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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
B y  t h e  E d it o r

It has been gratifying to the editor of u Tidings ”  to receive words 
of commendation from readers of our quarterly on the three issues that 
appeared during the past year. But encouraging as these are, they do 
not pay the printer’s bill, nor the cost of postage. Last year we did not 
put out an annual report number due to the high cost of printing, but 
this year our Mission voted that this issue should appear. We are happy 
to share with our readers through these reports the problems connected 
with missionary service in Bengal, Orissa and Bihar. The discouraging 
features are to be found as well as the signs of progress, the victories and 
the hopes for the future.

We regret that after this issue it will be impossible to continue 
sending out our little magazine free of charge, for we do want all of you 
who have found it helpful during the past year to continue receiving it. 
The cost this past year has been met by the annual gift from the Free 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Society, a few small donations from inter- 
ested friends in the U .S.A . and the balance from the Bengal-Orissat 
Reserve Fund. The present number is being paid for entirely frpm this 
Mission Fund, but it is not fair to continue to draw upon this Reserve 
which is so sadly needed for projects here in India,
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At the Annual Mission Conference in November it was voted that, 
following the free distribution of this annual report number, there should 
be a subscription rate for subsequent issues, This rate was set at forty 
cents per year for the four issues, inclusive of postage in the U .S.A . 
This is an increase of 10 cents only over the pre-war subscription price. 
If we do not print more than 20 pages for each number and 450 copies 
are paid for by subscription (a slightly lower rate in India), we shall 
still need to count on donations to cover approximately one-third of the 
cost of publication.

These are the facts, friends, and if you wish Tidings to continue to 
bring news of missionary service in Bengal-Orissa to individuals, 
missionary societies, and churches in the U.S.A., helping in the promo
tion of intelligent praying and giving, and forming a link between you 
and your Christian brothers and sisters in this field will you not send 
your subscription to Mr. Forrest Smith, Treasurer, 152, Madison Avenue., 
N .Y . 16. Your name and address will then be forwarded to Mrs. J . A. 
Howard, our distributor in the U.S., who has so faithfully served her 
colleagues in Bengal-Orissa through the past year in sending out 

Tidings "  and in making new friends for this messenger. The future 
of “  Tidings" depends upon you. If you have suggestions as to how we 
can better serve you through this medium, send them to Mrs, J .  A. 
Howard, or directly to the editor.

EVANGELISTIC WORK-BALASORE DISTRICT
B y  L i l l i a n  B r u e c k m a n n

Each time I spend a few days in any of the villages of this district, 
I long to be able to settle down and spend a whole year in that one place. 
It takes time to develop a constructive program of work among the 
Christian women which will enable them to witness effectively among 
their non-Christian neighbors.
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The little Christian community at Chordia had been pastorless for 
nearly four years. It was a discouraging situation which greeted our 
party of three preachers, a Bible woman and myself when we 
went there in January. We took with us a young pastor, his wife, who is 
a trained teacher, and their three children. During our ten day stay we 
did our best to enlist the support of the community for the Lower 
Primary School, which was reopened and which has since been carried 
on faithfully by the pastor’s wife. This young couple have had many 
problems to face, but they have carried on with faith and courage 
throughout the year.

The village school at Kundupore has progressed well under the 
capable teaching of Miss Bindu Basini Das of that village. With the 
increased enrolment it was necessary to appoint a second teacher and 
even better results are to be expected in the coming year.

In Ujurda the load of pastoring the]third largest church in the district 
and teaching the four classes of the Lower Primary School proved too 
much for one man. When he became very ill it was evident that some 
help must be given to him. We are now happy to have a second teacher 
appointed to that school. There is a group of young men in this church 
who are eager for guidance in Christian activities. They were most help
ful in going with the local pastor, the Bible woman and me to the various 
nearby villages to show stereopticon pictures. Their readiness to lead 
the singing was a great help.

Leadership Training.
The crying ¡need among the churches is for Christian leadership 

training. Among the women efforts for leadership training have been 
made through our Annual Women’s Conference and the annual meeting 
of the women of the eight churches in the Hatigarh area. This year a 
Pastors' Wives Institute was held for the first time. During the four 
days that twelve pastors’ wives and Bible women met, we spent time in 
prayer and meditation, in Bible study, in discussions of the responsibilities



of the pastor’s wife and of the Christian home. A very practical outcome 
of this Institute was the preparation of program material which is being 
used in the meetings of women’s groups in the churches. This material 
was edited and mimeographed by one of the Bible women and distributed 
to all the churches.

The Young Peoples’ Institute, held at Chandipur, afforded four 
days of inspiration, recreation and Christian training for about seventy- 
five young people of our churches.

Answered Prayer.

Our prayers for additional workers among the women of Balasore 
District are being answered. Nina Bowers has returned from furlough 
prepared to give full time to evangelistic work among women in Balasore 
District. One young woman has indicated her desire to give full time 
to evangelistic work after completion of the High School Matriculation 
Examination next March. A young Santal Bible Woman from Bhimpore 
has been loaned to the Batigarh area for the coming cold season in order 
to strengthen our work among the many Santal women of this area. 
These workers, in addition to the two young women recently trained at 
Leonard Theological College, and the two Bible women and one nurse 
working in Hatigarh, encourage me to believe that God is leading us into 
greater service among the women of Balasore District than we have here
tofore attempted. May we be conscious of the guidance of His Spirit in 
all of our planning and work in the coming year.

GIRLS’ SCHOOL—BALASORE
B y  E l iz a b e t h  M o o v e y

The past year seems to divide itself in quarters. The first quarter 
vvas spent in finishing my second year study of the Oriya language. It 
was a relief to complete the examination in March. The language is by
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no means mastered, but now I have a foundation on which to work and 
will be able to continue to learn in a more informal way. From these 
two years I am convinced that time spent on language is worthwhile and 
is an absolute necessity for good missionary service.

On the first of April I was given charge of the school and hostel. 
Fortunately, during the preceding year I had learned something of the 
routine of the work. Even so, I had many new things to learn. April 
and May were filled with office work ¡—accounts, annual reports, and 
much Government correspondence. Also in April we began a new 
program in the Primary School.

Cotton Project.
Along with the teachers I began to learn more about the growing of 

cotton, and the process of spinning which were to be the centre for our 
activity program. After many attempts to get our ground plowed, we 
finally had it dug up. Then the children planted their cotton seeds and 
began a study of cotton; Also during the year they began silk worm- 
culture and carried on many interesting activities with that. There have 
been several valuable outcomes of this program :—the teachers have a  
new interest in their work; they are centering their attention more on the 
children and less on the subjects they teach ; the children are learning to 
think and plan instead of being parrots ; they are learning to work to
gether and take responsibility. All of this is valuable in building 
Christian character.

Vacation.
Summer vacation came the latter part of May and early June. I 

was fortunate in being able to spend one of the most enjoyable and 
profitable vacations that I have ever had at Dr. Stanley Jones’ Ashran» 
at Sat Tal.
Cottage System.

July, August and September were given mainly to starting the new 
cottage system among the boarding girls. Our fifty-two boarders were
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divided in five groups. Each group chose a name for its house and a big 
sister to help care for the family. Also the matron and teachers were 
each given a certain group for which to be responsible and to guide when 
necessary. Besides the regular household duties, the girls took part in 
spinning and gardening classes so that they might have an opportunity to 
learn some cottage industries. They elected a “  panchayat ”  which is 
their governing group. Gradually through these three months they be
came adjusted to the new system and began to take joy and pride in their 
work. Family worship has been an important part of the cottage life. 
Out of the fifty-two only seven are Hindu girls. The others are from 
Christian families. Fourteen have been baptized. In August the new 
mud and thatch cottage was dedicated. The name “  Ujala ” , which 
means “ light”  was given to this cottage- A group of eight girls live there 
and are making it into a real home.

Special Meetings.

October and November were full of conferences. In October the 
Women’s Conference was held at Bhimpore arid following that the Young 
People's Conference took place at Chandipur by the sea. As usual we 
had a wonderful time at Chandipur. Except for the first night we had 
perfect weather. We were fortunate in having a young Indian evangelist 
as the main speaker. He gave several fine talks and also taught the 
young people many Bengali Christian choruses which they enjoyed 
singing. Four of our hostel girls attended and when they returned they 
passed along to others what they had learned. In November our Mission 
Conference was held here in Balasore.

December is a month by itself given mainly to Christmas prepara- 
~ tion. Interesting programs were held both in the hostel and school. 
Ten girls remained in the hostel during the holidays and Christmas Day 
was spent with them. On Christmas Eve the Balasore missionaries got 
together for dinner and fellowship. There were seven of us this year. 
W e  were sorry9 that Nina Bowers had not gotten back from furlough to 
join us.
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Hope fo r  the Future.
As I look back over the year it seems to be tilled with beginnings. 

