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ANNUAL REPORTS
O P P O R T U N I T Y  U N L I M I T E D

H azel  S m it h

Looking back over the past year I can see so many evidences 
of His leading and guidance, and realize anew how very much 
for which I have to thank Him.

The beginning of the year found me still at Vellore Hospital, 
completing three months’ stay there, receiving treatment and help 
from the doctors of that fine Christian hospital. Mid-January 
brought a return to our field but not the longed-for return to 
Bhimpore, for the doctors felt that I was not yet ready for work 
there. If not there, then where? While it was being settled 
I visited my old friend Lillian Brueckmann, who had had a major 
operation at Vellore shortly before I arrived there. It was 
delightful to again stay with her in her Indian-type village home, 
with its earthen walls and thatch roof, the house so tastefully 
arranged inside and so homey.

There were two weddings shortly after my return. One was 
Mini’s, one of the orphanage girls, and the last of the girls for 
whom I acted as “ mother of the bride” . She is married to a 
school teacher at Sarenga and seems very happy. The second 
was the wedding of Champakolika, a former Bhimpore school 
girl who had taken nurses’ training at Vellore Hospital, became a 
member of the staff there, where she met a young radiographer, 
also on the staff. I had seen some of their courtship when I 
was in Vellore. Samuel is a convert from Mohammedanism, 
and an ardent Christian. At their wedding I found myself in 
the unusual position of representing the groom, and presenting 
the gifts of clothing he had brought to the bride’s family. The
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wedding was in Chukripara, and so afforded a visit to that 
lovely village which brought back memories of a happy trip 
there with Gertrude Brox some years ago. Now Champakolika 
and Samuel are in Jamshedpur, where he is on the staff of the 
Tata Hospital. It was a joy to visit them in their little home 
and to find them witnessing there through children’s meetings 
and through a small Christian library on their front porch.

It was decided by the Executive Committee that I should 
work in the industrial areas of our Mission, living at Kharida, 
Khargpur, and have Miss Bibasini Das, a trained Bible woman, 
as a co-worker. We work mostly with women and children 
in the churches. The Khargpur house became available in 
piid-April, and up until that time I lived with the Roadarmel 
family in Midnapore. Bibasini made good use of this oppor
tunity to be in Midnapore, living with the teachers and learning 
to speak Bengali, as Oriya is her native tongue. It is very useful 
now that she knows both, and we have found a surprisingly 
large number of Oriya-speaking people -in the churches of 
Khargpur.

Khargpur is a railway center. Many of the people are em
ployed either in the workshops here or directly on the railway. 
It is really quite a large cosmopolitan town, with the conveniences 
of electric light, easily available transportation by bus or cycle- 
rickshaw, and a daily food market as well as a large bazaar in 
which almost anything one needs is available. This of course 
seems quite a change to me from the village conditions of Bhim- 
pore. I feel as though I have moved into civilization! But of 
course it has the disadvantages of a city, including noise and 
dirt; noise of passing trains, processions, loud speakers, and train 
smoke!

The “ Kharida” house is an attractive one, with five rooms 
and a kitchen. The sharing of this home with guests, many 
of them en route to some place by train, seems to provide ah 
opportunity for fellowship and sometimes sopie personal service.
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(Since I have an Indian co-worker living with me. Indian 
friends feel very free to come. I had expected that being away 
from Bhimpore would cut me off from the orphans, but a sur
prising number of them have also been here: one to visit the 
“dentist, two to spend part of their yearly holiday from nurses’ 
training, and a whole group for about six days of their recent 
Puja holiday. Each of the different guests brings a special joy 
and we thank God that He has given us this house, and pray 
that it will be used for His purposes.

There are several Baptist churches in town, in addition to 
a Roman Catholic and a Church of England one. It is a delight 
to me to be able to attend the services at Union Church, in the 
English language. The pastor of this church is Rev. Archie 
Shear. He and his wife are fine consecrated young people, 
and he an excellent preacher. Since my moving to Khargpur 
an old friend, Mrs Chapman, a Scots business woman, 
whose home in Bihar is often the roadside home for our Santali 
area missionaries, has joined the church here and comes by 
train about once a month to attend services. She is just one of the 
many friends who have come to visit and brought much joy to us.

Our nearest church is an Oriya-Bengali one, whose services 
are held in the afternoon so I can often attend. This is the 
largest Baptist church in the town, and it is mainly among its 
members that we have been working to encourage and to start 
new small circles of women’s groups for Bible study and fellow
ship. They meet in different homes in different parts of this 
spread-out town. To some of these meetings we go by the 
free transportation provided by the railway, an amusing small 
train called the “ coolie train” which plies back and forth between 
the center of town and the suburbs!

We have had two rallies of the women’s groups of all the 
Baptist churches of town, with about eighty women in attendance. 
The women of Ward Memorial Church met in November to 
organize, and plan to have regular meetings of the whole group
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at stated intervals, while maintaining the smaller weekly group 
meetings in the different homes. They are friendly and interest
ed, and we are looking forward to an enriched program with them 
in the coming year.

There are two Telugu churches here, and an Oriya-speaking 
one at Nimpura, on the outskirts of Khargpur. In the last 
we had a D.V.B.S. during summer holiday, and it was quite a 
success. We had classes in three different languages, with an 
average of seventy children and ten teachers. This particular 
church is at-present without a pastor, and so needs special 
prayer and help.

In addition we have been asked to work in the cities of Mosa- 
boni and Jamshedpur, the former a copper mining town and 
the latter a steel manufacturing city. So far we have not been 
able to spend much time in these two cities. In Mosaboni 
there is a lively Union Church, whose pastor and wife, Rev. and 
Mrs Purna Baske, are old friends of ours, Komola having been 
one of the Bhimpore School teachers before her marriage. In 
Jam sh edpu r there are two big Baptist churches, one using 
Hindi language and the other Bengali, and a smaller one in 
which English is used. One might say that the opportunities 
there are countless, and not be exaggerating at all. We have 
no other missionary stationed in any of these three places. 
The churches are self-supporting. There is opportunity to 
help them to be interested in outreach in evangelism, both 
within their own cities and in the surrounding districts. One 
might say, opportunity limited only by one’s own time and ability 
and vision.

In November Bibasini and I attended an interesting conference 
on the Christian Home Movement, sponsored by the Bengal 
Christian Council. As an outcome of that we had an oppor
tunity to speak at a two day conference of Methodist women 
in the coal town of Raniganj, and to visit and see the Christian 
work in Durgapur, one of India’s new steel cities. The work
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therels inter-denominational, though at present under the leader
ship of British Methodists. We are looking forward to attending 
a conference for Christian women workers in industrial areas, 
early in 1963. We should receive suggestions and inspiration 
for work in this a new and challenging area. We do covet 
your prayers that we may know God’s will for our lives and work, 
and that we may be of some real service in helping to build 
His Church in these cities of our Bengal-Bihar fields.

H I G H L I G H T S  OF W O M E N ’ S W O R K  
I N  1 9 6 2

Miss Par u l  T udu

Work is very varied among the women of our Bengal-Orissa- 
Bihar area. This takes in work with illiterate women of tiny 
villages, other village women who are literate, and women in the 
large industrial areas of Khargpur, Mosaboni Mines, and 
Jamshedpur, the large steel center of India. Many languages 
are used and many types of programs planned in order to meet 
the needs of the educated and the uneducated.

This year more than 150 women attended the Annual Women’s 
Conference held in Balasore. This is a time of great joy when 
friends get together for fellowship, fun and inspiration. The 
Women’s Conference has been functioning for the last 41 
years. Our theme verses this year were, “ And whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men. Knowing 
that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: 
for ye serve the Lord Christ.”  (Col. 3:23, 24.) MrsBina Dutt 
from Calcutta, widow of a pastor, and mother of a pastor, was 
our special speaker. She gave special emphasis to Ps. 68:11, 
“ The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that 
published it” . She told us that India would be awakened by



the women and that they would publish the word of the" Lord 
in India. Mrs Dutt encouraged the women by her vigorous 
speaking on three women of the Bible: the mother-in-law >of 
Peter, the woman who was a sinner, and the Shunammite.

