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FIFTH

A N N U A L  M E E T IN G

OF THE

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS,

FOR

FO REIGN MISSIONS.

T h e  Board m et according to appointment, at the Philosophical 
'Cham ber of Yale College, on Thursday, September 15, 1814, at 
,10 o’clock, A. M.

Present,
T h e  H on. E u a s  B o u d i n o t ,  Esq- L . L  D .

Hon. J o h n  T r e a d w e l l ,  Esq L. L. D.
TRev. J o s e p h  L y m a n ,  D. D.
Rev. S a m u e l  S p r i n g ,  D .D .
Hon. J o h n  H o o k e r ,  Esq.
Rev. J e d i d i a h  M o r s e ,  D. D;
Rev. C a l v i n  C h a p i n ,
R e v .  J a m e s  R i c h a r d s ,
Rev. S a m u e l  W o r c e s t e r ,  D. D.
Rev. H e n r y  D a v i s ,  D. D. and 
J e r e m i a h  E v a r t s ,  Esq *

T he  Vice President opened the meeting with prayer.
T he  following gentlemen were chosen officers for the year ensu

ing: viz.
T h e  H o n .  J o h n  T r e a d w e l l ,  Esq. President.
T h e  Rev. Dr, S p r i n g ,  Vice President.
T h e  Rev. Dr. S p r i n g ,  "1
T h e  Rev. Dr. W o r c e s t e r ,  a n d  Prudential Cnmmittee.f
M r. E v a r t s ,  J
T h e  Rev. D r .  W o r c e s t e r ,  Corresfionding Secretary.
T h e  R e v ,  M r .  C h a p i n ,  Recording Secretary.
M r. E v a r t s ,  Treasurer; and 
M r. C h e s t e r  A d a m s ,  A uditor.\

Voted, T hat  the tlmnks of this Board be presented to W illiam 
Bartlet, Esq. for his services as a member of the Prudential Com-

* T he Rev. Dr. Dwight was prevented, by College business, from attending till 
near the close of the meeting.

f  William Bartlet, Esq. declined a re-election.
t  Charles W  alley, Esq. who was chosen Auditor last year, declined accepting the 

effice.
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mittee, and for the generous entertainment -which, on several occa
sions, he has afforded the Prudential Committee.

T he  Hon. Elias Boudinot comniùnicated an extract frotn a letter, 
stating an earnest request from the Delaware Indians, that mission
aries be sent among Cherny which extraci was referred to the P ru 
dential Committee.

Voted, T hat it is the opinion of this Board, that the independent 
and unevangelized tribes of Indians, occupying their own lands, 
■whether without or within the'Jimits stated in the treaty of peace 
between the United States and Creat Britain, are, with other Gbjjects, 
embraced by the Act of their Incorporation.

The  Prudential Committee exhibited their Report, which was 
accepted.

A t 3 o’clock, P- M. public divine service was attended, in the  
Church of the United Society, and a sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. M r Richards, from Eph. iii, 8: Unto me, who am less than the 
least o f all saints, is this grace g iven , that I  should fireach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches o f Christ.

t rotedi T hat the thanks of tliis Board be presented tò the Rev. 
M r. Richards for his sermon delivered this day; and that a copy 
thereof be requested for publication.

T he  Hon. Mr. Bouciinot arid the Rev. Dr, Davis were appointed 
a Committee to carry the foregoing vote into effect. The  printing, 
o f  the sermon was referred to the Prudential Committee.

Voted, To  request De Lauzun Deforest, Esq. to audit the T reas
u re r ’s accounts for the year now closed.

Fridayy Sefit. 16. T he  Rev. Dr. Davis opened the meeting with 
prayer.

T he  T reasure r’s aecoynts were exhibited^ as examined and cer
tified by the Auditor, and accepted'.

Voted, That the next annual meeting bé hòl'den at Salem, Mass. 
on the third Wednesday of Sept. 1815, at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The Rev. Mr. Chapin was chosen preacher for that meeting, and 
the  Rev. Dr. Davis second preacher.

Voted, That the Recording Secretary transmit to every member 
of  the Board information of the time and place of the next annual 
meeting.

T he  fallowing bye-law was adopted", ih addition to chapter 2 nd,, 
section 1st, of the Bye*laws:

If, in the opinion of the Prudential Committee, i t  shall at any 
lime be dangerous to the health of the members of the Board, o r  
on any other account highly inexpedient, tó meet at the place ap
pointed for any annual meeting, the Prudential Committee are au
thorized to appoint some other place for silch meeting., by giving 
notice of such place to the Recording Secretary, in season for him 
to give notice to each member of the Board.

Voted, That  the thanks of this Board-be presented to the Presi
dent anc! Fellows of Yale College, for the convenient acconm'i&da.- 
tion afforded them, during their present session, in the Philosoph-



ical Chamber appertaining to said College; and that the Recording 
Secretary transmit a copy of this vote to the President.

Voted^ That  the Prudential Committee be directed to prepare 
and publish the annual report of the Board, including such parts of 
the Report of the Prudential Committee as they shall judge most 
useful, an abstract of the T reasu re r ’s accounts, a statement of do
nations, and such other information as they shall deem proper and 
expedient.

T he  Rev. Dr. Lyman closed the session with prayer.
The 'p receding  account is compiled from the original minutes of 

the Recording Secretary, with the omission of such particulars as 
might be uninteresting to readers generally.

R eport à f  the Prudential Committee. 5

K i P O R T  o t f  T H E  P R U D E N T I A L  C O M M I T T E R .

B r e t h r e n ,
*£ HE last annual Report of your Committee left our missionaries 
in the East, oti the mighty waters, uncertain where they shuuld 
land, and still more doubtful where they should abide. D uring the 
year great solicitude has been felt for them; but at length that so
licitude is  considerably relieved. For a long season they were held 
in anxious suspense, painfully fluctuating between fear and hope; 
bu t at length that suspense appears to have come nearly to an end. 
O ur  last letters from them were received by the way of England 
about ten days ago: the latest date from Mr. Newell being the 20th 
of last December, at Colombo, in the Island of Ceylon; and from 
M essrs. Hall and Nott, the 23d ©i the same month, at Bombay. 
T h e  principal facts and circumstances, rela’ed in their several 
communications, your Committee will report in order.

Messrs. Hall and Nott, as reported at our last anniversary, left 
Calcutta on the 20th of November, V812, Under circumstances not 
very pleasant, and embarked for Bombay, expecting to touch at 
Ceylon, and doubtful whether they should proceed any further. It 
appears, howeverr that they touched not at Ceylon, but at Pondi
cherry, where they staid about five weeks. The  reason of this 
they probably assigned in a  letter written at Pondicherry, to which 
in a  subsequent letter they refer, but which has not been received. 
They arrived at Bombay on the 1 1th of February, 1813, about 
eleven weeks after leaving Calcutta. On their arrival, they im
mediately found that intelligence concerning them, forwarded from 
Calcutta, had reached .Bombay; intelligence, disadvantageous to 
them, and accompanied with an expression of  the will of the su
preme government, that they should be sent to England. They 
were permitted to submit to Sir Evan Nepean, governor of Bom
bay, a very respectful and judicious memorial; which, together 
■with accompanying documents, declared the vieus with which 
they came to In d ia n -m a d e  known the patronage and instructions

* See Appendix A,
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under which they had been sent forth— gave a narrative of their 
proceedings at Calcutta— explained the misunderstanding wliieh 
had arisen between them and the supreme government there, and 
the reasons of their departing thence for Bombay, under circum
stances so liable to misconstruction— referred their case to -the 
well known clemency and candor of the Governor, and Implored 
his favor and protection. T he ir  .-memorial was very kindly receiv
ed and considered; and every thing relating to their  .object and 
their  proceedings appeared to the Governor in so satisfactory a 
light, that he not only allowed them to remain for th£ pre'sent at 
Bombayj but assured them of his disposition to render them every 
favor in his power; and even took upon himself the trouble to 
write a private letter in their behalf to Lord Minto, the governor 
general at Calcutta, with a view to remove the unfavorable im 
pressions respecting them, which had been made on his Lord* 
ship’s mind, either by misrepresentations or unexplained circum
stances, and to obtain permission ior them to reside at Bombay, or 
to go, unmolested, in pursuit of their object elsewhere. "Thus en
couraged, the two brethren-sat down to the study of the Mahratta 
language, under the tuition of a Brahmin; in the hope of having 
the satisfaction, in due time, of preaching in that language to the 
natives at Bombay, and in the extensive and populous regions, in 
.■which the language is vernacular.

Sir Evan N epean’s le tter appears tc have been successful in sat
isfying the governor general’s mind in regard to the character and 
proceedings of the two missionaries The  war, however, between 
the United States and Great Britain, intelligence of which had 
been received in India, gave rise to new difficulties. On the 25th 
of June the brethren were informed, by Dr. Taylor, a gentleman 
from whom they received many friendly offices, that the Governor, 
Sir  Evan Nepean, had expressed his feat s that, on account of the 
war, he should be under the necessity of sending them to England; 
though, as they state in their journal, “ the Governor expressed to 
Dr.  Taylor his firm confidence in their integrity, and the excel
lency of the character of those gentlemen by whom they were 
patronized ”

On the I Sth of August,  by the advice of a Mr. Money, another 
gentleman to whom they were indebted for many offices of kind
ness, they drew up another memorial to the Governor, which was 
to be presented along with certain documents of a purport to shew 
decisively, that their mission liad no connexion with the war. Mr. 
Money, they say, “ urged us to do this immediately, as he had ob
served eur names down at the marine office as passengers to Eng
land on the Caarmarthen, which was to have sailed ,bout this time, 
but having sprung a leak will be detained a month or two.”  From 
this memorial,  that something of the spirit and feelings of the 
brethren may be perceived and felt, the following passages are ex 
tracted:—

“ Right Honorable Sir,
“ W hen >.ve consider that both English and American Christians 

arc interested in our success—that already much time and money
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Have been expended in our enterprise, and that much more must 
be expended if  we are sent from this place;— that we must then he 
in perfect uncertainty, whether we shall ever be allowed to preach 
to the destitute the unsearchable riches of Christ;— and especially 
when %ve consider the command of that ascending Lord, in whom 
lire all hope,.and whom we would obey;— we feel justified, we feel 
compelled, by motives which we dare not resist, to intreat your 
Excellency’s favor. T o  ourselves it cannot but be supposed, that 
to fail in our object m ust be in the highest degree trying. O ur 
feelings are deeply interested, it may well be supposed, in our ob
ject,  to which we have been looking for so many years— for whiclji 
we have left our country, our prospects, and our dearest friends—  
to which we are conscientiously, and, by the help of God, unaltera
bly devoted— in which the hearts of Christians are universally en
gaged, without distinction of country, and which, we cannot doubt, 
is under the favorable eye of our Lord and Master.”

“ Your Excellency’s well known desire for promoting Christian 
knowledge, and the certainty that we should be in future as really 
tinder the direction and at the disposal ot your Excellency, as at 
the present moment, encourage us in requesting that we may be 
allowed to remain, at least till it may be learned whether there will 
be a speedy termination of the unhappy war.”

On the next day they write, “ Having prepared the preceding 
memorial,  we went with it to Mr. Money, being desirous to for
ward it as soon as possible, on account of a report which we last 
evening heard, that we were to go to England on the Sir Godfrey 
W ebster,  to sail on Sabbath next. At breakfast with Mr. Money, 
we saw the superintendant of embarkation, who told us, that he 
had, by order of the Governor, yesterday settled every arrange
ment for our going in the Sir Godfrey W ebster,  and that every 
pains had been taken to make us comfortable, and that we had 
been provided for suitably to our ministerial character. W e  were 
much distressed by this intelligence, and especially as we were 
entirely unprepared for such a voyage. Mr, Money immediately 
waited on the Governor, to tell him our unprepared state, and to 
hand him the above petition. On his return he informed us, that 
the Governor’s orders from Bengal were such, that he would be 
unable to allow us to remain; but, as he was unwilling to put us to 
any inconvenience, he would allow us to stay until the sailing of 
the Caarmarthen, which is to be in about six weeks. W e  then 
waited on the  Governor ourselves, and expressed our thanks for 
his kindness now, and on former occasions. He told us, that lie 
had supposed us prepared on the ground of what he had told Dr. 
Taylor; and endeavored to justify the Supreme Government in 
sending us away on account of the war. He declared his perfect 
confidence that we were innocent and harmless men, whose weap
ons of warfare were riot carnal bu t  spiritual. He likewise told us 
that he had succeeded in removing the unfavorable impressions 
which had been made on the mind of the p o v erno r  General,  to 
e’Jfect which he had written to Lord Min to a private letter, Thus
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it  pleases the Lore! to deal with os. W e  have never been covered 
with so thick a cloud.*'

Things remained in this posture until about the middle of Sep
tember. At that time the brethreu received from Calcutta the let
ters which about ten months before had been sent out for them 
from this country by the Alligator; and which, say they, “afforded 
us a pleasure which we cannot describe.”  W ith  the advice of 
particular friends, they submitted to the Governor's inspection the 
official le tter to them from .the Corresponding Secretary, accompa
nied with a note in which they say; .“ W e extremely regret  that the 
accompanying letter did not cpme to hand at an earlier period.—> 
Though  received at so late an hour, we should riot feel that we 
were faithful to our Patrons, to a numerous body o f  Christian 
friends, and to t h e -Savions cause, were *ye not to beg the liberty 
of presenting it  to your Excellency for perusal. Its general tenor, 
and particularly the information which it gives of the appointment 
e f  a Committee at Calcutta to co-operate in our mission, seems to 
us fuliy to declare, that our Society is simply engaged ip tfte great 
work, dear to English and American Christian^, o f  spreading 
p lm stian  knowledge and Christian hope«. T h e  gentlemen, whom; 
we now understand to constitute the Committee, are the Rev. Dr. 
Carey, the Rev. Mr. Thomason, Chaplain, and George Udny, Esq, 
the latter two in the place of Dr. Brown, and J. H. Harington, 
Esq. T o  this Committee we yesterday made known our unhappy 
situation; and we beg leave to express our desire to your Exce l
lency, that our departure from this Presidency may be so long de
layed, as to give them  an opportunity of acquainting the Governor 
General with their relation to us, and of removing, i f  possible, thç 
objections to our stay arising from the unhappy war.'*1- - ' : -

The  next day after this note was delivered, they write in theic 
journal, “ Mr. Nott waited on the Governor this morning at his 
request. H e mentioned, that he felt greatly embarrassed on, 
account of yesterday's le tter to him;—-that he wished to do all in 
his power for us; that he would think on the subject, and give an 
answer in two or three days. He did not hesitate in saying, that 
were he left to him&elf, he could not send us away.’*

T h e  Committee of Agency for our affairs in India, appointed 
by the Prudential Committee, as this Board will recollect, were 
the Hon. John H. Harington, Esq. and Drs, Carey and Brown. 
But when our communications arrived at Calcutta, Dr. Brown was 
dead, and Judge Harington was absent. Under these circumstan
ces, Dr.  Carey thought fit to appoint the Rev. Thomas Thomason^ 
in the place of D r.  Brown, and they unitedly requested George 
UJny, E sq .f  to act in the place of M r. Harington. Intelligence

* T he Prudential Committee, before receiving this communication, had appointe4 
ttiic* Rev. M r. Thom:u>ou to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death oi the Rev. 
Dr. Brown. 1

f  George Udny, Esq. has been for xjnany years a member of the Supreme Coun
cil in the Bt-.ngal Government, and lias been uniformly favorable to the diffusion of 
Qhrisiimiity in India. T he Supreme Couucil coiwkiU of lour « em bers -with th§ Gov- 
'•ifcor limiterai at Cheit- hritd.
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uF this arrangement was duly communicated to the two brethren at 
Bombay; and thèy, perceiving the advantage which it offered them, 
immediately addressed the letter, referred to in the above cited note 
to Governor Nepean, to the Committee at Calcutta, for the purpose 
o f  engaging their good offices with the Governor-General in their 
behalf.

About five days after this, thé two brethren received letters from 
M r. Newell at Columbo, and from the Rev, Mr. Thomson, Chaplain 
a t  Madras, from which the following extracts are given. Mr. 
Newell, under date of Aüg. 18th, 1813, writes, “ I have had repeated 
assurances from the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Tvvistleton, senior Chap
lain, and Mr. Brisset the other Chaplain, the Governor's brother- 
in-law, that as many of my friends as choose to come here shall be 
safe, and have liberty to gb to any part of the Island." Mr. Thom 
son, under date of Sept- 7th, writes, “ You have, I believe, received 
notice from Mr. Newell,  that you will be welcomed at Ceylon. I  
am  warranted by letters from the Hon. and Rev. M r Tvvistleton, to 
confirm it* I  think you should lose no time in submitting this to 
the  Governor, Sir Evan Nepean, and requesting leave to retire  
thither, instead of  being sent to England.”