We have made a good start in several things. Now the question is, can 
we carry on with these beginnings and bring them to the fullest blossom ? 
Can we prune here and there where needed to strengthen our main 
stalk ? Can we emphasize the central figure of Christ ? Can all the 
activities of the school and hostel be testimonies for and contribute
to the growth of Christian character? I believe this is possible through 
prayer and love and guidance. My hope for the new year is that the 
seeds which have been planted this year may continue to grow and bring 
forth fruit for His Kingdom.

“  Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”  I. Cor. io : 3 1.

BALASORE STATION
M r . a n d  M r s . J .  G . G il s o n

Reinforcements.
It has seemed most of the time this year as though we were always 

slaving away at routine tasks and accomplishing nothing, but as we look 
back over the year we see that several significant things have happened. 
Most significant of all is the reinforcement of our Missionary staff. First 
the Frosts returned to Balasore after 19 months furlough during which we 
had been the only family in the station. While their chief responsibility 
is the District work, and they take no responsibility for the institutional 
work in the town, they pdo relieve us of many of the little things which 
take time and patience, especially attending to all the poor villagers who 
come to us with all their petty problems (very big to them), and they do 
those pastoral services for the people of the town which we could 
never do.

Then in November came the Johnsons, Verner and Mildred, the 
first new missionary family to be assigned to Balaspre since we arrive,«!
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23 years ago. The three families who were at Balasore when we arrived 
had all left the Mission in the meantime, and the staff had been reduced 
from four families to two, which means that nearly half the time there 
was only one family on the field. Pending the provision of a suitable 
house, the Johnsons are making their home with us, and they are a great 
joy and inspiration to us. While putting in most of their time in language 
study for the present, they have already started to take part in the activi
ties of the station, especially in planning the new building and building 
alterations. Mr. Johnson was the main speaker at the Christmas service 
at the Balasore church and his message was much appreciated.

We also had the privilege of entertaining the Annual Meeting of 
the Mission in Balasore, and of having Dr. John Skoglund as a guest in 
our home for a week while he was getting acquainted with the many 
problems of our Mission.

Indian Staff.
There have been some significant changes in our Indian staff 

during the year. Rev. R. K . Sahu, who had been the Headmaster of the 
High School for the last 27 years, left on July last to give his full {time to 
the work of Executive Officer of the Home Mission Board. We were 
very fortunate to secure in his place Mr. P. C. Paitwari, B .A ., B .T., a 
fine Christian young man from East Bengal. Mr. Patwari is very quiet 
and unassuming, but very quickly won the love and respect of his staff 
and students and built up again the morale of the school which had 
fallen very low when it was known that the Headmaster was to leave.

Mr. B. K. Sahu, the chaplain and Bible teacher, left early in the 
year to become pastor of the Hatigarh church, and in his place we secured 
the services of Mr. K. S . Roul, the best educated and most energetic of 
the younger preachers, who has made a real contribution to the work of 
the school during the year.

Another new man on the compound is Mr, C. R. Roy, wbo came 
the first of July as Manual Training Teacher. He is also a Christian
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from East Bengal and had his education at “  Siksha Sanga,”  the Union 
Christian High School at Bishnupur.

Treasury Work.
The routine work of the Mission Treasurer’s office has just about 

doubled during the year with so many more missionaries arriving on the 
field, so much more of the white cross material getting through, more 
funds turned in for safe keeping, more bank accounts to be kept, and 
more “  red tape”  required by the Registered Auditors who were employ
ed for the first time this year.

Property Supervision.
The Property Advisor’s work has been neglected this year as it was 

last. Aside from making a few very rough sketch plans and estimates, 
about the only work done outside the station was the acquisition of land 
and building at Bhimpur for teachers’ quarters, and the acquisition 
and survey of a plot of land at Nekurseni for a Missionary residence 
and a training center for the Kora field. Construction work has 
been going on most of the year at the Girls’ School compound at 
Balasore, where we have built 4 septic tank latrines, one garage and 
store room, and one cottage for the hostel girls. Part of the old 
bungalow, which had been used temporarily for the girls’ hostel was dis
mantled to get materials for the new buildings. Electric lights were in
stalled in the High School and the Headmistress’s house.

On the Boys’ School compound the fencing, which was started last 
year, was finished so that it was possible to control the cows pasturing on 
the compound and to collect enough grazing fees to pay most of the 
salary of an attendant. The compound electric line was extended and 
lights installed in the Headmaster’s house, the Second Master’s house and 
the High School hostel. Just at the end of the year a start was made on 
alterations at the bungalows to provide a suitable apartment for the 
Johnsons. Other improvements on the compound had to be postponed 
for want of materials.
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L iv in g  Costs.
The cost of living continued to rise rapidly during the year, the 

index as published in the papers now having reached 398, and the poor 
preachers and teachers are nearer starvation than ever before as we did 
not get any appropriation for increasing salaries this year. We are still 
hoping that either the Government or the supporters of the Mission will be 
more generous in 1949.

The Church,

There are continuing signs of a growth of spiritual life and a sense 
of responsibility in the church. The recent every member canvas succeed
ed in nearly doubling the subscriptions for the local church expenses and 
the church has taken up in earnest this year the collections for the 
Central Fund of ihe Home Mission Board. Twenty-eight people were 
baptized and joined the church during the year, and a good group was 
prepared for baptism on the 1st Sunday of January, 1949. The Sunday 
School had a very good year, with higher attendance than last, under the 
guidance of the new Superintendent, Mr. K . S. Roul. It is interesting to 
note that there are more young men volunteering to be Sunday School 
teachers than we can find classes for. This enthusiasm for Christian 
service among the young men is one of the most hopeful signs for the 
future of the church.

B y  M r . J .  G . G i l s o n .

HIGH AND TECH NICAL SCHOOL, BALASORE
M r . a n d  M r s . J .  G . G il s o n

Aside from the change of Headmaster mentioned previously, the 
most significant event for the High School was the starting of Technical 
High School classes for which we had been trying the past 15 years. 
The Utkal University published in April their new syllabus for the
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Technical Matriculation examination which will be in effect from 1950, 
and we started teaching the new syllabus in classes IX  dnd X  in July. 
Ours w ill be ike only school in the province to have students ready fo r  
the first examination in 1950. We have five boys preparing'. There are 
15  boys in the class of 1951 who have taken up the Technical course.

For teaching the Technical classes we secured the services of Mr, 
P. C. Hansdah of the Technical School and Mr. C. R. Roy as mentioned 
before; but the position of a more highly qualified teacher for Engineering 
Science is still vacant, as no qualified person can be found on the pay we 
can offer at present.

Results in the Matriculation examination of 1948 were disappoint
ing. Of the nine Christian boys sent up only three passed in the first 
examination and two more in the supplementary. The three who passed 
first are all attending Balasore College. Our attempts to persuade some 
of them to go away to a Christian College failed because the amount of 
the scholarships we offered were not sufficient to meet the extra costs of 
living away from home, and the parents preferred to keep them at home 
any waj\ The Mission has now agreed to offer higher scholarships next 
year with the hope that the best boy from this year’s class may be helped 
to go to a Christian College and prepare for Christian service.

Only three young men from Balasore are now attending Christian 
Colleges; Isaac Nayak in the B.Sc. class of the Bankura Christian 
College an‘d David Simons and Rajut Sahu in the Stewart Science 
College, Cuttack. Samarlal Saha, Miss Corabyi Sahu and Miss Mukul- 
rani Mahapatra passed the Intermediate Arts examination from Balasore 
College this year.

Staffing Difficulties.
The problem of obtaining qualified Christian staff for the school 

has been much discussed in both Mission and Church meetings-this year, 
but no solution has yet been found. The scale of pay is inadequate to 
attract even non-Christians who are suitably qualified in these boom times,
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and very few Christian young men are willing to make the financial 
sacrifice involved to serve their own community in this way, so most of 
the present staff are both non-Christian and untrained. Aside from the 
Headmaster and the two technical teachers there were only three other 
Christian teachers on the staff during the year and the best trained of 
them (the Physical Training Instructor) resigned just before Christmas 
to join the local Government High School. Pray for more consecrated 
young men to serve as teachers in the school.

The Technical School had several distinguished visitors during the 
year, including the Premier of Orissa who visited last February, and the 
Governor of Orissa, Mr. Asaf Ali, (formerly Ambassador to the U .S.A.) 
who visited on December 23rd. The Premier made fine promises of 
increased Government aid for increasing teachers’ pay and expanding the 
program of the school, but due to apathy, incompetence and corruption 
in the Government offices, no grant has yet been sanctioned. We are 
hoping that the Governor's favorable remarks on his visit will bear some 
fruit.

