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ANNUAL REPORT NUMBER

L A U N C H I N G  I N T O  T H E  DEEP

B u r t  a n d  Pa t  W e id m a n

On the morning of March 9, 1960, we were just going out 
the front gate in our jeep when the bus came in from the direc
tion of Sarenga and a man handed us a letter. When I opened 
the letter, I read that Rev. Jotish Kiskii, our pastor, had died 
while under treatment for T.B. at the British Methodist hospital 
in Sarenga, twenty-eight miles away. While the Church 
secretary and the young men saw to the preparations for the 
funeral and the burial, with sad hearts I and one of the young 
men of the Church drove to Sarenga to pick up the body of our 
beloved pastor and to bring back those members of the family 
who had been there with him during the last days of vigil. 
Just two days previous to his death, I had been at his bedside 
and before kneeling to pray for him and the Bhimpore situation, 
I heard him say in a strong and steady voice in spite of his weak
ness; ‘Everything is all right now and everything will be all 
right in Bhimpore’.

When I first came to Bhimpore, it seemed like such a wonderful 
place. Then, just before the Roadarmels left for Midnapore, 
I began to be exposed to the human nature from which we all 
need to be saved by Christ. Still, as we faced one heartbreak 
after another in the Christian family, I was certain of one thing 
—This Church and village will yet praise His name. Yet,, 
when Jotish Babu said those words, we were in the midst of a 
battle to the death with him who tries to bring men to ruin. 
I wondered h'ow Jotish Babu could be so certain and yet since 
that time, God has indeed blest us all with a new sense of direction 
and a willingness to be taught of the Lord in the realm of the 
spirit.



As I have watched God bless this Church and community 
this year, I have wondered why, but not for long because the 
words of John 12:24 soon came to my mind: ‘Truly truly, I 
say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains alone, but if it dies it bears much fruit’. I have a 
feeling that there is an inner conviction in the hearts of the 
Christians in this community that Jotish Kishu, as a good shep
herd, literally gave his life for his sheep. Satan has sifted all 
o f us again and again in this Church and village in 1958-59, but 
God has led us into even deeper waters where by His grace we 
are swimming, but satan does not seem to be a very good swimmer 
in such deep water. We are not laughing, mind you. We still 
have respect for satan’s power to push men into the shallows of 
life and convince them faith is not needed, but he seems to be so 
busy keeping his own head above water that he cannot get hold 
o f as many people as before.

I suppose we all realized we were suddenly in deep water 
when we knew we could not say or think without saying, ‘that 
is the pastor’s job’ . We all faced the fact that it was our job 
and it was a joy to see how each one stepped forward to accept 
responsibility for leadership in the Sunday and mid-week services ̂ 
It was good for me, also, since I had the opportunity of doing 
more preaching, leading communion services and baptismal 
services. My preparation is still in written form, but some fairly 
good spontaneous speaking and praying in Bengali is to be heard 
now and then in the midst of my mistakes. I expect God to 
be patient with me since He called me here. The patience, 
too, of the Christian brothers and sisters is evident and I am 
grateful.

Another sign that we have been surviving in deep water with 
the Lord’s help is the fine response of our young people at the 
Youth Conference this year. Here in Bhimpore, we began 
preparing for the youth conference three weeks in advance with 
an hour of Bible study daily for two weeks and then morning
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work parties of both boys and girls to give them opportunities 
to earn the necessary money for the conference. We had nine
teen boys and twenty-three girls in the work parties. Miss 
Hazel Smith and Mrs Weidman led the girl’s group and I led 
the boy’s group. One day, instead of working along with the 
boys, I sat under a tree and as they worked, I called them over 
individually and we talked about the Lord and His claims. 
When one of our real leaders, a live wire for whom we have been 
praying for two years, said he wanted to go into the ministry, 
it was quite a battle for me to hold back tears of joy. As he 
walked away, I caught a glimpse of the tremendous potential for 
the Lord and His work that was beginning to be realized in that 
young man.

At the youth conference itself, it was a joy to see seventeen 
young people come forward in response to an appeal for leadership 
in the Church and for first decisions. Two girls came forward 
for Bible school training, one boy wanting to go for his B.D., 
one boy for gram sevak work (village teacher in extension work), 
one minister’s son returning from a period of rebellion to God’s 
call and now was willing to listen. It was indeed a holy and 
sacred hour as we heard the testimony of each boy and girl in 
that circle as they indicated their willingness to launch out into 
the deep with Jesus and let their own interests be submerged 
so that they could be used by the master fisherman to catch men.

This past year we have seen advances in every area, and this 
is true in our hostel programme also. We organized a hostel 
council to make provision for more student participation in the 
hostel routine and the spiritual programme. It has been re
warding to see the boys show more initiative in the daily devo
tional period, the regular Saturday evening Bible study period 
and in the enforcement of discipline in the hostel. Although 
personal or individual work with the hostel boys in spiritual 
matters leaves very much to be desired, the general teaching they 
received was good in 1960. In addition to the period for morning
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and evening prayers and the Saturday night Bible study period, 
we had three outside speakers this year. An evangelist from the 
Children’s Special Service Mission held meetings during four 
days stay. The travelling secretary of the India C.E. Union 
spent two days in our midst. And an evangelist from the Bible 
society was here parts of two days. In all cases the response was 
splendid. It was interesting to note the spiritual hunger of 
the adult Christian community when they let it be known that 
they wanted the children’s evangelist to set aside an evening just 
for them and he graciously did so. The Bible Society evangelist 
gave a straight-forward and powerful appeal to Hindu and Christ
ian students alike to accept God’s love in Christ and surrender 
to Him. No Hindu boy or girl can say that they have not heard 
the claims of Christ set forth clearly and simply in the Bhimpore 
schools in 1960. In addition to these messages, over Rs 80 
of Bibles, Testaments and Christian literature was sold to the 
students from the Bible Society van. All had an opportunity 
to see the tremendous outreach of the Christian message through 
the printing and distribution of the Bible in over twelve hundred 
languages.

Although this has been a good year, no boys have come forward 
for baptism. We know we are weak in two areas—personal work 
and specific teaching in preparation for Church membership. 
We shall try to do more in these areas in the year ahead.

In the high school, we have sought to improve our matric pass 
record and improve the qualifications of our staff members 
preparing for the upgrading of this school to a multipurpose 
high school. This has not been easy and there is still need for 
great improvement but with God’s help we are sure it can and 
will be done in His good time, if we are faithful.

I am sure that 1960 has brought to Bhimpore a deepening 
realization of the preciousness of the Christian message and of 
the need to share this message in example and word with all 
who will see and listen. Just as I write these words, by God’s
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grace and goodness, a fine young pastor is on his way here today 
to serve Christ in Bhimpore in the days ahead. When so many 
Churches are without pastors, we take this as a sign that God is 
leading us into still deeper waters where we shall be hearing his 
command, ‘Let down your nets’ . We pray that we may be 
faithful and have that kind of discipline and obedience that He 
can bless with much fruit. We look forward to a grand year in 
1961 in Bhimpore.

‘ H E R E  I A M !  USE M E ’

R e v . S u s h il  K u m a r  B epari

God has called me to bear the major responsibility of the 
Christian Service Society of the Bengal-Orissa-Bihar Baptist 
Convention as its Executive Officer, after the retirement of 
Rev. R. K. Sahu, my predecessor, and I have answered God, 
saying ‘here I am! use me’ .

I was appointed to this position by the Christian Service 
Society June 1st, 1960. From July 1st, 1959 I had been acting 
as Assistant Executive Officer of the same Society. Prior to 
this I served as pastor of the Hatigarh Church for nearly one 
and a half years, on completion of my B.A. from Serampore 
College and B.D. from Union Biblical Seminary, Yeotmal. 
God called me to this line of service from my old profession as 
a teacher in a Government Aided Middle English and then 
High School at Salgodia, W. Bengal. My first service career 
began as a combatant airman in the Indian Air Force during 
World War II. Through this service God prepared me for the 
self-giving, self-sacrificing service of winning souls for our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

All things work together for good to them that love God 
(Rom. 8:28). Just after my appointment to the post of the
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Executive Officer of the Christian Service Society I was elected 
a delegate to represent the Bengal-Orissa-Bihar Baptist Con
vention in the Baptist World Alliance Congress in Rio de Janeiro. 
My trip all the way through was arranged by Air. I gratefully 
acknowledge that the major portion of my travel, boarding and 
lodging expenses was borne by the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society. But I also received help from the churches 
of our field, from individual friends in India, as well as from the 
generous and kind hearted people of the United States of America. 
On my way to Rio and then on to the United States I was given 
the privilege of visiting Karachi, Beirut, Rome, Geneva, Paris, 
Buenos Aires, Lapaz, Lima, Quito, Panama City, Havana, San 
Jose and on my way back from the States I visited London and 
Zurich. These visits broadened my outlook and gave me an 
insight into the Western way of living and thinking. They also 
helped me to see how effectively Mission work is being carried 
on in those places and what modern methods of evangelism have 
been adopted, to suit the needs of the people and how the Christ
ian work is growing there.

