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OUTLINE OF SCHEME FOR  
DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLISH M ETH O D IST  

W O R K  IN S. W . CH INA.

The lack of an adequate missionary staff has always been 
a problem in this District o f  Methodism. Perhaps this is 
not peculiar to us, but think of our vast Miao work, with 
one missionary to cover an area the size of Wales, and with 
a constituency of some 18000; of our Nosu work under the 
care of one Missionary who lias had to live two days away 
from the centra of his work, and in addition, has had to act as 
Principal of a District Training Institute; and of one Chinese 
circuit where there is one missionary stationed, his nearest 
missionary colleagues being five days to the north and the 
next nearest, seven days to the south.

It has now been found possible to augment the staff 
and as a result of this increase, not only  will the burdens of 
this District be more equally shared, but it will be possible 
to open new stations which have long been in. our minds.

Already, an additional appointment has been made to 
the Miao w ork; at least one more is necessary and will be 
filled at the earliest mom ent possible, and of equally great 
importance, it is hoped to set aside a lady worker for the 
M iao women and girls, work amongst whom has till now been 
done entirely by the Missionaries’ wives.

It is planned to place a missionary at or near Wearing, 
■which is the natural centre o f  the Nosu work, and this man 
would be able to give his whole time to these people, whose 
response to the Gospel is most encouraging.

Instead of one man at Tungchwan, there will be two, 
and in addition, it is hoped that missionaries m ay be ap
pointed to the cities of Hsuntien and Suanwei, the latter a 
place of growing importance since the completion of the 
Motor road from Yunnanfu, and its projected continuation 
from Suanwei to Chaotung, and northward into Kweichow 
and Szechuan.

The increased missionary staff will only  meet a part of 
the problem. The Chinese workers must increase at least 
proportionately, and it is hoped to send a series o f  suitable 
candidates away for a three years’ theological course, these 
men on their return entering the ranks of the Chinese 
ordained ministry.
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O ne of the npw developments to which particular atten
tion is being paid is the District Training Institute, to which 
a full time staff is being appointed. Here men - and possibly 
w om en, later on - can com e for a course of training f o r a  
year or two, these students then returning to their circuits 
either as voluntary workers or if necessary, as agents employed 
by  the District or circuit. The men leave the Institute with 
net only some idea of Biblical study and its kindred subjects, 
but with training in preaching, Sunday School work, 
and most im portant of all, with a deeper knowledge and 
experience of Jesus Christ.-, as is evidenced by their keenness 
to witness, to share what has become so real to them.

This is, in brief,  an outline of a scheme for development 
which has long been a dream and which promises to mater
ialise very shortly. W e believe that by its adoption, greater 
efficiency will result. The whole District, indigenous and 
missionary, ministerial and lay, is solidly behind this scheme, 
and we ask for the prayers o f  our colleagues in these three 
provinces of West China, that under the constant guidance 
■of the H oly  Spirit,  the K in gd om  of  God m ay be more qu ickly  
and more firmly established here in this corner o f  the field.

Rev . F. W . J. C o t t r e l l .

W ESLEY’S JO U R N A L-M A Y  7th, 1741

“ I reminded the United Society that many of our brethren and 
sisters had not needful food; many were destitute of convenient 
clothing; many were out of business, and that without their own 
fault; and many were sick and ready to perish: that I had done 
what in me lay to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to employ 
the poor, and to visit the sick; but was not, alone, sufficient for 
these things; and therefore desired all whose hearts were as my 
heart:

1. To bring what clothes each eould spare to be distributed 
among those that wanted most.

2. To give weekly a penny, or what they could afford, for the 
relief of the poor and sick.

My design, I told them, is to employ for the present all the 
women who are out of business, and desire it, in knitting.

To these we will first give the common price for what work 
they do; and then add, according to their need.

Twelve persons are appointed to inspect these, and to visit and 
provide things needful for the sick.

Each of these is to visit all the sick within their district every 
other day; and to meet on Tuesday evening, to give an aceount of 
what they have done, and eonsult what ean be done farther.”

Would to God that all the party names, and unscriptural 
phrases and forms, which have divided the Christian world, were 
forgot and that we might all agree to sit down together, as humble, 
loving disciples, at the feet of our common Master, to hear his 
word, to imbibe his Spirit, and to transcribe his life  in our own. 
—Wesley, ,>



T H E ESSENCE OF METHODISM

In endeavouring to understand the aims and ideals of 
any society, whether it be religious, political or social, it is 
always best to return to the source from which the society 
-came. W ith  the passing of the years and the growth of a 
society, there is always the danger o f  com plex  organisation 
drawing a veil over the original vision and where originally 
there was a burning enthusiasm there is now that which ap
proximates m ore closely to a cold formalism. It follows, 
therefore, that if we are to recognise the ideals which are at 
the very heart of M ethodism , and which can be considered 
quite apart from the hopes and fears either of the home 
Church or some district on the overseas field, we cannot do  
better than turn to John Wesley - the founder o f all the 
branches of Methodism.

John Wesley was a man of his age who came in the 
fulness of time to save England, and not only England, from 
disaster. It was indeed a dark age with a country passing 
through great crises with no spiritual life from which strength 
cou ld  be gained to weather the storm. The period was one 
o f  revolt and discontent and, worst of all, the Christian Church 
was im potent and unconcerned. Dr. Rattenbury in his 
“ Wesley's Legacy to the World'’ says, ' Underneath ail the 
cultivated artificiality of this sceptical age there were horrors 
■barely, hid. Intemperance never made greater havoc in 
England than in the eighteenth century, and much of the 
daily practice of the masses was coarse and barbarian to an 
incredible extent. The industrial revolution was in its 
in fancy , and it soon began to create the human problems 
which became so apparent in the succeeding century. M il
lions were without God and without hope in the world, who 
gratified their soul life, so far as it could be gratified, with 
pleasure and sports of an unspeakably disgusting and degrad
ing kind- T his  age needed a voice which could speak eternal 
truth in its own dialect. Wesley experienced genuine 
religion, and found God in Christ .”

In attempting to write anything of that early m ovem ent,  
■one cannot d o  better than begin by -quoting W esley ’ s account 
o f  that great event of May 24th, 1738, which was the source of 
that great movement which was so quickly to sweep through 
England and the English speaking world. - In the evening 
I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, 
where one was reading Luther ’ s preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was des- 
■cribing the change which G od  works in the heart through 
faith in Christ, I  felt m y  heart strangely w anned. I  felt I 
d id  trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assur- 

, ance was given m e  that H e had taken away my sins, even
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mine, and saved vie from the law of sin and d eath .”  i t  was 
this that set his heart, aglow and created in him the convic 
tion of G o d ’ s unqualified love for all men. I f  God loved John 
Wesley and forgave his sins, then there could be no one 
beyond the influence of His grace. Jt might be wrong to 
classify this conviction as one of W esley 's  distinctive doc 
trines and yet it is the only possible explanation of the inces
sant ‘ passion for souls’ which flamed in the heart of the great 
itinerant. ‘ God so loved the world— ” , and Wesley could 
take nothing less than the world as his parish.

The two great doctrines of Wesley were the Witness o f  
the Spirit ’ , and 'Christian Perfection ’ . The doctrine of the 

Witness of the Spirit ’ can be traced back to the evening o f 
May 24th, 1738. " ‘ 1 felt jny heart strangely warmed— and
an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and d eath .”  
Wesley himself was fully conscious of the dangers inherent 
an this doctrine and his opponents criticised him strongly on 
their account. In spite of this, he preached the doctrine 
throughout his life and believed in it firmly and consistently. 
It is implied in many of his sermons but is dealt with fully 
in his sermon on the text, ’ The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of G o d .”  It is im 
possible to quote at length from this sermon but the following 
extracts help to throw light on the subject— “  ‘ H ereby know 
we that we dwell in H im , because l i e  hath given us o f H is 7 
loving ‘ Sp irit . ’ — But how does it appear that we have these 
marks? (T h e  marks of the loving Spirit) H ow  does it ap 
pear that we do love God and our neighbour, and that we 
keep His com m and m en ts?— 1 would ask h im , then, that 
proposes this question, How' does it appear to you that you 
are alive, and that you are now in ease and n o t in  pain? Are 
you not immediately conscious of it? By the same immediate 
consciousness, you will know if your soul is alive to G o d .—  
But what is the testimony o f  G o d ’ s Spirit which is 
superadded to, and conjoined with, this? H ow  does He bear 
witness with our spirit,  that we are the children of G o d ’ ? 
It is hard to find words in the language of men to explain 
‘ the deep things of G o d ’ . Indeed there are none that will 
adequately express what the children of God experience. But 
perhaps one might say, the testimony of the Spirit is an in 
ward impression on the soul, whereby the Spirit o f  God 
directly witnesses to m y  spirit, that I am a child o f  G o d . ”  
The experience underlying this doctrine is com m on ly  called 
the ‘ evangelical experience ’ and it would appear that, in the 
early days, Wesley almost regarded this experience as the 
test of a true Christian. Later ’ on however, it was not 
regarded as ^ con d it ion  of mem bership but the aim of the 
Methodist Societies was to create this experience in all. T he
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Methodist Church has followed W esley ’ s rulé in admitting 
members who have not as yet received the witness of the 
Spirit ’ but has it always born in m ind that W esley ’ s aim was 
that all should ultimately receive this experience? There 
must be hundreds and thousand’s of Met.hódists who are very 
like the Wesley of those early Georgian days^-excellent 
Christians, and yet needing this baptism of the Spirit to 
transform them into flaming evangelists. It remains the 
ideal of the Methodist Church to lead its people into the 
personal experience of the ‘ witness of the Spirit ’ .

The doctrine of Christian Perfection caused a great deal 
o f  controversy in W esley ’ s lifetime and resulted in much ill- 
feeling and division in the new' society. W e  are not c o n 
cerned here however, with early controversies but are seeking 
to understand the ideals of Methodism as set forward by John 
Wesley in his doctrines and teachings. W hat then does he 
say on this vexed subject? In his sermon on Phil. I I I .  12 he 
speaks first of the ways in which the Christian is not perfect 
and then of the sense in which he is perfect. Under the first 
heading, he says, “ Christian Perfection does not im ply  (as 
some men seem to nave im agined) an exemption either from 
ignorance, or mistake, or infirmities, or tem ptations.”  It 
is, however, in the second part of the discourse thatour  chief 
interest lies and we can only deal with it in the briefest pos
sible way. Wesley declares without any doubt whatever that 
the true Christian is not only saved from sin but from sinning. 
H e does not mean that the Christian cannot sin but that he 
need not, for no man is tempted above that he can bea r . ’ A: 
Christian is he who has the love of God shed abroad in his 
heart, and this love, if allowed free course, makes evil 
thoughts, desires and actions impossible. A reference to the 
quotation above taken from the earlier part of the discourse, 
makes it clear that Wesley distinguishes between error and 
sin. Error is the result of ignorance and this is allowed for 
•by Wesley by declaring that there are degrees of perfection. 
This at first may sound a contradiction in terms, but let me 
•use an illustration which my tutor -in College used to use : A 
Tose tree produces its buds in the proper season and when 
•they first appear, the buds m ay be perfect. I f  however, in a 
m o n th ’ s time they are still exactly the same, they are no 
longer perfect for they have,failed to grow. In  the same way, 
the Christian life is a growth and the three weeks old Chris
tian m ay be perfect at that particular stage but if no further 
development takes place, he will not be perfect in six  m onths ’ 
time. The perfection o f  the beginner cannot be compared 
.with the perfection of the Christian of m any  years’ standing 
any more than the perfection of the bud can be compared 
with the perfection of the flower, but it is nevertheless per
fection. ....



