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THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS
B y  R u t h  D a n i e l s  

“  M y word shall not return unto me void, but shall accomplish that 
which I please.”  Do we really believe that the Scripture has power? 
The following account of the effect of the reading from the Bible to non- 
Christians was reported at the Annual Meeting of the Bible Society 
which I attended while on vacation in Darjeeling.

A  Christian gentleman from the United Provinces, near the Nepal 
border, was asked to read the Bible at the time of Mahatma Gandhi’s death, 
along with a Brahmin reading the Gita, and a Muslim reading the Koran. 
This was continued each day for eleven days. A t first he felt a bit bored 
listening to the high Sanskrit and Arabic readings, but then he realized 
that that large crowd assembled were also uninterested in the Sanskrit 
and Arabic which they could not understand, but were eagerly taking in 
every word of the simple Hindi of the Bible. He started making some 
explanations following his readings, so the Brahmin also explained his 
Sanskrit and the Maulvi his Arabic. Thus the eleven evenings went by. 
At the end the Brahmin pandit himself came to say, “  That Bible you 
read was so interesting. Could you let me have a copy ?”  A  head
master from one scbool and then one from another school came to ask for 
a copy of “  that splendid Book you were reading.”  And the leading 
Congressman of that area said, “  I never knew what was in the Bible 
before. I want to know more of it.”  He was given an English New 
Testament first, but came back for a  whole Hindi Bible later.
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It «vas impressed upon us that prayer is needed for paper and 
printers in this time of scarcity of Bibles.

Power o f the Spoken Word.
A t Darjeeling’ also we were inspired by messages given by Rev. Walter 

Corlett of the Carey Baptist Church, Calcutta, who spoke twice a day for 
four days during the “  Darjeeling Convention.”  The best way to 
express that inspiration is to quote two verses of the theme song1 of the 
meetings:

“  O Breath of Life, come sweeping through us,
Revive Thy Church with life and power.
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us,
And fit Thy Church to meet this hour.
O Wind of God, come bend us, break us,
T ill humbly we confess our need,
Then in Thy tenderness remake us,
Revive, restore, for this we plead.”

A  thrill of encouragement and hope came to us as he told of the 
evangelistic efforts in Calcutta. Backed by prayer-groups all over the 
city, Indian and European, they have started out-door preaching on 
week day afternoons in the compounds of Carey Baptist Church in Bow 
Bazar, of Union Church in Dharamtollah Street and others. The sermons 
are given in English, Hindi, and Bengali. They have been attended by 
crowds of non-Christian men stopping on the way home from office and 
numbers have responded to the invitation at the close, daring to go 
forward to signify their intention of accepting Christ as Saviour. W e 
should pray for Calcutta and for the Spirit’s working to spread to our 
areas, too.

SAT T A L  ASHRAM
B y  E l i z a b e t h  M o o n e y  

“  C H R IS T  IS  T H E  G U R U  O F T H IS  A S H R A M ."  This is the 
motto which hangs over the mantel in the meeting room of the Sat Tal
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Ashram. In a description of the Ashram there is no other place to begin 
than with this central figure and guiding light, for Sat Tal Ashram is truly 
Christ-centered.

The early Indian schools were held in the forest. A  guru, or 
teacher would take his pupils to live with him in the forest and together 
they would engage in a spiritual quest through meditation, study and certain 
disciplines. Usually the pupils worked for the teacher and provided his 
livelihood in exchange for his guidance and instruction. From these 
schools many kinds of ashrams have developed in India. In some 
ashrams there is a desire to escape from all work in order to give full time 
to meditation and spiritual exercises. In others there is an emphasis 
on work, such as cottage industries, with the purposes of serving the 
nation. Other ashrams are culture centered with an opportunity for 
expression through art and poetry. There are a number of Christian 
ashrams in India, but perhaps the most outstanding is the one at Sat 
Tal started in 1930 by Dr. E . Stanley Jones. Here East and West 
come together and demonstrate another ashram motto : “ East and West
are alternate beats o f the same heart"  People of great cultural differ
ences can come together in fellowship at the ashrarr^ because Christ is the 
heart and central meeting place.

Harmony in  D iversity.
This year Africa, England, America, Switzerland. Pakistan and 

India came together at the Sat Tal Ashram. But there was no color line, 
for the ashram deals only with circles. Christ's great love encircled us 
a l̂. Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Protestants and Catholics lived in fellow
ship and yet without compromise in regard to the central figure. A t the 
closing sharing period many spoke of what the fellowship had meant to 
them. The group lives together as a family and all members are 
addressed as “ brother" or “  sister.”  Another motto expresses the way 
this fellowship is obtained. “  Fellowship is based on confidence. Secret 
criticism breaks that confidence. We •will, therefore, renounce a ll 
secret criticism .”  The family members at the ashram have confidence
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in each other and believe that the group can live together in love and 
harmony. Any redemptive criticism is taken to the person concerned 
and is spoken of with frankness and love. Brother Jones says this about 
the ashram, “  W e try to be a family of God, a demonstration in miniature 
of the meaning of the Kingdom of God.”

D iscipline and work.

The emphasis on group discipline is one of the outstanding charac
teristics of the ashram. Another is the opportunity to serve with our 
hands. In India working with one’s hands is not considered honorable. 
For an hour each day we did some necessary work such as gardening, 
raking, cutting \^ood, and cleaning. Also each day two people served 
tables. Ghandra Bhal of the United Province Legislature was one of 
our outstanding servers. On Friday afternoon the servants were given 
a  holiday and we did all their work. Among these jobs was that of 
cleaning the latrines. This work has long been considered the lowest of 
all jobs in India and is usually done only by untouchables. In the 
ashram we had volunteers for this work. One Indian volunteer after 
finishing it said, “  Well, after doing that I can do anything/' These 
hours of labour with our hands had a levelling influence on the group and 
did much to cut across barriers. The program of the ashram may vary 
from year to year, but group discipline and service remain as central 
characteristics.