Our love gift came to over Rs 1,400 this year. Of this Rs 1,153 
goes toward the salary of the nurse in Panchkaharnia medical- 
evangelistic Center, and a little over Rs240 to the Central 
Fund for the all-over work of the Churches. The Conference 
has become self-supporting and nearly all of the women paid 
their own expenses. Ujurda had nine women attending, meeting 
their own expenses, this during acute famine in their area. 
We give special thanks as each year gifts from the women increase.

Besides this large Conference each year for women from 
all areas we have had several small Conferences for various 
groups of small churches in languages most readily understood 
by the women of that particular locality. Oldest of these is 
the 9 Churches Women’s meeting of the Hatigarh-Salgodia 
area which met in Hatigarh this year. They celebrated their 
twenty-fifth anniversary this year. All received a blessing from 
the Bible study, inspirational talks, prayer time together and 
learning new songs. Several new Christians from scattered 
parts of this area attended and were blessed by fellowship with 
older Christian women.

Women’s Conferences for Dompara (Santali-speaking churches) 
and Belda (mostly Kora-aboriginal group) were well attended 
and much help received. Ample time was given to learning 
hymns, opportunity for praying (many of them had not had the 
courage before to pray in public) and to take part in dramatizing 
Bible stories. Help was also given for those wanting to know 
more of the meaning of baptism, and the Christian life.

These smaller conferences also sent their gifts to the Annual 
Women’s Conference, thus having a part in the work of the 
whole field, even though many from these smaller churches 
never get to attend.
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Pastor’s Wives’ Retreat was held in Jaleswar this year. Miss 
Karuna Lee, Headmistress of Lee Memorial School, Calcutta, 
brought inspiring messages every day related to our subject, 
“Victorious Christian Living” . The beauty of her own vic
torious Christian life was a blessing to all of us. She testified 
to the help she had received from God toward victorious 
Christian living in her work in Calcutta and during her time 
iri America where she spent a year in advanced study and deputa
tion work. She stressed the importance of knowing our own 
Bibles and reminded us of the many promises in our Bible which 
are a source of help in our own victorious Christian living.

A rally was organized for the women of the different churches 
of Kharagpur, which includes several language groups, for the 
first time this year. Miss Smith and the Bible-women of 
Kharagpur planned the very fine program of singing, reports 
from each group, and dramatic performances in their own lan
guages. Miss Suddha Mookerji, headmistress of Girls’ High 
School, Midnapore, acted as Chairman of the meeting.

We are glad that women’s groups are meeting in many of our 
Churches. Some are using the lessons of the three year course 
called, “ The Search for Truth” , and finding them helpful. 
Mrs Osgood has been having Bible study for the young married 
women of Jaleswar.

Miss Parbati Singh of Belda area is the first Kora girl to finish 
Nurses’ training in Vellore Hospital and she is now working 
there. Two girls from Balasore are in medical training, one 
in Vellore, and the other in Orissa.

We are pleased that several women have been taking the 
special training for Sunday School teachers, and are teaching 
both in Christian and non-Christian villages. We are grateful 
for their help.

Our prayer for a nurse for Chordiha has been answered by 
Miss Phulmani Hansda, whose home village is near Hatigarh, 
and who attended school in Bhimpur, later taking Nurse’s

9



Training in Sarenga Mission Hospital. Phulmani and her sister 
Mukti were left orphans during the famine some twenty years 
ago and educated in Bhimpur learning the Bengali language. 
Their two younger sisters were taken by the English Baptists 
in Cuttack and they have studied in the Oriya language. One 
of these girls soon finishes Nurses’ training in British Baptist 
hospital, and we hope we may have her for our Christian work 
also. Her brother and family are grateful for the help they have 
received from the Mission and are expressing it in service.

For the past few years night schools for adults have been 
organized in our field and several women have taken the res
ponsibility of teaching in these and have done a very good piece 
o f work. Most of the women in the Ujurda Church have learned 
to read and write. Another night school has been opened in a 
non-Christian village near Ujurda for non-Christian women. 
Along with learning to read and write they are being taught 
Christian songs and given religious teaching.

This year two of our girls have finished Bible School in 
Cuttack and will be working on our field from January, 1963.

Women have an important part in extending God’s Kingdom, 
and in helping to bring about revival in our churches. We 
therefore request you to remember us in your prayers.



V A R I E T Y  A D D S  SPI CE

C harles  a n d  E th el  R oAdarm el

If variety is what gives spice to life, then we have had the 
spice this past year with unexpected responsibilities, shortage 
of missionary staff, much travel, entertaining of friends from the 
States and from various areas in India, visits with family, loss 
of Indian friends by death, conferences and committee meetings, 
co-operation in interdenominational projects, and much desk 
work. Read on and you will know what the spice is for a mission
ary and his wife who have completed 36 years of service and who 
are still glad that the Lord called them to India.

It was a special privilege to begin the year 1962 with our son 
Norman and his family in northern Thailand, where we had 
arrived en route from furlough Dec. 15th. Norman saw us 
off at the Bangkok airport for Calcutta on January 16th and in a 
few hours we were again in India. On the 18th we were welcom
ed in Khargpur and later in Midnapore, which again became our 
home and base of operations.

Missionary Secretary. The annual meeting of our Missionary 
Fellowship (formerly Mission Conference) began at Balasore 
on January 31st. With the need of taking over responsibilities 
of Mission Secretary from Dr Osgood, who had served as Acting 
Secretary during my absence on furlough, we arrived on the 
27th. There were many matters to be discussed and much 
planning to do as I plunged immediately into this work.

Correspondence with the Home Boards and with many indivi
duals as well preparation of minutes,* budgets, reports, ete. has 
required many hours in the office between trips to other stations. 
The irregularity of my being in the office and the varying amounts 
of clerical work needing to be done at different times makes it 
difficult to arrange for any trained clerical assistance. Mrs
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Roadarmel has helped with typing as often as possible, although 
she is not a trained typist or stenographer.

Committee meetings have been numerous, especially of the 
Christian Service Society and its sub-committees. This Society 
is appointed by the churches at the annual Convention to direct 
the work of our Mission area. We have been glad to see the 
Indian leaders taking increasing responsibilities and dealing with 
many matters which were formerly in the care of missionaries.' 
Advising with these friends has become one of the most important 
parts of our work. The Convention (formerly the Yearly 
Meeting) this year adopted further amendments to its own cons
titution and that of the Christian Service Society, so that regis
tration of the latter as a property-holding body can now be 
taken up, looking forward to the time when the Mission property 
tised by them can be transferred to them.

Consultations with missionaries, especially with those who 
are new and gradually gaining experience, have involved both 
personal and work problems. ■

The serious shortage of staff has added to the complexity of 
our problems. Of ten missionary couples who were with us at 
the end of 1956, four now remain. Of these the Weidmans are 
now on furlough and about the time they return the Kaus will 
be returning to the U.S.A. on extended furlough. Then from 
next November the Osgoods go on 9 months furlough. Applica
tions for visas for Dr and Mrs Robert Larsen are still pending.* 
Word of the appointment of Rev. and Mrs Joseph O. Bass 
near the end of the year is welcomed, but we know that the 
processing of visa applications will take a long time. It is a 
matter of deep concern that of our five single women now on 
the field, Miss Lillian Brueckmann, who has given long years of 
devoted service, is obliged to return to the States for health 
reasons, and further medical treatment.

Mission Treasurer. The illness of Mr John Gilson, which 
required that he and his wife leave India the last of September,
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a couple of years earlier than planned, has meant the addition 
of the duties of Mission Treasurer to my other responsibilities. 
We miss Mr Gilson, not only from the Balasore Technical School, 
but also his help in many financial and property matters. Travel 
back and forth from the Treasurer’s office at Balasore has been 
difficult, but this seemed necessary during the period in which 
the C.S.S. office is gradually being set up separately from the 
Mission Treasurer’s office. From March 1st it is expected 
that the Mission Treasurer’s office, with the experienced accoun
tant, will be moved to Midnapore.