6 THE ESSENCE OF METHODISM

In  addition to these doctrines which he made his own, 
Wesley  put new life and meaning into the m oribund doctrines 
o f  the Church, as for example, the doctrine of Justification 
by  Faith. From  a cold and lifeless theory he turned it into 
an expression of a l iv ing experience. W e  are living in ait 
age which tends to despise the old doctrines and practices 
because o f  the names they bear. W e can therefore appreciate 
the magnificent gift which can make the old doctrines live for 
the present age. T o  take an illustration from outside the 
doctrinal world - the old Methodist Class Meeting has been 
almost entirely discarded but it has com e to life again under 
a different name - ‘ G roups ’ . The value lasts although the 
name changes. Cannot the Methodist Church follow in the 
steps of its founder and give new life to doctrines which, be
cause of their names or  because of the terms in which  they 
are expressed, are unacceptable to the modern w orld?

So m uch  for W esley ; but what of to-day?  The ideals of 
Methodism are the same. The need of oar  age is much the 
same as that o f  W esley ’ s day. The message o f  G od ’ s love 
for  all must be given to a world which is steadily turning its 
back on the way of love; the doctrine of the ‘ witness of the 
Spirit ’ brings hope to those w ho are baffled by  the vast c o m 
plex ity  of our modern world and tells o f  intimate association 
with G o d ;  the doctrine of Christian Perfection brings new 
courage to those who are despairing of overcom ing the evil in 
their lives and tells of a power which makes men perfect.

Critics o f  Methodism have not been slow to point out 
that W esley  was no great thinker or theologian. The same 
criticism has been levelled at the Methodist Church and, 
possibly, justifiably so. Dr. Rattenbury writes, “ Methodism 
has produced artists, thinkers and scholars, but has rarely 
kept them. A n d  there is some truth in the criticism of  her 
intellectual o u tp u t .”  But is this really o f  primary im port
ance and is it  not a criticism that could be levelled at the 
writers o f  the New Testam ent? Wesley wrote and spoke 
from  bis  own experience, and it is experience which is at the 
very heart o f  Methodism. No doctrine that was not p rac 
tical nor experimental seemed to Wesley worth a m o m e n t ’ s 
thought. ”  The Methodist Church has taken the same stand
ard  throughout its history.

W hat we have felt and seen . ■
. W ith  confidence we tell,

A n d  publish to the sons of men
T h e  signs infallible. ■

Rev. T. L. T hexton .
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A SERMON. *

Philippians Ch. 2 Verses 5-8
“ Have this m ind in you which was also in Christ Jesus”  

is a very well-known phrase, but is it ever connected with 
the long relative clause which follows? Paul’ s primary c o n 
cern is ethical com m and ,  but he gets carried away by his own 
theological illustration. In saying what we should be, he 
mentions what Christ is and is carried away by the wonder 
o f  it. But it is our loss if we never connect the two clauses.

T o  avoid Paul’ s unintentional emphasis, let us examine 
the theological phrase first and then return to the ethical. 
Christ is in the form of God. The word “ p.Op$ ”  is not to be 
understood as mere ‘ appearance” ; it means “ essential n a 
ture”  and Paul is on ly  repeating the idea of “ The word was 
G o d ” . He who was G od  “ counted it not a prize to be on an 
equality with G o d ” . Christ d id  not clutch and grasp at his 
position. H e did  not strive to keep up his position as we do 
our  worthless positions. On the contrary (to take the pre
ferable meaning conveyed in the Authorised Version) “ he 
made himself o f  no reputation” , and took “ the form of a 
servant being made in the likeness o f  m en .”  Note the two 
words used, “ fo r m ”  and “ likeness” . The latter means 
“ similarity without identity” ; Christ became like men, but 
H e was still G od  in H is essential nature ( f o r m ) .  He was 
like men, but He took th e /o n n  of a servant just as He was in 
the form  of G od . The same word is used. H e was in the 
form of G od  i.e. who was G od , took the form of a  servant,
i.e. was a servant. Christ was as essentially a servant as He 
was divine.

In passing, let us note Paul’s concrete language. M any 
have felt a call to 'service”  without any idea of becoming 

‘ servants” . Service”  is dangerously abstract. Let us 
follow Paul in using the concrete. Christ, although He was 
equal with God, did  not consider that H e had a position to 
keep up, but became a servant. H e himself, in His early 
days on earth, would probably have been puzzled by  such a 
description, but would have understood later when H e realised 
that men were all seeking to be ministered unto rather than 
to minister, to  have servants rather than to be one.

Now we can understand what Paul was saying to the 
Philippians. The com m and Have this m ind in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus”  is in itself nothing more than to say 
“ Be Christ-like” , advice that anyone could give. The im 
portant thing is the content. Paul reminds us that Christ 

. was a servant, and to be a servant is to be Christ-like. Think 
o f  anyone you  have regarded as Christlike and do you not 
find this characteristic? I  had previously thought that the
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Christlike quality was somethiiig'indefinable until I saw Paul's  
indication in these verses. I remember our professor of 
philosophy in college, a Christlike than in my op in ion , and 
the only particular that 1 bad noticed was that he, a man o f  
insight anti learning, was always réady to listen and consider 
any student’ s raw theory. A .student who could not get a 
hearing in the students’ com m on  room could always get a 
hearing from one who had a right not to listen. 1 revered 
him for his Christlikeness, but had not realised that it was 
because he was the servant of all, Paul gives us an idea which 
we can see exemplified in those around vis who are Clirist- 
libe.
' The description “ Christlike”  is not, often used, and 
rightly so, for the quality-is rare. There are not many ser
vants in an absolute sense. There are servants of this good 
cause and that, there sue even servants of God. We honour 
and respect these who.give their lives to serve God or some 
great cause. W e praise them by saying that they have done 
a great work ór that they are great missionaries etc., but we 
save our sincerity by reserving the praise ‘ Christlike”  for 
only  a very few of these great ones. Even in the greatest 
lives there is often something missing and that something is 
often the attitude of a servant. The Christlike are not the 
servants of one man, or of many men-, of a great cause, or 
even o f the K in gd om  of God. but those who are just servants, 
servants absolutely, those who, in whatever com pany  they 

.find themselves, are still servants. The structure of society 
does not help towards producing Christlike servants. W e  

.recognise that there are some whom it is right and proper to 
serve, but even the humblest of us regard some people as 

.below us and we find circumstances where we feel free to be 
master rather than servant and then our suppressed desires 
find outlet. Society is a caste system. W e each have a 
position in society and there are few who do not spend m uch  
energy either in keeping up their position or im proving  it. 
I f  an impulse to serve springs up in our hearts, it is im 
mediately killed. The killing usually takes place in the sub
conscious and we m ay  never become aware that something 
•was growing which would have developed into a Christlike 
attitude. The killing took place because o f  our ever-present 

.anxiety  to keep up our position in a society where no-one  
■wishes to be a servant, in other words, to avoid the contem pt 
of those who have false valuations not according to Christ. 
W e  think there are huge differences in society, and so there 
are, just as there are high mountains on the earth. Compare 
the altitude of the Himalayas with the diameter of the earth 
however and they are but mounds. W h at  is the dignity o f  
any position we may hold in earthly society compared with our 
com m on  dignity as men and women loved o f  G od?  Y e t  how
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often do  we regard ourselves or think of others from  that 
point, of view?

Most of us are either missionaries or housekeepers or 
both, and from the point o f  view of a Christlike attitude, 
these are ‘ dangerous trades”  involving our overlordship over 
others if we are not careful. A young Chinese writing in the 
“ Chinese Recorder”  on ‘ 'W h y  1 am not a Christian?” , wrote 
that he had concluded tliat missionaries come to lonely places 
=o that they can lord it over others. Not many com e with 
that purpose but we are all in danger o f  seeking com pensa
tion that way. The less iike servants we are, the further are 
we from H im  who was a servant. When we use others for 
our convenience, when we lord it and show our authority, 
when we give orders to be executed without seeking willing 
cooperation and understanding by those who obey, then we 
find ourselves where Christ is not. Temptation is every
where, whether we are doing church work, preparing a meal 
or any other business in which we are associated with the 
children of God, a class of people including many we are not 
wont to think of as our brethren and sisters.

Rabindranath Tagore: —
‘ There is T hy footstool and there rest Thy  feet where 

live the poorest and lowliest and lost.
W hen I try to bow to Thee, my obeisance cannot reach 

down to the depth where T b y  feet rest am ong the poorest and 
lowliest and lost.

Pride can never approach to where T hou  walkest in the 
clothes o f  the hum ble am ong the poorest and lowliest and 
lost.

M y heart can never find its way to where Thon  keepest 
com pany with the com  pan ion less am ong the poorest, the 
lowliest and the los t .”

R e v . A. L. P a c e y .

“ The naturalist tells us that some flowers arecuriously sensi
tive to a single degree of cold, more or less; let the thermometer 
drop just half a degree too much, and the glories shrivel up blaqk 
and dead as though they had passed through a furnace. The fatal 
“ half-degree” is the thing to escape or withstand. What havoc will 
the half-degree of intensified trouble and temptation work in the 
experience of the weak. On the contrary, how blessed are those 
who, a little stronger, can successfully defy heightened trial. 
Truth a trifle more clearly discerned; faith, enhanced as by a grain 
of mustard seed; love, clinging by an added tendril; and hope, that 
anchor of the soul, somewhat more surely biting the solid ground 
mean much in the history o f the soul”

W. L. Watkinson.

“ He who is not liberal with what he has does but deceive him
self when he thinks he would be liberal if he had more."

■ \o W . S. Tluner.
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¿ H ’ U A N  MI A O  IMPRESSIONS.

R ev. R. H . G o l d s w o r t h y .