H oly Ground.
The setting of Sat Tal Ashram is ideal. It is situated in the foot

hills of the Himalayas seven miles to the east of Naini Tal and half way 
between Bhowali and Bhim-tal. The estate includes four hundred acres 
and a lake of its own. It is also bordered by two government lakes. 
There is something about this spot that seems to say, "H oly Ground.”  
r  remember how I felt when I first entered the gates of the estate. After 
a  l»ng, tiresome journey I suddenly felt an inward serenity and at the 
same time a surging joy. Just as we sometimes feel instant harmony
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with people, we can also feel that way with places. There is a difference 
in the atmosphere of a place dedicated to God. When my roommate, a 
new comer to India, arrived they told her to rest for awhile. Later she 
said to me, “  It was like getting to heaven and being asked to sit down.”

Vespers.
That evening at vespers, as I sat looking out across the green 

waters of the lake towards the cross on the opposite hill, I felt a deep peace 
and knew that God had guided me to the right place. Dr. Jones sppke 
on prayer, of the need for quiet times for listening to God's voice. The 
vesper hour by the lakeside remained the most beautiful hour of the day 
for me. Usually we began the hour with singing. Our African brothers 
have lovely voices and sometimes a South Indian joined them so that 
they might have a quartet. A  Burmese boy from a neighboring camp 
brought his violin and we enjoyed his beautiful playing. Requests were 
given for prayer and the group joined in praying for these needs. Then 
Dr. Jones, dressed in Indian clothes, sat before the stone altar and talked 
to us, I felt that these talks by the lakeside were the most inspirational 
of all.

P rayer and Discussion.
The day began with a prayer-group on the knoll above the ashram. 

W e spent most of the time in silent devotion. The last ten minutes were 
given to sharing any special thoughts that we had received during medi
tation. Then we marched back to the ashram singing, “  Unafraid.”  
When we reached the main building Dr. Jones turned to us and raising 
his right hand said, "T h e  Lord is risen ! ”  and we replied, “ He is risen 
indeed! ”  What a joy to start the day with a risen Savior and to know 
that He will go through the day with us!

W e ate our morning and noon meal in the dining hall, but we sat 
on the floor and ate from low tables. The meal was usually simple 
Indian food. After breakfast our tasks were assigned to us. When 
these were completed we came together in the living room for two hours 
of corporate thinking.
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Dr. Jones discussed two of his books with us. One, '• Power and 
Poise”  is still being written. The other, “ Mahatma G an d h i" is now 
off the press. The discussions were informal and we were free at any 
time to make suggestions or to give our view points. During the second 
hour we thought together about the subject, “  New India and Recon
struction.”  A  number of speakers brought up phases of this problem for 
our consideration. Professor N . G . D. Joardar from Lucknow Univer
sity, who is assistant director of the ashram, discussed “  New India and 
Cultural Reconstruction.”  He himself is a  convert from Hinduism and 
comes from a wealthy family of Brahman caste. We were impressed by 
his brilliant mind, but most of all by his friendliness and sincerity. 
Another outstanding speaker was Dr. V . P. Thomas, who is a professor 
in Leonard Theological College. He spoke on “  Indian Philosophy and 
Christianity. ”  His deep devotion to Christ, his clear thinking, his great 
talent for expressive presentation of his material and his tactful way of 
dealing with people endeared him to the whole group.

Recreation.
In the afternoons we enjoyed the recreational opportunities of the 

estate. There was swimming in the lake, and a diving board near the 
shore gave us added enjoyment. There were two row boats for our use. 
Each Wednesday there was a community picnic in which people from 
nearby cottages and camps participated. One day there was a soft ball 
match and every day there was badminton, if the wind permitted. After 
tea we had an opportunity to join leather craft class taught by a young 
Indian artist. Two days we spent in fighting a huge forest fire, the 
worst in the history of that region.

E vening  Fellowship

W e ate the evening meal out on the terrace and we stayed there 
under the brilliant stars among the tall pine trees for our evening 
fellowship. Brother Jones read the headlines of the paper to us, so that 
we might keep up with the outside world. Sometimes we would listen to 
the radio or sometimes someone in the group would speak to us. Often
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there was mustc. By 9 : 30 we were in bed and silence was maintained 
until after morning quiet time.

Prayer V ig il
Thursday was a day of complete silence. This gave us opportunity 

to think over what we had heard during the week, and for further medita
tion or writing, One week a prayer vigil was held. Every hour, day and 
night, during that week someone was in the prayer chapel praying for 
individual needs, needs of India and of the world. We felt that great 
power was released through thjs stream of prayer and each of us had a 
new spiritual experience through keeping this vigil,

The Power of the Spirit.

The life of each person in the group would make an interesting 
story. There were about thirty-five in the ashram proper. Others were 
in neighboring cottages. With a group this size it was possible to 
become acquainted with each person and his special needs. Many had 
come to the ashram to discover God’s purpose for their lives. Many 
found the guidance for which they sought. One Indian, who has served 
many years with the police, has decided to begin study for the ministry.