Bhimpore Supervision. From the departure of the Weidmans 
on furlough in early June, I have served as Secretary of the 
Bhimpore Santal High School, and have had charge of the 
General Society accounts and property. The high school 
Managing Committee was reconstituted this year, thereby causing 
a number of complications. The application of the School 
to be raised to a Multi-purpose High School is still pending. 
The passing on, after long illness, of Sri Dhanaram Hembrom 
and Sri Lakshman Chandra Maity this year has removed two 
friends, who though retired for some years have been a reminder 
of the years of service given in school and church.

Kharagpur Supervision. Property and financial matters 
have required a certain minimum of attention. Consultation 
with the five churches on problems of co-operation and ex
pression through the Christian Centre program could well 
have been a major project, but time was not available to meet 
this opportunity to that extent.

Jamshedpur Supervision. Rev. Naba Kishore Mahanty has 
continued as pastor of the Bethel Calvary Baptist Church and 
Rev. Hiralal Singh at Emmanuel Baptist Church, Golmuri, 
one of the suburbs of this great industrial city. Mr Noel Baker, 
the pastor of the English-speaking Church of Christ, resigned 
and left on November 1st. After some difficulties, the church 
seems to have been revived and has appointed Mr Sidney

13



Moss as pastor. The Jamshedpur industrial area continues 
growing rapidly. The planning for expansion of the work of 
the churches to meet more of the need and opportunity should 
be given much more time and attention than has been possible 
this past yea/. The Church School,' a self-supporting English- 
language institution, has furnished education for kindergarten 
and a couple of primary classes, under Christian auspices.

Midnapore Activities. In every local situation there are 
numerous calls of one kind or another. One of my responsibi
lities this year has been serving as President of the Managing 
Committee of the Mission Girls’ Multi-purpose High School 
of which Miss Suddha Mookerji has continued as the capable 
Headmistress and Secretary. The School upheld its scholastic 
reputation as, of thirty girls in class eleven, twenty-nine took the 
higher secondary examination and- all passed.

In the local church, which has been without a pastor, I have 
conducted the church service and communion, usually on the 
first Sunday of each month. By much urging, several of us 
have helped in stimulating an increased feeling that the Church 
should have a full-time pastor. Services have been carried 
on regularly with the preaching being done by laymen. Miss 
Clara Dorn has given much help in the Sunday School program, 
and in the work of the Women’s Society, which meets each week.

Representative in Co-operation. The need for the Christian 
witness in India is much too great for any one group, or deno
mination. We are glad to do what we can in consultation and 
co-operation with other Christian bodies. I have been the Christ
ian Service Society representative on the Governing Body of 
the Union Christian Training College at Berhampore, MurshidaT 
bad District. This College is for the training of high school 
teachers. I have also been serving on,the Executive Committee 
of the Bengal Christian Council and theBihar Christian Council;

Mrs Roadarmel has given her invaluable assistance throughout 
the year in the usual variety of tasks.; ; s Besides the office assistance
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mentioned above, she has carried on a voluminous correspond
ence, keeping in touch particularly with our children, with 
those for whom we are “ special interest missionaries” , with the 
churches in the U.S.A. that help in our support, and friends 
who have sent gifts either personal, or to help in our work. 
The requests that come from various groups in America for 
information as to our work have been answered by her, and the 
letters through Valley Forge office to our mailing list of some 
300 are her production. In fact, almost all personal corres
pondence is in her hands. She has found opportunity for coun
selling and help to many in the community.

Our home has been open to local friends and to folks from 
overseas. In early February Hazel Smith came to be with us 
until the Gilsons left Khargpur, making it possible for her to 
take up residence there for her work in the industrial areas from 
early April. Dr and Mrs Adrian Heaton of the California Baptist 
Seminary, Covina, Calif., were with us for two days the latter 
part of April. Unfortunately, Dr Heaton became ill on the 
tedious train journey from Calcutta and so Mrs Roadarmel 
became nurse, while his wife, with camera in hand, saw as much 
as possible of Christian folks and activities of the School and 
Hostel.

It was a joy during the last two weeks of our hot season vacation 
to have our son Norman and his family with us in one of our 
three Mission apartments at Landour, before they proceeded 
on furlough.

On August 27th Mrs Roadarmel left for Vellore, some 1,500 
miles to the south where she was a patient at the now famous 
Christian Hospital, founded by the late Dr Ida Scudder. Our 
son Gordon, who had arrived in India in August, under a Full- 
bright Scholarship for Hindi study at Allahabad in the north, 
went to Vellore to bring his mother home. They arrived Oct. 
7th- and Mrs Roadarmel was strong enough, despite having, had 
ma-jor surgery and a bput with, fever, to be happy to welcome

15



Rev. and Mrs A. F. Merrill, who were viriting our Mission area. 
Our home was their headquarters for travels to and from other 
places with Mr Roadarmel until Oct. 22nd. It was a great joy 
to have these understanding friends with us, Mr Merrill in his 
capacity as Regional Representative of our A.B.F.M.S. for Assam, 
Bengal-Orissa and Burma.

The last of November Dr and Mrs Clarence Roddy of Fuller 
Seminary, Pasadena and long-time friends of ours spent three 
days in our home.

The last month of the year was made memorable for us 
personally by our son Gordon coming from Allahabad for 
four days at Christmas and bringing with him four American 
friends. Another friend from the American Consulate joined us 
for Christmas dinner on the 24th, the crowded church service 
on the 25th, the giving and receiving of gifts.

The crisis that came with the invasion of the northern border 
area of India created considerable uncertainty for a time this 
year. One obvious result of the situation has been a drawing 
together of the people in India in a loyalty to the nation that has 
pushed into the background some of the divisive forces. Pray 
with us that India may be spared a major war that she may 
develop her economy to help bring a more abundant life for the 
majority of her people.

Our year ended Dec. 31st with an engagement ceremony 
in Khargpur of two fine Christian young people, the groom-to- 
be being in the employ of our Christian Service Society. Engage
ments and weddings, a house with an open door, opportunities 
beyond our ability to meet them, service to those in need and all 
else that the year has brought makes us humble, knowing that 
whatever we have been able to do that has been of help in the 
work of God’s kingdom here has not been in our own strength, 
but has been His using imperfect channels for His service.

We are grateful to all in India and in the U.S.A., who by 
their prayers, and friendship, counsel, and gifts have made it
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possible for us to serve. We count on your prayers for the current 
year that we may profit by our failures and may accomplish 
more of His will for us in this corner of His world. Pray 
for our national Christian leaders, our church members, your 
missionaries, for others whom He would bring into His fold.

G R O W T H  IS T HE  W O R D

S u sanne  P ow ers

The children are sitting practically one on top of the other in 
the classrooms; first, fifth, and sixth grades have been divided 
into two sections; some of the hostel girls have “overflowed” 
into the hostel infirmary. “ Growth” is the word indicating 
our work this year. This “growth” has beeh taken care of 
by three main people in our two schools and hostel.

Although Tarulata Garnaik, our high school headmistress, 
never increases her dignified walk to a run, as I sometimes do, 
she does a terrific amount of work, sometimes even late at night, 
to keep the high school running smoothly. As we are a Govern
ment aided school, there are ever increasing numbers of forms 
to fill out concerning scholarships, stipends, state exams, con
cessions, special funds, ad infinitum. At the end of June, when 
our new school term began, there were three vacancies on the 
staff. Three Christian young teachers were selected to fill these 
places. The largest number of matric girls ever to be sent up 
from our school gave us a 92 per cent average when 24 of the 
26 passed the state senior examinations.

