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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
D e a r  T i d i n g s  R e a d e r :

As the last number of Tidings for i960 goes to the Press, I want to 
pay tribute to the invaluable service that Grace Howard (Mrs, J .  A.) is 
rendering as subscription manager in the U.S.A. This is a labor of love 
on her part, yet many times she must find the mailing out of this little 
magazine a real chore, interfering with other duties, or lëss routine work. 
She never knows when to expect the consignment of Tidings to reach her 
from the Baptist Mission Press in Orissa, and because the subscription 
list fluctuates from one issue to another and sometimes unexpected 
subscriptions arrive she cannot be certain that the full quota needed will 
arrive. She keeps in touch with the editor in India, and tries to anticipate 
the number needed for each issue before it goes to Press, Keeping the 
accounts is no small task. She reports these and from time to time sends 
money received from subscriptions to meet the cost of printing and posting 
from this distance of half way around the world.

Mrs. Howard asks subscribers to please bear in mind that the maga
zine arrives irregularly, and if she fails to acknowledge your orders prompt^ 
she craves your patient understanding. The editor wishes to apologize 
for the delay in the arrival of No, 3. The length of time taken by the 
Press to print that number was unexpected and not clearly explainable. 
As a result, No. 4 will come to you in December, I hope, even though 
soon after the arr.ival of No, 3.

If any readers have old copies they wish to dispose of please send 
them to Mrs. J .  A, Howard, 1708 No. Grand St., Pittsburg, Kansas as 
sometimes there are requests for a particular issue, They can also be - 
used by missionary speakers for publicizing the magazine.
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We pay tribute also to Jane and Bill Osgood for their service on 
behalf of Tidings in their deputation assignments during their furlough in 
the U. S. A. For the first time since the .beginning of its publication 39 
years ago, the subscriptions in the U.S.A. have topped one thousand. 
Marilyn Hunwick also secured many subscribers at the California women’s 
assemblies. It is wonderful to have Tidings account out of the red, and 
to be able to turn over a balance to Jane Osgood when she takes over the 
work of editor for 1961. If you receive a notice of the expiration of your 
subscription, won’t you please renew it promptly. Remember that in so 
doing you are encouraging your missionary representatives in the field of 
Bengal and. Orissa.

To those who have written letters of appreciation to Mrs. Howard 
or to the editor, we give our thanks. We are grateful also to those who 
have sent in gifts above the subscription price,

I am especially grateful to missionary and national colleagues who 
have responded to my requests or appeals for articles. I trust tha't the 
new editor, Mrs. W. C. Osgood, will have your whole-hearted co-operation 
in making Tidings increasingly informative and helpful to subscribers.

Yours in His service, 
E t h e l  N. R o a d a r m e l .

OUR COVER PAGE.
The lovely Bengali young woman, tejling the story of Jesus’ 

birth to the little children gathered about her, is Miss Karuna Lee who 
at the time was a teacher in the Lee Memorial Girls’ School, Calcutta. 
To her, as to the orphan girls at her knee, the Lee Memorial Mission 
(American Methodist) is home and Rev. and Mrs. Walter Griffiths are 
“ mother” and “ daddy” .
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Karuna is a graduate of Isabella Thoburn College, Lucknow with 
the B. A. degree. She earned her Bachelor of Teaching degree at The 
Scottish Churches College, Calcutta and she taught school for five years. 
She is now in the U .S.A . and will have completed the work for her M. A. 
in January 1961 at Peabody College, Nashville, Tenn; She will then 
return to India for Christian service under the American Methodist 
Mission, qualified to carry on work which formerly had to be done by a 
missionary from America.

We are indebted to Rev. Walter Griffiths for loaning us this 
photograph, which appeared on a Christmas greeting sent out by him 
and his-wife to the many friends and supporters of the Lee Memorial 
Mission.

WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME
B y  m is s  S a t a y a b a t i  B e h e r a

While a pupil in a British Baptist Mission School in Orissa I 
accepted Christ as my Saviour and found a peace and joy I had not 
known before. I lived in the School Hostel, but when.Christmas came, 
I went home to be with my parents for the holidays. Twenty-three 
years ago I was a teacher in this same school.

One night I had a strange dream, for itpeemed that I was no longer 
in this teaching position, but a teacher in the American Baptist Mission 
Girls’ School'in Balasore. I told my friends about my dream, which I 
could not understand. I did not realize that it was evangelistic work to 
which God was calling me in this way. In the same way, I did not really 
understand the meaning of Christmas.
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I put the dream out of my mind, but one day the school principal 
called me. It was through her that I had found my Saviour. She- said 
“  Satya, I have known you from your childhood. The American'Baptist 
Mission is needing a Bible woman, an evangelistic wocker. I believe that 
is the work you should do. ”  Because I was fond of her, I agreed to this 
to please her. That night I could not sleep. Although I had spent three 
years as a student at the Girls’ School in Balasore, I thought how can I 
go to Balasore, leaving all my near and dear ones. I reasoned with 
myself that I was too young to serve as an evangelist. My family also 
did not want me to go. But I finally yielded to what I knew was God’s 
will and in 1938 began work as a Bible woman with the American 
Baptist Mission. It was then that I realized the meaning of my dream 
through which God called me to work as a religious teacher among 
children, young people, men and women, both within the churches and 
among non-Christians.

