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E X T R A C T S

FROM

Mr. C A R EY ’s JOURNAL.

ON  Thurfday, June 13, 1793, they eihbarked; when 
h*j begins his Diary with expreffing his admiration 

bf the divine wifiiom and goodnefs, in over-ruling his 
former difappointments fo as to prove the occafion oiF his 
going out in a manner much more to his fatisfa&ion. 
u This/’ fays he, “  was a day of joy to my foul: I was 

11 returned that I might take all my family with me, and 
u enjoy all the bleflings I had furrendered up to GodL 

“  This is an Ebenezer which I raife to God, and hope to 
u be ftrengthened whenever I reflect upon it* .’*

*  A# there are many things in the Journal which have been cora- 

tnunicated to the public in the preceding numbers, and much o f an 

experimental nature, the publication of which we can hardly fuppole 
would meet the feelings o f the writer, we have considerably abridged 

the original, fupplying fuch omilfions as* were thought proper, either 

by references to the former numbers, or by a brief iketch of the pro-

Y  ceedings
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16. Lord’s-day. A  little recovered from my fick- 
nefs: met for prayer and exhortation in my cabin: had a 
difpute with a French deiiL f

17. Nothing of moment occurred the paft week : we 
meet every morning and evening for family prayer.

23. Lord’s-day. Had two public meetings. Mr. 
T hom as and I preached once each. In the morning we 
had but one peribn more than our own family; in the af
ternoon three, the furgeon and two paflengers: God grant

25. * Fell in with the trade-wind yefterday, and to-day 
p*fled the ifland of Madeira.

28. Yefterday pafled Pabna> one of the Canaries. 
Saw Gomara and Fero\ but by reafon of ftrong fqualls 
Could not fee Teneriffe.

Have begun to write Bengalee. My mind tranquil 

and ferene: I have of late found it more than ordinarily 
imprefled with the importance of the work upon which I 
am going: God grant I may feel this more and more!

ceeding* o f  our brethren > in the form o f a narrative; judging that It 

would be tedious to the reader to purfue a long detail o f their voyage, 

and the various difficulties they had to encounter on their firft landing, 

whilft brother C a r e y  was chiefly employed in learning the language» 

and both o f  them for a long time perplexed in determining upon the 

moft fuitable flotation, and the be ft manner o f porfuiog their impor

tant work. On thefe heads let it fuffice our friends at large to be af- 

fured by the Committee, that his conduit affords us the higheft fatif- 

faftion i and whilft the various difficulties he had to encounter ferved 

in the iffue to render the divine interpoiition in favor o f our brethren 

more confpicuous, we have the fulleft confidence that they have fol

lowed the evident leadings of Fro vide nee, in occupying their prefent 

ftation.
29. This
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29. This afternoon, about three o'clock, palled, the 
tropic of Cancer: the heat very moderate, as it has beea 
all the voyage. The thermometer has never been higher 
than 720. I find fome delight in preparing for my labors 
among the heathen by writing the Bengalee, only, how
ever, becaufe it relates to my great work.

30. Lord’s-day. A  pleafant and profitable day: our 
congregation compofed of ten perfons.

July 7. Another pleafant and profitable Lord’s-day; 
our congregation increafed with one. Had much fweet 
enjoyment with God.

10— 2i. Much detained by contrary winds. I was 
very ill, owing to a bilious complaint and obftruited per- 
fpiration. On the 21ft pailed the line.

Auguft 2. Lait night pailed the tropic of Capricorn. 
The laft fortnight has been filled up with various exercifes 
of mind. I have had fome feafons of iacred enjoyment, and 
/eel my heart fet upon the great work on which I am 
going ; but at other times I am quite dejefted, from feeing 
(he impenetrability of the hearts of thofe that are with us: 
they hear us preach on the Lord’s-day, but we are forced 

to witnefs their difregard for God all the week. O  may 
God give us greater fuccefs among the heathen! I am 
very deftrous that my children may purfue the fame work. 
May God give them grace to fit them for i t !

20. W e are off the Cape of Good Hope. W e expect
ed to have gone in there, on which account I had written 

to friends in England fometime fince; but now, having 
¿ome hope of reaching Bengal before the monfoon breaks 
¡up, we pafs by. I have fome reafon to regret this, as I 

¡toped to have perfuaded one of the miniflcrs there to en-
y  2 gage
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gage in a correfpondence with England: but the Lor^ 
is wife.

I have of late felt fome very lively defircs after the 
fuccefs of our undertaking. If any thing engages my 
heart in prayer to God, it is that the heathen may be con* 
verted, and that the Society, which has fo generouily ex
erted itfelf, may be encouraged and excited to go on with 

greater vigor.

M y wife, through mercy, is well fatisfied with our un
dertaking ; and we are all now in remarkably good health. 
Our courfe was by the iflands of Trinidada, Saxenburg, and 
*TriJlan de Cunha to this place.

25. Lord’s-day. Had much enjoyment in public 
worfhip to-day; but about half paft one on Monday morn
ing was awakened by the violent motion of the fljip ; once 
I  thought ihe muft have gone down, but through mercy all 
Were preferved *.

Nov. 9. For near a month paft we have been within 
(wo hundred miles of Bengalj but the violence of the cur
rents fet us back when we were got to the very door. I 
hope I have learned the neceffity of beating up againft 

wind and tide when there is occafion, as we have done in 
our voyage. W e have had our port in view all along, 
and there has been every attention paid to afcertain our 
iituation by fdlar and lunar obfervations: no opportunity 
which occurred has been negle&ed. O  that 1 were but 
as attentive to the evidence o f my ftate, as they to their 
fituation ! A (hip fails within fix points of the wind, and 
if the wind fhi'ft a point the advantage is immediately 
taken: now though this is tirefome work, and (efpe-

*  See Periodical Accounts, No. I . p. 6 l .

dally
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pally if a current Yet againft us) we fcarcely make arty 
way ; nay, fometimes, in fpite of all that we can do, we 
go backwards inftead of forwards, yet it is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to keep working up, if ever we mean to arrive at 
our port: fo in the chriftian life, we have often to work 
againft wind and current, but we muft do it if ever we ex- 
pe£t to make our port.

To-d^y was the jirjl time we had an interview with the 
Hindoos: two boats came to fell us fiih; and Mr. 
T h om as afî ed the man in one of them whether they had 
any fhafters? Their anfwer was, “ W e are poor men—  
thofe who have many cowries* (i. e. who are rich) read 
the fhafters j but we do not know them.”  I like their ap

pearance much i they feem to be intelligent perfons, 

though of the lowell caft j and were very attentive to 
whatever was faid to them. O  may my heart be prepar
ed for our work, and the kingdom of Chrift be fet up 
among the Hindoos! W e intend going on ihore on 
Monday f .

[On our brethrens landing they were for fome time 
unfettled relpe&ing the ftation in which they Ihould £x 
themfelves, and brother C a r e y  in particular (10  whom 

the country was altogether new) underwent various out

ward trials, and much inward deje&ion ; but ftill he was 
upheld by faith in God. He fpeaks efpecially at one time 

(Jan. 17,1794) of a pleafant view he had of “  the aJI-fuffi-

* A  froall fea-fliell, which is current in India as m oney. T hey 

are dug out o f the ground in the Maldives, and fome parts of America. 

On the coaft o f Africa, they are called b o n g e s ,  and in America 

P O R C  E L A I N E S ;

f  For their firft interview with the Hindoos on ihore, fee Periodical 
Accounts, No. I.

[  *6 * 3
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cieney of God, and the liability of his promifes, which re* 

Jieved his mind greatly. As he walked home in the night 
he was enabled to roll his foul and all his carcs on God, 
praying to be dire&cd into the patient waiting f i t  Chrift." 
« What a mercy is it,1’ faid he, “  to have a God, and how 
roiferable rauft they be who have no knowledge of a throne 
pf grace, or value for i t !.” ]

jan. 19, 1794. This day, as every Lord’s-day fince 
we have been in the country, we went among the natives. 
For the three laft Lord?s-days we have difcourfed to a pretty 
large congregation at Mamcktulh bazar, or market; for 

we have juft the fame bufinefs done here on that day as on 
another. Our congregations have chiefly confided of ma- 
hometans, and have increafcd every Lord’s-day : they were 
very inquifitive, and we have addreiTed them upon the fub- 
je&  of the gofpel with the greateft freedom, and in the fol
lowing manner:

A  burial place, with a confecrated tomb, where offerr 
ings are daily made to the fpirit of the departed perfon, was 
near; fome enquiries about the reafon of their offerings 
were made, which led on to queftions on their part; and 
then the Go/pel and the Koran infenfibly became the fubje&s 
of converfation. They alledged the divine original of the 
koran; we enquired, Have you ever feen or read it? The 
univerfal anfwer was, “  No.”  But to-day a man came 
who pretended he had feen it. W e aiked him if he knew 

the words with which every chapter begun * ? He faid, 
M No j for it was written in Arabic, and no one could un- 

derftand it.”  The queftion now was, How then can you 
obey it ? and wherefore are ye mahomedans ? T o  this they 
could not reply: they faid (aod lb fays the Koran) that the

*  Every chapter in the koran begins with, «  In the name o f God, 

*l srracious and merciful."
* Koran

C «6* ]



[  i f i j  3
JAW. 1 7 9 4 .