There are many more things that I might tell about the ashram, 
but there are also many things that cannot be described. Besides this 
ashram at Sat Tal, Dr. Jones conducts three ashrams in America. 
Although the group may not be as varied, the program is much the same. 
At the time of writing this, I am back on the plains engrossed in the many 
details of hostel and school work. If I had written this at Sat Tal 
I probably would have done better, but here removed from that beautiful 
spot, I realize that it is not the place but the spirit that is important. 
Perhaps I should capitalize that and say the Holy Spirit because for 
me that was the supreme experience of the summer—a new awareness 
of the work of the Holy Spirit, a discovery that it is not struggle, nor 
effort on our part which enables the Spirit to work, but rather complete 
surrender and trust. I have found a joy that I have never known before
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and I am confident that it is a continuing joy. I hope that I shall no
longer have to depend upon reservoirs, but may have the continual spring
of power which only the Holy Spirit can give. The Holy Spirit is God 
in action within us and there is no limit to His power. Sat Tal was not 
a vacation, but rather a re-creation both spiritually and physically. I feel 
that a  wonderful year lies ahead.

“  His arms are underneath me.
His iirms are underneath me.
His hand upholds me 
His love enfolds me,

So I ’m not afraid.

He says He will do marvels
He says He will do marvels

Above our asking 
Or even thinking,
So look up and praise!

(From the song, “  Unafraid.” )

YOUNG PEOPLE A T  BHIMPORE CONFERENCE
“  The best e ver!”  was the general comment at the close of the 

gathering of young people at Bhimpore, October i  it h to 14th. Some older 
folks had doubted that a successful retreat vyith both boys and girls as 
delegates could be held at Bhimpore. Seventy-six fine young people 
registered for the conference, many of them from Bhimpore itself.

The boys and girls met separately for the discussion groups, but 
came together for tea in the afternoon which was followed by games.

The closing service was a beautiful candle-light one at which lives 
were re-dedicated to Christ and His service and new resolves made.

W e regret that a more detailed account has not come in time for 
printing. The above brief summary came in a  personal letter from 
M rs. Berg to the editor.
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REV. AND MRS. E. C. BRUSH 
AN APPRECIATION

B y  E t h e l  R o a d a r m e l .

After four nights on the train, wilh a day in Madras, Rev. and 
Mrs. Brush having come from America via Colombo, Ceylon were 
thankful to reach Balasore where they were greeted at tlie station by 
M r. and Mrs f iil» n  the morning of September 30th. After a brief rest 
there, they went on to Khargpur which lias been their home and field of 
services since 1923, For the first time they were guests in their own 
home, the parsonage of Union Church. Unfortunately, Rev. and Mrs. 
Sanford who have succeeded the Brushe in the English work in 
Khargpur, were away at Language School in Mussoorie. Rev. and 
Mrs. Kau, supplying there, held open house and so during the time that 
the Brushes were selling off some of their furniture and packing other 
things to take to Burma, they were also able to meet many of their old 
friends. Mrs. Brush said, “ I never would have left India happily, if we 
had not been able to see so many once again.”

While in Khargpur for about a week before sailing for Rangoon, 
Burma, 011 September 13th, Mr. Brush preached again at the Sunday even
ing service, and at the monthly Temperance meeting both Mr. and Mrs. 
Brush brought messages to the many who had gathered for this occasion. 

The crowning j >y was the decision of one of the young men, whom they 
had known from childhood, to make a full surrender to Christ and to be 
baptized by Mr. Brush. This was a fitting climax to the long ministry of 
the Brushes 011 the eve of their departure for Burma.

Helen and Edwin Brush first came to Khargpur 25 years ago, 
M r. Brush, a graduate of Bucknell University and Crozier Theological 
Seminary, brought to his work out here valuable exper ience gained as 
a pastor in his home state of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Brush, a Pittsburgh 
University graduate, and a high school teacher, contributed equally in 
service to the community and Mission. Under her able guidance the 
'W .C .T .U . grew in influence and numbers. In the Sunday School she
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organized a class for married women of which she was the teacher. H er 
capacity for friendship opened the way for much personal counselling. 
Old and young alike felt free to go to her with (heir personal problems* 
For a number of years she was the capable editor of T ilings.

In addition to all that is involved in being pastor of a church, 
M r. Brush also carried on the responsible office of Mission Treasurer and 
Corresponding Secretary with the Board at home. Becauie of his insight 
and sympathy and broad grasp of the whole work of ffie Mission he was 
chosen as Field Secretary by his fellow workers. As Mission Attorney he 
attended to all legal matters. He was also a member of many important 
committees.

The parsonage at Khargpur, because of its central location in 
relation to the rest of our Bengal-Orissa Mission, has been the center for 
holding many conferences and committee meetings through the years. In 
a  town where there are no hotels or boarding houses the parsonage is the 
guest house for missionaries, visiting secretaries, and tourists. During the 
war years many missionaries from Burma and China found rest and 
comfort in the Brushes home before going on to Bombay for sailing, or to 
other parts of India for service. British and American sei vice men in 
•great numbers found a “  home away from home”  while on duty in India. 
Often until mid-night the Brushes home was open to them and the guest 
room was occupied most of the time by men on leave. 'The outreach of 
this ministry of a truly Christian home can never be fully evaluated.

An appreciation of the Brushes would not be complete without 
referring to their kind hospitality to our own family. When we returned 
fr o m  f u r l o u g h  in 1 9 3 4  with our three children, all under six years, there 
was no vacpnt bungalow. It was the Brushes who opened their home to 
us for several months until Rev. and Mrs. Kitchen left for the U .S .A . and 
we were able to move into the house on the other side of town. Again 
in 1942 when, on account of the war, we took a furlough of six months in the 
hills instead of going to the States, the Brushes received us into their home 
when we were transferred from Bhimpore for Indian work in Kharagpur.
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From October of that year until we sailed in Ju ly, 1945 we occupied the 
Upstairs rooms. With our three children and Frances Brush, all teen
ager«, home from school after Decembr 1st and with the continual entertain
ing of service men, there was no space to spare. With the house plannedfor 
one family only, we really shared it in common, altho’ having' separate cook
ing arrangements. It was because of the fine spirit of Edwin and Helen in 
their willingness to put up with inconveniences and their constant help
fulness that our two families grew closer together and were able to 
co-operate in service. W e shall always think of them with love and 
gratitude.