Up until then I had always celebrated Christmas with my family. 
It was not until I began sharing Christmas with a wider circle that I 
understood its real meaning. Christmas means sharing: “  Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me ” , said Jesus. During these twenty-three years the meaning 
of Jesus' birth, His life and death and resurrection, and His power for 
every day living has deepened for me as I have told the wondrous story a t 
Christmas to little children and to church congregations; as I have 
walched the faces of lepers as they listened to the Good News and as I have 
taught them Christion songs| and as I have prepared Christmas programs 
for the girls in the school hostels. Sometimes the message is given with 
the help of stereoptican slides, sometimes with flannelgraph. I have found 
great joy in cooking different kinds of food as a special treat for the orphan 
"iris and the servants. At the Christmas season thare is blessing as I 
fellowship with Christians in different churches and share in their programs
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and services. I enjoy Christmas also by visiting the poor and the sick ’ 
and singing Christmas carols.

I am just sharing the means whereby Christmas has* come to be a 
time of joy to me, and how in these ways its observance has become 
meaningful. We can enjoy our Christmas most by sharing our joy with 
others, because, “  God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlast
ing life, ”  May we all understand the full meaning of Christmas through 
these words of Scripture. May Christmas i960 bring a blessing to each 
one of us, and may our Saviour Jesus Christ be glorified through our 
lives.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTMAS

B y E t h e l  N. R o a d a r m e l

“ Merry Christmas! ” , or “  Subha Boro Deen ” , we say in Bengali, 
as we greet our friends on Christmas day. Cards with beautiful pictures 
of the nativity scene, with meaningful messages, others frivolous and* 
with little or no recognition of the real significance of Christmas, are 
sent to friends1 around the world. Christmas trees, or more often in 
India a branch of a tamarind or some other tree, are set up and decofated 
and laden with gifts. Beggars come to the door, or wait in lines outside 
of Christian churches where special services are being held, sure that 
on Christmas Day hearts will be kind and they will not be turned away 
empty handed. There is music and feasting, and Christian families 
wear new clothes. What does it all mean ? Is this Christian festival, 
in a land where there are innumerable religious festivals throughout the
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year, just an outward show, just a jolly good-time ? For some, unfortu
nately, this is true and a counterfeit of Christmas is accepted.

To many non-C.hristians in India, as to many in other parts of the 
world, the story of Jesus ’ birth is known. The angels sang of “  Peace qjx 
earth towards men of good-will” . The shepherds on the. hillsides of 
Bethlehem set out to prove the truth of the announcement from the- 
heavens: “  Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, who 
is Christ, the Lord. ”  Many know of the visit of the wisemen from the 
East to the Christ-child. This is the record in the Christian Scriptures., 
but what significance does it have for us today, more than commernor 
rating the birth of a Great Teacher, as Jesus Christ is thought of by 
many who have never been confronted with Him personally ?

The true meaning of Christmas we shall find only if we refuse to let 
fun, and feasting, gift-giving and receiving take precedence over receiving 
the greatest gift to mankind and to-individuals: the Christ-child, born 
to be Saviour and King, into our hearts “  Though Christ a thousand 
times in Bethlehem be born, if He is, not born in thee, thy heart is yet 
forlorn."

Christmas means joy and peace in the heart, and love and self-giving 
for others, because it* honors the birth of Jesus Christ, unveiling Deity 
toman. God came into the world in human form in the person of Jesus, 
that He might reveal Himself ,to all mankind, Jesus said, “  He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father. ”  A mystery ? Y e s ; like so much 
else in life that cannot be fully grasped by our limited, finite minds. 
Yet this is basic to the Christian faith.

In nearly every human breast there wells up at some time the 
longing to know God. Through the Babe, born in a manger, the growing 
Child, the obedient Son, the Teacher, the Friend, the Divine Physician,
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the crucified Saviour and risen Lord man may find God, Through Jesus 
Christ we discover that God is seeking man ; the initiative is with Him, 
b,qt the. response to Him must come from us. They that seek Him with 
their whole heart shall surely find Him at Christmas or at any other 
time. As we give gifts to our friends and loved ones on Christmas day, 
the Christ awaits our gift to Him of an obedient heart.

Let ys pause at Christmas to remember the real significance of the 
day—not only the birth anniversary of Jesus, but that in Him God has 
revealed Himself to man, to me, and through His life and death, and 
resurrection His love for all the woridof men has been proclaimed, and 
“  death has been swallowed up in victory ’ ’ , it's terror removedj for He 
has conquered death. “ I know that my Redeemer.Iiveth, and because 
He lives, I too shall live. ”  “  Peape, peace”  ^nd there is no peacp, nor 
can there be until individuals, as wpll as nations, aqknqwjedge the One, 
whose birth we celebrate, as Lord and Master allowing Him to have 
sway in their lives and by the power available through a Living Lord put 
His ideals and teachings into practice.

“TO THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS.”