Koran was fent to confirm the words of fcripture. W e 
infifted that the Bible faid, Whofoever ihall add to the word 
of God, or diminiih from it, ihall be under the curfe of 
God j but the Koran was written after the Bible, and pre
tends t̂o divine authority; therefore if the gofpel be true, 
Mahomet muft be accurfed, and the Koran of no authority; 
and if the Bible be not true, neither can the Koran be true, 
for that, you fay, was written to confirm our fcripturfes. 
They anfwered, that the Jews and Chriftians had corrupt
ed the Bible, which was the reafon why God made the re
velation by Mahomet. We anfwered, Then how could the 
Koran come to confirm it ? If it was corrupted it needed 
correfiion and not confirmation. Being driven to their laft 
ihift, they faid that Mahomet was the friend of God, but 
Efau (by whom they meant yefus) was the Spirit of God. 
Tow hich Moonjhee ihrewdly replied, Then which would 
you think higheft, your friend, or your foul or fpirit ? All 
this they bore with great good temper; what effect it may 
have, time muft determine. Many more things were faid 
to recommend the gofpel, and the way of life by JeJus Chrifti 

but as night came on we left them.

21. This evening I had a very profitable conversion 
with Moonjhee about fpiritual things, and I do hope he may 
one day become a very ufeful and eminent man. 1 am fo 
well able to underftand him, and he me, that we are deter
mined to begin correcting the tranflation of Geneiis to
morrow.

Jan. 22. Began the corre&ion of Genefis. I find a 
neceffity of explaining many expreifions, of which I had 
not taken notice before. E.g. It is faid that K God creat
ed the heavens and the earth after which it is remarked 
that “  the earth was without f o r m t h is  is not very intel
ligible in Engliib, but in Bengalee would be quite abfurd,

becaufe
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becauie every uiiag miiÛ: have fome form or other; and it 
it had not form, then it muft neceffarily be void, or emptyJ 
for it could not be filled, having noi cxiftence. T o  this !  
fay, that the chàos, or primitive earth, rauft have been a li- 
quid mafs, there hot hiving been any reparation of land and 
water, and that the meaning is* that it had no /titled firm , 
-but was fiuâuâting like the waves and tide in the fea. It is 
likewife (aid, that “  God commanded the earth to produce 
grais, herb yielding feed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit 
after its kind, wbofe feed is in itfclf upon the earth.”  By 
grafs, I fuppofe, is meant vegetables in general J and what 
follows is an enumeration of the twti great divifions of ve

getables, viz. plants and trees. AU the verfibns I have 
feen, except the Engliih, render.“  grafs,”  tendit herb. And 
the expreiEon, “  whoftr feed' is in itfe]f§”  relates to the 
power t>f propagating their fpecies, that is inherent in 
vegetables, which cannot move from their place?, nor form 
a conjunction of male and female, which is nèceflàry to tftn 
propagation of animals.

I  have lately been full of perplexity about various tem- 
poraTconcerns, but the word of God is fure, which abun
dantly promifes all 1 can want. I have met with heavy af
fligions ; but in the mount the Lord is feen. I wiih i  had 

but more of God in my foul, and felt more fubmiflion in my 
heart to his will* this would raife me above every trouble: 
I  feel happy in this, however* that I am in my work, and 
that is the work o f God | the more I am employed in it 
the more I  find it a rich reward.

I Jind my heart fometimes overwhelmed with difcou- 

ragementSj but I feel what it is to have the teftimony of a 
good confcience in the finaileft matters. God can fuppty 
all my wants, fpiritual and tempctfal. Why then is myfoul 

difquieted within me ? Things may turn out beyond my
expectations ;
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expeditions: every thing is known tb God» and God, 
tares for the miilion. O for contentment, delight in God  ̂
¿nd much oF his fear before my eyes. Blefled be God, I 
feel peace within, and rejoice in having undertaken the 
workj and fhall, I feel I ihall do fo, even if I ihould lofe 
my life in the undertaking. I anxioufly defire the time 
when I lhall be fo far acquainted with the language as to 
preach in it to thefe poor people.

St6. Lord's-day. Found much pleafure in reading 
E d w a r d s ’s Sermon on the jufiice of God in the damnation 
of Jinners. After this Went to our congregation of natives 
again. They gave great attention, arid all the muflelmen 
ptefeht (except the keeper of the confecrated place, and 
one or two fakirs)  acknowledged that the offerings made 
to the peer, or foul of the dead man, wHofe tomb was con- 
fecratedj were made without any command; either in ,thfe 
Koran, or elfewhere. The perfon who aiSted as prieft, or 
keeper of the place, when we told him that all the offer
ings were made to his belly, went away confounded with 
the laughter of tile people. Their inquifitivenefs and 

riumbers increafe, and one Hindoo appeared more than or
dinarily anxious to know what was the right way. I wiifi 
that We may fee fome good fruit of our labors, and doubt 
riot but we ihall (bon have fome reafori to rejoice in thfe 
falvatidn of God.

27. This day finiihed the cOrre&iori Of the firffc chap* 
ter of Genefis, which Moonjbte fays is rendered into very 
good Bengalee. Juft as we had finiihed a pundeetand
another.man from Nuddea came to fee me. I ihewed it to 
them, arid the pundeet feeraed much pleafed with the ac
count of the creation; only they have an imaginary place 

fomewhere beneath the earth, which he thought ihould 

have been mentioned likewise. I obferved that the earth
% was

i 6s  ]
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was a planet; and that the heavens and the earth included 
all the material creation. There is a neceffity of explain
ing to them feveral circumftances relative to geography 
and chronology j as they have many fuperftitious opinions 
on thefe Hibjecls, which are clofely conne&ed with their 

fyftem of idolatry.

28. This evening, after a day of dejection-, had much 
relief in reading over Mr. F u l l e r ’ s charge to us at Let- 
c$fhr* : the aUe&ion there mairifefted aloioft overcame 
my fpirits. O , I think, I am not only ready to fuffer any 
thing s but if I be offered upon the fecrifice and fervice of 
faith, I joy and rejoice therein. O  what a portion is God I

30. The blciBog of divine revelation is far greater 
than we can conceive, unlefs we difcourte with thofe who 
never enjoyed it. This evening I was converting with 
Mnnjbie about his firft opinions concerning God. He 

told me that when he firft; became acquainted with a few 
EngliA» words, God and Lord were fome of the firft; but 
for Come time he fuppofed God Jlmigbty to be a female, and 
God's wife« But his ideas of angels were much more con
fident than thofe of our artifts. Soon after he became ac
quainted with Mr. THOS4AS, he aiked an European gentle
man, upon feeing a pi&ure in which an angel was repre- 
fented, “  Sir, are angels women or birds ? 1 fee they have 
got feathers, therefore they muft be birds; and then I 
can fee them, and catch them § now we think they are 
great powers, who can go any where m an inftant, with

out wings» or any fuch helps.'* He is now much hurt at 
feeing pretended pi&ures of God, at the Holy Spirit, with 

wings like a dove: and many of thofe reprefen tat ions by

*  See Periodical Accounts, No. I. p. 36.

cuts,
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cuts, fometimes put in the Bible, are to him, as well as 
others, who are ftili heathens, a great ftumbling-bloek.

Feb. i, 1794. Spent to-day in preparations' for our 
.departure on Monday to the intended place of oar reli- 
■dence ; was very weary, having walked in the fun about 
fifteen or fixteen miles ; yet had the fatisfa£tion of dif- 
•courfing with fome money changers at Calcutta, who could 
fpeak Engliih, about the importance and abfolute necefiity 
x>f faith in C h r i s t  J e s u s . One of them was a very crafty 
man, and tried much to entangle me with hard queilions, 
but being hfmfelf nonplus’d at laft, he defifted, and went to 
flis old occupation of money changing again. If once 
God is pleafed, by his Holy Spirit, to convince them of fin, 
they will find a Sayior to be a bleffing indeed. But human 
nature is the very fame all the world over; and all convic
tion is fuperficial and traftfitory, accept that which is pro
duced by the effeitual working of tbefclefled Spirit.

5. Spent this day in removing our little furniture, 
<$cc. to Baliagautr where we go on board our boats. Next 
day proceeded on our courfe, through ialt rivers, and a 
large lake, in the afternoon faw an offering to the g»d* 
defs of learning, i. e. of writing and reading. This idol 
was placed under a flaed, and all around her were placed 
large diihes full of rice, fruits, See. which the people had 
brought: the brahman was employed in laying the whole 
in order, after which a little was diftributed to the atten
dants, and the brahman had the reft. The whole was at
tended with horrid muiic, and the next day the idol was to 
be thrown into the river. I felt very much concerned for 
thefe poor people, but could not fpeak to them.