A different kind of growth in the high school and primary 
school is that now almost all the Christian teachers are tithers. 
Several this year have come to know the joy of giving to God 
His own. I had to smile when one new tither asked me, “ What 
shall I do with all the money in my tithe?” She doesn’t ask 
that any more.
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This year Dr (Mrs) Laura Edwards, who was evacuated 
from Assam with her family, presided at our Christmas and 
prize giving program. Because of the war, the program was 
brief with a shortened Oriya version of “Dicken’s Christmas 
Carol” as the main play. Rev. Sushil Bepari, our C.S.S. 
executive secretary, presided at our primary school prize giving 
and Christmas program this year. In both programs the 
Christmas Scripture was read and given in tableau.

Kanchan Barick, who in 1955 was one of our hostel girls,, 
took teacher training and now is headmistress of our primary 
school. The eight teachers in the primary school are all Christian 
and they begin their school day with prayer together. The 
Government has had us take 4th and 5th grades from the high 
School section and add them to the primary school. There are 
375 boys and ¿iris in the primary school with more than 60 
students in each of the second, third and fourth grades. Since 
the school is in a good residential area, the school sub-inspector 
always instructs us to take “ this student as an exception” when 
Government officers are transferred to this area.

“ Sixty girls is more than the maximum the hostel can hold”., 
Elsie Kittlitz used to say. This year Bindu Basini Behera, 
our capable and experienced hostel matron, has fitted 71 into 
the hostel. Perhaps the hostel walls are elastic! These girls 
live in four cottages, as families, with the girls taking turns with 
cooking, cleaning, etc. “ Inspection” is needed at times or 
things are left about. Just as the schools are started with prayers 
each morning, so the hostel day starts with prayer and also ends 
with prayer. About 30 of our 71 girls are from Hindu families, 
but they also attend prayers, Sunday school, church, and Christian 
Endeavour. Many of these Hindu girls are the only girls in 
their villages who have read beyond 6th or 7th grade.

This has been a year of “ firsts” in the hostel in many ways. 
The first-time any girl had chicken pox; we had an epidemic. 
About 30 girls had it in February and March. Fortunately
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the Government hospital took care of all of them without cost. 
When our girls have had typhoid or malaria their fevers have 
been high, but this is the first time the matron can remember 
a girl’s fever being 106.4. Also, this has been the first time 
we’ve used a Bible correspondence course in our Sunday night 
Bible class for high school juniors and seniors. These hostel 
girls, most of whom are Hindu, have received high marks, and 
this has increased their interest. This is also the first time that 
the girls have foregone giving gifts to their friends at our hostel 
Christmas party. Instead each of the hostel cottages had a 
bank in which each girl gave for national defence. I was pleased 
with the Rs 40.00 that was donated in lieu of giving Christmas 
gifts. The hostel girls and teachers had also given with the 
school children and teachers in November when we collected 
Rs 400.00 for defence.

Besides work in the school and hostel, 1962 included four 
unforgettable weeks in Nepal with Lillian Brueckmann, Mrs L. 
Christian, and Use Martin, a German nurse. The first two 
weeks were spent in Kathmandu seeing the many Buddhist 
and Hindu temples, fellowshipping with the Christians in their 
churches and in the mission hospital and school. I was pleased 
that the American government workers in Nepal have started 
Sunday school for their children and their own English worship 
services. In their church I noticed that a little girl sitting in 
front of me had a Judson Press Sunday school paper in her hand.

After the second week Use and I left the “ forgotten valley”  
by plane going to Gurka. We hiked four or five hours up to 
the top ridge of a mountain where missionaries have started 
educational, medical, and evangelistic work. It was inspiring 
to fellowship and worship with these missionaries, American, 
Canadian, British, and Nepalese who were allowed to return 
from India only at the time that Westerners were permitted to 
enter this “ until so recently closed country.”  Leaving our 
“ mountaineer missionary”  friends, Ilse and I hiked the fifty
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or more miles through the mountains to Pokra, where we stayed 
with the missionaries at the leprosarium. Except for aches 
in my legs and some mountains we had to puif up, it was enjoyable 
meeting the villagers along the way, sleeping on the verandas of 
tea shops two nights, wading through stony rivers, seeing the 
beauty of the mountains and the valleys. We enjoyed our time 
with the Pokra Christians, whose church is much like the New 
Testament church. It was a never-to-be-forgotten holiday!

This year has been one of “ growth” in numbers in our school 
and hostel. Yet our desire and prayer is that true growth in 
spirit, that which cannot be numbered, is also taking place in 
the hearts and lives of those numbers in our work.

W H A T  IS G O D ’ S W I L L  F O R  B E N G A L -  
O R I S S A - B I H A R  B A P T I S T  F I E L D ?

R ev . S. K. B epari

Coming to the close of the year, 1962, as I was reviewing the 
changing conditions of our field, this question came to my mind, 
“What is God’s will for our field in respect to the following 
changing situations?”

Missionary Staff
We have at present four missionary couples and five single 

lady missionaries remaining on our field. We have lost one 
single lady missionary, Miss B. Ericson, in 1961, and a missionary 
couple, Mr and Mrs Gilson, in 1962, for health reasons but we 
have not yet received any replacements for them. The res
ponsibilities that they were carrying are now being shared by 
both Indian leaders as well as by the limited number of foreign 
missionary friends remaining in this field, who are already over
loaded. In addition to these losses we anticipate more losses 
among our missionary personnel, in the near future. Mr and Mrs
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Kau are expecting to go on furlough in June, 1963 for medical 
and family reasons. If they do not return to our field any more 
the loss will be irreparable. Miss Brueckmann is also expecting 
to return very soon to the States on medical grounds with very 
little chance of her returning again. Her loss also cannot be 
made up. But the end is not here. Two of the three remaining 
missionary couples are due to retire within a few years. Dr and 
Mrs Osgood, and Rev. and Mrs Roadarmel are the oldest and 
most experienced missionary couples on our field. When they 
retire within the next few years, and if the Kaus are unable to 
return by that time, our field will face the biggest crisis of its 
history. So what is God’s will for our field?

Budget situation
In order to cope with the rising prices of necessities of life 

in this country the State Governments and the Christian Service 
Society felt it an absolute necessity to raise the pay scales of their 
workers. We managed to meet the Evangelistic budget largely 
by increasing the churches’ contributions to their pastors’ 
salaries. To provide for the Education budget we had to drop 
some of our staff. The problem will not end here. In the future 
the expenses for our Evangelistic, Educational, Medical programs, 
etc., will continue to increase. Christian people of our field 
being on the whole very poor we do not expect a proportionate 
increase in giving to make it possible to continue these programs. 
What is the way out? What is God’s will for our field in this 
respect?

(Rev. Bepari is the Executive Secretary of the Christian Service 
Society which is the Executive body of the Convention of the churches 
of our field. His relationship to the Convention here is similar to that of 
Rev. E. H. Tuller to the A.B. Convention. You can readily understand 
his concern for more missionaries, and increased financial support, in 
view of his responsibilities.)
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«M Y  F L E S H  A N D  M Y  H E A R T  F A I L E T H ;  
B U T  G O D  IS T HE  S T R E N G T H  OF M Y  
H E A R T  A N D  M Y  P O R T I O N  F O R E V E R ”

A. M aureen  B rian s

Describing the year’s activities is difficult since it all seems 
to run together in my mind. Problems, crises, new experiences 
and changes over-lapped each pther until I longed for a surplus 
of “ answers”  instead of problems, for some “ ordinary”  days, 
for a dull routine for just a week. The answers never stock 
piled, any ordinary days got lost in the shuffle, and the dull 
routine never developed but I knew the reality of Psalm 73:26, 
“ My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever.”

Change is the word to describe things here this year. I 
was made secretary of the girls’ junior high school this year. 
We also have a new and temporary matron for the girls’ hostel, 
a new food buyer for the hostel, a new supervisor to take care 
of land and buildings, a new school clerk, a new system of financing 
the school, and the Government is requiring a different 
kind of organization of the Managing Committee of the school. 
And we have two new teachers, one taking the place of one w;ho 
died during the year and another, a temporary1 one, taking the 
place of one away for teacher training. With so many new 
people and new procedures we have little backlog of knowledge, 
experience and information from which to draw. So the 
year has been extra busy, and the work extra time-consuming 
since we were often involved in the new. Even the'district 
school inspectress chose this year to make her first visit in seven 
years and this came at a time when our headmistress was away
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for her teacher training. I think it is at least safe to say we made 
an impression on the district inspectress.

