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R E P O R T  OF M I S S I O N  G I R L S ’ H I G H  
S C H O O L ,  M I D N A P O R E ,  A S  VIEWED 

B Y  A  STUDENT OF THE SCHOOL

My d e a r  S u c h e ta ,
I want to write to you about my new school because I  think 

you should know about it too.
I came from our village in the district of Midnapore. You 

know I was in a boys’ school up to class eight in my village but 
girls are not allowed to study in boys’ schools from class nine, 
so my father brought me to this town to be admitted in a girls* 
school. Also, because I want to specialize in Science I came to 
Midnapore Mission Girls’ School which offers Science, Home 
Science and Humanities. This school also has a boarding house 
attached to the school where I can stay while I am a student 
in the school. There is only one other girls’ school in the whole 
district which has Science but as the results of this school are 
far better than the other school, my father brought me here.

I was very scared when I asked to sit for an admission test. 
There were many to take the test and the questions were hard 
but, by the grace of God, I was selected to take Science. Only 
a few were allowed to take Science and after a month another 
examination was held after which a few more were eliminated 
from Science group. So I think I am very fortunate to be 
one of the few that continued having Science.

Two lecturers come from the local College to teach physics 
and Chemistry as no other qualified teachers are available to 
teach these subjects. Our teachers help us in our practical 
classes. It is great fun to mix different gases and use equipment 
that we never used before but the greatest fun is to dissect 
frogs and cockroaches. I hope I will be a doctor when I  grow up.
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There is so much to do here. When I was a very new student 
then there was the school sports. We enjoyed it so much and 
the girls who won got prizes. Then our school participated 
in the inter-school sports and we won so many championships 
and trophies that I felt very proud to be a student of such a good 
school.

The girls here join in the girl Scout group or the National 
Cadet Corps. There is much rivalry between the two groups 
and I have not yet decided which group I should join. T hinking 
of the need of the nation perhaps I will join the NCC group.

Nineteen girls were allowed to sit for the public examination 
after finishing High School. One of them could not sit for 
the test as she was sick, which the doctors said was mental, because 
they said she was scared. All the rest passed. I heard this 
was not a very bright set of girls so there was much rejoicing 
when the results came out. Our Math teacher was congratulated 
because three of the girls got more than 90 per cent marks 
in Math.

The Junior Basic School also sent their candidates to take 
examinations after class four. We did not send all the students 
of class four but those that we sent all came out successfully in 
the first division with two scholarships. The Inspectress of 
Schools telephoned our headmistress and told her it was the best 
results in the whole town to secure two scholarships out of nearly 
thirty thousand candidates. We were very happy and congra
tulated the headmistress and the teachers of the Junior Basic 
School. We felt sorry for the only boy that passed in second 
division.

Though I was homesick in the beginning now I love the hostel 
where I live with the other girls. Keyadi (Flower—sister-name 
given to Miss Dorn) comes for our evening prayers and she 
teaches us English songs which we love to sing. Sometimes on 
Sundays she shows us films on Bible stories and the teachers 
also join in our prayers. Sometimes we ourselves lead the devot
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ions and I enjoy doing this because I never did anything like 
this before. Our matron, whom we call “Mashima” (auntie) 
loves us and we love her. She was so sick once that we were 
very concerned about her. We hope she will keep well because 
she takes such good care of us.

On Sunday evenings I have seen Keyadi, our headmistress, 
and the teachers singing and having some kind of classes to
gether. I was very curious wanting to know what Keyadi was 
teaching the teachers. After asking questions I learned Keyadi 
discusses the book of Romans with the teachers and it is the 
teachers’ Prayer meeting. I was happy to learn that teachers 
can be pupils too.

On the last day of the school year our school had a prayer 
meeting. We all assembled in the school hall which does not 
have room enough to hold all 712 of us. We were crowded 
but were silent. Then our headmistress read from the Bible 
and told us we all must be very thankful to God because He had 
given us such a good year. She narrated all the blessings that 
we had received from His hands and we realized it was true. 
In our Bible classes the teachers tell us how good God is and 
how He sent Jesus to this world to save us. I had never given 
much thought to this. Then I thought He is really very kind 
to bless us so much. After our prayer I felt very thankful to 
God for what He had done for me and I promised to be a good 
girl from now on.

So much about my school! I hope you will like my school. 
Write me soon. I do hope you are well. With love.

A n im a  M a i t y  (pseudonym for Miss S.
Mookerji Headmistress), Class IX 

Mission Girls’ High School, Midnapore.
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F E L L O W S H I P ,  I N S P I R A T I O N ,  A N D  F U N

E t h e l  N. R o a d a r m e l

That only two cars were needed to take all of us, including 
the five Kau children, to the riverside for a recreational evening, 
that each one of us had a part on the program of our Annual 
Missionary Fellowship, that for the Reference Committee of 
seven members only three men were elected (and this is a man’s 
land) is indicative of the fact that recruits are needed for our 
Bengal and Orissa field and that we have only three couples and 
four single women as A.B.F.M.S. missionaries here.

Since the last meeting of our Fellowship, Mr and Mrs John 
Gilson and Miss Lillian Brueckmann have left on emergency 
furloughs for health reasons. Rev. and Mrs B. E. Weidman 
have gone on regular furlough. Rev. C. C. Roadarmel has 
been appointed as Acting Mission Treasurer in addition to his 
duties as Field Secretary.

As we arrived at the home of Louis and Wilma Kau at Nekur- 
seni the afternoon of February 5th, we were greeted by exclama
tions of joy: “The Larsens’ visas have been granted!” For 16 
months Dr Robert and his wife Norma of Denver, Colorado 
have been waiting for this news. How fitting that it should 
come when we were meeting in what is to be their home! We 
were comfortably accommodated in the building which someday 
will be occupied by an Indian lady doctor and a nursing staff. 
We were shown through the hospital building in process of 
completion and visualized what it will be when it is equipped 
and functioning—Bengal-Orissa’s first hospital! From it 
there will be a ministry of healing and witnessing reaching out 
to villages where there are no medical services.