Except for the Chaplain, there were no changes in the teaching 
staff this year. The present teaching staff includes nine Christians and 
four non-Christians, and there are some good Christian young men in 
the clerical and workshop staff as well. The staff includes two deacons 
of the local church, the president, secretary and treasurer of the Church 
Committee, the Superintendent of the Sunday School, the President of 
the Christian Endeavour Union (which has 7 branches in the town). It is, 
jn fact, the group which is responsible for most of the aggressive work 
within the church.

Because the amount of money available for stipends has not been 
increased and so becomes more and more inadequate as inflation grows, 
the number of students has decreased to the lowest figure in many years, 
only 35 full-time students having appeared for the final examinations at 
the end of the year. The part-time Commercial courses have become
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more popular and the 8 typewriters now available for practice are kept 
busy 7 hours a day. For the first time we now have two girl students in 
Commerce. There was one student to complete the Technical Diploma 
course at the end of the year, four to take the artisan certificate, two of 
whom are carpenters and two blacksmiths, and five students completed 
Commercial courses.

Most of the machinery which was purchased with the Rs. 25,000 
grant from Government, which I reported last year and the Rs. 25,000 
which we put with it, has been installed, but a few machines which were 
delayed for import licenses are expected soon. When they arrive we 
will have a really up-to-date equipment in most departments.
Production.

The results of the workshop production have been much more 
satisfactory than last year. The electric supply has been regular 6 hours 
a day since last April. More materials, especially steel for fabrication 
and pipes for tube wells, have been available. There has been much 
more demand for our products than we could possibly supply. Orders 
have included the furniture for the new guest rooms at Government house, 
Cuttack, (in which Lord and Lady Mountbatten were the first guests), 
•woodwork for many new houses in Balasore, iron cooking utensils and 
other equipment for the Orissa jails, several tube-wells and test borings 
at numerous bridge sites on the new National highways. The interest in 
sanitary sewage disposal has suddenly grown again and our Sanitation 
department has been kept busy making plans for Institutions, District 
Board, Municipality and private homes. All this productive activity serves 
four purposes: ( 1)  practical training for our boys, (2) help to the Govern
ment’s production drive, (3) service to people of the Balasore community, 
and (4) income to help finance the school (total sales during the year were 
more than $20,000).

The chief thing that we need now is more students to take advan
tage of the training facilities we have to offer. Pray that the Christian 
influence of the school may be maintained through all our many contacts 
with the public.

By M r. J .  G. G i l s o n ,
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HATIGARH AREA
R e v . a n d  M r s . W. C. O s g o o d .

The year opened with baptisms at two places, some from Christian 
families, one of which has three generations of preachers in it, and some 
from Sudra caste Hindus; it closed with attendance at a play represent
ing the victory of the Christian witness despite severe persecution, presen
ted by the Hatigarh young men. Progress has as usual seemed slow, 
yet one new church has been organized and there have been baptisms, 
approximately one for every 13  members of the Christian church in the 
area. Compared with the vast need and the numbers untouched this has 
represented almost stagnation and yet who can tell what the movement of 
the Spirit may be in using some one of these for His purposes in India.

Sometimes the missionary’s year seems like an almost endless series 
of meetings of various church groups and committees. In each of these 
one attempts to bring to bear on the situation the Word of God and the 
wisdom His Spirit provides. Perhaps the most satisfying of these meet
ings this year was that in which a group gathered for a ten day period of 
lay leadership training. It was possible to give enough Bible teaching 
to this group to make a real difference and the experiment is to be repeat
ed from year to year. At another time 80 young people gathered for a 
four day institute. Studies in The Ten Commandments and Jesus’ 
Interpretation Thereof, in The Lordship and Call of Jesus, in the books of 
Job and Revelation, in Preparation for Church Membership, and For 
Christian Witness, the Sources of Power, and the like were given in various 
Bible study groups. Nearly every Sunday was spent in visits to some 
outlying church or churches, except for those taken by stated meetings.

The new jeep has saved many miles of bicycle travel and made 
possible taking a party along for numerous occasions when market preach
ing' or the showing of slides and the like were the order of the evening. 
The S .V .E . Projector and the set of coloured slides based on Christ and
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the Fine Arts with its studies in the Life, Teachings and Wondrous Works 
of Christ has been a . great joy and carries a strong appeal fora wide 
variety of groups. Hostel children, lepers, Santal villagers, church 
groups, Hindus of all castes and various racial backgrounds have watched 
fascinated while these were explained to them.

Among the high lights of the year for me have been the return of 
the Frosts to take up the work among the churches of the Balasore Local 
Committee area and the coming of tlie Johnsons to take up language 
study and later to share in the Oriya work. The visits of Dr. J .  E. 
Skoglund and the Wilsons were also an inspiration. The former was able 
to spend some time travelling about among the churches and schools.

One great encouragement has been the beginning of a more inten
sive work for women in the area with Miss Brueckmann and her Bible 
woman helper coming to spend their major time here. The repairs and 
alterations of buildings for them to use as the W .A.B.F.M .S. center here, 
though built on village Indian style, have taken persistent pushing over 
several months. Other care of property work such as the major repairs 
on the Jaleswar bungalow and the garage for the jeep and the like have 
progressed but slowly, due to unsatisfactory'supply and labour conditions. 
It literally takes years to do what could have been done in a few months 
before the war. Costs are up four to five times the pre-war rates and 
controls and delays in shipments make for less efficient use of labour time.

Total enrolment in the schools has been the largest ever, but secur
ing an adequate staff of trained Christian teachers has been an increasing
ly difficult problem. Railway and Government employ when available 
bring starting pay roughly equivalent to Mission maximum scales after 15 
to 20 years of service. Nevertheless, two newly trained Christian teachers 
joined during the year and an additional one has agreed to serve from 
January in the newly formed high school at Salgodia which serves some 
churches of the area. One of the student preachers finished his training 
also and has taken the pastorate of Jaleswar church together with evan
gelistic responsibility nearby.
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While there has been a spirit of prayer and a seeking for evangelistic 
outreach and revival on the part of some, the indiscipline and competition 
for power and position which has characterized sections of political India 
since independence, have .not been absent from the life of the churches. 
Three weeks of special meetings, followed by another period running on 
into 1949 in the central station church, give promise of results in His good 
time as the Word has been faithfully preached,

Mrs. Osgood has spent much time rn the care of the numerous 
boarding children and the health of the villagers. Her frequent visits in 
village homes and encouragement of the women’s meetings have meant 
much. For some months during the school year she was active in all 
the affairs of the Landour and Woodstock School community as well as 
furnishing Luella and Gilbert some of the joys of homelife. The witness 
of a Christian home constilutes an invaluable leaven.

Planning for the acceptance of increased responsibility on the part 
of the church for the total program of ChrisLian work in the area has 
proceeded several steps forward. We need an accompanying outpouring 
of the Spirit of love and sacrifice to insure the satisfactory growth of the 
power to carry these new responsibilities. The fulltime secretary of the 
Home Mission Board and the churches of the whole field has found 
growing opportunity for service during the months since July 1st when 
he took office.

Pray for us and our Indian colleagues that we may be strengthened 
with might by His Spirit in the inner man that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus.

B y  D r . W . C . O sgood.



JAMSHEDPUR AND MOSABONI
R e v . a n d  M r s . C. C. R o a d a r m e l

Jamshedpur, the city built up about the Tata Iron and Steel Co. 
has grown to a population of some 2,00,000 and is taking an important 
place in the industrial development of the New India. Our Mission felt 
that this busy center must be given more attention and so assigned us 
here on our return from furlough in December, 1947. None of our 
missionaries had been living here since 1936, so only occasional help 
had been given to the independent Indian churches. During part of this 
time our Mission was unable to carry on any English work here.

English Work.
On January nth, '48 we began regular Sunday evening services in 

English. As the local Anglican church, without a resident pastor, was 
holding English services the first and third Sunday evenings each month, 
we arranged ours for the second, fourth and fifth Sundays. We felt that 
such co-operation was highly desirable to avoid the dividing of the »people 
into two competing groups. Throughout the year there has been an average 
attendance at the services of 37 with the highest reaching n o  on the 
Sunday that Dr. John Skoglund, our Secretary from New York, was 
visiting here. The Christian people are widely scattered. Bus connections 
are poor; gasoline is rationed. Differences of church background and 
habits of- neglect of worship having been formed among the English 
speaking population means that many more need to be reached by this 
ministry. People resident in Jamshedpur come from all parts of India 
and from foreign countries as well. Many different denominations as 
well as faiths, are to be found among those whose first or second language 
is English, as well as among those who speak only an Indian vernacular. 
This makes it exceedingly difficult to develop a sense of church loyalty and 
responsibility. However, we realize that the greatest need is for a supreme 
loyalty to Jesus Christ which can surmount barriers of denominations 
and indifference to the claims of the church.
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From February ist we have conducted an English Sunday School', 
the only one in the community. Only a small group has responded to this 
but, even so, we believe it is worthwhile. The indifference of parents to 
the religious training of their children confronts us constantly. The 
Protestant Christian witness is urgently needed when the only schools 
teaching in English in the community are those conducted by Roman 
Catholics, manned by six American Jesuits, and a large number of 
Indian nuns and other teachers.