One of the happiest times of the year comes when the Santal 
women’s conferences are held. One was in February this year 
and one in March and both were in distant villages. Some of 
the women walked for miles, carrying clothing, children and 
rice in order to attend. We had three days of Bible study, 
inspiration, and rich Christian fellowship in each conference. 
As in the year before, I was asked to prepare the messages and 
the devotional material. This is quite a mental and spiritual 
exercise. The material must be written clearly and simply, 
keeping in mind the limited experience of the audience in order 
to illustrate and teach without confusion. One cannot rely on 
trite familiar expressions and phrases. The messages were 
translated into Bengali by one of our dedicated school teachers, 
then the conference leaders delivered tlje messages, looking at 
their Bengali notes and speaking in Santali.

Before I returned from my vacation in June of this year, the 
Rev. and Mrs Burt Weidman and family left from Bhimpore 
for their furlough, leaving me the only missionary here—and 
a very green and inexperienced one at that. At times it has 
seemed almost like “ sink or swim” with me swallowing lots 
of water! But I know that God is continually present, holding 
with His right hand and guiding with His counsel even as He 
has promised, and I’m continually grateful for fellow mission
aries, Indian co-workers and their love, help and patience with 
me.

October was a month filled with a missionary meeting, the 
Bengal-Orissa Women’s Conference, and the annual youth 
conference. Approximately fifty attended the youth conference 
from Bhimpur.

Along with the “routine”  we have had three engagements and 
weddings during the year among our orphan girls and two more 
appear to be in the immediate future. Contact was maintained
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through letters and visits with several orphans who are away 
from here in school, working or taking nurses’ training. There 
was some contact too with college students and a fellowship 
time was held for them when they were home for school holidays 
in October.

Sandwiched in for variety were a couple of trips in the jeep— 
nothing unusual about this except these were emergency situa
tions which arose while the driver was away so I was the driver. 
In America there would be no point in mentioning that I drove 
.a car, but on the roads, paths, and trails, through the jungle, up 
and down steep and slanting embankments, over, around, in 
and out of deep ruts and holes and through the streams, well, 
this is news.

1962 was supposed to be the second year of Santali language 
study but the pressure of the work was such that I did not com
plete the study. However, since I have been alone here I have 
heard more of the language so this has helped some. In addition 
I have learned some Bengali too since that is the medium of 
instruction in our school and I hear it much of the day. But 
there is much, much hard work and study in Santali to be done.

Recently the father of two of our school teachers died. The 
man was an invalid for some years. He was a Christian and 
ready to go to his Father’s house. While I spent most of the 
day with the family, I noticed how different was the behavior 
and attitude of his wife in this time of sadness from the behavior 
of the non-Christians. Of course she was sad at the death of 
her husband but her faith and trust in Jesus Christ were obvious. 
There was not the hysterical sobbing and weeping heard at the 
death of non-Christians. She sorrowed but not as those who 
have no hope. How thankful I am for those who labored before, 
spreading the Good News so that these too might have life.

Now Christmas is approaching and we have the final oppor
tunity of the year to make known the Savior of the world through 
filmstrips (we use a kerosene projector since we have no
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electricity) plays, Christmas programs, the annual candle-light 
service, the preaching and of course even the parties have a 
purpose.

In this troubled world we cannot predict what lies ahead 
even for a day, but we try to labor on faithfully day by day. 
We covet your prayers for us that we may be all that the Lord 
desires us to be, that our lives would bring praise and honor to 
Him and that we might be usable to help people know Him and 
grow in Him.

D I F F E R E N T  D I R E C T I O N S
C l a ra  D o r n

It seems to me a missionary becomes involved in so many 
different activities that it is difficult to know what to report. 
This was my first regular year of work in India since I concen
trated my time and energy on learning the Bengali language for 
my first two years. Here are some of the different directions 
in which I operated this past year:

Bengali Study. I still spend quite a bit of time trying to im
prove my Bengali. My tutor has come three days or so most 
weeks. She has gone over my lesson plans, translated stories 
and illustrations into Bengali, written letters for me, listened to 
my reading, helped me read tracts and booklets, and has helped 
me decipher the worst writing when I am correcting Bible class 
exams. My head still organizes most of its ideas in English. 
I am a long way from dreaming in Bengali.

Teaching. I love teaching even if it isn’t in my mother tongue. 
When my students laugh in class I know it is probably my pecu
liar pronounciation and not my clever teaching techniques. 
I have taught the Bible in various capacities—11th grade girls 
at school where we considered the Gospel of Mark and my unit 
on “What is Christianity?” , 7th and 8th grade girls at Sunday 
School, our Christian teachers each Sunday evening, all our
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boarding girls each Sunday evening, and occasionally I have 
taught at our weekly women’s meetings. I enjoy my teaching 
more all the time as I gradually gain more facility with the 
Bengali language.

Program. Planning. I have concentrated on arranging pro
grams and activities for other people to execute for various 
reasons. Obviously I don’t want to do all the talking and preach
ing because it is in Bengali. But also I believe our big job as 
missionaries must be leadership training. I want to give some 
of the Christian young people I work with some of the leadership 
training opportunities those of us who grew up in the U.S. 
knew. By now my junior high aged Sunday school girls can 
tell stories using flannelgraph pictures much better than I can. 
Also our Christian teachers do very well explaining filmstrips 
to the girls.

I am Secretary-Treasurer and on the Program Committee 
of our women’s group. I have developed quite a library of 
Christian books in Bengali which are a big help to us as we make 
out the programs for our weekly women’s meetings. I have 
planned but not presented most of our programs. We have had 
a real enthusiastic interest lately. It is a joy for me to work 
with such fine fellow officers.

I introduce the Sunday school lesson to the entire Sunday 
school each week. I work out ahead the necessary presenta
tion; but I usually find someone else, Sunday school superinten
dent or students, to do the talking. I helped a few times with 
chapel programs at school. I have planned the devotional 
program of our boarding girls each Sunday evening. I speak 
to them quite often; but also the girls themselves, Christian 
teachers, our Headmistress (principal), and a few outside speakers 
have contributed to this program.. I have appreciated this 
opportunity to elucidate and supplement the Bible teaching 
they are getting at the school and Sunday school. »

Property Work. I  .have been in charge of seeing to accounts;
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repairs, taxes, and improvements at our home, at our teachers* 
hostel, and at our girls’ hostel. Since something is always falling 
apart this takes quite a bit of time.

Serving on Committees. At church I have been on the Church 
Committee and a deaconess. I serve communion to the 
ladies the first Sunday of each month. I have also been on the 
Managing Committees (school board in the U.S.) of first the 
boys’ school and later the girls’ school at Bhimpore. I am on the 
Reference Committee and Chairman of the Publicity Committee 
of our Missionary fellowship.

Mission Wide Activities. Committee wise I have served as a 
member of our Christian Service Society because of my election 
as a representative from the women. I have been on the Women’s 
Work Committee.

I have participated in several mission wide conferences. I 
have especially enjoyed helping with such activities as our annual 
retreat for Pastors and Bible-women. I was in charge of our 
panel discussions each day. I also helped plan and execute 
our annual women’s conference. I worked out the Bible studies 
on Colossians for our Bengali, Santali, and Oriya groups, 
and then I led the Bengali group.