Accordingly, after prayerful consideration, Messrs. Hall and 
Nott, on the 22d Sept. submitted the communications from Messrs. 
Thomson and Newell to the Governor, accompanied with a memo
rial, in which they say, “ Alter having read them, vve beg your E x 
cellency to regard with a favorable eye the pure, peaceful, inoffen
sive, Christian character of our mission, proved incontestably by our 
instructions, by our letters, aiid by the appointment of a Committee 
©f British gentlemen of the clergy and laity to co-operate in the 
mission, which we have had the happiness of making known to 
your Excellency; and to bestow an indulgent consideration on our 
present distressing situation, which must be aggravated in a severe 
degree, if we are sent across the seas to a foreign land, divided 
from our own by an unhappy war, the commencemein of which we 
have sincerely deprecated, and for the conclusion of which we 
earnestly pray.”—“ It  is stili our highest wish to remain here, and 
render ourselves useful as instructors of youth and preachers of 
the Gospel, under the protection of your Excellency’s government, 
■where the spiritual miseries of thousands call so loudly for the 
blessings of Christianity, where there are so many facilities for dif
fusing those blessings, and from which we Cannot be sent without 
so much grief to numerous Christians, and so much discourage
ment to others, who are"desiring to leave their own country, and go 
to-preach Christ in Pagan lands. I t is only therefore in the last 
resort, and with the hope of preventing the entire defeat of our 
pious attempt, that we implore your Excellency’s sanction to 
remove ourselves from this place to Ceyion, where we have such 
assurances oi a favorable reception, where we cannot but be under 
the superintending eye of a British government, and where, we 
trust, our conduct will be unobjectionable to his Excellency Gov
ernor Brownrigg.’*

2
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In their journal, Oct. 2 , the brethren write, “ Mr. M one j hayings 
at our request, conferred with the Governor concerning our peti
tion, received this dayfrorrt his Excellency a note nearly as follows? 
‘I  find myself awkwardly situated relative to the two Missionaries 
whom I wish to i>erve. On the 20th of August I  wrote to Lord 
Minto, and I ought to have received his Lordship’s answer some- 
days since, and am now in daily expectation of it. I told his L ord
ship, that I understood he had changed his plan concerning m is
sionaries, and allowed one in similar circumstances to remain ia  
Bengal; and that now there was time for him to shew the same 
favor to Messrs. Hall and Nott; but that if I should receive-no nevv 
commands from his Lordship, I should send them to England by 
the next ships. I had thought of another plan for them, which was, 
that in case Captain Digby should arrive in season, I should request 
him to give them a passage in the Cornwallis, which, as that ship 
will stop at Ceylon, would give Governor Bi'o’wnrigg an opportu
nity to-take such measures relative to them as he might judge  
proper .” Nine days afterwards they write, “ This day dined with 
the Governor. H e added nothing to what he had said in Mr. M o
ney’s note. He repealed that be must send us in one of these 
ships, unless something new should take place.”  And five days 
after this, that is, ot> the l&Lh of October, they say, “ This afternoon 
we received a note from our friend W- T. Money. Esq; informing 
us, that the Governor had failed in hrs application to Captain Digby. 
H e  says, ‘Sir Evan sincerely regrets his ill success. I am sure he 
felt, and does now feel, much interest for y o u — Under these 
inauspicious circumstanccs, nothing now remains, but to prepare 
for your departure in the Caarmavthen.’ ”

T he  Caarmarthen was, at thrs time, on the eve of sailing, and 
there remained to Messrs. Hail and Nott scarcely a gleam of hope 
that they should avoid being sent to England. On the 18th of Octo
ber, however, they had information of a vessel going to Cochin; 
learned that she would give them a passage, if they could be ready 
to go on board in about four or five hours; and understood, that 
from Cochin she would s-hoitly convey them to Columbo in Ceylon» 
T h e  time for deliberation was short. They concluded to go; and 
accordingly, taking some of their most necessary things, they em 
barked; leaving Mrs. Nott with her child, and some notes hastily 
written to acquaint their friends at Bombay with the fact and the 
reasons of their departure. On the oOlh of the same month they 
arrived at Cochin, where they were very kindly received, and dur
ing their stay very generously entertained, by Mr. Pearson, magis
trate of the place.

On the 5th of November they write in their journal, “ f o r  five 
days we have been laboriously employed in t r a v e l l i n g  among, and 
inquiring about, the Jews and Christians. W e have visited the Col
lege at Vaiipoli and several Catholic churches; C'andenade, the 
see of the late Syrian Bishop, and the synagogues of the Jews at 
Cochin. W e have carefully committed to p..per what information 
we could obtain, h a v i n g  been kindly furnished with sucli facilities 
as the place affords.”
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Tfee vessel, which had conveyed them to Cochin, could not, 
4? they had expected, convey them thence to Columbo. W hile  
waiting and seeking for a passage, and just as one seemed to be 
presenting itself, an order arrived from Bombay, requiring them to 
fee sent back to thal place. They accordingly returned, after an 
labscnce of almost a month. W ith  their private departure from. 
Bombay Sir Evan Nepean was not well pleased; as it might, from 
'the favor which he had shewn them, subject him to censure from 
the General Government, for imputed connivance or delinquency. 
In a respectful and able memorial to him, however, after their re* 
turn, they justified the procedure on ihe broad principle, that the 
authority of the Lord Jesus, under which they had been sent forth 
to preach the Gospel to the heathen, was paramount to any civil 
authority, whichWould frustrate, or counteract their mission;* and 
the Governor at length was so far satisfied, as to allow them to 
leave the ship in which they had been brought back to Bombay, 
and which for several days after their arrival they were noi allowed 
to  leave, and, free from all duress, to occupy a house provided for 
their accommodation in the city Still he considered himself as 
required by the Supreme Government to send them to England; 
and as under particular obligations, from assurances which he had 
given the Governor General,  to send them by the earliest regular 
conveyance.

On the ir  return into the city, the two brethren were received by 
their worthy friends there with great joy, and with expressions and 
tokens of undiminished affection, confidence, and respect.  Very 
soon afterwards, on the lOthof Dec. they received; from the Rev. 
M r.  Thomason of Calcutta, the last of t! .’ee letters.f bearing date 
Oct. 8th, and 13th, and Nov. 19th, 1813, in answer to theirs of 
Sept. 15th, addressed to our agents at Calcutta, in these letters, 
M r.  Thomason, with strong expressions of Christian affection, and 
ot desire to promote the great object of their mission, related to 
them  the measures which he and his colleagues in the agency had 
taken in their behalf with the Government, and the success with 
■"which those measures had been attended. “ The last letter, in par
ticular,” say the. brethren, “ tilled us with joy and thanksgiving to 
God. W e immediately sent a copy of it to brother Newell, and to 
M r. Money on the Gauts. O ur  friends advise to wait a day or two 
in hopes of something more full from Calcutta; and if nothing 
should come, to lay them before the Governor.” Accordingly, on 
the 13th of December, they sent to the Governor the following 
»ote, enclosing the two last letters from Mr. Thomason.

“ Right Honorable Sir,
“ Having always been convinced that the resolution to send us from 
this country emanated solely from the orders of the Supreme Gov
ernment, and not from the disposition of your Excellency, which 
we know to be friendly to the evangelical object of our mission;'

* See Appendix B t  See Appendix (V
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and having received letters from Calcutta, evincing a change of sett* 
timents in the late Govternor General, and the conviction of Lord  
IVjoira the present Governor General,  “ that our intentions are to 
do good, and that no conceivable public injury can, arise from our 
staying,”  and that his Lordship “ spoke very decidedly about our be-, 
sng allowed to stay;”  we beg to submit to the perusal of your E x 
cellency two letters, dated i3th Oct. and 19th uit. addressed to us 
by the Rev. Thomas Thomason, a most respectable ijninister of the 
Church of England, resident at Calcutta. W e  trust that your E x -  
cellency will consider these letters as containing decisive evidence 
o f  the favorable inclinations of Lords Minto and Moira ip regard  
to our present circumstances, and future views: and that with this 
proof of the light in which our mission is now regarded, by the su
p rem e British authority in Ipdia, your Excellency will have no dif
ficulty in permitting us to remain in this, place.

“ It is with inexpressible satisfaction that we are enabled, by a 
kind and overruling Providence, to present these communications 
to your Excellency, at this very interesting moment. A 

W e  have the liouor to be, Sec. &x.
“ Bombay, Dec. 13, 1813.”

On the 16th Dec. their friend Mr. Money informed the two breth
ren, “that he had jus t  been with the Governor, who mentioned, that 
no orders having been received from Calcutta concerning their stay, 
and he,being still under the positive orders of the supreme Govern
m en t to send them away, he must now send them.”  And on the 
2 Qth, R. T . Goodwin, Esq. the senior magistrate oi police, officially 
notified them, “ that a passage was to be provided for them to E n g 
land on Board the Charles Mills.”

T he  Charles Mills was then under orders to sail on the 22d of  
the same month, only two days after this note was given. A t this crit
ical moment they drew up a memorial tq the Governor, as their lasjt 
appeal:* a memorial,  which they considered as a private communica
tion, addressed to his Excellency, not as a Governor only, but as a 
man, and a Christian; which was written with the feelings and the 
solemnity of the occasion; and which, as they are careful to note, 
they viewed as of a confidential nature, but that the worthy Gover
nor was pleased himself to give it publicity. It appears to have 
been generously received by the Governor, according to his accus
tomed goodness, and to have had its desired effect.

Ou the next day after sending this letter, the brethren write in 
their  journal, “ W e  continued our preparations.— By two o’clock, 
^same day) our things were packed and labelled; by three the 
Coolies (porters) were all here; the things were all carried below; 
the boats were engaged to carry them on board ship, and the car
penter  to go and fasten them. The  friend, who had charge of the 
things, then went to the Captain for orders to have them received 
on board. The Captain went to the pay office for the money for our 
passage; the money was refused, and it was reported, that we were

* See Appendix D,
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not to go. T he  friend returned -with this information, and the things 
%vere all put into a room below, and the coolies dismissed. About 
five,Mr. Goodwin, the senior magistrate of police, called upon us t© 
say, that our le tter had been communicated to the Council; and that 
upon examination, it had been found, that no orders of any kind had 
been received from Bengal, ql a la ter date than the 19th of N o
vember, and that the government would allow us to remain, until 
they should receive further orders from Bengal concerning us. 
This intelligence at this decisive moment has filled us with great 

^oy; and sriven us great hopes, that we shall yst be allowed to re- 
jnidn at Bombay How^ wonderful and how merciful are God’s 
dealings with usi”

T he  next morning, 2§d Dec. they received the folIowi»g official 
note.

“To the R ev . Gordon Hall, and the Rev. Samuel No ft, American
Missionaries.

“ Gentlemen,
“I am directed by the Right Honorable, the Governor in Council, 
to acquaint you, that under the expectation of receiving some fur
ther instructions from the Supreme Government respecting you» 
he has determined to defer the carrying the directions he has re-* 
^cived into execution, until such instructions shall arrive.

“ 1 am, gentlemen, your obedient servant,
W . N ewnham , Sec. to Government.”

“ jBomhfiy Castle, Dec. 2 1 , 1,313.

Our last letters from these brethren appear to have been forward
ed to England, by the same ship, in which they themselves expected 
to have been conveyed thither, and which sailed from Bombay on 
the 23d of December. Later than this date we have no intelligence 
from them. From the facts and circumstances now communicated, 
however, your Committee derive a pleasing confidence, that our 
mission may obtain an establishment at Bombay: and they are p e r 
suaded that this whole Board, and the Christian public extensively, 
will unite with them in adoring the goodness of the Lord, so re 
markably displayed in the signal interpositions of his providence in 
behalf of our missionaries. Under Providence, grateful acknowl
edgments are due to the R.ight Honorable Sir Evan Nepean for the 
candor, magnanimity, and kindness, exhibited in his treatment of 
the missionaries, so creditable to his character, aŝ  a magistrate, an«l 
a Christian. N pr  can the Committee forbear to express their  high 
sense of tne admirable spirit and conduct, shewn by the missiona
ries themselves, in the circumstances of severe trial in which they 
have been called to act.- T he  evidence here exhibited of their firm
ness, their  perseverance, their wisdom, and their  devotedness to 
the great object of their mission, cannot fail to raise them in the 
estimation and affection ol this Boa’-d, and to secure Lo them the 
eonfidence and favor of the Christian public.

On the 24tii of Feb. 1813, Mr. Newell embarked at the Mauri
tius on bqard a Portuguese brig, bound to Bombay, but destined. t<*
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touch at Point de Galle in the Island of Ceylon. A t the  latter 
place he expected to meet one or both of the other brethren; but 
on his arrival he learned that they were both gone to Bombay. Sup
posing, however, that they would not be allowed to remain there, 
he  thought it best far him to stay in Ceylon, where he was assured 
of  the protection and favor of Governor Brownrigg, and other prin
cipal officers of the government. He immediately despatched a 
le tte r  to the brethren at Bombay; and by the return of the mail he 
received an answer from them, from which he learned, that, though 
their  situation at Bombay was quite precarious, yet they had 
considerable hope that they should be allowed to establish them 
selves there, and thought it  advisable for him to direct his studies? 
with a view to that place. Accordingly, as soop as he could make 
arrangements for the purpose,-he commenced the study of the 
Sangekrit- Hindoostanee, and Persian languages; and quietly pur
sued this study antil some time in November, when, from infor
mation received from the brethren *st Bombay, he felt himself com
pelled to give up all hope of the establishment of the mission at 
that place. ' From the time of his arrival in Ceylon, however, till 
the date O f  his last letter, he preached in English constantly once, 
twice, or three times a week, to English and half-cast' people; of 
whom, he says, “ there are thousands in arid about Col umbo, who 
stand in need of instruction, as much as the heathen,”  and among 
whom he hoped his labors would not be in vain. At the date of his 
last letter, Mr. Newell supposed that his brethren were actually on 
their  passage to England, and that he was left alone. “ Stript,” 
says he, “of all my domestic enjoyments, by the death of my wife 
and child, and separatee« from all my dsar missionary associates, I  
find myself a solitary pilgrim in the midst of a heathen land. My 
heart is sometimes quite overwhelmed with grief. But my p re
vailing desire is, and my determination, to try to do something for 
the wretched heathen around me. My conviction of the duty and 
practicability of evangelizing the heathen has not been diminished, 
but greatly increased, by ail that I have witnessed'in this part of the 
■world.”  T hus circumstanced, he was undetermined in regard to 
the  field in which to fix his mission; whether to remain in Ctylon, 
or  attempt an establishment at Bussora at the head of the Persian 
Gulf. The  reasons which weighed in his mind for the one and lor 
the other, he states at large, and in a manner which indicates much 
attention and rt flee ion.*. His trials, though different from those 
of his brethren, have been not less painful; antkappear to have been 
sustained in a manner not less creditable to the character of a 
Christian missionary. He must have been greatly rejoiced to learn, 
as he doubtless did in a short time, that his brethren had not been 
sent to England, us he supposed; and if they have been permitted 
to remain at Bombay, he has probably joined them there, to the 
great joy of  them all. J

Messrs. Richards and Warren, who, at the time of our last an
nual meeting, were, as then reported, in very eligible situations at

* See AgpeutSx K.
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Philadelphia, have just completed their respective periods of en
gagement there; and, so far as appears, very much to their own sat
isfaction, ajnd to the satisfaction of those with whose patronage and 
friendly offices they have been favored. #

Soon after our last annual meeting, Messrs. Benjamin C. Meigs, 
B urr  Baldwin, Horatio Bardwell, and Daniel Poor, were admitted 
by the Prudential Committee, as Candidates for our missionary ser
vice; and since, after such a period and measure of trial as the 
Committee judged suitable, they have all, excepting Mr. Baldwin, 
been formally received as Missionaries, to be under the patronage 
a n d  direction of this Board Mr. Baldwin has been prevented from 
being thus received, by feeble health, which the Committee grea t
ly lament, arid from which they devoutly hope he will ere long be 
recovered.

Messrs. Richards. W arren ,  Meigs, Bardwell, and Poor, will hold 
themselves in readiness to go forth to the heathen with the glad 
tidings of salvation, as soon as Providence shall open the door for 
their beirig sent. A t present the door at every point seems to be 
¿losed by the war; but this Board and the friends of Christian mis
sions will not cease to pray, that the war may soon be terminated; 
hor are the Committee without hope, that, should it continue, somfc 
way will nevertheless be found out for the conveyance ol the wait
ing missionaries to their destined fields of labor.

From three other young gentlemen, one now a practising physi
cian of distinguished promise, another a student at the Theological 
Serinnary at Princeton, and the other a student at the Theological 
Seminary at Andover, the Committee have received very pleasing 
communications, expressing their desire to be engaged in ihe mis
sionary service, under the direction ot this Board. But upon these 
applications, as they are yet quite recent, no decisive act ha* 
been passed. *

I t  will appear, by the statements which the T reasure r  will fur
nish, tha tfhe  liberality of the Christian public toward this Board is 
•ontinued and extended. New associations are formed for the 
purpose of contributing their aid. The  number of pious persons, 
who are becoming acquainted with the wants and the miseries of 
fche heathen world, and who are desirous of uniting their efforts to 
remove these wants and alleviate these miseries, is evidently on 
the increase Your Committee have reason to believe, that should 
Providence soon prepare the way for the establishment ol mission
ary stations in different pagan countries, an adequate number of 
pious, able, devoted servants of Christ would offer themselves as 
heralds of the Gospel to the heathen, and the means would not be 
withheld of supporting them in their most laborious, ¿*s well as 
most benevolent, undertaking. It is a pleasing thought, and one 
which may be indulged without presumption, that the Redeemer 
will graciously bestow upon Christians in America the honor of 

'becoming joyful instruments in promoting his cause, and advancing 
the progress of the millennium, not only within our own borders, 
htu extensively als® in foreign lands. How noble wiil be the drs*
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unction, should we be known as a people, to the inhabitants of dis* 
tant continents and islands, not as covetous of territory,— not as am
bitions of political dominion,— not as engrossed by commerce ana 
swallowed up by the cupidity of avarice;-—but as the liberal dis
pensers <>l Tin searchable riches, as cheerfully and zealously impart
ing  toothers (rod’s unmerited bounty to ourselves*

While regarding the subjcctin  this point of light, your Commit^ 
tee cannot refrain from expressing their joy, that this glorious 
work, has been begun;— that it has been formally and systematically 
entered upon by Christians in this country;—-that missionaries, in 
the employme nt of this Board, h*ve been engaged on the shores of 
Asia, in preparing to preach to the people in their own languages;— 
tha t the Scriptures, in the common tongues of the countries, have 
been purchased and distributed, as a free-will offering to God, from 
our honorable women, our young men and maidens, our old men and 
children.

I t  ought to be thank fully noticed, that many enlightened persons 
in India;— men of enlarged views and great acquaintance with the 
■world;— dignified magistrates and persons of professional em i
nence;— have most unequivocally and earnestly expressed their 
conviction of the necessity of missionaries, and their sense of the 
deplorable condition of the people in a moral point of view. Per
sons of this description have joyfully hailed the co-operation of 
America, in the great work of evangelizing mankind, as a most de
sirable event. They have expressed an anxious wish, that our ef
forts may be greatly and indefinitely increased. T he  limits of this 
Report, already too long perhaps, will not allow your Committee to 
specify all the facts on the authority of which these assertions are 
made. Many such facts have appeared, in the course of the p re
ceding narration, and the accompanying documents

I t  is evident also from every page of the correspondence of  the 
missionaries, that notwithstanding all their discouragements and 
perplexities, they have been more and more convinced, by all that 
they have seen and heard, not only of the practicability and duty of 
supporting missions, but of its being their particular duty, as it  is 
evidently their highest pleasure, to consider themselves as unalter
ably devoted to this work. They are also convinced, as their re 
peated discussions of this topic abundantly prove, that whatever 
may be the design of Providence in regard to themselves or their 
mission, it is the duty of Christians to take it for granted, that the 
®ause of missions will prevail, and to resolve, that by the help o f  
God, and with all reverential submission to his holy dispensations, 
i t  shall prevail.