The Telco community, about six miles from our church, has been 
growing about the expanding Tata Engineering and Locomotive Co. 
This company has been making boilers, railway undercarriages and the 
first road rollers in India. We have continued each Tuesday evening the: 

* services, started by Rev. A. L. Sanford from Khargpur before our 
arrival, at the home of Mr. L. Roga, formerly a deacon in our Khargpur 
Union Church. We are encouraged by the interest of these Christian 
people in spiritual growth. On the 23rd of December, following the
worship service, twenty-four carollers toured the Telco, Golmuri and
Jamshedpur areas in a truck, bringing the Christmas message in song to 
many homes.

We secured the co-operation of the Anglican Church in a social for 
young people and adults and another for children during Christmas 
week. At the former, following a wholesome good time and refreshments, 
the Christmas story was shown in projected Kodachrome pictures. Mrs. 
Roadarmel worked out a pageant of the Nativity with the nurses of the 
Tata Hospital. The Christian nurses took the parts of the characters in 
the tableaux which were accompanied by a chorus singing appropriate 
carols. Through this presentation the meaning of Christ’s coming into 
the world was brought to more than 200 people, gathered at the United 
Club Hall. About one half of the audience was made up of educated
non-Christians. The year closed with a Watch Night social at our
home, followed by a worship and consecration service.
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The development ot this work among English speaking people 
-depends a great deal upon personal contacts and requires much calling 
in the homes. Church services, Sunday School, and other meetings are 
important, but personal work and counselling are most necessary if the 
church is to become strong and be made up of consecrated individuals 
who will put loyalty to Christ above racial, linguistic, or denominational 
affiliations which .tend to divide. We long for more time to give to this 
■challenging opportunity and to reach out to the large number of educated 
English speaking Indians who (hink of Christ only as a great Teacher 
and revere Him as such. We count on your prayers that, in the midst of 
the many claims upon our time, we may never forget the importance of 
the individual soul.

Indian Churches.
We have been able to help some in counselling with the leaders of 

the various churches which have their services in the Hindustani and 
■Oriya languages. Bethel-Calvary Baptist Church has had three services 
each Sunday, one in the church and two in neighbouring centers. Several 
cottage prayer services are held each week in various homes. Four 
Sunday Schools, using three different languages, have been reaching a 
good number of the widely scattered children. Through a special com
mittee, recently appointed by the church, we hope to be able to help in 
improving the religious education program. Four adults have followed 
Christ in baptism during the year.

Bethel Baptist Church has had two services each Sunday, one in 
the church and one in a home about eight miles away and has carried on 
cottage prayer meetings during each week. A special committee from 
the Half-Yearly Meeting (Association) tried to heal the breach between 
this church and the one mentioned above, but their efforts failed. We 
are deeply concerned over this and are praying that through a deeper 
-spiritual experience those who are holding, out against a united church 
may be led to see how the work of Christ is being hindered and a strong;
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impact on the community rendered impossible by this division among 
Christians.

A special service on the occasion of the assassination of Mahatma 
Gandhi called attention to some phases of his example which accorded 
with Christian teachings. A Union service on August 15th, the first 
anniversary of Indian independence, brought together members of several 
churches.

Emmanuel Baptist Church at Golmuri, the Home of the Tinplate 
Co. of India, is seeking a pastor of her own, after carrying on for some 
years with a makeshift arrangement. The room in the pastor’s house, 
which is used for the services, is filled to overflowing every Sunday. At 
Christmas time 12 were baptized. A church building is sorely needed. 
They have raised about Rs. 2,000 towards it, but several times that amount 
will be needed to build a suitable building. The area accessible to the 
church is being built up rapidly with new quarters and there is an un
precedented opportunity before the church.

At Mosaboni Mines, 45 miles from Jamshedpur, is located the 
largest Copper Mines in India. Grace Union Church there has faced 
many discouragements during the year, but is beginning now to see ways 
of doing more effective work. VVe hope during the coming year to be
able to give more time to working with the leaders there.

Field Secretary Responsibilities.
Duties as Field Secretary of the Mission have involved the usual 

meetings, minutes, budgets, correspondence, reports, etc., with new
problems to be faced in the changing situation in India. Most of
November I spent in escorting Dr. Skoglund on his first visit as foreign 
secretary to our various mission stations, and then meeting with him an<± 
Dr. and Mrs. Wilson ir. our Annual Mission Conference.

I 1iave been trying to study the Hindi language, so necessary in 
Jamshedpur, and becoming increasingly so in other places, but the- 
pressure of other work has made it difficult to take as much time as is 
needed.
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In all my work Mrs. Roadarmel has been a constant helper and 
partner. In the Sunday School and in the special Christmas programs, 
she has taken the chief responsibility, while in the Telco service and the 
many personal contacts and interviews she has had her own vital part. 
As editor of Tidings, the Mission quarterly news magazine, she has 
made a Mission-wide contribution.

We face the new year with a deep sense of our need of God's 
strength and wisdom, if we are to be able to bring the impact of His life 
upon even a part of the throngs of people in these throbbing industrial 
communities,

B y  R e v . C. C. R o a d a r m e l .

KHARGPUR EVANGELISTIC WORK
R e v . a n d  M r s . A. L. S a n f o r d  

It hardly seems possible that the time has come for another annual 
report. This year has gone by rapidly and yet has been full to over
flowing with work and activity.

January 1948 saw the tragic death of Mahatma Gandhi and fear 
came upon many because of it. However, his death may have helped be
cause there has been less of communal strife this year than the last. 
During the mourning for Gandhi we had a large memorial service in 
Khargpur. I was asked to speak on behalf af the Christians. When I 
wondered what I was expected to speak about I was told to use anything 
from his life. So I spoke of the staff which he carried and compared it 
to the staff of Faith which we Christians have. From God's word I tried 
to show that if we have faith in Jesus Christ and follow His teachings we 
will have the things which Gandhi tried to bring in without Christ. We 
are firmly convinced of this, that only a vital, living faith in Jesus Christ 
will meet the need of India or the world in this hour.
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We had had a fine Revival service at Christmas time and when 
Easter came we planned another series of meetings. This time. Rev. 
Richard Reilly was our speaker. The results were good and at that time 
I had the joy of baptizing 14 who had accepted Christ. Five weeks.later 
five more were baptized'. Then in May we went to Mussoorie for our 
year of Language study.

After learning to twist our tongues around those stubborn Hindi 
letters and sounds for four months we took our ‘pariksha’ (examination) 
and passed with flying colors—well, any way we passed. That took us 
up until the middle of October when we came back and entered again the 
work in Khargpur. It was good to get back into the harness again after 
those grilling days of climbing hills and studying a strange language 
which, in spite of our passing the examination, is still strange.

This year we had the joy of having two of our secretaries from 
home with us for a time. Dr. Skoglund and Dr. and Mrs. Wilson were 
with us for a visit. We enjoyed them, although I am afraid that Dr. 
Skoglund did not enjoy Khargpur as he was sick most of the time he was 
here. However, he came back later and gave us a message that will long 
be remembered.

The Christmas season this year was surely a full one. We began 
with a week of special prayer. Each day from 7.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. saw 
continuous prayer. Each half-hour was given to a different person. We 
all read the same passages of Scripture, and were given a special prayer 
list. This prepared us for the Evangelistic services which followed the 
next week with Rev, Robinson again as our leader, This week we wel
comed 10 into the family of God through their acceptance of. Jesus Christ. 
We request the prayer of all for these new Christians. Seven of them 
have been baptized and the Others are being prepared for further follow- 
ing of Jesus Christ. The remainder of the season was filled with the usual 
order of events—programs, parties, special services, tree, etc.
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Two outstanding events of the) year were unusuaL In April five 
young men came to me to attempt to prove the Bible to be false, and the 
•Christian faith to be absurd. We spent 3 hours talking to them and they 
promised to read the New Testament during the summer. September 
third one of them accepted Christ and was baptized by Mr. Brush who 
was pastor here for over 20 years. December 17th another of them accepted 
the Lord. The other three are beginning to see that what they thought 
to destroy is now winning them one by one. Pray for them that they 
shall also accept the Christ who can save.