H aving  recently returned from an extensive tour amongst 
these interesting people the time is opportune to set down a 
record of on e ’ s experiences and impressions. Christian work 
am ong  the Ch ’ uan Miao has been a natural outcome of the 
m any  years work am ong the H u a  M iao ,  which began early 
in this present century through the instrumentality of such 
devoted pioneers as Mr. Adam  and our own Mr. Pollard. In 
fact one m ight almost say that the C h ’ uan Miao work was a 
spontaneous growth, and its development up to the present 
time has been largely due to their hearing the Christian 
message elsewhere and then returning home and themselves 
establishing small communities for praise and prayer. Great 
•credit is also due to the devoted service rendered by the 
H u a  Miao for the evangelisation of the C h ’ uan Miao. M any  
o f  these willingly go m any d a ys ’ journey from their home to 
reside as Christian teachers and preachers, and are mission
aries in the truest sense of that word. All honour to them as 
they continue this noble service I

Roughly  speaking, the area covered m ay be indicated on 
the m ap by  the district enclosed by a figure whose eorners 
•are the cities of Ta-kuap, Chen-hsiong, Chah-hsi,  K o n g -  
iisien and K ao-hsien , and almost wherever one goes within 
that area.there are to be found, scattered here and there, 
Christian communities of varying size and strength, but all 
fired with an earnest desire to receive and to understand the 
Gospel of the K in g d o m .  In some places schoolchapels have 
been built, while in others the hom e of the Christians have 
been thrown open, as in the days of Priscilla and Aquila.

A  few months ago there came to our Miao. Annual Meet
ings at Stone Gateway two men who had travelled n o  less 
than 600 li with the urgent request that a teacher be sent to 
their  district,  as already there were so m any people who had 
.expressed the desire to join the Christian Church. Needless 
to  say, their zeal in walking so far was met with a promise 
that a  teacher would be sent them, and with this assurance 
off they went on their 600 li return journey.. T he  teacher 
■went to them within a month  or .so of their visit, and this 
district o f  Luh-pan shan was included in our recent itiner
ary. W h at was our joyful surprise but to find that on the 
arrival o f  their teacher they had set to work and had erected 
a  tem porary  school-chapel pending the erection o f more 
suitable premises later o n !  T hey  had not made any forms, 
but the scholars in school and the folk at worship had only  
large stones to sit on , but they were bo happy  in their new
found joy .  A bout th ir ty  boys and girls study there each 
day, and m any  people gather for service whenever such is



CH’UAN MIAO IMPRESSIONS 11

held. Moreover, hearing that we were to visjjfc them, these 
thirty youngsters came 40 li to meet us, and o f course had 
to return the name 40 li to their school. Such is typ i
cal of the zeal of these interesting and intelligent tribesmen, 
and were ways and means available we should very soon be 
able to multiply such instances, and there could well he as 
large an ingathering o f  C h ’ uan Miao as there was 30 years 
ago of Hua Miao. Will all our readers just lay this matter 
on  their hearts and before the Heavenly Father?

Another encuraging phase of our work is the voluntary 
establishing o f  branch schools, each in the care of a Christian 
teacher-preacher. An instance of this is Uang-u-chai, Loh- 
piao, in the Kong-hsien prefecture, in connection with which 
there are three such branch schools, viz., M o-ha i-t ’ ang, 
I n -ch ia -p ’ ing, and Iu-chia-l in .

Still another encouraging feature, and perhaps the grea
test of them all, is that, through the months ail our teachers 
ill the C h ’ uan Miao Circuit have been quietly preparing 
themselves for baptism into the Church, and on our recent 
itinerary they voluntarily came forward to request baptism 
at the hands of the missionary, their reasons being two-fold
............ the nourishment of their own spiritual life, and their
desire to be examples to their students and the folk gen
erally.

At Chah-hsi, which is the centre o f  our C h ’ uan Miao 
work, and where a Higher Primary School has recently been 
opened, we spent eight or nine days for the purpose of some 
intensive Bible study. About fifty Christians gathered there 
and we had a m ost  happy and profitable time of fellowship, 
and face our future tusks with greater confidence in conse
quence.

Our baptized com m u n ity  is not large, only about 150, 
though the scholars in our schools number 500. The work 
is definitely growing, and always on our recent .2000 li jo u r 
ney we were enabled to realize that ' ‘ The best of all is, God 
is with u s ! ’ ’

Our people are very greatly obliged for the deep interest 
shown in them by various good friends at Chengtu who are 
endeavouring to help them to im prove their cattle, poultry, 
and fruit stock, and also for the real help that is being given 
to the children of some o f  them in giving them the o p p o r 
tunity o f  higher education in Chengtu. W e would take this 
opportunity  o f  rendering grateful thanks to all concerned on 
behalf o f  all concerned.

What, were ye born to be 
Ari hour or half’s delight,
And so to bid good-night?
’Twas pity Nature brought you forth* 
Merely to show your worth

and lose you quite. Herrick.
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EVANGELISM IN A N D  A R O U N D  
C H A O  T ’O N G  FU.

R ev. R. H. G o l d s w o r t h y .

W e have just recently entered upon the second fifty years 
of our work in this city, but while not unduly dwelling upon 
the past we cannot but bear witness to the faithful service of 
the earlier pioneers, and do so with respectful gratitude to 
them and to the God who sent them fortl).

Our city Church is the natural centre of our Methodist 
Circuit, and from this centre radiate our three or four out- 
stations. The work of evangelism in the city is carried on 
day by day through the various agencies within the Church. 
Members and enquirers are visited in their homes, and 
“'cottage meetings’ ’ are held as requested. In this way the 
sick and the indifferent have the Evangel brought to their 
very doors, while at the same time “ the man in the street”  
is able to see Christianity in action, and himself able to re
ceive Christian influence in some form or another. This 
form of service is carried on in part by our Pastors and in 
part by our Bible W om en.

Our Sunday congregations are well maintained, the 
pulpit being well served by our staff of Pastors and lay prea
chers. T he  presence of the students from our Middle and 
Primary schools adds greatly to the interest and the useful
ness of the services. .

A  further opportunity  for evangelism is that provided by 
the new hospital now almost completed in the Eastern 
suburb o f  the city . Every m orning  prayers are conducted 
by one or other of our preachers, and one of the pastors 
spends a portion of each day as Hospital Evangelist. Thus 
are the claims o f Christ brought before the sick, and the 
double  prescription presented to them. This new hospital,  so 
n far  com pletion , will meet a long-felt need, and while 
valuable as a medical agency will ever serve as a mighty 
auxiliary to the Church, and as a perpetual opportunity  for 
proclaiming the Evangel.

But by far the most encouraging sign here is the pre
sence and zeal of so many young people, lads and girls. For 
the past year a Y oun g  People 's Society (C h ’ ing-nien pu ) has 
been in existence, with a membership of about thirty. 
Meetings for fellowship, mutual im provement, social inter
course, and consecration have been held regularly through 
the months, and the more we know of  these young folk the 
less surprised are we that when Jesus looked upon a certain 
young man He loved h im . Our young people call out the 
best that is in us, and no finer opportunity  for Christian 
service than this can be found anywhere. These youn g  men 
and women have voluntarily form ed themselves into Preach-
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ing-bands, and every Sunday m orning  finds o n e / j r  other of 
these going off with the appointed preacher to our various 
outstations to render glad service either'in singing, prayer or 
speech.

Our aim is for a still more intelligent ministry, and so
a Preachers’ Traiiring Institute has receently been re-estab
lished, with special and newly-erected buildings, where those 
who are called to give their lives to' this service of evangelism, 
shall receive appropriate training, and be equipped for  im 
mediate service here, or else prepared for entry into our 
Theological Training College at W uchang  for the full work o f  
the Christian Ministry. .

Apart from the city we have three country schools, each 
with its resident teacher-evangelist. Boys and girls are there 
prepared for what higher education we can offer them in the-, 
city, and Christian influences are brought to bear upon them 
thus early in life. Olir cou n try  teachers are all baptized 
Christians, and so, while conducting their schools, also lead, 
the local people in worship during the week-evenings, and 
in every way try to leave the Christian impress upon their  
people.

Just a few minutes walk away from the city is a lepro
sarium, originally a government project, but one in which the- 
Christian Church is playing an increasingly large part. The 
Governm ent gives a grant towards the upkeep of the place, 
and the feeding of the patients, while here again the double 
prescription, physical and spiritual, is given by the Church,, 
and no more grateful people can be found anywhere than 
these unfortunate lepers. The leprosarium firrds a place- 
on our Circuit Preaching plan, and here again do the m e m 
bers o f  our Y oun g  People ’ s Society show the genuineness- 
o f  their faith by the zeal and regularity with which they visit 
it Sunday by Sunday.

Still another outstation is about to be opened, some 25 li’ 
North of the city. Some months ago the local official (pao- 
tong) presented the local people with a piece of land for the 
erection of a school-cbapel, and since then they have been 
busy, in their spare time, erecting the building, with only  a. 
very small amount of help from Mission sources. W e  now 
await word of the finished ,building, and o f  the completed ’ 
arrangements foy the opening ceremony, and next year there 
will be yet another baptized Christian in residence there 
teacher-evangelist. ■

Thus do we take heart, for the future, and we would take- 
this opportunity of soliciting the prayerful sympathy of all 
our readers for our work in this difficult area. Nothing 
spectacular goes on day by day, yet in a quiet way do we 
seek to build up the K ingdom  of G od  o i r a  Rock which can
not be shaken, upd  that Rock is Christ.
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M E T H O D IST  C H U R C H  IN 

K’ UN -TIEN CIRCUITS.

The K ’ un-tien Circuits consist of Chinese work in the 
capital city o f  K u n m in g  and one or two out-stations, and 
tribal work in the “ hsien”  of Hsiin-tien. The latter city is 
a little over 200 li from K u n m in g ;  part of the journey, and 
sometimes the whole of it, m ay  now be done by motor bus. 
The tribal stations however are scattered over a wide m o u n 
tainous area accessible only  on horse or foot. Most of the 
country  is unsurveyed. The work of these circuits thus 
included both the busy street of an enterprising provincial 
capital and the remote villages of primitive tribespeople.

W hen  the first Methodist missionaries came to Y unnan 
under the auspices of the C .I .M .  exactly fifty years ago, they 
entered the province via the Yangtze River, taking about six 
months to make the journey from coast to Yunnan. The 
first to begin work were Thorne and Vanstone. They estab
lished themselves in K u n m in g  and were later joined by  
Pollard, D ym on d  and Savin. It  is of interest to note that 
D r,  Savin was the first medical missionary in this or in 
neighbouring provinces. This, our first work in the province, 
continued from 1886 to 1900. In the meantime work was 
also com m enced  at Tungchwan and Chaotung, two im portant 
cities on the road from the north by  which the pioneers had 
entered. T b o  work at Tungchwan was the on ly  work not 
interrupted by the Boxer  Rising. Foreigners evacuated from 
all other centres, including K unm ing .