B y  R e v . C . L. K a u

What is more pathetic than the leper with his deformed body bound 
in rags, an outcaste of society, or the blind groping his way begging 
bread ? We see them in every town, at the railway platforms and along 
the village roads. These are only ajpart of India’s tragic sea of human need. 
These people do not consider many necessities of life as essential in their 
desperate struggle to keep alive. They use all of their energy and time 
to get food enough to iive.



It is not surprising that children have not gone to school, even when 
teachers and schools have been available, Nor is it surprising that 80% 
of the rural adult population is illiterate. They live in a mental and spiritual 
darkness ; a darkness that is ruled by fear and superstition. Is it not for 
these also that Jesus came that he might “ give light to those who 
darkness...” ? To those who live in such darkness we are trying to 
m a k e  the Light shine for’them.

Through our adult literacy centers we are able bo reach a few of 
this vast rural multitude. Since the beginning of this year all of our 
seven teachers have started schools in new villages. In July the teachers 
met together for a four-day workshop course on literacy methods and 
Bible instruction. We learned that tremendous progress has been made 
in literacy instruction and materials in recent years. These new methods 
and techniques have not been incorporated in our Bengali literacy 
materials. We found that the time needed to teach a person to read 
should be half of what it now takes us to teach. Because of this long, 
difficult struggle they have in learning to read, many have become 
discouraged and dropped out of the class. In order to improve our 
efficiency we need a radical revision of . charts and primers and an 
arrangement for their publication.

Before our sessions were finished the teachers were drawing up a 
new series of words and were working them into the method which 
Dr. Laubach and his World Literacy program have found so effective. 
The present materials must be revised immediately in order to make the 
most progress possible in our literacy program. For this four-day 
session we invited Miss Ellen High from World Literacy Inc., who is 
working in Bihar. She effectively demonstrated these new methods and 
materials which are now being used in the Hindi-speaking areas.
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This conference stirred up a renewed enthusaism among our 
teachers, Even with the present material, they were ablq to see new 
ways of using it more effectively. Plans were made for continuing the 
work on this revision, and in future meetings we expect to be able to 
prepare a complete new set for publication.

Part of our meeting was given to the review of the Bible-study 
materials we use for inquirers. More effective illustrative materials were 
suggested for each lesson. We also went into methods and means for 
making the lessons more meaningful among these villagers. Bible 
instruction in these classes has never been opposed by the the students, 
In fact, it is ¿he main reason for establishing these literacy classes, so 
that we can meet their requests for Bible knowledge, Others in the area 
have repeatedly stirred up opposition to this literacy program. Much of 

-the opposition arises from certain groups who do not want the illiterate to 
become literate. They stand to profit if the present social pattern is not 
changed.

One of our guests in the meeting was the “ Social Organizer”  from 
the newly formed government “ Block Development Office” for this area. 
The Government is determined to remake social and economic conditions. 
It is employing a large staff to help encourage village societies to 
initiate self-help improvement programs. We are interested in their 
program and expect to gain considerable assistance from them for further 
village development.

We have wanted to expand our literacy project into a full rural 
development program but’, so far, we do not have the adequate leadership 
for such a project. At best we will enlarge our literacy program as funds 
are available and consecrated young men can be enlisted to do this work.
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One of the points which Dr. Laubach stresses is that the teacher 
must have a deep love for his students. Only those who are truly 
immersed in the Spirit of Christ are fully capable of undertaking this 
responsibility.

CHRISTMAS CONTRASTS

B y  M i s s  S u s a n n e  P o w e r s

“  For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. ”  In this prophecy 
of Isaiah, the "  us ”  inchided not only those of Palestine, but the people 
of America and India also, to whom this Son was given. Since God's 
Son is the gift for peoples of all countries of the world, Christmas is 
Celebrated in all countries where Christians live. Yet, my Christmas 
spent in Wisconsin tast year was different from the Christmas that I ’ll be 
spending in Balasore this year.

In America last Christmas time I enjoyed walking in the crowds along 
the elaborately decorated main streets, seeing the decorations of the houses, 
with shepherds or the manger scene in front, hearing the jingling of the 
Salvation Army bells, reminding us of the privilege of giving, singing 
Christmas carols with friends for children at the School for the Blind in 
Berkeley, California, and with my brother and sister-in-law and friends 
in West Bend, Wisconsin, where we trooped down snowy streets, threw a 
snow ball or two, enjoyed the crispness of the night, and sang carols of our 
Saviour’s birth; all these were happy parts 'of Christmas for me. Then 
on Christmas Eve I also enjoyed opening gifts with my brother and sister- 
in-law, and good friends in Little Chute, Wisconsin, and stacking the 
presents in separate piles under the tree.
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Yet, I look forward to Christmas in Balasore where for me it is 
concentrated more on others, The Christmas story will be told in drama, 
with flannelgraph, and by slides in the Christian Endeavor programs and 
the Sunday school classes. The hostel girls and teachers will each draw 
the name of a secret friend and at the Christmas “  tree ”  little gifts, such 
as hair ribbons, garlands of marigolds, or puffed rice, safety pins, pictures, 
or pencils will be exchanged. Before that, everyone will go from place to 
place on the compound to see the shepherds and sheep (who might become 
a little impatient under their blankets), the wise men, and the stable, and 
to hear the nativity story read from the Bible. For several Hindu girls 
this will be their “  first Christmas ” , as they come from villages where 
there are no Christians,