5. There not being fufficient water for us to go the 
neareft way, we were obliged to go through the Sunder-

% 2  bunds,

[  1*7 ]
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bunds, at very large impenetrable foreft, extending many 
(cores of miles, and entirely uninhabited by man ; but in
terfered by large rivers, by which our boats patted. Thef$ 
forefts fwarm with tygers, leopards, rbipoceroces, buffa
loes, deer, &c. Had Tome fweet pleafure in meditation 
here," but no one dares to go on fhore, fo as to venture 
one hundred yards from the boat*.'

•  <( About two hundred and twenty miles from A c fea (but -three 

hundred, reckoning the windings o f  the river) commences the head o f 

the D eltao f die Ganges} which is confiderably more than twice th$ 

area o f that o f the Nile. That part o f the Delta bordering on die fea, 

is compofcd o f  a labyrinth of rivers and creeks, all o f which are fait, 

accept thofethat immediately communicate with the principal arm o f 

the Ganges. This traS,known by the name o f the woods, or Sunder- 

bund*, is in extent equal to the principality o f  W ales; and isXo com* 

pietely enveloped in woods, and infeftcd with tygers, that if  any at* 

tempts have ever been made to clear it (as is reported), they h^ve hi

therto mifcarried. Its numerous canals arc io difpofed, as to form a 

complete inland navigation, throughout and acrofs the lower part o f  

the D eltaj without either the delay o f going round the head o f it, or 

the hazard o f  putting to fca. Here 1falt, in quantities ccjual to the 

whole conftnnption o f  Bengal and its dependencies, is made and tranii 

ported with equal facility ; and here alfo is found an inexhayftible 

ftore o f timber for Boat building. T he breadth o f the lower part o f 

this Delta is upwards o f pqp hundred and elghty miles j to which, i f  

we add that o f the two branches o f  the fiver that bound it, we ihaU 

have about two hundred miles for the diflance to which the Ganges ex
pand* its branches, at its junflion with the fea.”

Major K e n n e l 's Memoir o f amap o f Hindoftan, p, 339.

“  There are tvfo diftinft paiiages through the Sunderbunds,. thf 

one named the Southern or Simderbund paflage, the other the JBaliagot 

pa0age. T he firft is the fartheft about, and leads through the decgiejfc 

and wldeil rivers j and is o f courfe the mod expoied during tempeftuous 

weather. It  opens into the Calcutta river, through the channel creek, 

about fixty-five miles below die town. T he Baliagot pailage opens 
into a lake on the Eaft fide o f  Calcutta $ from whence, within a very 

few years, a fmali canal has been cut to  join the lake with the river.

I  >68 ]
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6. Arrived at Dehartay where a very benevolent 
gentleman, who fuperintends the fait-works, immediately 
invited me, and all my family, to take up our abode at his 
houfe, til! I ihall have completed my own: with furprifing 
generofity towards us, who were utter ftrangers to him be
fore, he ipfiits on Applying all our wants while we ftay 
here.

8. Went this morning to Hajhnabad) where I 
expeded to have land. I had the choice of the whole 
country, and at laft pitched upon a place at CoilatuIIah, 
which is a fine foil, and pleafant fituation, nearly oppofite 
to the place where I now am, on the other fide of the river. 
Several villages are in the neighborhood, and provifions as 
cheap as any where in Bengal. The river Jubonat which 

is as large as the Hoogly, at Calcutta, feparates us from 
Peharta

March 1. After having been employed in building 
me an houfe, it being almoft finiihed, I received a letter 
this day inviting me to fuperintend a manufe&ory at Mal- 

da. This appearing to be a remarkable opening in Divine

“  Thefe pafiages present to the imagination, both a grand and a 

curious fpettacle, a navigation o f more than two hundred miles through 

a foreft, divided into numberlefs iQands, by a continued labyrinth of 

channels, fo various in point o f width, that a veflel has at one time 

her marts almoft entangled in the trees, and at another fails uninter- 
n^ptedly on a capacious river, beautifully ikirted with woods, and af

fording a vifta of many miles each way. The water is every where 

fait, and the whole extent o f the foreft abandoned to wild beafts : fo 

that the ftiore is feldom vifited but in cafes o f neceflity, except by the 

wood-cutters and falt-makers, whofe “  dreadful trade"* is exercifed at 
the conftant peril o f their lives j for the tygers not only appear on the 

margin io quell o f prey, but often in the night-time fwim to the boats 

{ha; lie at anchor in the middle of the river,"

Ibid.

Providence
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Providence for our comfortable fupport, I accepted it; fo 
that weareftill unfettled, and I only wait for another letter 
from Maidq> to f<Jt off this long journey of two hundred 
and fifty miles, with all my family.

2— 4. In my prefcnt ftate of fufpence, my mind feels, 
too vacant and barren; though I feel great pleafure in th? 
hope that the miffion will be abundantly forwarded by 
having a number of the natives under my immediate in- 
fpe&ion j while at the fame time my family will be well 
fupplied. Indeed I Should have no doubt refpe&ing provi- 
lion even here ; yet too much of my time muil have been 
necei&rily employed ui managing my little farm with my 
own hands: But I ihall now be joined with my colleague 

again, and we ihall engage in our work unitedly.

16. This being one of the Bengal holidays, in the 
afternoon a number of people, who had been to celebrate 
the obitar or incarnation of Krtejbnc, and fmeared over 
their heads with red powder, returned, and played their 
idolatrous tricks before the door. O  how much more 

zealous are idolaters, than many nominal chrifti&ns! I 
fuppofe that not leis than io,ooo people met at the temple 
of Kreeflmo, many of whom had travelled twenty or thirty 
miles to worihip ; and this is the cafe all over the country. 
Upon one of thefe holidays, many of the rich fpend perhaps 
a lack or 100,000 of rupees, and rather than labor on thofe 

days, they would undergo the greateft diftrefs; yea, though 
the moft timid people on the earrh at other times, they 
are now enthufiaftic, intrepid, and fearlefs.

20. To-day I was very much affected with fome in
stances of true generofity in Moonjbee-t fuch as I am fure 
would have done honor to the moft eminent chriftian in 

the world.
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21. 1 find the revifal of the traftfla'ticn of Genefi9 

both a pleafing and profitable employment, and now begin 
to fee, that the Bengalee is a language Which is very co
pious, and abounds with beauties.

23. Lord's-day. Enjoyed much happinefs in find
ing to my family, and inftrufting them. Had much £lea~ 
fiire and a revival of ancient friendship in toy foul, by 
reading dear Mr. R y la n d 's  Circular Letter on fceal*; 
but forely feel the lofs of thofe public opportunities Which 
I enjoyed in England.

24. This evening was enabled to Confetid for the truth 

as it is in Jefus, with a moft friendly European, to when* 
I  am under great obligations. O  that God would requite 
all his kindnefs to me and my family by converting his 

foul unto hrmfeh: i

29. Spentfhis day as the fabbatfr through miftake j 
for which, however, I have abundant reafbn to b6. thankful. 

It has been a time of refreihing indeed* to me. O what 
is there in all this world wbrth living for but tlig prefence 
and fervice of God. I feel a burning defire that all the 

world may know this God, ancl ferve him. O  how long 
will it be ere I ihall know enough of the language of the 
country to preach Chriil crucified to the natives* I blefs 
God I make fome progrefs.

April 6. Had fome fweetnefs to-day, efpecialfy 
in reading E d w a r d s ’s Sermon, ** The Moil High, a  
prayer-hearing God.*' What a fpirit of genuine piety 
flows through all that great man’s works. I hope I have 
caught a little frefh fire to-day*; but how needful and de-

*  Publilhed by the Northampton Allocution, 1792.

Arable
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Crable is it that God ihould conftantly fan the heavenly 
flame. I need abundance of grace* in order to communi
cate divine things to others > but to my comfort, God has 
¿ a id ,H e  that believeth on raej out of his belly; ihall flow 
rivers of living water no doubt meaning that faith is a 
communicative principle, and that true believers will a$ 
naturally fpeak of the things of* God, as a fountain will 
call forth itreams. Iwiifa I could fpeakfo as to be under-; 
ftood by the natives j 1 can fay a little* but not fufficient 
toanfwer the objections brought againit the gofpel.

