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IBfitgal-dDrissa iftiitmp

LILLIPUTIANS IN JAMSHEDPUR
*

C .  G. V lC H E R T

Last night two police officers came to see us. They had orders to 
investigate the activities of Catholic and Protestant missionaries in 
Jamshedpur. After they showed us their authorization we agreed to 
answer their questions. The first question was, “  How many conversions 
have you been responsible for during the year 1953 ? ”  We replied, “  If 
you mean conversions from Hinduism to Christianity, none." (Our 
congregation is made up of English speaking people with Christian 
background). Then we added, “ In our congregation conversion usually 
means a public declaration of faith in the religion in which the person 
has been raised.”  The officer replied, “  We only want statistics for 
conversions from Hinduism to Christianity, what you call conversion is 
not conversion.”  “  In that case, ”  we said, “  You have drawn a blank 
in coming to us.”

Today another officer come to ask more questions. He said, “ While 
you don’t claim any Hindu converts for your church (The Church 
of Christ) the other Protestant churches have converts and you are res
ponsible for all the Protestant work done in Jamshedpur.”  This made 
us feel important as he was attributing to us all the good work done by 
the Baptists, Lutherans, Anglicans, Assemblies of God and various
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smaller groups. We said, “  You had better go and ask the pastors of 
the other churches how many of their converts are the result of our efforts."  
He assured us he would do this and then he asked us what we thought 
the Catholics were doing in Jamshedpur. We didn’t attempt an answer, 
although it was a temptation to direct his investigation in that direction.

These visits from the police provide us with background material for 
this 1953 report. You see the dilemna missionaries are in, if they claim 
converts from Hinduism the government of India is displeased, if they 
say as we did, “  None,”  then you will want an explanation. We escape 
this problem because our ministry is mainly to a Christian community 
but our colleagues in Bengal-Orissa who are dealing directly with 
people of other religions will have to compose their annual reports with 
one eye on the government and one eye on The American Baptist Con
vention.

One of the duties and privileges of a missionary in his first term is 
to get acquainted with his new home and its peoples. It has been com
paratively easy for us in our first term in India to make friends with our 
English speaking group as most of them have backgrounds and standards 
of living similar to our own. It has been much more difficult to get to 
know those whose languages and customs are different from ours. How
ever, this past year, we have had an unusual opportunity to become 
more familiar with non-Western India.

With the approval of the Home Boards we have been making a 
study of the use of leisure time in Jamshedpur. The purpose of the 
study is to determine what ways we can best serve the members of an 
industrial community. We organized a group of thirty assistants to 
conduct interviews with the workers in the lower income bracket group. 
To ensure accuracy in our results our interviewers worked independently 
of each other and in different areas in the city. By the end of the year



we had fifteen hundred interviews completed. At the moment we are 
n the process of tabulating the results and by the end of June we hope 
to have a formal report ready. We wish we could make available to you 
our case histories for they give a most illuminating picture of life among 
the factory workers in industrial India.

Our conclusions will be sent to you and from them you will see that 
even in the highest paid industrial community in India the needs, physical 
and spiritual, are so overwhelming that one is tempted to withdraw from 
life and become a sqdhu. When the Declaration of Human Rights was 
adopted by the General Assembly there were certain articles which India 
approved but could not accept. These articles deal with adequate food, 
shelter, education and medical attention for all. India was in no position 
to guarantee those rights and therefore abstained from accepting them. 
Today Nehru feels that within eight to ten years these rights will become 
available to the people of India. Whether Nehru be right or wrong we 
must, as he does, look to the future for the healing of India’s ills.

Visits from board secretaries during the year necessitated reap
praisal of our mission program that adequate plans might be drawn up for 
the future. Missionaries and their Indian colleagues worked together to 
draft a program which gives promise of fruitful results. The post-mortems 
on China indicate how difficult it is to diagnose weaknesses and prescribe 
treatment. Like Nicodemus, we ask, “ How can this be?”  What 
causes a person to become a Christian ? The outcome of our discussions 
and planning could be summed up by saying, “  there is no substitute for 
personal influence.”  When Gandhi was asked what his message was he 
replied, “  My life is my message.”  When missionaries can say, “  Our 
lives are our message," medical, educational and evangelistic programs 
will become channels of grace and not, as they sometimes are today, a 
substitute for Christian character.
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Annual reports, since thay are written in January, tend to reflect 
the glow of Christmas. This is especially true in India where Christmas 
cards and Christmas trees are found in many non-Christian homes. It 
is strange that for so many it is the child and not the man who is 
remembered.

This year, as last, the United Club invited us to present a Christmas 
program for its members. The first part of our program was by the 
Church kindergarten. Various nursery rhymes were acted out 
and then the final scene was the nativity with the children singing 
Luther's Cradle Hymn. The adults presented a combination play and 
pageant depicting Christmas yesterday, today and tomorrow. The 
Christmas of Tomorrow was the most effective scene for it showed 
Isaiah's prophecies coming true and the dawn of a new day. This 
scene ended with Mary and the Babe coming slowly to front stage while 
the entire cast followed her singing *• The Magnificat.”  While many 
words of appreciation were said about the program the comment we value 
most came from a Polish lady who said, “  My only criticism is, that the 
curtain should never have come down.”

We invited the Director of the S. P. G. Blind School at Ranchi to 
come for our program that she might make an appeal for her school. 
She came and brought one of her blind students with her. This student, 
a young boy, gave a demonstration of reading, writing and playing on 
the flute. For many in the audience it was their first introduction to the 
work of a school for the blind. The response was generous and we were 
able to give the Director Rs. 209 for her school.

The kindergarten has been continued successfully under a Parsi 
lady, Mrs. Dalai, as acting principal. Mrs. Vichert, because of her 
illness, was unable to do more than act in an advisory capacity. We 
have a staff of five, three Christian women who help on a voluntary basis-
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and two Parsi women whom we pay. We are glad to report that the kinder* 
garten is self-supporting and we ended the term with a substantial balance. 
For our local reputation the most important event of the year was the 
enrolling of Bubbles ”  Ghandy in our kindergaten. “  Bubbles ”  
Mother is the wife of Sir Jehangir Ghandy and the first lady of the land 
in local society. The attendance of her daughter in our school is our one 
and only “  Oscar ”  of the year,

For some time Protestant Christians in Jamshedpur have wanted to 
hold a rally which would give to outsiders an indication of the size 
of the Christian community. It was decided that a Sunday School 
rally would be more likely to succeed than a rally of church members. 
On a recent Sunday afternoon children from all the Sunday Schools in 
the city converged on The Church of Christ. Each child carried a flag and 
each Sunday School had a banner. We did not count the number of 
Sunday Schools represented but over a thousand Children came. We 
opened the rally by marching around the church singing “  Onward 
Christian Soldiers. ”  Each group sang in its own tongue, Hindi, Oriya. 
Bengali, Tplugu and English. Afterwards we sat on the lawn and 
watched Biblical plays performed by children from the various churches. 
Press reporters and photographers were present and they seemed pleased 
to have something new to report. One of the reporters was so impressed^ 
by the rally that he gave me his telephone number and asked me to call 
him whenever we had a. similar activity.