The  agents of this Board in London have remitted to Calcutta, 
by the earliest opportunities, the avails of our several remittances 
to them. W e  had calculated, that our missionaries would have re
ceived our first remittance at an earlier date than that of their last 
letter, as this remittance was sent from London by the earliest 
spring ships of Id 13. I t  could not, w« think, be much longer de
layed. But, through the kindness of friends whom Providence had 
raised up for them in every place they had visited, there was little
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€anger that our brethren would be p u t  to serious inconvenience by 
any accidental delay of remittances.

At the conclusion of their Report, the Committee would direct 
their respectful attention to the Christian public. They need not 
solicit, what will be granted of course and without solicitation, a 
candid perusal of this the ir  annual communication, and of the pa
pers which will follow it. All who have contributed to send the 
blessings of the Gospel to the heathen;— all who love the prosperi
ty of Zion, will feel a deep interest in the history of our infant m is 
sion, and, we doubt not, will perceive the necessity of continued and 
persevering exertions. T he  object in view is so transcendantly 
important,  as not to admit of any halting or hesitation in the pursuit, 
while any prospect of success remains. Such a prospect will re 
main* we are persuaded, without suffering even a temporary eclipse, 
till the Gospel shall shed its benign influence on every land. W ith  
thankful acknowledgment of the  mawy fa\ors shewn by the Chris
tian public to this objtct, and of the many prayers offered in its 
behalf, the Committee would animate their fathers and brethren, as 
well as themseives, with the exhortation, Be not rosary in wellr 
doing; fo r  hi due season we shall reap, i f  we fa in t not.

JSiew Haven, Se/it. IS, 1814*

J IP P E J V D IX  (A .)

£On the clay after their arrival at Bombay, Messrs. Hall and N otl, after taking suit? 
able advice, put into the hands of Mi*. -Money, a gentleman of that pli«ce, the follow
ing petition to his Excellency, the Governor.]

To the R igh t Honorable Sir E van  Nepean, Governor o f  Bombayi&c.

Right Honorable Sir,
The Undersigned, lately arrived from America byway of 

Bengal, beg leave to state to your Excellency, that having been 
ordained to the Gospel Ministry, they have come to this country 
with a desire of being useful, by translating the Scriptures, by aid
ing  in the education of children, and ultimately by making known 
the Gospel to some who are now ignorant of it.

Humbiy trusting that these objects will meet with ynur Excel
lency’s approbation, they most earnestly beg, that they may be 
allowed to pursue them. At the same time, they cherish the hope, 
that should they be permitted to remain in the country, an orderly 
and prudent conduct will show, that your Excellency’s indulgence 
has not been misplaced.

They are happy indeed, Right Honorable Sir, in thus presenting 
the advancement of our holy religion to a Christian Governor;— one, 
too, who has given so many proofs of a desire for the diffusion of 
the Scriptures, an l the promotion of happiness among mankind. 

They have the honor to be, with the highest respect,
Right Honorable Sir, your most obedient

and most humble servants, 
Bombay, Feb, G o r d o n  l i  a l j . :

i 2, 1,813. SaiMufc.L N o t t ,



[On -visiting the police offif e , the same day on which the preceding petition was for* 
Warded, the missionaries were told, that they would not be perm itted to remain, gnd 
tha t unfavorable impressions concerning them had been made upon the mind of this 
government. T hey found themselves charged with having broken their word, in not 
going from Calcutta to the Isle of France; and with having concealed themselves at 
Calcutta, while the police officers were in search of them to pu t them on board ship 
for England. F or the purpose of refuting these charges, and explaining their con
duct, they drew up and presented, by his Excellency’s permission, the following 
memorial. 3

Bombay, Feb. 18, 1813.
To the R ight Honorable Sir E van  JVepeati, Governor o f Bombay, is‘c.

Right Honorable Sir,
W e  have heard with the deepest concern, that your E xce l

lency has received from Bengal intelligence deeply injurious to our 
character as men, as Christians, and especially as Ministers of the 
Gospel. Otur concern is the more distressing, when we consider 
our solemn responsibility to the great Head of the Church, and the 
high importance that the ipissionary character should stand with
out reproach; especially in a region like this, where the forfeiting; 
of that character must be attended with circumstances so truly „de
plorable. W e  beg, therefore, your Excel3ency*s indulgent consid
eration of the following statement of our conduct.

W hen  we left A m eiic i ,  as your Excellency will perceive by our 
letter of instructions, a copy of which we take the liberty of send
ing herewith, our destination was not precisely fixed; but was left 
for our subsequent decision. On arriving at Calcutta, pur first ob
jec t  was to obtain such information as would enable us to decide 
with discretion. But from representations made to us at that time, 
we were induced to believe, that we should not be allowed to 
remain in the Honorable Company’s dominions. An order from 
government, received about a week after our arrival, which order 
included Messrs, Johns, Lawson, and May, three English mission
aries, and Mr. Rice, an American, increased our fears. W e doubted 
■whether we should be allowed to leave the Honorable Company’s 
dominions for any place east of the Cape of Good Hope; and, if lor 
any, supposed it would be for the Isle of France alone. W ith  
these views we presented the petition marked No. 1.*

W h en  this petition was handed, Mr. Martinf objected to the 
presenting of it; and said, that the order of government was posi
tive for our return to America;— that wc must depart upon our own 
ship, but that she might carry us whither she liked.

In the course of a week from this, we received an answer from 
government, stating, that our assurances of going to the Isle of 
France were accepted; but that we must expect to be at the dispo
sal of the government of that island

After this, we continued in the expectation of going to the Isle 
of France, for about two months. WTe were endeavoring to obtain 
a passage, when we were taken sick. As soon as we recovered 

renewed our endeavors, engaged our passage on the ship.

* See No. 1. at the close of this Memorial.
■j"Mr. Muriiu was the chief magistrate of police..
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Adele, and paid for it as early as the 17th of September, at which 
time we were expecting the Adele to sail in a few days, though she 
did not till about the middle of the following month.

During our delay at Calcutta, the causes of which we have now 
explained» we were led by observation to believe, that our tears had 
been premature: for we found Missionaries, who had been ordered 
away no less positively than ourselves, nevertheless residing qu i
etly in Bengal; and we ascertained the same to be true of others in 
India- W e  therefore began to hope, that, had we pursued a differ
en t plan, we might have been allowed to go to the place, which our 
inquiries should incline us to choose. Several reasons at length 
inducing us to desire to go to Ceylon, rather than to the Isle of 
France, we prepared the annexed petition, No. 2;* but, lest we 
should presume too much on the indulgence of government, we ac 
the same lime pursued our arrangements, intending, should that 
petition be rejected, to proceed, according to our original plan, to 
the Isle of France. T he  petition, when delivered at the Police, 
was carried by the clerk to Mr. Martin, who was on the opposite 
side of the room, and who replied, through the same cierk, ‘that it  
was unnecessary to present that petition, and that he would give us 
a pass at anytime.* T he  question was asked by Mr. Hall, ‘Should 
we go to Ceylon, instead of the Isle of France, would that he 
equally acceptable to government?* and was answered in the 
affirmative.

The  petition was withdrawn; and we did all in our power to ob
tain a passage for Ceylon. But before we could obtain one, we 
were summoned to the Police, and our reasons were demanded for 
not having gone to the lsie of France. O ur  repiy was, that we had 
been endeavoring to go thither, till we had learnt from the Police, 
that a pass might be obtained equally well for Ceylon; and that we 
were then seeking for an opportunity to depart for that island. 
W e  did not at this, or at any other time, say, at the Police, nor to 
any person whomsoever, that our delay of going to the Isle of 
France was for want of opportunities. Nor could we have said 
this without obviously appearing to many, who well knew our 
proceedings, to be totally destitute of every principle of honor and 
religion.

Notwithstanding all our efforts, we found no opportunity of going 
to Ceylon; nor could we hope for one, we were told, earlier than 
the January fleet- In the mean time, it  had been suggested to us, 
that Mr. Martin would probably give a general pass from Bengal, 
without specifying any particular piace. W e supposed, lrom what 
he had said respecting his giving a pass, that a pass from him, and 
not a formal permission from government, was a regular depar
ture. W hether  such a pass could be obtained wc did indeed 
doubt; but we were encouraged to make the attempt in the confi
dence, that to fail could not injure us, and thut, should we succeed,
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* See No. 2, at the close of this Memorial.
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in the voice of the police we should have the voice of government; 
particularly as the police had been the only organ of government 
to us.

O u r  application succeeded; and on the faith of our passes “ to 
depart on the ship Commerce, capt. ArbuthnoU'’ we proceeded to 
make our arrangements; esteeming it a great favor that we had ob
tained permission to depart,  though it gave us no right' of remain
ing in the place 10 which we intended to go. Our friends expres
sed their happiness at our success;— among whom were some, in 
whose judgment we tliought it safe to confide.

T he  passes now in the hands of R. T . Goodwin, Esq,,* were ob
tained on the 10th of November, with the expectation that the ship 
•would sail in four or five days- On Saturday the 13th, a part of our 
baggage was put on board On Tuesday morning, the i 6thi we 
paid our passage to the captain’s agent, and, in the afternoon of thè 
same day, we were unexpectedly summoned to attend at the Po
lice, which we did the next morning with Messrs Rice and Judson, 
■who had received a like summons. W e  then received a com m u
nication from government, stating, that on account of our having 
failed to go to the Isle of France, wc were considered as having 
forfeited all claim to the further indulgence of government; and 
directing the Police to correspond with the Marine Board, concern
ing the provision for our departure for England, on the fleet under 
despatch. The fleet, we were informed, was to sail within five 
days, which would allow no more than three days to prepare for a 
voyage to England.

After reading the order, M r Nott mentioned to Mr.. Martin his 
circumstances, and asked, whether the order of government would 
interfere with his previous arrangements, and prevent his departing 
according to his pass? The  reply was “ Certainly; the order of gov
ernment is positive.” Mr. ¡Martin then mentioned the opportuni
ties there had been of going to the Isle of France, which had been 
neglected; and added that he had always told him, that he would 
have to go to the Isle ol France or England. Neither of us, how
ever, had heard our going to England mentioned before.

W c  were directed by the person who went with us from the 
Police, to give information should we change our place of resi
dence; and were also advised by him to write to Mr. Martin con
cerning our families, as they had not been noticed in the orders of 
government. This  advice, however, we did not follow, as we im
m e d ia te ly  formed the plan of making the annexed address to the 
Right Honorable the Governor General.

Concluding from the unexpected orders, that, if  we applied, 
we should not perhaps be permitted to proceed to Bombay, we 
resolved to attempt lo obtain liberty to go to Point de Galle, where 
the captain was so obliging as to promise to put us ou shore. 
W ith  these views we prepared the petition, No 3 f

* M r. flood win is chief magistrate of police at Bombay, 
f  St-e No. .3, a t llie close of this Memorial.
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‘ After this paper had received the approbation of some of our 
friends, we went on Thursday morning to Barrackpore, for the 
purpose of presenting it to his Lordship. The  Hon. Mr. Elliot, 
his Lordship’s private secretary., upon reading the first sentence 
observed, that as it related to an order in council, his Lordship 
■would not receive it in his private capacity. W e  mentioned the 
urgency of the case, and requested him on that account te deliver 
it; but he refused, and advised us to hand it to the secretary to 
■whose department it belonged. W e  left him without his probably- 
knowing who we were, and returned to Calcutta.

Having found upon inquiry, that the meeting of the council 
was postponed till after the time appointed for the sailing of the 
fleet, we did not hand our petition to the secretary, according to 
the Hon. Mr. Elliot’s advice; but resolved to embrace the doubtful 
but only alternative of embarking on the Commerce, according te 
our previous arrangements and our passports, should we find, that 
the captain had reported us to the police as his passengers and ob
tained the port-cleurance for his ship. Upon inquiry we found that 
he had not. WTe therefore delayed our embarkation till Friday 
noon, when the captain showed us his certificate, (which he cau 
doubtless now show,) that he had reported us to the police, agree
ably to the orders of the Governor General in Council; and like
wise told us, that the ship was cleared out at the custom-house, 
and would probably sail the next day. W e  then completed our 
arrangements and went on board the same day. Till we went on 
board we were either at our known place of abode, or moving pub
licly about Calcutta on our necessary business. W e did not give 
information oi our going on board to the Police, because our hav
ing obtained a pass, ahd the captain’s having reported us on that 
very day as his passengers, furnished them, we supposed, with 
sufficient means of knowing where vve were.

Though both the captain and the agent had told us, that the ship 
would sail the next day, yet she remained at her moorings till Mon
day morning, when we proceeded down the river. W e  imputed 
our not being sent for to the intention, and not to the ignorance, of 
the Police.

On this statement of the circumstances of our leaving Calcutta 
we beg leave to remark, that we did diligently endeavor to obiain 
an audience from government till it appeared that no audience 
could be obtained before too late an hour;— that considering our 
passes, and particularly the captain’s report to the police, which 
was made after the same police had communicated the orders ot 
government to us, we did consider ourselves as acting with reg u 
larity, and-presumed, when we found ourselves suffered to proceed, 
that the police, as we were now manifestly on the point of leaving 
Bengal, were not disposed to carry their inquiries any further.

Though wc had not succeeded in presenting the above-mention
ed petition to Lord Minto, we still intended to stop at Ceyion, sup
posing that a fresh departure from that island might be more favor
able to our reception in Bombay, than to arrive directly from Ben
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gal. But as Bombay continued to be the place of our desire;—as 
the government of Bengal had suffered us to proceed, while con
sidering us, as we supposed, bound to Bombay;— as we met with a 
long and unexpected delay on the coast;— and as our funds were 
low, we concluded to proceed directly to this place.

W e  beg leave to express our fears, that some appearance of  in
consistency in us may have arisen from a mistaken connexion of us 
with our two brethren;* from whom we lived at considerable dis
tance apart; with whose plans we were unconnected; and from 
■whose business at the Police ours was generally distinct and differ
ent. Your Excellency will readily perceive, that such a connexion, 
though the conduct of each, severally, might be explained, would 
give an appearance of inconsistency to both.

The above we declare to be a full statement of our conduct, in 
relation to the government of Bengal; the truth of which is known 
to many of our friends, with whom our conversations have been 
frequent and particular. That  we have acted with integrity, we 
have the testimony of our own consciences. That we have guid
ed our affairs with discretion, we will not say. But if the above 
statement exhibit indiscretions, we hope they will appear to be such 
as have arisen, not from rashness and obstinacy, but from an honest 
zeal in what we considered as laudable objects, and from the ig 
norance of strangers in a strange land. Above all, vve hope, Right 
Honorable Sir, that our intentions will appear to have been good, 
and our conduct such as not to have cast a deserved reproach upon 
our holy religion, nor to have destroyed our character as ministers 
of Jesus, in the interests of whose church we believe your Excel
lency to feel deeply concerned.

Having said these necessary things, respecting our characters 
and conduct, we beg your Excellency’s further indulgence, while 
■we submit at large the objects we desire to pursue in this place.

O ur  great and general object is the diffusion of Christian knowl
edge and Christian morals. In attempting this, we should consid
e r  our first step to be the acquisition of the language of the coun
try, which, in a tolerable degree, we suppose, must occupy the 
greatest part of our time for two or three years. D uring this time 
we should hope to be useful, by the instruction of schools com
posed either of European or half-cast children,! or by teaching the 
English language to the natives themselves. W hile  engaged in 
the acquisition of the language, we should hope to be uselul in our 
intercourse with the people, particularly the lower classes; giving 
religious instruction to such as should be inclined to receive it; and, 
finally, should we be allowed to remain, it would be our intention 
to do all in our power to forward the translation of the Scriptures 
into the Mahratta language; and, perhaps, should our lives be 
spared, into theGuzerattee  likewise; with the hope that by our feeble 
endeavors some might be induced to embrace them as the word of

* Messrs. Rice and Judson. En, 
f  Our readers may not. all be informed, that half-oast children are those, one of 

Ty-hose parents is a European, the other a Hindoo. Eg.
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life* and becom e partakers of the unsearchable riches of C hrist, 
which are such an inestim able blessing to Christian countries.

T his statem ent we cheerfully submit to your Excellency, hoping 
that our conduct has not forfeited and that our object claims, your 
Excellency’s indulgence; and that we shall not be under the pain
ful necessity of relinquishing an object, in which so many C hris
tian friends are so deeply interested.

W ith  sentim ents of the highest respect,
Right Honorable Sir,

W e are your Excellency’s m ost obedient, 
and most hum ble servants,

G o r d o n  H a l l , 
S a m u e l  N o t t .

#
No. I*

To the Honorable the Governor General, in Council.

W e, the Undersigned, passengers lately arrived on board the American ship Harmo
ny, having received an order to depart oul of the country on board the same ship, beg 
leave to state, that agreeably to our intention, stated at the Police on our arrival, of 
leaving the Company’s dominions, we request liberty to depart, by the earliest op
portunity, for the Isle of France; and therefore that the Harmony may not be refused 
a clearance on our account. L u th e r  R ice,

G o r d o n  H a l l ,  
S a m u e l  N o t t ,

Calcutta, A ug . 21, 1812.

No. II.

To the R ig h t Honorable L o rd  JWinto,'f Governor General, in  Council.

T he Undersigned, having been detained by sickness and other causes from going U>
. the Isle of F i  ance, as perm itted about two mouths ago, and now wishing to depart to 
Ceylon, beg permission to pass out of the Honorable Company’s dominions to that 
Jslaud. Gorbox H all,

S a m u e l  N o t t .
Calcutta, Oct. 17, 1812.

No. IB .

To the R ig h t Honorable Gilbert L ord  M into, Governor General.

T hf. Undersigned, having read at the Police the orders respecting their going to Eng
land, -Wherein they are said to have forfeited all claim to the further indulgence of- 
government, by not having gone to the Isle of Fr-.nce, beg leave to solicit your Lord
ship’s attention to the causes of their delay, and to tlie ir present circumstances.

As Carly as the middle of September, and as soon as they had recovered from the 
sickncss into which they fell on their arrival, they engaged their passage on the ship 
Adele, bound to the Isle of Prance, which was to sail in the course of that month, but 
Was detained till sometime after the date of the euclose4 petition.^

* 'i '/tis petition -¿oas published in the Panoplist fo r  Jan. 1813, p. 373; but as i t  u  
short, it  is republished here fo r  the sake o f  preserving the connexion.

