Golden T exts  for the whole month receives a 
picture card. An additional incentive to regular attendance is provid
ed by a gaily ornamented chart, on which are written, month by  
month the names of  the children attending most regularly. A full  
m onth’ s attendance receives a gold star, while those with only one 
absence secure a red star. The latest innovation is a percussion band 
and many are the eager aspirants to become bandsmen! The band is 
limited to about six or eight boys and girls chosen each Sunday from 
the best behaved of the congregation!

On Christmas Eve the children had a great- time in presenting 
tableaux from the Christmas Story and the improvised bright costn-  
inea were a tremendous source of delight. M r. A n  explained the scenes 
to a large audience of fathers and mothers, nncles and annts and I 
think both children and grown ups got a clearer idea of the reality of 
those wondrous happenings.

From among these children, five girls who have no opportunity of 
attending school have been enrolled in the Y ou n g W om en ’s Reading 
Claes and are making good headway with tbeir knowledge of character, 
while more than one of the parents have expressed their gratitude that 
some troublesome boy has at last  begun to learn, a little  civility 
throngh his contact with ttie Fuh In T ’ ang. But we trust that a 
deeper work than that is going on unseen in the hearts of these 
turbulent youngsters.



WOMEN’S WORK
Miss A . R. A l l e n  a n d  M is s  E. W a & ken

1‘ Designated to such and such a place for W om en ’s 
W o r k ' ’ , sounds so ordinary! What do you really mean when 
you say this? You aiv not nursing in a hospital, teaching in 
a school, or doing specialised work among women students. 
No, but 'W om en ’s W ork7’ is a very comprehensive- term ; 
one may not he a State Registered Nurse, or a certified 
Teacher, and yet one must be able for both nursing and 
teaching, and many things besides, if one would enter into 
the full meaning of the term. May we give you a sketch of 
the women’s work in oar city and district?

1. Classes for building up and strengthening those of onr women 
who are alread y baptized Christians; classes for those not yet baptized, 
but who have decided to follow the Lord ; enquirers5 classes for women 
seeking the W a v ,  the Truth and the Life.

2. Teaching the illiterate a mono oar women to read.
8. Bible Schools in city and country.
4- Half-yearly examinations for all women attending onr classes,
0. Keeping in touch with the young daughters-in-law- in Chris

tian homes, if Christians, to see that they are allowed to go on with the 
Lord ; if unbelievers, to ensure that they have opportunity to coine to 
classes and Bible Schools to hear the Gospel, for how can they believe, 
except they hear ? Some of our Christians do not. yet see the wrong of 
taking heathen girls as wives for their sons, or of hindering these  
younc; wive« in their Christian progress. They are often tempted with 
a «rood bargain, rather than a poor ( in  this world’ s goods) Christian 
girl. , , ,

tf. W eekly  Cottage Meetings in the homes of the Christians, thus 
enabling ttie women to witness for the Lord, and to do a little work for 
H im  by inviting their heathen relatives and neighbours to come and 
hear the Gospel.

7. Short-term Bible Study Schools of three months’ duration for 
onr keenest women, to enable them to become part-time voluntary 
workers.

8. Student Vacation Schools for senior students.
9. Market-day evan'gelistic work ; the Bible W om an or a volunt

ary workei si ands outside ‘ ‘ fishing5-* for our Chinese sisters, arid in vit-  
ing them to rest and hear the Gospel ; we inside deal individually with 
each woman.

10. Periodical visits to teach the women in onr outstations and 
forward movement centre, combining itinerant tours with wayside 
evangelism, to reach the unreached women.

11. Dispensary W o r k ,  both stationary and itinerant.

You ask, L'Are there results?”  Below are a few exam
ples.

1. In one of our Bible Schools, three young women turned to the 
Lord because of their mother-in-law’s testimony and exhortation. A t  
another, seven of these young daughters-in-law also came out brightly  
for the Lord, anchaiter further teaching, have recently been baptized.

2. W e  had eight voluntary workers assisting at onr last City 
Bible School.
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3. One of oar S . T .B .S .S .  students, only a young woman of 
tw enty, has won her father-in-law and mother-in-law, young sister-in-  
law, and aunt,  to the Lord. She has been exhorting her young hus
band, and we have been for twelve months pra\tng fur him ; he now 
professes to believe, and has asked for leaching. I b is  girl has had 
trwo terms ; the first term she was our dullest pupil -  now she excels  
all the others in teaching illiterates.

4 . Several of onr girls and yonng women, students in the govern
m ent schools, have expressed a desire to give their lives in the Lord’s 
Service, and so far their parents have respected this desire, and have 
not betrothed them.

5- Direct evangelism has its fruits too. An older woman who 
heard the Gospel for the first time one market-day six years ago, has 
helped here for nearly four years as honorary Biblewoman ; she has 
influenced more than tiftv people for the Lord since she herself believed, 
of whom over twenty have been baptized; the others are either learners 
or enquirers. The money she had saved for her sons to do idolat ry for 
her after her death, she has given to the Lord’s W ork ,  in all $240.00. 
Another woman now asking for baptism, wa« so thrilled when she 
hea.rd the Gospel for the first time one market-day, that she forgot to 
sell her calico, for which her son and daughter abused her when she 
went home to dinner. After  dinner she prayed along the lines in which 
she had been exhorted, then went out and sold her calico immediately,  
which greatly impressed them, and she has been coming along to 
church and classes ever since.

6. Besides market-day evangelist ic effortv. itinerant tours, way
side evangelism and house-to-house visitation provide scope for prac
tical work for our S .T .B .S .S .  students. By t hese means, many women 
bear the Gospel who would otherwise never be reached. How hungiy  
they are for the good news begging ns to Slav longer, pressing as to 
come again soon. Some we meet more than o n ce ;  others we may 
never see again. W e  give the Gospel to ail, and teach them to pray 
very sim ply , also inviting them to come to the nearest Church for 
teaching. Some come along ; others are prevented by distance and 
home t ie s ;  bat w’e believe the Lord’s promise, “ M y Word shall not 
return to -Me void” , and are encouraged by such remarks as these :

“ 1 have not worshipped the idols since yon were here last time, 
and told me they were false” .

“ I pray every day?\
“ I believe, but my old mother will not barn the idol?” .
“ This is what m y son telis me, and says he will not do idolatry 

for me when I die” .
“ I pray to J esus ; m y  brother says I can worship Him in my  

heaTt”
“ I heard and believed many years ago, but I have not been into 

the city for eighteen years. I am an ignorant old woman, and have 
forgotten it all ; tell ine again. W il l  Jesas forgive me ?”

In oar evangelistic w'ork last year, more than 20,000 women's 
tracts were distributed; tliis means we reached more than 10,000 
women, for wre give them in pairs, one of them being a prayer. As  our 
work is chieflv individual dealing with women, several hundreds must  
have been taught to pray.

7. Dispensary w ork-is  also a means of propagating the Gospel,  
for it often opens closed doors. The message travels round, “ If you 
eat rhe Gospel Hall medicine, and worship their Jesus, you will have 
long (yep, eternal) li fe .”  -

This is the “  YVernen’ s W o r k ” we.are designated to do ; may we be 
faithful in oar work and our prayers for our Chinese sisters.
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TA-NI-SHAN ORPHANAGE.