Recreational facilities for our young people have been augmented 
this year by the addition of electrically lighted courts for badminton and 
a pingpong table. Three nights a week these facilities are open to our 
youth organization. We have just completed a badminton tournament in 
which over twenty teen-agers took part. One of the needs of Jamshedpur 
is for more recreational facilities of this type. The wealthy have 
their golf courses, swimming pools, tennis courts, billiard rooms, movies 
and clubs. The poor have nothing but conversation and rice wine.
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In mission reports we rarely mention what other agencies are doing 
in welfare work. We were pleased to see this past week that a second 
“  Children's Garden ”  has been established in this area. “  Children’s 
Garden"  is a national organization which sponsors recreational and 
educational activities for young children. The theory behind this 
program is, “  A  happylchild is a good child ” and 11 Children who play 
together learn to live together.”  The ‘ 'Children’s Garden”  includes 
children from all communities.

Another activity that encourages us to believe that India is on the 
move is in the enrichment of the fields through the use of night soil. 
We visited a colony of sweepers and found them engaged in the production 
of fertilizer through the’utilization of night soil, leaf mould and chemicals. 
In the past the Indians did not use night soil and their fields suffered 
accordingly.

Jamshedpur is growing so rapidly it is impossible for us to keep 
track of all the new developments. Recently the Chief Town Administrator 
told us that five hundred German families were expected here with
in six months. They are to build and operate a factory for the 
manufacture of diesel trunks. In the last two days we have met 
Japanese, German and Dutch businessmen all anxious to do business 
w i t h  t h e  steel company. One of the Japanese businessmen was asked 
about the desperate efforts being made by Japanese business to capture 
world markets. He replied, “  We want to survive. ”  Not only Japan 
b u t  all of Asia wants to survive and therefore heavy industry is being 
developed as rapidly as possible. As one visitor said, "O nly  the 
productive are strong and only the strong are free. "

If any of you desire information about hospital facilities in India 
you might apply to Mrs. Vichert. She set a record for our family by 
being in and out of hospitals from April through November. Her 
longest continuous in-patient period was eight weeks in the Landour



Community hospital at Mussoorie. She completed her hospital career 
with two weeks in the Christian Medical College Hospital at Vellore. We 
are happy to report that, at time of writing, no further hospitalization 
seems necessary.

With regard to our boys, Gordon is in second year at McMaster. 
He spent the summer at Kitamat in British Columbia working as a 
laborer during the day and as a teacher at night. Bruce has a year and 
a half more of high school. He is the proud owner of a red goatee. 
Local friends have offered him bribes to shave it off but he steadfastly 
refuses, Alan begins seventh grade in March. He asked' us yesterday 
how he could live in the woods and at the same time appear on T V  as a 
comedian. This would indicate he is no longer interested in a career as 
a cowboy.

We continue to enjoy India but we feel like pygmies in a land of 
giants. We seem to do so little while the Colossi of industry stride back 
and forth planting their millions in factories, power stations, irrigation 
projects, oil wells, mines, railways, ports and airfields. Does the grain of 
mustard seed ever grow into a tree ? Does the yeast leaven the lump ? A 
pygmy must live by faith in order to survive. We face 1954 with a 
chapter heading from Fosdick in our minds, "  Vitality is mightier than 
size. "

ENCOURAGEMENT IN BENGALI WORK
H e r b e r t  a n d  M a b e l  L o n g

New Year's Eve we had driven 60 miles from Narayanpur, 
where we had had a few days in tents preaching the Word, but 
we were glad to get into the good 0I4 Chevy station wagon next 
morning to drive the very ‘ rough ' 20 miles to Bhimpore. Five baptisms
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in the reservoir near the village marked New Year's Day in a very 
special way for us, for Haripada Dhol at last was following his Lord 
openly, although his wife threatened to leave him, if he were baptized. 
Boys and girls scattered flowers over the baptismal waters, and each candi
date, as he came to the bank, was garlanded and wrapped in a new cloth 
to symbolize “  newness of life in Christ Jesus. ”  The two who came from 
Hinduism were the only ones who had no relatives to welcome them, but 
cordial friends greeted them with like joy and affection. Herbert's heart 
was full as he welcomed Haripada as an old friend and a new brother in 
Christ. (The wife did not leave home after all, and we pray for her 
conversion.) On Sunday Herbert had the privilege of baptizing the nephew 
of a Christian home and Bhuben Babu, the father of our young evangelist, 
Keneram Maity, who has come out of Hinduism. We feel sure that 
Keneram’s faithful witness has brought his father to Christ, and there is 
every hope that his mother and young brother will soon follow.

We have driven over many rough miles this past year in mofussil 
fcountry), pitched our tents under mangoes, neem?, and mohuls in several 
villages far and near. The Word has been taught and preached and ex
plained by chart and pictures to Santals, Mahatas, and various castes of 
Bengalis. We have had the help of two evangelists and two faithful 
Bible women in most of this work. Here is Subornalota teaching this 
group of illiterate children hymns and choruses patiently, bit by bit, line 
by line. There is Sukumar Babu talking earnestly to a village group. 
H e a r  Keneram Babu gives a fine volunteer witness for Christ and His 
keeping power in his native town, Lodasoli. Can you hear Chittanolini 
telling the story of Christ and His love to caste women and girls in just 
the way and words that they would best understand ?

O yes, we must not forget our fine Christian friends from Bhimpore 
who drove out to Pirakata and to Dhansole, where we pitched camp in 
November and December, preachers, teachers and village friends. When 
Glenn Hill could not come to run the generator and loud speaker, his
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driver did it very well, and the group sang hymns with us and explained 
Bible pictures to crowds from 120 up to 500. The Christian compounder 
(called Dr. Babu) was a fine advance agent for us at Dhansole, advertiz
ing in 4 villages and giving illustrated health talks at night. What could 
we have done alone ? O yes, we must not omit Kishan Babu of 
Midnapore who was with us in camp a week. See there he is in the car 
doing personal work. Those 4  men will still be talking, if you waken at 
2 a.m. !

On May 23rd we reckoned up our dates and found that from January 
we had spent 99 days out of Midnapore and 38 days in the station ; nine 
of those days were devoted to the local Christian Home Festival. Out of 
Midnapore we attended six meetings all but one in a mofussil place. So 
the first half of the year and the last two months can truly be called 
mofussil work.

In May Herbert was busy for 8 days at the Preachers’ Retreat at 
Jaleswar, when more than forty men were strengthened in their spiritual 
life by fellowship, study, prayer, discussion and inspiration. In June in 
spite of temperatures in the hundreds he twice supplied the pulpit at 
Jamshedpur.