The Baptist World Alliance Congress was an eye opener to 
me in many respects. This was the first time that I realized 
fully the truth that in Christ there is no East or West, North or 
South, Jew or Gentile, Greek or Barbarian, White or Black, 
Male or Female and that Christ is the only way for the redemption 
of mankind. Only Christ can eliminate the fear of war and evil 
which the division of nations into hostile camps and the armament 
race has failed to achieve. This was the greatest fellowship that 
I have ever experienced in a Christian, or non-Christian world. 
Differences of color, language, clothes and divers manners and 
customs all disappeared like a shadow before a light, beneathe 
the Cross of Jesus. We felt that we were akin to one another, 
the children of the same family, the father being the only God, 
the father of Jesus Christ, our Lord. This was the first time 
that I realized that God is actually at work in Communist
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countries and that there are His faithful sons and daughters 
behind the ‘iron curtain’ , bearing the testimony that there is 
universal brotherhood and equality, in the real sense of the term, 
only in Christ. This was also the first time that I saw the impact 
of the United Baptist witness in a country predominantly in
habited by Roman Catholics and non-Christians. The truth 
flashed before my mind’s eye that the days of isolationism 
are gone. United we stand, divided we fall.

My visit to the United States of America has been a great 
blessing to me. I was given the opportunity of attending the 
Ministers and Mission Conferences in Green Lake, Wisconsin, 
where I learned to have a closer walk with God. I was deputed to 
talk on ‘Mission’ to the Junior High Camp at Echolake, Pennsyl
vania; to participate in mission Cavalcade by visiting 30 churches 
in Kansas as a missionary speaker; and to attend the Association 
meetings and visit 9 churches in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
area, in connection with the Stewardship programme. T his 
gave me the opportunity of mixing with young and old ministers, 
lay and youth leaders, and of becoming acquainted with the 
American homes, their food and tastes, manners and customs, 
likes and dislikes. I came to realize that the people of America 
have plenty to eat as well as a surplus. As Christians they want 
to help the poor and backward countries with food, money and 
love gifts but many times their intentions are misinterpreted 
and misunderstood by the outside world. Though the people 
of America as a whole are prosperous they are also religious. 
The churches are alive and missionary minded. They want to 
give for the Lord’s work round the world. I found many 
Churches packed with devoted worshippers on Sundays and 
week days, and in some cases they have their worship services 
in two shifts. The Sunday Schools, young people’s and women’s 
societies are well organized. They have systematic studies of 
God’s word according to age groups. Tithing is preached 
regularly and practiced by many. The church pastors and officers
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are very humble and sociable. The Sunday School in America 
is the workshop for the production of missionaries for home and 
abroad.

I took off from Indian soil June 16th, 1960 and landed again 
on Indian soil October 1st, 1960. My absence from India, 
though very short, made me realize for the first time how much 
I loved India and how eager I became to come back to my 
mother land.

On my return home I took over the responsibility of my work 
from Rev. C. C. Roadarmel who carried the work very efficiently 
in my absence. Our first attempt was to realize in practice the 
dream of our Nekurseni Hospital. In this part of India we have, 
roughly speaking, one doctor for 5,000 people, one nurse for 
16,000 people and one hospital bed for 3,000 people. We 
are glad that the Board has appropriated money for the Doctors’ 
and Nurses’ quarters, store and morgue, kitchen for relatives, 
for electrification, sanitary fittings and water piping. Our 
local churches are urged to rise to their responsibility of contri
buting generously toward this greatly needed project.

Our second effort has been to organize and put into practice 
our rural life programme. We had trained one young man in
B.Sc. (Agri.) to act as director of this programme but to our 
great regret he had left to join Government service. We are 
happy to learn that the Board is planning to send an Agricultural 
Missionary couple to our field.

We have at long last gotten back the hostel building in Kharg- 
pur, from the Public Works Department, which had been taken 
over by Government during World War II. We are planning 
to use this building as a hostel, a Christian Center, a residence for 
Chaplain and office, and a meeting place for the Christian Service 
Society. We need very greatly the services of a qualified Assistant 
Director for Khargpur Christian Center Programme.

We are very sorry to report that one of our outstanding Bible 
students, Sri Singhrai Murmu, is suffering from T.B. We
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are glad that we could send him to Madar Union Sanatorium for 
treatment.

This year we have sent two men and two women to Cuttack 
Bible School for training. We expect to send two other men to 
Yeotmal Bible College next July.

We had more baptisms from among Christian and non- 
Christian homes and school students this year than of recent 
years. We are encouraged to see that after a long stagnation 
our work is growing among non-Christian people in Amdiha- 
Panchkahania area. Please continue to remember the work of 
this area in your prayers.

We rejoice to see signs of real spiritual awakening in our 
Women’s Societies. They have organized more Women’s 
Conferences for Bible study and for educating women folk in 
giving more for the Lord’s work. This past year they raised a 
total sum of Rs 1217.00 from gifts and contributions.

We welcome to our fellowship Miss Maureen Brians who on 
completion of her language study will work among Santal and 
Kora women.

We are very glad to have Dr and Mrs Osgood back in our 
midst after their furlough. Dr Osgood is at present stationed 
at Balasore, serving, in addition to his many other responsibilities, 
as acting Mission Secretary, in the absence of Rev. C. C. Roadar- 
mel who is on furlough. Mrs Osgood is a great help to Dr Osgood 
in doing much of the clerical work for him. She is also a good 
Counsellor in times of need.

We welcome the news of Dr Farnum’s visit to our field in the 
early part of February. We expect to have conferences with 
him on many important field and over-sea issues.

Some of the needs of our field are mentioned in the prayer 
comer of this magazine. Do please remember them in your 
daily prayers.

In conclusion let me mention here a very important incident 
in my life, i.e., my ordination. It took place in the Balasore
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Baptist Church on Sunday, the 8th of January 1961. The 
church was full and the congregation deeply reverent. The 
ordination sermon was preached by Rev. Bhupati K. Sahu, 
charge to candidate given by Dr W. C. Osgood, charge to the 
Church by Rev. Bahadur Kisku, ordination prayer was offered 
by Rev. Jugal K. Hembram and welcome to the ministry was 
accorded by Rev. C. L. Kau. God spoke to me clearly through 
the service saying ‘You are mine, separated for my work’. I 
answered Him saying ‘Here I am! use me’ .

A N S W E R I N G  G O D ’ S C A L L
M au reen  B r ia n s

It was at a Baptist summer youth camp that the Person-to- 
person call regarding my life’s plans came almost 20 years ago. 
‘Yes, I’ll go wherever You want me to go and be what You want 
me to be’, was my reply, and I continued my schooling with new 
incentive and zeal. In the ensuing years there were other Person- 
to-person calls reminding me of our earlier conversation. Interest 
in many things and people had somehow changed my replies to 
‘Wait—I’m busy now’ or ‘I’ll call You back—I have something 
cooking’ but of course, I wasn’t referring to any culinary delight.

Finally, after realizing there could be no real peace and lasting 
joy without full obedience to Christ, I asked to be accepted as 
a missionary under our mission board. Appointment came at 
the American Baptist Convention in Des Moines, 1959. A 
profitable time of study was spent at Kennedy School of Missions 
while waiting for the visa to India. In answer to much prayer, 
the visa was granted and on Sept. 6, 1960, I was aboard the 
S. S. Corfu when she steamed through muddy waters by the 
Gateway to India and tied up in Bombay. Three days later 
many of the Bengal-Orissa missionary family were in Khargpur
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to greet me when the train arrived there. After a warm (‘warm* 
in every sense of the word) welcome, I arrived later the same day 
in Bhimpur. And for the next days and weeks someone of 
some group was welcoming me with beautiful flower garlands 
and krnd words.

Language study began just a few days after arrival and so did 
conferences because the dry season was soon to begin. In 
September I spent a few days visiting in Midnapur then I went 
to Jaleswar to visit our station there and attend the annual Women’s 
Conference. October was a busy month with two conferences 
at Jhargram, the annual Youth Conference and the Jhargram 
Pastors’ Conference, and an evangelistic trip to a village just seven 
miles from Bhimpur, but over an hour’s journey by car . . .  Let 
me tell you how God miraculously opened the door for the 
witness in this village.

It was on a hot Sunday afternoon just after the Women’s 
Conference when we received word from the nurse that a woman 
had been brought here to Bhimpur to her sister-in-law’s house 
from a village seven miles away. She had been bitten by a 
cobra over 24 hours ago. When the rituals and incantations of 
this non-Christian village failed and hope for her life was gone 
she was brought here and our nurse was called. Knowing that 
I was interested in learning what to do for various illnesses, the 
nurse sent word for me to come if I wanted to. I must confess 
that the heat of the day and weariness caused me to hesitate, 
but when the matron of the orphanage girls, my language teacher, 
came to show me the way, I decided I must go. Soon we arrived 
at the home where numerous relatives and onlookers had gathered 
expecting the woman to die. The nurse was busy giving the 
medicine which Burt Weidman had purchased just days before 
for just such an emergency. We fanned the perspiring woman, 
holding her head and encouraging her to inhale medicine while 
the nurse was applying other medicine to the bite. About two 
hours after our arrival the woman began to rally and her pulse
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was almost normal. The nurse assured us she would live— 
an answer to the prayers that we had offered as we watched or 
worked. The family was naturally curious about me—they 
were non-Christian Santals—so I had never seen them before. 
When they were told that I was studying Santali, they smiled 
and said, ‘Then site belongs to us*. And I knew that the way was 
being prepared for a witness for Christ in that family. The 
following Sunday all the missionaries and those who had helped 
on that crucial day were invited to this home for a feast given 
to express the appreciation of the family. The following day 
the nurse, my language teacher, and a Bible woman and I went 
home with the snake bite victim. We spent most of the day in 
her village and the women who were with me were busy in the 
village and in the home telling about Jesus Christ. Another 
feast and many flower garlands expressed their appreciation. 
The whole village turned out to clap and cheer as we left so we 
knew that we could use the bridge of friendship to proclaim the 
Gospel.