Their many friends in Khargpur and their missionary colleagues 
found it hard to have them leave Bengal and Orissa, but we rejoice in 
the opportunity they have for serving in the Burma Mission in these 
most difficult days there. Mr. Brush is serving as Mission Treasurer 
ond Mrs Brush is in charge of the Guest House in Rangoon. We know 
that along with these responsibilities their mission of friendship will 
continue and many opportunities for witnessing (pr Christ will be theirs. 
Our love and prayers are with them.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR ORPHANS
B y  G r a c e  H i l l  

Ju d y  and Nancy, our famine babies, now six years old celebrate 
thejr birthdays in September and October respectively. This year we 
decided to have a joint party for them on Ju d y ’s birthday. W e had: 
fairly well in mind the little children whom we would invite, but Nancy, 
nearly upset the applecart by announcing to all the orphanage girls that 
there was to be a party and asking who would like to come. At once a 
group of girls presented themselves saying that they had come for tKe 
party. They were nothiug daunted by being told that the party was the 
next day, but said they would come then. On looking the group over 
we found there were only three that we had not planned to invite. They
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were a  little older than the others. We stretched the guest list a  little 
and no one had to he disappointed.

The party was to be at four o'clock and we were to let them know 
when we were ready. The poor matron had little rest that afternoon for 
the children kept asking if it wasn’t four o’clock yet. When the time 
came there was tio waiting for belated guests; everyone was bn time. 
The girls all had new (second-hand, but very good) dresses ; the boys 
wore their old clothes but made a fair appearance. '1 here were thirteen 
girls and six boys.

Food is the main thing at a party. W e planned food first and 
games afterward. The children were seated on mats with a piece of 
banana leaf in front of them to serve as a plate. On the plate were put 
plenty of Indian pastries and sw-eets. Each child had a cup or glass of 
p in k  milk. They stood and sang their thanks to the heavenly Father as 
they do in the orphanage. Then practically in silence they ate with 
apparent keen enjoyment.

When all seemed satisfied and the feast was over, I announced that 
the girls could have the aluminum cups from which they had drunk their 
milk, and displayed a ball for each boy. That was when the party went 
wild with excitement. Hands must be washed. Clean hands were held 
out for balls; girls brought cups and hands to be washed. When the 
last hands were washed we were ready for games, but where were the 
boys ? Not a boy was in sight. They had rushed off to play with their 
new balls. The girls were doing better, having managed to stay to say 
“ thank you," but it was clear that they were anxious to be off to display 
their treasures to those at home. They had what they wanted. What 
use for more ?

Now everyone wants a birthday party. Few, if any, know their 
real birthday or age, so I gave them opportunity to choose a birthday 
date. Perhaps we may be able to celebrate together the birthdays that 
come in a month. White Cross will probably take care of the gifts, and 
the refreshments will have to be kept simple.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S IN STITU TE BY THE SEA
B y  L i l l i a n  B r u e c k m a n n

A happy hearted group oF eighty young- people and their leaders 
arrived at Chandipore by ihe sea the evening of October 13th for the 
Annual Young People’s Institute which would last through Sunday, the 
17th. It was a problem to accommodate everyone in the three small 
Mission cottages and a tent, but after the evening meal each one found 
a place to sleep. Sleep was not for long, however, as a heavy rainstorrti 
came at I A .M . which sent the boys from the tent to crowd in upon those 
in the boys’ cottage. Much to their dismay they found that the thatch 
roof there was leaking. Next morning a group of four or five boys were 
ready to leave for home, but with a little persuasion*they remained. 
During the four days of the Institute we were favored with clear weather 
and a beautiful full moon each night, so that the discomforts of the first 
night were soon forgotten.

Throughout the discussion groups and the worship services the 
common note was “ Evangelism.”  The day was begun with a devotional 
period of half an hour when the young people met in groups of eight or 
ten with their leaders. After breakfast Mr. Bhupoti Kumar Sahu, one 
of our capable young pastors, led the entire group in a Bible study on 
“ Soul-W inning," in which he stressed our responsibility and our 
message.

While the tide was high, vve took an hour for sea bathing. When 
we reassembled we were led by Mr. Subha Pandit in our discussion of 
“ The Place of Young People in the Church.”  Mr. Pandit has recently 
begun his work as on evangelist under the Children’s Special Service 
Mission. His messages were well suited to the young people. Everyone 
enjoyed his leadership in the evening song services. The young men 
found him helpful in personal counseling. In the third class period Mrs. 
Bidhu Mukhi Singh led the young women in a  discussion of “ The 
Exemplary W ife," and Rev. Kritibas Behera led the young men’s 
discussion of “ The Exemplary Husband." After dinner and a rest
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period .we again met to discuss, under Rev. W . C . Osgood's leadership, 
“ The Lordship and Call of Christ." A song and worship service was 
held each evening. The first evening Mr. Pandit brought a message 
based on Jesus’ words: “ I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.”
The second evening Miss Satyaboti Behera told the life story of Narayan 
Bhaman Tilak, an outstanding Christian poet of India. The third 
¡evening I told the story of the life of Mrs. Probhaboti Sircar and her 
entry into Nepal.

During the afternoon recreation period everyone enjoyed games 
on the beach by the sea. On Saturday afternoon a sports competition 
was held in which there were events for girls and events for boys.