During the rains we could not easily travel, although Herbert did 
make an occasional trip to Jhargram. But the day in late June when we 
attempted a slippery road at only 15 miles per hour we got a complete 
upset. The Lord was surely with us, for the Hindu people of the refugee 
camp nearby came rushing to help us out, and we soon found that the 
three of us had sustained only minor injuries, bruises, petrol burns around 
the waist, and a broken collar bone that kept Mabel in hospital for three 
weeks. From then on letters and accounts and personal work in 
Midnapore kept us busy, for we could not take the car across the river. 
The monsoon had damaged our highway bridge so that it could not be 
repaired till October, when the rains had stopped,
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Occasional visits to the Jhargram area have kept us in touch with 
the English-speaking group there, and we have had services in one of the 
homes. The people of the Colony appreciate pastoral care very much, as 
they were without any services for three years. The Bengali wife of a 
young Anglo-Indian wants to prepare for baptism. It was a joy to call 
on her and her new baby boy the Sunday evening before Christmas. As 
she could not attend the Christmas service with the others, we took a bit 
of joy and love to her and the children in their little home.

So as we start this new year of 1954 we are cheered by the baptisms 
of 1953, and have reason to hope for more in the days to come. This 
long neglected field in Bengal is responding. Everywhere we go, as we 
noted last year, we are cordially received and invited back. Other 
villages are beckoning. Letters and cards have assured us that many of 
the home folks are thinking and praying and thus working with us. 
Please continue your co-operation in 1954, praying far revivals in Midnapore 
District, and for baptisms from Hinduism in mofussil, that many more 
may come to walk in this “  newness of life in Christ Jesus. ”

REPORT FOR 1953
M r . a n d  M r s . J o h n  G .  G il s o n

Treasurer'$ Office

During the year Miss Beatrice Ericson was appointed Assistant 
Treasurer for both the Mission and the Service Society, and she has been 
taking progressively more of the responsibility. The Mission Treasurer’s 
accounts are now being kept entirely according to the new system set up 
by the New York office, which works so smoothly that it takes almost no 
attention from me except to check and sign the quarterly reports.
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A great deal of time was spent during the year in trying to clear 
up all of the old Home Mission Board Accounts, the audits of which had 
not been completed for the two years before I took them over. Now we 
think that everything is audited and all the adjustments made up to the 
closing out of the Home Mission Board on April 30, 1953. The new 
accounts for the Christian Service Society have been set up on a double 
entry system similar to that used for the Mission Treasurer’s accounts, 
and although they involve much more detail than the Mission accounts, 
we hope that they also will not require so much time and attention in 
the future.

//. Property Adviser
The Mission is now doing more building than it has at any time 

since the New World Movement in the ’2o’s, when Mr. Lloyd Eller was 
full time mission builder and built up a staff for that purpose. Sachin 
Mahapatra, P.A. assistant-in-training, has learned a great deal during 
the year and is now doing all the plans and estimates, as well as super
vising the construction of the Technical High School building under my 
instruction.

The rest house at Nekursini was completed during the year, and 
the foundation for the rest of the missionary residence was laid in December 
in the hope that it may be completed before the rains set in next June. 
The Bhimpore Girls’ School and the Balasore Technical High School 
building were nearing completion at the end of the year. A sanitary 
sewage disposal plant is being built at the Bhimpore Boys’ High School. 
Major building repairs have been carried out in every station during the 
year and more are planned for nearly every station for the coming year. 
An appropriation has been received for putting permanent roofs on all the 
village church buildings which still have straw-thatch roofs, and the work 
has already been started on son\e of the churches in the Hatigarh area. 
Plans and estimates have been submitted for construction of rest houses 
in Landour. '
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I I I . Balasore Station

It has been a pleasure to have the Kau family with us this year at 
Balasore while their house was being prepared for them at Nekursini. 
We have also welcomed Miss Susanne Powers into our circle during the 
year. Our weekly missionary prayer meetings, and occasional dinner 
parties have been a lively fellowship with so many young people in the 
station. We have been disappointed that the Hunwicks did not arrive in 
Balasore during the year as we had hoped, but we still look forward to 
welcoming them early in the new year.

We also had the privilege of entertaining the conference of the 
missionaries, the Service Society and the board secretaries, in October. 
Together with the committee meetings, this conference lasted a whole 
week, and brought us closer together in our understanding of our common 
problems, and nearer to a solution of some of them.

The Balasore church is still divided into a number of groups, some 
of whom hold worship services in homes, and will not come to the 
meetings at the church. Nevertheless, the church was packed to 
capacity for Easter, Christmas and New Year services, and the attend
ance at Sunday services was better than for the past few years. The 
church was without a pastor for some months after K. C. Roul left to 
take up the pastorate at Nimpura, and the other candidates who were 
called also decided on the city churches of Jamshedpur and Kharagpur, 
where the salary is higher. At present we have secured the services of 
Rev. D. D. Tarafdar, a retired man, formerly pastor of the Midnapore 
church, as an interim pastor. A  group of young laymen have formed a 
study group to learn how they may better serve the c h u r c h  and 
community.

Much of our time goes into thé routine of mission station adminis
tration, accounts, care of property, and meeting the needs of the endless
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stream of people who come to our door : preachers, Bible women and other 
workers for conference and advice: boys with wounds to be bound up or 
to get ice for someone who has fever; the sick to be taken to the hospital 
and later visited there; children for picture cards, magazines or what 
have you; the needy for food, clothing or money (the last in greatest 
demand but least readily given). We have been glad to receive a 
number of C A R E  food packages sent by churches in America. Some of 
them came just at the time of greatest need before the harvest, and help
ed to tide several starving families over that critical period. The 
powdered milk is always most helpful for children, the sick and nursing 
mothers, as pure milk is so hard to get here.

Then there are the orphans and other dependent boarders who look 
to Alice as “ mama "  for all their wants. Several specifics have been 
received to help keep these boys in school, since the regular appropriation 
for the purpose is being reduced by lo per cent annually in the name of 
increasing “ self support

IV. The High and Technical School is still considered our major 
job, although we can give it only a fraction of our time these days. The 
high school section is not making much progress these days on account 
of our neglect and the want of a strong Christian staff. It is, however, 
still a good school, by local standards, as the results in University examina
tions are above the average. Eight students passed the Matriculation 
examination this year, two of them Christian. Both the Christian boys 
have gone on for higher education, one to Balasore College, and the 
other to the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur.

Fortunately, the Technical School has astrong Christian stafr headed 
by Mr. K. C. Mahapatra, who has been the superintendent for the past 
28 years. The school keeps progressing, whether the missionary attends 
or not. During the past year one student passed the technical diploma 
course and 13 the artisan certificate course. Thirteen commercial students
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took typewriting certificates and 9 shorthand certificates. In spite of the 
large amount of reported unemloyment in the country, our students have 
little difficulty getting jobs. In fact, two boys left school without complet- 

' ing their courses, to join in the Proof and Experiment workshop.