The sister-in-law of the victim continues to seek our friendship. 
A  few days after Christmas she came to visit at our house. She 
was quite interested in our Christmas tree, but after looking at it 
briefly we directed her attention to the Nativity scene on the table 
by the tree. My language teacher was here so she explained 
the figures in the scene. She asked the woman if she had ever 
heard of Jesus and her answer was ‘No, I’ve never heard the name’ . 
My teacher and I glanced at each other then we all sat down and 
through my words interpreted and through the personal words 
and testimony of my teacher we had the joy of watching the face 
o f this dear woman hearing for the first time in her life about 
Jesus Christ. We are praying that she will come to know Him 
as her Saviour.

November was a month spent mostly in language study. In 
December there was some formal study, but much more was 
gained in a practical way. Two days were spent in Dompara
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visiting in Santal villages, then a week, December 22-29 was 
spent living with a Santal family in Chainisole. One night during 
the week was spent at nearby Monapara and we walked to four 
villages near those where we stayed. We visited in as many 
homes of Christians as was possible. Singing and dancing and 
Christian love abounded wherever we went. Nowhere could one 
find more gracious hospitality than that offered by the Santals. 
My language study was greatly helped by the visit, but I was 
so grateful for the opportunity to live with the people and to 
become really acquainted with them. The day we went to 
Monapara I was told, as we approached the village and saw a 
great crowd of Christians waiting to greet us, ‘They are all yours’ . 
I replied, ‘I am theirs but they must have time to decide if they 
are mine’ . How thankful I am that the Hound of Heaven* 
kept placing those Person-to-person calls through the years and 
that at last I know the joy of doing His perfect will for my life! 
How thankful I am for who He is and that I am first of all His 
and then I belong to these dear people He has called me to serve.

It has been a most difficult year, leaving loved ones, yet a most 
joyous one since that Person-to-person call of twenty years ago 
has been answered.

* The Hound of Heaven, Poem by Francis Thompson.
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H I S  G U I D I N G  H A N D
Miss S u d d h a  M ookerji

I am always thankful for all the blessings that the good Lord 
showers on our school. As I am writing this report of our 
school this year my heart is again full thinking of all the joys 
that the girls, teachers and I have shared together.

In the High School section we had only seven Christian teachers, 
three of whom resigned at the beginning of 1960. When I wrote 
this to Miss Daniels she was very concerned so she wrote to the 
three teachers begging them to stay. I didn’t ask them to stay, 
but prayed to God for new Christian teachers, though I was very 
worried. It seemed impossible to get even one Christian teacher 
in the place of the three. It was a problem—who would teach 
the Bible classes? But God works in a mysterious way to perform 
His wonders. Two local Christian girls had appeared for B.A. 
examination, both of whom applied for jobs in the school. I 
was very doubtful about their success in passing the examination 
but after consultation with Mr Roadarmel, President of our 
school Managing Committee, I took them both as teachers. I 
was so surprised when both of them passed and became graduate 
teachers. Then we had no problem of having Bible classes. 
God can do everything if we depend on Him.

The results of the School Final Examination was another 
evidence of His blessings. We sent up sixteen girls, all of whom 
passed. How happy we were with these results. This year we 
are sending all the thirty girls we have in Class XI. We hope 
and pray for their success.

I am still treated with respect at the Education Directorate 
whenever I mention the name of Miss Daniels, though she left 
India more than two years ago. God used her in many ways
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not only in Midnapore but also in the office of Mr A. C. Sen, 
Chief Inspector, Technical Education. He has been most helpful 
in every way. Even Dr D. M. Sen, Education Secretary of the 
Government of West Bengal, is interested in our school because 
of Miss Daniels. I feel privileged that God gave me the oppor
tunity of working with His servant, Ruth Daniels.

The Roadarmels left Midnapore on the 1st of November. 
I miss the help and advice of Mr Roadarmel very much. He was 
always very good, kind and patient with me. I am very thankful 
for all the help that he has given to me.

There is always a wonderful spirit among the teachers. There 
are thirty teachers who are very friendly and helpful. We feel 
as though we belong to the same family. I feel only God has 
been responsible for bringing together such a group of good 
teachers to work together in His school. I am specially thankful 
for this blessing because I have seen schools where teachers are 
jealous of each other, politics enter in and there isn’t a spirit 
of unity all the time. Our school is free from all that and my 
heart is full of gratefulness to God for granting this blessing to me.

We had 60 girls in the hostel last year, of whom 17 were 
Christians. We generally have no problems in the hostel because 
we have a very good matron who is deeply consecrated. It 
was a joy to behold how both the Hindu and the Christian girls, 
all by themselves, put on a good Christmas play this past year.

As always we are thankful to Him for leading us and we pray 
that we may continue to be led in our work, in His service.
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A L L  T H I N G S  T O A L L  M E N

Jo h n  a n d  A l ic e  G il s o n

Balasore Schools
It was for the work of the Balasore Technical School that 

we were appointed to come to India 35 years ago and the schools 
are still our major interest although with all the other duties 
now assigned we can give only a fraction of our time to them. 
Very soon the schools will be prepared to carry on without any 
missionary supervision. The High School is already quite 
independent with Mr K. P. Behera, Headmaster, carrying most of 
the responsibilities formerly carried by the missionary principal. 
In the Technical School Mr I. D. Nayak, Superintendent, and 
Mr S. K. Behera, Foreman, with a 100 per cent Christian teaching 
staff are preparing not only to carrying on but to further develop 
the school.

During 1960 we were fortunate to secure the services of a 
comparatively well educated and energetic young man, Mr Rames- 
war Singh, as Chaplain. He is becoming a real leader among 
the boys and is full of evangelistic zeal. Already two boys of 
non-Christian background have been baptized and joined the 
Balasore church.

The high school had results much above average in the High 
School Final examinations, and also won all the football tourna
ments for high schools in Balasore District.

In the Technical School 5 boys passed the Technical Diploma 
examination, 10 took Artisan certificates, and 12 got Commercial 
certificates. The school teams took only ‘runners-up cups’ in 
the football tournaments, but our senior student, Banjamin 
Mahanta, was the individual champion of the District in track and
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field sports, won a number of trophies in the state Olympics, and 
was a member of the Orissa team for the National Olympics at 
Delhi.

Balasore Station
The Balasore Church reports 13 baptisms during the year. 

The Cradle roll Superintendent (Alice) reports 21 births in the 
Christian community during the year, the highest previous 
record having been 18 in 1959. Five of the new babies came to 
families of staff members living in the mission compound; 
really a ‘population explosion’ here.

Supplying milk for the babies has become a real problem 
since the import of powdered milk has been stopped, but we 
were able in December to get 50 pounds of milk through the 
help of Rev. C. L. Kau.

Mr Benoy Seth had to retire from the pastorate on account of 
ill health in September, and the church has not yet been able 
to find a suitable pastor.

Hatigarh Station
During the absence of the Osgoods most of the Hatigarh 

work was carried on by Miss Lillian Brueckmann and the local 
Indian staff, Mr Samarlal Saha in charge of the schools, and 
Rev. Mohendra Santra pastor. We were responsible only for the 
accounts and the property, but even that required 3 trips to Hati
garh of 4 days each time in addition to almost daily correspondence. 
We are very happy that the Osgoods have returned to take over 
that responsibility.

Bhadrak Station
Considerable repairs and improvements were made to the 

property this year. Both the Missionary rest house and the 
Second preacher’s house are rented out since Miss Nina Bowers
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left in 1959, and the only worker left at Bhadrak is the pastor 
Mr B. K. (Boria) Sahu.

Education Advisor
A new duty for the Education Advisor during the year was 

approving projects for teachers who wished to improve their 
qualifications to pass efficiency bars and get higher scales of pay. 
We hope that this efficiency bar system will considerably improve 
the standard of teaching in our schools.

Another feature of the year was a meeting of the heads of all 
educational institutions with the Educational Committee to 
discuss educational policy, especially our relations with Govern
ment. We still do not know exactly where we stand, especially 
in Orissa, as Government has apparently not decided on its own 
policy with regard to the taking over of aided schools, and for 
the time being we can carry on as before.

The outstanding achievement in education during the year 
was that of the Midnapore Girls School which has now been 
raised to the standard of a Multipurpose Higher Secondary 
School and got 100 per cent passes in the first pre-university 
exams (equivalent to first year college).

By the changes in all our constitutions at the end of the year 
the position of Education Advisor has been abolished and all 
the responsibilities turned over to the Chairman of the Education 
Committee.