M iss S. G o w a r

Some 20 odd years ago Miss U. Pemberton was led to 
take pity on unwanted girls, and took in several. This be
coming known in tbe district, they were being constantly left 
on her premises. In many cases she was able to ascertain 
where they had come from , and assume herself whether they 
were really destitute before accepting them. Hut the paren
tage of some is quite unknown, nor have we any records of 
the others; probably those she had made were lost, when the 
Communists came. At least a hundred have passed through 
the Homes, of which there were originally two, one in 
Ch'ien-fub-eh’ang - market ¡30 li’ East, of Langehung, and 
the other a farm at Ta-ni-shan, 120 li ’ X E. of the same 
city - the latter purchased by Miss Pemberton about seven 
years ago.

With the exception of those mentally afflicted, blind, or 
■deafnriut.es, tbe orphans are all given a little education the 
standard required being ability to read their Bibles, write a 
simple letter, and reckon an account. School is carried on 
for half the day.

On the Farm they work in tbe fields, feed the pigs, husk 
rice and mill wheat, etc. The smaller ones out grass for the 
cattle, and gather firewood. The elder girls have charge of 
two younger ones, each - one being medium size, and one 
small; they are responsible for their clothing and cleanlin. s~. 
The medium-sized girl shares in the care of the little one. is 
able to wash her own clothing, and as a rule lakes her turn 
in the kitchen, as they cook all their own food.

Under the, oversight o f Miss Want;, and with the help of 
a tailor to do the cutting out -  they make their own cloth
ing, and shoes, the big girls sewing for the little ones in their 
care, and helping with the medium-sized when necessary.

All who are physically fit, when reaching a marriage
able age, are given to Christian families, being supplied with 
a simple wedding outfit - costing about $30. - and 816. for 
purchasing furniture. As the husbands are mostlj7 farmers, 
the knowledge of farm-work is helpful.

Since evacuating in June 1933, when Air. and Mrs. P ’ u, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hsu, and Miss Wang, with 75 children from 
the two centres, were brought down to Xanclning, no more 
have been received. The Ch'ien Full Ch’ ang premises were 
badly damaged, and have not been reoccupied. The Farm
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escaped destruction, and in the Spring of 1934. the children, 
less ten who had died, and four who had been married, re- 
tunird to Ta-ni-shun - but after three months were forced 
again to flee!

During the months following, the Red Tenor came fur
ther South, and in April i9 ; ’>r>, the children removed to 
Chungking. The end of 1935 saw them once more back at 
‘ H om e, ’ and with the Province at last freed'of Communists, 
we hoped their journeyings were over.

Mr. and Mrs. P ’ tt were now in sole charge, with Miss 
Wang as School-teacher. Then, owing to long continued 
drought. Mr. P ’ u began to predict evacuation on account of 
famine, which would cause food-stuffs to be difficult to pro
cure, and prices high: but remembering how the all-know
ing Father had supplied the extraordinarily heavv expenses 
of evacuation, we found it hard to believe it would again he 
necessary.

Like a bolt from the blue, on Nov 29th last, brigands 
raided our own house - 2 -li ’ distant from the Orphanage! 
The Evangelist was shot, and bis throat cut, and we robbed 
and beaten. This occurrence revealed conditions to be so 
lawless, that neither money sent by road, nor grain stored 
on the farm would be safe. Moreover water had failed - 
there being no river near, so that before 1936 closed, the fam
ily were once more moved; this time to Langchung where 
they now occupy the Girls’ School premises.

The present drought will certainly prohibit any thought 
of return this year, and whether it will be advisable to re- 
occupy the Farm at all, is extremely doubtful.

Plans are being made to prepare looms, and begin cloth- 
weaving. Most country-women use the spinning-wheel and 
not a few have cloth-weaving looms in their homes, so this 
industry will be useful to the girls in after-life; and now, with 
no farm-work to do they are able to do a good deal of 
fancy needle-work, which finds a ready sale amongst foreign 
friends. Any practical suggestions on the lines of Industrial 
Work will be very welcome.

Funds for carrying on the work are contributed by in
terested friends; we receive no grant from the Mission. As 
Miss Pemberton W'as from Australia, that country is the 
largest contributor, but English, American, and Chinese 
friends also help, though no appeal for funds is issued. One 
regular donor is a member of the Wellington (N. Z.) Chinese 
Consulate, Mr. Yii, and he writes most appreciative letters. 
A Chinese Sunday-school in the West of the Province sends a
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yearly gift, and several Chinese Christian women .have sent 
quite generous donations.

The number of children is now reduced to 55, of whotn 
3 are mentally deficient; 4 are deaf mutes, 3 blind, and one 
partially so; two are crippled. The remainder are normal, 
though some none too strong. Thirteen have been married 
during the past 3 years, and we have added five grand
children. Several of the married girls have sent money gifts 
in appreciation of benefits received whilst in the Orphanage.

S. Gowar.

K W A N G Y U A N
Miss G . E . M it c h e l l

Whilst those who are coming into the Church now are for the 
most part the more educated type we still need to go very slowly 
in the teaching of our women.

“ You must come along every week, the teaching in this book 
is very good” , thus a women of sixty-five was exhorting another 
of twenty-five. “ Which book?”  asked the missionary, bringing 
her head out from amongst the bottles in the dispensary cupboard. 
“ The book ‘Abundant Life’ (H. A. Maxwell) the.seeond lesson of 
which you have just taught us that teaching is very good.”

“ Where was the Lord Jesus born?” queried the sixty-year old 
vegetarian woman being taught on market day. “ The Lord Jesus”  
responded the just-returned-from-Mienyang-Women’s-school stu
dent, “ was born in the continent of Asia, that is where you and I 
live” . “ Oh, no,”  said the vegetarian, “ I do not live there, I live 
in the country parts of this . . . .  market” .

A fourteen year old son of an influential family some years 
ago met us returning from a funeral in the Christian cemetery 
where a very poor relation of his had just been buried. He was 
impressed and linked himself up. His father said he had only two 
sons and the elder was an opium addiet; this one might go to the 
Christian Church and see what kind of person he would become. 
The boy went steadily forward from his baptism, maintained a 
bright witness both away at school and also during vacations in 
his own city. As we see him now conducting the S. Sch. Teacher’s 
Prep, class, superintending the S. Seh , leading, with most appar
ent joy, the Young People’s Fellowship, we think the father can
not but be happy to see what kind of a person Christianity ean 
produce-and we think of another Father also Who is glad that 
Christ can see, in this one, of “ the travail of His soul and be 
satisfied.” ’

Communications are improving immensely in this district. 
Car takes us to the capital in two days (though it does not always 
bring us back!) and will also take us to Hanehong in two days 
and Si-an in five. Daily the road to and from the capital is used 
for the transport of riee to this place and recently, I am told, pro
duce is being sent up to Si-an by the motor road. We are told 
that the railway is to run through this place but there are no pre
parations outwardly up to the present—though surveyors have 
been along to view the land.
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BIBLE CHURCHMENS MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The work-of the Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society 
is very small in West China, and consequently the Society is 
scarcely known out here, but although young, only attaining 
its fifteenth year in 1937, yet it has grown steadily, and now 
has a total of about 180 missionaries working in India, N. 
Canada, W. & S  China, Burma, Iran, N. Africa, Lake Rudolf 
and Ethiopia.