8. A  day of buiinefs, hurry, forrow, and dejefiflon. 
I feem caft out of the chriftian world, and unable yet to 
ipeak to the heathen to any advantage, while I am difcou- 
raged by various difappointments and diilrciles, and it ill at 
a diitance from my colleague, wanting fome friend to fttr 
me up, or encourage me in the things of God. 1 fome- 
times feel rather diiheartened by the infidelity of the Eu
ropeans, who all (ay that the converfion of the natives is 
impoffible, and by the ftupid fuperftition of the natives 

themfelves. In England I ihould not be difcouraged by 
what infidels fey, but here I regret the want of any faith
ful brother to fympatKize with me, nor have I at prefent 
the ability to make the trial o f preaching the gofpel. 
All my hope is in God, and all my comfort arifes from 
him; without his power no European could poflibly be 
converted, and that can convert any Indian j and when f  
refle& that he ftirred me up to the Work, and wrought 
wonders to prepare the way, I can hope in his promifes, 
and am encouraged and ftrengthened.

This day the horrid cuftom of /elf-tormenting among 
the natives begun. A  machine was conftrufted of Bam
boos, perhaps above twenty feet high, 'from which they 
precipitate themfelves upon iron fpikcs, which run into

their
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their breads, or any other part. I did not know of this horrid 
tranfa&ion ’till k was over, and therefore had not opportu
nity of feeing it; but the fervants came and told us, arid 
my eldeft Ton faw it.

9. To-day felf-tormenting was carried to a greater 
length than yefterday. A  number of people came near to 
our gate with drums and dancing; when prefently a man 
had two pieces of bamboo, of twenty feet long, and each 
as thick as a man’s finger, thefe were pafled through his 
fides, and held at each end by two men; while he danced 
backwards and forwards in a manner almoft frantic, but 
feemiflgly infenfible to pain. T o  prevent the violent heat 

arifing from the rubbing of the bamboos in the wounds, a man 

flood to throw water continually upon his fides. This 
mad practice was continued for an hour at leaft; and feve- 
ral others, with long fpits run through their tongues, which 
they were continually drawing up and down, ftood dancing 
by his fide, to the found of their horrid mufic. This was 

continued through the whole day. ko

10. To-day the mode of their execrable felf-torturing 
ijras varied. A  large pole was ere&ed, and a bamboo fixed 
acrofs upon the top, and the poor wretches practifed [wing
ing by hooks fixed in the back. I went out to fee it, and a 
man, drefled in a blue cloth like a petticoat, fuipended about 
the height of twenty feet, was Twinging rapidly round; 
prefently they flopped turning the machine, and aiked him 

to come down, which he refufed, and iniifted upon being 
whirled round again. I fuppofe he was thus fufpended for 

half an hour, during which time his looks were perfe&Jy 
placid and ferene, and he rattled a few twigs tied up in a 
bunch : he then fet his feet upon the top of three bamboos. 
When the cord was unloofed, hedefcended, with the hooks 

in his back, and came juft before me, to fhew me how

A  a they
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they were fattened : when they were drawn out, a man 
glaced his two knees againft the wounds, and holding him 
over the bread, pufhed the wounds with his knees, in fugh 
a manner as almoft to diilocate the ihqulder-biades : a leaf 

or two being then applied to them. The hooks were then 
fixed in another, who afcended the ladder where the cord 
was faftened, and he underwent the fame operation. Thofe 
who torment themfelves in any of thefe ways, repeat it an
nually at the fame feafon, i. e. on the three laft days of their 
year, which are the only days on which thefe operations are 
performed.

Thefe tortures are only pra&ifed by the loweft cafts of 
the people j the brahmans, and caefto, pr writers, never 
pra&ife it,. The poor deluded creatures \yho undergp them 
(ay, that S e e b , one o f their deities, appears to them, com - 
forts them, and allures them that whatfoever they do, or 
fuffcr, for his fake, will be abundantly recompenfed after 
death. During thefe three days they fail, and fpend the 
time in parading the^reets in a frantic manner, playing 
upon their barbarous mufic.

1 1. Oil this day the Hindoos keep a day of gladnefs 
andfeaftingj this being the fir ft day of their year. Nei
ther they nor their cattle do any kind of work, but fpend 
the time in finging and joy. Their horrid and idolatrous 
{ranfa&ions have made fuch an impreilion on my mind as 
cannot, J think, be eafily eradicated. Who would grudge 
to fpend his life and his all, to deliver an otherwife amiable 
people from the mifery and darknefs of their prefent 
wretched ftate ! How ihould we prize that gofpel which 
ha$ delivered us from hell, and our native country from 
fuch dreadful marks of Satan’s dominion as thefe!

iq. M y foul longeth and fainteth for God, for the
living
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living God, to fee his glory and his beauty as I have ie&i 
them in the fan&uary. When I firft Jeft England, my 
hope of the converfion of the heathen was very ftrong ; 
but among fo many obftacles it would utterly die away, 
unlefs upheld by God, having nothing to cherifh it, but 
many things to obftruit it for now a year and nineteen 
days, which is the fpace fince I left my dear charge at 
Leicejler. Since that time I have had hurrying up and 

down— a five months imprifonment with carnal men on 
board the ihip— five more fpent in learning the language, 
my Moonfhee not underftanding Engliih fufficiently to 
interpret my preaching— my colleague feparated from me 
— long delays experienced refpe&ing my expe&ed fettle- 
meat— few opportunities for focial worihip— no woods to 
retire to, like B r a i n e r d , for fear of tygers (nolefs than 
twenty men in the department of Dayhotta, where I am, 
have been carried away by them from the falt-works this 
feafon)— no earthly thing to depend on. Well, I have 
G o d , and his word is fure; and though the fuperftitions 
of the heathens were a million times more deeply rooted, 
and the examples,of Europeans a million times worfe than 
they are— If I were deferted by all, and perfecuted by all} 
yet* my hope, fixed on that fure word, will rife fuperior to 
all obftru&ions, and triumph over all trials; G o d ’ s caufe 
will triumph, and I ihall come out of all trials as gold 
purified in the fire,

21. Had fome holy pleafure in inftru&ing my fa* 
mily to-day. BleiTed be God, .the tranflation of the Bible 
advances: we now go through nearly a chapter every day, 
comparing it with all the verfions I have. I now hope 
that in a few weeks I ihall be able to fpeak fo much of 
the language as to begin to preach to the natives»

/
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22. The hope of acquiring the language puts freih 

life into my foul. For a long time my mouth has been 
fhut, and my days have been beclouded with heavinefs \ 
but now, I begin to be fomething like a traveller who 
has been almoft bait out in a violept ftorm, and who, with 
all his clothes about him dripping wet, fees the ikies begin 
to clear: fo I, with only the profpe& of a more plea&nt 
fcafon at hand¿ (Scarcely feel the forrows of the prcfent.

23. With all the cares of life, and all its forrows, I 
find nevertheless that a life of communion with God is fuf- 
ficient to yield coniblation in the midft of all, and even to 
produce an holy joy in the foul which (hall make it tri
umph over all afHidiqn.' I have never yet repented of any 
(acrifice that I have made for the goipel.

24. As die time for my bein  ̂ able to fpeak for 
C h r i s t  approaches, I find hope more ftrongly operates, 

and I feel like a long-confined prifoner whofe chains are 
knocked off in order to his liberation.

26. I fpend fome pleafant hours with Moonihee al
moft evéry day r I have much pleafure in feeing him turn 

hisback upon idolatry: I wiih fincerely that he had but a 
little more of the zeal of the old chriftians; but whilft I 
rejoice in his judgment of divine tilings, I am grieved at 
his timoroufnefs and ftrong attachment to his caft, which he 
nevertheleis looks upon as chains forged by the devil to 
hpld the Hindoos in ihvery.

37. Felt much pleafure and aiFe<5fcion in inftru&ing 
my family, and have feen fuch impreflions upon my two 
tided children as are matter of great encouragement to 

me, O  that they may be followed up by God to good 
purpofe f
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28. How much do 1 long for the arrival of the (hips 
from Europe ! Surely I ihall receive a large packet by 
them. 1 want to hear of our fociety, of the miniftersand 
churches,'and how my dear dear friends at Leicejler go on ; 
whether they have a minifter— if he be beloved, judicious, 
ufeful, or not. O  my friends, my dear friends, I long for 
all the communion with you that our diftance can allow.

May r. This evening the Muffelmen were all look
ing out for the new moon. All the laft month, which they 
call the moon Ramazan} they have failed all day long, and 
none of them ate any thing till the fun was fet: but this 
moon ufihers in a time of gladnefs and joy to them*.

May 5. In the evening I had a long converfation 
with two or three Hindoos about the things of God. I 
firft (hewed them a tranflation of the ten commandments, 
with which they were much delighted. I tried then to 
make them underftand how contrary their pra&ice was to 
the fecond commandment ; and, as well as 1 could, endea

vored to tell them of the iinful, helplefs ftate of man, and 
the willingnefs of God to lave, &c. But my imperfe& 
knowledge of the language, makes me liable to miftake 
their meaning when they fpeak, and to be mifunderftood 
by them.