Property Survey
Mr Forrest Smith’s visit to the field in March to make arrange

ments for the transfer of mission property to the national bodies 
emphasized the need of completing the property survey and 
getting all our records in order. We were fortunate to secure the 
services of Mr H. K. Roul, a Christian gentleman of Cuttack 
who is retired from the post of registrar of deeds, to examine 
all our documents and help us get the discrepancies settled up.
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The revision settlement in West Bengal following the Estates 
Acquisition Act had caused us a great deal of trouble because of 
in-accuracies of the reports given by the landlords to Government.

All mission land which is not required for use by the Christian 
Service Society is to be sold. The only sale deeds actually 
completed during the year were for the Satbankura property 
and a small plot at Jaleswar, but orders have now been received 
to sell property at Basta, Jaleswar, Kandagordia, and Midnapore; 
At the same time new plots are being acquired by the Christian 
Service Society for the establishment of new churches.

Joint Committee on Care and Use of Property
Pending transfer of the title for the property to the Christian 

Service Society they have taken over the care of the property 
which they are using for schools, churches, dispensaries, etc. 
This temporary committee met three times to settle the details 
of the division of the property and of the care of property budget, 
besides a number of other items referred to it.

C.S.S. Property Committee
The revised constitution of the Christian Service Society 

provides for a Property Committee set up according to the Board’s 
property policy to have charge of all future building projects. 
The new committee had it’s first meeting in November to make 
arrangements for the new hospital building project at Nekursini.

Property Advisor
This office still remains for assisting both the Reference 

Committee and the Christian Service Society in all matters 
relating to the property. The only new buildings completed 
in 1960 were the Medical-evangelistic dispensary at Chardiha 
and a craft shed at Balasore Boys High School, but we have been 
busy with plans and estimates for new buildings to be constructed 
in 1961 including another Medical-evangelistic dispensary for
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Bhamradhi, a new roof on the Supervisor’s house at Jhargram, 
several buildings at the Jaleswar Training Centre, servants’ 
quarters at Bhimpore and Nekursini, a 5-room addition to the 
Midnapore Girls Multi-purpose school, and 4 buildings of the 
hospital project at Nekursini.

Such a variety of work keeps life very interesting, but we 
sometimes wish that we might be able to give enough time to 
•some one project to do a good job of it.

1 9 6 0  R E P O R T  OF T H E  C . S . S .  W O M E N ’ S 
W O R K  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R M A N

Miss S a t y a b a t i B ehera

In the Women’s Conference of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa we 
have seen evidence of the great courage inspired by such scripture 
passages as Psalm 46:1-3, ‘God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear.. . .’ 
The Women’s Conference, which was organized 38 years ago, 
selected as their key verse this year Ezekiel 20:19, ‘I am Jehovah 
your God; walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and 
do them’. In spite of serious flood conditions and disrupted 
transportation, about 80 women participated in the 1960 Con
ference held in Jaleswar. The four women from Ujurda, who 
braved the high water in fields and river, walked to Jaleswar, 
paying their own expenses in order to attend, reminded us of the 
words of Nathaniel recorded in John 1:46, ‘Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth?’ This year very little financial help was 
given to the women to attend the Conference, strengthening 
our faith that our women are learning the meaning of self support.

This year gifts to the special fund for the support of a worker 
amounted to Rs 990.00. Offerings taken during the Conference
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were Rs 87.53. One woman contributed Rs 100.00 to the 
Conference fund, in memory of her mother. This year two 
women raised goats from which they realized Rs 40.00, which 
they gave to the Conference fund, making a total of funds raised 
through our Women’s Conference, Rs 1,217.00. This is cause 
for rejoicing and thanksgiving, that the women of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa have experienced the joy of giving to the Lord. 
This year the Balasore women ranked first in contributions^ 
with the girls C.E. and the Primary Department of the Sunday 
School contributing toward this offering. Midnapore women 
ranked second. We firmly believe that with the example of the 
generous giving of our women, one day the Churches of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa will become self supporting.

This year area Women’s meetings were held in Chukripara for 
the Dompara area; in Ranisarai for the Belda area; and in Mohul- 
boni village of Gengtaboni church for the Hatigarh area. Through 
the teaching given in these area meetings many women have 
experienced growth in their spiritual lives and have learned the 
joy of giving. The expense for these meetings is paid by the 
women.

In Kondgardi area a Hindu woman, after learning of Jesus, 
in sincere faith prayed for 18 years that her son might return from 
military service and with joy received the answer to her prayer.

About nine years ago an Oran widow accepted Christ and 
was baptized. With her three small daughters she came to the 
Balasore Mission Girls’ School hostel to work. During these 
years this woman has learned to read, write and sew, and has 
grown in her spiritual life. The three daughters, while in the 
Mission hostel, received Christ as Saviour. Two of these girls, 
having read to the 8th class, entered Nurse’s training and the 
third is now in class eight.

We are grateful that, among the Churches of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa, a number of women have become volunteer workers 
as teachers in the Sunday Schools, Vacation Bible Schools,
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leaders in the Women’s groups, and in raising funds for the 
Women’s Conference. One woman testified that after instruction 
in her local women’s group she gave one of her goats to the Lord 
and has found much joy in being able to give of the proceeds for 
the Lord’s work.
% With God’s blessing it was possible to open a new Medical- 
Evangelistic Center in Chordia this year. Under great difficulty 
the nurse and Bible woman have begun their work in this Center. 
The nurse, for several years, had kept a non-Christian woman 
with her. Treating her, not as a servant, but as a sister she was 
able to win her to Christ. After finding Christ this woman 
observed every Sunday as a day of fasting and prayer that she 
might go in peace to meet her Lord. In January 1960, in Chordia 
this woman went to her Heavenly home in peace. Due to flood 
and loss of crops the members of Chordia Church are suffering. 
Christian brothers and sisters from several churches have sent 
gifts to those in need.

Several of our women workers have married during this year 
and established Christian homes. This year three of our young 
women have studied in the Bible School in Cuttack. Two, 
having completed the training, are ready to begin their work 
as Bible women in 1961.

During our Women’s Conference two women gave their testi
monies. One testified that the Lord had healed her of cancer. 
Through her suffering she has been drawn closer to her Saviour. 
A wealthy woman testified that having attended the Women’s 
Conference, for the first time, she has experienced great joy and 
asked for prayers of others that this joy might remain and increase.

The daughter of the first Christian in Amdhia church accepted 
Christ as Saviour but after some years she fell back into the ways 
o f Satan. This year she repented and at the time of the Half 
Yearly Meeting, which was held in Amdhia, she confessed her 
sins, asked forgiveness of the church and was re-instated. That 
same Sunday her two sons confessed the Lord Jesus in baptism.
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They gave a goat for the final meal served to the delegates attending 
the Half Yearly Meeting. May the Lord’s name be praised.

We are grateful to God that the work carried on in the Medical- 
Evangelistic Center at Panchkaharnia, with the help of our 
Women’s Conference gifts, is now bringing forth fruit. During 
the past two years twenty Santali speaking brothers and sisters 
have accepted the Lord Jesus as Saviour. There is a possibility 
that a new Church may soon be organized there.

We are thankful to God that a number of young people of 
our area, who, through the witness of dedicated women who have 
served as Sunday School teachers, Junior Church and C.E. leaders 
and day school teachers, have found Christ and are now employed 
in various places as Headmaster, Assistant Deputy Magistrate, 
Lady Doctor, Member of the Legislative Assembly, Executive 
Engineer, etc. Let us uphold these young people in prayer.

We are grateful to God and to the American Baptists because 
Miss Clara Dorn and Miss Maureen Brians, having heeded the 
call of the Lord, have come among us to serve in Bengal and Bihar. 
We wish them well.

In consecrated Christian women lies great hope for a genuine 
revival among the churches of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. There
fore we ask for prayerful support and encouragement of our 
friends that we may go forward in the Lord’s work.

M Y  F I R S T  Y E A R  I N  I N D I A
C la r a  D o r n

Now I have completed my first full year in India. It has been 
a year of learning and adjustment. I have made some progress 
in my Bengali study, fight with anemia and dysenteries, and in 
my understanding of the missionary enterprise here.

Most of my time has been spent learning to understand, speak, 
read, and write the beautiful Bengali language. Three months
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were spent in the hills at the Darjeeling Language School, 
and the rest of the time I had individual tutoring in Midnapore. 
I took my first year language examination the first week of Decem
ber. Soon I shall begin work towards the second year examination 
the next December.

I taught English Dialogue and Bible to the 11th grade girls for 
some time. This was executed in a confusing mixture of Bengali 
and English. I’ve also enjoyed various school functions.

I have lost many preconceived notions regarding missionary 
service and gained a great appreciation for foreigners working 
in India. I still have much to learn about the educational system 
of India, the philosophy and practice of the Hindu religion, the 
relationship between national and missionary leadership in the 
church here, and of the influence of a particular culture upon the 
expression of religious experience. Increasingly I have become 
aware of the difficulty of the task here. We cannot expect those 
from a non-Christian environment to be receptive to the Christian 
revelation. Yet we can be faithful to the work to which God has 
called us knowing that the results reside with Him. I am con
tinually reminded of the fact that an unusual privilege and 
responsibility is mine as I serve in this needy land.