It was in 1923 that in response (o a call from the late 
Bishop Cassels the Society took over the responsibility of 
working the three counties of Kwangan, Yochib and Linshui, 
formerly part of the C.I.M. East Szechwan district and having 
a population roughly estimated at 1,500,000. A lady doctor 
was the first missionary to come out, and seven more mis
sionaries followed at different times, but, so far as foreign 
missionaries were concerned, the work did not take very firm 
root, and in 1929 the last of the missionaries left, and no 
more eame out till 1936. In the intervening years the B.C. 
M.S. paid four or five Chinese workers (two ordained) and 
the work was superintended from a distance and by occasional 
visits, first by the Rev C. H. Parsons and later by the Rev. 
G. T. Denham. (Of all missionary policies this is easily the 
worst - employing paid workers without adequate supervision 
or co-operation. 1 find that our best Chinese workers long 
for more Chung Bsi ho tsoh - Chinese and foreign co-opera
tion not less.) However, the worst is better than none, and 
in the interval the Churches more or less held together, 
though their light shone but dimly. Early in 1936 an 
arrangement was made with the C .l.M . whereby Archdeacon 
and Mrs. G. T. Denham of that Mission were loaned to the 
B:C.M.S. for a few years to help train young missionaries 
who might be sent out and to try to start the work again. 
In March the Rev. E .B . Davis and Mr. H.E. Cordle arrived 
from England, and it is hoped that more will follow till this 
district is properly staffed. So much for a very brief review 
of the short history of a young Mission. .

2. With regard to “ the special religious experiences 
and views which your Church considers central in Christian 
living” , much could be said, but it is not easy to boil it all 
down into a few sentences. Each Mission lias its special 
views, otherwise where is the justification for its existence? 
Believing in those views it naturally tries to impress them 
upon the Church it is trying to found or to help. It could 
not do otherwise. In some cases the very name of the Mis
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sion shows where the emphasis lies, and this is so in the case 
of the B.C.M.S. This Society holds that the Bible i s ‘ "wholly 
trustworthy, historically as well as in matters of faith and 
doctrine; that such Scripture is the unerring Revelation of 
God, the one Rule of Faith, and the final Court of Appeal.”  
We rejoice that we hold this in common with many others. 
For the rest we hold the lissential Deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and be I ¡'eve that. His death was “ a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of 
the whole world” . We try to establish churches, not as 
individual congregations but as members of a larger body. 
For Christian living there must be vital contact with the 
Living Lord and it is our constant aim to help those who 
become interested in the "d octr in e”  to establish contact 
with the Lord Himself, and our hope that this New Life will 
be manifested in a changed individual and home. (Dear 
Mr. Editor, 1 feel that this is not what you want, so I will 
stop. There is nothing special about this; it is what we are 
all working for.)

3. Mission Strategy.
We fire sin integral part of the Diocese of East Szechwan; 

the clergy are under Bishop Houghton and his Assistant 
Bishop K n ; our delegates attend the annual Synod of the 
Diocese, and in worship we use the same Prayer Book. In 
these circumstances there is very little difficulty in inculcat
ing the principles of our Church, and our Christians easily 
realise that they are members of a far larger body. As to 
the Bible it has first place in our teaching and worship. Two 
lessons from the Bible are read at each Sunday service, one 
from the Old Testament and one from the New. This is 
easy. Our difficulty comes when we try to introduce Bible 
reading into the home. This is a formidable, heart-breaking 
business. Illiterates are many, and even those who can read 
are not the book-loving ciass who turn naturally to reading 
for recreation. The ancient words 'My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge’ 7 are Isunentably true now-a-days. 
One of the biggest problems that confronts us is that of 
making the converts Bible readers and lovers.

With regard to self-support we have nothing to boast of. 
In 1936 almost exactly SI¿00.00 was paid in salaries to two 
Presbyters (ordained), two Evangelists (unordained) and 
one Bible-woman. To this the Christians of six congrega
tions'contributed $200.00, or 16.6%. This is poor for such 
old-established’ Churches. (The Methodist Episcopal was in 
the district first, then the C .l .M . and then the B C.M.S.)
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Self-support is our aim, but it is like the happy land, far, 
far away. Our Pastors receive $30.00 a month, and the 
Evangelists SI 6 to $25. salaries on the one hand complained 
of as being quite insufficient, and on the other hand out of 
all proportion to the average income of the Christians to 
whom the men minister. Jt ie a difficult task urging $5 to 
$10 a month Christians to contribute to the support of a 
830.00 man. They feel it should be the other way round. 
The work of the Church requires a whole time worker who 
is paid a proper and sufficient salary, but till the Churches 
can do this they must be content with the second best, and 
have unpaid workers who will attend to their farms or 
business during the week and devote their Sundays t.o the 
service of the Church. Where it is necessary these workers 
should be properly ordained and minister the Sacrament to 
their local congregations. Thus the biggeM. financial difficulty 
would be solved, and I. personally, would be prepared for 
the Mission to undertake the support of men at present 
employed and to put them in other work if the Churches, on 
their part, could find suitable men to be their Pastors, Per
haps this is a counsel of perfection, but. I feel that a solution 
lies in this direction, and it may be that we should cut down 
the number of men now paid with foreign money (all but 
1 6 % ) and pray to the Lord to raise up local leaders.

Self-support! Indigenous Churches! Sometimes I 
wonder. 1 tried once to start an indigenous Church in an 
entirely new phice, not an old outstation. We went and 
lived there and soon got. good crowds listening to the Gospel 
and attending services in our dining-room. I felt that this 
was wrong and that we ought to have services in their din
ing-rooms. But, do you know, there was not a single 
heathen in that market who asked us to have services in his 
dining-room! Well, 1 preached as earnestly a? 1 could that 
the Gospel was without money and without price, and then 
I said, "‘The collection will now be taken’ '. Again I felt 
that this was wrong, but 1 did want to get them self-support
ing. 1 then told the few' men who were beginning to get 
interested that they must be an indigenous Church, and rent, 
mortgage or build their own place of worship. "‘ How splen
did this would be ,”  1 said. ‘ And then you must support 
your own Pastor at $30.00 a month, or have a cheap Evange
list at $15.00” . P.ut somehow these few poor men did not 
accept the idea of a self-supporting Church with any great 
enthusiasm. Some of them had seen Churches elsewhere 
anything but self-supporting, and they rather naturally 
wanted us to do for them what they had seen foreigners do
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for others. Two cases of typhoid among the missionaries 
and three evacuations because of the Reds rather hindered 
continuity of work, and now, five years after this abortive 
attempt the Church in that place has missionaries and a 
Chinese worker installed, and is being urged in quite the old 
style to do its utmost to provide money for the support of an 
Evangelist. And it is not doing badly, for this infant 
Church is giving $30.00 a year. But that is a long way from 
self-support. We are too much inclined to look at this pro
blem from the money point of view, whereas, of course, there 
can be a living Church, properly organised and self-propaga
ting, without a single cash. And should the first charge on 
an infant Church he the support of a man highly paid in 
relation to their own poverty, or should the Christians be 
taught, first to provide for widows and orphans? Should a 
mother compel her bain' to pay for the nurse?

And when the baby refuses to grow up, although every 
plan has been tried, what, ought to be done?

1 do believe in self-support and in what is generally 
understood by an indigenous Church, though the latter ex 
pression is really a contradiction in terms, for a Church is 
nothing if not catholic, but I do not want to quibble about 
terms. The important thing is to seek the best way to attain 
our ideal. Local unpaid leaders working on week-days and 
preaching on Sundays have been tried, and results have been 
meagre and disappointments great. True, they were not 
ordained and did not administer the Sacraments, but is this 
sufficient to account for the failure of this method in many 
places?

Is it sufficient for a shepherd to devote one day in seven 
to his sheep and to give the remaining six to other interests? 
Mr. Editor, what a lot of questions I am asking! It is be
cause a problem is a problem, and is not solved by a cheap 
dogmatic statement, or by carping criticism of what has 
gone before. Perhaps "solvitur ambulando7’ is the way 
out.
.f. Mission Institutions.