23. A t three o’clock in the morning fet out for 
Jlfalda; a journey of about three hundred miles, which 
was expected to take up about three weeks.

24. On the river Jubona, pafled Baddareea.

* u  This is a time of general rejoicing to the followers o f  M a h o 

m e t  everywhere: It is called t h e  B a ir  a m .”  See Rycaut’s Prefent 

State o f  the Ottoman Empire. Chap.V?.
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25. Arrived at Chandareea> on the river Ifamuty* 
Towards evening was furrounded by a body of the natives 
at this place. Had a little talk with a few of them ; but 
was much at a lofs for words j however, I find I begin to 
improve in the knowledge of the Hindoo language.

It is a coniiderable difadvantage that two languages 
are fpoken all over the country: The bramins and edits, 
or caefto, fpqak Bengalee, and the common people Hin- 
doftanee. I understand a little of both, and hope to be 
mailer of both in time.

26. This day kept fabbath at Chandareea. I had a 
■ pleafant day: In the morning and afternoon addrefled my 
family, and in the evening entered on my work of publiih- 
ing the Word of God tci the heathen. Though imperfeft 
in the knowledge of the language, yet, With the help of 
M oonshee, I converfed with two bfaolirfs, in the prefencd 
of about two hundred people, about the things of Gdd.

I  had been to fee a temple in which were the images of 
D u k k in r g y , the God of the woods, riding on a tyger ; 
S h e e t u l la ,  the goddefs of the fmall-pox, without a 
head, riding on a horfe without a head ; Punchakon, 
with large ears; and C  ojl. lo r y ,  riding on a horfe; in 
another apartment was Seeb, whofe image was only a 
imooth poft of wood, with two or three mouldings in it, 
like a tufcan pillar. I therefore difcourfed with them upon 
the vanity of idols, the folly and wickednefs of idolatry* 
the nature and attributes of God, and the way of falvation 
by Chrift. One bramin was quite confounded, and a 
number o f people were all at once crying out to him, 
u W hy do not you anfwer him ? Why do not you an- 
fwer him?** He replied, “ I  have no words." Juft at 
this time a very learned bramin came up, who was defired 
to talk with me, which he did,  and fo acceeded to what

I faid,
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1 faid, that at laft he faid that images had been ufed of late 
years, but not from the beginning : I enquired of him 
what I muft do to be faved ? He faid, I muft repeat the 
name of God a great many times. I replied, “  Would 
you, if your fon had offended you, be fo pleafed .with him, 
as to forgive him, for the fake of his repeating the word, 
father, father, a thoufand times ? This might pleafe chil
dren) or fools, but God is wife.”  He told me, that 1 muft 
get faith. I aiked, what faith w as; to which he gave 
me no intelligible reply : but faid, I muft obey God. I 
anfwered, What are his commandments ? What is his 
will ? They faid, God was a great light, and as no one 
could fee him, he became incarnate under the threefold 
chara&er of Birmmha, Beeshno, and Seebj and that 
either of them muft be worihipped in order to obtain 
eternal life. I told them of the fure word of the Gofpel» 
the way of life by Chrift; but night coming on I was 

obliged to leave them.

27. W e ftill purfued our courfe up the Ifaniuty. 
My foul tranquil, but I want more fpirituality. Peace is 

little worth, unlefs it arifes from feeing him who is invifi- 
ble. Tranflated a chapter to-day.

28. Much infefted with Mufquitos where we flopped 
to-night. W e enjoy much better health than we have 
done ; as to myfelf, the climate agrees with me better 
than England. Could 1 but fee the caufe of God prevail 

here, I could triumph over all the afRi&ion I have ever 
feared. Indeed I have gone through very little yet; but 
my carnality I have daily, nay, conftant reafon to deplore.

29— 31. Made very little way on account of the 

crookednefs of the river: W e labored two days to make 

about four or five miles in a ftraight line.
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June 2. I thought of trying to converfc with fome 
poor people at Sultaunpcre this evening ; but juft before 
I was going to begin, a fire broke out, which confumed 
three houfes, and called the attention of die few people 
who are here, ’till it was too late.

8. Arrived at Bajfetporê  where the ifamuty joins the 
Ganges: The river at this place is about eight or nine 
miles wide, but abounds with ihallows. This evening 

reached Bawleay where we lay to for the fabhath. Felt 
thankful that God had preferred us, and wondered at his 
regard for fo mean a creature. 1 was enabled to wreille 
with God in prayer for many of my dear friends in Eng
land ; feveral of my friends at Leicejier, and of the mi- 
nifters of my moil intimate acquaintance lay very near 
my heart. X feemed to feel much on their account; and 
the fociety was an obje& of much concern. This was a, 
time of refreihing to my foul indeed.

I I . Purfued our journey yeflerday from Rompore 
Bawlea along the Ganges, and arrived this evening at the 
entrance of the river Mabanada, which goes to Malda.

12— 14. Proceeded up the Mahanada> and this even
ing reached Boolabaui, about fix miles from Malda.

Much mercy has followed us all through this journey; 

and considering the very weak ftate of my wife, we have 

been fupported beyond expectation.

15. Arrived at Malda  ̂ and enjoyed once more the 
happinefs of joining in focial worihip with thofe who love 
God.

16. This day I preached twice at Malda* where 

Mr. Thom as met me. Had much enjoyment, and though 
our
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our congregation did not exceed fixteen, yet the pleafure 1 
felt in having my tongue once more fet at liberty, I can 
hardly defcribe. Was enabled to be faithful, and felt a 
fw«et affe&ion for immortal fouls,

19. To-day M r . informed me what my falary
was to be, by which I find my iituation will be very com
fortable. Refolved to write immediately to the Society in 
England that they fend me no more fupplies, as I fhall have 
a fufficicncy. This gives me great pleafure, as I hope 
they may the fooner be able to attempt another miffion 
fomewhere elfe. This evening fet out with Mr. T . for 
Mudnabattyy which is to be the place of my refidence. It - 
is thirty-two miles north of Malda in a ftraight line, but 
near feventy by water, and is upon the river Tanguam.—  

[He was two days in going, but returned in fifteen hours as 
it was down the ftream.]

23. Preached at Malda with much afFe&ion and 
pleafure, from Ephef. ii. 13. In Chrifi Jefus ye who were 

jometime afar ofi &c. and in the evening from Ephef. ii. 
8. By grace are ye Javed, &c. There was much feriouf- 
nefs among us, and I truft the (abbath was not enjoyed 
in vain.

27. Returned to Mudnabatty yefterday. It is now 
one year and fourteen days fince I left Englandj all which 
timel have been a fojourner, and wandering to and fro: 
at laft, however, God has provided me a home— may he 
alfo give me piety and gratitude ?

28. Bufily employed in arranging my people— thefe 
will furniih a congregation, and, added to the extenfive 
engagements which I muft neceflarily have with the natives, 

will open a very wide doer for a&ivity. God grant it
B b may
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may not only be large but effe&ual!— Dete£ed to-day a 
fhocking piece of oppreffion, pra&ifed by thofe natives whQ 
managed affairs before my coining. I was glad of this 
dete&ion, as it afforded me both an opportunity of doing 
juftice among the heathen, and of expoilng the wickednefs 
of their oppreflors, one of whom was a bramin, who made 
fuch a deduction from the poor peoples hire as difcourag- 
ed them from working for us. This, I hope, will ferve 
a little to remove die prejudice of the people againft Eu
ropeans, and prepare the way for the publication of the 
Goipel.

July t— 3. A t prefent 1 know not of any fuccefs 
iince I have been here. Many fay that the Gofpel is the 
way of truth; but they abound fo much in flattery, that 
little can be ikid refpe&ing their fincerity.

5. Very poorly to-day from having been much ex- 
pofed to the heat yefterday, which will oblige me to be 
more cautious. Had fome pleafant and fpiritual converfa- 
tion with Moon(hee, who, I hope, will lofe caft for the 
Gofpel, which, to a Hindoo of his caft, is a greater facri- 
fice than life. Perhaps this is one of the ftrongeft chains 
with which the devil ever bound die children of men. This 
is my comfort, G^d can break it.

6. Endeavored to attend to fomething like public 
worihip, but was almoft alone, as moft of the laborers had 
made fome appointment to go to their families, and very few 

were left.

7. Had more profitable converfation with Moonfhee 
this evening; and indeed he is the only native with whom 
I can converfe in this place, all the reft being very igno
rant, and fpeaking a dialeit which differs as much from

true
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true Bengalee as Lancaihire does from true Engliih; io 
that I have hard work to underftand them, and to make 
them underftand me.

July 9 to Aug. 4. Employed in travelling. Had fome 
very pleafant feafons at Malda, where I preached feverat 
times, and the hearers feemed much affedfced with the word. 
One day, as Mr. T h o m a s  and I were riding out, we faw 
a baiket hung in a tree, in which an infant had been expofed\ 
the fkull of which remained, the reft having been devour
ed by ants.

