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A GRATIFYING LETTER
As Tidings goes to print a letter has reached the editor, forwarded 

by Mrs, J. A , Howard, which shows that some people really take the 
things they read in our quarterly to heart. This letter comes 
from two shut-ins, one 81 years of age and the other 85 and nearly blind. 
W e reproduce the letter in part, hoping that it may inspire others to con
sider how they may help in giving children in Jamshedpur the Christian 
education they need.

“ My sister and I are concerned over Mrs. Roadarmel’s report in 
Tidings about Protestant children having to attend Roman Catholic 
schools. About how much money do you think it would take to get a 
school started ? M y sister and I have a smalljfixed incomeso cannot give 
a large sum, but we can give something towards starting a school and 
perhaps others could be interested. W e are old-time Free W ill Baptists, 
so Bengal-Orissa is of special interest to us.”

W e are happy to report that Rev. and Mrs. C, G. Vichert, together 
with a committee from the Church of Christ, Jamshedpur, are endeavoring 
to plan so that a Protestant Christian school may be opened in 1952, W e 
hope that after the initial cost of equipment, and getting teachers that the 
school may become self-supporting through fees paid by the parents of 
children« A s plans progress we will be abl e to give more information.

3



Necessarily this school will have to be a private school, and must start on 
a small scale with only kindergarten and lower grades. Funds are needed 
to make this possible. In addition funds are also needed to help other 
older children, whose parents cannot afford the full fees of Mission Board
ing schools in other areas.

The Roadarmels, through specifics] received for their work, have 
been able to make education possible for a number of Jamshedpur children 
at the Stewart School, Cuttack, Orissa, which is held under the auspices of 
the British Baptist Mission. The Principal has kindly made concessions 
in fees for children we have sent.

Any gifts to help with the school at Jamshedpur should be sent 
through our A.B .F.M .S., Treasurer, Mr. Forrest Smith, 152 Madison 
Avenue, New York, 16 and should be clearly marked as “ Specific for 
Rev. C. G. Vichert to be used for school." These gifts, of course, are 
over and above contributions through your churches to the work of our 
Foreign Mission Society and as such are not credited to the amount given 
by your church to foreign missions.

A NOVEL CHRISTMAS WEEK PROGRAM
B y  N in a  B o w e r s

The girls who live in the cottages of our Balasore Girls’ High 
School held a splendid. Christian Home Festival in December, 1950. It 
was carefully planned for and directed by Satyabati Behera and Parul 
T u d u , the Bible Women. Our aim was to show the girls how such a 
week could be celebrated in their home villages. The girls used old 
Christmas cards and colored paper to decorate ¡their houses, Two of the 
pottages in particular were beautifully and artistically arranged., They
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were so clean I was reminded of Booker Washington and his dusting the 
classroom four times so it would pass inspection.

On the first evening we started on a procession through the 
compound to a spot where girls dressed as shepherds were standing around 
a blazing bonfire watching sheep, represented by little girls covered with 
blankets. Then a high school girl, dressed as an angel, came and spoke 
the well-loved words: "P eace  on earth, goodwill to men.”  Then we 
moved on, singing, to another cottage where wesaw the Wisemen on their 
way to Bethlehem. A t last we came to the veranda of the main house 
where we found the tableau of Mary, Joseph, and the Christ Child. 
Characteristically, the-girl chosen for the part of Mary is sweet-mannered 
and beautiful of character and face.

Later during the week a committee of women from the community 
inspected all the houses. They were delighted with the cleanliness and 
order. On Saturday night we had a special feast to which we invited all 
who had helped or participated in an)' way.

One thing which appealed to the girls was the drawing of names 
placed in empty peanut shells. Every day during the week some kind 
deed or little favor was to be done for the person whose name was drawn. 
W hat scurrying and planning took place ! And what demands I had for 
“ pretty”  used Christmas cards and flowers! All the flowers on the 
compound were picked before the week was up. It was a joyous time 
entered into by all. I arranged that I would leave sewing or washing out
side my door every morning. Never did I detect the little fairy who came 
and did it, though of course, I didn’t try very hard.

On the last night of the week we had a Christmas tree. The girls 
had come in and helped trim it with paper chains and balls of tinfoil and
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colored paper. The girls sang and put on plays, Before gifts were 
distributed Bindu told clearly why we have Christmas.

PASTORS’ WIVES GET-TOGETHER
B y  L i l l i a n  B r u e c k m a n n

B y train and by bullock cart and some even walking they came on 
Saturday afternoon, August n th , to Hatigarh. These were the 
wives of our pastors who had come for a get-together, a time apart from 
the busy life of their households and community "service. With Parul 
Tudu, the Bible woman who lives with me, and two Bible women from 
the British Baptist Mission, who are visiting with us for three months, I 
was ready to welcome them. Mrs. Lahey of the nearby Australian 
Mission had also come to help. For five days we enjoyed Christian 
fellowship together in our Santineketan, or Peace Cottage. Nine pastors’ 
wives and six Bible Women took part in this retreat.