Twenty-six new students were admitted in Ju ly  and nineteen of 
them completed the first semester, making the enrolment the highest of 
any year since the war. Forty of 60 full time students are Christians. 
Many who are not Christians learn to live like Christians while they are 
in school, and during the year one boy who had just passed from the 
school was baptized. He had come from a Hindu family, but was brought 
up in the Bhimporfe orphanage.

The curriculum of the technical diploma course is being revised so 
that the first two and a half years will cover all of the technical matricula* 
tion syllabus, and students may take the University examinations if they 
wish. The remaining two and a half years work will then be of college 
grade. One student, Sisir Behera, did pass the Technical Matriculation 
e x a m i n a t i o n  of ihe Utkal University this year, and another is admitted to 
the examination for 1954.

The financial results of the workshop have been good. After a loss 
of Rs. 4,000 in the last half of 1952, due to the general depression, we made 
a net profit of Rs. 6,000 during the first half of 1953—a net profit of 
Rs. 2,000 for the year ending June 30, 1953. The report for the last half 
of 1953 is not yet ready but the shop has been full of work all the year 
and there is reason to believe that we will at least break even. During the 
year we were able to instal Rs. 5,000 worth of new equipment, mostly 
portable power tools, hand tools, and electrical instruments. We hope to 
have our new building ready to occupy by the beginning of the next term 
in July, 1954- T h is is all to thelp us train more boys to better workers 
forthe church and the community.
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AN EASY ADJUSTMENT
S u s a n n e  P o w e r s

W|iere is the hot, damp climate of India ?—coming quickly I fear. 
Since my arrival in Balasore amid singing and garlands on October 12, 
the weather has been very enjoyable. However, the hot season, followed 
by the rainy season, is-near.

Having met almost all of the missionaries in this “  small ”  mission 
field, I thank God for the privilege of working with such co-operative, 
consecrated Christians. Our field is considered “ small ”  not because of 
the amount of work, which is vast, but because of the number of 
missionaries.

Friendships with the Indian people also have helped me to become 
quickly adjusted to this new environment. Many of the Indians speak 
some English as it is a required subject in the schools. Hindu, Moslem, 
and Parsi, as well as Christian show a real friendliness toward us mission* 
aries. Only a minority of people in this multilingual area are Christian. 
It's a joy to be here where the work is so evident.

The greatest thrill, of course, is meeting those who recently have 
become Christian. One man for 24 years had travelled with several 
religious men seeking peace. Now with the peace and joy of Jesus, he is 
living with his new Christian wife in his own village, which otherwise is 
entirely Hindu, witnessing for the Lord Jesus.

One zealous young Christian, whose family is very antagonistic to
ward Christianity, is studying for the ministry. It’s Rathin’s desire and 
belief that all of India will come to bow at the feet of Jesus. “  When 
Jesus heard it, he fnarvelled...Verily I say unto you I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel, and I say unto you, that many shall come 
from the east and west, and shall sit down...in the kingdom of heaven. ”
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In January, at the death of Gladstone Koppole, a leading pastor in 
this area, his wife woke their ten-year old son to tell h im ," Daddy's gone ; 
Daddy’s gone. ”  Little Victor put his arms around his mother and 
said, “  Yes, but we’ ll see him again. "  What a wonderful joy and hope 
in Christ we must share with others throughout this area and throughout 
the world; What an all-sufficient Savior is Jesus.

G   *

REFLECTIONS ON TIMES PAST
H e r b e r t  H o w s o n

Mofussil ? You mean you’ve never heard of Mofussil ? Well, it 
usually refers to the country-side or village area but in a sense, it's a 
magic word. How is it magic ? When I hear the word '* mofussil "  it 
conjures up a whole series of scences and experiences connected with this 
past cold-season touring.

I think of cool moon-lit nights camping out under a huge banyan 
tree that also gives a blessed shade from noonday heat. I think of the 
curious-eyed circle of children and adults which surround the camp at all 
hours of the day and night. I remember how they grinned in apprecia
tion when I fell over a tent peg. I ’m reminded of the pastors preaching 
in the haat or village market, where the crowds gather in various stages of 
interest, indifference and even in violent opposition. Then I think of the 
meals we shared together with the pastors and Bible-women ; thefragrant, 
steaming rice and curry with the occasional tiny glassy eye of a fish 
peering up in invitation from the banana-leaf plate. *Bujt, best of all, 
when I hear "  mofussil,?’ I think of those who have heard with joy and 
have received the message of reconciliation.

18



Almost daily there, comes a.new and .interesting experience as we live 
among our Indian neighbours. The past year has been full and rich as 
we have seen many phases of the new and growing India. But there is 
still that about the old India that can catch and hold one’s interest. The 
past summer we counted ourselves fortunate to be able to escape from the 
heat of the plains to the Simla Hills of northern India. There at that 
time the East Punjab Government had it's capital, since removed to their 
new location at Chandigarh. The hill people and especially the 
Punjabis were a new and interesting change from the people of the 
plains. On our way back to Balasore we descended from the 7,500' level 
of old Simla to the steaming heat of New Delhi. There in the House of 
the People we saw and heard some of the prominent 'men of Indian 
affairs. Both Mr. Nehru and Dr. Katju were in attendance. Continuing 
on to Agra, the Taj Mahal met all our expectations. This part of old 
India has remained, thus far, untouched by the New Era.

Christmas time brought much joy and thoughts of home as we 
in Balasore celebrated together the birth of Christ and all that He holds 
for the world. Visiting our British Baptist friends at New Year’s gave 
us an opportunity to see great Hirakud Dam project with all its seething 
activity of nearly 30,000 workers and quantities of up-to-date machinery. 
Here, new India works at the task of reclamation.

The past twelve months has brought us many new experiences, new 
friends, new places ; but here and there a rough spot or two to renew the 
sense of reality. Not the least of these “ spots”  was our first year 
language examination. This brought some joy and a little sorrow. 
Language study seems to be like death and taxes—-always with us!

Our hopes for 1954 are high in the light of some advances which 
have been made. The Spirit of God has moved in the hearts of men 
and women and once again His Word has 41 not returned void.”  May 
you continue to share with us in your prayers, our day by day experience 
here in-India. —
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BACK TO THE JOB
W. C. O s g o o d

For us 1953 began on a freighter steaming along the coast of Ceylon, 
nearing Colombo harbor. What a welcome we had back to the old tasks 
and many new ones as we arrived in Hatigarh ten or twelve days later. 
As one looks back over the year, one sees many high points in the various 
activities: the Teachers' Convention in Midnapore, the Half-Yearly 
Meeting in Gengtaboni, the Eight Churches Women's Meeting at 
Amdiha, our annual church convention at Ujurda, the Young People’s 
Institute at Hatigarh, the Preachers’ Retreat at Jaleswar, and a score of 
other meetings for Bible study and counsel and prayer.