On the 6th morning our little group met for the opening of 
the 125th Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Bengal- 
Orissa Missionary Fellowship. Our thoughts were directed

6



to the theme: ‘‘Joy* Peace, Thanksgiving”, with special emphasis 
upon the Scripture verses in PhiUppians 4:4-7 in the morning 
and afternoon devotional. periods. These were led by Nazel 
Smith, Clara Dorn, W. C. Osgood, Maureen Brians, and Sue 
Powers with the topics: “Joy”, “Freedom from Anxiety”, 
“ Confidence”, “Peace” and “Praise and Thanksgiving”. The 
sources of “Joy in the Lord” are in sins forgiven, in God’s 
faithfulness, in His creation, in His Word, and in the life and 
teachings of Jesus. Freedom from anxiety can be found when 
we stop to realize that our heavenly Father is taking care of the 
situation that may be causing us concern. We have God’s 
promise: “As thy days, so shall thy strength be”. We need live 
only one day at a time. There were knowing smiles as we were 
told that it is not God’s will that we should be in five places 
at once, nor that we should work 20 hours out of the 24. “In 
quietness and confidence” is our strength—confidence in Him, 
not in the opinions of others; in His power to work through 
imperfect channels, and in His good purposes. “He is our 
peace.” A mature viewpoint increases our capacity for peace. 
God’s image is seen in us as we praise Him at all times, in times 
of difficulty as well as in times of victory. Praise and thanks
giving are essential for victorious living. Thinking together 
on these things brought blessing.

The two morning Bible study periods were led by Bill Osgood 
and Louis Kau. From Bible passages our attention was called 
to Christ’s disappointment whenever he encountered lack of 
faith, and His joy in finding faith. Faith provides the energy ; 
work is the residt. Faith is relaxing in God. Louis developed 
further the theme of peace. Man’s need for peace is evident in 
Scripture passages dealing with man’s rebellion. Only the 
peace which Christ offers to man can give a sense of security. 
“My peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth”.

Jane Osgood’s review of the book “You Can Witness with 
Confidence” by Rosalind Rinkar called us to face up squarely
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as to whether we were meeting or missing the opportunities 
for sharing what Christ means to us with non-Christians. Anyone 
who really loves Jesus Christ wants others to know Him. Methods 
of witnessing that intrigue, rather than repel were brought out 
from Miss Rinker’s personal experiences. Most important 
it is that we listen to the other person and so understand his 
needs and his situation. Then we can effectively present Christ. 
We witness to Him, not to ourselves. We witness not as duty, 
but because of our love for Him and our certainty that only He 
can meet the needs of the other person.

“Not I, but Christ” was the theme for a meditation and 
prayer hour led by Ethel Roadarmel. Our attention was called 
to Catherine Marshall’s book “Beyond Ourselves”, and the 
one by Dr Wm. Parker and Elaine St John “Prayer Can Change 
Your Life”. We were given typed copies of “A Plan for Ego- 
Slaying”, as outlined in the first book, and together meditated 
upon each of the five points, asking ourselves whether we were 
really willing to annihilate our ego and let Christ be in control at 
the center of our beings. In a prayerful way we considered the 
technique for “Prayer Therapy” as set forth in the second book. 
To be able to rejoice despite more work than you can do, despite 
problems that seem unsolvable, to never be over-anxious, to 
give thanks even before we see the answer to our prayers, to have 
peace of mind,—all these seem by-products of getting rid of our 
ego and having Christ at the center of our lives. When we are 
conscious of victory over self we must not make the mistake of 
falling into the sin of pride. Directed prayer brought this 
period to a close.

In relaxation and fun, as well as in spiritual fellowship, we 
found renewal of body, mind and spirit. Clifford and Ina Kau 
were in charge of our social evening at the close of the first day. 
It was a delightful surprise to know that we would go in cars 
9 miles to the riverside for a picnic supper and recreational 
program. Under the light of a full moon Louis Kau drove
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the Land Rover successfully across the sands, but the wheels 
of the second car found the sand too much, until some of us 
got out and Bill Osgood took over the wheel from his wife. 
Why, I don’t know, but Ethel Roadarmel was unanimously 
called “Jonah.” Anyway she walked the rest of the way to the 

. river. From singing nursery rhymes to acting out a cat and dog 
fight, each one was assigned something to do by the two teen
agers. Marshmallows, which the Kau family had saved from a 
Christmas gift box, were toasted over the camp fire. The picnic 
supper, planned by Wilma and her daughter was delicious. 
As the fire died down, and by the light of its embers and the 
beautiful moon, we were led in a singspiration by Maureen 
Brians, closing with Scripture reading and prayer. “Jonah” 
•was invited to ride with the Kau family, which she thought 
a good idea. To the dismay of the man at the wheel, when the 
other car which had set out first was out of sight, the wheels 
of the Land Rover simply spinned in the sand. Louis declared 
it was the first time this had ever happened!

By making some changes in the program timings, and meeting 
on the 9th morning, it was possible for us to spend Friday, 
February 8th, at Digha Beach on the Bay of Bengal. The sand 
there is so firm that both cars could be driven along the 
beach to where the men set up an umbrella tent to shield us 
from the sun. Only the Kau family had had the opportunity 
of visiting Digha before this and some of us may never have the 
chance again. Delightful picnic food had been prepared. 
A few had come ready to swim and jump the breakers, while 
others had to be content with wading. In the afternoon Wilma 
Kau led us in an hour of “Sharing and Prayer”. Each one 
told of blessings, or difficulties, or special concerns which led 
naturally into a round of prayer. We returned to Nekurseni 
grateful for this special day.

On the second evening we entered into the spirit and meaning 
of Christmas as we listened to a tape recording which Maureen
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Brians had received from the First Baptist Church of Pomona, 
California. This program of music and drama, given in 1961, 
was very effective, with a strong emphasis on witnessing for 
Christ. Maureen was again with the people of her home church 
where she served before coming to India.

Following the devotional period led by Sue Powers on the 
last day, C. C. Roadarmel conducted the closing consecration 
and communion service. The meditation centered around Matt. 
21;28 “Son, go work in my vineyard today.” God speaks 
to us individually and tells us to go, to work, in His vineyard 
and it must be today. It is important that I do the work to 
which He calls me today. There is a sense of urgency in our 
task. As we took the cup and the bread, we again bowed in 
humility that God has manifested such love for the world and 
for each of us. Again we gave thanks for our wonderful and 
living Lord through whom we have joy and peace and who calls 
forth our praise and thanksgiving.

Business sessions were completed the first day. The Chairman 
of the Missionary Fellowship and Reference Committee members 
were elected to serve from the close of our meeting. We wonder 
if ever before the wife of a member of Reference Committee 
has been chosen as Chairman. Jane Osgood has that distinction. 
It was recommended to the Boards in Valley Forge that C. C. 
Roadarmel be re-appointed as Field Secretary for another 
three years from May 1st, when his present term expires. The 
other members of Reference Committee are Rev. W. C. Osgood, 
Rev. C. L. Kau (Rev. B. E. Weidman when Mr Kau leaves 
and Mr Weidman returns), Miss Susanne Powers, Miss Hazel 
Smith, and Miss Clara Dorn.

Special appreciation was expressed to Louis and Wilma Kau 
and to Clifford and Ina for all the preparations they had made 
for our accommodation and comfort, and for their delightful 
hospitality. All were agreed that this was one of the finest 
Fellowship Meetings we had ever had. But our hearts were
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sad as we said good-bye to our host and hostess and their family, 
knowing that they will be in the U.S.A. before another meeting 
of this nature. They will be sorely missed and we pray that 
this early furlough for family reasons may meet their particular 
need and that the Lord will open the way for them to return.