The other event was our combined New Year’s Service. There are 
two Groups worshipping in the Union Church—the English speaking and 
the Telugu speaking groups. This New Year’s Eve we met together 
for an hour of service. We would have an English song then a Telugu 
one, English Scripture, then Telugu. Then we all united in singing some 
Hindi choruses and I gave the message in English and another translated 
it into Telugu. The response was wonderful to see. The church was 
packed and everybody enjoyed the fellowship.

The native churches have shown a progressive spirit this year, 
especially the Telugu church. Their attendance has nearly doubled and 
they now have a number of Sunday Schools that they are conducting in 
the different parts of town for those who can’t or won’t come to the church. 
The Ward Church and Nimpura Church are looking forward to good 
years and we request your prayers for them. They have some special 
needs that this year may see met which will carry them forward for
Christ.

It has been a good year, God has blessed the ministry, and we have 
been happy in our task. Let us pray that we may be faithful in 1949 
that it, too, may be good in the sight of our Master whose work it is.

By  R ev . A . L. S anpord.
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KORA FIELD AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES
R e v . an d  M r s . C . L . K au

Three years have suddenly slipped by. Each brimming full with 
all the joys and troubles which come in the course of a missionary’s labors. 
These days have been rich in new friendships and associations with men 
and women whose lives have been wonderfully changed "by the power of 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have also enjoyed the hospital
ity of many Hindus in whose thoughts Christianity is held in high esteem* 
May the Holy Spirit lead them all the way.

At the turn of the New Year, 1948, we were at Bhimpore, mainly in 
the interest of furthering our language study in a village situation, where 
we would be hearing the vernacular. It also was a special privilege to 
share in a happy time of fellowship with others of our missionary family.

We returned again to Khargpur at the end of March, following the 
Half Yearly Meeting at Basehair, one of our Kora villages. The Christ
ian groups in the Kora field shared in preparing and financing this meet
ing. This was a rather large undertaking for them, although they received 
a good share of what they put into it. Over half of the people present 
were from the Kora field. The many delegates offered grateful words of 
appreciation for the hospitality s^own to them. The emphasis of this 
meeting was evangelism in word and practice. Several sessions were 
used in considering the ways and means in presenting the message of 
Christ. Then in small groups we went to about twenty villages. There- 
we sat with the people in the shade of their thatch huts and talked with 
them about our Saviour. Only a few refused to listen to the message. 
At our last evening session a number from the nearer villages were invited 
and they sat with us in our meeting. This was quite a concession for 
good Hindus.

For the months from May through September we had the responsi
bility of the Khargpur city work, along with the Kora village work. 
The Sanfords, who are in charge of this work, were away for language
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study at the time. The larger share of this work revolves around the 
English speaking Anglo-Indian church. This was in many ways a’ 
delightful addition in that it had many aspects of a pastorate at home, 
and lacked the strain of dealing with people in an unknown tongue. One 
of the high lights of each month was the Youth for Christ rally. 
Considerable effort was expended by a number of the lay people toward 
the success of these meetings. This has been a powerful means for 
emphasizing the fact that there are some people vitally and prayerfully 
interested in the souls of the people of this city.

This diversion didn’t separate us much from our responsibility with 
the Kora village people. Besides our visits in the field, we entertained 
the pastors at three Bible study and prayer retreats. This has given us 
a better opportunity of knowing them and sharing a mutual confidence in 
each other and concern for the work.

One of the visible forward steps taken in the Kora field was the 
purchase of about two and a half acres of land down in the center of our 
field. At present we are thirty miles from the center of our work which- 
causes considerable expense and waste of time. The land is cleared and 
we plan to erect a portion of our house immediately. As soon as possible,, 
other buildings to be used for pastors conferences and the training of lay 
leadership will be built. A  great deal of the progress of this project will 
depend both on finances and availability of materials. We pray that the 
Lord will grant an early completion of this work. To be able to occupy 
this place will give us accessibility to the people and will give a greater 
impetus to the strengthening of the churches and their Christian testi
mony. This will also make vast areas of untouched villages within easier 
reach for the presenting of the Gospel message.

Interwoven in all this work, and still occupying a place of predomi
nance, is the study of the .language. The Bengali is classed as a sweet 
and beautiful language, but sometimes we wonder I This study has 
brought into our realm of associations a number o f fine men'. They have;
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helped to increase our understanding of these people and their way of 
life.

From the experiences of the past year, we have gained strength for 
the year to come. Before us still towers the enormous privilege of Jesus’ 
command u Give ye them to eat.”

B y  R e v . C. L . K au .

MINISTRY AMONG SANTALS
R e v . and  M r s . A. A. B e r g

A. BH IM PQ R E ST A T IO N

/. The Church and Evangelism.
The year just ended has been one of deep concern on the part of the 

local missionaries. The cause for this concern has been the laqk of 
response by the local and neighboring people to the presentation of the 
gospel.

The Gospel Presented.
The message of Christ has been faithfully proclaimed. The local 

pastor, L . C. Maity, and the assistant pastor and evangelist, J .  C. Kisku, 
together with four Bible women, have preached an unadulterated gospel 
in the church, the community and the neighboring villages. Attempts 
have been made to resume preaching in nearby large markets. At the 
Lalgarh market over 200 gospels were sold at the Hindu ch&riot festival 
in July, and later at the Ramgarh market all the gospels taken along were 
sold out in about 20 minutes. Both of these large markets are within 
ten . miles of Bhimpore. Members of the High School staff, and other 
laymen, have assisted by taking turns in preaching at the Sunday services 
in the qhurch. Sunday School for young people, both boys and girls, 
•have continued regularly^ at the high school; the younger children have

2«.



met at the Girls’ School chapel; Miss Hill has conducted a class for adult: 
women in the church, and We have tried to revive a men’s Bible class.

Special Services.
A series of special services have been conducted, which have given 

us a real lift. The Santal Christian Council met at Bhimpore the last 
week of February, attracting over 40 delegates from 8 different Missions, 
including 12 missionaries, who had come from Norway, Denmark, 
Scotland, England and the U.S. Mr. A. S. Pandit, special children’s 
missionary, conducted special services in the spring, which were a real 
inspiration to the young people, especially to the students of both station' 
schools. A week of special services were held during Pentecost season, 
with emphasis on the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
individuals and the church. A most successful and inspiring Young 
People’s Institute was conducted in October, with 74 registered delegates 
in attendance. Special speakers included Miss S. Mukherji of the 
Berhampore Union Christian Training College, Miss Ruth Daniels and 
Mr. R, N. Das of Serampore; all brought exceptionally fine and 
evangelistic messages.

Christmas Week Celebrations.
The season was ushered in by an impressive candle light service in 

the church on Sunday before Christmas. Specially selected Christmas 
readings from the Bible were given both at the Boys’ High School and 
the Girls’ M. E. School each day. Similar readings were also distributed 
to all Christian homes in the village. The program included the ringing 
of the church bell each morning at 6 o’clock, followed by “ Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing”  played on trumpet from the roof of the mission 
bungalow. Immediately following, all Christian folks were requested to 
spend some time in private meditation and prayer. Each evening the 
bell rang again, at 7 o'clock, to be followed by “ Silent Night”  on the 
trumpet, after which all homes were requested to observe family worship; 
using the assigi>ed Bible readings. The usual carol singing was conducted 
by the young men of the community both at Christmas and New Year,.
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with singing beginning about midnight and carried on until morning, the 
band visiting all Christian homes and covering all village roads of the 
community and even visiting neighboring villages.

In the three hostels special meetings were conducted by missionaries, 
members of the school staff and both the pastors, with special Christmas 
messages. Two well attended services were held in the church on 
Christmas Day, and an outdoor preaching service was also held for the 
many non-Christians, when gospels and other Christian literature were 
sold.

Casting Out Nets for a Draught.
As the end of the year approached, and the closing of the schools 

. drew near, our deep concern increased. Surely we wanted many of these 
-fine young people, to whom we had ministered during the year, to yield 
themselves to Christ. By personal contacts, public worship services, 
hostel meetings and school services, invitations were given and opportu
nities for open profession of faith in. Christ as Saviour and definite decision 
-for Christian discipleship. Often at our weekly missionary prayer meetings 
this matter had been our burden. It was therefore a saddening experience 
to find that neither among the young people of the village nor among the 
students nor elsewhere, was there any visible response—after all the seed 
sowing!

Two of the Bhimpore young men have volunteered for full time 
'Christian service, and have begun their preparation : Sudhanshu Das
at the Cuttack Bible School and Dhirendra Baske at Serampore. For 
these friends we want prayer partners, that they may become real 
evangelists. *

Only 9 were received into the fellowship of the church through 
baptism during the early (part of the year. There was no baptismal 
service either at Christmas or New Year—a most unusual situation in 
Bhimpore! This has tested our faith. It has humbled us in the presence 

.of Christ, who said: "H e that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
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bringeth forth much fruit. . . .  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit.”  It has taught us to re-examine our methods, our message 
and our mission. In the light of this situation we are conducting a special 
prayer retreat the day after this is being written. We solicit your earnest 
prayers both for ourselves and the work.