Probably the most satisfying part of the year’s occupations had to 
do with the hours spent in prayer and Bible study with individuals and 
groups, particularly with inquirers, several of whom confessed Christ in 
baptism. The courage this takes for the isolated individual is illustrat
ed for us again and again by the persecution through which they pass, 
and by the many who turn away sorrowful, unwilling to pay the price-

It has been joy on a few dozen occasions to be able to use the 
audio-visual equipment which you friends so generously supplied. With its 
help many groups of varied races have heard the message of God’s loving 
provision for our salvation and others have been built up in the faith and 
in their.knowledge of the'^scripture. More than 20,000 have been reached 
in this way. Our chief problems have had to do with finding time and 
workers to follow up effectively the contacts made; for it takes a long and 
concentrated period of teaching to bring most to the point where they are 
willing to follow Him. Even after they come out as open disciples there 
is the problem of caring for these new Christians in their scattered homes. 
Contacts are limited by the distance* and hours of work, migratory habits
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(such as following the harvest), and by the fact of many cases of 
illiteracy.

Some advances have been made in property improvement during 
the year. Bansaboni and Rangian churches both have permanent roofs 
to replace their thatch ones. Hatigarh church has recently completed 
major repairs. Several thousand r upees, raised locally over a period 
of several years, in addition to substantial help from abroad, have 
cared for these repairs. The craft building of the M.E. School at 
Hatigarh, the doctor’s house and one of the boarding buildings, also in 
Hatigarh, have received permanent roofs. The girls’ boarding building 
burned out, and it was necessary to transfer the girls to the Balasore 
boarding. A property "  sirdar ”  who is also a mason, and a clerk were 
added to the staff at Hatigarh, and have lightened the burden in several 
directions.

Some progress has been made in turning over to government, in 
conjunction with the local people, the responsibility for certain school 
projects. Just how satisfactorily this will work has yet to be seen but it 
will relieve me of a little supervisory responsibility.

The progress in the leper work in the past year is measured only in 
part by the fact that 23 persons have been declared symptom free. Many 
others among the 270 treated are improved, and that adds to the joy in 
that work. Effort is being made to secure a site separate from the colony 
to re-settle those who should not be living there, but cannot yet return to 
their homes, although they are no longer a danger to anyone. The leper 
church has grown by nine members, and continues to be a source of joy 
and inspiration. Despite poverty, illness, and the ostracism from home 
and friends that continues to be their lot, their cheer, constant thanks« 
giving and joy in the Lord is thrilling to share.
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I am thrilled by the beginning of the rural medical evangelistic 
centers, with one established at Salgodia, and the securing of materials 
for building at Panchkhania. We have under appointment for Bengal- 
Orissa a doctor and nurse who will specialize in rural health and preven
tive medicine. Of the nine centers contemplated for the whole area, we 
have staff for two.

Four books and tracts have been added to the meagre list of those 
available in Oriya and Bengali. I have had a  part in the preparation 
and publication of these.

Participation in hostel prayers, teachers’ prayer meetings, leading a 
weekly Bible study for young men, periodic Bible studies for the evangel
istic workers—all have brought rich satisfactions. The days and weeks 
spent in accounts, committee meetings, correspondence and varied 
administrative tasks have largely been begrudged, yet seem a necessary 
part of any year’s work. The times spent out in the villages in the effort 
to strengthen the church, inspire and lead them in evangelistic outreach 
and to win back some who, having put their hand to the plow have turned 
back, delight one’s heart. Yet with over 2,000 villages in our immediate 
bailiwick, Jane and I get into all too few in the course of a year. Jane's 
Santali Sunday School of 40 youngsters is thriving.

• The small group from Hatigarh area who are away in college, high 
school, teacher training and the like, give promise of future leadership. 
Some 35 young people who have passed through our schools in recent 
years, are going to various technical and other training schools. We are 
deeply concerned with the problem of getting some of these better trained 
folks back to the service of rural India and its rural church. It is so 
much easier for them to settle into some employment in the towns.

Counting those who were baptized January 3, 1954, 35 were baptized 
in our immediate area during the past year. Small as this number is, it
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represents about 5.4 per cent increase, and is approximately three times 
the record of the previous year. One-third of those were from non- 
Christian backgrounds, and provide an entering wedge for the gospel in 
several new villages.

As I write, we have 24 missionaries in Bengal-Orissa, for the first 
time in a number of years. Five of those have yet to do language study. 
Yet, in an area where there are 6,50,000 souls, what are they ? Gideon’s 
300, with God, were sufficient. Surely as we seek to go deeper spiritually, 
and pray for revival and the raising up of adequate lay leadership in His 
Church the impossible becomes possible, and His is the glory of it all.

We covet your prayers for our program of leadership and 
stewardship training, for these new Christians, for revival in the churches, f  
for a real movement to Christ in the villages, for God’s intervention in 
holding open the doors needed for mission and church work.

JOY AND SORROW INTERMINGLED
L i l l i a n  B r u e c k m a n n

Nineteen hundred fifty-three has brought all that a year tan hold of 
thanksgiving, problems, rejoicing, disappointments, encouragement, and 
hope for the future. In this year I have found cause for thanksgiving for 
stalwart Christian co-workers ; all the problems and joys experienced in a 
family with five growing children ; disappointments caused by one’s own 
inadequacies and the failures of one’s fellow Christians ; rejoicing over 
individual souls reborn into the Kingdom of God ; encouragement from 
Christian friends in the homeland and on the field ; hope for a glorious 
future in the Kingdom of God based upon God’s never-failing promises.
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Leaving one’s own family in America to come to the mission field, 
one finds the family circle has only become enlarged. With my family 
of five little ones have come the joys and sorrows which are experienced 
in a growing family. It is a joy to see the lives of those children molded 
by the spirit and love of Jesus Christ. At Christmas time they experi
enced the joy of sharing the Christmas message with their parents and 
friends at the leper colony by preparing a Christmas program for them 
and distributing gifts. This was their first visit to the colony during the 
two years since they had been taken from there. Anandini, who mothers 
these children, became seriously ill with heart trouble but the Lord has 
wonderfully restored her to health. During the past year two orphan 
girls, for whom I have been responsible, were happily married. And 
so the family circle grows.

During the year there have been many meetings to attend. The 
theme of the women’s meeting of the eight churches in Hatigarh area was 
“ Christian Unity." In the retreat for pastors'wives and Bible women 
we considered our responsibilities as witnesses for Christ. The women’s 
conference for our entire field, which was held in Bhimpore, brought rich 
fellowship and inspiration to all who attended. The young people’s 
institute, formerly held at Chandipore, was held in Hatigarh for the first 
time. The young people were unanimous in their desire to hold future 
institutes in Hatigarh.