H A T I G A R H  S C H O O L

S am arlal  S aha

The school in Hatigarh has been in existence since the first 
decade of the century. Our Lord, the Saviour, is preached as 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, for developing Christ-like 
character in the students. That is the main object for having 
the school established here.

Within a radius of ten miles one will find almost all the educat
ed persons, who have taken vital parts in the Community Deve
lopment Program, of the villages, as teachers and other workers, 
are old students of this school.

The school has served the growth of the rural churches of 
Balasore District, Orissa. Almost every child of every Christ
ian home of these rural churches has part of his education in this 
school. The literacy percentage of the Christian population in 
our area is around 95 per cent (In India as a whole 30 per cent). 
How has this impact been possible where 95 per cent of the Christ
ian people come from the low income group? Through the 
aid from the Mission (Christian Service Society) these children 
from Christian homes get this opportunity and as they get older 
most of them become good, Christian citizens.

India is mainly an agricultural country. Once it was the 
land of milk and honey. This is its traditional inheritance. 
Yet almost 82.7 per cent of its people live in rural areas. Their 
main occupation is farming. Unless our people can learn new, 
modern methods of agriculture much money, time and energy
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is wasted in the present type of education. Government is 
thinking of diverting its education, in the rural areas, to this 
agricultural type of education, and any organization (private) 
adopting such a program will receive Government help, accord
ing to the rules of Grant-in-aid.

The aim of this school, apart from its spiritual enlightenment, 
is to help students, irrespective of caste and creed, to have an 
all-round development of their personalities befitting their 
tradition, culture, economic and social life.

As aptitudes count much in developing personalities the 
Christian leaders are now sincerely thinking that there should 
be an Agriculture H.S., managed by the Christian Service 
Society, which will give some useful education to the folk of 
these rural churches. Dr and Mrs W. C. Osgood have long 
felt the importance of this type of education and have tried 
their best to encourage teaching agriculture subjects in this 
school. Their dream and effort will come to fruition if sufficient 
funds are raised, as non-recurring help, for upgrading the present 
Middle English School, and the Christian leaders of the local 
community will take the initiative.

Students who have no particular interest in either academic 
or technical education may find agriculture training to be their 
choice. Unemployed Christian young men who return to their 
villages become parasites and often cause shame and hinder the 
growth of their churches. They fail to realize the dignity of 
labor and lose their only hope of income from their land. They 
either give their land out on shares for cultivation or sell them piece 
by piece until they are landless beggars. We feel if proper 
guidance and help is given to the children in these rural com
munities their economic condition and all phases of their lives 
will improve.

The cost of boarding in our local hostel, in this rural area, 
is less than half of what it costs in the town situation. Aside 
from their studies, and games in the afternoon, the boys are
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able to do some useful work as well. They work in their hostel 
garden, take care of the hostel store by turn, and do their own 
washing of clothes, etc. They have regular morning and evening 
prayers, special prayers each Saturday, and C.E. each Sunday 
evening. 99 per cent of the boarders are from Christian homes.

The M.E. School has rice fields, play grounds for football, 
volley ball and badminton, vegetable garden, craft shed with a 
number of tools, implements for agriculture and garden work, 
dairy and poultry sections, Science apparatus, etc. which could 
well be used in a High School. 50 per cent of all the students 
are from Christian homes. There is a large Lower Primary 
School building which will be available also. The hostel has 15 
rooms, including kitchen and dining rooms, which could accom
modate 100 boarders.

If these advantages can be utilized and this school can be 
upgraded it will become a real Christian centre of learning. 
Almost all of the poor parents of the rural churches will be able 
to educate their children in this school, by taking advantage 
of the hostel facilities within their means.

E X P L A N I T O R I A L L Y  S P E A K I N G

C lara  D orn

Most of my life I have heard about Bible women who serve 
on foreign mission fields. Just now, after three years in India, 
I am beginning to understand the function of a Bible-woman. 
From childhood I remember seeing pictures of a foreign mission
ary dressed all in white preaching before a group of nationals 
sitting on the floor. Now I know that white is worn because 
of the heat and also that it is Indian custom to sit on the floor 
as well as on chairs. Terms like the “hills” and the “plains” 
used to confuse me. Now I  have learned that most of us in 
India work on the flat plains only escaping to the hills during
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our summer vacations. Thus I am writing this article to 
explain certain facets of life here which differ from customs and 
procedures in the United States. I  came to this country with 
many misconceptions about life in India. I  trust I can clear 
up some of yours. So here are some ideas on missionary life 
in India.

Transportation: Most American missionaries have cars. 
Our mission has mostly Jeep Station Wagons. Due to the poor 
and unrepaired roads, especially in the villages, only Jeeps can 
make it. Often 4 wheel drive is needed.

Also India has an extensive Railways system. We go by 
train, short as well as long distances. Air travel is available 
between the big cities. There are buses too. However, I 
assure you that most of them don’t look or ride much like a 
Greyhound. Ox carts may also be uBed. Sometimes they are 
the only vehicles that can penetrate a muddy road. But who 
ever heard of an American who wanted to travel two iniles 
per hour?

Clothing: I once got a letter from the U.S., “We would send 
you a blouse, but you probably wear saris all the time”. No I 
don’t. Only one of our missionaries wears saris most of the 
time. Saris are beautiful, but I don’t like having several yards 
of cloth around me during the hot weather. I wear saris on 
Sundays and special occasions. They say Indian women can 
ride bicycles and swim in saris. Ha! When I wear a sari I 
have difficulty baking a cake!

I remember a comment a child here made about one of our 
missionaries. “She is a big lady, but she still wears dresses.” 
The thing is girls here wear dresses but generally switch to 
saris by the time they reach Junior High School. Men wear 
dhotis, various pajama-like pants, and Western style clotheB. 
1 was quite disappointed when I  saw my first Bengali movie. 
The actors all wore Western dress and I thought they looked 
too much like American college boys.
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Food: I was told before coming to India that Indians eat 
rice twice a day. That is true in our area, but various types of 
bread are eaten instead in some areas. Generally Indians have 
a light breakfast of tea and some biscuit or pastry. Then they 
have rice and curry in the morning, tea in the afternoon, and a 
late dinner of rice and curry. Curries may be fish, goat meat, 
chicken, egg or vegetable. Unfortunately due to economic 
want probably millions of Indians only eat one meal a day.