II. The Boys High School.
Amiyo K. Kisku, B.A., B.T., the young and energetic Headmaster, 

who was appointed last year, has continued to render good account of 
himself during this year also. He is one of our own boys, having 
graduated from the Bhimpore school not so many years ago. He has 
relieved the missionary of much routine work, previously done by the 
latter as Principal of the school. The latter post was abolished in 1947, 
and the full responsibility for the administration of the school now rests 
with the Headmaster, who is responsible to the Managing Committee. 
The missionary has served as Secretary. We hope for a separate report 
on the School by the Headmaster at a later date.

The High School has co-operated with the Girls' M.E. School by 
exchanging some of the teachers, to enable the girls to read up through 
Class V III, In June the staff was augmented by the appointment of 
three new graduate teachers, all of whom were graduates of Bhimpore, 
and who had just completed their B .A . course at the Bankura Christian 
College. The staff thus was made up of 13 teachers, of whom 10 were 
Christians; 7 out of the 13 were graduates.

In May P. N. Baske, who had rendered some 28 years of service 
to the school as faithful teacher, resigned from the-school position to take 
•up the work ot full time cashier and station accountant, which work he 
had also carried on for some 20 years, in addition to his teaching in the 
High School. An appropriate service of recognition was arranged for 
him by the school, when he was presented with a Schofield Reference 
Bible, in appreciation for his faithful service.

The enrollment during the year was 273, of whom 100, or 
36.6 per cent were Christians. The total included 137 Santals, of whom
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88 were Christians. Non «Christians included 120 Hindus, 49 non- 
Christian Santals and 4 Mohammedans.

Of the 9 who were sent up for the Matriculation examination, 8 were 
successful in passing.

All students from Class III through Class V III  are required to take 
some industrial or vocational work. To the former vocational subjects 
of Gardening and Agriculture, Carpentry, jute work and rope making, 
sewing, weaving etc., was added book binding.

Some 95 of the students have resided in the three main hostels. 
Mrs. Berg has rendered invaluable service by looking after the health 
of the boys, together with C. K . Mondol, local compounder. The health 
of the students has been exceptionally good. Malaria, which previously 
was so prevalent, has been almost unknown in the hostels during the 
year, apparently due to the regular prescription and use of paludrine. 
We were able to arrange for the physical examination of all the students 
during the year by Drs. Hollingbery and Sircar, from the Methodist 
Mission Hospital at Sarenga, a practice we expect to continue every 
year from now on.

A disconcerting factor has been that up to the end of December no 
grant had been received from the Government for the current year. We 
had expected Rs. 35of- per month. A reason for delaying the grant was 
the staging of a token strike by the teachers on September I, in spite of 
the warning by the management against it. In the meantime the Mission 
Reserve Fund has granted loans to the school, to enable us to carry on. 
We expect the grant will eventually be made available. '■

B. District Work
i , Village Churches.

Thirteen churches are scattered over an area of at Jeast 1,600 square 
miles; they represent a membership of 603. Only half of these churches 
have resident pastors. Out of 8 full time pastors, two are serving as district
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■evangelists and supervisors, leaving only 6 pastors for the 13 churches, 
with members found in at least 101 different villages far apart.

One of our regrets has been that we have been unable to visit the 
churches as much as we should have, for the purpose of counsel, instruc
tion and inspiration. To compensate partly for this, bi-monthly conferences 
for pastors have been held at Jhargram, when special attention has been 
given- to evangelism, stewardship and church discipline. Some laymen 
have also attended these. We crave intercessory prayer for a deeper zeal 
for souls on the part of the pastors, and for an increasing share of the 
financial responsibility of the work on the part of the members of the 
churches. The very high cost of living these days, with the inadequate 
salaries for the pastors, often handicap their effective work and witness, as 
they have to worry so often about food, clothing and the education of 
their children.

Dam para

The most encouraging report from the churches comes from the 
Dampara area, the Home Mission field in Singhbhum District, Bihar. 

*This work was started only 30 years ago, but we now have three churches 
there, with a membership of 310, and Christians found in 41 villages. 
Ram Chandra Murmu and Bahadur Kisku are the pastors and evangelists 
in this field. The latter is one of our youngest jiastors, still unordained ; 
but he has baptized 30 during the year, and Ram Chandra 22. Most of 
these have come from non-Christian families and new distant villages. 
Some of the new converts have suffered persecution for their faith. Be
cause of natural barriers, several substantial hills and the troublesome 
Subarnarekha river, and this recent extension of the work into new and 
distant localities, it may be necessary to organise three new churches in 
this area in the near future, to facilitate supervision, encourage corporate 
worship and develop local responsibility and leadership. In this matter 
we are praying for divine guidance.
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Leadership Training;
Three young men from the Dampara field are now in the Cuttack 

Bible School, preparing' to return for evangelistic work in their own en
virons. These are Durga, Sotish and Gogen, one from each of the three 
churches. In addition, Dulal Murmu, who has made an excellent record 
in our Bhimpore High School, and who passed the Matriculation examina
tion during the year, has entered Serampore College with the B.D . course 
in view, to prepare himself for Bible School work among Santals. For 
these fine young men also we seek prayer partners, that they may become 
.zealous evangelists and strong Christian leaders among their own people.

Miss Knapp and the Bhimpore Bible women have rendered consider
able assistance to the district evangelistic work, touring and serving the 
churches during the last cold season, and again towards the end of the year.

II . Village Primary Schools.
These schools, which have required our supervision, fall into two 

groups: ( i)  Santal Education Board Schools in Midnapore District, in the 
Province of Bengal, and (2) Home Mission Board Schools in Singhbhum 
District, in the Province of Bihar. The former are chiefly for non-Christ
ian Santals, and supported by Government grants, except for supervision. 
The latter are for Christian children in the Dampara field.

Mr. Shastri resigned as Secretary of the Santal Education Board in 
April. Since then we have served as Acting Secretary. Baburatn 
Pator has done the heavy routine work as Assistant Secretary. This 
special Board, representing the Government, may be dissolved the coming 
year, and the Mission voted in November that it would be glad to be 
relieved of the responsibility of supervision of these schools. The total 
enrollment in the 13 1 schools was 5,677, of which only 38 were reported as 
coming from Christian homes. Of the 209 teachers, only 18 were Christ
ians. Out of 610 candidates, who appeared for the lower primary final 
examination in November, 472 passed.
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l'here were three Home Mission Board schools in operation during 
the year, served by 5 teachers, with a total enrolment of 116 . As the 
Dampara work expands, it will be necessary to open more schools in that 
area, to make primary education available for many children of new 
Christians.

B y  R e v . A. A . B e r g .

EVANGELISTIC AND ORPHANAGE WORK
B y  G r a c e  I. H i l l

On the 13th of January, 1948, Mr. Kau with the station wagon 
deposited me with tent, camp cots, food, cooking utensils, etc., in a little 
village in the Kora area. Two Bible women joined me the next day and 
I had my first extended experience of district preaching and teaching. 
We lived in a tent in Christian villages, moving from time to time with 
the help of bullock carts. We generally planned to visit a nearby 
village in the morning to talk to non-Christians and to spend the afternoon 
and evening teaching the boys and girls and the women of the Christian 
group. In some ways it was a discouraging experience, for the people 
are very poor and the women must go out to work all day. They come 
home to cook and there is little time left for teaching. When they were 
tired they liked the singing best. This and a short story or talk and a  
Bible verse to be memorised was often the best we could do. Illiteracy 
and ignorance of the Bible is appalling among the group. Many of the 
children are growing up in the same way. The Kora Christian Community 
is in desperate need of leaders. We have now in our Bhimpore schools 
several Kora boys and girls. Pray that from them may come Christian 
preachers and teachers and other leaders.

In March I went with Miss Daniels to Nandigram. She was 
familiar with the country, having worked there at the time of the flood



and famine. But it was new country to me. Many of our orphanage 
children came from this area and a few have returned to it. It is a lovely 
country with many beautiful tanks and cocoanut palm trees.

Miss Smith went away for language study in April and-I was in 
charge of the school at Bhimpore until she had taken her examination in 
July. However as summer vacation was a part of this time, my service 
in the school was not for very long.

During vacation word came of the severe illness of one of the boys 
in the orphanage. He recovered, but developed tuberculosis. We sent 
him to Sarenga hospital for examination and they have kept him although 
they have no tuberculosis ward. But they realize the threat he would be 
to so many small children, if he came back, and have given him love and 
care such as he could not get in many places. He begs to be allowed to 
come back to Bhimpore and it is hard to refuse him.