Peace Cottage, though small, lends itself well to such gatherings. 
W e were as one large family for those few days. The women gladly took 
their turns at helping with the cooking and serving of meals, Bach 
evening family worship was conducted by members of the group. Each 
morning Mrs. Lahey directed us in an hour of Bible Study in which we 
studied Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. W e found many precious 
truths to be applied to our own lives. For another hour before noon we 
had a  very helpful discussion of “  The place of the Pastor’s Wife in the 
Church.”  Each afternoon we had discussions on “ Child Evangelism”  and 
the “ Observance of the Christian Home Festival in our Churches.”  The 
study of Child Evangelism, based upon Mathew 18 : 1-14, brought a new 
challenge to the group members. The idea of children of junior age
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being capable and ready to accept Jesus Christ and follow Him in baptism 
has not been seriously considered among our church people. Our church 

(leaders, fathers, and mothers must be awakened to the need of winning 
our boys and girls to Christ early in life and then nurturing them in the 
faith.

On Tuesday afternoon a number of our visitors went with us when 
we attended, the women’s meeting held each Tuesday at the Leper Colony. 
Mrs. Lahey brought the message which was helpful to a large group of 
women. On Wednesday afternoon the regular women’s meeting of the 
*Christian women of Hatigarh was held in the church. Nolini Behera, 
wife of the pastor of one of our small rural churches, was asked to 
lead the meeting. She said it was the first time she had ever attempted 
4xi lead such a meeting, but she was happy to be asked to do it. With 
the help of one of the Bible Women she prepared and led the meeting 
very well.

Our pastors often find instruction and inspiration in various meetings* 
tu t  for their wives such opportunities have been few, I am looking forward 
to having such a time of fellowship, study, and inspiration with these women 
every year.

THE BIHAR CHRISTIAN COUNCIL
B y  R e v . C. G. V i c h e r t  

Over 50 representatives of the churches, Missions, and affiliated 
groups attended the sessions of the 22nd Biennial Meeting of the Bihar 
Christian Council held at the Bishops’ Lodge, Ranchi, October 2nd to 5th 
1951. Mr. Roadarmel was the official delegate for the A ,B . Bengal-Orissa 
Mission while Mr. Vichert was present as a visitor.
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T he program consisted of reports covering the two years since thé 
Council last met, proposals for the future of Christian work in Bihar, and 
public meetings in the evenings held at the Cathedral for information and 
inspiration.

School for the Blind.

The School for the Blind under the auspices of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel (Anglican) is the only school of its kind in the 
province of Bihar. Mr. Canham in his report said it has been estimated 
that there are two million blind in India and probably not more than a  
thousand are receiving training in an institution. He pled with delegates 
to see that blind children were sent to Ranchi that they might learn ta  
become self-respecting and self-supporting citizens. A  visit of the delegates, 
to this School was arranged. In addition to making cane furniture and 
knitting sweaters, the students look after themselves and even do their 
own washing. The School charges Rs. 15 (about three and a half dollars) 
per month for each child until he becomes self-supporting. The Council 
recommended that the members make a special plea for funds and 
students for this School.

Objectives o f the National Christian Council o f India.

The major objectives, outlined by Dr. Sadiq of the N .C .C . were r

1, The promotion of co-operation and fellowship among the Christian- 
Bodies of India. 2. The encouragement of evangelistic programs in 
the churches. 3. The emphasizing of the Church rather than the 
Mission and the use of Indian languages in place of English. 4. The 
increasing of indigenous support for the N .C .C., since at present 90% of 
the funds come from outside of India. He closed his report with a quotation 
from a non-Christian student in the U .S. who said, “ In India the choice? 
will be between Christianity and Communism. ”
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opportunities.
Rev. Ji. Lakra pointed out that the biggest obstacle,to ¿he“sjjjreacl' 

of the Gospel in India is Neo- Hinduism which, due to the influence o| 
Mahatma Gandhi, has acquired a large following. Another handicap to 
the Christian movement is denominationalism. Each denomination tends 
to become isolated in a  geographical unit. Such diversity> prevents 
Christians from engaging in union projects. Mr. Lakra felt that/the, be$A 
opportunities for evangelistic work would be found in villages where the 
people have no highly developed religious faith. Nationals rather - than 
missionaries should carry the! major burden of evangelistic programs.

The Economic L x f e o f  th eC h u rch .

Rev. Herman Lakra outlined various activities ii\ which 
church members could engage during the dry season to supplement their 
incomes, He proposed the establishment of a  training camp where 
Christians could learn handicrafts and improved methods of agriculture,. 
The Council ̂ approved of his proposal.