Jesus said it many years ago, but it is still very true, “ the harvest 
still is plenteous, and the laborers are still few” . All of us 
thissionaries need, to prayerfully consider which areas the Lord 
would have us concentrate on. Many different directions or 
opportunities are available—work within the local church; 
institutional work in schools, hostels, dispensaries, and the 
like; mission wide opportunities in leadership training, literature 
work, policy making, and evangelistic out reach; personal con
tacts with individual Christians and non-Christians; social 
service activities among those in need of medical care, food, 
and clothes; and co-operative enterprises with other Christian 
groups here. Pray with us and for us that we might be led into 
the areas and opportunities of God’s choosing.
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S H A R E D  J OY

L il l ia n  B r u e c k m a n n

In a little booklet entitled “Every Day with Jesus”  I read 
the following lines, “ SHARED JOY. Rejoice with me. Luke 
15:6. The shepherd’s joy was not complete until it was shared.”  
The Christian’s joy cannot be complete until he learns to share 
his joy in Christ with others. Upon every Christian leader 
rests the responsibility of helping others to find that joy which 
increases with the sharing.

The three Bible classes held for illiterate and semi-literate 
women in the churches of Hatigarh area during January and 
February of 1962, brought the glow of this shared joy to a number 
of us. These were held for two weeks each in Telat, Gangtaboni 
and Panchkaharnia. The total number of women attending 
these classes was only 29. May that number be increased as 
those women share their joy with others. The Bible classes 
were conducted by three Bible-women of Hatigarh area, Mrs Mary 
Marndy, a young widow who is preparing to become a Bible- 
woman, and Miss Parul Tudu, who came from Jhargram to help 
teach the class in Telat. The following subjects were taught 
in each two-week period:

I. Old Testament lessons based on the lives of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, who were used of God to 
prepare His chosen people, through whom the 
Savior of the world should come.

II. New Testament lessons on the Parables of Jesus.
III. Fundamental Christian Doctrines.
IV. Reading in Roman Script Santali.
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V. Evening worship period in which scripture portions 
and songs were memorized and every student en
couraged to lead in prayer.

The purpose of these Bible classes is to strengthen the Church 
and the Christian home by giving the lay women an opportunity 
to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Bible, enabling them 
to share their new-found treasures with others.

-During 1962 the work of the Medical-Evangelistic Centre 
in Panchkaharnia has been carried on by Miss Karuna Singh 
and Miss Joba Kusum Singh. In Salgodia Mrs Suhasini Singh 
has served efficiently as nurse. In the center at Ujurda, nurse 
Nilmoni Dhanuraj has continued in the work with a local Bible 
woman, while at Chordia the work was deprived of a nurse 
until November and the center was kept open by two Bible- 
women. It was a joy to me to be able to visit that remote 
village in November, taking with me nurse Phulmoni Hansda, 
who is giving evidence of her desire to share her joy in Christ 
with the many who are in need of physical and spiritual healing. 
Pray that in each of these Medical-Evangelistic centers each team 
of nurse and Bible-woman will work in harmony with the Pastor 
and local Christians to shed abroad the Light of their salvation 
in Christ Jesus.

■From July through October my co-worker, Miss Rani Tudu, 
has worked in Amdhia, where I also enjoyed spending July 
and August. Except for two Sundays when the Pastor was 
present to conduct the church worship service, Rani Tudu very 
ably led the Sunday worship of that village congregation. During 
these months the Sunday School has grown and an Adult Bible 
Class is now showing keen interest in the study of John’s Gospel, 
with most of the class members enrolled in the Light of Life 
Bible Correspondence course from Calcutta (Bengali) and Raghu- 
nathpur (Santali). During these months Mrs Mary Marndy has 
been a great help in the work at Amdhia. She has taught the
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children’s Sunday School class very well, led prayer meetings 
held each evening in the homes, and helped to teach others to 
read. At the same time she was studying diligently in order that 
she may appear as a candidate for Bible training. We rejoice 
with Mary that she was able as a private student, with Rani’s 
help, to receive a promotion certificate to Class V and, when she 
appeared in the entrance examination set by the Cuttack Christian 
Theological School in December, stood first among the four 
candidates appearing. She will be given the opportunity of 
two years study in the Bhimpore Girls’ School to complete her 
grammar school before entering Bible school. Both Rani and 
Mary have greatly helped the wife of one of our students 
in the Union Biblical Seminary in Yeotmal. With their help 
she is learning to read and has grown in spiritual life. One of the 
young women who first learned to read in the two-week Bible 
classes is now taking over the responsibility of teaching the 
children’s Sunday School class, which Mary has been teaching 
in the Amdhia Sunday School. During this period that the 
Pastor was attending another training for three months, the 
church work at Amdhia has benefited by the leadership which 
Rani Tudu and Mary Mamdy have been able to give.

The Nine Churches Women’s Conference was held in Hatigarh, 
March 1-4, 1962. The interest of the women of these churches 
continues to increase from year to year and the development of 
leadership ability through these conferences is encouraging.

A women’s Bible study group, meeting every Tuesday after
noon in the chapel at the Leper Colony near Hatigarh, is led by 
Mrs Indu Moti Bir, an older Bible woman located in Hatigarh.

Thus through small or larger groups, may the Lord continue 
to inspire and use the talents of dedicated women, enabling 
each to say with John the Baptist, “ this my joy therefore is made 
full.”  (John 3:29).

P.S. As friends are interested in the progress of my family 
of six children, whom I took from the Leper Colony in 1951,

30



I add this post-script. All have spent the past year in boarding 
school and are in good health. As yet only Haradhan has 
publicly professed Christ as Saviour, in baptism. The burden 
of my heart is that during 1963 the Holy Spirit will work in 
each of the others that they will become born-again Christians. 
My desire to spend the Christmas season with these children 
in Hatigarh was not fulfilled as I was detained in Vellore hospital 
for treatment throughout the Christmas season but the children 
were well cared for in our home by Rani and others on the 
compound.

“ NOT  BY M I G H T ,  NOR BY POWER,  
BUT BY MY  SPIRIT,  SAI TH THE LORD  

OF H O S T S ”

W il l ia m  a n d  Jan e  O sgood

When we turned over the Mission Secretary’s responsibilities 
at the end of last year we hoped that we were getting out from 
under a lot of administrative responsibility but apparently that 
was not to be as we seem to have been involved in as much 
administrative detail as ever though somewhat of a different 
nature. We all start the year with the resolve to spend more 
time in direct evangelistic outreach and in spiritual contacts 
with students, workers, churches and individuals but the demands 
of accounts, audits, committees, correspondence, property 
maintenance, building and the like seem to multiply as the foreign 
staff gets fewer and fewer. Because our small Convention and 
Mission Fellowship is involved in three State areas, and four 
Regional Councils, and a larger number of language groups and 
co-operative projects for teacher training, theological education, 
various types of literature and the like, few weeks go by without 
calls to travel to this Committee or that Board or Council.
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In terms of ultimate satisfaction to Jane and myself I believe 
the respective Bible Classes for young women and young men 
on John, James and Proverbs carried on since moving to Jaleswar 
are among the richer experiences of the year. Participation 
in the leadership of various meetings of the churches of the 
area, whether meeting as Associations, Convention or specialized 
lay or Sunday School or Youth Conferences always bring a lift. 
Time spent in prayer and personal conferences with individuals 
or families is a joy as any pastor knows. Watching people grow 
as they undertake new responsibilities or are led into new oppor
tunities has been a pleasure.

We have had the joy of welcoming a Junior College B.D. 
into the pastorate of the church at Hatigarh. Four young people, 
two women and two men, have come back for their in-service 
training, after two years in Cuttack Bible School. Three others 
will be returning in March, one for in-service training and the 
others having completed four years of higher grade theological 
training, in Yeotmal Union Seminary. One of our pastors 
represented our group at an all India Christian Home Con
ference in Ootacamund, S. India, and two had a month to three 
months of specialized training in evangelistic outreach to non- 
Christians, at Chandigarh, E. Punjab. Samuel Ilias is expected 
to come back for evangelistic work among Moslems, in Bhadrak, 
as well as being pastor of the church there, after two years 
training and experience in evangelism among Moslems in South 
India.