Aug. 4— 7. Returned home to Mudnabatty. It is a 
very awful time with us here; fcarce a day but fome are 
feized with fevers. I believe it is owing to the abundance 
of water in the rice-fields all around us. On the two laft 
of thefe days the Mahometans were employed in celebrat

ing the daughter of Mahomet’s family. They were going 
about with pipes, drums, &c. inceflantly, both days and 
nights, and on the laft day upwards of two thoufand people, 
of all ages, came juft before our door, the houfe being 
built on the bank of a tank, part of which is confecrated to 
a peer, or fpirit of fome faint, who was buried there: they 
wifhed much to difplay the whole fcene to us; though 
perhaps half of them came out of curiofity, having never 
feen a white woman, and many not a white man before. 
It was curious to hear them enquiring one of another 
which was Saib ? and which was Bibby Saib r i.e. which 
was me, and which was my wife. They brought four of 
five ornamented biers, in which the dead family of M a h o 
m e t  were fuppofed to be reprefented, and after the exhibi
tion was ended they buried or drowned them in the tank. 

Their zeal on thefe occaiions is very great; every thing is 
iacrificed to their religion, and every Muflelman, rich or 
poor, joins in the ccremony.

B  b 2  1 5 .  L o r d ’s
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15. LordVday. ‘SpentJt in reading and praying 
with ray family. Towards evening went out, and the men 
who built the works came to me and fard, that as I was to 
begin to make indigo to-morrow, it was much their wiih 
that X would make an offering to K a l ly  (the goddefs of 
d?ftru&ion) that I might have good fuccefs in the work. 
This It a l l y  is the moft devil-like figure that can be ima
gined *. She ftands upon a dead man; her girdle is ftrung 
with fmall figures o f human ikulls, like beads upon a 
bracelet; Ihe has four arms, and her tongue hangs out of 
her mouth below her chin— in ihort a more horrible figure 
can icarcely be conceived. I took the opportunity of re- 
monftrating with theagj upon the wickednefs and folly of 
idolatry, and fet my face as much as pofiible agaiaft their 
making any offering at all. 1 told them that I would ra
ther lofc my life than feerifice to their idol; that God was 
much difpleafed with them for their idolatry, and exhorted 
them to leave it and turn to the true G od; but I bad the 
mortification the next day of difcovering that they bad been 
o&eringa kid; yet X doubt not but I {hall foon fee fome 
of thefe people brought out of darknefs into the marvellous 
light of the Gofpel*

[ For nearly three months from this time it was a feafon 
of great affii&ion, especially with die natives, who were 
(eizcd with a diforder much of die nature of the fen ague, 
and about Sept. x, he was taken very ill him&lf with a 
violent fever. Mr* U-^5?ame to vifit him» and though he

*  See her piSure io H o lw b l l ’s Hiftorical EvenU, p u t ii. plate 
3. He bys, “  She takes her name from her ufual habiliment which is 

black, and U frequently called the Black Goddefs. K  a l l  h e  ( f o  he 
¿pells &) is the common name for ink. She it fabled to have Sprung 
completely armed from the eje of D* vo  ah , at a time when ihe was 

hard prefled by the tyrant* of the earth.”  P . 131. DfcUOAH is the 

«oddefs of virtue.•  «me

[ »«4 ]
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was ignorant of his illneis, providentially brought a bottle 
of bark with him, which proved of great fervice, though 
he was getting worfe and worfq daily before. But after 
he was recovered for about ten days, he relapfed, and was 
again very dangeroufly ill for fome time, in the midftof which 
affliction he loft his youngeft child but one, a fine boy o£ 
about five years of age. The particular trouble that at
tended the burial of the child has been already related*. 
He enjoyed much divine fupport in his affliction, and was 
at times enabled, as he lay on his bed, to mufe over dif- 
courfes in the Bengalee language for feveral hours toge
ther ; words and phrafes (he fays) occurring much more 
readily than when he was in health.]

O&. 12. This day Mr. T h o m a s  came to fee me, and 
we fpent the fabbath together. Agreed to fpend the Tuef- 
day morning every week in joint though feparate prayer 
to God for a bleffing upon the miffion.

[He continued very ill for a conftderable time, and on 
the 20th of Odtober fet out on a journey, partly for hi6 
health ; fpent fome days at Moypaldiggy with Mr. T h o m a s ,  

and found it good to enjov the communion of faints. u Its 
value (he obferves) can fcarcely be eftimated, unlefs in a 
iltuation like mine, where I am furrounded with Pagans 
and Mahometans, and have no others with whom I can 
converfe.”  He then proceeded on his journey, and Mr. 
T h o m a s  with him, defigning to have gone as far as to 
the mountains which part Bengal from Thibet; but found 
it impra&icable to get there by water at that feafon, with
out running the hazard of leaving the pinnace behind them. 
On their return they ftopped at Cor neigh t a pretty large 
place, where they went to look at two temples of S e e k .

*  See No. II. o f Periodical Accouats, p. % 27.

built
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built by the Rajah and Ranee (King and Queen) of Dinage- 
pors; they found them elevated, with an afcent of feveral 
iteps to go up to them, upon which Mr. Thomas ftood, 
and preached to a pretty large concourfe of people, who 
heard the word with great attention. Both our brethren 
returned to Moypaldtggy O&ober 31, where Mr. C a r e y  

abode and prcached on the Lord’s-day, and November 3d 

returned to Mudnabatty.J

November 4. Moonihee has been ¡11 for three months 
with the fever, fb that I  can Icarcely derive any benefit 
from him, and as an affiftant in preaching, none at all. I 
am therefore prevented from difcourfing much with the na

tives; for though I can talk to them a little, yet not for 
long together; and when they fay much I find it difficult 
to underftand them, for by my ignorance of one or two 
words, or by the peculiarities of conftrudtion, the thread 
of the difcourfe is broken, and rendered unintelligible to me 
in great meafure. May God give me wifdom, and a fpi- 
rit of application 'till all thefe difficulties are overcome.

5. Set out for MaUa, where I ftaid ’till the 10th. 
Had fome return of the fever j but preached twice on the 
Lord’s-day, though very weak and full of pain. The in
terval fpent at this place, was very agreeably filled up, I 
truft with profit and pleafure on all fides. Mr. U. figni- 
fied his wiih for me to remove to Sadamabl as a more 
healthy place, and to go up immediately and try to get a 
pottah for land, of the Rajah.

£On the 11 th he went home to Mudnabatty, where he 
was at firft very much indifpofed, but foon got better, and 
journeyed to Moypaldtggy., where he preached the 16th. 
T he 18th and two following days he was employed in his 
journey to Sadamabl.]

23. A
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23. A  folitary fabbath. In the afternoon tried to 
preach to the people who were with me, but could not 
even fix their attention: They feemed ihockingly uncon
cerned, and were all the time gazing about on the obje&s 
around them. I was grieved at their inattention, yet felt 
a pleafure that I had addreiTed them on the concerns of 
another world.

24— 30. During thefe days, having no one to fpeak 
to, and many hours in which no bufinefs could be done, I 
found my foul drawn out after the Lord: I was enabled to 
be inftant in prayer for the fuccefs of my miniftry among 
the heathen ; the fuccefs of my colleague; and for all ray 
dear friends in England, who lie very near my heart; efpe- 
cially for the church at Leicejler, and our miflion fociety.
I was much engaged for many by name, and was greatly 
affected with what might be their probable iituations both 
fpiritual and temporal. I had intended to go and preach to 
more of the inhabitants of thefe parts, but a return of the 
fever prevented me.

Dec. 1— 3. Continued at Sadamabl. My fever was 1 
comfortably removed by means of the bark.

4. Not having obtained the objeft of my journey, X 
fet out on my return, and reached Ajlabad that night.

5. Found my own family, and Mr. T h o m a s ,  well at 
Moypaldtggy; for which I have reafon to be very thankful.

6. Arrived at Mudnabatty, having been preferved in 
a journey of near two hundred miles by water, though it 

would not have been above eighty by land.

7. This evening had much pleafure and freedom in 

preaching to the natives at Mudnabatty, who were more at
tentive

[ »*7 ]
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tentive 'than than thofe at Sadamabl; and I doubt not but 
God has a work to do here. It has been his general way 
to begin among the poor and defpifed, and to pais by thofe 
who imagine themfelves to be wife; and here we have 
only poor and illiterate people, and fcarce any of thofe who 
t&lue themfelves on account of being the higher caft.

13. Lord’s-day. Preached to the natives of another 
village, who were very attentive, and raifed my expecta
tions very much.

20. Came to Malda> and was much refrcihed by the 
converfation of chriftian friends.

21. Preached from Heb. vi. 18. Dwelt much on 
that ide% that it is the will of God that his faints fhould 
have ftrong confolation. In the evening from Jude xxiv. 
JSTow unto him that is obit to keep you fmm falling, &c. I 
hope that myfelf and the congregation were edified.