Jlanchi was an ideal place for the meetings because of the accommoda
tions available and because of the magnitude of,the Christian‘work in 
that area. Although the delegates were of, different nationalities and from 
a wide variety of churches and Missions there was an excellent spirit of 
fellowship and goodwill. Christian work in Bihar will be greatly strength
ened by t^e willingness ô  t^e groups represented to co-operate with the 
C h i l ia n  Council. ■,

THE COURTYARD SUNDAY SCHOOL v
'B y  S h i r l e y J u ' H ile, !;' .

i Cows, crows, and chickens! Yes, surely a  common part of the rurai; 
scene are these domestic fowls and animals, Still« I sometimes chuckIfe- $q 
i^yaplf as our Sunday, School sits each Sabbath day, and wonder.if, pfeoplq
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at home ever heard John 3 : 16 recited to the accompaniment of a cluck * 
’ ing hen and ten obedient, but squeaking ehicks. This is our.experience 

constantly, f

In January of this yeac, recognizing a need which had not been met, 
Miss Hazel Smith began her work with the non-Bengali speaking children 
of poor parentage who live in the tinjr head-high dwellings on the far out-, 
skirts of Bhimpore- Not only were these children living in the very shadow, 
of our schools, without getting an education, but they were, sad to say, in 
the very shadow of the Mission Church, and not getting the Light. Thus, 
beginning “ Mission”  Sunday Schools in two of the preferred houses out 
m that direction, Miss Smith began what has become a task very dear to 
the hearts of many of us.

Because of the extreme poverty of their homes some of these smajl 
children not only do not have clothes to wear, but they have to eke out the 
meagre family income by shepherding the sheep, goats and cows of their 
neighborhood for which they may get a cent or two a week. With the 
parents’ full consent, in fact almost eager compliance, Miss Smith, four 
fine girls from her boarding school, and one of the teachers in the Girls’ 
School began their weekly service of bringing light into the lives of these 
young boys and girls.

Our regular Sunday School is organized much as one would be in 
the U .S .A . with classes for all ages, from tots to adults. They meet in* 
the church, chapel, and high school auditorium. Although we live and 
work in,a Santal village, among Santa! peoples, still the medium of Instruc
tion is not the Santali language, Jaut Bengali. It is used in our schools, 
since we are in the Province ofTBengal, and so it is also the language 
commonly used in the homes. But some of these very poor people living 
outside o f Bhimpore, with generations of illiteracy behind, an^ perhaps 
ahead of them, do not even understand simple Bengali. They speak only



S&At&li and, that being the caser it was necessary, when planning to begin 
a Sunday School among them, to see that they would be reached in their 
own language. They could not be asked to come to our regular Sunday 
School on the Mission compound because of their lack of understanding of 
Bengali; also, despite their poverty, these peopl s  wearing their rags and 
tatters, or less» would not expose themselves to  the stares of others» 
Meeting right in their own homes was a different matter. W e pay no 
attention to their state of dress (or undress), bu t only to touching their 
hearts with the realization pf God’s love for them.

Nine months have passed since our first Sunday with them, It is a 
joy to see the response they have made ia  the'^Gospel j to see the light of 
understanding dawning in their eyes; W e sometimes combine the two 
little Sunday Schools and have as many as 22 or 25 gathered together# 
Then we are thrilled as we listen to them telling, one by one, all the Bible 
stories they have learned in the past year, hear them repeat their Bible 
verses, and the Lord's Prayer and listen as they sing the Santali songs 
about Jesus. They have learned and will continue to learn until we can 
somehow draw them gently into the program of our churches and schools; 
helping them in practical ways as well as spiritual.

When the Sunday School bell peels out at 4 o’clock each Sunday 
afternoon we hasten out to the simple mud houses and, seating ourselves 
On the welcoming mats, sit in the courtyards and carry on the work. 
Since it is in Santali, and not in Bengali, the missionary has either to 
keep silent or learn a bit of the language. O f course, you can guess the 
answer to that 1 Santali is as different from any other language I have 
heard as can be, but is so fascinating we love to learn it. It is a thrill to 
hear the little children tell their stories and to be able to understand them. 
And if I venture to speak to-them in their own tongue they giggle at the 
sound, tiut are pleased that the missionary would try.

To the four young girls from our Christian boarding, who have 
9»ri|tributed their time and effort so willingly and prayerfully for, Jhis past
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yeir, must gô thé taürel 'wreaths ïôr. service. They RkVfe iièieH Vërÿ tàfc& 
fuî. . W e are very proud of thêta, ànd afë séct*etly delighted to sleé'that- 
their spiritual deveioprneht has also been increased by their vënture in 
serving. Pray for the^ittle children of the Pk’r East Who are ignoràtàt of 
our Lord jèsu’s iChrist, lïut are His dwn beloved children for whom He

g a v e ttisW e .