Special prayer and emphasis was given to the need for a spiritual 
cleansing and revival among oilf* churches in Hatigarh area. Workers 
from outside the area were invited to help the local pastors in home 
visitation and special meetings. Much prayer is needed for the spiritual 
strengthening of our pastors and churches.

With the prospect of a missionary doctor and nurse to join our staff 
in 1954, plans have been begun for a program of medical-evangeiism 
through Christian centers, to be established in nine outlying villages. 
During the year one Indian nurse has joined our staff and is working with



two Bible women in Salgadia. Much prayer is needed for an enlarged 
staff of truly consecrated Christian nurses, Bible women and evangelists 
who will carry the gospel message to the many villages where salvation 
in Christ is yet unknown.

The greatest joy experienced during the past year has come while 
carrying the gospel message to non-Christians in Hindu, Muslim, and 
Santal villages. Baptisms have been few but the five who have come from 
Hinduism and followed Christ in baptism have been cause for rejoicing. 
May the new year find us faithful in sowing the seed and bringing in the 
harvest.

MIDNAPORE GIRLS’ SCHOOL
R u t h  D a n i e l s

The maximum enrolment in 1̂ 953 was 510, of which 10 per cent were 
irom Christian homes. Twenty-seven out of 28 girls passed the School 
Final Examination, formerly called Matriculation^ Many were refused 
admission for lack of room. As the Primary School grew in numbers, 
a member was added to the staff, making a total of 1 7 teachers, of which 
16 are women, 7 are graduates and 1 1 are Christians.

Miss Mookherji, our Headmistress, went on leave to America from 
January I, 1953, and all this year I have been acting as substitute, dis
covering day by day, problem by problem, what a difficult task Miss
Mookherji had and how invaluable her service is. We look forward to her 
return in 1954» The teachers all showed a spirit of co-operation and
loyalty, carrying out their duties willingly and with initiative. Two
teachers took leave for further study from July and though it caused some 
anxiety at first about filling the posts with qualified Christian teachers, we 
thanked God that we were able to do so. One graduate teacher returned 
from training course in June, making four trained graduates on the staff.
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We were glad for Rs. 1,900 Government Grant, though it did not clear 
•our deficit. In addition to this the Gov’t gives a grant for dearness 
allowance.

Raising money for a new bus has been one of our projects for 
several years. Both of our buses require replacement but we are working 
toward one at least. On March 7 we gave a sale and the very hard work 
on part of teachers and students was rewarded by Rs. 700 in proceeds 
besides a special gift of Rs. 500 from the local Raja who has a daughter 
in our school. Although the teachers were dead tired that evening, their 
reaction when the proceeds were counted was, “  When do we do it 
again ?" The various gifts from time to time have totalled half of the 
total required.

One of our girls won first prize in a story competition set up by a 
4ibrary in another town.

The second Annual Teachers’ Convention for our field was held in 
Midnapore in February, with our teachers as hostesses. In April we had 
a spiritual emphasis week in school. At the opening session after summer 
vacation, the teachers had a brief prayer retreat. The teachers have a 
weekly Bible Study and prayer meeting. At school ail girls attend chapel 
and regular Bible classes.

There were 60 girls in the boarding which was the limit of our 
capacity and we refused many others admission. The rate of boarding 
fee charged Rs. 18, seems high to poor Christian villagers, though the 
fact that increasingly they are all paying full fees indicates their rising 
economic status, but to well-to-do Hindus, who know the rates charged 
in other hostels, this rate seems ridiculously low and I have overheard, 
41 Is it really a good boarding, they charge so little V* However, by the 
careful management of our matron, we have enough out of those charges 
to pay for good food, services of matron and necessary employees, electric
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lights, repairs and taxes, furniture and some medicines. Miss Dey is 
excellent in discipline and in care for health, while her deep desire is to 
win all to the knowlege of Christ. We were very thankful to have a share 
in the joy over the baptism of a Bhimpore orphanage Mohammedan girl, 
as she had been in our H.S. and boarding for over a year and the final 
difficult steps in her decision were influenced by the prayers of our girls, 
the matron and teachers. Besides the morning and evening prayers in 
the hostel, attended by all, there were two weekly volunteer prayer 
groups.

The Hindu mother of a girl in our school said to a Christian 
neighbor, “  1 don't know what to do with my daughter, she only wants to 
tell stories of Jesus when she is home from school ?" Two men came to 
ask for a place in hostel for a girl—Hindu. They asked about rates and 
rules. When they asked about our rules for worship, they said, u Is it 
true that when Hindu pirls leave here, they do not have much interest 
in Gita and Puran (Hindu scriptures) ?”

Our little village center at Bhallukonia has been carried on faithfully 
by the two Bible women. A weekly Bible class for older boys was 
carried on part of the year by a few teachers and girls from our school 
and from September by our school bus driver. One of those boys, son 
of the village headman, said recently, Is it true that our “  Guruma ” — 
meaning Mrs. Sarala Hansdah at the Center—is going to retire ? What 
will happen there then 1 ”  He has shown a desire to follow in the Christ 
Way by attending Young People’s Conference in Bhimpore and this 
Bible Class, helping with the school and their Christmas program. He 
is this near to the Way because of the faithful and sincere witness of 
Mrs. Hansdah and we hope she may have her time extended another 
year.
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KEEPER OF THE DOOR
E l s i e  M. K i t t l i t z

A door keeper ? Guides and door keepers are placed in famous 
buildings to be helpful to strangers. Are we, the Keepers of the Door of 
the Gospel—a humble place, but oh how strategic !—the helpful guides 
we should be ? A door keeper in a public building may think he has a 
thankless job. What compensations, however, are ours !

The wonderful fellowship of prayer in times of sorrow and 
perplexity.

Office routine and administration brightened when an official, father 
of two girls in our Mission Girls’ High School, came to ask for comfort 
at the death of his son, a promising young man who had just received his 
B.Sc. degree. “  Where can I learn about a life after death ? I ’ve read 
many books, but find no help.”  Where else but in the Bible, and in books 
written by those who love the Lord, and have received his comfort ? We 
opened the door of the church to him, by invitation, and he accepted. 
Shortly afterwards, he was transferred, and I know not whether he entered 
the door of Salvation, but he cannot be transferred beyond the power of 
the Lord,

Hostel girls seriously writing New Year’s letters to themselves, 
recording their aims and hopes ; then months later measuring victory or 
defeat as they opened the notes in prayerful quiet. Several reached their 
decision to follow the Lord in baptism during that time of self-examina
tion, opening the doors of their hearts to His knock of love.