Lord JWinlo administered the government of B engal fo r  s ix  yeai's. His term o f  
officii expired sometime in  1813, and he sailed 'for Kng'land probably in December 
last. L a ie  English papers mention his death soon a fter he reached home, aged  53. 
About the year 17S8, then S ir  Gilbert Elliot, he was an active member o f  the B ritish  
House o f  Commons* He is succeeded, in the government o f  the Company’s domimom, 
fry Lut’d  ¿IFiiira, ktwuin as Lord  R a w  don in the American revolutionary xoar.

El). P an. '
* See No. If.
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Information received during this delay led them to wish to go to Ceylon; at)d t\n> 
days aftar its date they conveyed the enclosed petition to C. F. M artin, Esq. to be 
presented to government; intending to proceed immediately to the Isle of France, if 
tha t petition should be denied. They w ere informed by M r. M artin, that it was un
necessary to present that petition, and th a t he would give them a pass at any time. 
Accordingly-the petition was withdrawn, the design of going to the Isle of France re
linquished and they endeavored to find an  opportunity to go to Ceylon. N ot finding 
■any prospect of a ship going directly to Ceylon, they made application on the 10th 
inst. at the Police for a pass to depart on the ship Commerce, which pass was grant
ed them, and on the faith of it, they have paid their passage, put part of their baggage 
on board, and are expecting daily that the ship will sail.

After what had been said on presenting the enclosed ‘petition at the Police, and 
after having obtained the pass, they supposed they might innocently and safely make 
their arrangements for departure. The arrangements are made; the ship is ready 
to drop down the river, and convey them to Point de Galle, where she would leave 
them.

We. humbly beg of your Lordship, that in consideration of our present circum
stances, the order of government may not be carried into effect on us, and that we 
may be freed from the very serious inconvenience of a voyage to England, 
i* Your Lordship’s

most obedient and most
humble servants,

G o r d o n  H a l l ,  
S a m u e l  N o t t .

Calcutta, November 18, 1812.

A P P E N D I X  CB.)

[W hen the missionaries were brought back to Bombay, they heard that they had 
been considered as prisoners of war, and were charged with having violated a parole. 
This charge they refute in the first part of the following memorial. T he refutation 
proved to be unnecessary, as the G overnor explicitly declared, after reading it, that 
he had never considered them  as prisoners of war, nor as bound by a parole. They 
were judicious, however, in meeting a charge of so serious a Mature, and which they 
had reason to suppose had received some sanction from persons in authority. I t  had 
even been surmised in Bombay, that they were political spies.

The concluding part of the memorial will speak to the understanding, the conscience, 
and the feelings, of every reader.]

Cofiy o f a L etter to the R ight Honorable, the Governor, dated
Bombay Harbor, on board the Honorable Company's Cruiser
Ternate , Dec. 4, 1813.

7o the R ight Honorable S ir Jivan Nefiean, Baronet, Governor, 
&c. & c. ifc . o f Bombay.

Right Honorable Sir,
It has pleased a wise and holy Providence to return us to this 

place, and in circumstances on many accounts extremely unpleas
ant. But we have learnt with peculiar distress, that your Excel
lency, besides having felt officially obliged to interrupt our voyage, 
on which we were well advanced towards the Island of Ceylon, has 
conceived our conduct to have been inconsistent with the duties of 
our profession, and with the obligations arising from the indulgence 
and attentions, which we had the honor to receive from your Ex
cellency, during our stay in Bombay.

Did the present case concern ourselves merely, and were the con
sequences depending on its decision to fall on us alone, we are 
h#ppy in the belief, that your Excellency is not one of those urr-



gracious.rulers,  who condemn without allowing the accused to be 
heard in his own defence. But with how much grea ter  confidence 
ought we to hope and pray for an indulgent and attentive hearing, 
while we stand so highly impeached as the ministers of Jesus— the 
jiving God. If  we have departed From the path of Christian simplicity 
and innocence;— if we have prostituted the confidence, inspired by 
o u r  sacred office, to the base purpose of deception;— if, under the 
cover of zeal for God, we have dared to engage in the infamous de
signs of political intrigue, we have wounded our Savior, in the 
house of his friends;— we have brought an awful scandal on the 
Christian name, and done what tends to destroy all confidence in 

Jthe INlissionary character, and to delay that period, which is the ob
ject  of Christian hope, when the heathen shall all be gathered unto 
.Christ.

As these mournful consequences must follow necessaply 
upon our guilt, we should be uncharitable indeed to believe, that 
your Excellency, whose ¡standing is so high, not only in the politi
cal but in the religious world, and whose decision on the subject is 
óf such great importance, would not, like ourselves, earnestly de
sire that our characters, if possible, should stand without reproach.

W he the r  we can say any thing to remove, or even extenuate, 
our imputed crime and guilt, is not for us to decide. It is the 
prerogative of Him, who has seen all that we have done, and be
fore whom our conduct is sealed up for judgment and eternity. W e  
do, however, hope, that after having read what we now desire to 
offer, your Excellency will at least believe we have acted with 
bhristian  honesty, integrity, and zeal, though our zeai should still 
seem to have been inordinate, and our measures indiscreet.

W e  have understood, that we are charged with having violated 
the obligations of a parole— obligations so universally held sacred, 
and which so materially mitigate the calamities of war. W e con
fess, that, we are in a great measure ignorant of the laws of nations; 
and are sensible, that ever since we have been in the country, we 
have been exposed to numerous though involuntary errors in those 
painful transactions relative to Government, which, as Ministers 
of peace, we had little reason to expect. If we have violated the . 
obligations of parole, we have certainly done it through ignorance; 
though we did not act without caretul consideration.

W e  had beep warned, as your Excellency has seen, by our Rev«* 
erend and beloved Patrons at home, and we were disposed most 
entirely ourselves, to b e  particularly cautious in our conduct, on 
account of the ur happy war in which our country is engaged W e 
felt therefore under peculiar obligations to examine the subject ac
cording to our ability; and it appears to us in the following light.

W e  were originally ordered to leave the country, long before any 
intelligence of the war had arrived in India; j&nd the same or
ders included unimpeached and well recommended English Mis
sionaries, in precisely the same terms as ourselves: ior both 
which reasons we could not consider these orders as having ai?y 
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relation to our national character, and much less as making us prisfc" 
oners of nvar, or afterwards to be exercised upon us as such.
, On our arrival at Bombay, we were informed by R .  T .  Goodwills,, 

Esq. the chief magistrate of Police, that Government would not 
allow us to remain in the country, on account of orders which ha* 
been received from Bengal. These orders must have left Calcut
ta before any intelligence of the war had reached that place, having 
then but just arrived overland' at Bombay. Mi'. Goodwin's 
communication to us therefore did not, as we conceive, regard uà 
ás prisoners of war; nor did he intimate, that we were tò be con
sidered as such. He directed us to procure ourselvés a passage to 
England, and to give him information of our piade óf residence. 
W e  replied, that we had not the means of procuring ourselves á 
passage to England. W e  certainly did not suppose, that >Vhat pass
ed at this time amounted, either to an express, or an implied, parole; 
that we had laid ourselves under any of the obligations, or thàt we 
were to enjoy any of the peculiar privileges, òf a parole. N or  d i i  
■we suppose, that the liberty, with which we left thè office, resulted 
from any thing which had been transacted there; much less from, 
any peculiar confidence reposed in- us, as we were then under se- 7 
Vere censure.

W e  had other reasons for supposing we wére entirely free from 
the obligations of a p a r o le .  W e  did indeed think, that no one 
G o u l d  consider us to be under such obligations, while we did not 
enjoy the provision usually made for prisoners of war;— while wé 
were defraying expenses exceeding our ihuans, and while expect
in g  to b e  sent to a land of strangers, without the prospect of at 
provision there.

Besides, we have been led frequently to inquire, whether peace
ably behaved gentlemen, being found in a civilized state, at the' 
commencement of a war between that state and their own, aré 
usually considered as prisoners of war W e  were uriiformly an
swered ‘vVo”— And from the nature of the case, as well as num eri  
ous facts, we supposed “N o ” the only rational answer.

But we certainly had a higher reason for believing that we were 
not to be considered as prisoners of war. W e  had declared our
selves— and our declaration had received the confidence of your 
Excellency, and of the Governor General—to be the Ambassadors 
of the Prince of Peace, employed in his serviee, and devoted to that 
alone. W e  knew that we were parties in no war, and we believed 
that we were the friends of all men. W e  thought we could not be 
considered as prisoners of war, while adhering to the peaceable 
maxims of our  Divine Lord— the common R edeem er— the God 
of  England and America, before whom both nations, and all nations, 
are as one.

Shoitly after our arrival in Bombay, we presented to your E x 
cellency a statement of our proceedings in Bengal, and of the ob
jec t  of our Mission; accompanied by the official instructions under 
which we were to act. T he  liberality and kindness, with wnich 
your Excellency was pleased to view these documents, exacted our 
grauiude, and animated our hearts. Distressing as our circumstaiv
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x e s  bad been, and conscious as xve were of the integrity of our 
hearts, and the sacredness of our object, we received vour Exce l
lency’s favor as a signal blessing from Heaven; we indulged the 
inost pleasing hopes; we. thanked Godt and took courage.

T h e  attention your Excellency was pleased to bestow upon our 
subsequent addresses, we thankfully acknowledge. The  indulgent 
confidence with which you viewed, us, and the kind attentions which 
we continually received, were fluttering'to opr hearts, and increas
ed our desire of doing that, and that only, which should be agreea
ble to you. But while they attached our hearts, we should have 
mistaken their intention, had we considered them as shown for our 
personal merits, and not as the effusions of a pious and liberal 
xnind, and to us as ministers of the Gospel, for our work’s sake.

W hile, however, in all our requests to your Excellency, we so
licited what we thought would be for the honor of Christ, we never 
had occasion to ask for a greater degree of personal liberty, than 
we at first enjoyed. From the time of our first visit to the Police, 
tye were not aware that any additional liberty was gi anted, any new 

'restrictions added, any old one removed, any pledge required, or 
that any act of our own laid us under any restraining obligation., not. 
to  be found in the nature of our character as 'Christians, or our 
office as ministers oi the Gospel. W e  were not aware of any other 
difference made in our relation to Government, than'that which 
arose from an orderly and Christian conduct, and from those high 
and unsolicited attentions, which were never due to us as men, but 
enly to the ministerial character, which we hope was unsullied be
fore we left Bombay.

Your Excellency will allow us to cxpvess our honest belief, that 
the liberty we had, when we left Bombay, was the same that was 
given us before we had made any communications to you, or h a d  
received those kind attentions which we most thankfully acknowl
edge. W e  of course felt ourselves under obligation to act, not as 
American prisoners on parole, bu t  as Missionaries of Jesus, and to 
regulate ourselves by the inspired directions and holy example«, 
■which are to guide the ministers of the cross..

In thus considering ourselves, we felt iiidi ed as having in general 
terms the sanction oi your Excellency; whom we had understood' 
to say» that we were not prisoners of war, but harmless, inoffensive 
men; whose weapons of .warfare were not carnal but spiritual.

W e  have observed, that we felt under obligation to 're g u la te  
©urselves by the inspired directions and holy examples of the Bi
ble. If we know our own hearts, these, and these alone, influenced 
our minds, not with the delusive force of novelty, bin with the 
permanence of a conviction settled by meditation, and unaltered in 
the midst of delay and trials, and the darkest prospects.

Long before we were ordained to the Gospel Ministry, it became 
with us a solemn inquiry, in what part of the world it was the wil’i 
®f Christ we should preach his Gospel. In Christian countries 
■we saw thousands of minisfers, innumerable Bibles and other re-' 
Mgious books, to guide immortal souls to everlasting Hie,

JfJkfiendtT to the Report o f the Prudential Committee.
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W e  looked upon the heathen, and alas! though so many ages had; 
passed a\*ay, three Fourths of the inhabitants of the globe had not 
been told, that Jesus had tasted death for every man. W e  saw them 
following their fathers in successive millions to eternal death- T h e '  
view was overwhelming— the convictions of o u r  own duty were 
as clear as noon, and our desire was ardent to bear to the dying 
heathen, the glad tidings of great jo y— to declare to them H im  
Tjrho had said, look unto me and he ye saved, all the ends o f  the earths 
and who, after he had brought from the grave the body crucified 
for men, said. Go— tpach all nations— He thut believeth shall be 
saved , and he that believeth not shall be damned.

Affected and convinced as we were, though fastened to ofir coun
try by the strongest ties;—-though we had aged parents to comfort, 
and beloved friends to enjoy;—though urged by affectionate congre
gations to stay and preach the Gospel to them;— we were compel
led to leave all and come to this land, with the prospect of no tem 
poral advantage, but with the prospect, the certainty, of much tem
poral loss, and even of suffering too, should our lot be cast under 
a  heathen government, as the experience of all ages warned us 
to expect. W e were determined, as we thought, to deliver our 
message at the hazard of every personal convenience or suffering, 
trusting in God who guides the ways of all men, and willing tc* 
abide his allotments.

Right Honorable Sir, thus we were devoted to a work of which 
we are, anti ever shall be, infinitely unworthy;— devoted for reasons 
which can never lose their force, but whose weight in our own case 
had been increasing by all the preparations we had made, and by all 
the information we had acquired. Before we left Bombay we had 
spent more than a year in different parts of India;— had ©onversed 
with many gentlemen, clergy and laity, on the subject of Missions? 
— had iearnt much of the language, manneis and customs of the' 
people; and had become more deeply impressed with their wretch-' 
edness, and the duty of publishing io them the blessings of the 
Gospel. W hile  we enjoyed these advantages, we trusted we had 
acquired a valuable degree of preparation lor a prudent and useful 
management of a Christian Mission; which made it more than ever 
our duty to preach to the heathen.

WTe were standing on heathen ground. W e  were surrounded 
by immortal beings, polluted by idolatry, dead in sin, and exposed 
to hell. T h ere  was not one messenger to a million, among all the 
idolaters of India, to preach Jesus to them. 1 here was enough be
fore our eyes to convince us, that the command of Christ to teach 
all nations had not been thoroughly fulfilled; and we knew' that it 
had never been revoked. W e  nad for years been preparing; and 
we hud come to this country for no other purpose than to obey this 
command. But now we were called upon to relinquish the purpose 
which had been so long conceived— to abandon the work for which 
we had been so long preparing—and to depart,  not oniy from the 
particular field which we bad entered, but irom the heathen alto« 
geiher.— W e were commanded by a government we reverenced, a
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government exalted, as an enlightened and a Christian gqvernment, 
^tnong the nations of the earth---a government, under which Chris
tian people have been active beyond a parallel in modern ages, in 
their efforts for the universal diffusion of Christian knowledge;—  
and, what was peculiarly distressing, your Exccllency had consider
ed it your official duty to execute upon us orders, whi^h would re 
move us from thii fie ld  white already to the harve&t.

Thus situated, what could we? as Ministers of Christ, what ought 
TVe to have done? The miseries ot the heathen were before us. The 
©'.¡tmnand of Christ remained in full force. W e  had h:>p:"d, and 
prayed, and waited— till almost the day on which the orders for our 
going were to be executed, our work defeated, and our prospect of 
preaching to the heathen destroyed. W e  ask again what could we? 
W e  appeal to your own Christian feelings, whal ought we to have 
done? That the Gospel should be preached to these heathen we 
knew was according to th* will of Christ. If by any means we 
oould do this, though we had been forbidden, we thought, (we say 
ii  with all possible deference,) that we ought to obey God rather 
than man. '

T here  did seem to be a way authorized by the Holy Scriptures, 
\vhich> though doubtful in its issue, furnished, we thought, consid
erable prospect ot success. I t was to escape and reach Ceylon, 
where we had been assured of protection and encouragement. 
Paul and Barnabas escaped from Thessalonica; and again Paul was 
let d own in a basket by the wall of Damascus, while lie knew that 
the highest civil authority of the city was waiting to apprehend him.

W e stand far behind apostles, those venerable Messengers of the 
Lord; but though so far behind them, yet, as Ministers of the same 
Lord, we feel bound in duty to plead their example, especially 
\vhen we consider ourselves, if  prevented from doing our work 
in one city, under a command of our L ord  to flee to another. This 
we attempted, but without success; and lor this attempt we now 
stand so highly impeached.
' Amidst the dis’refes which unavoidably results from the imputa

tion of guilt, it affords us consolation to reflect, that until w e left 
Bombay, our  character, by a fair testimony, both here and at Cal
cutta, stood unimpeached.

If  this single act does really bring guilt upon our souls; if  it does 
justly destroy the confidence previously reposed in our characters; 
how ean we justify Apostles and others, of whom the world was 
not worthy, who in like manner fled from city to city rather than 
abandon their work?

Such. Right Honorable Sir, is the statement which we have 
thought it our duty to submit to your serious consideration. W e  
should be happy indeed, should it remove from our characters the 
imputation of guilt. Confident as we are of none other than the best 
intentions, we most earnestly hope, and anxiously desire, it may, 
and pray that the time may not be distant, when we shall be freed 
f r6m the painful duty of vindicating ourselves, and when we shall 
ciUer with joy and thanksgiving upon that work, lor which we are



literally strangers and pilgrims, and have no certain dwelling place* 
But the matter rests wii.li God. On Him we will endeavor quietly 
and patiently to wait;—to Him we will look to bear us through our 
present trials—-to publish his own Gospel to the dying Heathen, 
and to honor his dishonored Son among all nations.

W e  have the honor to *be, Right Honorable Sir,
W ith  the highest respect,  your Excellency^

Most obedient and most humble servants,
G o r d o n  H a l i . ,  
S a m u e l  N o t t .

4 P P E J V D I X  (C.)

^Letters from the Rev. Thomas Thomason of Calcutta, addressed to one of th ŝ 
:missionaries a t Bombay, the last of which was received Dec. 10,1813-3

My dear Sir, Oct. 8, 1813.
I  h a v e  been favored by yonrtvpo letters, and to save the post of this 

' evening write in haste to say, that Mr. Udny seems to think that 
some attempt may be made with Earl Moira to interest him in your 
favor; but how, or of what nature, he has not intimated. I am now 
going to wait upon him. No time will be lost in doing what can 
be done; nor, if any thing is to be done effectually, ought a moment 
to be thrown away. You shall hear as soon as any thing may be 
concluded.

W e  are deeply concerned in all your motions, and shall feel most 
liappy and thankful to God, if any thing should arise favorable te 
all our desires. It will be from Him. Vain is the help of man.

Yours a f f e c t i o n a t e l y ,  T h o m a s  T h o m a s o n .