Ch r i s t i a n  Fe l l o w s h i p  a t  s a l g o d i a

; B y  R u t h  D a n i e l s

1 S a lgo d ia  is ’ à  village literally dug out of the jungle by missionaries
many yèars ago, but flow populated almost entirely by Christians. The 
difficulty of access to it wafs no deterrent to the enthusiasm of somé sâttÿ 
women from village and town churches as they set out for thè Annual 
Woman’s Conference on October 6th. T h e Conference had been invited 
at other times by the women of Salgodia to meet there, but had never 

done so.

It was very hot weather. The first part of the journey for most of 
the delegates was by train. Then we travelled by bus over rough roads 
for nearly an Jiour which brought us within three miles of our destination. 
From there, in the blazing sun, |Vliss Mookerji, President of the Conference, 
led the line of walking delegates across the fields, sometimes balancing on 
the narrow ridges between the rice fields, and trying at other places to 
keep the stickers Out of doth es. Everyone declared that three miles was 

six 1 "

The women of Salgodia were ready with a hearty welcome, happy 
that at last the annual conference was rëaîlÿ meeting in their voltage. 
SOmie said, “ This is the first ti nie since the Woman’s Conference 
Ibegan 20 years ago that you ever came to Salgodia. W e thought you
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never would. They showed áreir $6y in gracious hospitality throughout 
the three days we were there. Even the men made us welcome and did 
feitich of the cooking so their tornen could attend the services.

The fellowship with these women from different parts of our Mission 
field was worth the discomforts of the intense heat. Miss Mookerji, ih 
her capacity as Presidient, was really a leader throughout the conference.

theme was, “ The work of righteousness shall be peace.11 The 
special ¿péaker, Mrs. Christian, -showed that peace was the fruit on the 
tree of righteousness, of which Christ was the trUnk and the foots the 
blood of H is sacrifice.

The different women’s societies brought their contributions for Hóriié 
Missions and For partial support of a Bible Woman. They hope to in

crease their giving as now their contribution usually pays for only half of 
tHe* ¿alary of this woricer.

Miss Mookerji was once -more.'elected President. She had said she 
would not serve again. “  Then why did you consent ? '* I asked. “ Oh, 
those two women from the Sub-Committee asked me so sweetly, so very 
sweetly, what could I do ? "  Her closing address was like her talks, short 
and beautifully strong and clear. It seemed the triumph of deep experience 
áé she spoke oí *he peace we have in Christ while all around is unrest, 
and of the light which'Christian women rntist bear in their homes and tb 
all outside.

• Wte came away glad We had been 'present and grateful to our 
Salgpdia hostesses. In the cool of the morning that >three miles we walked 
back to the bus line seetned less than tWo.
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TELEGUS HOLD JUBILEE
On the 26th of October, the morning after we arrived in Khargputy 

we discovered great activities on the compound behind the Union Church. 
Bamboo posts were being erectedj a  “  pandal ”  was being constructed 
(open shelter with tarpulin covering). When we inquired as to the 
reason for all this we learned th a t, the Telegu Baptist Church, which 
meets in the same building as Union Church, was. to have a Jubilee 
celebration beginning the afternoon of the 27th and continuing through 
Monday, the 29th. Paths were laid out with whitewashed bricks and 
on Saturday banana leaves were brought in rickshaws to cover the 
bamboo poles. At the front a platform was erected with a background 
scene and a drop curtain, for on Monday evening the “  Telegu 
Christian Young M en's Association ’ ■ was to put on a  Biblical drama.

In connection with this program a farewell for Rev. and Mrs. A . L . 
Sanford was held on Monday afternoon. Sincere appreciation was 
expressed for all the help the Telegu Church, and especially the young 
men had received during the ministry of the Sanfords in Khargpur. 
Keen regret was evident that these missionaries would now be in Balasore 
until the time of their furlough in May, 1952. ' (

Mr. Vincent, the Secretary of the Telegu Church, gave a brief 
history of the growth of the church. From his report we give the following 

facts :

“  The Telegu Baptist Church began with one man, Mr» G , R . 
Andrew, and his wife, and three other w o m en  w h o  met for worship in 0 
back room of the Union Church building in ,1918. O f these five original 
members three were Telegus, and the other two women Hindi speaking, 
The three Telegu Christians were constantly engaged in preaching the 
Word and in 1920 several others accepted Christ and were baptized by
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Rev. Koilas Mohapatra/ The Telegri- services were conducted by 
^fr. Andrew under the guidance of. Rev. Mohapatra. Soon the member« 
ship had grown to  twenty-five^ Before the iormal establishment of this 
church Rev. J, H. Oxrieder and the Rev. Mr» Collett, who were in charge 
of thé Oriya and English work respectively, rendered all possible assistance 
to the Telegu Christians. i

With the coming of Rev. E. C . Brush in 1923 to take charge of 
the English work a new day dawned for the Telegu work in Khargpur. 
The congregation had outgrown the little side room and in 1923 
Mr. Brush threw open the main auditorium of Union Church for their use, 
This privilege has continued to the present day.