We have none, not because they are not valuable, but 
because we are young and we wish them to grow up natur
ally, rather as the expression of the Church's own life than 
as.a contribution from abroad. But this may seem to put 
off all institutional work indefinitely, and I rather think I 
should like to see medical work of some sort being done. 
This need not be institutional, but 1 should like to see a 
Hospital, however small, in this district.

School work can be very valuable, and I have seen
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splendid results from it, bat I think that small schools, run 
without proper supervision and equipment, and with med
iocre teachers, are useless. Does this describe any country 
schools?

I do not think that I shall stress school work here.
, Our diocese is emphasising the importance of Short 

Term Bible Schools for the training of country leaders and 
instructing them how to conduct services, etc. We shall 
hope to do something of this sort here, though in a simple 
way, and I hope that it may lead to some receiving a Call to 
whole time service. In big cities Preaching Hall work should 
be institutional work and should demand full time from our 
best Chinese and foreign workers. It should not be a side 
line, receiving only one or two hours a week, but just as a 
doctor is appointed to a Hospital and not expected to do 
other work, so should the best man available be appointed to 
Preaching Hall work as a whole time job.

G. T. D e n h a m

NOTES BY C.B.H.
It may interest friends of other societies to know that in the 

Diocese of East Szechwan there are now sixty-eight China Inland 
Mission members and associates, including fourteen married cou
ples. The men number twenty-seven, and the ladies forty-one, this 
latter figure including one Swedish and nine German Associates. 
In addition, three C.I.M. members are working in the Pingwu- 
Kiangyu area of the West Szechwan (C.M.S.) Dioeese. Of the 
above sixty-eight, one married couple work in the B.C.M.S. Kwang- 
an area, having been loaned to that society, and there are two men 
missionaries of B.C.M.S. also in that area

On furlough there are two married couples and five ladies, and 
at Chefoo one lady worker, protem. Four recruits, two men and 
two ladies now in training at Ganking and Yangchow, will join us 
this Spring.

The medical staff now on the field consists of two men doctors 
"and one lady doctor. Dr. and Mrs. Ivor Beauchamp are now en 
route for China, but news has recently come telling of Dr. Beau
champ having been put ashore at Port Said suffering from pleurisy. 
It is sincerely hoped that by the time this meets the eyes of read
ers, Dr. and Mrs. Beauchamp will have arrived back in China.

The attention of readers is drawn to the article by Mr. Bevan 
in the January issue entitled “ Indigenous Venture in Christian 
work in East Szechwan”  and also to the article by Mr. Parsons in 
the March number entitled “ Consecration of Bishop Houghton.”

“ It is quite certain that we, whether ministers or people, clergy 
or laity, can only do God’s work in this Church of England by 
adhering firmly and consistently to the principles of our church as 
laid down at the glorious and blessed epoeh of the Reformation.”

Dean Hook.
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M A IN L Y  CONCERNING BOYS.

R ev. G. II. Aldis, B.A.

“ Our parents belong to the old school, and still hold the 
old beliefs, but we know that they are false and that Christ 
is the truth.”  ‘ ‘ We have to respect and obey our parents, 
but in China nowadays freedom in religions things has been 
decreed, and as soon as we are older we mean to be baptized” . 
So said some school hoys to the writer recently.

In an increasingly educated and enlightened China the 
old beliefs and superstitions have been found to be woefully 
inadequate and impotent to meet, the demands of modern life. 
Youth is waking up, rubbing its eyes, and looking round for 
something that is live, real and satisfying, and discovering 
that Communism. patriotism, the New Life Movement, or 
even hero-worship, with all their slogans, propaganda and 
display are rather hollow ideals which contain no solution to 
the problems of the individual. When boys are shown that 
Christianity is something very different from what they sup
posed neither a foreign method of encroachment, nor
a dull set of rules for conduct, but the risen Christ living
within in nil His fullness and power..............there is immediate
response. There is something in the human heart, especially 
in childhood and youth, before the habits of life are formed 
and the vision is blurred by sin, that naturally recognizes the 
truth when seen. You do not have to convince boys of the 
love of Go<3. They seem to know it instinctively, both this 
and other truths which we w'ho are older and as we like to 
think, wiser, arrive at often with difficulty and sometimes 
only after fierce intellectual struggles. Again-and again one 
is struck by the way in which children who have never even 
heard the name of Jesus drink in the gospel story as soon as 
they have the chance. "Jesus loves us, doesn’ t He, and He 
died for us” , said a small hoy who had only just heard; He 
won’ t let the Japanese come and hurt us"’ .

The question we are trying to solve is, therefore, how 
best to bring the message to as many as possible. Sunday 
Schools are becoming increasinly effective and, when efficiently 
organized and1 interestingly run, attract many of the younger 
children. Wholesale distribution of picture cards, though it 
will always make for numbers, has been proved unsatisfactory, 
savouring as it does of bribery, in one place, when it was 
discontinued, the children sent an ultimatum saying, ‘ No 
cards, no Sunday School” . Obviously they did not come for 
the teaching. Experience has shown that when the lessons
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are made bright and interesting, with plenty of singing and 
perhaps preceded or followed by simple games, they will 
attract as many children as can conveniently be looked after. 
Cards may be used as occasional prizes for attendance. A 
tambourine and mouth-organ band was an attraction in one 
case, but tended to draw such crowds of gaping adults that it 
was rather difficult to get on with the job, aiid of course there 
were continual disputes as to the personnel of the orchestra, 
and, when that was settled, as to who should be first mouth- 
organ and who first tambourine. Recently Sunday School 
work on this side of the province has received a great impetus 
through the appointment of the Rev. John Carpenter to 
superintend it and through the course which he has drawn 
up for general use. The most obvious need is that of suitable 
Chinese workers. Where they are forthcoming, the mission
ary can do an important work in training them.

Sunday Schools, however, fail as a rule to get hold of 
older children, who require something with a little more 
variety, and Daily Vacation Bible Schools, when handwork, 
singing, hygiene, games and drill are taught besides Scripture, 
are found to be effective over here as in the west. This kijid 
of work is still in its infancy, but it is hoped that it will be 
greatly developed in the future.

The writer one year tried a ten days’ summer camp at a 
hill bungalow, which gave splendid opportunities amongst 
the boys who came, but, apart from the fact that he had to 
sleep in the same room with them in order to allay their fears 
of battle, murder and sudden death during the night, and so 
picked up a rather virulent germ which nearly finished his 
service in China, the difficulties of organization without ad
equate help, and increasingly disturbed conditions, have made 
further efforts along that line impracticable for the present.

The mention of English teaching will no doubt arouse 
snorts of disapproval from some, who condemn it as a waste 
of time, yet it provides an opportunity of contact which may 
lead further, it does much to break down the barriers of 
prejudice which exist in the heart of every student who has 
had no intercourse with foreigners, and it may give an in
troduction to people and places otherwise inaccessible. It 
also provides a useful safety valve for the newvcomer to the 
land, who is bursting to do something besides study, but un
able to take an active part in other work. If we are to use 
all means to save some, this surely may be one of them.