My dear Sir, P ct* *3, 1813.
I t  has been no easy m atte r  to 'know how to proceed in your busi
ness. At first we determined on an address to Lord Moira, to be 
signed by Mr. Udny, Dr. Carey, and myself. After preparir g the 
le tter we demurred about the expediency of addressing Lord Moi
ra, on so delicate a business, so soon alter his entering on the gov
ernment, especially as we had to plead, not tor Missionaries m ere
ly, but for American Missionaries; and moreover to urge a revo
cation o f a government order, even while Lord Minto, the I£x*Gov- 
ernor General,  was upon the spot.

On the whole, we thought it best to ajiply first to Lord Minto; 
and this morning I have had a long interview with him. 1 showed 
Mm a copy of your last letter, and also of the letter of the Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, appointing us to act in India» 
Th is  I did in order to explain why we interested oursetves individ

ua l ly  in this matter.
His Lordship was very gracious— professed the highest opinion 

of your intentions— but could not give a decided answer without 
consulting with his late colleagues in council. For his own part- 
however, he seemed to think, iliat Sir Evan Nepean could judge 
as well as they could; and that the business might be left t© him ,t^ 
.act as he ' though t  proper.
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I  told him, that v.ye petitioned only for a relaxation of the order, 
■'Srhich bound Sir Evan Nepean to send you away. He said he 
would inform me, as sdon as he had had an opportunity of convers
ing with the council. i f  they can be persuaded to relax in- their 
views of the subject, the way will be cleared for Lord Moira to act 
without any indelicacy to his predecessor.

T hus the matter rests . It may be several days before you hear 
the result. But as there is a hope that it may be favorable, I hope 
you may obtain permission to stay un til you hear again.

But we look above Councils and Governors in this matter. W e  
have a gracious Head, who is not unmindful of his Church. T® 
Him  let us commit the matter in faith and prayer.

Yours affectionately,
T h o m a s  T h o m a s o n .

My dear Sir, Nov. 19, 1813.
A * t e r  much delay I have at length received a favorable intimatioa 
from government, which grants all that you requested. Lord 
Minto was long in giving me his judgm ent of the case. So I  
wrote again, enclosing in my letter a copy of a letter from a Mr. 
Erskine of Bombay to his triend Dr. Hare. A  copy was at the 
same time sent to Lord Moira by Dr. Hare. In that letter Mr. 
Erskine spoke very candidly and kindly of you both. No answer, 
however, was sent by Lord Minto to this second communication; but 
he called upon me, and said, that he thought I should find no di*H- 
eulty in obtaining the permission of this government. O ur  ad
dress to Lord Moira, signed by Mr. Udny, Dr. Carey, and myself, 
was accordingly sent in without delay.

Yesterday 1 had an audience of Lord Moira. He spoke very de
cidedly about your being allowed to stay; and expressed his con
viction that you meant to do good, and that no conceivable public 
injury could arise from your staying. But, he added, your letter 
will come before Council in a day or two, and will be publicly 
answered.

T hus  the matter stands. In a short time I hope to write again. 
Meanwhile, Sir Evan Nepean may be assured, that the government 
here has a friendly disposition towards you. May this arnve in time 
to prevent any decisive steps for your leaving India; and may you 
be abundantly blessed in all your plans and labors.

1 have the inexpressible satisfaction to observe, that Lord Moira 
has come out with efery  laudable desire to do all the good he can, 
and with the determination to extend the efficient aid of government 
in forwarding plans oi general instruction and improvement. l a m  
now preparing the materials of a very extended plan of operations, 
which, in the course of a month, I  hope to submit to lam. You 
shall hear from me on the subject more at large, if nothing unfore
seen prevent me from writing.

My kindest regards to your colleague, and to Dr. Taylor, to
Isom I am in arrears, and hope to write shortly.

Yours affectionately,
T h o m a s  T h o m a s o n .
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A P P E N D IX  (U.)

To the R ight Honorable Sir E van  JYefieati, Governor, Ifc . &c.

Right Honorable Sir,
W e understand that the final arrangements for our being transport
ed  to England are now made. At this decisive moment, we beg 
to submit to your Excellency the following considerations.

That exercise of civil authority, which, in a manner so conspicu
ous and determined, is about to prohibit two ministers of  Christ 
from preaching his Gospel in India, can be of no ordinary conse
quence; especially at the present moment, when the Christian pub
lic, in England and America, are waiting with pious solicitude to 
hear how the religion of the Bible is welcomed and entourage d 
among the Pagans of this country. O ur  case has had so full and 
conspicuous a trial, that its final decision may serve as a  specimen, 
by which the friends of religion may learn what is likely to befal, 
in India, those evangelical missions, which they are laboring to 
support by their prayers, and by their substance.

Had the decision been favorable to missions, it would have en
couraged the hearts t;f thousands to increase their  exertions for the 
enlargement of the R edeem er’s kingdom; it  would have brought 
thanksgivings to God and blessings to the Heathen. But if the de
cision must be unfavorable, it will tend to dcject the hearts oi 
Christians; it will cast a new cloud of darkness over this heathen 
land, and discourage many from attempting to rescue the poor Pa
gans from the doom which awaits idolaters. T h is  momentous de
cision, Right Honorable Sir, rests with you.

Now we would solemnly appeal to your Excellency’s’conscience 
and ask: Does not your Excellency believe, that it is the will of 
Christ that his Gospel should be preached to these Heathens? Do 
you not believe, that we have given a creditable testimony that we 
are ministers of Christ, and have come to this country to preach his 
Gospel? and would not prohibiting us from preaching to the H eath
en here be a known resistance to his will? If your Excellency fi
nally cxetts  civil authority to compel us from this heathen land, 
what can it be but a decided opposition to the spread of the Gospel 
among those immortal beings, whem God has placed under your 
Excellency’s government?* W hat can it be but a fresh instance of 
that persecution against the Church of Christ, and that opposition 
to the prevalence of true religion, which have so often provoked 
the indignation of God, and stamped with sin and guilt the history 
of every age? Can you, Right Honorable Sir, make i t  appear to be 
otherwise to your own consciencer-r-to that Christian public who

* I t is mauifest, from the whole history of this business, that this question, and thp 
succeeding one, were meant to apply to the system of measures adopted l.-y the East 
Iudia Company and the Bengal government, and not to Sir Evau Nepean in his indi
vidual capacity; for he appears to have beea favorably disposed toward the missioft-
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must be judges in this case—but especi 11v can you justify such 
an exercise of power to your God and final Judge?

Your Excellency has been pleased to say, that it is your duty to 
send us to England, because von have received positive orders 
from the Supreme Government to do so. But, Right Honoiable 
Sir, ------ *— ---------  ---------- ---------- -------------

nyere it even admitted, that whatever is ordered by a superior au
thority is right to be done, would not our case stand thus: Seveial 
months ago^your Excellency received from the Supreme Govern
ment positive orders to send us to England; but repeatedly ex
pressed a deep regret that you were obliged to execute such or
der's upon us But a lew days since we had the happiness to p re 
sent to your Excellency such communications from Bengal, as were 
acknowledged to evince such a change in the mind of Lord Minto, 
as that he was willing we should remain in the country, and that 
Lord Moira was also favorable to our staying. May not your E x 
cellency therefore presume, that notwithstanding the previous or
ders of the Supreme Government, it has since become their pleas
ure that we should remain in the country?

Besides, those communications further state, that the subject 
was soon to come before the Council for a formal decision. But 
delays are so liable to occur in such cases, that at this niomrlit a 
reasonable time has hardly elapsed for the arrivp.l of an official de
cision, though we have reason to expect it daily.

Under such circumstances, couid your Excellency be judged un
faithful to your trust, should you at least suspnul our departure 
Until a further time were allowed for official C o mmu n ic a t i on s  to b e  
received from Bengal? By so doing could you be thought ;o take 
upon yourself an unjustifiable responsibility: especially when ir is 
considered what a discussion thv, spreading of the Gospel in India 
has undergone in England, and how great i s the probability, that, 
something decidedly in its l&vor will soon  be a n n o u n c e d  in this 
c o u n t r y ? -------------------------- --------------------------------- -------------

It is our ardent wish, that your Excellency would compare most  
seriously, such an txercise oi civil authority upqi? us w uli the gen
eral spirit and tenor of our Savior's commands. W e most earnest
ly inti eat you nut to send us away from these Heathens. We intreat 
you by the. high probability, that an official permission from the 
Supreme Government for us to remain here will shortly be receiv
ed; and that something more general, and to the same effect, w ill 
soon arrive from England. W e intreat you by the time and money 
already expended on our Mission, and by the Christian hopes and 
prayers attending it, not utterly to defeat its pious obj ct by send
ing us from the country. W e intreat you by the spiritual mise
ries of the Heathen, who are daily perishing b e f o r e  your eyes, and 
under your Excellency’s government, not to prevent us from 
preaching Christ to them. W e intreat you by the blood of 'Jesus, 
which he shed to redeem them:— As Ministers of Hun, who has ail
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power in Heaven and on earth, and who with his farewell and as
cending voice commanded his Ministers to go and teach all nations 
we intreat you not to prohibit us from teaching these Heathens. 
By all the principles of our holy religion, by which you hope to 
be saved, we intreat you not to hinder us frpm preaching the same 
religion to these perishing idolaters. By all the solemnities oi the 
judgm ent day, when your Excellency must meet your Heathen 
subjects before God’s tribunal, we intreat you not to hinder us from 
preaching to them that Gospel, whieh is able to prepare them as 
well as you for that awful day.

" 1 ■ — - 1 — ~ 1 • 9 ■ —
W e  intreat your Excellency not to oppose the prayers and efforts 
of the Church, by sending buck those whom the Church has sent 
forth, in the name of the Lord, to preach his Gospel among the 
Heathen; and we earnestly beseech Almighty God to prevent such 
an act, and now and ever to guide your Excellency in that way, 
which shall be most pleasing in his sight.

W e have the honor to be,
Right Honorable Sir,

Your Excellency’s
most obedient and most humble servants, 

G o r d o n  H a l l ,  
S a m u e l  N o t t .

Bombay, Dec. 20, 1813.

A P P E N D IX  (E .)

[Extracts of a le tter from M r. Newell to the Corresponding Secretary, dated Co
lombo, Ceylon, Dee. 20, 1813. This letter is very copious, and, lest preceding letters 
should have miscarried, contains many facts which had before been communicated. 
The introduction of the letter, and the comparison of Jaffna and Bussora, as mission
ary stations, are selected to accompany the Report of the Prudential Committee. 
Other miscellaneous parts of the letter may hereafter be selected for the Panoplist.]

Rev. and dear Sir,
N early  two years have elapsed, since you sent us forth to carry 
the glad tidings of s .lvation to the perishing heathens in the east. 
O u r  Christian friends in America will perhaps expect, that before 
this time we have chosen our station, arrived at the field of our la
bors, commenced the study of the language or languages of the 
place, and made considerable progress in our work Ii would be 
no less pleasing to me, than to you and them, to be able to com mu
nicate such intelligence. But I rejoice, dear Sir, to see, by your 
report for the last year, that you are prepared, and that you have 
endeavored.to prépaie the minds of the Christian public, to hear of 
our  disappointments. It has pleased God, in his inscrutable wis
dom, to call us, in the very outset, to pass through the depths of 
affliction, and to experience the disappointment of our dearest 
hopes. Perhaps God intends by these trials to humble us; to pu
rify our hearts from pride and ambition; to crucify us to the world, 
and make us more sensible of our dependence on his grace, that.
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we may be better prepared to serve him, in the kingdom of his 
Son, among the heathen. If tribulation work in us patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hofte, we shall have reason to 
bless God that we have been so early and so deeply afflicted Pray for 
us, fathers and brethren, that the things which have belalien us in 
Asia may turn out./or the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ; that 
as the sufferings of ( hrist abound in us, so our consolation way - 
abound by Christ, that we may be able to comfort then», w |io are in 
any trouble, by the comfort ’wherewith roe ourselves arc comforted 
o f God.

[At the time of Mr. Xewell’s writing this letter, he took it to lie certain beyond a 
¡Joubt, that Messrs. Hall and Niiitt had been sent from Bombay to E ngland, and that 
the British government over the dominions of tlie East India Company was inexorably 
opposed to missions. J e  does not appear to have been informed of the great c u t -  
tions, which had been made in England, to opeu India to the preachers oi the Gos
pel. He considered himself as obliged to act alone, at least till he could be joined by 
fellow-laborers from this country. In this state of things, he looked around for the 
best place to establish an infant mission. His views on tha t subject are as follows:3

I have also written to our Committee at Calcutta for advice. I 
am wavering between two places, Ceylon, and Bussoia at ihe head 
of the Persian gulf. They both have their advantages and disad
vantages. 1  will give you a summary ot my reasoning whh res
pect to each.

The reasons for establishing our mission at Ceylon are these:
1 . The country is the k ing’s, and his m a j e s t y ’s government is  

friendly to missions His Excellency General Brownrigg, the 
present Governor of Ceylon, has been pleased lately  to say, that h e  
is authorized by the Secretary o f  State, (Eng.) to encourage the 
efforts of all respectable ministers.* Sir A l e x a n d e r  Johnstone, the 
chaplains, the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twisleton and the  R e v .  Mr. 
Bisset, and indeed every influential character in the place, is iu- 
vorably disposed.

2 . There  is here a very considerable scope for missionary ex e r 
tions. The population of the island is variously estimated, from a 
million and a half to three millions. It is probably somewhere 
between these limits.

3. There  are very great facilities for evangelizing this people. 
T here  are but two languages spoken in the island, so ihai when a

* This is an exceedingly important faet. Air. N. also states, in another part ot 
his letter, that Gov. Brownrigg had interceded with Sir Evan Napean in behalf of our 
missionaries, and that Sir Alexander Johnstone, Chief Justice, had also written to 
Bombay in their t'avor. These kind applications either had not reached the Bombay 
government, at the date of our last letters from that place, or the applications, if re 
ceived, had not been made known to our missionaries. The Christian public in tins 
country may draw a favorable conclusion, as to the importance of this mission, when 
they consider, that the Governor of Bombay, the Governor and Chief Justice of Cey
lon, and a member of the Supreme Council of Bengal, together with a considerable 
number of very respectable gentlemen, chaplains, missionaries, physicians, and others, 
of different religious denominations, at Calcutta, Madras, Colombo, and Bombay, pla
ces many hundred miles from each other, not only desired that our missionaries 
might fix themselves within the British dominions in Asia, but exerted a gratuitous 
and active influence to promote such an event.
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missionary has acquired these, he may preach to several millions 
o f  people. The natives can read and write. The whole of the 
Bible has been translated into the Tamul, the language spoken in 
the north of the island, and the New Testament into the Cingalese,* 
which is spoken in the south and the interior. There  are, at thp 
lowest computation, 200,000 native Christians, as they are called, 
but who are totally ignorant of Christianity. “ They have no ob
jection to the Christian religion,”  says Mr. Twisleton, “ but for 
their  amusement are apt to attend the Budhist festivals.”  U nder  
the head of facilities may be reckoned the schools. There  aré 
about i 00 already in operation, and the government is establishing 
others in every part of the island. Here we should be perfectly 
secure, under the protection of the British government, from all 
those dangers to which we should be exposed in the Burnian 
country.

4. T here  are but two missionaries in the whole island, Mr. 
Errhardt,  a German, from the London Society, and Mr. Chater, 
from the Baptist Society, the sanie that was four years in the Bur- 
man country. Mr, Vos, who was sent hither by the London So
ciety, has left the place, and gone to the Cape, where he is settled 
i n a  Dutch church. Mr Palm, another of the missionaries from 
the London Society, has left Jaffna, where he resided eight years, 
and has been appointed by government to the Dutch church here in 
Colombo, so that lie ceases to act as a missionary. Mr. E. has no^ 
yet acquired the Cingalese language; nor has Mr. C. yet had time 
to acquire it, so that there is not at this time one missionary on the
island, who can speak to the people in their own tongue.

5. Mr. Chater has told me, that Mr. Talfrey, (who has been en
gaged in translating the New Testanu-nt into Cingalese,) has re
peatedly expressed a desire, that I would apply myseli to the study 
of Cingalese, and qualify myself to carry on the translation. Mr. 
C has also expressed the same wish. There seems to be no jeal
ousy on this point. Mr, C. himself wishes me to stay here. He
is  somew hat advanced in the acquisition oi the Cingalese, having
been here a ye.tr and a half, and it is his intention to engage in thè 
business ol translation; but he wishes that more than one may be 
engaged in the work.

6. If we take our station at Jaffna, where the Tpmul language is 
spoken, we have an immense field before us; for the same lan
guage is spoken just across the channel, on the neighboring conti
nent, by seven or eight millions of people. The  intercourse be
tween the island and continent is nearly as easy and frequent, as if 
they were contiguous. Besides, on the little island of Ramisse- 
ram, between Ceylon ar.d the continent, is one of the most famous 
Hindoo temples, that is to be found in all India. Sir Alexander 
Johnstone recomm< nded this place to me, as a missionary station, 
on account of the crowds of pilgrims, who resort to this temple

* This translation is thought to Le so imperfect, as that a new version is iiecessarj 
1 liis appears by the fifth topic of this discussion.
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from all parts of the continent. T h e  Brahmins here are said to 
fcave the power of restoring cast, when it is lost, a prerogative 
■which is not claimed by the priests of any other temple in India.
I visited this place in September, on my way to Jaffna, upon the 
recommendation of Sir Alexander. The result of my inquiries 
was a conviction that much good might be done here by distribut
ing tracts, and portions of the Scriptures, among the pilgrims who 
would carry them to the various parts of the continent from which 
they came, and thus divine instruction would be conveyed to many 
places, where no European missionary might go for a hundred 
years to come. We cannot be allowed to settle on the continent 
at present, perhaps never. But a station at Jaffna is in fact the 
same thing, as one any where in the south of India. O ur personal 
labors can extend but a little way around us, wherever we fix our 
station. There are a hundred and twenty thousand natives in Jaff
na, and this is more than we can instruct ourselves. W e  might 
establish an institution for the religious education of youth, to 
raise up and qualify the natives themselves for schoolmasters, 
eatechists, and itinerating missionaries; and if Christianity be once 
firmly established in Jaffna, it must from its nature spread into the 
adjoining continent. Then, if some of us learn the Cingalese lan
guage too, we may prepare and send forth missionaries in that lan
guage a so, to carry the Gospel up into the Canoian country in the 
interior of the island. These are the principal arguments for es
tablishing our mission here.