The Sunday School was started by Mr. S. A . George who also 
conducted a small Mission School for Telegu children. He was succeeded 
by Mr. Andrew who for fourteen years conducted this school and also 
had charge of the work of the Sunday School.

Up until 1926 all monies collected were paid into the treasury of the 
Oriya Church. In 1927 it was decided that the Telegu Church should have 
a  separate organization. A  secretary-treasurer and a board of deacons was 
elected and the arrangement was approved by the missionaries in charge 
at Khargpjir. A  full-time pastor, Mr; ThamaràpaHi David was called,, 
but he remained only two years. The services were then conducted by 
laymen. Then“the services of Mr. Ch.Prakasam  were secured with the 
help of Rev. E. C , Brush and Rev. C. C.-Roadarmel. Mr. Prakasam 
served here for Seven years* and during this time was ordained. Following: 
his resignation! for some time the services of the church were carried on 
with the help of the pastor of the Oriya Church. ^

When Rev. A. L , Sanford succeeded Mr. Brush as missionary he 

secured the services of Rev, P. Limma as pastor. The work proved
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difficult for Kim since his mother-tongue was O riya and his knowledge <Jf 
Telegu was limited. When he was transferred to Golmuri, Jamshedpur, 
the Telegu Chucfch was pastorless until the end of October, 1950.' On the 
first of November Rev* Gladafiohe Kappole, who had received his higher 
education and theological training in America, was secured bfy 
Mr. Sanford to serve as pastor both of the Union Church (English) and th@ 
Telegu Church. It was through Mr, Sanford’s efforts that a happy under
standing was brought about between these two congregations.

God hds been very good to us all through [the years and ijs still 
leading us. His blessing has heen upon the Telegu Church and we look 
forward to the future with great hope and trust in His goodness and mercy. 
May the Telegu Church constantly reach out to meet the needs of the large 
Telegu population, both Christian and non-Christian of'this large indus
trial center. J’ '

Mr. an4 Mrs. RQAPY-FAREWELJL
B y  C o n s t a n c e  V i c h e r t  1

$ iy  Pjapber J$tfo at the iQwrcfr of .Christ, Jam shedpur, n early  150 
peop le  gath ered  to bid farewell to Rev. and Mrs. C. C . Rgadajrmel. Sipce 
i£ha;rgpur, the Rpadarjnel’s new home, is just "dpwn the line*' (84 tpiles 
fro m  jjaprisjhedpur), this occasion was ft? ppjgnant as farewells often 
ar<e. “ Wie’.ll see you again soon,”  was heard on all sides. Bu£ sadness 
9iid regret there was W every heart, for ^ m a r k e d  the end-of three and 
a half years of cl<?se fellowship and united effort with the Roadarmels in 
Christian work in the Church

The eyening’s program began with a get acquainted game and then 
$he singing of Mrs. Roadar mel’s favorite h y m n :MG r e a tis T b y  Faithful
ness.”  Each group m the church‘ was represented on the program with a



special number. That of the Youth Fellowship was the singing of a  
farewell song composed by one of the members and set to the tune of 
“ Polly W olly Doodle.”  The first two lines of the solo part of the song 
referred to the work done by Mr. and Mrs. Roady, these lines having a 
serious note. The second two were humorous and in one verse it read* 
“ They pray safe arrival for your first grandchild.”  Each verse asked for 
God’s blessing and in the chorus was the prayer, “ May Christ be with 
you in all that you do.”

As an expression of their love for and appreciation of the Roadarmels 
the Church members and friends presented them with a beautiful 
oil painting of the Church of Christ building. The Youth Fellowship 
Group, wanting to be remembered every morning by Mr. and Mrs, 
Roady, gave them an electric toaster and breakfast cloth.

To put the sentiment of the entire group into words fell to the part 
of Mr. David Talibuddin. This address tells so well the part Ethel and 
Roady have had in the hearts of the Jamshedpur people that we feel sure 
their many friends in other places would like to read it and so give it in 
full. As is often customary out here a person with excellent penmanship 
was engaged to write the address on a large parchment-like sheet and 
then following its reading the address was presented by the reader.

“ Twenty-five years ago, two young people travelling away from 
home, to serve in far off India, decided that their attraction for each 
other, along with their common burning zeal for Christian Service, indi
cated that they should join forces and bring to their work a double driving 
force. And so Rev. and Mrs. Roadarmel became engaged to be married 
as they steamed toward India in 1926. Mr. RoadarmeB came to work ir» 
Jamshedpur right away, and his bride joined him after their marriage ire 

Assam in 1927.
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They worked here for two years and then served in other areas. It 
was not until December, 1947 that they came back to Jamshedpur to serve 
again through the Church of Christ.