In 1902 the return journey began, again via the Yangtze 
and the road from the north. Chaotung and Tungchwan 
were the places first reached by  the returning missionaries 
and these two places, plus the great Miao m ovem ent,  absorbed 
all the workers who were sent, and none got as far as K u n 
ming. Thus K u n m in g  was not re-occupied and the work 
t'here lapsed. Unfortunately this state o f  affairs was to 
continue for m any years. W ith  the opening o f  the French 
Railway from Indo-China to K u n m in g  in 1910, K u n m in g  
became more and more important in the life of the province 
and also the port o f  entry for all foreign workers. For a 
long  time our business affairs, now necessarily transferred to 
K u n m in g ,  were kindly  undertaken by kind friends in the
C .I .M .  T he necessity of representation in the city became 
m ore  and jnore evident and at last the old difficulties were 
bo  longer allowed to decide the question an d  work was 
resumed in 1919. Business affairs were not the only  factor 
in the situation. W ith  the growing im portance of the capital 
c ity ,  more and more of our Tungchwan and^Ghaotung people
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were moving up to K u n m in g  and it was felt that the task of 
shepherding them was our duty.

Like all Christian work am ong  the Chinese of this 
•province, our K un m ing  work has progressed but slowly. 
T he  membership is about fifty but there is a much larger 
regular congregation Sunday by Sunday. The preaching 
shop stands directly on the busy street where our church 
premises are situated. The shop is also well used as a read
ing room and the windows are used for tiie display of posters 
and literature which are read by many passers-by. We 
have also a large number of friendly contacis which use up 
much time, but which we regard as a good investment, if 
mostly  as yet unrealised. For instance, there is one m an, a 
general in the arm y, who often comes in for a cup  o f  tea 
and  a game of tennis. Last year he went far into the west 
o f  the province chasing the Communist army and while 
there, he encouraged the people to break with their idols. 
“" A h ”  they said, ‘ this man has something to do with the 
Christian Church” . He told them that he had, and himself  
reported the incident to us. He does not com e to church 
but his moral life is no discredit to his claim of relationship 
to Christianity. W e were pleased to hope that friendship 
had meant something real to that man. W e have very many 
other contacts with every class of people and can only pray 
that seed is being sown. All the people in the city seem 
keen to learn English and we hold a full service in English 
every Sunday morning at 8 o ’ clock which is attended regularly 
by over thirty young people. There is also an English 
speaking Pioneer section of the G irls ’ Life Brigade, with 
Junior and Cadet sections in Chinese, all meeting weekly. 
Regular w om e n ’ s meetings and Bible classes are also held.

In the Hsiin-tien area there are Miao, K opn and Chinese 
people. The Miao are immigrants of the last ten or twenty 
years, having com e from the stonegateway area in search of 
better land and opportunities. In these few scattered Miao 
villages there are almost 200 baptised Christians. Recently 
I  baptised th irty-six  people, some of w hom  had com e a 
hundred li or more for the service. In addition to those 
who have actually received baptism, there are m any more 
influenced by Christianity and the com m unity  seems pre
dom inantly  Christian.

All tribal work is not so encouraging however as that 
am ong the Miao. In the Hsiin-tien area are also the K o p u  
people. They are a branch of the Nosu people and talk a Nosu 
language. Some Nosu hold high positions in the province, 
including  that o f  Governor of the province, but the K op u  
branch is very primitive and unawakened. For thirty years, 
evangelists, chiefly  M iao, have worked am ong them. The 
whole com m unity  seems to have looked towards Christianity,
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expecting something bvit without yet having received it. 
Unfortunately we have not been able to place our best workers 
in this area. Those who have laboured here have done so 
with devotion, but have not been quite equal to the very 
difficult task of awakening the people from their slumber. 
Until recently no foreign missionary has visited the district 
for fifteen rears. Perhaps what is needed in the first place 
is leadership by one of their own people, one''who will awake 
to receive training and education and then return to his own 
folk and awaken litem. This was a primary cause o f the 
awakening of other sections of the Nosu people. Various 
Ivopu students are in our schools and we wait hopefully , i t  
is significant that the main body of tbe people are as apathetic 
towards education as they are to Christianity. Sooner or 
later, however, they will awaken as the other tribes have 
done and we are waiting with the gospel of new life to hand 
to them as soon as they are able to receive it.

' „ R e v . A .  L. P acf,y .

THE OPPOSITION
“ The opposition that the church faces to-day from a world 

that rejects the Gospel ought to make us conscious of our basic 
unity. Whatever our denomination* we are all confronted with a 
secularized education that deals with everything without any re
cognition of the divine Spiritual' Order which alone gives meaning 
to life. We are all confronted with an international anarchy that 
places its final reliance on the un-Christian methpd of war and so 
is plunging us headlong toward universal ruin. We are all con
fronted with an economic order which so accentuates the acquisi
tive impulse that the Christian motive of love and the spirit of co
operation which can alone save us from social disintegration are 
sadly lacking. We are all confronted with a recrudescence of 
pagan morals which challenge the most precious gains that Chris
tianity has brought to civilization, threatening even the founda
tions of the Christian home. We are all confronted with the twin 
modern rivals of Christianity - communism on the one hand and 
nationalism on, the other - which to-day are the great competitors 
of Christianity for the allegiance of men. And to meet such com
mon foes, we dare riot wait until some remote day when we may 
have a common church. We must have united thinking, united 
fellowship and united action now upon the basis o f the spiritual 
unity that we already possess.”

Samuel M. Cavert in the Church Through Half a Century.
Seribners

“ I find the great thing in this world is not so much where we 
stand, as in what direction we are moving”

- Oliver Wendell Holmes. •



A Y U N N A N  M O U N T A IN  VIEWS

MEDICAL W OR K

I am Phoenix  Mountain, nearby a city called Chaotung 
in northeast Y unnan . This city has been established but a, 
few hundred years, while m any , m any thousands o f  years 
ago I had passed my youth. I  have gazed on all the develop
ments of the years in Y unnan Province, and especially have 
1 viewed the advent of missionaries in this region ,-now a 
matter of just fifty years. Their work has included direct 
evangelistic effort, extensive educational work, and medical 
ministration. From m y  mountain seat, a mile and a half 
above sea level, I look many days ’ journey north, south, east, 
and west, and find that the denomination known as English 
Methodists has impartially served the Chinese, as well as the 
Miao, Nosu, and other tribes. On m y brow are buried some 
half-dozen missionaries, four o f  them physicians, and I do 
not wonder that the new medical plant, just now nearing 
completion, is called the Missionaries’ Memorial Hospital.

W e mountains of these parts conferred, and agreed to 
give o f  our very selves that we might be partners in the 
medical work. Thus we have contributed stone for the found-: 
ations, lintels, pillars, and operating room floor; more stones 
for the l im e; sand from one o f  our riverbeds; earth for the 
fine quality of brick and tile; and we even went deeper (for 
all great matters go deep), and furnished coal from our inner
most being for burning the brick, lime, and tile. Though 
brick buildings are not com m on  in these parts, we who furnish 
the essentials, feel that we have wisely produced brick build
ings, for we want to hold in our lap, so to speak, structures 
worthy o f  their cause. W e are proud of this boon to mankind.

On our sides have grown pine and walnut and locust 
trees for centuries, and we have been glad to give o f  our best 
timbers for this work. To keep the industrious hum an ants 
(called m en )  at work is our great am bition, and they must 
be kept in good health if we are to have a m axim u m  number 
o f  foot-pounds o f  heaven on mother earth. So now at last 
this memorial hospital is getting its finishing touches, and 
our neighbor hills are providing the cosmetics, pigment, for 
the paint and some of our famed ‘ t ’ u ng ’ oil- to cover it. Nor 
do we forget that the foundations for this work, in another 
sense, have been laid by the medical staffs during the five 
decades past.

1 have noticed that these rather microscopical animations, 
called hum ans, are inclined to extend their good works, and 
so there is a thriving medical work am ong the Nosu across 
the border at W eining, in K w eichow , where a Nosu physician 
has drawn on m y  neighbor mountains for materials for a
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small hospita l 'and  dispensary. In the Divine plan I  opine 
that the Creator placed these materials there for just such 
purposes. Certainly Messrs Mountain, Dale, & Co. (U n lim 
ited ) are gladly cooperating in this work. A t  Tung Ch’ uen, 
five d ays ’ journey to the south, and at Stone Gateway, a dny 
o f  travel to the east (am ong  the Miao in K w eich ow ) are dis
pensaries splendidly served by E n g l ish ' nurses and their 
helpers.

Last year the four medical centres referred to totalled 
over 40 ,000  dispensary calls. There Were some four hundred 
in-patients, m ost of these being beneath m y  protecting care 
at Chaotung. T w o  leper homes are operated (at Stone Gate
way and Chaotung) with some 40 inmates.

Since physicians are so limited in num ber, it is well that 
a training school for nurses (of  some eleven girls and four 
boys) was started a few years ago, and in Feb. 1936 registered 
with the Nurses’ Association o f  China, - probably the first in 
all this province to register with the N . A . C /  Of all the fair 
flowers on the sides of m y  Heaven pointed m ountain, the 
fairest are these neatly uniformed nurses whether they be at 
work or at play. T h ey  are the advance guard of m any who 
will help m y  human friends into a more abundant life. Less 
than half of the Hospital patients are able to pay the very 
moderate hospital fees, and m y  hills and valleys are indeed 
glad that no needy person is turned away just because they 
d o  not have a little of the silver whicb, perforce, comes from 
som e cousin mountain far afield.

1 rejoice that the resources available from hill and valley 
are being used in  constructing such a m em orial to earlier 
workers as now appears here at Chaotung. T h e  mortal re
mains of several o f  these workers, as also those of numerous 
Chinese friends, rest just under my heart. G od  has been the 
kaleidoscope, and He has shifted a few of m y ’ useful materials, 
and fruition results and will result. In m any ways matters 
progress, and 'the new is better than the old, - and is to be 
jgtill^better. '

D r . F. F .  T ucker . ;

Lord, I am stricken sore.
Thy fiercest daft 
Hast pierced my heart,
And I can bear no more.
Butin my grief 
'I seek relief
From thee alone. ,,,
Who but thyself hast ever had 
A  hurt so bad?
Not any one. v

G. A . Warburton
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C H A O T ’ O N G  M E T H O D IST  GIRLS’ S C H O O L

Mrss L. 0 .  S q u i r e , B .A .

Tliis school, known for long as the “ iu  Mei H u e i ”  
< ^ H # )  G irls ’ School, owes its name to ‘ "United M etho
d is t ”  days, though its beginning dates from the last few 
years of the ' Bible Christian”  Mission. As far as is known, 
it w m s  the first school for girls in the provinces o f  Y unnan 
and Kweichow. Opened by Miss E . M. Squire, B .A . ,  sister 
o f  the writer, in the year 1904, it was run on very slender 
resources as far as funds were concerned, though the enthu
siasm of  both teacher and scholars made up for m any defi
ciencies in equipm ent. ■

From  the first a rule was made, and strictly observed, 
that scholars must unbind their feet., so our girls of those 
days had to take a brave imd decided stand. Bible study 
lias always had an important place in our curriculum, which 
it still ho lds— this being possible because the school remains 
up to the present unregistered; in other respects the sub 
jects taught are the same as in Government Schools.