The orphanage lost one girl during the year. She was a 
Mohammedan girl who was claimed by her mother who had supposed 
her to be dead. It took some time to satisfy the authorities that she 
might be repatriated and we had several visils from members of the 
family who became very impatient. The girl wanted to go, but cried 
when the actual parting came. The brother-in-law, who came with the 
party to take her, told us that she would be married and it would depend 
on her husband’s wishes whether she ever wrote to us. We realized that 
they wished her to cut off all connections with her Christian friends. We 
have never heard from her. The Hindu girl who left in 1947 used often 
to write. She fell into misfortune for her husband soon died, then her 
mother-in-law. She returned to her parents who had not enough to feed 
themselves. Now we have heard from a lad who was in her section of the 
country during Christmas holidays that Kiron has married again. If it is 
true, it is unusual as Hindu widows seldom re-marry.

During summer holidays a cfass in making paper bags and book 
binding was arranged for the boys, and the girls had regular sewing
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classes. The boys have done fairly well with a garden in spite of a poor 
season and their banana trees have yielded well. They plan to extend 
the banana orchard another year. The girls attempt was a failure for our 
temporary fence was gone and goats, cows and pigs destroyed their plants. 
We need a permanent wall, or we shall never succeed with gardens. 
This will mean few vegetables, for the number of buses is increased out 
here and people are able to send their produce to the towns.

In Puja holidays the Master took the big boys on a trip to our 
Home Mission Field. The object of the expedition was to see some 
hills. They came back very happy having seen a hill.

While orphanage work is rewarding in some ways, in other ways 
one feels that his hands are tied. Three girls desire baptism but, until 
they are of age, we are not free to baptize them. It is possible that Govern
ment authorities would not object were it not for the objections of the 
Hindu community and relatives, some of whom we know and others who 
may turn up at any time. Two boys are soon to leave us for trade school 
under government auspices. One of them has been strongly attracted 
to Christ and Christianity. Pray that he may not be drawn away but 
that he may return and become truly a Christian.

SANTAL WOMEN’S EVANGELISTIC WORK
By N a o m i  K n a pp  

Coming back from furlough this time it was a new India we found. 
It was first noticeable as we stood on the upper deck watching our boat 
dock, the Indian flag flying from the place where the British flag had 
previously flown. As the Indian students, returning from study abroad, 
came on deck and saw T H E IR  flag flying there, what a look of joy came 
to their faces as they nudged each other and then hurried off to call others 
to come and see this new thing. Then when I reached Midnapore and 
nyent to register as an alien I was asked, ‘ ‘Are the Americans glad thal
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we have our freedom?” I answered "Y e s ’ ', Then came the remark 
“ But down in their hearts are they really glad ? ”  Once more my answer 
was in the affirmative.

It was nice to be able to return so near Christmas and be able to 
share in it* pleasures. Soon after New Year’s Day the Bible Women 
and I started out on tour. We found that even in this new India the 
same problems remained. Often I was reminded of something Madhob 
Murmu, one of our fine Christian laymen, told his fellow Santals after he 
was converted. In talking to a group he would say, “ I have tried to help 
our people to improve their condition and change their ways but I have 
found that you can’t really improve the house unless you have a good 
foundation. And the only foundation is Jesus Christ.”

My aim was to reach all of the Santal churches and to call on all 
the Christian families during the touring season. Since we had to do our 
travelling by ox cart and on foot it seemed that most of our time was spent 
just getting places. We didn’ t reach all the churches but we did take 
time to call on all members of the churches to which we went. Since each 
church has members in several villages, often four or five miles from the 
church, it meant much walking and time spent. It was a joy to renew 
old acquaintances and to meet the new Christians and learn of the things 
which had happened during the years we had been away. There were 
sad things also. Some had fallen away and were not in fellowship any 
more. Some of these we tried to reach. Since the Santals love to sing 
and many of their songs tell a gospel story, we tried to teach at least one 
new song in the places we visited. Those who could read bought 
gospels, if they didn’t already have them. Often we were told “ We had 
one, but some non-Christian friend was here and wanted it to read so we 
let him take it.”  They, too, are helping to spread the Word. Many 
asked for Bibles or New Testaments, but we had to tell them there were 
none to be had. The supply has been exhausted and the paper shortage 
caused a delay in reprinting so that we are still waiting for them. As we 
went through the villages where there were no Christians we stopped to
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tell the story of the Saviour and to sell gospels and other books. Often 
when we were in Christian homes the non-Christians crowded in to see 
and to hear what we had to say so that it was difficult to have any time 
alone with the Christians. One new place we visited was an area south 
of the Subarnarekha river where there are a few families of Christians, 
scattered among the hills. They were eager to take us to their 
neighbors that they, too, might hear the message which meant so 
much to them. In the places where we had more than a day or two we 
tried to help some to learn to read Santali. Anyone anxious to learn can 
learn very quickly by the use of the chart prepared with the help of Dr. 
Laubach.

in March, after I returned from helping with a retreat for the Oriya 
pastors’ wives, we planned for a longer time in one of the villages in the 
Dompara area. We had been told the women would have more leisure at 
this time. I was unable to go because of malaria, but the Bible women 
carried on. However, we found the saying true that women’s work is never 
done. The mohul flowers began dropping just at that time and the 
women had to go out each morning to gather them to dry. Thus we were 
not able to accomplish as much as we had wished.

In July we had a class in Bhimpore for the girls who were unmarried 
and still were not in school. Miss Satadal Seth, who had been trained 
in Jubbulpore, came out from Midnapore to help us. There were classes 
in Bible study, home making and child study. Each girl learned to cut 
out garments and did a rope bag. At the end they put on a program for 
one meeting of our woman’s society. At that time some of the girls 
received Certificates of Christian Knowledge for the work they had done 
in their Bible study class,

During the rainy season the Bible women worked in Bhimpore and 
vicinity. In September. Miss Molina Marndi, who had been loaned to 
the Orphanage as matron for the girls, came back to us. We have visit
ed the Christians, who are in the villages five miles or more from
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Bhimpore, but on this side of the Coseye river, various times and since the 
cold season began have gone to some of the churches which we were un« 
able to reach earlier.

GIRLS’ SCHOOL, BHIMPORE
B y  H a z e l  E . S m it h

The year began hopefully with our going forward with our plan for 
two years of high school for girls, under the leadership of our head
mistress, Nolini Kisku. It was decided that I should take three months 
for language study in Darjeeling, and that Miss Kisku would carry on 
the school, with help from Miss Hill and Miss Knapp. I had been in 
the hills only a few days when news came of the death of Nolini. She 
had had malaria, and no one dreamed it would be fatal. Just before her 
illness she translated a lovely Easter drama which the school girls put on, 
but which Nolini never saw. It seemed impossible to imagine how the 
school, and especially the two high school classes which had been opened 
in dependence upon her, could be carried on. Her death w as'a  great blow 
to the whole community. She was the first Santal girl to earn an A.B. 
degree, and people were very proud of her. Her gentle, dignified manner 
endeared her to her pupils and their parents as well. We have not been 
able to replace her and see no prospect of doing so.

The local Boys' High School came to our help in the matter of 
teaching the new classes, and the arrangement has been so satisfactory 
that it is being continued. In that way our girls get qualified teachers 
and their parents are saved the expense of sending them off to other 
towns for their first two years of high school. One of the younger teachers 
of our school, a high school graduate, has taken a lot of responsibility in 
office work and general routine matters and proved herself to be a person 
pf initiative* Sc others have come to our help to see that things go on, 
but all miss Nolini very much.
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After three months of study in Darjeeling I took the second year 
language examination in Calcutta, and was relieved to be able to pass it. 
One thing we got special training in in the language School was in prepar
ing and delivering short talks in Bengali, and I have made good use of 
that since coming back, by taking a Sunday School class, and this j'ear 
a two period a week Bible class in our day school. As you know, Bible 
is taught as a regular subject in our school here. It is a joy to be able 
to teach it; makes one feel more like a missionarj' than when one is 
confined to teaching mostly English language classes!

We feel that our experiment of opening two hig"h school grades here 
has been justified. Last December the first group of girls, nine in all, took 
our final examinations and all passed. Four of them have gone on to 
third year of high school in Midnapur, and three of them to Teacher 
Training School in Calcutta, where they will have a two year course in a 
Christian school. Only a few of these girls would have had any education 
beyond grade school if we had not had our two years of high 
school here. We thought we might have to discontinue after Nolini's 
death, but are carrying on with the help of Christian men from the Boys' 
High School staff, and praying that the day may sometime come when 
we can have another Santali headmistress. Perhaps one of the girls now 
in high school will eventually be the one to take Nolini's place.

As we look back over the year, we are thankful especially for the 
fine spirit of co-operation there is among our teachers. They are a group 
of which one may be proud—all Christians, all former students of this 
school, and all loyally doing their best to make the school truly worth
while from a Christian point of view.