Sunday morning the entire group met on the hilUide overlooking 
the B ay of Bengal for a sunrise service at 5:30 o’clock. This was led by 
Krupa Sindliu Roul, the Chaplain of the High and Technical School, 
Balasore. At 8 a m . Bidhu Mukhi Singh led in a  discussion of the 
Sunday School lesson based on the work of Aquila and Priscilla with 
‘Paul in Athens. In the afternoon worship and communion service the 
message on the 15th chapter of John’s Gospel was brought to us by Rev.
H . I. Frost. On Sunday evening thfe Institute program was brought 
to a close with a Consecration Service led by M r. Pandit.

May. the inspiration of these meetings at the seaside and the 
challenges presented by the leaders help many of our young people to 
consider seriously the claim of Christ upon their individual lives and 
answer His call to go and witness to Christ’s saving power!

CHRISTIAN HOME WEEK IN MIDNAPORE
October 18th—24th
B y  R c t h  D a n i e l s  

It took ! The idea took, and that in Midnapore where people are 
wary of anything new. A t first they were doubtful and critical, but before 
the week was over they changed.
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Saturday night, October l6lh. A church deacon : "W hat’s all this 
about? Who is the committee on Christian Home Week ? W hat does 
it mean ?”

Thursday, the 2ist. The same deacon : “ This is really a wonderful 
idea. Now I understand. Next year we will do this and this."

Monday morning-, October 18th, in one home. Caller: “ Are you 
•cleaning house this morning ?”

Head of the house : “ Oh, I don’t know. I ’m against this Home
Dedication W « k . What is all this about carrying lights, and wearing 
iflowers for mothers ? And an altar—we Baptists don’t believe in altars 
or images S o  and so says he doesn’t know what all this is about and he 
is a member of the Church Committee. So and so doesn’t understand 
and he is collecting subscriptions for the refreshments Saturday afternoon. 
And what is all this about cleaning our houses and decorating? Isn’ t it 
■more important to have clean hearts? There will be some trouble before 
this is all over.”

9‘
While the caller was answering these objections, in breezed the 

W oman's Society President: “ Aren’t you decorating? W here’s
that motto my daughter made for you ? “ Christ is the Head of this 
House, etc.”

Head of the house, meekly: “ Oh, it’s here. I ’ll have it up in a
few minutes." And he not only did that, but attended every event of 
the week.

The observance of Christian Home Week was really due to one 
of our Bible women. Miss Satyadol Seth, who had participated in the 
■observance while in training at Jubbulpore and could provide the detailed 
plan for us. In September the Woman’s Society proposed the plan to the 
Church Committee and—to our delight—they accepted it and appointed a 
sub-committee to help in carrying it out.
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The program was as follows: Monday evening, church service.
Subject: “ Jesus, the Light of the Home.”  Each family lighted a candle 
and marched home together for the dedication of their home.

Tuesday evening. Church service, subject: “ Hospitality.”

Wednesdaj' evening. Church service, subject: “ The Building of
Children’s Character by the Parents.”

Thursday afternoon: Exhibition.

Frid ay : Baby Competition,

Saturday afternoon : Social on church lawn with games, program
and refreshments.

Sunday morning, church service. Subject: “ The Ideal Mother.” 
Mother’s Day.

Notices were given of the Exhibition a month before. The items 
on that were: I. Competitive: foods, preseved and freshly made,
handwork, including sewing, drawing, etc., and toys ; 2. Non-competitive: 
medicine cabinet, books for the home, tools needed in 4he home, family 
altar.

In this Christian Home week program there was something in 
which each one, young and old, could participate and how they loved i t ! 
They went home with their candles on Monday night. One said, “ The 
candle I had lasted all the way home and all through our family prayers.”  
Another, who usually did not sit with his children in family prayers said, 
“ I ’ ll have to join with them this week any way.”  W e hope he will 
continue to do so.

Tuesday night everyone enjoyed two little scenes acted by the 
children to show an hospitable and an inhospitable home. The exhibition 
had many drawings, delicious eatables, etc. and the two sample woship 
centers that were shown for family altars did not seem a bit idolatrous 
after all. And the social afternoon was such fun. There were games 
for everyone and several humorous numbers, so that everyone laughed
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and laughed. They hadn’t done this for years together. The young 
men gave a  shoct play also. <►

One important part of the week’s plan was the visitation of all 
homes by a committee of four men. They offered prayer in each home. 
They found many had completely housecleaned and they announced the 
four best on Saturday. First place was given to a poor widow with a 
very humble cottage because, besides being elean, everything was in 
just the right place.

That the purpose of the week, to emphasize the importance of the 
Christian spirit and of Christian training in the home, was accomplished 
was evidenced in numerous conversations that were ovetheard on child- 
training, parents’ responsibility, the need of cleanliness the year round, 
the importance of a truly Christian home life as a witness to non-C hristians, 
and everyone was saying: “ We’ll do it better next year, now that we
understand.”

WE W ENT TO AMDIHA!
B y  R e v . H .  I. F r o s t .

In mid August we, six of us, went to Amdiha. How did we go? In 
Miss Brueckmann's jeep. “ Of course, you put your luggage in the 
trailer,”  someone says. That's- just what we didn’t do. No hotels in 
Amdiha, for it is a village 45 miles away in the interior- Bedding, a  bag 
or suitcase each, lanterns, etc., were all packed into the jeep first, and 
then the six of us, two missionaries, four Indian friends (two men and two 
women), packed ourselves in as best we could. For the last quarter of 
the way we added a seventh person who managed to hang on somehow, 
and guide us along the best cart tracks through the area. We could not 
have travelled through safely without him. The only incident of the trip 
was when our guide made a  mistake in directing us by a path which 
landed us in the middle of a field of growing rice. The jeep objected and
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■so did the Santal villagers. With some persuasion the jeep backed out. 
A  rupee giv#n to the villagers appeased them. I rather think they would 
have been (pleased had we repeated llie performance on the trip home. 
Actually the damage to the rice plants was negligible.