A  fine new door keeper came among us Ju ly i, in our consecrated 
new headmistress. The fine spirit among the teachers continues under 
her leadership, as we try to open doors of knowledge, opportunity and 
service, and to faith in Jesus to our high school students, trying to set 
their feet and those of the younger girls on the path toward the Door— 
Jesus, who said, “  I am the door. . . ”
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Students saying, “  I like Christians and I like Jesus," “  Just who 
is Jesus?”

Teachers voluntarily asking for Bible study and prayer time together. 
I had suggested this long ago, but time suitable to all seemed the hind
rance. Pray that we may each enter into the Riches beyond the door of 
the Word. They want to begin with a study of Isaiah.

“  I would rather be a door keeper in the house of the Lord- . —the 
greatest joy and satisfaction life offers.

BEGINNINGS
G e r t r u d e  V .  B r o x

This second year in India has been full of a lot of “  first ”  experi
ences and beginnings that have seemed significant in what I hope will be 
the long story of things that happen to me in India. The whole year has 
been characterized by a growing feeling of peace and quiet joy and “  at- 
homeness ”  that I wish I could share with you all.

Perhaps the most exciting of these was the month that I spent trying 
to manage a school and orphanage, while Hazel Smith went on vacation. 
During a part of that time I was the only missionary in the station. It 
was during that period that we had a minor epidemic of bacillary dysentery 
(minor in the number affected, but major in the degree of illness of some 
of the patients). Everything seemed to happen at once, with illness all 
around and someone always wanting something that I didn’t know any
thing about. ' But the experience was rich in fellowship with fellow 
Christians, and in the new friends that I made. From it came an 
appreciation that has continued to grow of the worthfulness of some of 
the people I see every day.
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The experience that has produced the greatest feeling of accomplish
ment and being out of jail is the successful completion of all formal 
language study. (That is, the required study. Now, as all my teachers 
patiently tell me, I'm ready to learn Bengali.)

This past year I have attended the annual church conference for our 
entire mission, the half-yearly meeting, the woman’s conference and the 
youth institute and have had the privilege of visiting some of the village 
work of missions some distance from our own. This latter opened up some 
new insights and provided material for new ideas for our own work.

The beginning came when language study was finished and work 
assignment was made. These two events coincided with my birthday, 
and were recognized in a very special way. Hazel Smith invited a few 
teachers, the Bible woman, the nurse and others with whom I have had 
some special contact, and we sat down together for a brief consecration 
service. The young woman who has been one of my language teachers 
read the story of Isaiah’s call, and one of Paul’s prayers for the church. 
Then the Bible woman and the nurse each led in prayer. Some of the 
group pointed out the significance of all these “  beginnings ”  and then 
we had tea together.

Now that Naomi Knapp has returned I am beginning to find a bit 
of a place in that work—what it means to work as an evangelist in the 
Santal-Kora field. We will be sitting down in a few days with the pastors 
from that area to make some plans for the work, and in the meantime 
there is much to learn, and many people with whom I must become 
acquainted. But the peace and quiet joy that has characterized so much 
of the year has been climaxed and deepened in the experiences of the past 
weeks.
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THE ROVER HAS COME
C. L . K au

I was really startled when one of the men from the Technical School 
came in with the railway receipt for the car which the mission ordered for 
us last May. The company was certain that they could supply us 
immediately with four-wheel drive Land Rover out of their next shipment- 
This they did not do. This car is the English postwar version of the jeep, 
with an all metal body and trailer. We have reminded them repeatedly 
and have received only empty promises.

On the last Friday of September, I saw them again about the car.
I was not at all optimistic about their assurances that they were unloading 
and assembling a shipment of cars and they would let us have one out of 
this lot. The next day Mr. Gilson urged them to make immediate 
delivery, so on Monday we were really surprised that it had arrived. W e 
were quite disturbed when I found that it didn’t have the metal top and 
no trailer or back seats. In a few days the company explained that they 
had shipped it immediately, without fitting the top or seats because they 
were afraid the government would requisition the car, as they had been 
doing for the past several months.

The trailer has now arrived and we expect the top to come soon. 
This will be a real help in the coming months to reach distant villages 
with the Word of Life. We deeply appreciate the part which several 
churches have taken in providing the funds for this car. It will always be 
a fine reminder of their interest in the Lord's work out here.

Editor’s note : This article was written by Mr. Kau last October, 
but reached us too late for that issue of T ID IN G S. Since it was written, 
all the parts of the Land Rover have been received and put to their 
proper use.

A  S a in t  g o e s  H o m e

On January 2, 1954, Rev. Gladstone Koppole, pastor of the Union 
Church in Khargpur, died as the result of a heart attack. He had been
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in the hospital for about two weeks, following a severe attack of coronary 
thrombosis. He had improved greatly, and was to go home the next 
•day. In the late evening a second attack took his life, in less than an hour. 
He is survived by his widow, and two children. We miss the richness of 
his fellowship, even while we rejoice in his being with the Lord.

The next issue of T ID IN G S  will contain more information about 
Rev. Koppole.

YOUNG PEOPLE MAKE DECISIONS
H a z e l  E. S m i t h

It is hard to know where to begin the record of a year which has 
contained so much, Just a year ago, on February 28th, I landed in 
Bombay, returning to India for my third term of service. We left winter 
behind in New York and London, and found Spring in full bloom in 
Bombay, with the lovely reds and oranges of the flowering trees heralding 
the imminent arrival of the hot season. It had been my good fortune to 
see Miss Knapp and Miss Mukherji in London. They were enroute to 
the States, and gave me the latest news of Bhimpore and Bengal. But 
even with such preparation, and the fact that Bhimpore had seemed like 
home iust eighteen months before, a time was needed to readjust thoughts 
and mind to the work here, after the very different kind of life at home in 
America. I am grateful for the fellowship and the many happy experi
ences provided by my furlough.

The first month back in Bhimpore went by mostly with unpacking, 
seeing old friends, and helping Miss Hill wherever possible. Then 
responsibility for work began, and Miss Hill began completing her 
arrangements for sailing. When she listed all the different kinds of 
things for which she had been responsible, and which would henceforth
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be my job, I wondered how any one person could manage it. Es
pecially the accounts, which seemed to me endless in extent and very 
complicated. But she assured me that I would eventually understand 
them, and now after a year it seems she was at least partially right!

We urged Miss Hill to wait for 'furlough until the last unit, the 
auditorium, of our new school building was finished. At that time we 
optimistically expected it to be completed within a few months. But then 
came more delays in securing permits for cement, with the result that the 
hall is still uncompleted. We are now in another one of the waiting 
periods, with the hope that the building will be finished within a month 
after more cement is available, It is now a year since work on this small 
building first began ! Supervision of any construction work m India 
tends to develop patience, if one can learn the lesson !