Even larger numbers than usual have participated in the 
Orissa Christian Council and Co-operating Churches’ Lay 
Training Camps held here in Jaleswar in April and October, 
and also in a larger Youth Camp. Participation was good in 
the Santali Lay Training at Raghunathpur, neighboring Men- 
nonite Mission group. Being in residence here in the Jaleswar 
center and having the new facilities in buildings and equipment 
have contributed greatly to both comfort and success of the
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programs. Supply problems of building materials have been such 
that just about a year has been required to complete the changes 
that have been made in the bungalow and the new building here.

We left Balasore early in May just before proceeding for 
vacation and settled in here just after it. The 120 year old 
house with nearly half of it adapted to training center use and the 
balance fitted up for living quarters has been a pleasure to live 
and entertain in, though the hazards from termites the greatest 
we have experienced. .The Workers’ Refresher Course, the first 
two weeks of September, gave us the first major chance to test 
out the value of living on the spot and of the improved facilities.

Jane has given many hours to the work of editing our publicity 
magazine, “ Tidings” , helping to plan and carry out the Pastors’ 
Wives’ Retreat, to the associational women’s meeting, to Refer
ence Committee, to a series of Christmas parties and programs 
for local Indian friends, to endless correspondence and accounts 
and to typing manuscripts for literature program, and to mother
ing and caring for the physical and spiritual needs of many.

Our work with literature during the year has been recently 
reported in the 4th quarter of Tidings for 1962 so we will not 
repeat. Ground work has been laid for a new venture of faith, 
which requires large prayer and financial support to move forward, 
as we open an Oriya Christian Book club, hoping to produce 
four or five books a year, from January 1963, making them avail
able below cost in order to stimulate Christian reading. The 
first volume of the Bible Handbook in Oriya has been well receiv
ed and proofs are coming in on the second volume. Bible Cor
respondence courses are proving increasingly popular. The 
new course on Christian Ethics is meeting a good response. 
We are promoting a Christian literature week and seeking to 
get individuals and gospel teams busy selling gospel portions 
distributing tracts and other literature. Sales facilities and 
business arrangements for the distribution of literature have 
been improved.
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Additional audio-visual equipment has been provided for 
several of the areas and a step forward taken in self support as 
the churches’ ability to give was re-assessed and many accepted 
enlarged responsibility.

The constitutional changes in the Convention and its executive 
organization, the Christian Service Society, necessary to register 
as a property holding body have been completed, and registration 
is in process.

The majority of our churches are village churches of small 
size and low economic income. To illustrate, in a recent study 
of three such churches containing 85 families, there were 444 
persons in these 85 families and 206 church members. The 444 
persons owned 208.16 acres in all, much of which did not produce 
a crop every year, and very few had any other source of income 
but agricultural labor aside from their land. They were in debt 
on an average just a little less than 1 /8th of their annual family 
income. Per capita annual income came to Rs 172.02 ($36.12) 
per year. What such poverty means is almost beyond compre
hension to those who have not lived with it.

The Government doctor who for nearly twenty years has worked 
with the lepers at the Hatigarh Clinic and colony was transferred 
in November and a new Government doctor, with no experience 
or special training or interest in leprosy, has come in his place. 
We are seeking to get a specially trained Christian nurse to help 
in the work and do more for rehabilitation among the patients, 
and for the 50 children in the colony. Would rejoice were it 
possible to bring in a Christian doctor whose spirit and love 
would be a strong witness. The Chaplain, himself a patient, 
needs our prayers as he seeks to minister to others, without the 
outside spiritual contacts that would help to build him up, and 
suffering from eye trouble.

Nearly all the village Christian youth who go on to technical 
or higher training from the Oriya end of the field come up through 
the Middle English school at Hatigarh. Pressure to make it a
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High School with specialized agricultural training increases 
year by year but financial problems have so far held us back. 
The able headmaster passed his M.A. in second class this year 
and is now qualified to to head such an institution. One of the 
teachers has gone for secondary teacher training. The school 
has shown a 90 per cent pass average over the last four years as 
compared to a general average of less than sixty per cent of those 
appearing in the government final examinations.

Serampore is moving ahead in many ways. Quarters for 
married students for the theological department, a new biological 
laboratory for the Science department and the women’s hostel 
are under construction. The special grant for cataloguing the 
Carey Library and the labors of a well trained librarian are 
opening up the treasures contained therein to international 
scholarship. A well trained missionary librarian from England 
is joining the staff. Our biggest need now is endowment or 
regular income to bear a share in the costs of operating the college 
and relieve the economic pressure to take in more students than 
can be properly taught in order to finance the institution. Of 
course Christian staff is a continuing need. Would that we 
could introduce you to the students attending Serampore from 
our churches in Assam, Burma and Bengal-Orissa, and help you 
to understand the influence on theological education exercised by 
Serampore, as the theological university for all South East Asia.

The first message given in 1962 was on the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus, and the last on the gift of a Son born to be King. 
As one sees men and women responding to that high call and 
living in steadfast hope and heart peace amidst the turmoil and 
pressures of life in this country, one realizes afresh that His Spirit 
is at Work and while our own Oriya churches have shared but 
little in the 87| per cent increase in the number of Christians 
reported in Orissa in the ten years from 1951 to 1961 a new spirit 
seems to be moving in the churches and more gospel teams 
formed and concern for winning others shown.
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“ T H A T  C H R I S T  M A Y  BE P R E A C H E D ”

W il m a  a n d  L ouis  K au

Across the Bengal border in south east Bihar the Behera 
church dedicated their new church building in March. The 
dedication ceremonies coincided with the annual women’s 
meeting of our Baptist churches. The location is in a beautiful 
setting on the crest of a gentle ridge with jungle on the east, a 
valley of rice fields sloping off to the stream in the west, and 
mountains rising to the north. This place of worship in its 
simple rural setting is one of the most attractive in our whole 
area. Erected next to the pastor’s house and near a much traveled 
path, it is a silent witness to the faith of these people in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It was built in the tradition of the Santals except 
for the aluminium sheet roof. Over the past decade twelve 
churches have been roofed with aluminium or asbestos cement 
sheets. This construction will give more permanence to the 
building than the straw thatch which has been used in the past. 
There are four more ready for roofing.

This progress is an evidence of the growing vigor and strength 
of the rural churches. Since they have shared the expense of 
erecting the building they are accepting the responsibility for 
maintaining their property. This has been another one of the 
steps, slow though it may be, in encouraging these people to be 
responsible for the growth of the church in India.

Development and expansion of the church among rural 
people in south west Bengal and Bihar continues to be the 
main objective and most demanding responsibility in our ministry. 
The church must grow and continue to grow not by outside 
forces but from the power within its own local fellowship. As
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soon as people receive the gift o f new life they must learn to 
transmit it to others. The life and well-being of the Christian 
is rather closely related to his attitude toward giving. These 
people have not yet fully understood the wonder of giving. 
The point at whibh we are experiencing the most tension arises 
from the urgency of the Indian church to support their own minis
try and to accept the direct responsibility of the proclamation of 
the gospel in this land. Six years ago all of the rural churches, 
according to their ability, made their first regular, contribution 
toward the support of their ministry. This year after another 
financial survey most of the churches increased their contribution' 
which doubled the previous year’s giving. Because of this 
concerted effort to teach, persuade and pray with people about 
their Christian responsibility of giving their attitude has wonder
fully changed. A few years ago to receive gifts was considered 
a right, without the responsibility of giving, but now in most 
churches the members have developed a spirit of giving that is 
beginning to reach beyond the ministry of their own church. 
Most of the problems we face in regard to giving are spiritual 
and the answers can only be found in the redeeming work of 
Christ. Certainly illiteracy and economic pressure are a hind
rance to the best expansion of the church but there are other 
forces less tangible.