What do missionaries eat? We can get plenty of nourishing 
food, but we don’t have the variety available from a stateside 
supermarket. When oranges are in season, we eat oranges. 
When mangoes are in season, we eat mangoes. I am fortunate 
in that I can get beef here. The great majority of the people 
here only eat goat meat. In our home we eat Indian style at 
noon and American at night. Variety may be provided by 
occasionally supplementing with canned foods. Actually we 
could find practically any food we wanted if we looked hard 
enough in the big city, Calcutta. Of course missionaries do 
have other work to do besides searching for delicacies!

Recreation: Between TV shows, symphony concerts, and 
bowling leagues what do we missionaries do? (Ed. note: TV 
shows and bowling leagues are not available in India, and 
symphony concerts only occasionally in the large cities). Besides 
reading there are Such outlets as playing games together, going 
to wedding feasts, participating in social functions at school, 
playing badminton with the teachers, hiking, riding my bicycle, 
picnics at the river, listening to my tape recorder, etc. My 
idea of an exciting time is a trip to Calcutta.

Household Management: Most people know that most mission* 
aries have servants to work for them. I considered this a luxuri- 
.ous convenience until I too acquired servants. Now I know 
servants are a necessary evil like death and taxes. Such tasks 
as buying and cooking your food, boiling all drinking water, 
cleaning the house every day, going to the Postoffice, washing
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your clothes (without benefit of running hot water or washing 
machines) and puttering in the garden are so time consuming 
in this culture that without servants all of our time would be 
taken up with the daily housework. So instead we have the job 
of trying to get the servants to work. This is most challenging. 
There are plenty of honest, educated, teachable, cultured, and 
hard working Indians. Thus far many have avoided work as 
servants. (Ed. note: Some of us have very loyal, hard working, 
efficient helpers in our homes).

Cooking is done on kerosene, wood or coal stoves. Those 
of us who live in the city have electricity. Electric power is 
limited in India and our supply isn’t always dependable, but 
still we are grateful we can use electric refrigerators, hot plates, 
plungers to heat water, pumps for our water supply, slide 
projectors, etc. Electric lights and fans are a great blessing. 
In this hot country perhaps the most appreciated advantage of 
electricity is the large ceiling fans in the middle of each of our 
rooms.

Certain Indian Customs: Since I am neither a Ph.D. in 
Cultural Anthropology nor a person with years of field experience 
in India I will not pretend to give a definitive study on this sub
ject. Here are only a few illustrations.

We generally take off our shoes when we enter a church and 
the women pull their saris up over their heads. A married 
woman usually has her head covered in public. We can also 
tell Hindu women especially by the red mark in the part of their 
hair. This signifies their husbands are living. Widows gener
ally wear white saris. During the hot months practically all 
the women wear white saris, with colored borders.

In Bengali we have the word “Namaskar”. There is a similar 
word in other Indian languages having pretty much the same 
meaning. As far as I can tell the word serves for “hello”, 
“good-bye”, “good morning”, “good afternoon”, and “good 
night”. People here greet one another by putting their palms
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together (like little children preparing to pray) and saying 
“Namaskar.”

There is another custom called pronam. A younger person 
often greets an older person by leaning over, touching their 
feet, and then touching their own head. Then the older person 
touches their head as a sign of blessing them. Besides greeting 
in this way the custom is followed on certain days and occasions, 
New Year’s Day, and before an examination for example.

In Eastern countries there is less freedom between men 
and women than we know in the West. In church men sit 
on one side and women on the other. jCo-education, on the 
whole, is for little children and later sometimes for college students. 
Dating as we know it is very rare. Families generally decide 
on the husbands and wives for their children; however quite 
a few educated young people decide for themselves these days. 
Divorce is a very rare occurrence. Traditionally Indians have 
followed the joint family system. This means that a son brings 
his wife to his family home rather than setting up his separate 
home. The son’s mother runs the household. Thus the saying 
is more true here than it is in the U.S. that when you marry you 
marry the whole family and not just one individual. However, 
with the gradual industrialization of India the joint family system 
is breaking down. Children leave the family home to go where 
the jobs are.

It is an exciting time to be in India as the country and customs 
are changing all the time. Of course the remote village areas 
are least subject to change.
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“ B . T . S . ”

I saac N ayak

The Balasore Technical School, Balasore, established in 
1906, is a boon to those who otherwise find a purely academic 
education beyond their reach financially or intellectually. The 
educative value of this combined intellectual and manual program 
has become more evident year by year. To satisfy the varied 
demands of life, to obtain better understanding of it in the society, 
progressing towards industrialization and to foster continued 
supply of workmen to those industries, the importance of Tech
nical education has increased tremendously. As such this institu
tion endeavors to prepare an individual to become acquainted 
with different trade areas and to become expert in some particular 
trade. Special attention is given to decrease teacher dictation 
and allow maximum opportunity to students in handling useful 
work, instead of abstract exercises.

The role of this institution in the social set up is great, for in 
harmony with the pressing social needs, it stresses elevation 
of the moral and spiritual levels in the lives of its pupils. Special 
attention is given to train the students in the spirit of co-operation 
and in the love of individual expression. Besides trade training, 
amenities are provided to prepare students to live rich and satisfy
ing lives, to undertake responsibility in a modem, free society 
and to adjust with the changing times better. Students are 
given help to better express themselves in terms of improved 
performance and behaviour in life.

We teach the following six trades in the school: (1) Carpentry, 
(2) Fitter, (3) Welder, (4) Turner, (5) Motor Mechanics, and (6) 
Pipe Fitter. To get pupils familiar with the basic principles 
and materials an elementary course in carpentry and metal work 
is provided during the first year. This helps to stimulate their 
innate desires to construct projects with tools and materials. 
A three year course is provided for students, including the first
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year, for taking training in any one of the aforesaid trades. 
The practical training is given in our own workshop which also 
provides the type of atmosphere where they will be working in 
the future. By imparting training on real jobs, received on 
contract from the surrounding communities, the school seeks 
to prepare the students to meet public demands in life which will 
confront them when they leave school.

A country proverb says, “Gold added to Gold not only in
creases its weight but also its worth.” All further investments 
on this program will be tremendously beneficial. Just recently 
the Bengal Refugee Service of the National Christian Council 
of India has made arrangements with our Mission to have 50 
refugee students trained in our school. The Refugee Service 
has provided us with funds to add a second story to one of our 
existing hostel buildings, to buy a new lathe machine and some 
hand tools. We are gready encouraged. We yet look forward 
to further additions of machinaries, (a list to interested persons 
is always available) in order to equip our workshop with better 
training facilities.

Under the grace of our Almighty Father 12 Christian firemen 
(teachers) toil around the furnace, because their raw materials 
are more valuable than the finest gold.