Jn addition to Lower and Higher Primary, a K in d er 
garten department is included in the school, this proving to 
be bo popular that the chief difficulty is to avoid overcrowd
ing. Jn earlier years, when it was not possible for gills to 
continue their education elsewhere, the tendency was for 
them to stay on as long as possible; arid since many of them 
were over age on admittance, some o f  our Higher Primary 
girls were quite senior. For the sake of thpse older scholars 
a teachers1 preparation class was formed, with criticism 
lessons, that proved o f  great value, as most of our teachers 
had to be recruited from former scholars. In tills way it 
has been possible to keep a Christian atmosphere in the 
school,  as the m ajority  o f  our senior scholars are baptised 
Christians. Another feature of our work has been the m ing
ling of Chinese, Nosu, and Miao girls— a condition of affairs 
thought at one time to be not practicable. Many of our old 
girls are g iving valuable service to this or other Missions in 
various ways— as teachers, nurses, Bible women or preachers’ 
wives.

in  recent years, with more facilities for education, our 
classes tend to become more junior than in former times, 
though we still have some over age scholars com ing from 
country  districts. Another change has gradually com e about 
also, in com m on  with other schools, namely the m ix in g  of 
boys and girls in classes other than the K indergarten. At 
present, when advocates of the NeW Life M ovem ent are 
stressing education for all, it is quite impossible to a c c o m 
m odate all the children who ask for admittance. T im e was,
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when girls travelled an yth ing  up to eighteen days’ journey to 
attend this s ch oo l ; 'n ow a day s  scholars come from a more 
restricted area, but it is good to feel that our days of useful
ness are not yet over.

So, although our financial resources have always been 
modest, we are proud^tp feel that this school has done pioneer 
work in providing elementary education for girls, carried on 
sincerely and in a Christian atmosphere, as well as giving a 
lead in this district to the anti-footbinding crusade, which 
has done so much for the uplift and freedom of the girls and 
women of this generation.

GROW OLD ALONG WITH M E!
“ Under an adequate physical health programme a man should 

grow indefinitely with reference to his mental powers; judgement 
serenity, tolerance, interest, poise, etc. All these should manifest 
themselves more emphatically as we grow older. The fact that 
they so frequently fail to materialize is no indication of the error 
of this opinion but rather a sign that our scheme of growing up 
requires looking into. It is rather interesting to see so many 
schemes on foot for pensioning us off at sixty or sixty-five, as if 
a man’s work were ever done. Surely something is wrong when 
we so blithely dismiss a life-work at sixty when it really should 
just begin to,show the fruits of mentally healthy upbringing” .

” W . E. Blatz, Religious Education, July 1936.

H E L P  T H E  B I B L E  S O C IE T IE S  TO 

P E R M E A T E  C H IN A  W I T H

“THE LIGHT OF LIFE”

Every type o f  Chinese Bible or New Testament, also 
Scriptures in English and other tongues may be purchased 
at or through the

W E S T  C H IN A  B IB L E  A G E N C Y  

of the

B R IT IS H  A N D  F O R E IG N  B IB L E  S O C IE T Y  
A M E R IC A N  B IB L E  S O C I E T Y  

at

C H E N G T U , and M I H W A  K A I ,  C H U N G K IN G  

” or from the

N A T I O N A L  B IB L E  S O C IE T Y  O F  S C O T L A N D  
C H U N G K IN G
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NURSING IN C H A O T U N G

Miss C. P ullan .

The Missionaries’ Memorial Hospital,  Cbaotungl I 
wonder whether that conveys anything to you? Probably  
not. Possibly you have not even heard of Chaotung, a city 
of some thirty-thousand inhabitants in a remote corner of
S. W .  China. Its tandson  aplain  6 ,500 feet  above sea-level, 
and is reached by a journey of ten days across the mountains 
from Y unnanfu . in  this out-of-the-way spot, a school of 
nursing has recently been established and we hope year by 
year to send out graduate nurses into the world. This sounds 
a wild dream, but I am convinced that it can be realized, 
although the difficulties are great. '

Our student nurses are a delightful mixture - some are 
Chinese, blit the majority7 are drawn from the tribes-people 
who inhabit this region * tb e N o su a n d  Miao. They are very 
charm ing people with a childlike outlook on life, kind and 
willing, both excellent qualities in a nurse, but they also have 
a very childlike sense, o f  responsibility and as their general 
standard of education is low, they find the work extremely 
difficult. Our only  wnv of over-coming this difficulty is by  
increasing the length of the probationary period and by e x 
ercising a great deal of patience.

At present we have ten girls and four boys in training, 
and all except one are already Christians. W e  had two n o n 
Christian girls who started, but after a week they left in d is
gust. They d id n ’ t know the lovely story of how Jesus washed 
the feet o f  His disciples, and could see no beauty in the 
menial tasks t l ^  were expected to perform. Nursing, as a 
profession, is rather looked down upon in this part of China 
so that the well-educated girls can rarely be persuaded to take 
it up. It is for us to show people that it is a noble profes
sion, dem anding the highest qualities of heart and m ind ,  and 
so to attract to our hospital some of the brightest and most 
intelligent girls and boys of the local Middle School. But 
it is not so much m y ambition for our hospital to obtain high 
honors in examinations, as to turn out really good nurses, 
girls and boys who love their job  and 'who are willing to serve 
their fellows from a sense o f  vocation and not merely as a 
means of livelihood. I f  we can accomplish this, and with 
G o d ’ s help I ’ m sure we can, then 1 shall feel that all our 
effort is worthwhile.

“ It may be true that I have much less to live on than I had a 
year ago, but it is certainly true that I have just as much to live 
for. The real values of life are unshaken and solid. A  financial 
crisis can rob us of all that we have, but it cannot affect what we 
are” . Claiborne Johnson.



A,FESTIVAL D A Y  A T  A  HU A MI A O  
O U T S T A T IO N .

R ev .  E. H .  M o o d y .

, It is easy to become depressed that the progress a pri
mitive people.uiake towards the ideal of a Christian life should 
be so slow. Teaching about Christian morals, the evil of 
superstition or concerning hygiene often seems to have little 
effect, though perhaps if the modern missionary could look 
back into the past when Christian pioneers were com m encing  
their lafoours, his outlook would be much less depressing.

A  short while ago an experience like that of looking back 
into the past came to me.

Years ago when the Miao first sought out the Rev. Sam. 
Pollard they had many evil and im moral customs. In 1915 
when Pollard died, these customs had been largely uprooted 
or transformed. The fifth day of the fifth moon was a B ac
chanalian festival. On this day the people gathered on 
certain hills known as hua shan’ (w hich , strangely enough, 
m ay be translated either flowery m ounta in ’ or "mountain of 
v ice ’ ), for drunken carousals, pipe playing, dancing and im 
morality . Realising how deep rooted was the desire to cele
brate this festival, Pollard, with characteristic foresight, saw 
that sublimation would be far more effective than repression 
and so he urged the youn g  Christian tribespeople to organise 
sports meetings to be conducted at the same time as the 
heathen festivals. Boys and girls and even the farmers ran 
races or gave drill displays and there were singing contests 
as well as competitions in reading the Miao New Testament in 
the Pollard script. Altogether the whole character of the 
festival was changed from something dark, vil and sordid to 
a pure and healthy day of holiday-m aking.

<Jradually, as Christianity has taken a hold upon the life 
of the M iao, the pagan festivals and pipe playing with their 
imnjoral associations have become less and less. A t  Lu Chia 
Y in  however, is a hill which has always been the seat of such 
a festival and it happens to be less than a quarter of a mile 
from our church. In this particular area the Miao Chris
tians are far outnumbered by those who have not yet come to 
know Jesus, the Saviour of men and with the proxim ity  of 
pagan revelry there is always the danger that weaker members 
m ay  be tempted and fall back into  wayB of the past. This 
year we decided to make our Christian festival at Lu Chia 
Y in  a bigger and more attractive affair in the effort to protect 
M iao Chr^tians and, if possible, to attract those who Still do 
not own Christ. Great preparations were made beforehand 
and there was much activity on the part o f  the local teacher, 
members an d  scholars in preparing for a sports meeting.

When the d a y  -ca m e , We first a s s e m b le d  in our s m a l l
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chapel for a morning service and, even as we worshipped, we 
heard heathen Miao passing the chapel 0 »  their way to their 
festival, playing pipes as they went.

The service ended, we went oat to the sports field where 
a thousand or so Miao assembled and commenced the sport«. 
Whether attracted by the Christians’ Binging or by the sight 
o f  a football being pursued around the field by twenty-two 
enthusiastic Miao, we know not, but soon a trickle of non 
Christian Miao could be seen making their way down the hill 
to  our field; the trickle became a steady stream and soon the 
vendors of sweatmeats and other delicacies' saw where the 
better trade was to be found and they too came down to d is 
play their wares on the outskirts of the sports field, until at 
length the flowery m ountain ’ was quite deserted.

M oving  about the field it was easy to see which groups 
■were Christian and which were not. The Christian girls had 
a fresh, clean and healthy look which was a marked contrast 
against the appearance o f  those who had come from n on 
Christian villages; their clothes were cleaner and their head
dress different, for the Christian girls have taken to weaving 
strands o f  brightly coloured wool into their hair. The young 
men were less disfigured by diseases such as sm allpox  and 
some other diseases that com e through evil living.

Away in one corner of the field the sound of pipes was to 
be heard and I wandered across. It was a mere semblance 
•of what would have occurred 0 1 1  a larger scale on the flowery 
m ountain ’ . The young men were drunken with wine made 
locally from maize and their eyes sparkled with a frenzy born 
o f  drink and lust as they danced their wild dances. I t  was 
impossible not to compare this drunken revelry with the 
healthy enjoym ent of those other young men as they kicked 
a football about or ran their races.

One unfortunate young wife was dragging at her hus
ba nd ’ s arm in an endeavour to restrain him from drinking 
more wine that would lead him to— she knew what! How 
different from those other carefree young girls who were read
ing aloud passages from St: M ark ’ s Gospel in the bibl'e-read- 
ing competition !

W e rejoiced that m any of the non-Christians should have 
been attracted to watch the sports but we long that they shall 
join with us in the games and races. Perhaps next year even 
that one corner of the field will not be given over to drunken 
revelry. Already some o f  the non-Christian villages have sent 
representatives to us asking that we send those who will teach 
them this new way o f  life - a life that 9eems to hold a deeper 
joy  than they have experienced. It is obvious to them that 
our Miao Christians have something that they have not and 
such early requests show the ready infection o f  inward joy 
that conies to those w ho know H im .
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•THE EARTH IS T H E LO RD ’S A N D  

T H E FULLNESS THEREOF."