The teachers, too, will have their Christmas party in the missionary 
bungalow and at school the Christmas story will be acted out, and each 
teacher will receive a gift from the girls. Each girl will get some candy 
and a  Christmas card (used) with a Bible verse written in Oriya on it, 
'Thus the story of the birth of Christ will enter the homes of the non- 
Christian students of our schools,

Instead of turkey, such as I enjoyed with friends in 1959, this year 
my Christmas dinner will be rice and curry with the men who work for 
our school, for our hostel and for me : the janitor, the messenger, the 
gardner, the cook, the sweeper, and for their wives and children. They 
will listen attentively tb the Bible story of our Saviour’s birth, but their 
smiles will broaden when each one receives a package with a sari, dhoti 
(the cloth men wear as trousers), or some other piece of clothing. Yes, 
Christmas is the time when we can give and can share the bounty with 
which we have been entrusted, Last year Nina Bowers went with some 
of the teachers to -the homes of ¿each of the Hindu-workers and had a 
worship service with them. I think that idea is worth copying this year.
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As I celebrate Christmas here, I ’ll give thanks that the news of the 
Babe born in Bethlehem reached American shores and my home and that 
we who are Christians in all lands celebrate the birth of Him who came 
that all men might have life eternal. It's a real privilege being a Christian 
and being able to share God’s love with others.

THAT YOU MAY KNOW AND PRAY

B y  R e v . A r c h ie  S h e a r , K h a r g p u r

Numerous- activities, increased responsibilities, unsurmountable 
problems and unparalleled opportunities mark the norm of our present 
day. In the midst of these perplexities we take thp opportunity of 
sending you our Christian greetings. This is our first opportunity of 
writing through Tidings and we deem it a great privilege to make 
ourselves known to the greater family.

Mrs. Shear' and I took over the pastorate of the Khargpur Union 
Church on the 8th of March 1 60, when Rev. & Mrs, R .L. Bunten left 
for England, after a period of rich ministry in this Church.

Within these last six months God’s'people in Khargpur have left 
no stone unturned to put themselves forward to be friendly, and make 
us feel at home. We know many quite well already and love those whom 
God*has given us to shepherd, Now as we unite our hands and hearts 
we anticipate seasons of refreshing and a rich spiritual ministry.

Prior to" my coming here, I ministered in the renowned Carey 
Baptist Church, Calcutta, as the Assistant Pastor in the Hindustani 
section. The years there have been a training ground for the present
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work. Mrs. Shear was in business as a nurse, in the large metropolis 
of Calcutta, and has had’to make numerous adjustments in her new role, 
as a pastor’s wife. Her desire is to use her professional training here in 
the Lord’s service as opportunity permits.

The church services, weekly meetings, and Sunday School have 
continued to maintain more than average attendance. My predecessor 
commenced the English speaking and Hindustani Berean Clubs for boys 
and girls. These function on Saturdays and. Wednesdays each week. 
We have been greatly encouraged by the Hindustani Club. Rev. Bunten 
had the handicap of the language barriet. Now we have an average of 
40 to 50 attending regularly, the majority from Hindu background. 
Their interest is keen and many of them have completed Bible Corres
pondence Courses in their own language.

Last May we held one week of Daily Vacation Bible School in 
Hindustani. The registrations exceeded one hundred and ten, but our 
average evening attendance was just over ninety. T̂he week was a 
tiring one, but the results were encouraging. This coming winter we 
plan to hold a similar School in the English medium.

From the loth September to the 22nd September I shall be the 
speaker in an evangelistic campaign at Adra, about 100 miles from 
Khargpur. One of our own lads, Denzil Baker, who is in Christian work 
at this railway colony, is heading up this evangelistic effort. Your 
prayers will strengthen our ministry.

Annually, the Carey Baptist Church, Calcutta, sponsors a Summer 
Bible School Camp, in some accommodating venue in Calcutta or, ip the 
suburbs easily accessible by train or bus. This year this camp is to be 
held from 24th September to the 4th October. Many of our young
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people look forward to this time eagerly. This camp has proved very 
bénéficiai to our Khargpur young people. Many have made first time 
decisions, reconsecrations, and dedications in the past years. We shall 
be accompanying the young*' people and request your prayers for a deep 
work of the Spirit to be accomplished in each one of us.

To all our prayer partners, seen or unseen, known or unknown, 
our thanks are extended for your valuable support in the past, and 'Con
tinued remembrance in the future.

THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

B y  E t h e l  R o a d a r m e l .

Beginning this year in the last week of September, and lasting 
through October, is the most important festival season of the Hindu 
calendar. The more important of these religious festivals are national 
holidays. Consequently, schools and colleges close around Sept. 24th 
for what is known as the puja holidays, that is “  worship "  holidays, and 
the re-opening varies in different parts of the country. Our schools in 
Bertgal do not open before the 22nd of October.