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  W O M A N  I N  M O D E R N  
I N D U S T R I A L  S O C I E T Y

H azel S m it h

An Ecumenical Social and Industrial Institute Study Con
ference on “The Christian Woman in Modem Industrial Society” 
was held from the 22nd to the 24th of February, 1963, at Dur- 
gapur, one of the newest and fastest developing steel cities of 
India. This conference was held under the joint auspices of the 
National Christian Council and the Bengal Christian Council.
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Participants came from various churches, including the Methodist, 
Baptist, United Church of North India, Mar Thoma, Church 
of India, Burma and Ceylon (former C. of E.). The Bengal, 
Bihar, and National Christian Councils were represented by their 
Secretaries. I had the privilege of attending from the Baptist 
churches of Bengal and Bihar.

There were twenty-two registered participants, including 
three trained social workers: the Misses R. Mookerji and 
Miss S. Singh of the Calcutta Y.W.C.A., and Miss V. Maynard 
Smith who had done much of this type of work in England. 
These three women especially gave valuable help in all the 
discussions.

Since it was definitely a Christian conference, adequate 
1 ;iven to devotions and to two excellent periods of

The subject under discussion was introduced by Mr M. A. Z. 
Rolston, of the Christian Industrial Service of India. He gave 
a very thoroughly prepared paper on “The Churches’ Role in 
Industrial Society and the Place of Women in it.”

Quotations from that paper will give an idea of the scope of 
the subject.

“The rapid expansion of industry in our country is affecting 
life in two ways. In the first place it is putting the country 
on the road to economic democracy by offering opportunities 
of economic venture to a larger number of people than ever 
before. Secondly it is radically changing the old pattern of 
community and family life and making it necessary for new 
patterns to be introduced. The Church in India, through its 
members, is deeply involved in this change.

“ Unfortunately the Church is either not sufficiently aware of
this involvement or is calmly indifferent to the change Its
task today is to know the realities of the present situation 
and to exercise its ministry of love and service in the lives of 
those that are affected by i t . . .  .
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“In this service the whole church is involved. To our regret 
we find that this call to service is considered by us to be only 
for a very few, and from those few, though unconsciously, we 
have excluded an important section—that of our women. ‘Frozen 
Assets’ Hendrik Kraemer has called the laity, and within it is its 
deeply frozen part—our women, whom we have to thaw out, 
revive and recommission for the Lord’s work. . . .

“In the changing situation the women need to be helped to 
develop confidence and to avail of new opportunities for their 
personal and social growth, for on them would much depend the 
community of tomorrow. . . .

“For their role in the family as well as in society they have 
to be helped to expand their personality, and this is clearly the 
responsibility of women who have hearts to be concerned for 
and skill to help such as these who so much need their guidance, 
love and service. Who can do it better than a daughter of the 
Church of the Lord?.. . .

“Minority complex and habitual exclusiveness of Christians 
allied with the aloofness incidental to city life prevents the 
urban congregation from being concerned about those outside 
the Christian fellowship and from making effective contacts 
with them. Among these Christians, most of whom are nominal 
only, the women, with the exception of a few, know less about 
the Christian faith than the men, whatever might be the reasons 
for it. Besides, only a very few among these have had any 
personal experience of God in Christ. A great responsibility 
must lie on the shoulders of women who are not only committed 
and concerned but also trained for the delicate task of ushering 
our women into a life of Christian fellowship, worship, under
standing, faith, commitment and service”.

After that Mr Rolston gave a summary of the changes in family 
life and how these effect our Christian women and what can be 
done to help them bring Christ and Christian principles to bear 
on these changes.
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The conference was divided into groups for discussion, and 
the questions discussed included the following:

What is the special responsibility and contribution of the 
Christian woman (both as an individual and in a group)

(a) in the life of the community, or society as a whole?
(b) in the life of the Church?
(c) in the home and family?
What are the factors and ideas which (a) hinder the Christian 

woman from playing her full part, and (b) help her to do so? 
In the three spheres of society, church, and home and family, 
what, in detail, is the kind of work which may and should be 
done?

(a) by all Christian women?
(b) by voluntary workers, trained or untrained?
(c) by trained professional (full time) women workers?

What kind of training is at present available and is needed for 
women in the three categories above?

What is the responsibility of the Church as a whole towards 
women in the community, and particularly towards her own 
women, in their special situation in these new industrial areas?

The group findings were brought to the whole conference, 
discussed and accepted. These will be put into final form and 
copies sent to the various participants. I will simply summarise 
very briefly by saying that the group was unanimous in feeling 
that women have a very great and distinctive part to play in the 
church’s life in modern industrial community, that trained 
workers, especially those trained in both theology and the theory 
and methods of social service, are needed to encourage and inspire 
and help the lay women of the churches.

It is being urged that all church groups having work in indus
trial areas prepare, designate and support at least one well trained 
Christian worker for each of their industrial cities. For us this
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would mean at least one such worker for Khargpur and one 
for Jamshedpur. Which of our Indian young women will 
respond to this call? When will the churches of the Bengal- 
Bihar-Orissa area see the need, and call, prepare, and support 
such dedicated young women? No one can doubt the urgency 
of the need.

A R U N D I
T orulata  G arnaik

“She was my student”. With these words Miss Arun Das, 
the senior-most member of our staff introduces most other 
teachers of our Mission Girls’ High School and Upper Primary 
School, Balasore, to those who visit the schools. During her 
37 years service in the school she has taught eleven of the 22 
teachers on our present staff. She has taught the Oriya language 
to some of the missionaries, too, including Miss Laughlm, 
Miss Beebe, Miss Mooney, Mrs Howson, Mr and Mrs Johnson, 
Miss Kittlitz and Miss Powers.

She is Arundi to all. Here the teacher is called by her first 
name with “di” (sister) after it.

Arundi has a genuine love and concern for the school. When 
the school closes at 4 p.m., she leaves the school only after all the 
students and teachers have left. She locks up the teachers’ 
common room cupboards. If things are left around by any 
student or teacher she puts them back in their proper places. 
When she does this she sometimes wonders who will do it after 
she retires or dies.

Once when the Inspectress of Schools was coming to visit the 
school Arundi was seen sweeping the front yard clean, before 
she arrived. She didn’t want the Inspectress to write in her 
report that the school was untidy.

She has a knack for telling stories in a humorous manner. 
Sometimes in the school chapel services she tells experiences
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of her school days. She was a very mischievous little girl. 
When she was reprimanded for her mischief she used to climb 
trees to hide. The missionary once called her to her room and 
prayed with Arundi. For several nights she prayed with Arundi, 
and then a change came into her life. She became a sober little 
girl. She witnessed to the girls how prayer can change one’s 
life.

When she first started her work her salary was Ro 40 per 
month, or about eight dollars. Last year when she received 
Rs 100, about twenty dollars, in the revised scale of pay, she 
rejoiced and thanked God that He had given her the oppor
tunity of holding Rs 100 in her hands.-

Besides her teaching she takes an active part in the Saturday 
afternoon weekly women’s meeting of which she is Secretary. 
Just as Arundi is very seldom absent from her school duties so 
she attends the women’s meeting faithfully. Whether twenty 
women attend or only three it is quite certain that Arundi will 
be one of them.