‘ I N  H I S  T I M E ’

B e atr ic e  E r ic so n

As I look back on 1960, how often I wanted to ‘rush’ the Lord, 
and how often He had to show me that He would bring things 
to pass ‘ In His Time’ !

Former leadership removed ‘In his time*
Hardly had the year begun, when our fine Telugu pastor of 

the First Telugu Church felt he must go to Kavali in South India
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for a special service there. When he left, he expected to return, 
in three months, but the Lord had other plans, and it was Novem
ber before Pastor Ratnam was able to return to us. So most of 
the year the Church was without pastoral leadership.

In March, Rev. R. L. Bunten and his wife Hilda Bunten felt 
they must go to the U.K. to make plans for the future of their 
children’s education in the U.K. The children were left for 
this year 1960 in school in Mussoorie, to go to U.K. in 1961 
with relatives.

In June, Rev. Kritibas Behera, the much-loved pastor of Ward 
Memorial Church, was called to His reward.

New leadership provided ‘In his time’
Though the First Telugu Church was without a pastor, some 

of the laymen came forward, particularly Mr. K. Vincent, Chair
man of the Pulpit Committee. The church was faithful in its 
service, and prayer-meetings, services on Sunday, and cottage 
prayer-meetings were maintained. The Pulpit committee 
sought in vain for a successor to Pastor Ratnam, but just when we 
thought we must get someone else for pastor, the Lord ‘In His 
Time’ sent Pastor Ratnam back to us.

Before Rev. Bunten left, he had secured the services of another 
fine young man, Rev. Archie Shear, who had been responsible 
for bringing both Rupert and Hilda Bunten to the Lord, and wh» 
was serving as Assistant Pastor in Carey Church, Calcutta.

Mrs Bunten is an excellent stenographer, and she had been 
helping in the Mission Treasurer’s office. For some months 
I carried on without stenographic help, but here again, ‘In His 
Time’, the Lord provided another one to help, Mrs Shiela Perrett, 
a communicant of Union Church, who had done stenographic 
work for many years, I learned.

Also, in the C.S.S. Treasurer’s office, with added responsibi
lities, in addition to our consecrated clerk and accountant, 
Mr C. R. Samanta who has served as Mission Treasurer’s
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accountant as well as C.S.S. clerk, the Lord provided help in 
part-time service of Mr Samanta’s son, Mrinmoy Samanta, who 
has completed Matric. Mrinmoy hopes to take training at the 
Balasore Technical School beginning in July.

Ward Church is still without a pastor, but the Lord supplied in 
Rev. Archie Shear, Pastor of Union Church, a young man with 
zeal and with a knowledge of Hindi so he is able and willing to 
preach once in Hindi each Sunday for the Hindi service, and to 
conduct communion and baptism for Ward Church in Hindi 
when required. Meantime, here too, the church members 
have carried on loyally, with the Church Committee supplying 
in the pulpit, under the leadership of the Church Secretary, Mr 
Sarat Sahu, and Assistant Secretary, Mr B. Bastia.

In the Telugu Union Church, Pastor Mahanty has continued 
to carry on during the year, though he is getting older and has had 
to be relieved for short periods on account of his health. The 
church is going forward, and services all well attended. The 
pastor and some of the laymen are faithful in visitation, both 
among non-Christians and inquirers and church members.

New Developments ‘In His Time’
For many years, we have been trying to secure from the 

government the return of the buildings here in Kharida referred 
to as ‘Kharida Hostel’ which had been requisitioned during the 
war. Various departments of the government continued to use 
the building, the last of which was the Public Works Department 
o f  the C.P.W.D. The Executive Engineer realised our need 
o f the building, and was very co-operative in securing necessary 
changes in their set-up which made it possible for them to return 
the building to us.

We have been having Christian Center work carried on in 
435 Fourth Avenue, in connection with the work of Union 
Church (English speaking mainly, and now some Hindi work) 
and in Japatapor area for Telugu-speaking people mainly. Now,
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through the return of the Hostel Building, we are making plans 
for even more aggressive work in Kharida Christian Center. 
These centres carry on a programme of evangelistic work, 
through Bible classes and library and reading room and special 
meetings, as well as recreational programme under Christian 
influence. In accordance with the agreement with the Railway, 
on whose property our Kharida Hostel building is located, we 
shall have upstairs of building used for hostel for Christian 
young men who are working in the Railway. These men, in 
turn, will help with the programme of the Christian Center to 
reach non Christians. Hours and weeks have been spent in 
planning and preparation in 1960, and repairing of the building 
was done.

Future Needs to be .met ‘In His Time’
A Pastor for Ward Memorial Church is our foremost need. 

In this large industrial city, with a tremendous opportunity as 
well as the usual urban problems, a pastor is very much needed. 
The local people are carrying on faithfully, with help of Rev. 
Archie Shear, but they do need a pastor, Pray for this.

An Assistant Director of Kharagpur Christian Centres. It 
is the plan that this assistant director shall live in Kharida, 
and have chief responsibility for that center, but also help with 
the work of the other centers, and so correlate the work. The 
Director of Centers, Rev. Archie Shear, is a busy pastor, and this 
Assistant Director to give full time to the work is very much 
needed.

A Missionary for this Industrial City of Kharagpur. With the 
many duties in connection with the Christian Service Society 
Treasurer’s work and Mission Treasurer’s work, and the work of 
the Telugu churches, it is impossible to give necessary help with 
the other work in the city. When there is no other missionary, 
naturally all sides turn to the ‘missionary’ who is here though 
the work of this missionary is general for the whole field and there
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is not time or strength for the work of the ‘station missionary’ 
which somehow has to be done.

A national for Christian Service Society Treasurer. Pray 
with us that just the right man may be found to carry on these 
responsibilities. We need to get someone to train in the work, 
and want the national leaders to select the person, but we do need 
the Lord’s guidance, for we know He in His time will supply 
this need.

Deeper Spiritual Life on the part of church members, and a 
greater vision of the task in which we are all engaged together 
to bring men to the feet of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
should be uppermost in our prayers too.

H A L F  A N D  H A L F

S ussan e  P o w e r s

Until July 1960, I was at home in the States, and these last 
six months I’ve been at home in India so my year has been almost 
■equally divided between the two countries. New Year’s Day, 
1960, was spent with friends in Keokuk, Iowa, sharing my love 
for India with them. Ice skating there with the little Johnson 
twins included only one three-point landing for me.

Until April my time was spent in Berkeley, California, at the 
Divinity School, mostly in study, with some volley ball, ping 
pong, and social times with the faculty and students of the Divinity 
School and students from India at the University of California 
and with friends working in the Baptist offices and in the Chinese 
church in San Francisco. Of course there was time for sharing 
India with some church groups in and about Barkeley, in Gerber, 
and with the Baptists of Arizona in their Convention in Mesa. 
Besides meeting many new friends and co-workers in Arizona,
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I was able to visit my father’s sister and brother and their families 
in South Gate, California, on the return to Berkeley. Getting 
to know my two aunts, two uncles and cousins and a trip to Disney 
land with my aunt were high points of 1960.

Thinking about and doing research on my thesis, ‘A Guidance 
Programme for a Girls’ School in Orissa’ , took time, in an en
joyable way, and I appreciated the help of Dr Gittings, Missions 
Professor at Berkeley, with that. This is something on my 1961 
agenda to finish. Putting my thoughts and knowledge of this 
culture, as insufficient as my knowledge is, has been stimulating 
for me.

When popping in or out of Chicago, I was able to make the 
Henry Teragawa home my home and appreciated, too, being 
able to visit Northern Seminary, my alma mater. My last two 
months in the states were spent in and about Wisconsin visiting 
my four brothers and their families and other friends, packing 
my crates made by the men of the Appleton church and by 
George Wynboom at the Wynboom home in Little Chute, which 
was my ‘home’ while I was in the States. Also time was spent 
attending the Convention at Rochester, visiting my aunt, uncle 
and cousins in Columbus, Ohio, attending the Wisconsin Women’s 
House Party and the Guild House Party of the Wisconsin girls, 
and relaxing at the cottage at Three Lakes with Hulda, my 
sister-in-law, and for several days with my six nieces and nephews 
and their folks and with the Wynbooms. Worshipping with 
the Nilsens, Johnsons, and other friends in Muncie, Indiana, 
on July 3rd and in Bombay on the 10th after having spent several 
days in between with Elsie Kittlitz and in the Board offices with 
friends there in New York does make the world awfully small 
and every man a neighbour.

Since my freight didn’t begin to arrive until the end of Septem
ber I had no work to put away the few things I had brought by 
jet. After a few days holiday, Taru Garnaik, our headmistress, 
asked if I would take a few classes in English, or American as my
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British friends say. These classes in each grade enable me to 
get to know many of the girls who live in Balasore and whom I 
wouldn’t meet otherwise. I didn’t take over the secretary’s 
work in the school from Taru or the superintendent’s work in the 
hostel from Angur Jena until August 1st. School and office work 
take a lot of one’s day but contacts are made there daily with 
parents, salesmen, educationalist and others.