Of the many religious festivals the two most universally celebrated 
in all parts of India are Dasara and Diwali. The former is held in honor 
of Durga, the wife of Shiva ( one of the Hindu trinity). Her names and 
manifestations are many, but at this festival she is worshipped in her 
nine warlike manifestations. The celebrations take different forms 
in different parts of the country, but throughout India there is one 
common feature in the observance of Diwali : towns, villages, houses»
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business premises are all illuminated with row upon row of tiny 
earthen oil lamps, candles, or in cities electric bulbs.

The/ word Diwali comes from the Sanskrit “  Deepavali ”  meaning 7 
cluster of lights. This beautiful festival is a fitting climax to the puja 
season. It is a four day festival, which includes the last two days of one 
month and the first two of another in the Hindu calendar. There are a 
number of explanations of the origin of Diwali. One is based on the 
Hindu epic: "  The' Ramayana ” and associates this festival with the 
triumphant return of Rama, the ideal king, to Ayodhya with his wife Sita 
after overcoming the demon, king Ravana. To celebrate the return of 
their beloved Rama after an absence of 14 years, the citizens of Ayodhya' 
illuminated their homes with rows of earthen lamps. The symbolical 
meaning of Diwali is interpreted as the triumph of good over evil, of light 
over darkness.

Many who set out their little lamps and light them at dusk are not 
aware of the traditional origin of Diwali, but for all it is a time of gaiety 
and rejoicing. Hindus may tell you that it is to them what Christmas 
is to the Christians. A shopkeeper may say, "T h is is our Christmas.”  
Outwardly there a,re similar festivities, but the real meaning of Christmas 
is unknown to those wHo so describe it. All Hindus illuminate their 
houses and gardens on that day. There is exchange of sweets and gifts 
and all who can possibly do so wear new clothes. So the days preceding 
the puja holidays in India are much like the ones preceding Christmas 
in the U.S.A. Stores display attractive gifts, and at no time in the year 
are there more gorgeous saris in the show windows of city shops to 
attract buyers. It is a family time and a time of feasting. Joy, cordiality 
and. friendliness are shown everywhere.

It also marks the beginning of the Hindu New Year, and so is a 
time of fresh beginnings. On New Year’s Day shops are open, but not
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for-ordinary business, but rather to welcome customers who bring good 
wishes, and to serve them with light refreshments, or even present them, 
with a gift. Many Hindu merchants start new account books. Before 
Diwali they try to collect any outstanding bills and start new at the 
beginning of this year. Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, 
wife of Vishnu (the second god in the Hindu trinity) is often in evidence 
in the shops at this time. In the evenings fireworks are used.

Because of its largely non-religious character and its unique beautys 
Diwali attracts people of other faiths and everywhere people go out to see 
the illuminations. Christians are reminded as they see light shining out 
of darkness that Christ is the Light of the World, and that He alone has 
the power to overcome evil.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
NARAYAN CHANDRA SOREN

B y  H o r e n d r a  K is k u

It was in our Boys’ School'at Bhimpore many years ago that Narayan 
Chandra Soren was admitted as a boy of 9 or 10 years. He was born in 
1865 In the village of Koyma, about a mile east of Bhimpore. His 
parents were illiterate and orthodox Santals, following an animistic 
religion with belief in both good and evil spirits, who must be propitiated 
for one’s welfare. It was in School that he first learned about Jesus 
Christ and was attracted to this One who cared for people of all races/and 
who gave His life that men might know God as a God of love and forgive
ness, and have the assurance of eternal life.
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Even when at home in his village, he attended the church services 
at Bhimpore whenever he had the opportunity, He studied at Bhimpore 
for 7 or 8 years. But his family were opposed to his interest in the 
Christian faith, and it was not until he was 30 years of age that he took 
the step of baptism, which makes the break with one’s former religion, 
and so often brings persecution. It was with great joy that Dr. T. W, 
Burkholder, the missionary at Bhimpore, baptized this promising young 
man. From then on Narayan Babu (the title similar to “ Mi-”  prefixed 
to first names) took an active part in the Baptist Church at Bhimpore. 
He gave evidence of the makings of a Christian worker and so; in 1900 it 
was recommended that he be sent to the Bible School at Midnapore,

When he completed Bible School he served as pastor and preacher 
in several village churches—Ulda, Chainasole, Chitrapathor, and 
Kenduasoli. In 1926 he was called to be pastor of the Baptist Church in 
Bhimpore and was ordained in 1929. He served the church and the com
munity in this large Santal village faithfully and untiringly to beyond 
retiring age, until 1934, But age could not hold Naryan Babu back from 
serving his Lord and in 1935 he succeeded Rev. Binode Bihari Murmu at 
the Chukripara Church in what was then known as our Home Mission 
field. This meant that his work extended to other Santal villages of this 
area in the State of Bihar.