These rural churches have urgent needs we must meet if 
they are to proclaim the gospel effectively. New Christians 
come from non-Christian backgrounds totally devoid of the 
rudimentary knowledge and basic facts of the Christian faith. 
These facts must be communicated through mediums which they 
can comprehend. We are placing more emphasis on programs 
of Christian education both through the local church and in 
special meetings. Basic facts of faith are essential as well as the 
implanting of a concept of the Christian standard of morals and 
ethics. Part of this instruction is accomplished in lay training 
camps and youth retreats.
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The annual March lay training camp at Jaleswar has provided 
inspiration and training to a large number of youth. From 
60 to 100 youth participate in this two week camp each year. 
Most of the classes are concerned with Bible study, doctrine, 
church history, Christian education, evangelism'and some special 
classes with studies in Hindu and Santal beliefs. In each camp 
we stress the need for a decision of faith in Jesus as well as a 
complete commitment of their lives to serve Christ.

The Midnapore district youth retreat at Jhargram in November 
drew 190 youth and leaders to a four and a half day camp. 
The secretary of the Calcutta branch of the Bible Society and 
the Executive Secretary of our Bengal Orissa Bihar Baptist 
Convention brought a series of messages on witnessing. The 
youth participated in drama and music to help make the Jubilee 
celebration a memorable occasion. The increased numbers of 
youth attending these meetings is an encouraging indication 
of their desire for Christian fellowship.

The pastors and Bible women held their retreat at Jaleswar 
in the first two weeks of September. Under the leadership of 
our guest speaker, Mr Paul Sudakar from Kerala, we learned a 
great deal about Hindu thought and the ways in which to present 
the gospel. Each morning small groups met for Bible study. 
This provided a lesson in Bible interpretation as well as a method 
of study. General participation, was encouraged through the 
panel presentations on Christian education, marriage, ethics and 
evangelism.

Among the Kora churches the sense of a need for education 
has been slow in developing. Over the past few years the attitude 
of parents has improved decidedly toward encouraging their 
children to go to school. Most of the children from Christian 
families are now attending some school at least through fourth 
grade, however, only-a small percentage have the opportunity 
to go beyond this level. In most large villages the government
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provides free education through the fourth grade, but it is not 
compulsory for children to attend school. :

Among the students for whom we especially rejoice is Roben 
Hansda who finally passed the school matriculation examination 
and was accepted by the Union Biblical Seminary for theological 
training. His sister Satyaprobha passed the matriculation 
examination this year and plans to go on for teacher’s training. 
Sadananda Singh of Amda and Joseph Singh of Bansiair church 
are attending Serampore college. This past year we had only 
two students in the Cuttack Bible School. Rupai Marndy is 
in his first year and Boydinath Hansda is in the third year. In 
the new year we expect Singh Rai Murmu to return to Cuttack 
to finish his studies which were interrupted by a case of T.B.

The grade results of the 24 boys in our Raineserai boarding 
were not good. The school has suddenly become more severe in 
grading and half of the students in the institution were not 
promoted. Several of the boys have dropped out because of 
their poor grades or for financial reasons. After a lapse of 
several years three girls from this field attended the Bhimpore girls 
school. We have very few girls who have gone beyond the 
fourth grade, and only one Kora who has passed matric. In 
June, Parboti Singh completed her nursing course at Vellore 
and has been working at the hospital.

The program of literacy has its ups and downs. We began 
the year with ten centers and now there are only five. Three 
of the teachers went off for additional education and two took 
other jobs. These teachers have other opportunities for service 
besides teaching. One teacher was urged to help two cases of 
leprosy which he called to my attention. One man was quite 
serious with open sores and the other in the beginning stages. 
For a few dollars these men received medicine for this past year. 
Now both of them are considerably improved. The sores 
have healed and the stiffness of the limbs is reduced. As a
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result of this interest and attention to the needs of these men three 
brothers of one man have openly expressed their desire to become 
Christians. By our every word and deed someone may see 
the love of God. Such tremendous possibilities cause us to 
consider our actions and choice of words that Christ may be 
glorified in all we do.

The work on the hospital buildings has moved slowly. No 
cement was available for four months. With the new stock 
now in hand we may be able to complete the work within the 
next three or four months. A year has passed and we still do 
not have a reply from the government for Dr and Mrs 
Larsen’s visas. We understand the application was favourably 
recommended by the state government to the Central government 
and we trust they will soon grant our request.

For future expansion of the medical program two acres of 
adjoining land was purchased. We are still negotiating for 
another half acre of high land on which we plan to build a 
duplex staff quarter. There are a number of smaller buildings 
needed for this project which we will build as money becomes 
available.

Our activities, interests and personal contacts continue to 
multiply and we become apprehensive less we fail to fulfil our 
calling. In every contact or meeting with people there is an 
opportunity to proclaim the wonder of God’s revelation. Along 
a dusty road, in the quiet of a village home, on the border erf a 
brawling market place, in a government office or place of business 
wherever there are people there is an opportunity to tell them of 
our Saviour. We continue to preach Christ knowing that in due 
season we will reap.
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O U R  P R A Y E R  C O R N E R
. . the prayer of the upright is his delight.” (Prov. 15:8b) 

“ Prayer generates courage within, and I stand erect, taller 
of soul, and converse with God, listening to the whisperings of 
His will, and learn the great lesson o f ’ life, that this world is 
merely a place to grow souls in, and that this life is only the 
introduction to life eternal.”
Sunday: Many from all over India are taking Bible Corres

pondence Courses, from many centers. Often they write 
in to say how much they have learned about Christ, and 
how they believe arid want to learn more but there are very 
few actual decisions. Let us pray more earnestly for definite 
decisions for Christ.

Monday: United prayer for Miss Lillian Brueckmann that
the Lord might completely cure her if that is His will. 

Tuesday: Definite prayer that visas may soon be granted for
the Larsens (Doctor for Nekursini hospital) and for Rev. 
and Mrs Joseph Bass, for industrial area work. 

Wednesday: For several new Christians, some from non-
Christian background, that they may grow in their knowledge 
and love for Christ, and be strong witnesses to their non- 
Christian neighbors and friends.

Thursday: Guidance in the program for hostels connected
with all our schools, as well as hostel connected with the 
Christian Center in Khargpur, that these programs may 
build strong Christian character.

Friday: Pray that peace might come to China and India, 
and that the border conflict may not grow, but may be 
adjusted by peaceful means.

Saturday: For students away from home attending Colleges,
Bible Schools, Teacher Training Institutions and other 
types of training.
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N E W S  I T E M S

Friends of the Gilsons will be glad to know that Mr Gilson 
is beginning to improve a great deal and the doctor feels that 
while he needs to be near good medical help that they can now 
begin to think of a permanent home. Mrs Gilson is getting 
better and better use of the right arm, “ locked shoulder,” from 
having to keep her arm in one position so long after the broken 
elbow. Their address for the present ís  104 Harding Court, 
401 E. Foothill Blvd., Monrovia, California. By the time this 
arrives they may have a new address!

Miss Lillian Brueckmann, having had a recurrence of the 
trouble for which she was operated on last year, is on the advice 
of Vellore doctors, leaving for early furlough, probably arriving 
home long before this issue of Tidings reaches the States. She 
has had a course of treatments in Vellore but they feel she should 
be near good medical help all the time. She will be living with 
her sisters and her address will be 6311 South Benton, Kansas 
City, 32, Missouri. “ For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” This is 
another great loss to the work and while we cannot always under
stand His ways, we know they are best. We pray God’s very 
best for her and wisdom and guidance for the doctors. Those 
of us who have worked closely with Lillian know what dedicated 
service she has given to Bengal-Orissa since she came in 1936.

Gilbert Osgood joined the Army Security Agency on October 
1st and has completed his basic training in Fort Ord, California. 
He was happy to have his first leave come at the right time for 
spending it in Oregon at Christmas time. In January he began
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48 weeks of intensive study of Serbo Croatian, chief language 
of Yugoslavia, in Monterey, California, reported to be the best 
language school in the world. If you have a good set of nerves 
they say you can last out the course! His address is now Pvt. 
Gilbert W. Osgood, R. A. 19731352, 19th Pit., Co. B.U.S.A.L.S., 
Presidio of Monterey, California.
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