The life and work of a missionary couple are a mystery to many. 
Some go so far as to believe that they do not think and feel like 
we do.

Their life cannot be different, because they live their days and 
their years surrounded and faced with the same problems and emotions as 
■we do. They, like us, are human fathers and mothers. Many times 
they have to grit their teeth and go on with the work they have chosen, 
when their hearts want to do what all other parents do. Who in India 
would not consider it a tragedy if they were unable to be present at their 
first-born son’s wedding ? Yet when Norman Roadarmel, who was born in 
Jamshedpur, got married in America last year, Rev, and Mrs. Roadarmei 
•had to send their prayers and blessings from here. When missionaries 
•dedicate their lives to serve away from home they are fully aware of 
this phase of having to part with their young children, yet it is not done 
without heartache. They, like us, have sleepless nights when they leave 
a  young daughter in college at the age of 17, and their tears like ours 
threaten to choke and blind them when they put their youngest child on 
the boat-to go and study in America and grow from boyhood into man
hood away from home,

No, they are not different, only-having chosen their life work they go 
■qn, rising above their personal feelings, forgetting to cry because they Uave 
to cheer so many who are crying.

The Roadarmels come from America, but it would not be right to 
5̂ 11. them Americans only. Those who have lived in and loved another's 
country so long become part of that place, their roots reaching deep down.
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T h etfs  is a dual nationality,, with two-fold resources, Theÿ lové India, 
•work for India and make sacrifices for India as many of us would like to, 
but for reasons either real or imagined never find time to accomplish. 
Yes, they are Indian as well as American. W a4ch them eating rice with 
their fingers off banana leaves and you will know what I mean.

Wherever- there has been need Rev. and Mrs. Roadarmel have 
been there, helping with time, money and advice. Work such as theirs 
cannot be put down just as so many years of service. In any kind of a 
realistic report it would go in as so many hours'of comfort to the sick, so 
much courage to those who were afraid, sometimes of life, sometimes of 
death. W e would sum up if we could so much hope to those confused in 
mind, so much inspired eagerness. Warm hosptality in their home, so 
much cheer and fun. O r we could go further and state Monju a wee 
Bengali girl is alive and in school because Mrs. Roadarmel found the time 
and money for two operations. Then, standing beside the girl, she gave 

her courage and confidence to face the ordeal. The dhobi’s young 
daughter dying of typhoid was taken to the hospital and expensive up-to- 
date treatment made possible all because some one had the time to give. Not 
two but two thousand such cases, all because Rev. and Mrs. Roadarmel 
have given of their strength and'time and life to this town.

And now we gather to bid them farewell. Our reluctance to let 
them go in no way colors our willingness to make friends with Rev. and 
Mrs. Vichert and sons. But the fact remains that it is with reluctant and 
heavy hearts that we let Rev. and Mrs. Roadarmel leave. W e gain a 
little comfort from the fact that the transfer is necessary. Several months 
ago Rev. Roadarmel was made Field and Corresponding Secretary and 
Treasurer for the Mission. In »carrying this double load Mr. Roadarmel 
has had to be away from Jamshedpur and we know that no one man can 
do two jobs well. Unfortunately, even Missions need Secretaries and 
Treasurers and so we have to let Khargpur gain what we lose.
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You take with you our gratitude and our warm appreciation for ail 
you have meant to this town in general and to each one of us in very 
many special ways. Our prayers and our good wishes go with you-and 
.we want you to know for all time that you were deeply respected and 
loved by all who had the privilege of knowing you. M ay God watch 
over you and continue to use you for His glory wherever you go.”

“ WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE”
Matt. 19 : 26-b

Prayer Requests:

1. As we thank God for the clear guidance given to Rev. and 
Mrs. W . C. Osgood, so that they were sure it was His will for them to 
take emergencj’ furlough, we ask you to continue to pray with us that 
Mrs. Osgood may secure the right medical care in the U .S.A . to com
pletely overcome her difficulties. Pray also that Mr. Osgood may find the 
rest and relaxation he needs after nearly five years of very strenuous work.

2. Continued prayer for Rev, August Berg that Divine healing 
power may supplement all that is being done for him through medical 
science to restore him to health after two serious heart attacks. W e are 
grateful for the ministry of prayer which we know he and his wife are 
carrying on for the work of our Mission, and especially for the Santat 
work which is so dear to their hearts.

3. That a couple may be found for missionary service to the Santal 
peoples and that our A .B .F .M .S. may see its way for sending them out 
soon. If the Lord brings the Bergs back to this work it will be their last 
term and someone must be prepared with a knowledge of the Santali 
language to take over from them.
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4« That Mrs. Mary Ager, now a patient at St. Mary’s Home and 
Hospital, Calcutta, may in her weak condition be upheld by the presence 
of Christ and the certainty of the love and prayers of her friends.