W h y  do  we sigh that other people win 
Souls for their reckoning, while we would fain 

Shed our l i fe ’ s blood 
Some fruits for the Master to gain?
Is there a sorrow m the hearts o f  some 
W h o  anguish for a harvest to be won,

W on  for their God 
Y et  see but leaves, unyielding sod?

On other’ s fields we gaze with discontent 
And see there, harvests rich with golden grain;

They have so m u ch ,
Talents serving h o p e ’ s fulfillment,
Advantages we never think to gain,
Their efforts crowned with increase hundredfold ;

Ours bring tis nought,
So hope falters, spirit and heart grow cold.

Look up again 0  worker, G o d 's  great plan •
Makes H is the time o f reaping and the choice 

Is not for man,
And if H is time should not be yours 
Should you then, saddened, feel H is  work to fail
And suffer much of setback, though the canse 

Be not your ow n?
Look up, let not such fears assail.

For, late or early though the harvest be,
Can you judge well w hat ’s gained or what is loet 

I f  yon should scan 
In the light of eternity?
W h o  of yon shall say which is the greater,
Or valued more by H im ,  who sent you forth 

T o  sow and reap 
That you  might something bring of worth?

Because the flower of M orning  Glory shows 
The sign of richest fullness in the morn 

I s ’ t valued more 
Than the bloom of Evening  Primrose,
Or the Damask Violet flower - later far?
W hat matter if  their time be eve or da w n ?

His plan it is 
Under W hose  ordering all things are.
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For every plant grows in its native soil,
Some thrive ’ mid rocks, in sand loam, or toil

In harder clay. . .
Eve or tnorn, perhaps the m orrow 
Should there of fullness be no sign today.
Not when you ,  the gardener, d re a m s is  the prime 

Yours but to tend,
Awaiting, trustingly, His time. ,

So, anxious one, your worry cease and pray 
That to the call within you  m a y  be true.

H is time ’ twill be,
I f  not in this life - in the next ' . ■
Shall surely com e the glory that is due 
And you shall hear your Lord com m end - '"M y  child, 

G ood cheer - well d o n e .”
Thus is the promise filled in you.

M r s . B e a t r i c e s . M o o d y .

BOOK CLUB
October 15,1937 

The accession list o f University Book Club September 30 to 
Oetober 15 is as following:
Chesterton, G. K. 
Hardy, T. 
Eldershaw, M. B. 
Arnup, J. H. 
Professor Bernhardi 
Woolf, V. 
Gulbranssen, T. 
Heath, G.
.Forbes, E. 
Selincourt, B. D. 
Lewisohn, L.
Holtby, W, 
Paterson, N.
Hills, M.
Bosshardt, R. A. 
Deeping, W.

Autobiography .
Tess of the D’urbervilles 
A House is Built
A New Church Faees a New World 
Famous Plays of 19S6 
The Years
The Wind from The Mountain • 
Brief Flower of Youth 
Paradise
Anne Douglas Sedgwick 
Trumpet of J ubilee 
Letter To a Friend 
Jenny
Live Alone and Like it 
The Restraining Hand

_ _ Blind Man’s Year
Will all 1937-38 members or would-be members o f the Univer

sity Book Club kindly address comm unications and book parcels to
Alice W. Lindsay,

West China Union University, 
Chengtu

THE NATIONAL OPTICAL COMPANY.
. O p h th a lm ic  O p tic ia n s .

1914-1937
281 Nanking Koad, Shanghai,

Telephone 91224 
25 Yes.13 experience in Eyetesting, 

frame-fitting, lens-grinding' '
. . and accurate prescription-work. .

' 'Moderate prices and prompt service.
; 1 ! 1 O ar past work is proof o f our efficiency.
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a /  ’ Sikang, Oct. 37.
BY TIBETAN ;

I f  any progress is made in mission work along the T ibe
tan frontier it is not without persistent resistance and o p p o 
sition, T he  lama, at almost every step, is prepared to ques
tion and withstand whatever we have to say about G od , the 
world, and sin. A lama calls— an Inearnation did some days 
ago— and he was not m any minutes on his seat before he 
started firing big guns.

Our main controversy is around  the term God. ‘ "Was
there a Creator”  we ask the lama. “ N o ”  he replies, ‘ ‘ is
there a creation?”  “ N o ’ ' he replies. ‘ ‘ Then who made 
the world and the things therein?”  ‘ ‘ They came of them 
selves”  he im mediately  replies. W h at evidence can you 
produce for ‘ rang-jung ’ ? ”  ‘ ‘ H ad  things a beg in n in g ?1' 
“ Y e s . ”  “ W ell who or what began th e m ? ”  “ A beginner 
is quite unnecessary, things simply became’ and what more 
is there to i t ? ”  “ Did things as we now see them ‘ becom e ’ 
all at once, or d id they do  so gradua lly?”

Fortunately we have discovered that philosophy has for 
thousands o f years been trying to answer these questions and 
has made very little progress— “ A n d  the world by wisdom 
knew not G o d . ”

Before we can go very far we must have some clear idea 
as to who and what God is; and when we ask them to be
lieve in G od , what just do  we mean and what idea do  our 
words convey?  The lam a ’ s idea o f  G od  is conveyed in two 
Tibetan words ‘ G o n -c h o ’ and the meaning behind them has 
no idea whatever o f  a G od  as we understand the term. The 
meaning o f  the two words is ‘ The very Best ’ or ‘ The Highest’ 
or there is ‘ Nothing Better ’ ; but there is no idea behind them 
qf a Personal Creator who created all things and by W hom  
all things consist. In the Tibetan term for G od  there is 
noth ing  personal whatever, so when we use it it demands 
considerable explanation before we can press home our claim 
for belief. Until there is the idea of a personal G od  w hom  
men can love and fear and reverence and w ho is interested 
in the least and smallest o f  H is creation we ca n ’ t get very 
far.

Som etim es we begin with the word Jesus. Here again 
we meet with difficulty. The lama has his tr in ity : Buddha, 
his word, and  his followers or church. ‘ f io n -ch o -su m ”  is 
the term used meaning the three highest o r  the three best. 
H ow ever  -the idea o f  Jesus being an Incarnation o f  God is 
n ot soK difficult for  them to grasp as they are familiar with 
the incarnation idea. *

. “ But h o w ”  they will aslj “ does faith , in ,Jesu s bring 
about the forgiveness of s in ? ” . “ A n d  bow/does JeBus forgive
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e in ? ”  W e have struggled away for years with the idea of 
Substitution and so far are only making very little progress.

In our home countries we have very little antagonistic 
background to overcome in the question “ W h at shall we 
believe?”  W e com e to religion with a  very clear idea as to 
the Being and Personality of G o d ,  and that Jesus Christ is 
His Son. But these ideas are new and incomprehensible to 
tiie red-robed lama.

And so he quietly sits on our d ining  room floor and 
questions step by step everything we have to say.

' Did I ever see G o d ? ”  "C a n  you show me Jesus?”  
'W h a t  is Eternal L i fe ? ”  And what we have to say 1 1 1 many 

ways antagonises the lama and is diametrically opposed to 
his ideas of religion.

There is however the principle of faith and some pro
gress can be made here. In reason and logic the lama is on 
familiar ground and he knows it.

‘‘ All the living hold together, and all yield to the same tre
mendous push. The.animal takes its stand on the plant, man be
strides animality, and the whole of humanity, in space and time, is 
one immense army galloping beside and before and behind each o f 
us in an overwhelming charge able to beat down every resistance 
and clear the most formidable obstacles, perhaps even death”

Bergson Creative Evolution.
. Cf. Romans?: 21-23. Hibbert Journal

April, 1937. p. 421

“ Smart Clothes Are Best Assets.’ '

HENG KONG -  my  t a i l o r

«n<2

GENERAL OUTFITTER.

§63 Szechuan Road,
' Shanghai, China.

W e  invite all missionaries passing through Shanghai to 
visit our shop1 and inspect our goods which are o f  the very 
best quality. Reliable workm anship guaranteed. I f  you 
cannot come'to. visit-us, please send us your measure and we 
■will do  our best to give you satisfaction.
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: THE W EST CHINA UNION UNIVERSITY
MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY.

The following giftshave been received between April first and 
October first, 1937. !

1. • Mr. Ten Haiao Ch'iu, postmaster at the University Branch 
Postofiice. two five-dollar notes and two one dollar notes, issued 
in the 17th year of the Chinese Republic

2. Mr. Lin Min Chuin, assistant in the Museum, two paper 
notes from Nan Chiang Hsien, Szechuan, issued in 1936.

3. Mr. Ten Kuang Lu, University Librarian, one five-dollar 
note. ... •

4. Mr. Graham Peck, a picture of a Ch’uan Miaoman dressed 
in embroidered garments and hat, drawn by Mr. Peek.

5. Dr. and Mrs. Manly, one American and one German steel 
helmet, two broken pieces of a cannon shell, one American Indian 
arrow-head, two pieces of hard wood (lignum, vitae) from Burma.

6. Ko Lin Pah Ssu, Buddhist poet of the Pao Kuo Monastery, 
Mt. Omei, a poem in Chinese composed and written by himself.

7. Sir Meyrick Hewlett, two paper notes used in Szechuan 
during the first year of the Chinese Republic.

S. Mr. Walter Small, four carved wooden panels about eighty 
years old. , .

9. Mr. Li Ming Liang, instructor at the University, one sheet 
o f paper used by Nosos in litigation in Chinese courts, one 
Chinese official document used to cover Noso hostages, one 
Chinese official proclamation instructing Nosos to send their 
children .to school, three pictures of a Noso priest performing 
ceremonies, one broken board which was "used by Noso priests in 
exorcising demons, and three p ictures o f Noso priests.

‘ 10. Mr. Long, a Ch'iang aborigine, one sacred white stone.
11. Principal Yang Shao Ch’uen, a charm used by an aviator 

in the present Sino-Japanese war.
12. Eight pictures of Hainan Miao people by Miss Byrd Rice, 

Presbyterian Mission.
13. One book, in Chinese, “ The Ch’iang and the Rong 

Peoples”  - by the Chinese Scholar Chuang Shioh Pen - presented 
by the author.

We wish to express our thanks to the donors for these gener
ous and useful gfts.

During the summer, some Lolo (Noso) objects were collected 
by Mr. Li Ming Liang and a number of Tibetan objeets were 
collected near Tatsienlu. The Museum displays have since been 
rearranged and improved. You are cordially invited to visit the 
Museum.

David C. Graham.
. Director.

THE W EST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 
Editor-Homer G. Brown. ‘

Business Manager-Mrs. E. C. Leehler.
Subscription Rates. In China, Mex. $1.50 per annum, postpaid.