At the age of 79 he retired from this Home Mission Board work 
and from then on until his death on Easter morning,. April 17th 1960, he 
had his own home where he lived with his famaily at Bhimpore. He 
attended church regularly even when walking was an effort for hitm 
Many young people at Bhimpore have been united in marriage'by.Narayan 
Babu, as no one else had been granted a marriage license for that area, 
His lovely wife has been his helper, sharing in all his interests and help
ing in women’s work as long as health permitted. She continues to live
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in the family home. One son works in J£hargpur, and a daughter is a 
teacher at Sarenga, some distance from Bhimpore. Narayan Babu had a 
loqg illness, but through it.all was concious of Cfod’s presence with him. 
It was while the Easter chqrch service* was going on that he slipped away 
to be with His Master, whom he h^d loved and served for sq many years, 
The memory of his life remains as a benediction to many.

ERESENT DAY QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR A MISSIONARY

B y  A  V e t e r a n  a n d  a  Y o u n g  O n e

Now and then we read in denominational publications, or in other 
religious magazines, about the qualities that are needed if one is to be a 
missionary. Even booklets are published dealing with the qualifications 
■of the foreign missionary; his training, his personality, his health, his call. 
When Dr. Marlin Farnum, A .B .F .M .S. Secretary for India, and his wife 
visited our area early in the spring of 1959 a special conference of nationals 
and missionaries was held with Dr. Farnum at Ward Memorial Church, 
Khargpur. At one session the question was raised as to whether 
missionaries from abroad are really needef} today, and, if so, for what 
areas of work and what kind of missionaries:

Both nationals and missionaries gave suggestions as to the kind of 
(missionaries needed,

1. Those not only with thorough training, but genuinely ‘ called. ’

2. Dedicated missionaries, with patience, and -willingness to wait 
for fruit,
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3. Humble persons, able to accept the advice and experience of 
ethers.

4. Missionaries who can inspire and guide in the things of the 
Spirit,

5. Those who are able to mix with people and will take tjpie to do
«t*

6. Those who can work in happy co-operatian with, national and 
American colleagues.

We have been testing ourselves by this standard and other qualifica
tions that we feel are essential if one is tQ be happy in India.

a. An outgoing love for people.

b* An unshakeable conviction that no one can get along all right 
without Christ; that commitment of one’s life to Him unreservedly is 
essential for salvation and for an abundant life here and now.

c. Optimisticr^npt easily (Jisqauraged. A vital faith that God’s 
good purposes cannot f^jl.

d. Not dependent upon praise.

e. Some aptitude at languages, and willingness to plug aw^y at a 
new language with the certainty that without facility in its use one’s service 
will be limited and one’s opportunities for dose fellowship with nationals 
greatly lessened, even though English is a means of communication for 
many.

f. Able to face separations : from relatives and friends on the other 
side of the world ; from children in school in the hills; husband and wife 
from each other for a few days or for months; from missionary and Indian 
friends at a distance.
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g. Not apprehensive, remembering that “ Perfect love casteth out
fear.”

> h. Deep concern for people and projects and plans, but not given to 
worry, knowing that "ali things work together for good to them that love 
God.”

i. Disciplined in habits of self-control (really God-controlled), and 
in the use of time, always having time for meditation and prayer,

j. Able to make one’s adopted country “ home” , so that one is not 
living mentally and emotionally in two countries at the same time.

In a lighter vein a younger missionary set forth in a hand-made,, 
tiny booklet '“ The Record of Experience”  which he presented to the 
Roadarmels at a farewell luncheon shortly before they moved from Bhim- 
pore to Midnapore. They read, as though the Roadies had written them. 
Dear Reader: f

These suggestions are set down here for all who wish to profit from 
them and they are the result of more than 30 years of experience. They 
are intended for new missionaries, but are of value to most anyone.

The missionary should be at times—
1. As sharp as a'tack, yet as dull as a hoe.

2. As strong as an ox, yet appear as weakjas a baby.

3. Able to appear as fresh as a daisy even when you feel as old as 
Methuselah.

4. Able to steer a jeep with one hand, shift gears with another, and 
hold an umbrella with the third.

5. Be able to say 1 yes so it really means ‘no’.
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6. Be able to say, " I ’ ll do it” , so everyone knows it really will be 
done by someone else,

7. Be able to move at the drop of a hat, and then live in the hat, if 
necessary.

8. Able to keep a warm heart, so you won’t get cold feet.

9. Able to remember you have the keys to the Kingdom, but forget 
you have the keys to the safe.

10. Able to share your money without loaning it, giving it away, or 
making people work for it.

11 . Able to laugh longest and loudest at yourself anji do it just as 
easily as you would laugh at anyone else.

12. Able to do any job which no one else will try, which you never 
would have thought you could do, and which your better judgment tells 
you not to do.

13. Make love your rule, even when love is the most costly way and 
seems to be the most impractical and useless way of all. Remember you 
must learn to love in the little things before you can master greater ones.

As you see, a missionary needs a sense of humor. Otherwise, he 
would be staggered by all that is expected of him. A voyage or a flight 
half \vayx round the world does not change a person, and mission
aries are not saints, despite the haloes that surround them when they are 
in the U.S.A. on deputation work. We are no different than any other 
Christian who has responded to God's call for full time service, and is 
trying to keep in the center of His will. We often fail to be what we 
know we should be as His representatives, but we all thank God, whether 
we have been In India 3 years or more than thirty, tha£ He has entrusted 
us with a task that is so great that our full dependence day by day must

' 23



be on Him, and that as co-laborers with Him we are always learning' and 
always growing- as He helps us to become better channels for the outpour
ing of His love and concern, that He may be known as the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.