For friendship, after all, will accomplish far more than 
haranguing. Recently in Langchung we have been exper
imenting along the line of a very embryo boys’ club. It has
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grown up almost involuntarily from the habit developed by 
some higher primary boys of dropping in on their way to and 
from school to play ping-pong, look at maga-zines, borrow 
books or simply chat. After some time, during which religion 
was not mentioned, a few of them suddenly asked for teach
ing— not English, strangely enough, but religious- • . and 
the prayer of many weeks was answered. From one class a 
week, this has developed at their own request to three, and 
numbers have increased as those who come have introduced 
others. A  room has been found for them where they can 
come at any time and be free to do what they like, and where 
they are sure of a welcome. Obviously this kind of work 
requires a good deal of time, but in the experience of at least 
one there is no other method that hitherto has brought such 
satisfying results or so well repaid the time spent.

But whatever the method employed, what is important 
is to seize the present opportunity and win the young for 
Christ. We read of Youth Movements everywhere, intensely 
nationalistic, organized, efficient and aggressive. W hy should 
there not be in China a great Youth Movement, calling, forth 
the enthusiasm, loyalty and devotion of youth in a service that 
transcends all nationalism, that is aggressive only in the fight 
with sin and that finds its never-failing source of power in a 
loving, mighty Saviour, living in individual hearts as Lord.

THANK YOUJ
We desire to express our most sincere appreciation to all our 

Chengtu friends who have made our visit here so pleasant. Travel
ing to the coast by the way of Sian, Shensi, is getting quite 
populaj'. We therefore extend to you all a hearty welcome to our 
stations when you pass through.

May our Heavenly Father reward and bless you all.
Gratefully yours,

Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Gustafson 
Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Nelson 
Mr. A. O. Ratzlaff

T H E  N A T I O N A L  O P T I C A L  C O M P A N Y .

O phthalm ic O ptician s 
( 914-1937

281 Nanking Hoad, Shanghai.
Telephone 91224 

25 Years experience in Evetesting,  
frame-fitting, lens-grinding  
and accurate prescription-work.

Moderate prices and prompt service.
Our past work is proof of oar efficiency.
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SOME OF THE EAR LY LEADERS OF THE  
W O R K  IN E. SZE C H W AN .

It is with a good deal of diffidence only that a junior 
can presume to write of the leaders of those earl7  days when 
missionaries were missionaries and the work of making Christ 
known to the Chinese was attended with real personal danger 
and almost insuperable difficulty. We who in these days take 
our presence in the country and our liberty to preach the Gospel 
for granted, can hardly imagine the position of the workers 
in those pioneer days, when premises were rented with the 
greatest difficulty and then when a foothold had been gained 
Some riot was organised, and the feared and hated foreign 
devil was driven out.

The history of the early days of the work is an account 
of how the plans of its founder and pioneer were worked out. 
In 1885 the Rev. W . W. Cassells, one of the Cambridge seven, 
first ordained member of the church of England to join the 
China Inland Mission, came to this land and after two years’ 
work in the province of Shensi came down to Hanchung, 
Shensi, and so over the border to Paoning in N. Szechwan. 
It was the plan of Dr. Hudson Taylor the director of the 
mission, that a field should be opened in which members of 
the church of England who had joined the C .I.M . might work 
together. The plan prospered, for the leader was a man of 
faith and vision, of courage and tenacity, combined with gifts 
of leadership and organization. Within a few' years the work 
prospered to such an extent, some five stations having defin
itely been opened and a good deal of work done in several 
other places, that it was decided to form a new' diocese of 
which Mr. Cassells was appointed the first bishop. From 
1895 to 1925 Bishop Cassells carried on his work, being out 
continually travelling from centre to centre, none being con 
sidered too small or remote to claim a share of his pastoral 
eare. From Maochow and Sungpan in the west, to Taiping 
or Wushan in the east, the Bishop travelled, continually 
suffering the hardships incidental to such travel without any 
complaint or thought of the heroism of it. Mrs, Cassells 
though unable to share the Bishop’s hardships, was, as all 
testify, a real partner in the work. Bishop Cassell’ s ability 
and his devotion is amply proved by the extent of the work 
in his diocese and the standard which was attained to under 
his leadership. The Chinese who knew him all speak of his 
organizational ability and his Christian humility and dignity, 
while one often hears from the missionaries who served under
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him of his great kindness and intimate concern for their 
welfare and that of their families.

It is not surprising that under such sterling leadership 
others of natural gifts and similar consecration made good 
also and have left a name behind then, setting a standard 
for following generations. One of those who came to China 
with Bishop Cassells was Sir Montague Beauchamp, who is 
remembered as the great itinerant, evangelist, and known not 
by any title such as ' 'Muh-shih”  or ' ‘ Hsien Seng”  but sitnply 
by his personal name Chang U Yao. Dressed in clothes of 
the coarsest cotton, living absolutely on the land, carrying in 
summer an enormous plaited bamboo fan with the legend 

he travelled from place to place.all over the Kwang- 
yiian district and further afield on his widespread preaching 
tours. Many are the stories told of him and his escapades 
for the Gospel, of which some perhaps are legendary. One 
stor3T he tells himself was how when in Shanking a house had 
been rented and the infuriated mob removed the tiles from 
the roof hoping to drive him out, he stayed in under the 
naked rafters keeping the rain off him with a waterproof sheet.

Another of the same party, and an early fellow worker 
with Bishop Cassells was the Rev. A. T. Polhill. It was he 
who opened the work in Pachow, where he slaved for some 
time, until in the year before the Boxer troubles broke out 
he came to open a new work in Suitingfu. He and his 
party arrived in Suiting by boat and were welcomed with a 
shower of stones as they left their boats and took to their 
chairs to ride into the city to the house which had been rent
ed for them, a little courtyard'down a small alley near the 
north gate, a great, contrast to the extensive premises later 
built to form a centre for the work over the whole prefecture. 
Mr. Polhill’ s motto might have been, ' 'Ever Onward,”  for 
from the earliest days of his work in Suiting he was always 
looking out, and getting out too, to the distant parts of his 
district, to Suanhan, to Wangiian five days from his base and 
finally t.0 Chengkow a little mountain city on the borders of 
Shensi ten days distant. All over the district, his figure be
came a familiar one and to this day among the older gener
ation in the out of the way parts ‘ ‘ Tu Muh Shilf ’ has be
came a generic1 term for a male missionary. The bright and 
cheery little missionary endeared himself to everybody Once 
a Chinese fellow worker was recounting the lessons he had 
learned from the example of various missionaries. 'From 
Mr. Polhill,”  he said, “ 1 learned how to love m en.”  A n 
other said, “ 1 never saw him lose his temper.”  Once when 
a Christian had engaged his daughter to a heathen he did
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say, Muh Shih yao fah ch ’ i, “ and his face turned a little red, 
but that was all.”

How many more there were about each of which a bio
graphy in many volumes might be written. To choose a few, 
the Rev. E. O. Williams of Pachow, a faithful and loving 
pastor, Mr. Hope-Gill one of the first to get a footing in 
Wanbsien, Mr. A. E. Evans, the leader of the work in Shun
t in g  and Kwangan for so many years, who would tell you 
how lie had to sprint in his socks to the yamen to take refuge 
from the howling mob at his heels. But they couldn’ t drive 
him out and he built up a work in several counties. Then 
there was W . C. Taylor who worked for many years in Wan- 
hsien, whose son W .R .O . Taylor was not many years ago in 
Chengtu. And if we count these heroes, what of their wives? 
More too, what of that band of brave lady missionaries, the 
Misses Culverwell, Miss Lloyd, Miss Fowle, Miss Kingston, 
who organized church work, and schools, and itinerated ex
tensively. These names are but a few of those whose service 
dates back to before the founding of a new diocese in W. 
China; some are retired, some have already entered upon 
that rest of the eternal sabbath. With us in the ranks there 
are still two, Miss Johanson, one of the bravest of the brave, 
and our Grand Old Man of E. Szechwan, the Rev. C. H. 
Parsons, of whom I dare sing no praise, as one who is such 
a model of conscientiousness as he would be sure to read the 
West China Missionary News from cover to cover.