We wish God’s richest blessings on Arundi as she daily serves 
Him and the community.

K H  A R I D  A C H R I S T I A N  C E N T R E

P. K. B isw a s

It has given me great pleasure to write once again for Tidings. 
In Tidings of the Second Quarter, 1961, I had the privilege 
of writing about the opening of Kharida Christian Centre 
and Kharida Hostel Building.

Khargpur is one of the largest railway colonies of India. 
People from adjacent Provinces come here to work and do 
business. So the town is full of the stories of “ism” and many 
other “isms”. Kharida, which is on the northern side of the 
town is not free from such struggle. In the midst of the struggles
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the Christian Centres of Kharagpur are trying to give out the 
true story of “Hope, Faith, Love and Life.”

Have I told you before or rather do you know that there are 
four Centres here in Kharagpur? The first is at Jhapatapur 
under the guidance of our Telugu Pastor and some of the Telugu 
Christian young men. The second is in Union Church, for 
English-speaking young people, run by the pastor, Rev. Archie 
Shear, and Alfred Behera, assisted by some of the Christian 
young men. The third is in Nimpura, a suburb, where I and 
Rev. Shear work among children, both Christian and non- 
Christian, and Christian young men whose mother-tongue 
is Oriya, but can understand Bengali and some Hindi. The 
fourth is here in Kharida where both non-Christians and Christ
ians participate in all our activities.

Kharida Christian Centre is the meeting place of many com
munities. The messages and talks, and songs are mainly done 
in four languages, Hindi, Oriya, Telugu and Bengali. In all 
these Centres we are trying to have a many sided program, touch
ing the Religious, Educational and Recreational phases of life.

The top floor of our building is used for the hostel and the 
lower floor for the Centre program. Of the 13 boarders we 
have at present three are non-Christian. Friends and relatives 
of the boarders sometime come and stay in the hostel for a day 
or two.

Since the beginning Mr Shear and I have been trying to have 
at least one good picture a week, one evening of prayer with the 
boarders, helping the boarders in Bible study, teaching some 
secular subjects to poor children when they come, free of charge, 
recreational activities for all who come every afternoon, except 
on Sundays and each Sunday morning and afternoon the children 
from Ward Church members come to join in the Sunday School. 
We were greatly encouraged and blessed by one of our speakers, 
Mr Bob Johnson, and his friend, from Indonesia.

We have just recently started sending out the Bengali Bible
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Correspondence Course, “The Good News”, from this Centre. 
Among the thirty seven young people who have started the 
course there are non-Christians. May more and more join the 
Correspondence Course and may our Loving Father bless this 
endeavor of ours.

Make others happy! To be happy you need to love, and you 
need to be loved. God loved us and gave His Son for us. 
We need to reflect this love to others. Just a week before Christ
mas, in 1961 and 1962, we arranged for a Candle-light Service 
in the Kharida Center. In these services we proclaimed, “The 
True Light of the World”, “The Lord of all Life” and “The 
Old, Old Story”. With the help of our boarders we were able 
to arrange a fellowship dinner both years, which was a joyous 
occasion for all. Let everything that hath breath praise the 
Lord.

Though it is a Christian Centre we do not fail to pay our 
respect to the State. Independence Day, August 15th and 
Republic Day, January 26th, are observed by our boarders, 
in a simple way. Last year on Independence day we invited 
many people, and arranged a nice program, including the picture, 
“Hidden Treasure”, ending with a fellowship dinner.

Aside from telling you something of our activities I  would 
like to conclude this article by quoting some of the questions 
put forward by our non-Christian friends. These questions 
will enable you to understand present thinking of people round 
about us: Why do you show only Biblical pictures? Why don’t 
you keep other books in your library besides Christian books? 
Why do you keep your Centre closed on Sundays for recreational 
activities when in Calcutta and elsewhere, both Christians and 
non-Christians enjoy partaking in various games? Why do you 
have a limited provision for non-Christians in your hostel? 
Why do you say Christianity is the only true religion in the 
world? Why don’t you preach the teaching of Ram Krishna 
Deb and Swami Vibekananda? Why have you embraced
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Christianity? Why are you so eager to convert others to Christ
ianity? Why do you say that Christ is the only Saviour of the 
World? Is it not true that all religions are the same, and all 
religions will take you to God? May the Holy Spirit lead and 
help everyone to the path of truth.

God calls every man to serve Him. He gives many oppor
tunities for hearing His word. Let Kharida Centre and other 
Christian Centres be the meeting place of God and man. Let 
the boarders who stay here and the people who come here to 
participate in our activities hear God and the true Story. The 
time will come when “The truth shall make them free”.

T E L L I N G  O F  J E S U S  O F  T H E  
H I S T O R Y  B O O K

S u sa n n e  P owers

This village which is about twelve miles from Balasore is 
like any of the millions of villages filling the Indian countryside. 
The occupation of most of the villagers is rice farming. The 
homes mostly have mud walls and thatched roofs. Many 
of the sons from this villages have studied in the local school, 
and higher, and some now are employed with the Air Force, 
in factories, as Government workers, etc. The girls have helped 
in their homes with the cooking and caring for their brothers 
and sisters. A few girls have been able to go to school, and one 
girl, Subasini. Das, is the privileged one who is reading in the 
Mission Girls’ High School, Balasore, where she stays in the 
hostel. Like most of the other Hindu hostel girls she is the 
first girl in her village who has read beyond 7th grade.

Some of the hostel 9th and 10th grade girls, Kanchan Barick 
who is headmistress of our Primary School, and I planned to go 
to Subasini’s village one Saturday. The girls wrote, “For
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God so loved the world . . . ” in our Oriya language on 50 used 
Christmas cards and then after morning school (7 to 10 a.m.) 
and lunch, we started off in the Jeep station wagon. Most of 
the road was “good” so we continued driving until one impassable 
spot about a mile fom Subasini’s home.

After rice with various kinds of curries the girls, and Bonshi 
Seth, a 7th grade Hindu boy who had joined us, went throughout 
the village calling all the children and youth to the meeting. 
More than 40 came to hear Kanchan tell of the birth and life of 
Jesus, who alone can save from sin. They learned to sing John 
3:16 which some of them could read on their cards. A few 
of the children had read about Christ in their school History 
books, but most of them had never heard of Him before. When 
the girls and Bonshi hiked the mile or two to see the Bay of 
Bengal, about 15 village children crowded around me as they 
had never seen a white woman before. Taking advantage 
of my audience I  read them a small booklet about Christ.