VITAL CONCERNS A T CHRISTIAN WORKERS’
RETREAT.

B y  R e v . C. L o u is  K au

The anniial pastors' and Bible women’s retreat met at Jaleswar, 
Orissa in the first-two weeks of September. The meeting place is located 
on the bank of the half-mile wide Subornareka river. During the meeting, 
the swirling muddy waters at times almost reached the top of the bank.

Some of the pastors came from the hilly jungle area of southern 
Bihar where they have not received enough rainfall yet to insure a good 
rice crop. Others came from Orissa in the delta area near the bay 
where the rice has been completely submerged so long that the entire 
crop is lost. This1 is the second year in a row that Orissa has suffered 
from floods. Only this year it is more wide spread and devastating. 
Other pastors are from areas where we ¿xpected there would be a bumper 
crpp, but a scourge of insect pests has ruined many of the fields. The 
pastors are concerned about these conditions because every member in 
their churches is directly affected by the fate of the rice crop. Rice is the 
only crop we have each year. The result of the crop is the difference 
between extreme want and sufficent to survive another year.

In the course of our Bible studies on Isaiah and the minor prophets 
we felt compelled to consider the relationship between the tragic conditions
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in this land and the overwhelming practice of. idolatry. Although God 
denying nations have prospered for a time, eventually God’s hand c 
judgment falls upon them. Certainly God’s judgment has fallen 01 
portions of this nation in the past as a warning, but it has not bea 
heeded. In the light of the message of the prophets there is impending 
judgment unless this nation repents and seeks the way of the living God.

The studies in Samuel, Corinthians and an evening session 01 
stewardship helped to point up some of our spiritual weaknesses. Severa 
of the men came to the meeting deeply burdened for the spiritual life o
our brethren. They were concerned that we, as a group of God'i
messengers, have a closer fellowship with our Lord. This resulted ir 
our taking more time for prayer both in the program and in spontaneous 
sessions. Such prayar times, born out of a sense of personal spiritual need 
are always a blessing. The prayer fellowship, along with this concentratec 
study of God’s word, left a fresh impress on our lives of the work of God.

One of the signs of the changing conditions in this field was evident 
in the leadership for this meeting. A few years ago six or seven
missionaries took part in the program. This year there were two. In the
place of the others we had nine nationals taking various class sessions. 
We are grateful that such a leadership is developing, but it is a sad 
commentary on our reduced mission staff. It is not irrelevant to ask 
here whether this reduction in missionaries is the plan of God or is it a 
failure of some to heed God’s call to come to this land ?

OUR PRAYER CORNER
“ Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen.”  Hebrews i i :  i.



Sunday. That a couple experienced in Christian work may be 
found who will come to Jamshedpur for service through 
the medium of English and Hindi. Rev. M .S.M. 
Ramanjulu, who succeeded Rev. C:G. Vichert, as pastor 
of the Church of Christ (English speaking), resigned the 
pastorate and left in June for two years of further study 
in the U .S.A. In this large, constantly growing steel 
town, with its many other industries, the Christian witness 
through Protestant churches is very limited. The popula
tion of more than 250,000 comprises people from all parts 
of India, and from abroad, with different faiths, and 
different mother tongues. A large number have studied 
abroad and of these many have had special .training in 
the U.5 .A . A tremendous opportunity awaits the couple 
who responds to this opportunity for a ministry of friend
ship in the name of Christ to the intelligentsia who, so 
often, areas sheep without a shepherd.

Monday. For missionaries on the field: that bouts with illness may 
not bring discouragement to first termers, knowing that 
God can use even such for good, and that His will is health. 
That each one may maintain a center of calm, making it 
possible to overcome frustrations.

Tuesday. That at the Christmas .season there may be a deepening 
of the Christian life on the part of church members, and a 
greater sense of responsibility for outreach in witnessing.

Wednesdayi For Mr. Keshab Hembrom who is carrying on colporteur 
work in Khargpur, a large railway center, that he may 
know how to develop this witness through the sale of 
Bibles, and Scripture portions,. Christian books, and
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pamphlets as he goes about the town with a cjcle rickshaw 
especially adapted for this purpose, This is a new venture, 
begun only this year.

Thursday. For wisdom in the development of the literacy program 
among villagers that more teachers may offer themselves 
for this work. (See: “ To Those who Sit in Darkness" 
Page 9).

Friday. That the Indian Government may discover the means 
whereby the annual loss of life, property, cattle, and crops 
due to devastating floods can be prevented. For the 
thousands in Orissa who have suffered such loss this year, 
as well as those in other parts of the country.

Saturday. Continued prayer for guidance to know God's will in the 
development of a medical center with a resident doctor.