Abroad, Mex. $2.50 per annum, postpaid; $1.10 in gold if
remitted from U. S. or Canada, 4/6 if remitted from England.
All matters concerning advertisements, subscriptions, reprints, 

etc., should be addressed to:
The Business Manager, West China Missionary News, Cheng- 

tn, China. A llother communications should be addressed to— ,
The Editor, West China Missionary News, Chengtu, China.
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; C . l .M .  E A S T

"  One item of  rather gpneral interest is that three ( o r i s  
it fou r? )  of our Chinese girls who have been studying in the 
Kiangwan Bible Institute, at Shanghai, have just returned 
to the province ( I  think one is still on the w ay ) ,  and it is 
probable that they are going to make up a preaching band 
(tw o  or three of them ) and go round the various stations, 
wherever they are invited. I understand they are not asking 
any salary, but living on faith, only  asking each place that 
invites them to provide them with board and accom m odation .  
But I  do  not. know how far this is official, as the Bishop has 
not yet sent out the letter - I  have heard through private 
sources.

Archdeacon Fu and Miss Lii are hoping to conduct a 
Mission at Kaikiang, a large outstation of this centre, during 
the first half of November, the first week for the Christians 
and the second, week for outsiders.

Mr. T .  E. L loyd and Miss J. Densham are to be married 
on 23rd of this month at Paoning.

Dr. Beauchamp (with Mrs. B. and children) have 
reached Langchung, and will be reopening the Hospital. 
The staff there has been increased by the addition o f  Dr. 
Lila Jackson and Miss Oliver from Liaiigshan, though of 
course Dr. Gray and Miss Wilson are now on their way 
hom e for furlough.

The Bishop is at present visiting the Churches in the 
North-west of the Diocese, making Langchung his centre for 
correspondence, etc . ,  but will be back in Nanehung before 
the end of the m onth  - he has promised to take the L lovd- 
Densham wedding at Langchung before leaving. H e will be 
m ov in g  to Chuhsien to make his beadquartes there in 
December. J o h n  C a r p e n t e r

- CHINA INLAND MISSION
SHANGHAI June 8th, 1937

Dear Editor Re Article in May No. of “ News”
Sorry to trouble you, but wish in the interests of truth and in 

respect for the memory of J. H. Edgar, to eorrect a rather un
fortunate little error in the very interesting article by “ J.H.J.”  ori 
the Kinehwan and Kiarong. The journey mentioned as taken by 
me in the early years after 1900, was from Kwanhsien, not through 
to Tatsienlu, but to Tanpa and into the Badi Bawang district. Far 
from its being the faet, that Mr. Edgar followed after me over this 
route* it was really his journey, and I had the pleasure of being 
his companion on it. For the same reason any observations made 
in regard to prevalence of goitre, and also in regard to" peculiari
ties of dress among the women folk, were not specially mine but 
equally Mr. Edgar’s.
’ ' Yours .cordially i

H. Parry
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' ? ' UNIVERSITY NOTES

The general meeting of the University staff on Thursday, 
November 4th, was a particularly interesting occasion. President 
psang extended a cordial welcome to the twenty-one members of 
the staffs of the National Central Medical and Dental Colleges and 
o f Cheeloo Medical College, who had already arrived in Chengtu.

_ Dean Sheo-Nan Cheer of the National Central Medical College 
pointed out that if  the future cultural development of China was 
not to be destroyed.it was necessary for them to find a place where 
Uninterrupted study could be carried on. He thert introduced the 
following members of his staff:

Chiao Tsai, B.S., Ph.D., Professor of Physiology 
Charles Chang, M.D., Professor of Anatomy 
Hsi-jung Kang, M.D., Professor c f  Pathology 
K. Y. Yu, M.B., Ch.B., Professor of Pharmacology 
Yu-lin Ch’eng, M.D., Professor o f Neuro-anatomy and Psy- 

_ chjatry
Libin Cheng, Ph.D., Professor of Biochemistry 
Lin, Fei-ching, M.D., Associate in Bacteriology 
Kuo, Shao-ehou, B. Agr. Sc., B.C., M.B., Associate in Internal 

Medicine. :
C. L. Yi, M.B., Associate in Physiology 
Chen-shan Lu, M.B., Assistant in Anatomy

D.D.S., L.D.S., Professor of Crown and Bridge, and of 
' Diseases o f the Mouth

Dean J. L. Wong, of the National Central Dental College, in
troduced the following members o f his staff:

Thomas N. Call, D.D.S., Associate Professor of Oral Surgery, 
and; o f Operative Dentistry.

Fred H. Y . Pon, D.D.S., L.D.S., Instructor o f  Prosthetic Den
tistry, and of Operative Dentistry. •

D. F. Huang, D.D.S., Instructor of Dental Histology, and of
Dental Pathology.

Dr. Eugene Chan, S.B., M.D., Head of the Department of 
Ophthalmology, Cheeloo, introduced his colleagues:

Chang Tze-shen, B.S., Assistant in Physiology 
Fan Pei-lu, M.D., Instructor in Pediatrics •
Ijiu Yung-yao, M.D., Instructor, Surgery 
Pi T ’ien-min, M.B , Ch.B., D.T.M. and H., D.P.H., Public 

Health Department.
*  *  *  *

A t the outset of the meeting Dr. E. Stanley Jones was in
troduced. He congratulated teachers on their privileges, respon
sibilities and opportunities in leading the youth of the nation and 
Challenged them to make the most of those opportunities.
. *  *  *  *
. Dr. and Mrs. Dryden Phelps were welcomed on their return 
from furlough having just arrived after a thirty days’ sojourn in 
Japan Dr. Phelps told of their experiences in Japan where they 
had met some of the finest of the foreigners living in the country. 
■He spoke of Japan as a fear-ridden country, and of the desperate 
.plight of the Christian Church in China at the present time. He 
spoke o f thejdanger of China’s imitating Japan -  “ Continue to be 
Chinese,’ ’.he said, “ then China will continue to live.”

*  *  *  ■*

Ur! and Mrs. Collier and Carol left for furlough in Canada, oil 
Saturday, .October 23rd, travelling by aeroplane as far as Ytmnaii. 
The best wishes of all go with them.
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The enrolment figures as recorded in the Registrar’s Office on 
October 29th were as follows:

Men Women Total
College of Arts’ ' 97 • 66 16S
College of Science 102 -44 146
College of Medicine and Dentistry 175 47 228

375 157 '  532

The University has been asked to give a weekly broadcast from 
•8 20 p.m. on Tuesdays, one week in Chinese and the next in

English: 

Nov. 9th

16 th 
23rd 
SOth

The programme for the month will be:
Speaker Subject
President Dsang Responsibilities of the Rear

guard during the national 
crisis.

Dean D. S. Dye Some West China Horizons
Professor Liu Li-hsien
Professor Cora D. Reeves Fish in China

* *

MISS CHRISTENSEN’S MEETINGS.
Miss Anna Ghristensen, of the C.I.M., held a series of meetings 

in the C.l.M. church in Chengtu for six days in October.
Some forty Chinese guests, nearly all from C.M.S. stations on 

the North road were staying at the C.l.M. compound, and, with the 
local Church members, formed the nucleus of the large congrega
tions that gathered each day. The day began with an early prayer 
meeting, led by one of the Chinese friends. At 10.30 and again at 
5.30, Miss Christensen spoke. Another prayer meeting was held 
in the early afternoon, so that there were no long, breaks in the 
day’s programme. , . '

We cannot feel sufficiently grateful to our Lord Jesus Christ 
for  the messages He sent through His servant. They were in 
every way searching and powerful. The absolute necessity for 
conversion, and then a radical change in every part of man’ s being, 
was the keynote all through. Many hidden things came to light, 
in the lives, sometimes, of some of the most trusted and apparently 
consistent Christians; and others, who have been the objeet of con
cern and prayer for a long time were really born again to new life 
in Christ. -

Missionaries testify, too, to the blessing received during the 
meetings, and we all have a fresh vision of the Power o f Christ to 
transform lives.

Miss Christensen has just finished a campaign at Pengshan, 
and goes on now to the cities of Ipin (Suifu), Suyung, Luchow, 
Chungking and Hoehow.

This generation says, “ We will do what we like” , and then it 
finds that we do not like what we do. Stanley Jones

When J«sus refused to divide the inheritance for the young 
man he showed that he was interested in our needs but not in our 
greeds. Stanley Jones

The only “ Good News”  to the poor would be to tell them that 
we are going to abolish poverty. But we are willing to do any 
kindness for the poor except get off their backs. Stanley Jonas



The first meeting of the West China Border Research Soeiety 
for the year 1937-8 was held on Saturday, October 16th. Profes
sor D. S. Dye gave a most interesting lecture on “ Some West 
China Horizons.”  '

The following quotation is from the August 11937) number of 
the CHINA JOURNAL edited by Dr. Arthur de C. Sowerby. (See 
p. 53.)

“ JOURNAL OF THE WEST CHINA BORDER RE
SEARCH SOCIETY, Vol. VIII, 193G, Chengtu, Szechuan.

We note with considerable satisfaction a vast improvement 
in the 19S6 issue of this useful publication over previous numbers. 
This, doubtless, is due to its having been printed in Shanghai. 
The illustrations are very good now, and we are glad to see that 
the West China Border Research Society has progressed so far as 
to be able to turn out such a workmanlike publication. The con
tents of the present issue of this Journal are unusually interest
ing, covering, as they do, a wide range of subjects relevant to West 
China, its people, their customs and beliefs, its archaeology, its 
history and even its natural Tiistory. The papers it contains are 
based on sound research work on the part of their authors and to
gether provide a fund of information on the Chinese-Tibetan bor
derlands which is of the utmost value. The Proceedings of the 
Society of whieh it is the Journal reveal that institution to be in 
a thoroughly "healthy state. The Editor, Mr. Wm. G. Sewell, is 
to be congratulated on the improved appearance of the Journal 
and its many contributors on the extreme interest of its contents.’'

Program of open meetings, 1937-8
Some West China Horizons ■

Daniel S. Dye.
Studies in Physiological Anthropology

Leslie G. Kilborn. 
Geography and Agriculture in Southwest Sze

chwan Li Ming Liang
(Subject to be Announced)

R. L. Cunningham. 
Some Aspects of China’s Réligious Heritage 

Frank A. Smalley. 
Chinese Mysticism and Chinese Art.

S. H. Fong.
Changing Geography of Disease in Szechwan 

R. A. Peterson.
The Darkest Age in Hanehow 
Presidential Address
Annual Meeting ,

All are cordially invited to attend the meetings o f the

W EST CHINA BORDER RESEARCH SOCIETY

Oct. , 16:

Nov. 20 :

Dec. 18 :

Jan. 15:

Feb. 19:

Mar. 19:

Apr. 16:

May. 21 :

Society.
David C. Graham.