When the hall is finished we shall have a fine looking school build
ing, of three adjoining units, in the shape of a U. The two arms consist 
of three classrooms each, joined by the auditorium, This will house the 
Junior High School section of our Girls’ School. The money for these 
three units was given by friends in America. Though the Girls’ School 
in Bhimpore has been in existence for over forty years, it had never 
before been adequately housed. The girls and teachers are very proud 
of their new building, and it really is very convenient as well as attractive 
in appearance.

Early in May Miss Hill left Bhimpore, after over thirty years of 
service here. There were many farewell dinners and programs and gifts, 
all in attempts to express the gratitude of Bhimpore village folk, school 
girls and boys, and her own large family of orphans to whom she had been 
“ mother”  and guardian. From their own savings the orphanage girls 
chartered a bus to the station twenty miles away, for their last glimpse of 

 ̂Boro Ma.”  Since her departure we have all missed her very much in-, 
deed, and there are many evidences of the permanance of the work which
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she accomplished. We know that the effects of her life cannot be measur
ed, and will tell for good even for generations to come.

The Girls' School which Grace saw grow from the days when there 
was no woman teacher sufficiently trained to be headmistress, until the 
present time when all of the full-time teachers are former pupils of the 
school and all well trained, ways to see another change shortly after her 
departure. An order came from the District Inspectress of Schools that the 
head of the school should have a college degree. Phulmoni Murtnu was 
headmistress, but had completed only two years of college. So the school 
gave her two years' leave of absence, and she left in July to became a 
college girl again. Who was to take her place ? Her quiet friend 
Amala, who had just the year before joined our staff, was the best quali
fied and so was appointed as Acting Headmistress. Since assuming the 
responsibility she has shown unexpected qualities of leadership and effici
ency. She has finished two years of college, and will probably take her 
last two years after Phulmoni returns. We are fortunate to have such fine 
girls on our staff. In fact the Christian women, some of them mothers of 
families and some single girls, who make up our staff, are a group to be 
proud of and one with whom it is a joy to work.

We were very pleased that one of our Santal school girls, Champo- 
kolika Murmu was accepted into Vellore Nurses’ Training School in July. 
She comes from a simple village home, and I am always amazed at how 
the girls from this relatively primitive background fit so quickly into the 
life of a modern hospital, and even take all their studies in the English 
language ! Another of our girls is studying at Gauhati Mission Hospital, 
and another at a London Mission Society Hospital in Bengal. We are 
proud of the progress made by Aloka Marendy, who is now in the third 
year of the medical course at Vellore. We request your prayers for all 
of these girls, that they will continue to develop in their Christian live»
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and be led on completion of their training to just the place of usefulness 
He has for them.

At the beginning of the new school year in January we began an 
experiment, a new class in domestic science for the older girls. We were 
fortunate to secure Aloka’s mother (everyone calls her that instead of Mrs, 
Marendy) as teacher of the class. The eleven girls in the class are learn
ing child care, home hygiene, cooking, Bible, first aid, sewing, and many 
of the arts and skills needed in village living, They have an attractive 
thatch-roofed house as their practice cottage, and all seem to be enjoying 
the work very much. One of the aims of the class is to prepare for 
marriage, and already the aim is beginning to bear fruit in that we have 
had offers of marriage for three of them.

This annual report could really be made to sound like the report of 
a matrimonial agency, and the sub-topics of the report could be as follows: 
(i) the candidates, (2) the opportunities and difficulties, and (3) the achieve
ments. One of the reasons for this is that so many of the “  little orphans" 
whom I left in 1951 are now grown up. The legal age for marriage of 
girls in India is 16, and those who are not expecting to complete high 
school or take special vocational training expect to be married sbon after 
reaching this age. Our problem as guardian is how to secure suitable 
husbands for them, since marriages are still usually arranged by families, 
and yet it is not the custom for the mother to seem to be openly in the 
market for a husband for her daughter ! This problem is difficult enough 
for the mother of one or two, so you can imagine the complexity of it 
when the number of marriageable daughters approaches twenty, with 
more growing up all the time I

A few months' ago it actually was an object of prayer at the teachers’ 
weekly prayer meeting, that we find husbands for our grown-up orphan 
girls. Just this morning I came upon a laughing group of teachers who
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reminded me that our prayers are being answered! For within the last year 
we have had three weddings, one engagement, and there are about four 
other engagements pending. We pray that these girls will make really 
fine Christian homes. It is an awesome responsibility, this making ol 
marriage arrangements for these fine girls, and we constantly ask for His 
guidance and wisdom as such important decisions are made.

Last weekend Miss Brox and I had the privilege of visiting in the 
home of Mukti, the orphan girl who was married just before Christmas. 
It was a joy to see how husband and wife helped each other in the work, 
and how happy they are together. If all marriages we arrange turn out 
as happily we shall be very fortunate indeed.

This has been a year of victory in decisions for Christ among the 
young people of the village and the orphanage. Some have made decisions 
who cannot yet be baptized because of the legal barrier of age. But of 
the orphanage children who have reached the age of eighteen, five were 
baptized at Easter and three late in February. Each individual case con
tains a record of struggle, and testing, and decision, and each would make 
thrilling story in itself. Let me tell just one of them.

There had been a childhood romance between Badal and Subasinr. 
Both were from Hindu homes, and lived in the Bhimpore orphanage 
since they lost their parents in the Bengal famine of 1943, When Badal 
grew up he wanted to go into business for himself, to open a small store, 
or to engage in some sort of selling. The small village of Bhimpore did not 
seem to satisfy him, so he got a job with a distant relative in his former 
home area. He asked for Subasini in marriage. It nearly broke our 
hearts to have to consent to their having a wedding according to non- 
Christian rites, but it was the only thing possible as neither had 'really 
become Christians, though both had had ? great deal of Christian 
teaching here.
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They made their home in a Hindu village, and we heard little of 
them for some months. Then came a special messenger, a former 
orphanage boy, saying that Subasini was very ill, and Badal wanted us 
to bring her here. Probha, our faithful orphanage nurse went in the 
car, with her son Boren as driver; found them, and brought them both 
back, with all their meagre possessions ! Probha nursed Subasini back to 
health, and Badal found work almost immediately. The happy ending— 
or beginning—of the story is that yesterday Badal and Subasini followed 
Christ in baptism, after having convinced the church committee of the 
reality of their faith land their desire to be His disciples. Now they begin 
their life as a Christian family. We ask your prayers for them, and for 
all His new followers here, who need guidance in their Christian lives.

As we look to the future, we ask you to join us in prayer for a deepen
ing of spiritual life in all the homes and in the church in Bhimpore. W e 
need wisdom to so guide the program of our institutions that all work will 
increasingly be related to the church and will result in the growth and 
strengthening of the church here. To this task we would dedicate our 
efforts in the coming year.

Printed and published by Rev. B. Pradhan at the Orissa Mission Press, 
Cuttack, for Miss Gertrude Brox, Bhimpore, W. Bengal, India..
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