At the request of a sixth grade boy (Hindu), Molina Patra, one 
of our teachers, and I resumed our Sunday School in his area of 
town. From 20-35 Hindu children regularly attend this Sunday 
School, which is now held at the home of the sub-inspector of 
schools here, a Hindu friend. In 1961 another of our teachers 
will be starting a Sunday School in another area of town where 
there are no Christians. During our Christian Home Festival 
in December all of our hostel girls and teachers visited in five 
non-Christian villages and told the Christmas story. We hope 
to continue visiting these villages once a month so that these 
friends may also learn of Jesus Christ and His salvation. Also 
our girls will get into the habit of telling others of Jesus.

In September and October my freight arrived so unpacking 
and fixing up my house took some time. Now I’m slowly 
having furniture made from the lovely plywood boxes that brought 
my things. Here we haven’t the convenience of going down to a 
store and choosing our furniture, but I enjoy thinking out and 
drawing plans of furniture I want. I have linoleum to lay in the 
dining room in 1961.

September, in the Conference of Church women of this area, 
we felt our oneness in Christ although there were many differences 
between us. Babies, young housewives, teachers, adults in their 
seventies were there. Most of the women were from India, 
but a few were from the States and Australia. Some were 
illiterate village women and others were college graduates working 
i n the cities. The talks were in two languages, Oriya and Bengali, 
most of which, to my joy, I could understand.
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Our missionary Fellowship for Bengal-Orissa was mostly one 
of prayer and a devotional nature. That was a high point in 
my year and deepened my desire to spend more time in prayer 
with my Saviour. How great is the power of prayer, and yet how 
negligent we Christians are in helping this world through prayer. 
How much we depend on your prayers for our work that God 
might bring the increase.

Fellowship with individuals as with our headmistress and others 
on the staff, with the lady doctor, with the other missionaries, 
with our girls in our schools and hostel, and with countless 
others is something for which I thank God.

Our Christian Home Festival was the last week of school before 
Christmas vacation. The lady doctor, the magistrate’s wife who 
is also the mother of our headmistress, Alice Gilson, Jane and 
Bill Osgood, and some of the teachers brought messages and 
plays concerning the Christian woman and the Christian home 
for our girls. The girls decorated their dorms, cleaned the 
compound (campus), and enjoyed the week’s emphasis on the 
Christian home, which Satyabati Behera, our Bible woman, 
had organized. Then a trip after Christmas to a flood-hit 
village with Satyabati, Rev. B. K. Sahu, one of our pastors, and 
a Hindu friend was an inspiring time. Coasting down to the 
village by boat was more fun than the 10 mile walk to the bus 
through the rice fields on the return trip, but all were helpful.

Being in two continents during 1960 has made this year more 
varied than most, yet friendships in Christ are the same the world 
over. The Spirit of God works the same miracle of new life in 
Christ in hearts on this continent as in lives in the States. I 
am thankful to be here where so few, comparatively, know Him 
who is the Light of the world, and I ’m thankful for you in the 
States who pray and give that we might share the love of Christ 
and His redemption with people here in India.
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G R O W I N G  L E A D E R S !
Louis a n d  W il m a  K a u

The growth and progress of the Christian church in India 
depends upon the quality of Christianity in the rural church. 
The problems which face the rural church in any country are 
basicly the same. Just different in intensity and variety. We 
are aware of the urgent need in our rural churches of Bengal 
for pastoral leadership as well as for a better quality of lay leader
ship. One of the limiting factors in our plans for improving 
Christian leadership is the degree of literacy in these rural 
churches. A literate laity is essential but a dedicated and spiri
tually mature laity is basic to a growing evangelistic church. 
In order to meet some of these needs for better trained laity 
with a deeper spiritual life we have developed a number of insti
tutes, retreats and training programmes. Wonderful experiences 
are taking place in these meetings.

In order to meet some of the urgent demand for more pastors 
this past year Singh Rai Murmu from the Kora field attended 
the Cuttack Bible School. We had hoped he would soon be 
able to fill one of the many pastorless rural churches. He 
returned home for a short vacation at the end of September 
became sick and ran a high temperature. From the symptoms 
the doctor diagnosed it as tuberculosis and began treatment 
immediately. Later an X-ray showed the left lung to be infected. 
Toward the end of December we were able to arrange for his 
admittance at Madar Sanatorium in Ajmer. By the time he 
left for the hospital he had improved a great deal. We have 
hopes that he will be able to return to school in 1962. Some of 
the tribal groups do not appear to have a natural resistance to 
tuberculosis. Lately the incidence of tuberculosis has been rising 
rather rapidly among the Santals.
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Shortly after Singh Rai left for the hospital we went over to 
his home village for baptismal services. In the first group 
several members of his family were baptized. In a second 
village there were fourteen ready. As we questioned them about 
their decision and belief we found that most of the group testified 
that Singh Rai was the one who had led them to Jesus. It was 
a blessing to hear each of them tell of their faith in our Saviour. 
The continual growth in that church area is an encouraging 
side of our ministry.

The challenging and discouraging part of our ministry is 
among the churches in the western section of our field about 
100 miles from here. Six of the churches are without pastors 
and no prospect of getting anyone to work with them regularly. 
Some of the laymen in that area have been rather disturbed 
over the spiritual problems and the lack of pastoral leadership. 
It isn’t difficult to explain the reason for the present low condition 
of these churches but just how to meet their need seems to be 
an insurmountable problem when too few capable men are willing 
to give their life to serve Jesus Christ. Although there are no 
prospects of younger men from the western part of the field 
who are called to the ministry there are five men who plan to 
enter Bible school in 1962 from the Kora field.

One of these is Robendra Nath Hansda who contracted leprosy 
about 18 months ago. Recently the doctor said he could not 
detect any signs of the disease but suggested that he continue 
his medicine on a reduced dosage. At present Roben is having 
a profitable time in an adult literacy center near here. From 
the first of the year another young man, Budharai Singh joined 
him as teacher in the primary day school. Both of them are 
attempting to pass the high school final examination again this 
year. Another young man who will appear for the final examin- 
nation is Sadananda Singh of Amda who has also expressed his 
conviction that God wants him in full time Christian Service. 
This is a bright hope to have several promising young men
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preparing for Christian service. Over the years we have used 
the over and above gifts to help these young men get their educa
tion. Out of the student aid fund this past year we have helped 
22 students in our boardings. We have also assisted one of our 
girls in nurse’s training and another who is in college. In 
several other cases we have given small grants to individuals 
in particular need. The boys in our Nekursini boarding supply 
a share of their fees in rice. One of the students who has regular
ly received a small scholarship each year because of his good grades 
thought he would have to drop out of school when his father 
became tubercular. From the student aid fund we were able to 
give additional assistance so he can continue in school and from 
other sources we were able to help his father get the necessary 
treatment. His father has been exceptionally helpful in keeping 
one of the churches going although they have had no pastor for 
some time. The gracious generosity of several friends has helped 
to meet many of the needs among our brethren out here.

Over the past few years the churches in this area have been 
planning a small central hospital as part of their medical pro
gramme. The programme is now out of the planning stage and 
is becoming a reality in brick and mortar. We have just begun 
construction of the staff quarters and expect to start work on 
other buildings immediately. There were a few in the past who 
dared to dream that a small rural hospital might be possible 
and those who gave to the World Mission Crusade offering be
lieved that some one would be willing to build such a hospital. 
Today we dare to believe that God in His time has a doctor for 
this ministry and we will be supplied with the staff and finance 
necessary to meet the demands of physical and spiritual need. 
Is this too much to hope and pray for? We are convinced that 
there are men and women who have compassion on those in need 
and will come ‘to bind up the broken hearted . . .  preach good 
tidings to the meek . . .  and comfort all that mourn’.

Another unit of the medical programme was opened in the
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rural dispensary at Chordia in the southern end of the Orissa 
field. Plans were made to open another dispensary at Bhom- 
radhi at the far N.W. comer in the Bihar field. So far we have 
not been able to start this project because there is no pure water 
supply available. The village is in a rather inaccessible hilly 
rocky area where there are no wells. Water is carried some 
distance from a stream which is used for all purposes. Recently 
a memorial fund for Miss Gerturde Brox was made available to 
construct a memorial well. She was with us such a short time 
yet left a spiritual legacy that affects the lives of those who would 
have worked with her and those who follow after. It is fitting 
that the memorial symbolize the Water of Life she came to pro
claim. In order to staff this dispensary a young man from that 
area is now in male nurse’s training at the Gauhati hospital.

D R E A M S  C O M E  T R U E

L il l ia n  B r u e c k m a n n

How true God’s Word is! In Psalm 37:5 we read, ‘Commit 
thy way unto Jehovah; Trust also in Him, and He will bring 
it to pass’. About ten years have passed since a group of Christian 
workers pitched their tents by the roadside, in the jungle, to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in many villages hidden among 
the sal trees. At the end of their tour one young man had the 
courage to follow Christ in baptism. Seeing the soul hunger 
of many people and believing that in that area the field was 
truly ripe unto harvest, that little group of workers was convinced 
that someone should be stationed there the year round. A 
good many years before a courageous pastor and his wife had 
built a small house there and were preaching the gospel faithfully 
until that pastor died. The baptism of this one young man was
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the first fruit of their labours. Now another pastor was willing 
to bring his family to that jungle village so before that little group 
of Christian workers broke camp they prayed earnestly that the 
Lord of the harvest would thrust forth labourers into that field. 
They dreamed a dream that a medical-evangelistic center might 
soon be opened in order that a nurse aijd Bible-woman might 
join the pastor in carrying the gospel message to the many 
villages of that area. In 1955 that dream came into fruition and a 
medical-evangelistic center established. In spite of many 
discouragements the pastor, Bible-woman and nurse continued 
to minister to the needs of many, both physically and spiritually.