Kanchan and I then took the car over some of the worst 
of the road before dusk, and in the neighboring village where 
we waited for the girls a crowd of adults surrounded the car 
which I think was also a novelty to them although they said 
that cars did go on that “road”. Would it be annually?

I told a few men standing close to the car window the story 
of the “Lost son” and of God’s love. Later a teenage girl 
asked me to tell her a story too. I told her, her mother, and 
others standing near of the Lord Jesus and the necessity of faith. 
The girl’s mother said that she understood faith. After the 
girls and Bonshi came running up to the car and we were ready 
to leave the villagers asked us to return. Of course we must.
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T H E  D A W N  OF A C T I V I T Y

A rch ie  S hear

No sooner had the dying embers of the year 1962 cooled 
when we were plunged into an ocean of activity. Of course 
we had to treat this time of activity with a careful fear. The 
reason being that activity with no progress has become the 
norm of our present age. Indeed how often activity has had 
the undesired effect of taking us away from the Lord, rather than 
drawing us closer to Him!

On January 2nd we began our English-speaking Daily Vacation 
Bible School. Numbers were not large, but this was no dis
appointment. The deepened interest in many of the children 
compensated two-fold for mere quantity. The forty or more 
children were regular in attendance and enthusiastic in their 
lessons and handwork. We had helping us Miss Hazel Smith, 
who competently led a young class, with some of the rather 
difficult ones to handle. When I visited the class one day, they, 
along with the others seemed spellbound at the things their 
teacher had to say. Also helping us was the Calcutta Youth 
for Christ Director, Mr Harold Mudaliar. Uncle Harold, 
as he is called by the children, is no stranger to the children 
and to many of us here in Khargpur Union Church. He was 
a real source of inspiration to the children. Once again we 
are grateful to Scripture Press of America for sending us many 
of their back dated D.V.B.S. materials free, which proved so 
interesting and helpful.

We concluded the D.V.B.S. on Sunday evening the 6th. 
We made it a Family Night and invited the parents to the service 
in which the handwork, so ably done by the children, was 
displayed. I am sure that many of the parents felt it was worth 
their getting up early to prepare the children for the early morn
ing classes. After the service the children were given their
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handwork and work books to take home. Even, now as I visit 
many of their homes I see much of their work on display on 
their walls. Some who made Bible book marks use them 
frequently and the Bible texts are a constant reminder that the 
Word of the Lord abideth forever.

They say that just a little breather would help much in these 
days of hectic rush. This we had that Sunday for only a few 
hours. By the time the evening caught up with us we were 
busy packing utensils, food and provisions required for the 
Youth Bible Camp, commencing the next day. Early Monday 
the 7th of January we left, heavily loaded with luggage, by the 
morning train for Jhargram. As seems natural, at this opportune 
moment, the servant that was to help us in cooking at the camp 
fell ill and we had to leave without him and go in faith praying 
that the Lord would give us added strength for the tasks of 
the ensuing busy week. Jhargram is one of our Mission stations 
about 26 miles from Khargpur. No sooner had we reached there 
when a clarion call for all hands on deck was clearly sounded. 
We are glad to say that some 19 of us heeded promptly to the 
call. This camp was mainly for the TEENAGERS of our 
Church. Each year the older ones attend a Bible Camp in 
Calcutta or its suburbs, sponsored by the Carey Baptist Church, 
but many are deprived of this opportunity because of their age. 
Hence we felt that a camp of their own age group with a definite 
approach to their own special needs would help.

Our speaker for the camp was Mr Harold Mudaliar, Director 
of the Calcutta Youth for Christ. The opening meeting proved 
an icebreaker when he spoke on the teenagers name. He called 
them TAMI, meaning Teenagers Are Mighty Important. 
This acrostic helped them feel 'that they were important and 
needed, and could have a share in the business of the King, 
without making them too proud. Earlier one of the teenagers 
had asked me not to call it a teenager camp as it gave the impres
sion that a bunch of hooligans and unrestrained youngsters
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were going on a spree. I’m glad that the name Youth Bible 
Camp was acceptable to him and all the others.

From Monday till Friday the spirit of co-operation prevailed, 
in fact increased each day. The young people pitched in, 
in peeling potatoes, vegetables, cooking and washing the utensils. 
Maybe the food was not as grand as that prepared by a professional 
chef but somehow it seemed tastier as all helped to prepare it. 
Many of the young people exclaimed a few days later that they 
had gained weight. You can see the results of proportionate 
combined work and diet.

On the final night when testimony was called for, amazingly 
each hesitated, waiting for someone to lead but the silence 
grew embarrassing. On this note we brought the camp to a 
close. My wife and I, and also our speaker, were just a wee bit 
bewildered wondering if it was worth all the effort and money 
that had been spent. Nevertheless we left the results to the 
Lord. The following Monday came as a climax to our feeble 
efforts. Before the Baptist Youth Fellowship, many of those 
who had attended the camp, rose up and gave testimony as to 
the Lord’s dealings with them. Our hearts were thrilled and 
filled with praise to the Lord. Most of these teenagers were 
shy and reticent and had never dared to speak in public before. 
I was rebuked of the Lord for my discouragement at no results. 
Please pray for these young people as they are now taking a 
prominent part in our Youth Fellowship and in the other acti
vities of the Church.

The following week saw the Manse busy as preparations were 
made for the wedding of Mr Vincent Behera, who is now the 
Acting Treasurer of the Christian Service Society.

The materialization of a vision brings joy that not only fulfils 
a plan but fills full the heart. From Friday the 25th evening 
through noon the 27th we had a University Students’ Retreat, 
in the Manse. This was a need that had been felt for a long 
time. Out at the Indian Institute of Technology a nucleus of
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earnest Christian students formed a fellowship, along the lines 
of the Inter Varsity Fellowship. Since then they have been 
meeting every Saturday evening, in the room of one of the 
Christian students, for a season of prayer and Bible study. 
It was felt by the Union of Evangelical Students of Calcutta 
that a Retreat with fellow student believers.of the I.I.T. would 
prove helpful at a time like this, both to foster a spirit of Christian 
student fellowship and as a source of encouragement to this 
new-found fellowship at the I.I.T. In all there were 22, in
cluding the staff and friends who had taken a keen interest in 
their College days in the Evangelical fellowship of their respective 
colleges. The main guest speaker was Dr Norton Sterett 
who is engaged in Convention and Conference ministry among 
University students. He brought a series of very helpful studies 
on, “Christ in the Old Testament”. We also had Dr William 
D’Sena, a faculty member of the Calcutta Bible College, bring 
a message on Christian witnessing. January 26th is celebrated 
as our Republic Day, and there seemed no better way of celebrating 
it as the students did, in the study of God’s Word and prayer 
for their colleagues. Please remember these students in the 
Calcutta colleges and also our own students out at the I.I.T. 
that they may uphold the testimony of the Lord in Colleges 
and in their hostels, and seek the Lord’s interests at all times.