B U N G A L O W  A T  O M E I  
i o r r e n t ,  1937, “ F a b k y m o r n ” ,  belonging t o  L. E .  W il lm o tt .  A  

large bungalow, near the lower tennis courts, with good view o f  the 
Gin Din . A pply  to—

H . B. C o l l j k r , Chengtu.

O M E I  B U N G A L O W  F O R  S A L E

Large, seclnded bangalow (formerly owned b.v the H u m phreys) ,  
near the upper tennis conrts. In vot'd condition, with screened porch, 
doors, and windows ; hardwood furniture, iron spring beds, foreign 
stove, supply of dishes, large servants ’ quarters and cow shed.

Term s of sale very reasonable. A p p ly  to—
H .  B .  C o l l i e r , Chengtu,

OMEI BUNGALOW FOR RENT 
For 1937, the H.D , H. C. Brown Bungalow.

Apply—H. C. Brown, Chengtu.

ADDRESS Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Morse 
A.B.F.M.S.

152 Madison Ave
New York City, U.S.A.
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EDUCATIONAL W O R K  IN EAST SZ E C H W A N

By Miss E. M. S a n d e r s o n .

The Educational work of the China Inland Mission has 
in the past been of no small importance in the work of the 
Mission in East Szechwan. In some cities, the Mission 
Schools have been pioneers in the education of girls, and in 
looking back only twenty years, one realises what an «import
ant foundation they laid. .

The C.I.M. in East Szechwan has carried on Lower 
Primary Schools in most of its stations until recently, look
ing upon this agency as a means of direct evangelistic work 
amongst the young. Hundreds of children have thus heard 

"the  Gospel, and have been taught the Scriptures; and the 
children of Christians have had the benefit of a Christian 
education, a benefit thoroughly recognised by most Christian 
parents, and its withdrawal correspondingly regretted when 
the schools have been closed.

In some stations. Higher Primary has been added to- 
Lower Primary, and in a few places (e.g. Paoning and Ta~ 
hsien) it has been possible to carry on Lower Middle School- 
classes for both boys and girls for a few years. School work 
is necessarily expensive, and as the C.I.M. policy aims at a 
continuous increase in self-support, the Churches have not 
been able to shoulder this burden, and a great number of our 
schools have been closed. Added to this, during the recently 
disturbed times in Szechwan owing to Communistic raids, and 
with the evacuation of so many stations, it has not seemed' 
advisable to reopen Boarding Schools, especially as there are 
now so many well-equipped Government Schools and the 
C.I.M. holds a firm position of non-registration, which pre
sents difficulties to students going on to Higher Education.

Nevertheless one feels that the few years of higher school 
work has had some solid results. Personally I have only 
been connected with the Paoning and Tahsien Schools, but 
it has been gratifying to hear of'Paoning boys having develop
ed into useful Christian workers, and to meet no less than 
six young women from those two schools who have already 
completed, or are now pursuing a course at the Kiangwan 
Bible Seminary for Women, Shanghai. Of these, two are 
already back in East Szechwan doing Biblewomen’s work, 
and we hope to welcome the others later. In our Tahsien 
Girls’ School we were greatly indebted to the Misses Lii, 
Ch’ en and Hsii who were in charge of it for eight or nine 
years, and exercised a great influence for good among the
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scholars. That school- continued without a break for over 
thirty years, until the evacuation of 1933.

It is quite usual to meet men holding influential positions 
who have been educated in our Mission Schools, and although 
some are apparently untouched by the Gospel, their attitude 
is generally friendly. One so constantly meets with those 
who have benefitted by our schools, that there is a conscious
ness of regret that this work cannot be carried on as hereto
fore. However, there are opportunities, by means of Sunday 
Schools and Young People’ s Classes, of keeping in touch with 
the children of Christians, and of carrying on evangelistic 
work among the children of non-Christian people.

At the present time the G .W .M .U . School at Shunking 
continues to flourish, and the Kaibsien and Liangshan 
Chinese Church Schools are well attended. Miss Barber,' 
writing from Liangshan this month, gives some interesting 
details about the 'Trees of the Lord”  Society connected with 
their School, a Young People's Movement, the object of 
which is to band young Christians together in definite work 
for the Lord. She says: “ The meetings are managed
entirely by the members themselves, and conducted by one 
of the keenest of them, a girl of 18 who graduated in Higher 
Primary last term, and is now a Nurse Probationer at the 
Liangshan Mission Hospital.”  The meetings have been con 
tinued every Saturday without a break, since the Movement 
was started last September.

Although Mission Schools do not hold such a place in 
the C .I.M . work in this district as they have done in the 
past, yet their influence is still widely felt throughout the 
District, and it is to be hoped that, where they have had to 
be discontinued, the Missionaries and local Churches will 
take full advantage of every other means of reaching and 
holding the Young People.

BOOK CLUB
Mar. 13, 1937.

The accession list of University Book Club Feb. 15 to Mar. 13 
is as following^

' " ~  Through Europe on Two Dollars a Day
Vagabonding at Fifty 
Poems and the Spring of Joy 
No Plaee Like Home 
Singing in the Wilderness

Kathleen F. Spooner 
Secretary

Schoonmaker, F. 
Wilson, H. C. 
Webb, M. 
Nichols, B. 
Beattie, D. C.
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THE MONTHLY FREE-WILL OFFERING 
SCHEME AND SELF-SUPPORT.

By t h e  R e v .  J. C a r p e n t e r ,  M.A.

The monthly offering scheme is not new, though it seems 
to be quite an innovation in the Churches of East Szechwan.
I believe it was first tried out systematically in Longan 
(Pingwu) Church, (which was actually in the western half 
of the undivided diocese), by the R. V. Bazire. and was 
most promising, when the Red invasion caused the evacua
tion of the Missionaries, and the breaking up of the little 
Church, from which it lias not yet fully recovered. I under
stand however that, before this took place, the members were 
on the whole paying faithfully what they had promised, 
which averaged 11 cents a month per head of the adherents, 
in a church which could by no means be regarded as wealthy.

Details of the scheme will vary according to local 
circumstances, but here at Chuhsien it works as follows. The 
proposal having been put before the Church Council, a list 
is drawn up with spaces for names and amounts promised, 
under each of which are twelve small squares to mark month
ly payments. A treasurer is appointed, and promises 
solicited, the condition being that these must be made in 
silver (not cash) currency, and not be less than 5 cents a 
month. (At our local rate of exchange, this means just 
about one 300-cash copper a week). Individual members 
of families are entered separately, in order to educate the 
children, the theory being that anyone who is old enough to 
know how to spend a copper on a bun, ought to be taught to 
give a copper to the Lord’ s Work, At one country Church 
a small girl of six got quite thrilled over the scheme, and 
wanted her name entered for 5 cents; when reminded that 
she had no money, she asked that she might be allowed to 
go without her daily morning biscuit, and give the money 
thereby saved to the Monthly Collection. On the first Sun
day of the month, offerings are brought and placed on a 
special tray before morning service, the treasurer sitting at 
the ‘ receipt of custom”  and stamping a ' JJft”  (received) 
character in the appropriate square. Some advocate the use 
of numbers instead of publishing the names; this has its 
advantages, though not that of “ provoking one another to 
good works” , as much as the other plan, by which everyone 
Jsnows how low your contribution is compared with theirs, 
and how many weeks you are behind in paying it! It is
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easy to quote Matthew vi. J-3 in not quite the sense it was 
intended, the "right hand”  having left undone tilings it 
ought, to have done, and preferring that the inquisitive ' ‘ left 
hand’ ! should not know too much about it.