BAPTIST GOVERNOR FOR W. BENGAL
On October 25th Dr. Harendra Coomar Mookerjee was appointed 

Governor of W est Bengal to succeed Dr. K . N. Katju who has been 
appointed to the Central Cabinet, On November 1st the new Governor 
took the oath of office after the President’s Warrant of Appointment had 
been read. The ceremony took place in the Throne Room of Government 
House, Calcutta. On the dais Mrs. Mookerjee sat at her husband’s left.

Bengal is Dr, Mookerjee’s home state. "W ell known in Calcutta as 
an educationist Dr. Mookerjee, who is a devout Christian, is a respected 
elder member of Parliament. A t 77 he retains his zest for reading. 
Literature, religion, and politics are his favorite subjects.”  The above 
quotation comes from The Statesman of October 26th.

It is a source of encouragement to Christians that one recognized as 
an earnest Christian should be appointed to this high office, and t* 
Baptists in particular that one of their number should be eminently quali
fied for Government office. Dr. Mookerjee has always taken an active 
interest in the cause of the Indian Christian minority. In The Statesman 
of November 3rd, in an article which features his photograph, it 
reads: “ As President and General Organizing Secretary of the All-India
Council of Indian Christians he travelled in all parts of the country to form 
branches. Under his leadership Indian Christians played an important 
role in the country’s struggle for freedom. As President of the Indian 
Christian Association, Bengal, and of the Calcutta and Suburban Baptist 
Union he rendered valuable services to his co-religionists in this State«
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Dr. Mookerjee served as Chairman of the Minorities Sub-Committee 
of the Advisory Council of the Constituent Assembly. "H is knowledge 
and fairmindedness made considerable contribution to the drafting of 
general provisions in the Constitution prohibiting discrimination or* 
grounds of religion, caste, or race and guaranteeing equality before law 
and equal opportunities in matters of public employment.

"  Dr. Mookerjee has a brilliant academic record. He obtained the 
M .A . degree in English, standing first in Class I and receiving the Univers 
sitÿ Gold Medal. Later he got his doctorate in English from Calcutta 
University. For 15 years he was Professor of English in the City College, 
Calcutta. He then joined the University Post-Graduate Department 
as an Assistant Professor of English and later became Secretary of the 
Pbst-Graduate Department of Arts and Inspector of Colleges. For seven 
years, until 1941, he held the post of Head t>f the Department of English 
in the University. In recognition of his keen interest in literary research 
he was made an honorary member of the Modern Languages Association 
of England and America.”

The Statesman says: “ Success has not spoiled Dr. Mookerjee. 
His manner is as simple and unassuming as in the days before he achieved 
fame and high office.”

The Governors of four States are now members of the minority 
communities. Dr. Mookerjee of W . Bengal and Sir Maharaj Siagh of 
Bombay are Christian. Sir Homy Mody of the United Provinces is 
Parsee, and Mr, Asaf Ali of Orissa is Muslim.
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NEWS ITEMS
Arrivals an th ?fie ld :

Miss Ruth Daniels and Miss Elsie K ittlitz  arrived in Bombay 
Oct. 2nd. Ruth reached Midnapore, to which she has returned for her 
last term of service before retiring, on October 4th. Elsie reached Balasore 
that same day. She, too, has begun her last term of missionary service,, 
altho’ this is her first in our Mission.

Miss Beatrice Ericson arrived in Bombay September 20th and in> 
Khargpur, Bengal, on the morning of the 23rd. She writes : “  On that 
first Sunday night three young people were baptized in the English speak
ing church here. The next day I left for Balasore to attend the Reference- 
Committee meeting. From there I went to Jamshedpur on September 26th 
where I lived with the Roadarmels and the Vicherts and helped 
Mr. Roadarmel in his work as Mission Secretary.”

Beatrice attended the Women’s Conference at Salgodia and from- 
there went to Hatigarh to audit the books of Rev, W . C. Osgood 
who was preparing to leave for the U .S .A . Then she returned to 
Jamshedpur to assist Roady in the office and to help in packing up for the 
move to Khargpur.

Rev. and Mrs. C. G. Vichert and son Alan arrived in Jamshedpur 
September 3rd from Calcutta, having travelled from Bombay by ship. 
On October 1st they took over responsibilities both for Jamshedpur work 
and for the household from the Roadarmels. On their first Sunday in 
Jamshedpur two young women were baptized at the English service by 
Mr. Roadarmel. On September 6th a welcome reception for the Vicherts 
was held in the lower room  of the Church of Christ. On behalf of the 
church Mr. J. B. Weston, Treasurer, and active for many years in the 
church, welcomed the Vicherts to the service of the church and assured 
them of the co-operation of all the members of the church and congregation»
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T he social time with games and refreshments made it possible for the 
Vicherts to get a good start in becoming acquainted with their parish. 
The Roadarmels feel that they have turned over the work so dear to their 
hearts to a consecrated couple whom the Lord can use to extend His 
Kingdom and who will build well on the foundation that has been laid.