£ \i r .  Newell briefly enumerates liis objections to a mission miv- where in the Brit
ish dominions; which objections we hope are now obviated by tlie favorable issue of 
the decision of the British Parliament on the subject.]

1 Will enumerate particularly my reasons f j r  a mission to Busso- 
ra, on the Euphrates, near the Persian gulf.

1. Bussorais a commercial town, the great emporium of western 
Asia, through which the merchandise of the east is distributed to 
Persia, Arabia, and Turkey. I t  is situated on the confines of these 
three extensive countries, and the Persian, Arabic, and Turkish  
languages are, I believe, all spoken there,

2 In the whole of western Asia, containing a population of forty 
or fifty millions, there is not one protestant missionary. The  Ka- 
rass mission, (which is certainly a most important one,) is, I believe, 
within the limits of Europe.* The Turkish  and Tartar languages 
are the proper sphere of this mission; the Arabic and Persian, 
that of a mission to Bussora.

3 It is an object of primary importance to procure correct trans
lations of the whole Bibie into Persian and Arabic. The Arabic 
alone was said by the late Rev. Mr. Martyn to be of more im por
tance than three fourths of all the translations now in hand. This  
gentleman had undertaken to superintend the translation of the 
Scriptures into these two languages, with the assistance of >,. Sa-

* Karass is in Russian Asia. En.
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bat, the converted Arabian, and Mirza Fitrut, a learned Persian. 
Mr. M. died in December last, on a tour through Persia and Ara
bia, having only completed the New Testament in both languages. 
W he the r  any other person in Bengal will take up the work, and 
finish it, I do not know. I have written tQ ascertain. But even if 
the Bible were completed in both languages, it would be i f  little 
use, until some person would go and carry it to them, and say to 
the people, Hear the word o f the Lord.

4. T here  are numerous bodies of Christians, of different -sects, 
scattered through these countries, who have sunk into the grossest 
darkness for want of instruction, but who would gladly receive the 
Bible. These Christians might be made instrumental in diffusing 
the light around them, but would never take the lead in such a 
■work. How many ages did the Syrian Churches of Travancora 
live in the midst of an idolatrous people without ever thinking of 
giving them the Bible, or even of translating it into the vulgar 
tongue for their own use. But no sooner was the thing proposed 
by Dr. Buchanan, than the Syrian bishop himself sat down to the 
•work, and the Malayalim Gospels have already been published. It 
is highly probable that in the Syrian and Armenian churches in 
those western regions, men may be found qualified and disposed 
to assist in spreading the light around them.

5. The  Persians and Arabians rank as high in the scale of in
tellect, as any people in the world; and, if truly converted, would 
become very useful to the caus'e of Christianity.

6. There  are several considerations, which, at the present time, 
seem to furnish a high degree of probability, that the Gospel may 
be spread through these hitherto benighted regions. In the first 
place, the mussulmans are a kind of heretical Christians. They 
profess to believe in one God; in Moses and his law, David and his 
Psalms, Jesus and his Gospel; though they say these books have 
been corrupted by the Chrisuans. And besides, the Persians pro
fess so lax a system of IVIahomcLanism, that they are considered by 
some other mussulmans as a kind of heretics. It is certain that 
Christians are, and ever have been, tolerated in Persia. W hen I 
■was in Bengal, Mr. Sabastiani, a Catholic missionary, ariived there, 
who had been ten or twenty years in Persia, and reported that the 
Christians in that country were numerous. The  siovy, which Dr. 
Buchanan has related, of Nadir Shah’s attempt to get the Gospels 
translated into Persian, is a proof that they are not very scrupulous 
about admitting new religions into the country. When the late 
Mr. Martyn was last year at Shiraz, the seat of the Persian court, 
he wrote, that ‘the men of Shiraz had offered to assist him in 
transiatii g  t<ie Bible into Persian.”

All these circumstances seem to indicate the dawn of Gospel 
day on those regions where the star, which led to Bethlehem, first 
appeared. Especially the progress of Wahhuhbe, the Arabian con
queror, seems to portend the speedy downfal of the Mahometan 
power The  creed of this adventurer is simply this; There in no 
other God but God. H e denies the divine mission of Mahomet, and
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the authority of thè Koran, and destroys all the monuments of Ma
hometan superstition, which fall into his hands. He is said to show 
more favor to Christians than to mussulmans; but he sets himself 
tip as a prophet, or rather pretends to a divine commission.

Put after all it must be confessed, a mission to these parts would 
be attended with considerable hazard. If the Gospel should spread, 
and be embraced by persons of consequence, persecution would 
most probably follow. Already the streets of Buchariu have been 
stained with the blood of a martyred Christian In that bigoted 
eity, Abdallah, the noble Arabian convert, w itnessed a good con
fession, and, in the presence of a wondering crowd, laid down his 
liie for the name of the Lord Jesus But Abdallah was a noble
man, and filled an office of the highest dignity in the Persian court. 
The common people. I believe, are not persecuted fot changing 
their religion But shall we wait till Persia and Arabia are wilting 
to change their  religion before we offer them the Gospel. Great 
and discouraging difficulties lie in our way, wherever we would at
tempt to propagate the Christian religion. In China Mr- Morrison 
is translating and publishing the Scriptures, in opposition to an im
perial edict, which renders him every moment liable to be seized 
and put to death

Finally,, a mission to western Asia would be all our own; and it  
would be free from the objections which 1 stated to establishing our 
mission in British Indin W e should be in the neighborhood of 
Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, those interesting thea
tre s. on-which the most wonderful and important events, recorded 
in sacred history, took place. There  are Christian churches in all 
these countries. Might we not, by giving them the Bible, of which 
they have long been destitute, rekindle their zeal, and lift up in the 
midst of them a g r e a t  l ig h t ,  that will dart its cheering beams far 
into the regions of thick darkness, by which they are surrounded. 
When I think of these things, I [ong to be on my way towards J e 
rusalem. But, dear Sir, I stand alone; I have no missionary asso
ciate to advise with, and f am afraid to rely on my own judgment. 
W hat would I not give to be one half hour with you. W e could 
settle the business at once. Could I know that it would meet the 
approbation of the Society at home. I think I should be decided.

A consideration of minor importance, which makes me desirous- 
of engaging in the mission, is, I have been at very considerable e x 
pense in procuring Persian and Arabic books, and have devoted 
several months to thejitudy of th e P e is ia n  language. This I did 
with a view to Bombay, which I must now give up.

I am sorry that I cannot say to you in this letw r precisely \Oiat I 
intend to do. 1 fear our disappointments and delays v i l l i : r o \ e a  
severe trial to the faith and patience oi our Christian friends But 
you will be able to inform them that nothing has befallen us but 
what is common to similar attempts in the first outset. The Baptist 
mission, which is now so flourishing, was severely tried for a time. 
They got no permanent establishment for six or seven years after 
the first missionaries came out. In two instances, w here they lune
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attempted to plant nefr missions, their missionaries have spent foitf 
or five years, and many thousands of rupees, and after all have aban
doned the attempt and gone to other places The  same discour- 
agfcments have been experienced by some of the missionaries of 
the London Society.

In the mean time, T hope I am not altogether useless. I have 
pieached in English constantly, once, twice, or three times a week 
since my arrival in Ceylon. There are thousands of kalf-cast peo
ple, in and about Colombo, who stand in need of instruction as much 
as the heathens, and who understand the English language. Mr. 
Chater has a place of worship here, in which we preach alternately 
twice a week W e a'so keep the monthly prayer meeting, and a 
private prayer meeting every Monday evening. W hile I was at 
Jaffna, I (with the permission of Mr. Twisleton, senior chaplain) 
performed divine service in the tort for the few civil and military 
officers and soldiers there, as they have no chaplain at that station. 
For this month past, since 1 have been obliged to give up the hope 
of going to Bombay, I have laid aside the study of the eastern lan
guages, until I am determined where I am to labor; and I am at 
present reviewing my Greek and Hebrew, with the study of criti
cal works on the bibie.

[M r. f i  . specifies the letters winch he had previous!}" written, and observes in re* 
fere nee to the probability that the letter he was then writing would be examined at the 
London post-office, “ The worst thing I have to say, ("relative to national affairs] is, 
that 1 aai under Lhe greatest obligations to his majesty s gorermnent, and that I do 
most deeply lament the existence of the present unhappy war between the two coun
tries.” He proceeds thus:]

I have deposited in the letter-box at Galle two parcels directed 
to you. One contains two printed documents. Mr. Bisset’s sermon 
before the Colombo Bible Society, and a specimen of the eastern 
translations now in the mission-press at Serampore. The other is 
a manuscript of six sheets of letter paper, containing extracts from 
Mrs. Newell's letters and diary, and an account of her sickness and 
death. In this communication you will find much information re
specting our affairs, which I have not repeated in my letters to you. 
I shall enclose in this a letter to Mrs. Atwood, which I wrote some 
time ago. All these are lr it  open for your perusal. The letter 
and the manuscript,  when you have read them, I wish you to send 
to my dear mother, Mrs, Atwood. I received letters by the Alli
gator— did not get them till the first of November. Your official 
letter, and that of Mr. Evarts, the brethren Hall and Nott have. I 
have not seen them. The books are at Calcutta. W e  have re
ceived no order from the Committee at Calcutta respecting sup
plies, but expect one soon. The  Rev. Mr. Brown is dead, and Mr. 
Harington is absent The Rev. Mr. Thomason, (a good mail,) has 
taken the place of Mr, Brown, and G. Udny, Esq. (another good 
man,) the place of Mr. Harington.

[M r. X. gives a statement of his pecuniary affairs, a;lds several articles of intelli
gence, and concludes as foilwws:]
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I  expect another opportunity of sending letters in about a month, 
■and shall write again at that time, and mention such things as do 
not occur to me now.. I  hope then to be more particular, respect
ing my future prospects. This letter must serve for all my friends, 
for this time. The brethren Hall and Nott, I trust, will immedi
ately return from England, and join me. Some more will proba
bly come out with brother Rice.

Rev. and dear Sir, I  am your servant for Jesus’ sake.
S a m u e l  N e w e l l .

ebcuniarx  accounts of t h e  boahjj.

H e  JLmerioan Hoard o f  Commissioners for Foreign Afissions in accoufit current 
laiih Jeremiah IHvartu, their Treasurer, Dr.

T o  cash paid from. Sept. 1, 1813, to  August 31, 1814, in conformity to o rders  of th e  
Board, and of the  Prudential C om m ittee, from No. 53, to .Vo. 79, inclusive, for ex
penses incurred in the  prosecution of the objects of the Board 3 ”j0 7 t 02

T o  losses by counterfeit bills received in donations, 6 00-j§7,<i77 02
T o  balance earn ed  to the  credit of new account, Sept. 1, 1814, 13,407 53

jjj>20,545 15

Contra Or.
B y balance brought to th e  credit o f new account, Sept. 1, 1813, as ap- 

^aarsby  the A uditor’s certificate of Sept. 11, 1813, § 8 ,0 7 7  5<>
By cash received i>. donations, between Sept. 1, 1813, and A ugust 31, 

ifc li, inclusive, viz. as published in the Panoplist for
Septem ber, 1813, (p a rt I )  p. 238, - §1 ,527  58

------------  (p a rt I I )  p. 2S5, . . .  l / . i  as
October', (p a rt I )  p. 329, - - - - 127 25
----------  ( p a r t i i )  p. 379, - - - 3fU 1)7

N ovem ber, (p a rt I)  p. 425, . . .  440 06
------------  (p a rt I I )  p. 478, - - 126 00

D ecem ber, (p a rt I )  p. 628, . . .  £-20 55
•Jiu.'.ary, 1814, vol. x, p. 44, . . .  1,841 23
F ebruary , p. 90, - - - - - -  277 74
M arch , p. 1 3 9 , .......................................... 803 72
A p ril, p. 187, 1,175 27
M ay, p. 236, - 59' 92
Ju n e , p. 286, . . . . . .  1,340 73
Ju ly , p. 3S2,   027 00
A ugust, p. 390, - - - - - - 1 0 4  95
Septem ber, p. 427, . . .  2,! 90 69----- 12,008 91

Ily  eash received as income o f stock and in terest on notes, during the 
y ear preceding A ugust 3 Ì, 1 8 1 4 , ................................................... - 458 05

§20,545 15

A STATEMENT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE BOAHT) FJtOM SEPT I ,  1813, TO AUG.
31, 1814, INCLUSIVE.*

Oct. 8, 1813. Paid for 100?. sterling exchange, a t 15 p e r cent, discount, the avails 
of which to be rem itted  to C alcutta and 'expended under the  direction of the  C om m it
tee of the Board a t tha t piace, in forwai ding the  translation and publication of the 
Holy Scriptures iu  th e  vernacular tongues of Asia, - - fj377 7i>

Carried forward ¡¿577 78

* I t  is thought better to publish the expenses in tlds way, than to copy the acciwriib 
ut fu l l  length under their respective dates.

tf
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Brought forward §377 78 
M arch 15, 1814. Paid for 250?. sterling;, exchange, at 8 ¡¿er 

«ent. d scount to be remitted '.n the ■ ame ac<- nt,
July 23. Paid for 385/. 14s 3d. at 12 1-2 per cent, discount,

6o be remitted on the samt account, - - - - -  
Sept. 17, 1813. Paid for 100/. exchange, at 14 per cent, 

discount, the avails of which to he remitted from London to 
Ci Scutta. for the pavmerit o< the salaries and extraordinary ex
penses of the missionaries, -

Ju i.e22, 1814. Paid for 25'»/. e .change, at 9 1-2 percent, 
discount, for the same purpose, -

Also for 39/. 4s. 5d. at 11 per cent, discount, for the same 
yurpo  . . .  .  . . .

j - h  23. Pfiid for 55/. 16s. (\d. exchange, at 14 per cent, dis
count, for the sane purpose, - . . .

27. Paid foj 10/. exchange, at 14 per cent, discount for the
sam< p u -p o s e .* ............................................................................

Aug 3. Paid for 278/. 2s. exchange, at 12 per cent, discount,
for the a.ne pu p o s e , .........................................................

Dec, 10, 1813. Paid toward the expenses of Messrs. James 
llichards, Jun. and I' dv. urd v\ arren, while obtaining their 
jnedica’i education at Philadelphia, -

Ap -il 18, 1814. Pi.:d to M .. Burr Baidu in, on account of the 
«xpenses of hit td  ¡cation with a view to employment as a mis
sion..rj, - -

Pai l a t diT> rent ti lies fo - books pm-chased for the Board, 
including a copy of Rees’s Cyclopedia for the use of out' mis
sionaries, -

Traveliiag expenses of the members of the Board in attend
ing the- annual meeting at Boston, Sept. 15, 3 813,

Other contingent expenses of said meeting, - 
Expense of printing 1, 50 copies of the Report of the Board, 

embracing the various documents laid before them at their an
nual meeting, - -

All other print ing during the year, including blank stationa
ry, and plan of the exercises of the annual meeting,

Tou'iird necessary expe-sesin prosecuting the suit for Mrs.
Norris’s legac\ of 30,000, . . . .  -

Contingent expenses of the missionaries before they sailed from Salem, 
Cash |¡aid by the Prudential Committee in travelling expenses, in at

tending meeting« on the business of the Hoard, and refunded to them, 
Paid bv the Corresponding Secretary for a press for the seal of the 

Board, ' - - - - - - ' - - - g>4 00
For postage and stationary, 4 10
Pnid b> the Treasurer for postage, - - - - - 20 46
For a stamp for a draft, . . . . . .  75
For a trunk to hi- deposited at one of the banks containing the 

property of the Board, - . . . .
F o r stationary, -
Sexion’s bill for services at the annual meeting,
Postage paid by a member of the Board, - 
Paid for brokerage in purchasing exchange, . . .
Losses by counterfeit hills received in donations,
Discount on uncurrent bills, . . . . .
Allowance to the T reasurer for his services during the year preceding 

the annual meeting, in Sept. 1813,

T H E  A U D IT O R 'S  C E R T IFIC A T E .

1,022 22

1,500 00— $2,300 Of

g,"82 22 

1,005 se 

155 16 

213 38 

38 22 

1,087 69-----2,882 S2

145 50

100 00

225 96

- 224 87
56 ÜI

g>93 15 

20 35

4 00
60 -

§ 6  00 
06-

-113 50

35 50 
12 OS

34 23

-8 1#

— 25 81 
4  00 
1 7s 
7 1Ü

— 10  on

300 00 

$7 ,077  Gii

Jfeiv Haven, Sept. 16, 1814. 
T his certifies that I  have examined th e  accounts of the Treasurer of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, for the year ending the 31st o f August,

* This bill was a rhnation to ihe Hoard, and o f  courss -was charged and credited 
at the current rate o f  exchange for smalt bills,
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1814, ¿nd have found the same correctly east, and well vouched» and that the balance 
• f  Thirteen Thousa d Four Hundred a (1 Sixty Suren Dollars, and fitly three cents, 
in ■lotes, bank, st.c  unleash, remai is in the Treasury; which sum lb accounted for in 
íhu Trial Balance, dated August 31, 18t4. Dk L a i zi.n Ü üioukst, Auditor.

$13,467 53.

In the Trial Balance above mentioned, the partic ila.-s,vvhiuh compose the following 
sums, are given.

In notes on interest, - §0,70:1 Of
In nauk stock, - - - - - -  d, 1 .i«,) 00
In jotes not on interest, - 287 81
In < d 'aft on d,euu<ud, - - - - - - -  - S54 ly
Deposited at th - Ne>v England, Hartfo d, and Eagle Banks, - 2,014 56
In  the hands of the Prudential Commiu.ee to meet continue;,t expenses, -'.Ti 3<>

$13 ,467  55

S T A T E .1, T E A 'T  (A.)

Exhibiting the donations from individuals to the American Hoard of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, from S e ,t. 1, 1813, to Aug. 31, 181 i-, inclusive.