22— 31. Spent this time at Malda very agreeable 
fociety. .Preached on Dec. 2 j ,  and twice on the following 
Lord’s-day. The whole of this time was a feafon of real 
refreshment to my foul. On the laft of thefe days I left 
Malda to return home. I have gone through many changes 

this year, but how much has the goodnefs of God exceeded 
my expectations and hopes!

1795.

Jan* i — 15. During this time I have not had leifure 
to write my diary. On Lord’s-days I  have preached to 
the natives in the furrouading villages, and I hope not 
without fome good efFe&. The Muflelmen of one village 
¡qjjsesred much ftruck with the word, and promifed to caft 
offtheir fuperftitions. Laft Lord’s-day they continued in

¿he
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the Time refolution, and were joined in it by feveritf othef| 
who had not heard the word before. Yefterday I was de- 
jedted on finding that one of our workmen, a bricklayer, 
had nearly made an idol of the fame kind with that men
tioned in my journal of Feb. 4 ,  laft year ( S a r o s u a d i * ,  

the patronefs of learning) and which he propofed to confe- 
crate at her next annual feaft. I might have ufed autho
rity, and Tiave forbidden i t ; but I thought that would be 
perfecution ; I therefore talked feriouily with the man 
to-day, and tried to convince him of the finfulnefs of fuch 
a thing, as well as its fooliihnefs: he acquiefced in all I 
faid, and promifed to throw his work away; fo that, I  
hopej the idol will be put an end to here. O may God 

turii them from idols to himielf 1

i f .  This afternoon Mr. T h o m a s  came; his fpiri- 

tual conversation was blefled, I truft, to roufe and animate 
my foul j 1 had fome reviving in prayer with him, and 
felt that as iron Jbcrpeneth iron, Jo doth the countenance of a 

man his friend.

18 . This afternoon Mr. T h o m a s  preached w ith  

tnuch affe£tion to a company of Hindoos, who were met 
to make offerings to the s u n  f .  This is a fpecies of idolatry

’  Frequently fpelt S e r a s w a t t i .

, $• F o r  an . ipterefting account o f  foiar w orih ip, as prailifed  b y  

m o d  o f  the eaftern nations, where that g lorious planet beam s w ith  

fuch tranfcendant and increafing fp lendor; and w hofe ray  hath kindled 

the devotions o f  m ankind from  age to a ge ,”  fee M a u r i c e ’ s I n d i a k  

A n t i q u i t i e s ,  vol. ii. p . 901 & c .

In a tranflation of part of the Mahabarat (which M r. H a l h e u  

fays is “  the grand epic poem of India” ) fent to one of our brethren 

by M r. C a r e y ,  is the following acknowledgement of the Divinity o f 

tills luminary— ** G o d  t h e  Sun being fet, the parties - - -  - went 

to their own houfes,”

C c peculiar
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peculiar to this part of the country, in which the MuiTul- 
znen join with the Hindoos. Plantains and fweetmeats 
are brought by the women, and expofed oppofite the fet- 
ting fu'n, the people exprefling their joy with finging and 
inftru mental muiic. Juft before the fun fet, the women 
placed pots of burning coals upon their heads, but fo made 
as not to burn them, and walked round the offering feveral 
times, which ended the cerenjbny. Many, however, left 
the Sacrifice, and difcourfed airthe way home with us about 
die. things of God. Laid a plan for fetting up two chow- 
parees *, and to print the Bible and other ufeful things in 
fhe Bengal and Hindoftanee languages. W e have great 
reafon to be very thankful to God for bis kind providence, 
which enables us to lay out any thing for him : may our 
hearts be always ready.

20. This being a feafon in which idolatrous worihip 
is moil frequent, I have had many occafions of warning 
die people againil it. To-day an idol ( R a l l y )  was 
made in the neighborhood; hod fome conversion with fe- 
veral natives on the great wickedneft of idolatry.

21. Had aaotter Opportunity of pre|Eng,widi feriouf- 
nefe and £aithfulnefs,the neceifity of obtaining pardon from 
God for dieir idolatry and other iins. '

25. This was die day for die worfhip of S aro su ad i ; 
one of her images W2s prepared near the place where 1 
live; and in the morning I was enabled to fpeak feelingly 
to two or three people about thefinfulnefs of idolatry; and 
was determined to go and preach to them in the evening, 
when the offering would be at its height. Accordingly I 
went, and after adring what that thing was? The bramin, 
who attended the offering, faid, It was God. Pray,faid I, did

*  See Period. Account«, No, II, p. 125.
. . ' that

[  »5 °  ]



JIM . ¡7 9 5 .

that make men, or did men make that? He confefled that it 
was made by men. I then aiked, how many Gods there 
were ? He faid, one. I enquired, who made the world ? 
Hefaid, Birmmha. 1 aiked, whether he was God? He 
(aid, yes. Then, faid I, there may be a lack of Gods (or 
100,000) at this rate. He then faid, that he did according 
to his faith, and that the ihafler commanded this. I enquired, 
what ihafter ? He faid, the Bee Accoran. I replied, That 
is only a ihanfcrit grammar, and commands no fuch thing; „ 
have you read it? He acknowledged that he had not. Then, 
faid I, you can have no faith about the matter; for faith is 
believing fome word«, but this thing cannot ipeak, and the 
¿haiier you have never read. He then {aid, that it was « 
the cuftom of the country. Said I, are all the cuftoms of 
this country good ? He faid, yes, 1 aiked him, whether the 
cuftom of thieves to fteal and murder were good ? and 
added, it is a common cuftom in this country to tell lies, 

ib that you will not find one man in a thoufand but makes 
lying his conftant pra&ice; is this a good'cuftom? Is 
whoredom a good cuftom ? He was quite ftunn’d with 
this; but prefently faid, that his anceftorshad always done 
&  I enquired, whether there was a heaven and an hell ? 
Hefaid, yes. Then, faid I, how do you know but they are 
gone to hell? He aiked, why God fent the fhafters, if they 
were not to be obferved ? I anfwered, how do you know 

that God fent the Hindooihafters ? Did he fend the Muf- 
fulmens koran alfo? He replied, that God had created both 
Hindoos and Muffulmen, and had given them different ways 
to life. Then, faid 1, God coukl neither be wife nor un
changeable to do fo, and all fuch fooliih worihip is unwor

thy of cither God or man. 1 then took an opportunity of 
pointing out the juftice 9f God, and the gofpel way of fal- 
vation by Chrift,and intreated the people tocaft away thofe 
fooleries, and feek pardon through the blood of Chrift; 
for, faid I, you fee your bramin is dumb, he can fey no.

C c  2 thing;
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things if he can defend his caufe, let him fpeak now ; but 
you fee he cannot tell whether this thing is God, or man, 
or woman, or tyger, or jackall. I felt *à fweetnefs in my 
own foul, and a great afFedion for them,' and was enabled 
to ipeak from the heart ; and was affitteci to fpeak in Ben* 
galee for near half an hbur without intermiffibn,' fo as to 
be under Hood ; which was more than 'I had ever done be
fore. BlefTed be God for this ailiftancc. 0 *that I may 

fee die good fruit of it, and that God may blefs it to their 
eternal welfare. As to the common people, they care juft 
as much for ibeir idol as carnal men do for Chrift at Chrift- 
mas : a good feaft and a holiday is all in all with them both'. 
I  find the time of worlhipping this idol is regulated by 
t|ie moon.. ’ * : .

26. Had an opportunity of difcourfing with fome of 
the natives on the danger of their frate, and evil óf their 
praftices. Was employed a confiderable part of the day 

in dete&inga cheat, praéfcifed by one of the overfeers of 
the works, whom I was obliged to difcharge. Thefe dif- 
Jjoneft tricks are fo common with them, that they play 
them without a blufli. O  that God would make thè 
Gofpel fuccefsful among them ; this would undoubtedly 

make them honeft men, and I fear nothing elfe ever will.

28. Much engaged in writing letters to Europe> >̂ut 
having received nohc, i  feel that hope deferred m^kes the 

heart fick : however, I am fo fully fàtisfied of the ijrmneft 
òf their friendihip, that I feel a fwéet pleafure in Writing to 
them, though rather of a forlorn kind.

Feb. 1. Had fome liberty in addre/Eng die natives; 

but was at $rft much deje&ed, feeing diem Inattentive and 

afterwards putting all die quirking queftions to me they 
could think of : however, I was enabled to be faithful, and 
at lail God fcemed to fix their attention rather more, and

they
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they defired me to fet up a weekly meeting to read the Bible 
to them and explain it.

3. This is indeed the valley of the ihadow of death to 
me. O what would 1 give for kind fympathetic friends, 
fuch as I had in England, to whom I might open my heart! 
But I rejoice that I am here notwithftanding, and G od is  
h ere , who can not only have compaflion, but is alfo able 
to fave to the uttermoft.