Gertrude Btox  should arrive in Bombay about November 16th, 
about the time this goes to print. She will live with the Roadarmels and 
M iss Ericson at Khargpur until the annual Mission Conference, December 
n th . She will then meet with the Reference Committee and her permanent 
location will be decided.

Departures from the field:

Rev. and Mrs. W. C, Osgood, with their son Gilbert, left Calcutta 
b y  Pan American Airways on October ioth and arrived in Portland, 
Oregon on October 22nd which was Gilbert’s loth birthday. An emergency 
furlough was granted them in order that Mrs. Osgood might get further 
medical treatment. Theirs was a happy landing with three older children, 
Mr. Osgood’s two brothers and the family of one, and his 80 year old 
father at the airfield to meet them. They may be addressed at 227 E. 
33rd St., Eugene, Oregon,

It is our prayer that Bill and Jane may know God’s guidance and 
blessing during their stay in the U .S .A ., that they will find complete health 
and be able to return in a yeaPs time.

Eleanor Frost Michaels (Mrs. R. M.) moved to Washington, D .C . 
from Ohio in Septmber. Her husband is working towards his M .A. degree 
at George Washington University and is serving as Assistant Professor 
¡0 th e  Psychology Department of th e  University.
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The one hundred and fourteenth Annual Mission €onfe fence of our 
Bengal-Orissa Mission will be held at Balasore, Orissa, from December 
n th  to 14th inclusive. The theme based upon Hebrews 12 : 28 (New 
Standard American Version) will be “  Our Unshakeable Kingdom.” 
The devotional period, which begins the program each morning, will center 
our thoughts on the phrases of the Lord’s Prayer. Each of these periods 
will be led by one of the ladies. A  daily Bible study period of forty 
minutes, led by Rev. A . L. Sanford and special music, under the direction 
of Miss Elsie Kittlitz, will bring us inspiration in the midst of the necessary 
business sessions,

W e are asking Connie Lou Sanford and Bruce Vichert, who will be 
home from High School for the cold season holidays, to serve with 
Rev. Glenn Hill, Miss Elsie Kittlitz and Mrs, C . G. Vichert in planning a 
recreational evening.

The annual conference sermon will jbe brought to us by Rev. C . G. 
Vichert and will be followed by a communion service led by Rev. H. I. 
Frost.

The H a lf Yearly Meeting o f the Indian Churches was held at 
Bhimpore, October 25th to 28th. Morning prayers were conducted by 
different pastors. In addition to the regular bifsiness sessions there were 
constructive periods when Miss Ruth Daniels spoke on the economic side 
of the Christian home, and also dernohstratated how order ahd cleanliness 
are aids to worship} Rev. R. K. Sahu spoke on the Christian teacher, and 
Babu Priya Baske spoke on the duties of parents in a Christian home, 
The conference sermon was given by Rev. A. L. Sanford, who also led the 
communion service which followed. The final service of dedication was led 
by Mr» Sudorson Maity.
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Mrs, Mary Ager who has served for many years in Salgodia, Orissa, 
has been admitted to St. Mary’s Home, 23 Marquis St., Calcutta. Follow
ing a shock she became completely helpless, She is well cared for at this 
Christian home for the aged, but, of course  ̂ is lonely. It would mean 
much to her to hear from those who know her. She is 86 years of age 
and it would seem that it may not be long before she will find release from 
her frail and helpless body.

Mrs. H. I. Frost has suffered a dislocated shoulder and a fractured 
wrist as the result of a fall on the steps of the Boys’ Boarding in Balasore. 
She is carrying on her usual round of duties,-using her right arm, inspite 
of the inconvenience of having her wrist in a cast and a sand bag suspended 

at the elbow to correct the dislocation.

W e regret to report that Rev. A , A . Berg has had a second heart 
attack. He and Mrs. Berg were due back in India this fall. How greatly 
we miss them ! With them, where we cannot understand we can trust 
and we know that some day we shall see how “  all things work together 
for good to them that love God.”

The first United Youth Conference of Midnapore, Balasore, and 
Singbhum Districts was held at Balasore, October n th  to 15th. Over 155 
young people, including the leaders, were present representing different 
churches of the three districts. The theme of the Institute was “ The 
Consecrated Life.”

Printed and published by Rev. W . E. Thomas, Orissa Mission Press, ; 
Cuttack, for Mrs. C .C . Roadarmel, Editor, Khargp'ur, W . Bengal, India.
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