The proceeds of this Monthly Offering, together with 
two animal special collections at Easter and Harvest, from a 
‘ 'Workers’ Fund” , from which is drawn the annual assess
ment to the Diocesan Board, as well as the proportion agreed 
for the salaries of Biblewomen or other workers. The weekly 
collections, or ‘ 'small collections”  as they are most, ap
propriately called here, are continued as usual, including the 
first Sunday, but these, together with the proceeds from the 
the sale of grain from Church lands, for repairs, charities, 
etc.

So much for the theory; now how has it worked out in 
practice during 1936? To begin with, we foreigners determin
ed not to swamp the Chinese offerings, though we maintained 
our privilege as members of the local Church to do our bit; 
actually "western nieney”  came to just about 10% of the 
totals below. In the City everyone, with the exception of 
three who left the district, and two sad cases of backsliding, 
paid in full what they had promised, and the total realised 
$114.75, besides the Easter and Harvest Collections, which 
brought in an additional $74.10. In the Country Churches 
the response was no less encouraging, five of them entering 
the scheme, and had it been possible to organise their share 
from the beginning of the year, the results would have been 
even better. In previous years the Church has expected 
nothing from the outstations towards the parochial quota, 
except an occasional one or two dollars from one, or at most 
two, outstations, from their Special Collections; total last 
year, for example, $2.20 precisely. But in addition to this, 
these five country Churches contributed through the M. 0 .  
Scheme ,$47.92, including over $11.00 from a quite new place, 
opened to the Gospel in February, which entered the Scheme 
in July, in order to pay their share of the salary of the Bible- 
woman sent to them to leach the new converts. The receipts 
for the "W orkers ’ Fund”  thus totalled $238.97 for the year, 
of which $162.67, or over 67% , came from this new source 
hitherto untapped; a source which was, moreover, supplied 
entirely from free-will offerings. From this fund were paid 
the full parochial quota of $180.00, together with the part 
salaries of three Biblewomen, totalling another $48.00, leav
ing a balance of $10.97 to start the New Year.

What of the future success of the scheme? It is 
impossible to say. So far for the City Church, the promises
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are not as high this* year as last, but outstation returns have 
not yet come in. Moreover the assessment has been raised, 
and also the proportions of the salaries of the Biblewomen. 
One dare not say that the spiritual health of the Church has 
grown proportionately with their voluntary contributions, 
and yet such an increase in the latter, with no expectation 
of any ‘ return” , anyhow in material things, surely cannot 
be ascribed to anything less than the working: of the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of God's people. It is a spiritual revival 
for which we long and work and pray most of all, a revival 
which could not be reckoned in terms of dollars and cents, 
but which would include among its results a spontaneous 
increase in the love-gifts of the Lord ’s Children, that would 
more than solve the great problem of self-support in this and 
all the Churches.

Editor West China News,
Dear Sir: -

Looking- just now over an article in last October’s News “ Our 
Critics are often our Best Friends” , I find that I react as at first 
reading, only more so.

The eaption of the article, I ’m sure any one w;ould accept, but 
I hope few, if any, would accept the conclusion of the “ Young 
Missionary that the average evangelistic worker has as his ideal 
the establishment of a church ‘Just like the one at Home’. This 
would presuppose a static Church and anything but a dynamic 
group of missionaries. The church ‘at home’ (and I take this to 
mean any of the countries of ‘sending churches’ ) is being shaken 
out of its smugness, and missionaries in all parts of the world 
have had no small part in bringing this about I take it from the 
fact that the article appeared in the News, that the ‘Young Mis
sionary’ quoted got his impressions in West-China. Again and 
again in the home land one hears favourable comments on the lead 
in Christian co-operation that has been given in West China.

Your contributor implies that undue emphasis has been plaeed 
on preaching. We’ve under-emphasised it to such an extent that 
we’ve made no adequate preparation for the training of a native 
ir inistry, trusting rather to class room and clinic contacts. We’ve 
p aced far more emphasis on training of teachers and doctors and 
di ntists and nurses than on preparation of preachers, and both 
f< eign and native evangelists usually spend far more time in 
cl: s room than in preaching.

As for ‘Tackling the problems of the individual’ ,—He must 
tacile his own problems. I would say the error has been too 
mix h the other way, trying to do the tackling for the individual 
rrtl- er that rousing him to the fact that we ean do no more than 
hi Ip to point the way, giving sueh counsel as we can, but that the 
real initiative must rest with himself. I most strongly take ex- 
eep ion to the last sentence.

‘‘Our pastors will continue to be inferior in reputation to our 
ph- sicians until they can demonstrate an equal effectiveness in 
ta< kling the problems of the individual” . Who said that pastors 
ai e inferior in reputation to physicians?

Sincerely yours 
Junghsien, March 13th, 1937 C. A. BRIDGMAN
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UNIVERSITY NOTES

The spring exodus has commenced. President Dsang 
left for Nanking to attend the Central Conference of the Me
thodist Episcopal Church on March 24th, and while down 
river he plans to utilise the opportunity for meeting with 
honorary members of the Board of Directors a,nd with Alumni. 
In this and other ways he hopes to raise some funds for the 
maintenance of the work of the University. During Dr. 
I)sang’ s absence Mr. S. H. Fong is undertaking the duties of 
the President’s office.

Four of the medical families are on their way home to 
the States and Canada - Dr. and Mrs. Morse, Dr. and Mrs. 
Liljestrand, Dr. and Mrs. Lenox, and Dr. and Mrs. Cunning
ham - and to each of them we extend best wishes for a happy 
and refreshing furlough and a speedy return to the Univer
sity. _

Dr. Morse has placed his entire library on loan to the 
University Library and Mrs. Morse has presented a dozen of 
her lovely pictures to hang in the Assembly Hall and Faculty 
Common Room in the Administration Building. These gifts 
are greatly appreciated by the Faculty.

Those who will be leaving before the close of the month 
include Mr. H. D. Robertson going on furlough, Mr. Li 
Ming-liang who will accompany a Government Survey Group 
in the Lin Yuin district, and Mr. Kao Yoh-lin, who, at the 
request of the Bureau of Reconstruction, is to investigate the 
tanning industry in Chungking and Wanhsien; he hopes also 
to arouse interest in the proposed extension course in Tan
ning to be commenced at the University next fall term.

The sincere appreciation and best wishes of the Faculty 
go with Mr. Lo Chung-shu, Dean of Arts, and Head of the 
Department of Philosophy, as he leaves for a period of study 
abroad. During August and September he will be attending 
the International Congress of Philosophy in Paris and the 
Geneva School of International Studies, after which he will 
be’ in England for at least a year. In consequence Mr. F.A. 
Smalley has been appointed Dean of the College of Arts and 
Head of the Department of History, Political and Social 
Sciences, and Miss P. B. Fosnot as Head of the Department 
of Philosophy, until the close of the fiscal year.