In April of 1959, in a village about four miles from the medical- 
evangelistic center, twelve individuals, members of three families, 
followed Christ in baptism. We rejoiced to see the seed bearing 
fruit. Again in August of 1960, in a village two miles from the 
center, eight people, members of one household, accepted Christ 
and were baptized. During the year another group of eight 
people from several more distant villages came into the Fellowship 
of believers in Christ and were baptized. We praise God for 
these evidences of the life giving power of His Holy Spirit.

Seeing the need for Christian instruction among the newly 
baptized women of this area, with two Bible-women, I dreamed 
of a Bible-class for them. All the teaching must be in Santali 
so I would be unable to do any of the teaching. It seemed a big 
task but the Lord has led every step of the way. In September 
Rani Tudu, a dedicated young Bible-woman, went with two young 
lay women of our area to a Bible-class for girls held in a neigh
bouring mission. One of the two lay women, a young widow, 
proved to be a very keen student. In six weeks time she learned 
to read the Roman script Santali and is now able to read the 
Bible well in her mother tongue, whereas before she read it only 
in Bengali. Rani and I planned the course of lessons and now, 
early in 1961, we are happy to be able to see our dream of the 
Bible-class come true. It is being held in the medical-evangelistic
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center with two Bible-women and the young widow teaching 
New Testament stories, Old Testament stories, the Christian 
Home Yardstick, and a reading class in Roman script SantalL 
And so dreams do come true.

During the past year there have been discouragements but the 
Lord has always undertaken for us and it is wonderful to see His 
hand in every day events. The women of the nine churches o f 
Hatigarh area had a good meeting in February in Mohulboni 
village, where as yet there is only a handful of new Christians. 
With the Bible women I camped in that village ten days previous 
to the women’s conference and saw the need for an intensive 
evangelistic campaign in the many villages of that area. Later 
we spent a week in the home of a family who are the only Christians 
in their village. It was a joy to see the spirit of love prevailing 
in that family circle and to note how eager they were to learn more 
of the Bible stories and Christian songs.

During the past year considerable time has been spent in the 
interest of the production of Christian literature. Here also the 
opportunities are great and much more Christian literature is 
needed. We are particularly grateful that God has enabled 
Mrs Christian to continue her work of writing and editing, 
through which she has made a large contribution to Christian 
literature. One of my dreams is that an Oriya Christian Book 
Club may soon come into being. Through the four Oriya Bible 
Correspondence courses, going out from the Orissa Bible Institute 
many interesting contacts are being made among Christians and 
non-Christians. May the seed sown through Christian literature 
bring forth much fruit.

May the Lord enlarge our vision and help us to dream dreams 
that, through His Holy Spirit, will be brought into fruition in 
the years ahead.
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I N  R E T R O S P E C T

W il l i a m  C. a n d  Ja n e  G. O sg o o d

As we look back over the year 1960 we remember it starting 
off with Watch Night services in Calvary and Fellowship churches 
in Portland, Oregon. We think of the fellowship with friends 
new and old in visits to more than 80 churches in 9 States and 
20 Association meetings in 5 different states, speaking more than 
180 times for Bill, in sharing experiences as your representatives 
in Bengal-Orissa. Jane spoke about half as many time in churches 
in three state convention areas. We sought to share the con
viction that the church exists for missions. It has been pure joy 
to feel the prayerful, informed, self-sacrificing interest of many 
in these churches in the extension of the kingdom at home and 
abroad. One cannot help being inspired and strengthened by 
contacts with so many of the Lord’s servants working in the 
mission field which is the U.S.A. We saw so much of faithful 
and devoted service, under difficulties, that we cannot but thank 
God for our fellow workers.

It was a year filled with travels, for my log records more 
than 55,000 miles of journeying, and Jane’s would be almost half 
as much. Some travel took us into fully half of the States and 
shorter or longer stops were made in 14 countries of Central 
and South America and Asia. Everywhere we found that con
sistent well rounded, long term programmes of mission work, 
administered by dedicated people, whose deep concern was the 
development of national leadership and a vital church, were pro
ducing results. The yield varied as in Christ’s parable of the 
sower. In some areas the preparation of the soil and the nurture 
required more time and labour than in others. Perhaps the
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greatest hindrance to advance everywhere was incomplete com
mitment, on the part of those who bear the name Christian and 
the often unconsciously accepted influence of secularism and the 
world’s standards.

The renewal of family ties and of long time friendships meant 
more than we can say. Experiences, such as attendance at the 
American Baptist Convention in Rochester, the Baptist World 
Alliance and planning committee for the Consultation on World 
Mission in Rio de Janeiro, will never be forgotten and surely help 
one to see the strength of the Christian forces at work in the world. 
The presence of leaders from our Mission fields at Rio, and in the 
consultations, gave opportunity to compare our nationals with 
the leadership of other groups. We have every reason to be 
proud of our representatives and to give thanks for the leaders 
God has raised up in lands where our Societies work. While 
giving thanks for both the quality and quantity we have, we must 
never forget that there are never enough men and women o f 
good training and spiritual quality to meet the urgent needs, 
particularly in those lands where vital Christianity is the faith 
of but a tiny fraction of the population to be won. What a 
matter of prayer this must constantly be.

Brief contacts with our mission fields in Hawaii, Japan, Hong 
Kong and Thailand on the return trip to India added to our con
fidence in the quality of the group which represent the denomina
tion in these' lands and helped us realize how little we Baptists 
are doing in relation to world need. We surely need to enlist 
the whole strength of the whole church, at home and abroad, 
in world mission, for today ‘the world has become a neighbourhood 
without becoming a brotherhood’. The problems of 
our neighbours affect us far more quickly than ever before. 
The little more than two months of the year spent back in India 
after 16 months absence have given an insight into how far India 
and the work of the churches, in this area have moved since we 
left. It has taken much of that time to catch up on what has
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gone on. Plunged into the responsibilities of Acting Mission 
Secretary, at the busiest time of year, we have had little time to get 
on with the literature, lay training and church responsibilities 
in the field of Christian education which we were assigned. We 
have learned that it is not so much what you do, whether your 
time is absorbed in the detail of committees, correspondence, 
budgets and meetings, or in teaching and preaching, but what you 
are, your personal relationships, and the things about which you 
are most deeply concerned that count most in the long run. 
Yet, it is so easy to get bogged down in the routine of the pressures 
o f  the immediate day to day tasks that the devotional life and the 
vital Christian contacts which are the heart of God’s method of 
■extending the Kingdom get neglected.

We come back with a half dozen ‘musts’ in our minds to which 
we hope our service contribute:

Must ruthlessly judge ourselves and our institutions by their 
contribution to the up-building of the church, and its leadership.

Must help the churches and every individual member to catch 
a vision of something outside themselves and get busy in the 
task of evangelism.

Must secure maximum lay participation in Kingdom building 
activity—every Christian a missionary—every Christian practicing 
stewardship of time, talent and income.

Must seek to establish a relationship of real co-operation and 
mutual respect between Church and Mission employees and those 
in secular or non-Church related employment.

Must seek to establish adult and older youth depth Bible study 
groups and overcome a long standing prejudice and habit which 
regards Sunday School as for children only.

Must place a stronger emphasis on the study of the nature, 
and renewal of the church and the Christian home as the basic 
unit in Christian nurture.
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L E A D E R S  A M O N G  I N D I A ’ S D A U G H T E R S

H a ze l  S m it h

During the year 1960 the work of the Bhimpore Girls’ Junior 
High School progressed quietly and without any spectacular 
changes of any sort. It is very good to have a complete staff, 
with the two college graduates, Soudamini Murmu and Suhar 
Bansria, teaching the upper grades; and our three faithful 
teachers, Miss Sukumari Hansda, Miss Amyia Hembrom, and 
Miss Monika Hansda, teaching the others. Both Soudamini 
and Suhar are new teachers. Soudamini is one of our orphanage 
girls and we are quite proud of her. Though so young she has 
been made headmistress, and has gained a great deal in experience 
and in self confidence during the year. The co-operative spirit 
of the staff continues to make working with them a pleasure.

We are fortunate, also, in the workers we have in the boarding 
department. Mrs Santobala Hembrom continues as matron 
for the girls who come to us from their village homes. With 
the coming of Mrs Karuna Tudu, as matron of orphanage girls 
and as helper with boarding accounts, my own work has been 
much lightened, and there has been more time for work with 
individuals.

We are getting fewer students from the State of Bihar, and the 
number will further decrease as schools in that state, more and 
more, use Hindi as the medium of instruction, while the Bengali 
language continues to be used in Bhimpore. Three Christian 
parents disappointed us by taking their girls from our school 
and sending them to a non-Christian school where all expenses 
were promised from Government stipends. Many, but not all, 
of our pupils receive such help, but still we cannot keep the girls 
free of charge, and so the temptation for parents to send their
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children to schools which make such promises will be very great. 
It will only be when parents are convinced that the Christian 
training which they receive in a Christian school is worth the 
financial sacrifice involved that they will continue to send the 
girls to us.