NEWS ITEMS
Missionaries:

Miss Maureen Brians, our newest missionary, arrived at Khargpur 
station from Bombay the morning of Sept. 9th. It was an excited group 
that was on the platform to meet her ss the train pulled in : Hazel Smith, 
Pat and Burt Weidman with little David and his ayah (child nurse and 
helper) from Bhimpore, Clara Dorn and the Roadarmels, from Midna- 
pure, Archie and Maisie Shear, and Beatrice Ericson of Khargpur and, 
unexpectedly, Rev. Bahadur Kisku of Jhargram, who was waiting for a 
train connection. Maureen was all smiles and, even while her freight 
was being unloaded from the van at the front of the train, her fine sense 
of humor was evident. At the invitation of Beatrice Ericson we all went 
to her home for coffee, home-made cookies and ice cream before setting
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out in three cars for the ten miles to Midnapore where lunch was served 
at the home of the Roadarmels. In the afternoon the Bhimpore contingent 
took Maureen the remaining 22 miles to the Santal village where she will 
make her home with Hazel Smith, while studying the Santali language.

, Bhimpore* village and the school boys and girls gave her an 
appreciative welcome, We hear that the next day at Sunday School 
she was called upon to tell a story. Although no advance notice had 
been given, she was equal to the occasion.

We were happy to learn that on the voyage from New York to 
India1 Rev. and Mrs. John Martin, experienced missionaries from So. 
India, accompanied her.

Naomi Knapp, Whom she succeeds in service among Santal villagers 
came to New York to see her off. They had most of one day together 
and Naomi attended the prayer service at A .B .F.M .S. headquarters 
attended by the staff to ask God’s blessing upon Maureen and the 
Martins . That evening she took Maureen to dinner, her last in the 
U .S.A . for some years, and when they returned to the hotel they had 
prayer together. In the morning Naomi bid her successor farewell.

In a letter, writtert on board ship in the Mediterranean, Maureen 
closed by saying, “ Let me assure you that beneath the missing of loved 
ones is the joy and peace that comes from knowing this is God’s will." 
National and missionary colleagues rejoice that God has led her to this 
place.

Rev. and Mrs. W'C. Osgood will have arrived in India, following 
furlough, before this reaches subscribers, as they are expected Oct. 2Sth. 
The Roadarmels have invited them to come to Midnapore for two days 
in order to have, opportunity both for a visit and for discussion of matters 
relating to the work. The Roadarmels leave for Calcutta on Nov. 1st
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and on the 2nd by plane, for Bangkok. They will have arrived in San 
Francisco before Tidings is out.

Missionaries in the U.S.A,

Rev. Lynn P. Hun-wick is Associate Minister at the 1st Baptist 
Church, Palo Alto, California with part-time responsibility for students 
at Stanford University.

Mrs. Clarence Vichert, whose husband died suddenly last year, is 
on the Guidance staff at McMaster University. Her address i s : 66 
Mericourt Road, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.

Rev. and Mrs. A. L. Sanford live at 4744, 30th Ave. So., Seattle, 
Washington, where he is pastor of the 1st Baptist Church.

Missionaries’ Children:
Woodstock School, in the Himalayas, closes for the cold season 

holidays at the end bf November. This brings Louis Kau’s family home 
to Nekurseni for three months, and Teresa Weidman will join her 
parents and brother again at Bhimpore. Hill schools have their long 
vacation in the winter, when it is too cold for the students to be in 
unheated buildings.

Gilbert Osgood is in his»second year at Linfield College, McMinnville, 
Oregon.

Dr. Lee Howard and his family are in Manila, P.I. where he is 
serving under the International Co-operation Administration directing 
the project for the eradication of malaria from the Islands. His address 
is APO 938, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco USOM to the Philippines.

Nationals:
Rev. Sush.il Bepari, who left India in June to attend the Baptist 

World Alliance in Rio de‘ Janeirio, has had interesting and delightful
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experiences also in the U.S.A . as he has attended conferences and youth 
camps and has spoken in many churches. Miss Ruth Daniels, who gave 
so many years of service in India, had Mr. Bepari as a guest in her 
home at Onsted, Michigan for ten days. We anticipate his return on 
Oct. 1st to the work of Executive Secretary of the Christian Service 
Society, which has charge of all matters relating to Christian work in our 
Mission area.

Sushil Kumar Bepari and his family live in Balasore. He first 
came to our ¡Mission from East Pakistan in 1947. He had then finished 
Junior College and served as a teacher in the Salgodia High School. 
After a few years of teaching he went to Serampore College from where 
he received his B A.'degree. In 1958 he completed the B.D. Course at 
Yeotmal Seminary, being the first member of our Indian staff to hold 
the B.D. degree. After one year in the pastorate at Hatigarh he was 
appointed to the high office of Executive Secretary. He is married and 
has five children, X

Miss Suddha MooTterji, Headmistress and Secretary of the Mission 
Girls’ High School, Midnapore is f:o be congratulated, along with her 
teachers, on the fine record of 100%passes in the Ilth Class final examina
tion. 16 girls took^the State-wide examination, the first to be held for nth 
Class. Two stood in 1st Division, and 8 in Second.

Printed and Published by Sri P. K. Pradhan at the Orissa Mission Press, 
Cuttack, for Mrs. C. C. Roadarmel, P.O. Bhimpore, Dist. Midnapur.
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