The General Faculty at its last meeting, having learned 
of the death of Dr. George B. Neumann, passed the following 
minute:
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Resolved, to record our sincere regret at the news of the 
death of George B. Neumann, formerly a member of the Me
thodist Episcopal Mission on the staff of this University. Dr. 
Neumann was connected with the University from 1908 to 
1923 as professor in the Departments of Sociology and Re
ligión and for several years as chairman of the Senate. Dr. 
and Mrs. Neumann enjoyed the confidence and respect of 
their fellow-workers and it was a great disappointment not 
only to themselves, but to the Faculty of the University when 
they were unable to return to China after their furlough in 
1923. We extend to Mrs. Neumann and to her son the 
sincere sympathy of their former associates at this University 
in their loss and personal sorrow.

The Policy of the University.
During the past year a Policy Committee has been putting 

a good deal of time and effort into the consideration of .ways 
of solving the many problems which have faced the Univer
sity. They have based their conclusions upon information 
collected from various individuals and departments. These 
conclusions have been considered by the General Faculty, and 
referred to a Committee of Twelve, composed of college deans 
and administrative officers, for further study. The report of 
this Committee concerning Administration and Committees 
was presented to the Faculty at its meeting on February 25th. 
The plan suggested is an ideal one for the centralisation and 
simplification of the administration, but through lack of the 
necessary funds and personnel it is not possible to put. the 
entire scheme into effect at once. However, certain readjust
ments are being made.

The office of Vice-Chancellor has ceased, and instead Mr. 
S. H. Fong has been appointed as Chinese Executive Secretary 
and Dr. A .W . Lindsay as English Executive Secretary. Their 
functions will be to assist the President in all administrative 
and academic affairs, and in matters concerning Chinese and 
western members of the staff. Mr. T ’ ang Bo-chen has been 
elected as Director of Student Activities, and is responsible 
for coordinating all activities relating to student life. The 
new Cabinet is to be the executive committee of the General 
Faculty, and it is composed of the President, the Chinese and 
English Executive Secretaries, the Bursar, the Deans of the 
Colleges, the Dean of Women and a representative of the 
Principals of the Men’ s Residential Colleges.

In his report to the Board of Directors, President Dsang 
writes:
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Relationships with Rational University.
‘ ‘ During the past few years the University has had very 

friendly relationships with the National University in this 
city. The National University is responsible for a general 
educational programme, and the Union University develops 
certain aspects with which the National University is not so 
concerned, thus avoiding unnecessary duplication and com 
petition, and making for economy. It is our plan and policy 
to develop the College of Medicine and Dentistry, the English 
and Chinese Departments as our special contribution. In 
Science we maintain the standards required by the College of 
Medicine and Dentistry, and are hoping t o  develop extension 
courses in applied science, such as Pharmacy, Tanning, 
Agriculture and Dyeing, using grants from the Central and 
Provincial Governments for this purpose. The Department 
of Education plans to reorganise its courses so as to train 
students as teachers for middle schools, while the Depart
ment of History, Political and Social Sciences aims to train 
students for Government and social service.
Military Training.

During this year we have had permission from the 
Central Government for a modified form of military training, 
leaving it for summer camp meetings. We just stress the 
physical and disciplinary sides. Last term we received 
another order from the Government concerning special train
ing in Chinese citizenship during the period of national 
crisis. The Government will not allow any students from 
middle schools or colleges to graduate without fulfilling certain 
required standards in academic studies, physical training, 
military training, and moral and ethical character. These 
four qualifications are required of every student, and a definite 
record has tĉ  be presented to the Ministry of Education. If 
they do not fulfil any one of these four requirements then 
they cannot graduate. Our University follows the plan of 
emphasising the three sides physical, academic and moral. 
The Headquarters of the Military Training Bureau here 
knows our difficulties and is sympathetic towards them, and 
appreciates our sincere spirit and desire to put the non
military part of the training into practice. I hope our 
Faculty members and cooperating Missions will not worry 
much about this problem, because after all we are of the 
same mind in wanting to train Chinese citizens, and have no 
desire to emphasize the military side.!:

At the meeting of the Board of Directors on March 1st, 
the following minute was passed:

Whereas in the matter of military training the Univer-
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gity has to comply with the minimum requirements of the 
Government in order that students may receive Government 
diplomas o n  graduation.
R e s o l v e d  t h a t  w e  assure all supporters of the University that 

every effort is made to maintain the Christian character 
of the institution and to give the students a type of 
higher education in harmony with Christian ideals and 
principles.

WORK WITH MOHAMMEDANS
K io u k e n - G u s t a f s o n .

“ It is of interest to note that one seventh of the population of 
the earth is Mohammedan.

In China there are thirty-three million Mohammedans.
Prayer is Communion with God and should be observed at least 

five times per day - (1) at dawn, (2) just after high noon, (3) two 
hours before sunset, (•?) at sunset, (5) two hours after sunset.

The five pillars of Islam are: ( L) Belief in one God, Allah, and 
Mohammed, his prophet; (2) Prayer five times per day, facing 
Mecca, (3) The giving of alms, which was later a part of the tax; 
(4) Fastsj (5 ’ Pilgrimages to Mecca, at least once during life.

The six great Apostles are: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses,
Jesus, and Mohammed.’ '*

In the section of the country where we live, especially in 
Kansu, we have many Mohammedans. We have found them to be 
very friendly. They are ambitious and prosperous. In preaching 
the Gospel to them we have many times found them to be more 
receptive than Chinese of other faiths. Especially in speaking to 
them of Abraham in the Old Testament ana Jesus in the New 
Testament. In preaching service they are very attentive, very 
respectful, for to them, it deals with that which is Holy.

We are acquainted personally with one Christian Mohamme
dan, who is subject to much criticism but he stands firm and has a 
good testimony. There are no doubt many Mohammedans who 
believe the Bible but because of the great persecution they must go 
through they dare not come out openly.

About two years ago we had a joint meeting in a mountain 
district on the Shensi-Kansu border. This meeting was held with 
the cooperation of our C.I.M. friends to the west, Mr. and Mrs. A, 
Saunders. We were a party of more than ten people - Chinese, 
foreigners, and one converted Mohammedan. For eight days we 
made our headquarters in a Mohammedan inn.

Our program each day was as follows: after breakfast we 
conducted devotions at the inn. Forenoons were spent in visiting 
nearby villages, distributing Gospel tracts, selling Gospels and 
Gospel Posters. In the afternoon and evening we conducted evange
listic meetings on the street.

It was a joy  to see in the gatherings Chinese soldiers and other 
Chinese as well as Mohammedans. Soldiers and other Chinese

*From a book “ Religion,”  John Gaines Vaughan.



would come forward for prayer, but a Mohammedan no matter 
kow interested he might be when asked for a decision would go no 
farther.

We had posters and gospels in both Chinese and Arabic and 
were surprised how interested the Mohammedans were in buying 
these, especially when there were a few Arabic characters on them.

The owner of the inn was preparing then for a trip to Mecca. 
He has now returned and it was most interesting to meet him and 
again hear him tell of his long journey and all he had seen. He 
has visited us at our mission station.

Pray for the Mohammedans that they may be awakened to the 
Power of the Gospel of Christ. ‘

(Mr. Gustafson is a Missionary from Lunghsien, Shensi, a 
Refugee in Chengtu.)
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“ Smart Clothes Are Best Assets.’ '

HENG KONG -  my  t a i l o r

and

GENERAL OUTFITTER.

663 Szechuan Road,
¡Shanghai, China.

We invite all missionaries passing through Shanghai to 
visit our shop and inspect our goods which are of the very 
best quality. Reliable workmanship guaranteed. If you 
cannot come to visit us, please send us your measure and we 
will do our best to give you satisfaction.