It was not just our little party of six who went to Amdiha that day. 
The Semi-annual District Church Union was to meet there, and by 
evening others had arrived. A few came on bykes, most on foot, from 
the churches of the district. Amdiha church is small, its members, except 
the pastor-teacher, Samson Mandal, being Santals by race. However, 
under the pastor’s wise leadership they did well in preparing and serving 
the food to all who came. Thirty or more were present most of the time. 
Some of the churches had sent contributions of money to help on the cost 
o f the food.

The program was devotional, inspirational and instructional. Miss 
Brueckmann gave a very helpful talk on the subject: “  Christ in the 
Home.”  The sermon on Sunday by one of the younger preachers was 
a very helpful exposition of John 3:16 . Several young men from Salgodia 
church, 4 miles away, led by the Headmaster of the school, came to 
contribute by means of special singing. More came on Saturday after
noon and it was possible to have a football game in an open field. This 
was much enjoyed by the people from nearby villages, as well as by the 
delegates.

Features of the meeting were several. The whole group of men on 
Sunday morning went to a Santal village a mile away where a Christian 
brother and his wife conduct the school. A  good school-house was 
possible because 12  families gave up drinking rice beer, curse of the Santal 
people, thus having more money to spend on the building. A  good 
number of men, women, and children turned out. Some of the men of 
the village joined our Christian brothers in singing the Christian hymns, 
and then listened intently to strong evangelistic appeals by two of our 
number. Pray for an ingathering in this village of Mohanpur. The 
field certainly looked “  ripe unto harvest.”
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The Sunday morning Sunday School was conducted by Mrs. Bidhu 
Mukhi Singh. Years ago she was brought as a child to the Girls' 
Orphanage by Rev. John Howard. Could he have seen and heard her 
that morning as she so skillfully presented a talk with help of the flan
nelette board and pictures, he would have been most happy. She gave 
the older ones a challenging talk on the real objective of the Sunday 
School, namely to bring the scholars to Christ Although recently 
married, she continues her work as evangelist to women, for which v^ork 
she had volunteered after several years of teaching. She showed in her 
talks the benefit of the special training she received during two years of 
study at Leonard Theological School, Jubbulpore. May the Lord call 
more like her into His service !

On two evenings Rev. Roma K. Sahu made earnest appeals. Rev.' 
Sahu recently gave up his work as Headmaster of the Boys’ High 
School, Balasore, after about 25 years of faithful service, to become 
Executive Secretary of the Home Mission Board. In the first instance 
he appealed for a re-dedication of self to Christ. On the second occasion 
he called for reconsecration to the Christian’s primary work of witnessing 
for Christ in every possible way. The response on both occasions was 
splendid, as, while all heads were bowed, nearly all present lifted their 
hands as an indication of personal commitment. If this expression of 
desire and purpose can be channeled into effective action, a better day 
must come in a number of the churches of the area.

IN MEMORIAM—ETHEL M. CRONKITE
To her fellow missionaries and the many friends of Ethel Cronkite the 

news of her home-going came as a great shock far, as far as they knew, 
she was in good health. She was on the staff of the National Baptist 
Missionary Training School at Nashville, Tennessee in the Bible 
Department, teaching Bible, Religion and Church History. This is a 
school for training negro young women for Christian service. On .Sunday
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morning, September 18th, the music teacher knocked at Miss Cronkite’s 
door as she was going- down to get their breakfast. There was no response, 
but she supposed her to be asleep. When breakfast was ready she called 
her and again knocked on her door which was locked. Since there was no 
response she called the caretaker. Looking through the transom he saw 
Ethel lying as asleep, but when he called she did not stir. A  doctor 
was called and one of the teachers at the Seminary and another gentle- 
mai\alst> came. Using a skeleton key the door was opened and it was 
discovered that she was dead.

Ethel's nearest relatives, two nephews, arranged that the funeral 
take place at Hartford, Michigan on September 15th at the Suzver-Calvin 
Funeral Home. A letter from the President of the N .B .M . Training 
School said, “  The services were simple and beautiful. The sermon was 
preached by the pastor of the Baptist church. A solo was sung by a 
life-long friend of hers. President Mattie G . Anderson of the N .B .M . 
Training School, brought a message, resolutions were read from the 
faculty and student body of the School, by Dr. A .M . Townsend, Chairman 
of the Board and by Dr. R . VV. Riley, President of the American 
Baptist Theological Seminary. T o  those of us who worked with her, 
she was known as an untiling worker, co-operative in every detail of the 
work at the school. She loved her students and loved her work. She was 
the most cheerful Christian it has been our opportunity to work with. 
Ethel joined one of the churches of our group and was faithful in attendance 
and a valuable worker, Ethel is not dead, she is just * away.' ”

It was September 21st before the news of Miss Cronkite’s death 
reached Balasore where she had served under the W .A .B .F  M .S. from 
I92I to 1942 in the Mission G irls’ High School. A memorial service 
was held which was attended by all the girls of the School, along with 
missionaries and other friends in the town. The service was opened by 
M iss Das, Headmistress, who had worked with Miss Cronkite for six 
years. The Music Master sang an appropriate song and then Miss Das 
spoke about her association with Miss Cronkite and what had been 
accomplished during her time of service. While she was Principal the school

22



was recognized by'Government as a full-fledged High School. Candidates 
were sent for the Matriculation Examination for the first time in 1939. 
Miss Cronkite introduced Domestic Science classes in the School and the 
Domestic Science Building, the first of its kind in the Province of Orissa, 
was opened in January 1939 by Lady Hubbaclc, the wife of the then 
Governor of Orissa.