Sept 10, 1814. F r  > 11 a,i obscure female, (who kept the money for many 
years, waitin., for a proper occasion to bestow it upon a religious object,) 
toward repairing ih Seram pore loss, lorwanled by the ii,-v. Duvid buth- 
larnl, of Bath, ( ti.)  - - - - - - - $ 1 0 0  00

Fro a a'l aged woman of Barnet, (V cr.) the avails of a small dairy the 
Tear past, toward repairing the Set ampore less, bv the llev. M r. Sutlier- 
lar.d, - - - - ' " - - - 50 00

From the sa ne person, to the same object, the avails of two superfluous 
-garments, - - - - - - 10 00

From the Rev. David Sutherland, for the support of missions, - 5 0U
From au indigent female, towards repairing the Serampore loss, by the 

Rev. Mr. Sutherland, - - - - 1 00
L5. Prom the Rev. David H. Wdliston, of Tunbridge, ( Yer.) by the 

Rev. Dr. Lyman, - - - - - - 50 00
From Mr. Josiah W arner, of Amherst, (Mass.) by Samuel F. Dickin

son, Esq. - - - - - - -  50 00
From  Mrs Lois Partridge, of Hatfield, by the Rev. Dr. Lyman, -
17. From the Rev. ,fames Richards, of Newark, (X. J.) 31 00
From  the Rev. Dr. Pftvson, of Rindge, (X . H.) - - - 3 00
From  Sir. WMlia.n Barker, of Rindgv.-, hy the Rev Dr. Payson, - 2 13
2.3. From individuals in the South. Parish of Andover, by the Rev. Ju s

tin Edwards, - - - - 13 .25
From the Hon. Elias Boudinot Esq. of Burlington, (N  J .)  a bill of ex-

eba nge for 100/. sterling, which, at the present rate of discom-l, amounts to 382 22
24 From individuals in Pittsfield, ( Mass.) b; the Rev. William Allen, 

toward the translati ms, . - - 14 00
2-8. From Mrs. Elizabeth Breese of U.tica, (N . Y.) by the Rev. Dr.

Morse, - - - - - 5 00
Oct. 5. From. Gen. Jedidiah Huntington of New London, - 50 00
From  Mr. Hall of Lyme, by Gen. H jnthiglon, - - - 4 00
7 From. M r. Samuel i \  Armstrong, of Boston, - - 7 25
21. From Mr. Stephen Peek, of New London, (Con.) by Gen. Jedidiah 

Huntington, - - 5 00
Nov. 10. From Gen. Henrv Sewall, (M aine,) by the Rev. Dr. W orce-ter, 10 00
13. From a subscriber to the Pauoplist, - - * 10 00
J8 . Pro a Vlr. Joseph Thaver, liarre , (Mass.) by Mr. S. T . Armstrong, 0 00
26 From Mr. Jonathan Swift of New Bedford, for the translations, 2 03
Dec. 3. From  a lady in Fitchburg, by S. T . Armstrong, - - I 40
4. From Mr. S. T . Armstrong, - - - - -  3 15
\0 . F i’Qiq a friend, by Mrs. Morse; viz. for missions, - $10  00

for translation?, 10 00—20 00

Csrried forward $SS7 £-.*
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Brouglit forward §<¡837 
Jan. ”, 1814. From  M l-. Joel Beecher, of Farm ington, (Con.) by the 

Hon. John Treaowell, Esq. - - -  - -  - 5 00
From an unknown person, a fema e in Salem, - - - - 10 00
From a subscriber to the Panoplisl, for the translations, - - 5 00
From  Mrs. Sarah Stone, wife of the Rev, Micah Stone, of Brookfield, ' 2 00
From  Dea. Reuben Leighton, ofW estford, (Mass.) - 2 00
From the follow ing persons in Easton, by Col. Shepherd Leach; viz.

From Col. L tach jj>50, Lincoln S— ¡$2, Andrew Biesdell jg2, - 54 00
Cephas Leach ¡j>10, Jason Leach § 2 , Sally Bonney § 2 , Betsey Torrey § 2 , 16 00
Caroline rl orrey £jl, Lucinda Hodges g)2, Betsey Belcher ¿ 1, - 4 00
Solomon Belcher £jl, Charles Hayiien ¡£>5, Alphyus Johnson § 3 ,  - 9 00
Ichabod Macomber *¿5, K ezer Keith j£2, Howard Lathrop § 5 , - 12 00
A friend to missions jj)5, - ; - - - 5 00

From  the Rev. Bancroft Fowler, of Windsor, (Y er.) - -  - 3 00
10 From several ladies in Glastenbury, (Con.) by M r Henry Hudson, 3 00
21. From Dea. Bradley of Stockbridge, by the Rev. Ephraim U. Swift, 10 00
2ü. From  M r. Bobert Porter, of Pulteney, (N .Y .) - - - 10 40
2 ri. From Mr. Solomon Goodell, of Jamaica, (Y er.) towards tlie trans-

lalioiis of the Scriptures, by the Rev. Ur. Lyman, - - - 465 00
27. From a family in Barnet, (Y er.) toward the translations of the

Scriptures, by the Rev Leonard W orcester, . . .  - 200 00
Feb. 9. From  a young female in Steubeu County, (N . Y.) for the 

translations, - - - - - - 5 00
12. From  Mrs. Florellu M. Ripley, of Cornish, (N. H.) by M r. Newtoja 

W hittlesey; - - . . .  5 00
14. From M r. Francis Brown, of Boston, by Mr. S. T . Armstrong, 1 00
From an unknown person by M r. Armstrong, - - 1 00
15. From two friends of Missions, by the Rev. James W . Tucker, - 2 SO
17 From  Mrs. Catharine Freeman, of the State of Georgia, by M r.

James Clap, - - 10 00
From the Rev. Thomas W orcester, of Salisbury, (NT. H.) - - 5 00
24 From  a lady in New Ipswich, (N. H.) by the Rev. Richard Hall, 10 00
March 1. From E. and B. of Pulteney, (N . Y.) - - - 6 40
2 . From the Rev. Mark Meadj of Middlebury, (Con.) by M r. Timothy 

Uwight, jun. - 3 00
4. From a friend of foreign missions, by the Rev. Mr. Bartlett, forwarded 

by Mr. Henry Hudson, - - - - - - - 9 00
From a friend of missions, by Mr. Hudson, - - - 5 00
From a friend of missions, in Greene county, (N .Y .) forthe translations, 

byT Mr. Hudson, - - - - - - - 10 00.
From  a poor widow in Greene county, for missions, by M r. Hudson, - 3 00
From  Uea. Benjamin Chapman, of Durham, (N .Y .) by M r. Hudson, 3 00
From  a friend to foreign missions, towards a permanent fund for the 

support of missions, by M r. Hudson, - - - - - 100 00
From  a friend to foreign missions, in Hampden county, (Mass.) toward 

a perm anent fund, by M r. Hudson, -, - - - 2 00
From M r. Hudson, to make even money, - - 50
9 . From the Hor.. Matthew Cobb, of Portland, by M r. Levi Cutter, 50 00
From a lady in Gorham, (M aine,) by the Rev. Mr. Hilliard, - - 3 00
12. From  a few individuals in Ark port, (N. Y,) toward the translations, 

by M r. Christopher liurlbut, - - - - 15 20
15. From  a friend of missions, in a letter to the Treasurer, - 20 00
19. From M r. Travis Tucker, of Norfolk, (V ir.) of which j§20 are to 

be applied to the translations, - - - - 30 00
From the Treasurer of the Board, toward a permanent fund, - 1.00 00
25. From thé finder of a five dollar bill, who was unable to ascertain 

the owner, - - - - - - - 5  00
From the Rev. M r. Rand, of Gorlinm, (M aine,) by M r. Henry Homes, 5 00
From ladies in Portsmouth, (N. Ji.) by Mrs. A. Tappan, - - 58 00
25. From Mr. Nathaniel Austin, of Charlestown, by the Rev. Dr. M orse, 10 00
From a friend, for the translations, - - - - 2  00
April fi. From  M r. John Burknap, of W indham, (V er.) by the Rev.

Bancroft Fowler, - - - - - 1 0 0

Carried forward, § 2 ,1 3 2  85
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Brought forward, §2,132 85
10. F rem  M rs. M artha Jennings, of Milford, (Con.) by Mr. T . Dwight, juu. 50 0®
15. From imiivLihiaid in Dunstable, (Mass.) paid to the Rev. Dr. Morse, 

j*y t)ea. Zebeilee ¿ieiidall, • - - - 53 25
' 18 From .'i.-. Joseph Thayer, of Barre, (Mass.) by M r. S. T . Armstrong, 5 0»
20. From  a subscriber to th Panoplist, in Norfolk, ( \  ir.) toward the 

translations, by Wduam Maxwell, Esq. - - - 10 00
From two females in the North Parish of Andover, - - - 4 ©b
23. From ladies ia Beverly, a, New Year Offering, by the Rev. Joseph 

Emerson, - - - - - - - 53 07
29. From  a person ii  ̂Andover, North Parish, for the translations, - 3 00
30. From the following pers ms in Kingsborough, (N. V.) viz. from Dea.

Samuel Gile, (half to missions and half to translations,) - - 20 00
Rev. John Truair, do. do. - - - 5 00
A  friend to foreign missions, (half to translations,) - 6 00
A frieiid to missions, - - 5 0»
Join, Manrow jg l, Rebekah Wells £)f> Eunice AY ells § 1 , - - 3 00
A  friend to foreign missions, - - - - - 1 00
Jennison Giles, - - - - 50
Nine friemis oi foieign missions in sums less than a dollar each, - 2 44

JJlay 3. From  the following persons by Gen. Huntington, viz.
Col. S. Green, - - - ■; - - - - 2 50
M r. Nathan Belcher, of Preston, - 6 00
M r. Azariah, Stanton, of Stonington, - - - - - 2  00
From  Miss L. W . of Boston, for the translations, - 2 00
9. From Mr. Ansou G. Phelps, of Hartford, (Con.) half to missions and

Jialf to translations, - - 100 00
From  Mrs. Sarah Norris, of Rowley, for the translations, - - 5 00
10 . From Christophilos, - - - 5 00
12 . From  a friend to the missionary cause, - 10 00
24. From Mrs. Mary Beattie, communicated on her death-bed, by the

Rev. Dr. Spring, - - - - - 8 00
From  Mrs. Mary Greene, of Carlisle, by the llev. Paul Litchfield, - 1 00
From  five children in S. Reading, for the translations, - 41
From  individuals in Hopkinion, by the liev. Nathaniel Howe, 10 4^
25. From a young woman, now deceased, given on her death-bed, by .

M r. Artemas Woodward, - 1 00
From females in Sandwich, by the Rev. Jonathan Burr, lmlf to missions 

and half to translations, - - - 5 1'.'
From  Eunice Kingsbury, of Framingham, by Mr. N. Willis, - 80
From  a female friemi, by the Rev. John Cleaveland, for the translations, 1 OH
From two young ladies in Franklin, for the translations, j§5 esich, - 10 00
26. From friends of missions in Middlesex parish, Stamford, (Con ) by

the Rev. William Fisher, forwarded by Mr. P. VV. Gallaudet, of Hartford, 8 50
From a friend to mis ions in Glastenbury, (Con.) by Mr. Gallaudet, - 3 00
From  a friend to missions, by Messrs. P. B. Gleason, Jk Co. forwarded 

by M r. Gallaudet, ~ . - - 5 00
From Mr. Samuel Wlnting, of Hartford, by M r. Gallaudet, - 1 00
From several ladies in Windsor, by M r. Strong, forwarded by M r. Gal- 

laudet, 5 57
From a sincere friend to the heathen, by the Rev. Eli Smith, - 10 00
27. From M r. Solomon Goodell, of Jamaica, (V er ) by the Rev. Dr.

Lyman, to be applied to distribute the Scriptures in the East, - 198 00
From  the Rev. Eliphalet Lyman, of Woodstock, (Con.) by the Rev. Dr.

Lyman, - - - - - - 40 00
From Dea. Edward W alker, of Wardsborongb, (Ver.) by the Rev. Dr.

Lyman, - - - - - - - 2 00
From Mrs. Prudence Church, of Wardsborougli, - - - 1 00
From a friend to missions, of do. - 50
31. From  Miss Lucy Hale, of Winchendon, (Mass.) by Samuel Pren

tiss, Esq. - - - - - - 1 Ov)
. June 2 . From  an individual in Randolph, (V er.) by the Rev. Chester 
M right, - - - - - - - 1 0 0

3. From a friend of foreign missions, by M r. Henry Hudson, - 20 0 .»

Carried forward, £)2,8:i''i
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Brought forward, ¡$2,820 95
Prom  M rs. Oranga Osgood, by Dr. Jonathan Osgood, of Gardner,

^Vlass.) for the translations - - - - - 5 00
6 . From M r. Amasa Frissell, of Peru, (Mass.) by John Lei and, jun. Esq. 5 00
7. From individuals in B raintree, by the Rev. R. S. Storrs, - - 10 00
22. From  a female friend of missions, hy Mr. N Lord, - - 1 00
From  Miss E. M . of Goshen, (_Mas%) by M r. Horatio Br.rdv ell, - 5 00
24. From Mr. Isaac Porter, of Westfield, by the R .̂v. Isaac Knapp, 3 00
27. From  a female friend of missions, by Mrs. Hardy, - 5 00
July 2-2. From the following persons in Danville, (Y er.) by the kev.

John Fitch, viz. Amos Clement, Joseph Hall, Ebeuezer Cheney, Oliver 
Morse, and Miss Rhodi Blanchard, §1  each, - 5
Jacob Morrill ¡§5- Rev. John Fitch ¿>2 . - 7— 12 00

From ¡Jea. Fiijah Goddard, of Athoi, by the Rev. Josiali Estnbrook, - 20 00
4. From an unknown person b\ mail, - . . .  50 00
6 . From .VIr. Jesse Haskidl, of Rochester, towards the translations, - 3 00
From  female friends to missions in Rochester, - - - 5 00
July 7. From an unknown person by .nail, - - - - 5 00
8 . From a friend of missions, by Mr. T . Dwight, jun. - - - - 2 00
From  Mijp. Abigail Clark, of \Voodb!'idge, ( Jon.) by Vlr. T . Dwight, jun. 3 00
12. From  an unknown person, in a letter with the Sdem post-mark, 10 00
19. From females in the first parish ot Canterbury, (Con.) by Mr.

Thomas L. Paine, - - - - 68 00
20 . From Mr. Solomon Good ell, of Jamaica, (V er.) towards the distri

bution of the Scriptures in India, . . . .  100 00
21. Froin the Rev. Heman Humphrey, of Fairfield, (Con.) - - 5 U0
From  Mrs. Sophia Humphrey, wife of the Rev H. H. - 5 80
22 . From a female, enclosed in a letter with the Jaffrev post-mark, - 5 00
29. From a young female, in Steuben county, by mail, for the translations, 10 00
SO. From Mrs. Eliza L esh , of Georgia, by Mr. Oliver W hyte, - 10 00
From  Misses in Miss W ight’s scnool, S. Preston, (Con.) by Gen.

Huntingtou, - - - - 1 06
From Chapman Forsythe, by the same hands, - - - 50
From a lady in New London, bv do. - - - - 1 00
Aug 1. From Mrs. Deb >rah Wild, of Braintree, by the Rev. R. S. Storrs, 3 00
From  a female friend of missions, by the Rev Dr. \\  orcester, - 10 00
From  do. by do. - - 2 Mu
8. From an unknown person, in a letter with the Granville post-mark, 10 00
15. From  Christophilos, his second quarterlv donation, • - 5 00
16. Fi'om a small number of individuals, assembled at Montpelier, (V er.)

£o celebrate the 4th of Juiy, - - - 15 50
From a friend to the heathen, Jefferson county, (V er.) - 2  00
18. From  a friend to the heathen, Plymouth county, (Mass.) for the 

distribution of the New Testam ent in the East, - 5 00
22 . From an aged lady in Brookfield, (Mass.) by the Rev. Micah Stone, 2 00
25. From  a female in the south parish of Andover, by the Rev. Justin 

Edwards, for the translations, - - - - 4 00
26. From a friend t > missions, for the translations, - - 5 00
27 From a female friend of missions in New London, by Gen. H unt

ington, for the translations, - - - - 5 00
31. From  M r. Solomon Goodell, of Jamaica, (Y er.) toward the perma

nent fund.* - 1,000 00

$4 ,239  05

S T A T E M E N T  (B .)

Exhibiting the donations from Foreign Mission Societies within the same period.f

* This donation was made, in JHarch, 1812, in a vote on interest; but as the notf. 
•was not deposited -with the Treasurer, no entry -was made concerning it  on his books. 
The interest has been pa id  fo r  two years.

f  From many o f  these Societies more than one donation -was received during the 
year. In  such cases, the date refers to the firs t donation. I t  is thought unnecessary 
to specify the differm t payments, as separate receipts have been g iven  fo r  them, 
and they have been separately published in the Panoplist. I t  cannot be ascertained
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Sept. 14,1813. From  thé Female F. M. Society of Wethersfield, (Con.) 
forward**;! by the Rev. Calvin Chapin, from Miss Nancy March, the 
Treasurer, - . . . . .

15. From the P: M. Society of Northampton and the neighboring towns, 
fey Josiah Dwight, Rsq. the Treasurer, - - -

23. From the Saco and Biddeford F. M. Society, by the Rev. Jonathan 
Cogswell, th.- President, - - -

24. From the Piscataqua B-aneh of the F. M. Society, by Peyton R.
Freeman, Esq. the Treasurer, . . . .

Oct 9. From  the F. i. Society of Springfield, and the neighboring 
to •>-, bv the Hon. George Bliss, E^q. the Treasurer,

S i. .‘«'Mm the F. M. Society of New London, (C01.)
‘22. From tli*- F. M. Society of Xe'.v Haven (Con.) by M r. Timothy 

D ^gtit. jun. the Treasurer; viz. for the* translations, - 19
For the support of missions, and to the discretion of the Board, 266 16—285 16

Prom  the Female F. M. Society in Cornish, (N . H.) - - 13 60
Nov. 4. From the Female F. \1. Society pt New London, (Con.) by 

Mrs. Charlotte Wolcott, the T reasurer, . . .  155 gg
6. From the Female F. VI. Sopiety, of New Haven, by Mrs. Olarina B.

Merwin, the Treasurer; viz. for missions, - - 49 25
for translations, - 1" 50— 66 f 5

20. From  the F. M. Society of the Eastern District of New Haven 
Gou-'ty, by the Rev. Matthew Noyes, th-.* Treasurer,

Dec 13. From the Auxiliary F. VI. Society of Middlesex, Con.) from 
Richard Elv, 2nd. Esq. Treasurer, forwarded by the Rev. Mr. Chapin,

15. From the F. M. Society of Boston ind the Vicinity, by J. Evarts, 
the T reasurer, - -

Jan. 10, 1814. From  the F. M. Society of Glastenbury, (Con.) by Mr.
Henry Hudson, - - - - - - - -

Fi'om the Auxiliary F. M. Society in Tolland County, (Con.) by M r.
Hudson, . . . . . . .