It is becoming a real problem to find avenues of service and 
farther training for the graduates of our school, as both nurses’ 
and teachers’ training courses now require High School graduation 
as pre-requisites. As many of the girls find it difficult to finish 
High School, the problem of their finding a way of earning a 
living is unsolved. This applies to both our orphanage girls and 
to girls from ordinary village homes. Also the age for marriage 
is gradually being raised. There would seem to be scope for 
some sort of industrial training for girls in their late teens, if 
such a thing could be made economically profitable.

There have been no orphanage weddings during the last year. 
We continue to keep in touch with the orphanage married couples, 
and to hear news of them and our ‘grandchildren’ !

On a visit to the Sarenga Mission Hospital it was a joy to attend 
the morning chapel service of the hospital and to see it being 
led with quiet dignity by our Priti, now a fully qualified nurse 
on their staff. Another of the orphanage girls, Sulekha, is in 
nurses’ training at our Mission Hospital at Gauhati, Assam.

We have continued to be grateful for the new station wagon 
and for Boren, its faithful driver. There has scarcely been a 
day when the car has not been on the road for one reason or 
another. Several trips were made to the Dompara area, to 
keep in touch with village churches. There was one very 
heartening and inspiring bit of village evangelistic work, a week 
of visiting Santali villages around the mining town of Mosaboni. 
The preachers and Bible-women, with the support of the pastor 
and the people of the Union Church at Mosaboni, took the message 
to many ‘new* villages. They reported eager interest, and as 
many as three to four hundred folk gathered at nights to hear and
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see the message given with the help of lantern slides. It is hoped 
that a follow-up of that effort can be made in the same area this 
coming year.

The church has suffered from the lack of leadership during 
the last year. Our devoted pastor, Rev. Jotish Kisku, died in 
February. At the end of the year a new pastor was called and it is 
hoped that real progress will be made, under the leadership of this 
consecrated young man.

At both summer vacation and Christmas holiday time we were 
impressed again with the large number of fine young people who 
call Bhimpore home. Many of them are either working or in 
school or college in other places, such as Khargpur and Calcutta. 
During the hot season vacation we had the help of their leadership 
for the Daily Vacation Bible School. Miss Parul Tudu, who is in 
charge of women’s work in the Santal villages, was in charge of 
the school. The subject matter was planned by the staff and Miss 
Tushar Tudu, our fine young Christian member of the Legislature. 
The year before it had been ‘Jesus, Come’ and this year it was 
‘His, Go’. The young people who led and those who attended 
all received help from it.

At Christmas time Tushar and her cousin, young Dr Aloka 
Marandy, home for Christmas at Bhimpore for the first time 
since finishing her medical training at Vellore Medical College, 
worked with the young people in putting on a beautiful worship 
service of music and pantomime, in which our college young people 
participated. The atmosphere of worship which was maintained 
was in great contrast to the usual noisy enthusiasm of audiences 
in our village, and a real tribute to the beauty of the programme. 
We felt that we too joined with shepherds and wise men in wor
shipping the infant King. One is constantly impressed with the 
leadership potential in this fine group of young people. We are 
hoping for a more consistent programme with them after the 
arrival of the new pastor.

We have all been much cheered and encouraged by the arrival
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of our new co-worker, Miss Maureen Brians. She is stationed 
at Bhimpore to learn the Santali language. She is exceptionally 
well trained and prepared. We ask your prayers that she may 
soon find the language a ready tool as she seeks to win individuals 
to our Lord. With her coming we have been reminded anew 
of the constant prayers and deep interest of the folk in the churches 
at home, and are increasingly grateful for them. We believe 
that He has great things in store for us, if we remain faithful, in 
the tasks He sends each day, and as we expect great things from 
Him.

O U R  P R A Y E R  C O R N E R

‘And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are speaking I will hear’ . Is. 65:24.

‘Prayer is being in the secret place with Jesus, a place of spiritual 
retreat and of soul refreshment5.
Sunday: May we continue to pray for churches without pastors. 

Several of our larger churches, as well as several smaller 
village churches, are without a shepherd to lead them. 
At the same time may we remember to pray that more young 
people will be challenged to answer God’s call to full time 
Christian service. One of the most important jobs a 
missionary can do is ‘spotting’ potential leadership, giving 
encouragement and making it possible for them to have the 
training they need.

Monday: Let us pray for the twenty odd adult night classes
and their teachers, for several have accepted Christ through 
teaching received in these classes. Let us pray that the 
teachers will take advantage of the opportunities that are 
theirs to present Christ to illiterate non-Christians, and to 
help new Christians to grow in their love for and knowledge 
of Christ.
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Tuesday: Let us give thanks that the first building of the 
hospital, many of us have prayed for so long, is now being 
started at Nekursini. More important than the building 
is a strong, consecrated Christian staff. Pray with us that 
the right staff may be found, either National or American. 
Christian doctors are very few in this land and much in 
demand.

Wednesday: Bible Correspondence Courses are going out 
all over India, including our Mission. The Way of Salvation 
is being made clear to those who write in for the courses, 
and numbers have said they believe in Christ but haven’t 
the courage to openly confess Him as Lord and Saviour, 
because of likely persecution, being put out of their family 
home, which often means support is cut off. Let us pray 
that soon there will come the courage that is needed to openly 
confess Christ, to scores and scores all over India.

Thursday: Let us pray specially for Sri Singhrai Murmu, 
theological student, who has T.B. discovered in time to be " 
admitted to Madar Sanatorium in Ajmer. Let us also pray 
for more T.B. institutions for so few beds are available to the 
many who have T.B.

Friday: Christian literature is greatly needed by our Christian
congregations and pastors and other workers. Pray with 
us that full time Christian literature workers may be found 
capable of producing original literature as well as being able 
to translate.

Saturday: Pray for an evangelistic missionary to help carry 
on the lay training and leadership training programmes on 
this field. There is much teaching needed in stewardship, 
in the art of soul winning, in pastoral counselling and in 
visitation evangelism. Opportunity for revival meetings, 
Bible study Conferences, etc., are unlimited.

47



N E W S  I T E M S

Missionaries
Rev. and Mrs C. C. Roadarmel left for furlough as planned 

the first week of November. They had a happy two weeks in 
Prae, Thailand, with their son, Norman and wife, and four 
children.

They arrived in Berkeley, California in time for Thanksgiving 
with their son, Gordon. Also joining in the Thanksgiving 
dinner were Rev. and Mrs C. R. Erickson (Janet Osgood) and 
three sons, and Gilbert W. Osgood, student at Linfield College, 
and Miss Irene Dunn, daughter of former missionaries in Bengal- 
Orissa.

Rev. and Mrs W. C. Osgood arrived in India the last of October 
and had two days with the Roadarmels, taking over Secretary’s 
work from Mr Roadarmel, as Mr Osgood is Acting Secretary 
during their furlough. Osgoods are at home in Balasore after 
a wonderful furlough.

Missionaries’ Children
Bill and Mari Anne Gilson announced the birth of their first 

son, Thomas Gordon, on September 24th, 1960, to keep his two 
sisters company.

Ruth (daughter of Gilsons) and Dick Nycum have a new daughter 
Susan Alice, bom December 3rd, 1960. This makes two boys 
and two girls for the Nycums.

Mr and Mrs John Gilson now have five grand-daughters and 
five grandsons.

Osgood’s two daughters, Janet (on furlough from Burma) 
and Luella, and their families, and their son Gilbert, were together 
at Christmas time in Tillamook, Oregon and report having a 
very merry time together. The five grandsons kept Gilbert 
busy.
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Mr and Mrs Archie Shear, pastor of the Union Church in 
Khargpur, are the happy parents of their first child, Raymond 
Charles, born October 31, 1960. Shears came to us last March 
and have been contributing much to the cause of Christ among 
English speaking as well as Hindi speaking people in the large 
Railway center of Khargpur.

Mr Sushil Bepari became Rev. Sushil Bepari on January 8th 
when he was ordained to the ministry, in a moving service in the 
church in Balasore. To those who read T id in g s  regularly 
you will have noticed in the last issue of T id in g s  for 1960 that 
he was our representative to the Baptist World Alliance in Rio 

•de Janeiro. As Executive Secretary of the Christian Service 
Society he carries a heavy load as more and more of the work is 
being turned over to nationals. We are thankful for Mr Bepari 
and many other national leaders God has raised up during the 
past years.

Visitor from the U.S.A.
We are looking forward to the visit of Rev. M. D. Farnum, 

Overseas Secretary of our India Missions, early in February. 
Changes are coming rapidly in Mission work in India so we shall 
be most grateful for the help and advice that Mr Farnum, with 
his years of experience on the Mission field, and as a member of 
the Home Board, can give us.

Notice
To friends in the States might we remind you please to let 

Mrs J. A. Howard know when your address is changing. She 
reports that several Tidings have been returned to her, marked 
moved, and she has no way of finding out the new addresses.
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