After going to the United States in 194? Miss* Cronkite was 
awarded the Kaiser- i-Hind medal by H. M., the King Emperor, having 
been recommended for this by Sir. H. Lewis, Governor of Orissa at that 
time. The medal was presented at a public function in Detroit, Michigan 
by the British Consul. Representatives of the W .A .B .F .M .S . were 
present.

Miss Arun Das, a teacher in the High School, spoke about the help 
Miss Cronkite had been to her personally. Rev. H. I. Frost told of the 
valuable part she had played in the life of the community. From the 
messages given those who attended the memorial service realized again 
how deep was Ethel’s love for her Master, Jesus Christ, how earnestly 
she worked to help Oriya girls, and how great was her devotion to the 
Girls’ School. The G irl’s High School in Balasore is the monument of 
her devotion.

While at home on furlough« in 1928 Miss Cronkite received her 
M .A. degree, with honors, from Kalamazoo College. Later she studied 
at Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Illinois and was awarded the B ,D . 
degree. Before taking up her work at the N .B .M . Training School 
Miss Cronkite had served as an instructor in religion in the negro public 
schools of Covington, Kentucky.

While we would have wished many more,years of service on earth 
for Miss Cronkite, we do not mourn her peaceful entrance into the life 
more abundant, but rejoice that she was so ready to hear the words of the 
Lord, “  Well done, thou good and faithiul servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.”

23



WOMEN MEET FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE
B y  E t h e l  R o a d a r m e l  

Travel in India, before the end of the rainy season, over roads badly 
in need of repair is an experience one doesn’t soon forget. Some thirty- 
five women,- crowded into a chartered bus that could not hold more than 
twenty-two with any comfort, made the trip from Midnapore to Bhimpore 
on October 7th to attend the Annual Women’s Conference. Creaking and 
groaning, the bus pulled through the deep mud-holes,- A sudden lurch 
to one side brought forth screams from some of the women, but the driver 
skilfully kept the bus on the road. A  flat tire, when we were within three 
miles of our destination, gave us a chance to stretch our cramped legs. 
When we reached a stream completely covering the road some decided to 
wade through the water and mud, but others of us remained by 
the side of the road. We watched the stars come out and the moon 
appear before the bus overtook us. After a little more thin three hours 
for the twenty mile trip we drove into the Mission compound at Bhimpore 
at 7 o'clock. Suitcases, bedding rolls, tin trunks, etc. werfe handed down 
from the top of the bus as the women got out with lanterns, small bags 
and other things. The missionaries and Indian guests who were to have 
a  p a r t  on the program were entertained in the two Mission bungalows 
while the rest of the delegates found places in the dormitory of the Girls' 
School.

The next day other women arrived. Some had come from distant 
places and were only able to travel by bus part of the way. A  number 
had walked the last eight miles, crossing a river in a primitive ferry. The 
largest delegation was Santals. Altogether about one hundr ed women 
attended the conference, ^hree language groups, Santali, Oriya, and 
Bengali, began each day with prayer and meditation.

A t the opening service Miss Grace Hill welcomed the delegates. 
She recalled last year's conference in which Miss Nolini Kisku, who has 
since passed away, had an active part. (See Tidings. June ’48). She
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also told of the recent death of Miss Ethel Cronkite, former missionary in 
Balasore (see In Memoriam). Miss Cronkite had attended the first Women's 
Conference. In a rededication of our own lives we all stood for a moment 
of remembrance in silence, and prayer was then offered by Miss Ruth 
Daniels.

The key verse and theme of the conference was before us in large 
Bengali script each day as we gathered in the church : “  B ut grow in  the
grace and knowledge o f  our Lord and Savior, Jesus C hrist." 
I I  Peter 3 : 1 6 .  Miss S . Mukherjee, a member of the staff of the 
Berhampore Teacher’s Training College, was the guest speaker, In her 
first message she emphasixed the need of growth in knowledge, especially 
in an understanding of the Bible and of God. She appealed to the 
women to grow in their Christian lives that others might see Christ in 
them. When she next addressed the Conference she spoke on the position 
of women, illustrating her message from women of the Bible and present 
day women in public life. She appealed to us not to forget that women 
are co-workers with the Lord and that through the home and the church 
we can serve Him.

Miss Ruth Daniels spoke on “ The New Birth and Salvation”  
making frequent use of Bible passages to bring out the meaning of the 
new life in Christ and power over sin.

By means of the flannelgraph Miss Satyaboti Behera, one of our 
well trained women’s evangelists, illustrated her talk on “  Growth in 
Christian Knowledge.”  All were deeply impressed and inspired as she 
placed pictures on the board showing the need of a pure heart, of opening 
the heart’s door to Christ, of having a strong prayer life, of receiving the 
Holy Spirit, of reading the Bible daily and working to establish the 
Kingdom of God. The completed picture formed a cross. During her 
talk she called for Scripture reading, prayer, and choruses bearing on the 
subject.
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On the second day we were led to think about "  Growth in the 
Christian L ife "  by Miss Ujjayini Pradhan and Miss Lillian Brueckmann. 
Miss Pradhan has served for many years as a women’s evangelist in 
Khargpur and has reached out into other industrial areas. Her message 
centered around the verse in Luke 2 :  40 “ Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature and in favour with God and man.”  Miss Brueckmann illustrated 
her message from the lives of modern “ saints,”  some who are still living 
and witnessing for Christ.

On Saturday afternoon the conference delegates were entertained at 
a tea given by the Headmaster of the Boys’ High School. Following 
this enjoyable social hour we gathered in the assembly hall of the school 
to witness the dramatization of the Life of Sadhu Sundar Singh, given 
by the school girls, some of whom took the parts of men and boys. The 
attentiveness of the audienee, many of whom had come in from the 
village, was evidence of the splendid seriousness with which the drama 
was portrayed. In the sacrifices made by Sundar Singh and the persecution 
he endured as he forsook the faith of his parents to follow Christ we were 
challenged to greater courage. His joyous witnessing to his new found 
faith and the winning of others to Christ, including his own relatives, 
made us face up to our opportunities.