From the F . M. Society of the W estern District of Fairfield County,
(Con.) viz. for the translations, 68

for missions, . . . . .  so— j j q  qq
11. From the Female F. M. Society in Tyringham, (Mass.) by the 

Kev. Joseph W. Dow, - - - - - 19 OS
20. F  rom the Religions Charitable Society in the Countv of Worcester,

(one of whose objects is the support of missions among the heathen) by
inie Rev. Joseph Goffe, the Treasurer, . . . .  j jo  75

21. From the F. M. Society of Sruuswick and Topshana, by the Hon.
Jacob Abbot, Esq. 1 he T reasurer, - . - - - 34 00

From the F. M. Society of Middletown, (Con.) by Mr. Samuel Gill, 
the 'treasurer, - - - l.iQ.0 0

‘25. From the F. M  Society of Ware, (Mass.) by the R jv. Dr. Lvman, 27 00
Feb. 24, From the F. M. Society of Halloweli, Augusta and the Vicinity, 

by John Se wall, Esq. the Treasurer, - - - - - 77 00
March 2. From the Female Auxiliary F. M. Society, of Stratford, (Con.) 45' 00
4. From the Female F. M. Society in Franklin, (Con.) by Mr. Henry 

Hudson, - - - - - - - 27 00
From the Female F. M. Society in South Preston, (Con.) by M r. Hudson, 21 00
11. From the F. M. Society of Litchfield county, (Con.) by Uriel 

Holmes, Esq. the Treasurer, . . . . .  . 753 qj
22 . From the Aiding F. M. Society of PIvmpton and the Vicinity, by

the Rev. Elijah Dexter, -the Treasurer, - - - - 34 57
29 From the Merrimac Branch of the F. M. Society, by M r. Richard 

Bartlet, the Treasurer, - . . . .  200 00
May 3. From  the Female F. M. Society of Plainfield, (Con.) by Mrs.

Hanna1' Johnson, the Treasurer, forwarded by Gen. Huntington, 12 00
23. From the F. M. Society of Salem and the Vicinity, by M r. John

Jeuks, the Treasurer, . . . . . . .  330 33

Carried forward, $4,684 17

in  the receipts » f  a single year , hmv mveh each Society contributes annually, as the 
remittances are made, -whenever any considerable eum is collected without particular 
reference to the annual meeting.

250 00 

126 00 

594 61 

13 02 

100 00

§59 75

509 81

21 Of)

90 00

183 00 
183 00



4* paiem en t o f  Donations.

Brought forward, §4,604 i f
27. Prom the F . M . Society of Franklin county, by Jerom  Ripley, Esq. 

the Treasurer, - - - - - 200  00
June 18. From  the F . M. Society of Bath and the Vicinity, by M r.

Jonathan Hyde, the T reasurer, - - - .  94 06
27. From  the F . M. Society in N orth Yarmouth, by the Hon. Ammi R.

Mitchell, Esq. the T reasurer, - - - - 60 00
July 30. F rom  the Female F . M. Society in South Preston, (Con.) by 

Gen. Huntiiigloni - - - - 21 18
Aug. 23. From  the F .M . Society of Norwich, (Con.) and the Vicinity, 

by Hezekiah Perkins, Esq. the Treasurer, viz, for the translations, §246
for missions, 14—260 09

51. From  the F. M. Society of .Newark, (N . J .)  and the Vicinity, by M r.
William Wallace, the Txeasurer, - 354 19

§5,673 52

S T A T E M E N T  (C.)

Exhibiting the donations of other charitable Societies within the same period.

Sept. 10,1813. From the Female Cent Society in Bath, (N  H .) a half- 
yearly payment, by the Rev. David Sutherland, . . .  g n  OS

25. Frocu the Female Charitable Society in Williamstown, (Mass.) by 
Miss Betsey Noble, the Treasurer. - - - 20 0®

Oct. 27. From the Female Cent Society in Shorehatn, (V er.) by the 
Bev. President Davis, - - - - - 27 8f

27. From the Female Cent Society in Arkport, Steuben county, (X. Y.) 
toward the translations, by Mr. Christopher Hurlbtit. - - 23 05

Nov. 9 . From  the Sheffield Female Charitable Society, by the Rev.
James Bradford, - 38 56

20. From  the Female Cent Society in East Guilford, (Con.) - - 19 09
Jan. 7, 1814. From the Female Charitable Society in the East Parish 

e f Windsor, (V er.) by the Rev. Bancroft Fowler, - 20 09
10. From  a religious association of females in Glastenbury, (Con.) by 

M r. Henry Hudson, - - - - - - 8 0©
Feb. 7. From  the Berkshire and Columbia Missionary Society, by 

H enry Brown, Esq. T reasurer, - - 120 Of)
14. From  the Female Keligious Society in Augusta, by John Sewall,

Esq. - - - 23 Of)
15. From  thfe Female Cent Society in Rowley, (Mass.) by the Rev.

James W . Tucker, - - - - - 1 874
M arch 4 From the !3urham Female Cent Society, Greene county,

(N  Y.) for the translations, by Mr. Henry Hudson, - 41 50
24. From  the Essay to do Good Society in Kingston, (Mass.) half to • 

missions and half to translations, by Maj. George Russell, - 6 37
May 12- Erom the Plympton Branch of the Heathen’s Friend Society, 

by Mrs. Mary Dexter, the Treasurer, - - - 22 06
19. From the Female Cent Society in Norwalk, (Con.) by the Rev. Mr.

Swan, forwarded by M r. T . Dwight, jun. - - - 40 00
20. From the Female Cent Society in Plymouth (Mass.) by Mrs. Abi

gail J  lid son, the Treasurer, - - - - 20 00
24. From  the Female Cent Society in W orcester, by the Rev. Dr.

Austin, - - - - - - - 25 86
31. From the Female Cent Society in Winchendon, by Mrs. Sarah 

Pilsbury, the T reasurer, half for missions and half for translations, - 43 44
June 2. From the Female Cent Society in Hardwick, by Mrs. Sarah 

Holt, - - - - - - - 5 84
From the Female Cent Society in Montpelier, (V er.) by the Rev.

Chester W right, . - - - - 50 00
3 From  the Female Heathen’s Friend Society in New Bedford, half to 

missions and half to translations, - - - - SO 45
From  a branch of the same Society at Fair Haven, - - - 16 00

Curried forward, §630 63
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12 12

Brought forward, §630 63
■ From  the Female Cent Society in Harford, (Penn.) by .Mr. Henry Hud
son, '  ‘ "

4. From  a Society in Cummington, (Mass.) toward the translations, - 92 Hi)
7. From  the Female Religious Society in Braintree, by the Rev. R. S.

Storrs, - - - - - - 18 91)
27. From  the Ply mp ton Branch of the Heatheu’s F riend Society, by 

Mrs. Mary Dexter, - . - _ - - . 9 50
July 7. From  the Female Charitable Society in Great Barrington,

(Mass.) by M r. T . Dwight, jun. - - - 28 S.V
21. From  the Female Charitable Society of Sheffield, by Mrs. Marga

re t Bradford, the Treasurer, - - - 3f> 65
27. From  a Society of Young Ladies in W rentham , by Miss Olivia 

Hawes, - - - '  " * - 50 00
30. From  the Female Cent Society, in North Preston, (Con.) by Gen. 

Huntington, for the translations, - - - - 30 51.
Aug. 22 . From  the Bible Society of Tioga county, (NT. ^ •) for the 

‘translations, - - - - - - 9 00
From the Female Cent Society in East Haven, (Con.) by Mr. T .

Dwight, jun. - - - - - 23 00

Sö'j4ü 65

S T A T E M E N T  (D.)

Exhibiting the donations from congregations and churches, made in the form of 
contributions, within the same period.*

Sept. 16, 1813. From  a contribution after the annua! sermon before the 
Board, preached by the Rev. Dr. Dwight, in Boston; viz. toward the trans
lations of the Scriptures, . . .  £>136 00

To the support of missions and the other objects of the lioard, 30 5 53— 501 53
23. From  a Church and Society in Mansfield, ((Jon.) by the Rev. Sam

uel P. Williams, for the translations, - - - 22 00
April 11. Contribute!! at a small conference for prayer for missionaries 

in Charlestown, (M ass.) - - 10 77
26. From  individuals in New Ipswich, ( ’\ .  H .) after a sermon by the 

Rev. Richard Hall, - - - - 74 63
May 2 . Contributed at a prayer-meeting for missionaries in Charles

town, - . . . .  7 35

g ü lG  34

S T A T E M E N T  (E .)

Exhibiting the donations to the Board, from profits on the sale of books.

Oct. 85, 1813. From  M r. E. F . Backus, of Albany, commissions on the 
sale of the Panoplist, - - - - - - 3 00

May 19, 1814. Clear profits of the 2d edition of Memoirs of .Mrs. New
ell, by Mr. S. T . Armstrong, . . . .  jqo

July 11. Do. Do. of the 3d edition, . . .  y y
Aug. 31. A  part of the elear profits of the Panoplist, vol. v, new series, 23 tj 3 i.

§539 34

* A t several places •where Foreign M ission Societies have he/m formed, contri
butions have been made at their annual meetings; but the aval's o f  such contribi/. 
tions have come to the Treasury o f  the B oard as a part o f  the donations /rum ¡he 
Societies.



50 Summary o f  Donations.—-Foreign M ission Societies,

SUM M ARY OF D O N A T IO N S D U R IN G  T H E  T E A K  PR E C E D IN G  A U G U ST 31, 1814.

Donations from individuals, as byStatem ent (A .) . . .  g4,239 OS
Donations fr«ra Foreign Mission Societies, as by Statement (B .) - 5,673 52

'Donations from other charitable Societies, as by Statement (C.) - - 940 66
Donations from congregations and churches, made in the form of con

tributions, as by Statement (D .) - - - - - - - - 616 34
Donations from the avails of clear profits on books, as by Statement (E .) 5S9 34

$§12,008 91

FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETIES.
T h e  following Societies have been formed as auxiliary to the American Board o f  Com
missioners for Foreign Missions, and all of them have already contributed to the fund» 
of the Board. N

The Foreign Mission Society of Boston and the Vicinity.' Instituted Dec. 18, 1811. 
His Honor W i l l i a m  P h i l l i p s ,  Esq. President.

T h e  Merrimack Branch of the F. M. Society. Inst. Jan. 10,1812. T h o m a s  M . 
Ci.ahk, Esq. P res.

The F . M. S. of Salem and the Vieinlty. Inst. Jan. 1812. E b e n e z e r  B e c k - 
Fom>, Esq. Pres.

The Piscataqua Branch of the F. M .S . Inst. Jan. 1812. T he Hon. J o h n  L a n g -  
do>’, Esq. Pres.

T he F. M. S. of Portland and the Vicinity. Inst. Jan. 1812. T h e  Hon. S a m u e l  
FnF.Eivi.4Ty-, E s q .  Pres.

T h e ------------ of Bath and the Vicinity. Inst. Feb. 12, 1812. T he Rev. W i l l i a m
Jf.nks, Pres.

T he Saco and Biddeford Branch of the F . M. S. Inst. Feb. 1812. T he Rev. J o n 
a t h a n  C o g sw e ll, Pres.

T he F . M. S. of North Yarmouth and the Vicinity. Inst. Feb. 1812. The Rev. 
Amasa Sm ith, Pres.

--------------of Bruiiswiek and Topsham. Inst, Feb, -26, 1812. T he Hon. B e n j a -
mj v J . P o h te k , Esq. Pres.

   — of Hallowed, Augusta, and the Vicinity. Inst. Feb. 26, 1812. T h e  Rev.
E m p h a lk t  ( iii.i.K * !, Pres. : \

---------- — of New Haven and the Vicinity. Inst. March 2, 1812. T he Rev. T im -
OTiiT D ” "it, D. I) L. L. D. President ®f Yale College, Pres.

 — of New London and the Vicinity. Inst. March 14, 1812. Gen. J e d i d ia h
H u n tin g to n , Pres.

-------------- of Northampton and the neighboring towns, Inst. March 31, 1812. T he
R ev. Joseph Lv.h o , 1>. I). Pres. ,

------------ of Springfield and the neighboring towns.' Inst. April 21, 1812. T he
Rev. Joseph L »thhdp , D. D. Pres.

--------------of Norwich and the Vicinity. Inst. M ar 1812, T he Rev. J o s e p h  S t r o n g ,
1). D. Pres.

T he Religious Charitable Society in the Connt3r of Worcester. Inst. May 20,1812, 
T he Rev. Jo h n  Ckaxi;, I). D. Pres. T his Society has three objects, one.of which is 
to aid the funds of the Board.

The F. M. S. of Newark and the Vicinity. Inst. 1812. M r. W il l i a m  W a l l a c e ,  
Treasurer. T he name oi the President has not been communicated tons,

--------------of Litchfield Couutv. ' Inst. 1812. His Excellency J ohn Cotton Sv ith
Esq. Pres. ' '

------------- of Middlesex County, (Con.) Inst. 1312. T he Rev. E l i j a h  P a r s o n s ,
P res.

—----------- ot the Eastern District of New Haven County. Inst. Oct. 1812. The
Rev. Jo h n  K:.i, u i t t ,  Pres.

--------------of the W estern District of Fairfield County. Inst. Oct. 1812. T he Rev
Amzi L ew is, Pres.

-------------- of the County of Franklin. Inst. 1812. J e r o m e  L ip l e t ,  Esq. Treai.
T he name c f the President has not been communicated.

 -------- — of Colchester, (Con.) and the Vicinity. Inst. 1S12. M r. J o h n  R
W itk o v r , 1'reas. ”1 he n;mic of the President has not been communicated,
V ..
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The F. M . S. of W are, (Mass.) Inst. 1812. No officer’s name has been com
municated.

------------- of Falmouth, (Maine.) Inst. 1812 or 1813. M r. H ü m ih iiï ï  M ek h ili,
Treas.

 —  of the North Association o f  Hartford County. Inst. Feb. 4 ,181S. T he
Rev. N a t h a n  P e r k i n s , D. D. Pres.

--------------of Glastenbury, (Con.) Inst. 1813. T he Rev. W i l l i a m  L o c k w o o d ,
Pres.

--------------in Tolland County. Inst. 1813. T he names of the officers are not known.
—  — — of Middletown, (Con.) Inst. 18Í3. The Rev. D a n  H ç t î t in g t o n ,  l Jres. 
 of Plympton and the Vioiuity. Inst. 1814. The Rev. E l i j a h  D exteh ,

Pres.

FO REIG N  M ISSION SOCIETIES

Have been formed by ladies in New Haven, New London, (Con.) Newark, (N. J .)  
Wethersfield, (Con.) Tyringham, (Mass.) Phm outh. (Mass.) Franklin, (Con.) 
Stratford, (Con.) South Presto.n, (Con.) and Plainfield, (Con.)

C E N T  SOCIETIES

Have been formed to aid the Board, in North Preston, (Con.) Newington, (Con.') 
Wethersfield, (Con.) W are, (Mass.) Greene County, (N . Y.) East Guilford, (Con.) 
Rindge, (N . H.) Norwalk, (Con.') Rowley, (Mass.) Falmouth, (Maine.) Somei-s, 
(Con.) -iarford, (Penn.) Bath, (N . H.) Shoivham, (Ver.) Arkport, (N. Y.) W or
cester, (Mass.) Winchendon, (M ass.) Hardwisk, (Mass.) Montpelier, (V er.) and 
East Haven, (Con.)

O T H E R  ASSOCIATIONS,

Under different names, have been formed by Ladies, and have contributed to the fund.3 
of the-Board, in the following places, viz. New Canaan, (Cou.) Braintree, (Mass.) 
Franklin, Delaware County, (N.Y.) Farmington, (C m .) W eymouth,'(M ass.) W ren- 
tham, (Mass.) New Bedford, (Mass.) Dartmouth, (Mass.) Fairhaven, (Mass.) Great 
Barrington, (Mass.) Pittsfield, (Mass.) Williamstown, (Mass.) Sheffield, (Mass.) 
Windsor, (V er.) Glastenbury, (Con.) Augusta, (Maine) and Plympt*n, (Mass.)

The following gentlemen now compose the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 1 he names oi m em 
bers, residing in the same state, are arranged according to 
Seniority.

I N  T’HE D I S T R I C T  OF M A I N E ,

Gbjt. H EN RY  SEW  ALL,
R e v . JE S S E  A P P L E T O N , D. D. President of Bowdoin College.

I N  N E W  H A M P S H I R E ^

Hox. JO H N  LANGDON, Esq.. LL. D .
Ivi»v. SETH  PAYSON, D .D .

I N  V E R M O N T,
R e v . H EN RY  DAVIS, D .D . President of Miudlebury College.

I N  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  P R O P E R ,

R ev. JO SE PH  LYM AN, D. D.
R w . SA M U EL SPRIN G , D. D.



52 Members o f the Board.

H i s  H o jt o r  W ILLI AM PH ILL IPS , E s q .
W ILLIA M  B A R T L E T , Esa.
Ho*. JO H N  HOOKER, E«a.
R e v . JED ID IA H  MORSE, D. D.
R e v . SA M U EL W O R C ESTER , D. D .
JE R E M IA H  E V A R T S, E sq ..

I N  C O N N E C T I C U T ^

G e n . JED ID IA H  H U N T IN G TO N ,
H a s . JO H N  T R EA D W EL L, E s q . LL. D.
R e v . TIM O TH Y  D W IG H T , D. D. LL. D. President o f  Yale College. 
R e v . CALVIN CH A PIN .

I N  N E W  Y O R K ,

How. JO H N  JAY, E sa . LL. D.
H ost. E G B ER T BEN SO N , E sa. LL. D.
R e v . A LEX A N D ER PR O L D F IT , D. D.

I N  N E W  J E R S E Y ,

Hou. ELIA S BOUDINOT, E sa . LL. D.
R e v . A SH BEL G REEN , President of Princeton College.
R e v . SAM U EL M IL LE R , D .D . Professor in the Theological Seminaiy 
R e v . JA M ES RICHARDS. [[of the Presbyterian Church.

I N  P E N N S Y L V A N I A ,

R O B ER T R A LSTO N , E sq ..

T he next annual meeting of the Board is to be held at Salem, 
(Mass.) 011 Wednesday, the 20th day of September, 18 15. The 
Rev. C a l v i n  C h a p i n  is apjxii;ted to preach the annual sermon? 
and the Rev. H enky D avis, D . D . is appointed his substitute.

Samuel T . Armstrong-, Printer, Boston.