“ PRAYER CHANGES THINGS ”
Yes, we believe "more things are wrought by prayer than this world 

dreams of.”  Perhaps it has been your prayers that have brought new 
courage to some of us in Bengal-Orissa and have released God’s power
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in the lives of his servants. Maybe your prayers broke down the last 
barrier in the hearts of some who were resisting His spirit. Perhaps you 
helped in the completion of the Christian Center at Bhallukenia which 
was opened in November.

God does not always answer our prayers in the way we expect. In 
the December "T id ings”  it was reported that Rev. and Mrs. Glenn 
R. Hill had been appointed to evangelistic work in Bhimpore. Since then 
word has come that the Hills will not be coming to Bengal-Orissa. Our 
first reaction was keen disappointment, for we thought our prayers had 
been answered. . But we know “  He doeth all things well ”  and so we ask 
you to continue to pray that the right couple may soon set sail from the 
U .S.A . for service in Bhimpore,

Because every reader of “ Tidings”  can help in the ministry of 
prayer, we cull from the foregoing annual reports special requests for 
prayer. As you read the reports you will find other subjects for prayer.

P r a y :

/. Schools.

1. That qualified teacher may be found for vacancy in Engineering 
Science at Balasore High and Technical School.

2. For Santali headmistress for Bhimpore Girls' School.

3. That all activities be testimonies for Christ arid contribute to 
the growth of Christian character.

1 J .  Churches.
1. For a united witness for Christ through the churches in Jamshed

pur.

2. That a suitable pastor may be found for Golmuri, and that 
additional funds may be raised so that a church budding may be erected.

3. For strengthening of work among the Koras.
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II I . Individuals.
1. For new Christians throughout our Mission area.
2. For young man going- to Government trade school who is attract

ed to Christ that he may become openly His follower.
3. For missionaries, some of whom are carrying heavy burdens, 

that they may have Divine wisdom and strength for every need.
4. For prayer partners : for young men preparing for full time 

Christian work: 1. Sudhangshu Das studying at Cuttack Bible School;
2. Dhirendra Baske studying at Seram pore; 3. Dulal Murmu at 
Serampore College looking towards Bible School work among the Santals.

If you wish to be a prayer partner for one of these young men, 
won’t you let Mr, Berg know (address in Directory.)

EVANGELISTIC AND EDUCATIONAL 
WORK-MIDNAPORE

B y  M i s s  R u t h  D a n i e l s  

From January to March with the Bible women and sometimes two 
Mission preachers, I carried the message to villages in the District, 
locating our camp in seven different centers. Gopiballavpur was a place 
in the south-west corner of Midnapore District where one Bible Woman, 
Satadal Seth, had taught school in 1942, but where practically no Mission 
workers had ever preached. The people are very narrow and antago
nistic, but those who had known Satadal welcomed her and us and listen
ed to the Gospel message. We were glad the witness of her life had 
prepared the way.

Recalling the trip to Keshpur reminds us of the tragic death of 
Mahatma Gandhi on January 30th, for it was on the next morning when 
we were returning home by bus that we heard the rumours of his
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assassination and when we reached the bus stop, a mile from the Mission, 
we knew it was a fact, because no rickshaws or carriages were plying and 
we had to walk home.

Those first two months were made sad by the serious illness of our 
faithful teacher, Torola Biswas, who had served in our school for 26 years. 
Her death on March 1st brought sorrow to hundreds of her former students 
and all the Christian community of which she had made herself a loyal 
part.

In March Miss Hill accompanied me on my annual trip to Nandi- 
gram, which was the center of our relief work in 1943. She is Superin
tendent of the orphanage at Bhimpur and she wanted to see some of the 
famine orphans who came from that section and have gone home to stay. 
W e found some of them and had man}' opportunities to speak of Christ.

It is a loss to our Midnapore work that two of the three Bible women 
who served in Midnapore left the work at the end of the year.

One important event in which the third Bible woman, Satadal Seth, 
took a leading part was the observance of Christian Home Week in 
October. After a month’s preparation there was a week's program : meet
ings on subjects relating to the home, special emphasis on daily family 
worship, an exhibition of handwork, a baby contest, and a community 
social. Nearly every home was cleaned, decorated, and re-dedicated to 
the Lord.

Bhalluhonia Christian Center.
The culmination of more than a year’s effort on the part of Midna

pore Local Committee (in charge of evangelistic work), the two Mission 
preachers and the men of a village two miles North of town, Bhallukonia, 
together with much prayer and money contributions of Midnapore Christ
ians, came on November 16th when our “ Christian Center” , a home for 
our Bible women, was opened in Bhallukonia village. The desire of Sata
dal to work there was all the time a helping motive in the preparations,
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but the Committee had little faith in the project, because, they said, 
the villagers were all thieves, liars and drunkards and it was not a safe 
place for a young lady, even with an older woman accompanying her. A 
fine Christian woman, Sarala Hansda of Bhimpur, had willingly agreed 
to come and help in this project, for she said, “  That is just what I want 
to do, live in a village and help the people to know Christ.”  It was only 
when she came, before the opening of the Center, saying, •* Why be afraid ? 
God is with us. They are just folks, aren’t they ? ”  that the clouds of 
doubt and fear began to disappear.

The two started teaching children mornings, young men evenings 
and sometimes women in the afternoon, besides helping give out medicine 
and distributing milk for babies. Two Christian young men have gone 
to teach foot-ball and singing, and also to give Bible talks to the young 
men. Now everyone there respects them and is willing to help them and 
Satadal says she is not afraid to stay there even without Sarala.

Girls’ High School.
The School has had one major change in the resignation of Mrs. 

Biswas last June. No one was found to replace her in all the executive 
responsibility she had, but the second mistress, Miss Mookerji, has be
come Headmistress and carries on well, while I have charge as Secretary. 
An indispensable help has been the new “  clerk ” —office secretary 
and book-keeper, who has had much experience and from his appointment 
last April has adopted this school as his main interest, much to our advan
tage.

In 1948 all the 28 girls we sent for the Matriculation Examination 
passed, which is a record few schools can boast, but not so new for us. 
The previous year all but one passed and she passed in a supplementary 
examination. For this a bonus of Rs. 20 was voted to each teacher of the 
previous year and the Committee now wants to do the same for 1948 as 
soon as our funds permit. At present most of our reserve and emergency 
funds are loaned for the purchase of the new bus we got last March, but
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have not yet *been able to pay for. This January our numbers have in
creased from last year’s 360 to 445 on the roll.

The new Constitution permits Aided Schools like ours to teach reli
gion, that is, Bible, but requires that it be with the consent of the guardian. 
As no guardian has made any objection, we consider that consent and 
carry on our Bible classes as usual with full attendance.

NEWS ITEMS
Missionaries' Children in U.S.A,

Helen Dunn is taking a course in Occupational Therapy at Western 
Michigan College, Kalamazoo. She will complete the academic work in 
June and then have nine months of clinical hospital work.

Gordon Frost is an engineer with a prominent firm in Toledo, Ohio. 
He has one daughter.

Wilbur Frost is in the Advertizing Department of Brock’s Depart
ment Store, Indianapolis, Ind. He has a son and a daughter,

Lois Gilson Duffield has a son, born November nth, named John 
Gilson in honor of his grandfather.

Mr. an(i Mrs. Paul Long have a daughter, Jeanette Rae born in 
October. Paul has his B.Sc. degree from Redlands and plans to work 
for an'M .A.
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Former missionaries, now in U.S.A.
Rev. and Mrs. W. S. Dunn are now living at 18 No. Portland Ave., 

Ventnor, N .J.

Rev. H. C . Long has taken a pastorate at Susanvilie, Northern 
California. Mrs. Long is remaining in Pomona to be near Adella who has 
been in hospital in a serious condition since September. Our prayers are 
continually with them.

Local.
We were happy to welcome Rev. and Mrs. C. Verner Johnson to 

our Mission family in November. They arrived just a few days before 
our Annual Mission Conference- The Johnsons are located at Balasore 
and are living with Mr. and Mrs. Gilson until their house is ready. They 
are studying the Oriya language and Mr. Johnson is helping with alter
ation and building projects.

M iss Nina Bowers arrived in Balasore on January 9th from furlough. 
She is engaged in women’s evangelistic work.

Miss Lillian Brueckmann has moved from her former residence in 
Balasore to Hatigarh from where she is carrying on evangelistic work in 
the district,

Rev. and Mrs. A. L . Sanford have successfully passed their first year 
Hindi language examination; he in First Division. Their fellow mission
aries consider this quite an achievement since they had only about 6 months 
of concentrated study. They are the first ones in our Mission to take 

^  Hindi as their vernacular.
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