Miss S . Mukherjee, who is one of the younger women leaders in the 
Christian church, took full charge of the regular Sunday morning worship 
service in the church which was attended by the Christian people of the 
community. She asked us to think of ourselves as a  big family and 
then spoke to us of God as our Father, our relationship to Him and what 
he expects of us. For a woman to fill the pulpit on a Sundoy morning 
while the pastor sits in the congregation is an evidence of the progress 
that has been made in the attitude towards women’s place in the church 
in this land where for centuries women have been considered inferior.

An encouraging and stirring address was given on Sunday afternoon 
by Miss S . Das who is carrying on evangelistic work in Calcutta. She
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said more Hindus ,are seeking light than she has ever known before and 
the demand for Bibles is greater than can be met. It is by the lives of 
those who are more than just Christian in name, rather than by preaching, 
that non-Christians will be attracted to Christ, She drew attention to 
the need of winning children to Christ and of our own children finding 
Christ in the home.

Mrs. Ram Chandra Marndi, wife of one of the teachers in the Boys' 
School, in her message on “ The Disciplining of Children in the Home ”  
helped the mothers to face their responsibility for right guidance and for 
understanding of their children. Putting Christ first in the home, having 
family worship in which the children share was the basis for happy 
relationship with children. The telling of good stories, relating stories 
from the Bible, and having good pictures in the home were helps in 
training children. When child must be punished, the mother must show 
the sadness his fault has caused and must also relate the punishment to 
the wrong done. She also spoke of the fact that mother and father must 
not disagree in front of their children. Mrs. Marndi was chosen to speak 
on this subject because of the very lovely home that she has developed 
and her ability to speak out of experience. Surely such homes are the 
hope of India !

At the closing session Mrs. L . Christian led us in thinking on “ What 
the Death of Christ Means to U s.”  From Scripture passages she showed 
the universality of sin and the way of salvation and victory over sin.

The reports from the various women’s societies and from the Bible 
women and the contribution of more than Rs. 350 (over $  100) towards 
Home Mission work and the support of a Bible woman showed that our 
women are moving forward in service for the Master. We all realize, 
however, that .there is still much to do and that there needs to be more 
sacrificial service and giving.

27



“ ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH.”
We trust that all readers of Tidings are remembering in their 

personal devotions and in prayer groups and bringing to the attention of 
Mission circles and societies the requests for prayer. You will rejoice 
with us in the following answers to your prayers and ours:—

Mr. Pratap Ch. Patwari, B .Sc., B .T . has come as Headmaster to 
the Balasore Boys’ High School.

Rev. and Mrs. Glenn R. Hill have been appointed for evangelistic 
work at Bhimpore and will sail from the U .S. as soon as arrangements 
can be made. Their coming is surely an answer to many prayers. This 
need for an additional couple was held before the Lord during a two day 
retreat of our missionary staff at Balasore in Ju ly .

One of the young men at Khargpur who was in the “ free th inker" 
group has opened his heart to Christ and was baptized by Rev. E . C. 
Brush.

P rayer Requests:
1. For the “ Christian Center”  project at Bhallukenia.

Ruth Daniels hopes that the house may be completed in November. 
The villagers have not contributed all they promised. The amount others 
agreed to give has not yet been fully raised. This project has been 
sponsored by Miss Daniels and she writes, "  I have longed for desire and 
faith on the part of local people in this project—to have a house where 
Bible women would live in the midst of needy people. Pray that it may 
have the support of far more local Christians through their prayers and 
giving.”

2. For paper and printers to overcome the scarcity of Bibles, 
(See "T h e  Scripture Speaks.”  in this issue.)

3. For winning the village of Mohanpur for Christ. (See *' We 
Went to Amdiha.” )
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4. For those facing great temptations in industrial areas, especially 
those from other lands, including Americans, working in Jamshedpur; 
that through the ministry of the church Christ may come into their lives 
with power.

Continue to remember the requests given in earlier issues of Tidings

NEWS ITEMS
Rev. and Mrs. E . C. Brush may be addressed at 549 Merchant St., 

Rangoon, Burma.

Missionaries' Children  in U .S .A .

John and Miriam Brush have a daughter, born August 14th, who 
has been given the Bengali name of “  Kam ala.”

Dr. and Mrs. Lee Howard have a son, Regan Ellis, born in August.

Dr. Robert Frost lives in Poland Springs, Maine. He has an 
office in Auburn and is a general medical practitioner. He has three 
sons,

Kenneth Frost received his B . Sc. degree from the Un. of Maine 
last June. He is an Inspector of the Eastern Railways’ Perishable Goods 
Inspection Service, located at Buffalo. He has two sons.

S a ilin g s :
Rev. and Mrs. C . Verner Johnson from N . Y , Oct. 15th.

Miss Nina Bowers from N .Y . Nov. 30th. Nina is the last of our 
missionaries on furlough to return.
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A n n u a l Mission Conference, Balasore Nov. 20th to 24th.

Ephesians 3 :16  “ Strengthened with power through His Spirit" is the 
theme. Dr. John E . Skoglund, newly appointed 'foreign Secretary for 
Bengal-Orissa, Burma and Assam and Dr. Jesse Wilson, Home 
Secretary, will be our guests. W e are richly blessed in having these 
friends from home visit our field and attend conference.

W e congratulate Hazel Smith on having successfully passed her 
second year language examination in Bengali.

Printed and published by B. F . W . Fellows, Orissa Mission Press, 
Cuttack, for Mrs. C. C. Roadarmel, Editor, Jamshedpur, Bihar, India.
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