Secretary.

The Communists have a song about the Christian message to 
the poor:

Stay in your sty,
, Without a sigh,

And you’ll get pie (
Bye and bye, < '

. In the sky, .
When you die. ,

—Stanley Jones.
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C H E N G T U  CITY NEWS. -
- M r s . G e r t r u d e  B e s t . •" '

Rev. Jamgs E ndicott  was a .visitor from Chungking, 
acting in the capacity as part time interpreter for Dr. Stanley 
Jones. > .

M r. and Mrs. Donnithorne have been in attendance at 
these meetings and also were in as helpers at the special 
C .I  ,M. meetings, a few weeks previous.

Rev. J. M axwell o f  M iencbu has been in the city attend
ing the special meetings.

Miss Sparling of Tzeliutsing ar>d Miss Harrison o f  Pen- 
.shien have been staying a tF a n g D s e n  K a i .............. and attend
in g  the special series of meetings.

Miss Grace Jephson of Kwanhsien has been a visitor 
staying with Mrs. K erry. Mr. and Mrs. A m os also and M i .  
Kraft,  Mr. K ra ft  (now stationed a tK iun g la i)  has announced 
his engagement to Miss Pearl Strot o f  Pingyao, Shansi.) ■ 

Drs. Jessie and Norm an Parfit were visitors io r  a fortnight 
■a short time ago. .

M r. and Mrs. J. Lieu have com e from H ankow  within 
-the past m onth , and are living in our com m unity ,  at present 
at Miss Nelson ’ s. M r. Lieu is the new C .N .A .C .  pilot, 
•recently appointed. H e took his college course in' Am erica  
and his wife is also graduate of a  college in Am érica . They  
,will be a year or so here, with C .N .A .C .  „

Miss Florence Jack is recuperating nicely from a m ajor 
operation, and is hom e again, and is described as A  Record 
Patient” . •

. Miss Lucas w ho  has been a patient in W .M .S .  Hospital 
for  some time, is, w « are glad to say, well again and a visitor 

the com m unity .
Miss Shearer of Shan Si K ai com m unity ,  city, is to be 

transferred to Tzechow shortly. Miss Erikson o f  Shan Si 
K a i  community ',  city, is to be transferred to Chungking 
shortly to engage in Public  Health work there. W e shall 
miss both these ladies.

Dr. and Mrs. G. B. Loh and family  have returned from 
P .U .M .C .a n d  taken up their home on a nearby street, about 
ten minutes from Sze Tsen Sze, and Dr. Loh has com m enced  
-duties in the M e n ’ s Hospital where he is a specialist in 
Internal Medicine. Mrs. G ordon  Loh  has com m enced her 
classes in musie teaching, some of it in the city and  some at 
•the W o m e n ’ s College. ■
■ M any  workers have been in the city in attendance at
■the Nurses Conference, when Szechwan Nurses met to discuss 
nursing problems and plans for entertaining the China 
-Nurses’ Association next Fall at its biennial convention.
; This conference was of great importance because it was
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the first-time all 'Szechuan Nurses had met to discuss profes
sional problems. Hospital nurses, private duty nurses, rural 
and city Public Health nurses from different parts of Sze
c h u a n  were represented. The meetings wer« held in the 
W .M .S i  hospital in the city. Out: of town missionaries 
attending were Miss Goudge from Mienvang, Miss Harris 
from Chungking, Miss Jones from Mienchu, Mrs. Bridgman 
and Miss McIntosh from Jungshien, also Miss Lucas. 
Chinese representatives came from all Over the province-. - - • 

•over seventy nurses registered. They considered themselves 
fortunate to have with them Mrs. Chen, Principal of the 
•School' of Nursing in Central Hospital, Nanking, who led 
"discussions on Nursing Administration and Nursing E d u 
cation. Her experience and knowledge of problems made 

■:h e r 'á n  excellent leader o f  discussions and her enthusiasm 
•was infectious. ' ..
i Previous to the arrival o f  the teachers, m any  students 
arrived from Tsinan, sixteen o f  whom are in clinical years of 

-Medicine and 'so  are living here in our dormitories. Special 
rooms have been hurriedly ‘ fixed u p ”  for them, some in the 

Jh osp ita la n d  some in the Sze Shen Tse church. W e welcome 
these students ánd tbéir teachers, for, whilé classes will be 
•óveròrowded and the burden o f  the teaching heavier, yet the 
interchange o f  students and the teachers seems to be good for 

"all. Also the church life of  the com m u n ity  is going to bene
fit from the arrival of these friends from OUr sister Christian 

'Churches in China.
; T he  Sze Shen Tse com m u n ity  welcome to their midst Dr. 
and Mrs: T .  M . Bi, and Dr. and Mrs. Y .  Y .  Liu. Both are 
from Cheloo University. T h e  former is Head of the Depart
ment of Public  Health and the latter is instructor in Surgéry.

The following West China friends were am ong those 
"wbò: attended the Jones’  meetings: Dr, ánd M rs. Crook of
Y a cb o w ;  Misses Goudge and Jones of M ienyang; Mr. Fred 
Smith of Y a ch o w ;  M r. Brininstool and Miss Bassett of 

•Kiating; Di'. Sheridan of Tzeliutsing; Mr. and Mrs. Bridg
m an, Miss M cIntosh  of Junghsien, and Mr. D av isof  Kwangan-.

The last week in October was as usual à busy week at 
Szé Shen Tse church when the annual H ome W eek  services 
were conducted. .. .

" Mrs. C. A . Bridgman has been in Chengtu since thè 
'm id d le  of October. She brought with her a big supply of 
thè very beautiful work she has had done by famine sufferers 
in Junghsien. For m any  weeks Mrs. Bridgman kept over 
a hundred women em ployed, and this in addition to her 
excelifent work in the famine camps. Mrs.u Bridgman is 
delighted with the reception hèr work received; not on ly  
were’ her saleé m uch  greater than she expected but she goes 
back to Junghsien with m any  new order«.  H er blue thread
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work contains many very beautiful new. designs which ar^ 
or igina l. , > •

A fter a considerable stajT in the hospital, . Mr. Roberts 
o f  the C. L.M._ KuanK.vn is able to move around, and has 
attended some o i  the Jon es ’ meetings.

TH E C O M IN G  OF DR. E. STANLEY JONES  

T O  C H E N G T U .

The coming o f Dr. E. Stanley Jones to Chengtu-in early 
November, 1937, brought what we wanted—closer fellowship 
with God and a clearer understanding o f the comprehensiveness 
o f the Kingom of God and the power for its accomplishment.

We long planned for Dr. Jones to be in Szechuen earlier 
in the Fall. His itinerary was changed and we feared that we 
might have to wait years for his coming. W e felt that the 
present war did not lessen but rather increased the urge for his 
ministry in China at this time. Evidently he felt the same 
wav about it on his return from the Philippines On short 
notice we had word that he would be in Chengtu from Novem
ber 3 to 11 and in Chungking from November 12 to 19. 
Pas:ors and lay leaders from churches of all denominations ill 
this pari o f the province were invited to Chengtu and a full 
schedule of meetings was prepared and approved bv Dr. Jones.

Each forenoon there was a Round Table with him, attend
ed bv about two hundred Church workers. There were separate 
series o f meetings for students of Christian Schools, students 
of Government Schools, and for the Christian community and 
friends whom it might invite. There were also group confer
ences bv Dr. Jones with the faculty of Chuan Da, the National 
University of this province, the faculty of West China U niver
sity, and others.’ ,

The “ Kingdom of God” , and its meanings for the nation, 
forsocietv and for the individual, was his central message. Dr. 
Jones came profoundly stirred over the Sino-Japanese war, as 
■were his hearers. He had joined his vigorous voice with others 
in public messages to Christians o f the world to protest against 
the predatory militarism of Japan in this, ruthless aggression. 
His position was made clear to all who heard him.
' He pointed out that armed resistance by China is far 
better than cowardlv submission though he maintained that 
there is a “ higher way” of non-military resistance if any nation 
were prepared to take that way— which neither his own country, 
the United States of America, cor  any other country is yet 
prepared to take. Individuals now could and many would take 
it. T et Dr. Jones refused “ to de-Christianize”  those Chris
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tians who, according to the best light they have, feel called to 
resist aggression by military force.

H e showed the K ingdom  of God as more comprehensive 
than the programs of Communism or Fascism or the Three 
Principles of Dr. Sun Yat. Sen. Fascism is making either 
state or  race— not God— supreme. Communism is making 
Society supreme. The fundamental worth and opportunities 
of the individual as taught bv Jesus are crushed by both. W ith 
the Three Principles o f  nationalism, democracy and livelihood 
for  the people he was in accord. But these still ate less than 
Jesus’ understanding o f the K ingdom  of God. They lacked 
personal regenerative power and dynamic.

Science is no competitor o f  Christianity or the K ingdom 
o f  God. Rather is it a servant of booh. The Gospel o f  Jesus 
is not superstition but the dispeller of superstition and the 
revealer o f  the mind of God.

In such a season of confusion, when the faith o f  many is 
strained by collective and personal sins and elouded by sophis
tries and honest r,hough immature thinking, the messages o f  Dr. 
Jones have left Christian communities of this region with re
newed faith, radiant jov  in the coming o f  the K indom  o f  God 
and happiness in being Christians. “ Victorious Liv ing ’ ’ was 
the theme of one of the morning Round Tables. People who 
attended the meetings will go into the seasons ahead with just 
that- more victorious living, and the joy  o f  it.

I t  was a rare privilege to hear this world traveller, famous 
preacher and author. Repeatedly did Government School 
students crowd Shuwagai Church to capacity with a thousand 
people. ' There were no more appreciative audiences than these, 
chiefly non-Christians. But the privileges far greater than 
seeing and hearing Dr. Jones, were the more inspiring under
standing o f  tbe out-reaches o f  the K ingdom of God, the re
assurance o f  its supreme and unquestionable adequacy, and the 
new certainties o f  the power and larger life in discovering and 
fo llow ing  the will o f  God for  one’s self and fo r  society.

“ W hat next after these meetings?”  Repeatedly that ques
tion was asked o f Dr. Jones. His answer was neither dogma
tic nor detailed. Every aaveach of us is pressed 'with enmesh- 

ment in a non-Christian order  and by demands to  adopt or 
reject one imperfect human plan or another. The road ahead is 
not confined to ashrams or monasteries to which people -with
draw and set up societies demonstratcg the K ingdom  of God. 
Such prototypes have their influence. The road for  most Chris
tians lies chiefly in that nurturing o f  the inner life, that honesty 
with God and one’s self, that personal practice o f  the will of 
God, even in defiance o f  the established order---w ith  a ready 
support o f  every effort which will make o f society a part o f  the 
Kingdom o f  God. .

R a l p h  W a k d