Concluding this active month was Wednesday, January 30th, 
when we went for our Annual Church picnic. Some 60 of us 
boarded a truck and bicycles and made our way to the riverside, 
about 6 miles from Khargpur. We spent a happy day playing 
games and paddling in the river. The children made the most 
of this annual outing. We wish we could share the photographs 
with you readers. Nevertheless I close leaving you to imagine 
the scenes of joy.

Activity has now decreased but by no means stopped. Please 
pray with us and for us as we continue to share with you the 
burden of the work here in Khargpur.
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P A S T O R S ’ C O N F E R E N C E

W. C. O sg o o d

In Orissa this year we had the great privilege of having two 
Pastor’s Conferences, under the joint sponsorship of the Evangeli
cal Fellowship of India and the Utkal Christian Council Evange
listic Committee. Over 140 pastors participated in the two 
Conferences at Balingir and Jaleswar. There were pastors from 
seven or eight different districts.

The E.F.I. brought Principal G. H. Morling, now retired 
from the Baptist Bible College in Sidney, Australia, as special 
speaker, and Sri Subodh Sahu, Assistant Pastor of Carey Baptist 
Church, Calcutta, as co-leader in the Conferences and translator 
par excellence.

The twice daily classes on great themes from Ephesians, such 
as, The Will of God, The Soul’s Union With Christ, The Church 
and the Holy Spirit, brought us all to a much deeper under
standing, both of these themes and the wonder of our salvation 
and the Trinity. Rev. Morling’s skill as a Bible teacher, his 
exegesis of “The love of Christ Constraineth Us”, will long be 
remembered. His deep delving into the inner secrets of the 
Word inspired many to a more intensive Bible study.

Subodh Sahu, in his devotional exposition of the Christian 
call and 1 Cor. 1:8, 9 ably supplemented what was so deeply 
impressed upon us first in English and then in the Oriya inter
pretations which made so clear the profoundest truth. The 
spirit of both men clearly showed the humility combined with 
knowledge and conviction that the Holy Spirit can and did use.

In the other devotional periods much place was given to 
meditation on the meaning of the many names given to Christ 
which portray the experience of his devotees. Time was spent
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in considering the place of prayer in the life of pastor and people 
and one half day spent in praying for each other and the churches 
over which the Lord has made us under shepherds. Sunday 
afternoon was shared with the local church and Subodh gave 
a heart searching gospel message. It was hard to bring the 
last testimony meeting to a close as no one wanted to be left 
out in telling what these days of sacred fellowship and Bible 
study had meant.

T H E  P R I V I L E G E D  C L A S S
Recently published in the Statesman

“Although Prof. P. C. Mahlanobis, who presides over the 
committee on the distribution of national income, is still engaged 
in writing the committee’s eagerly-awaited report, an authorita
tive indication is now available of the committee’s crucial con
clusions.

“By far the most important, if depressing, conclusion of the 
committee is that under the existing state of affairs there is 
little scope for a mininution of concentration of wealth and eco
nomic power in the hands of a few persons.

“For this gloomy forecast the committee gives two basic 
reasons. First the rigorous import restrictions which make 
the Indian market the most protected in the world, and in 
which almost anything can be sold at almost any price.

“Secondly, the committee feels that the constitutional pro
vision for compulsory payment of adequate compensation for 
private property acquired by the State would make it extremely 
difficult to reduce the concentration of wealth.

“After painstaking research, based on income-tax returns, the 
committee has come to the conclusion that 1 per cent of the 
country’s households own as much as 75 per cent of privately- 
held stocks.
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“This is not unexpected. But the really staggering revelation 
of the committee is that even within this small minority the 
further distribution of ownership is highly concentrated.

“More than half the privately owned share capital in India, 
the committee underlines, is owned by only 14,000 houses.

“In other words, it is only 1 per cent of India’s privileged 
class—which in turn is 1 per cent of the total population— 
that really owns and controls the bulk of the nation’s wealth.”

O U R  P R A Y E R  C O R N E R

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints.”

“Prayer takes away dimness from the soul, and clarifies our 
vision of God.”
Sunday: Thanks for visa for the Larsens. Continued prayer 

for visa for the Basses.
Monday: For appointment of other much needed missionaries. 

Nurse for Nekurseni hospital and at least one couple for 
the Orissa end of the field.

Tuesday: For more funds for T.B. patients. This is the
last year of a small grant which has made it possible to. 
reserve two beds in Madar, Ajmer, Rajasthan, with some 
help for the high monthly bills. Most T.B. patients 
are desperately poor, unable to meet any of their expenses, 
particularly if it is the father of the family, whose work 
ceases when he becomes a patient. For speedy recovery 
of present patients that others may have this opportunity.

Wednesday: For a real revival in all our Churches. New 
reaching out to non-Christians, as well as deep concern
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on the part of parents and pastors for the young people in 
Christian homes.

Thursday: Prayer for God’s guidance in relation to the future 
of Hatigarh School.

Friday: For the Religious Education program in all our schools 
that it may bear fruit in the lives of the students.

Saturday: Thanks for improvement of Miss Lillian Brueck- 
mann and continued prayer for a complete recovery.

N E W S  I T E M S

Encouraging word has come from Lillian Brueckmann who 
had to take early furlough for health reasons. She has gained 
several pounds and the doctor is pleased with her progress. 
She is with her two sisters in Kansas City having wonderful 
care. The six sisters expected to have a few days together 
recently and would have a happy time celebrating Lillian’s 
birthday.

* *  *  *

Perhaps by the time the next issue of Tidings is out we will 
have a permanent address for the Gilsons. Both are improving 
wonderfully well and John has been told he can now take up a 
light, desk job. We rejoice with them and thank God for answer
ed prayer.

* * * *
As the hot days are coming plans are being made for vacations. 

Sue Powers expects to go South this year to Kodaikanal; Clara 
Dorn to Naini Tal; Maureen Brians to Darjeeling; Roadarmels 
and Osgoods to Landour. Wilma Kau and the children are 
in Landour and Louis expects to join them toward the end of
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M ay. H e goes up late this year as they are planning to leave for 
furlough early in June. W e shall surely miss them and hope 
they m ay return after a year’s furlough.

* * * *
W e are all rejoicing over visa for D r and M rs R. R. Larsen, 

for the new hospital in Nekurseni. Those of us who have 
grown children and grandchildren, far from us, will rejoice 
in their two little daughters. T hey will be happy to share them  
with us I ’m  sure.

* * * *
Pat and B urt W eidm an hope to return from furlough in June 

in time for the new school year in Landour. T hey are spending 
the last three months of their furlough in L andour as Burt 
would like to have some more study in Bengali. W e look forward  
to their return.
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