6. Spoke a word or two to a Mahometan upon the 
great truths of religion.

8. Went to a village called Maddabatty, to preach to 
the natives, but found very few. I felt much for them, but 
had not the freedom I wifhed; yet I know God can blefs 
p weak attempt.

15. Preached in the evening to a pretty large aflembly 

of natives; but when I told them of the immortality of 
£he foul, they iaid they had never heard of that before that 
day. They told me they wanted inftruifcion, and defired 
me to inftruft them upon the Lord*s-day.

16. I long for more frequent opportunities of addrelP* 
jng the heathen; but their poverty obliges them to labor 
from fun-rife to fun-fet: I have, however, opportunities of 
privately inftru&ing them very frequently. O  may I never 
want a heart J

22. In the afternoon I was much cheered by a confi- 
derable number of natives coming for inftru&ion, with 
whom I endeavoured to difcourfc about divine things. I 
told them that all men were finners againft God, and that 
he was ftri£tly juft, and of purer eyes than to approve of 
fin. This point I endeavored to prefs, and aiked how they 
could poffibly be faved if this were the cafe? I tried to 

explain the nature of heaven and hell, and told them that
without

t *93 ]
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without orçr fins were pardoned we muft go to hell *. I then 
told them that God had Tent his own Son to feve finners ; that 
he came toiâve them from fin and its puni foment; and fuflfer- 
ed death in tfaefteadof finners j and that whofoever believed 
on him would ©btaineverlafting life, and would become holy 
and happy. They faid, they were all pleafed with this; 
but wifhed to know what fin and holinefs were. I told 
them that there were fins of the heart, of the tongue, and of 
the a&ions ; but as a fountain cafts out its waters, fo all fin 
had its fourçe from the heart; and that not to think of 
God, not to do his will, hot to regard his word, was very 
finful ; and alfo that pride, envy, and covetoufnefs were 
great iliis ; that evil and abufive language, and the want of 
ftricfc uprightnefs in their dealings, were very finful, I 

told them that God was under no obligation to fave any 
man, and that their making offerings to God would be of 
£9 ufc to obtain the pardon of fi n, for God had no need of 
goats, Jtids, or fteep; &c. for all tbefe were his at all times ; 
and if God forgave them if muft be from his own will ; 
but that be was willing to ikve for the fake of Jefiis Chrift. 
After this, part of the fifth chapter of Matthew was read by 
Moonihee, which 1 explained to them; and the)r went 
away promvfing to return ne|ct Lord’i-day ; and my fpirits 

were much revived.

I an§ the more encouraged as this is the beginning of a 
congregation, and as they came of their own willy and dejired 
to, be inftruâed. They were collected from die villages 
where I bad preached before, and from fome where rhave 

not been. Moil; of 0em were men of influence, being 
mundulis, pr heads of villages. Their attention was very 
great; their queilions ferious and pertinent : and had I a 

greater command of their language, I might be able to 
convey much inftru&ion to them. However, they under-

*  See No. II. p. 148. .
. » flood



ftood what was delivered, and they already remember 
fome religious terms, as the name of Jefus Chrift, and his 
miffion, with its defign, and the nece&ty of pardon in order 
to falvation. But the confined dialeCt ufed in this neigh
borhood is a great difadvantage to me; e. g. the word 
untokkoron, ufed by the more learned for heart as the feat 
of a$Fe£tion, would not be underftood here; fo that when 
I fpeak of fin as coming from the heart, I am forced to 
ufe the word dele, which only fignifies heart as a part of 
the body, and means a beaft’s heart as well as a man’s ; 
and from hence much circumlocution is neceflary. But 
God’s caufe, I doubt not, will triumph over all obstacles 

foon.

23. I felt fome encouragement through this day, 
arifing from the circumftance of the people’s coming yef- 

terday for inftru&ion ; and was enabled to plead with God 
for them. I long for their deliverance from their miferable 
ftate, principally, becaufe I fee God daily diihonored, and 
them drowned in fenfuaiity, ignorance, and fuperftition; 
and likewife, becaufe I think that news of the converfion 
of fome of them would much encourage the fociety, and 
excite them to redouble their efforts in other places, for the 
propagation of the glorious Gofpel.

24. I think one of the greateft bleflings upon earth is 
chriftian fociety; for if one becomes fomewhat dull, con* 
verfation ferves to enliven the fpirits, and prompt a paríop 
on in religion.

26. Rode to Moypal to-day, to vifit Mr. T h o m  a s , found 
him well; we had much comfortable and very profitable 
converfation j but I fear the letters to be fent as fpecimens 
for types will fcarcely be ready this feafon. It is a conii- 

derable work, and requires much care and attention.

t *9S 1
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27. On
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I7 , On my return home had aft opportunity of ,dif-

tourfing with fome people upon divine things, and telling 
raem of their danger on1 account of fm.

March 1, 1795* Felt my mind engaged, and enjoyed 
£leafure in the public exercifes of religion, at my owri 
houfe. Felt alfo 4 concern lor the fpread of the gofpel iii 
éther parts, and for the churfches and minifters of my ac

quaintance. I was in hope that my laft week’s congrega
tion would have cbme to-day, but #as difappointed. I 
went dut however to a market at Nulla Gungej about two 
miles diftant, and preached to the people there, who were 
very attentive, and pfomifed to come for farther ihftruc- 
tion. I  hope fome good may be done.

Oh the 6th was viiited by dear Mr. U. Mr. D. and 
Mr. G . and to-day Mr. T h o m a s  camç; we had fweet 
converiation together.

8. I preached once* and Mr. T homas once, in out 
houfe to our viiitors, and it was a refreshing feafon to our 

fouls«

M o o n s h e e  was gone to fee a relation for about a 
fortnight, but I went out to preach to the natives, found 
very few , tried to difcouife with them, but my foul was 
overwhelmed with deprellion, and after fome time I left 

them.

16— 22. On Saturday Mr. Thôm âs came to fee us, 
and on Lord’s-day we went to Lulla, a village about two 
miles off, where he preached, and had great liberty of 
expreffion; the people appeared to be much impreflcd with 

the word of God. O  that it may be of lafting benefit.

313— 29. Mr. T homas left us on Wednefday, wbbfe 

v«At has been of ufe to my foul; Spiritual converiation ¿sa 
great

* ^  f/y *



great and irtvaluable bleffing. Preached, on Lord's-day to 
a few people at a village near my houfe.

April 5,1795. Have lately embraced different oppor
tunities of fpeaking to fome natives upon the' wickednefs 
bf the horrid practice of /winging, &c. That feafon being 
now at hand.

Oil Lord’s-day appointed to preach twice to the natives. 
In the morning the congregation was about 500, and after 
Moonihee had read a chapter in Matthew* I endeavored 
to preach, and had more enjoyment than for fome time 
pail; and the people) having attended with great feriouf- 
hefs, went away ihouting Alla, i. e. O  God. In the even

ing had about 400, and was enabled to fpeak to them of 
the neceflity of a finner’s union with Chrift. They ap
peared ferious, and departed ihouting as in the morning, 
which is a way which the Muffulmen ufe to invoke die 
Divine Being} Alla being derived from the Hebrew ^  

and the Arabic and Perfian word for God, which the Muf- 
iulmen univerfally ufe here.

6— if6. Had frequent opportunities of dlfcouriing with 
the natives about the horrid felf-tormenting modes of wor- 
ihip which are pra&ifed on the 8tH, 9th, and ioth of this 
month; fuch as falling on {pikes of iron, dancing with 
threads or bamboos thru ft through their fides, &c. This 
is pra&iifed on the three tail days of their year, but the 
principal is what they call Cborruk Poojah, i. e. the wor

ihip bf fwinging. Poojah is their word for worihip, and 
Pood}ah for the object bf woriliip. This worihip, I find* 

is only pra&ifed by the burry, or loweft cafi of the Hin
doos j who arc hunters, bird-catchers, tanners, {hoe-mak- 
ers, &c. and are eileemed execrable by the other cafts; but 

great numbers always go to fee them, The other modes 
D d of

A ^ r ,  1 7 9 5 .
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of rdf-tormenting (which I faw at Deharta) are not prac* 
tifcd in this part o f the cbuntry, except fwinging, which 
was attended to in many places on die 10th ;and the night 
was fpent in dancing and mirth. This day 1 had a ferious 

- converfation with one man about his foul.

12. This day preach»! twice to the natives, had a 
large aSembly. About 200 in the morning, and in the 

evening about 500. Moonfliee firft read to them a -part 
of the golpel of Matthew, and I afterwards preached to 
them upon the neceflity of repentance and faiths and of 
copying the «sample of Chrift. They heard with «orifi- 
derable attention, and I felt fome fweet freedom in pref- 
fiflg them to come to Chrift. Afterwards had fome Medi
tation on the effe&s df the fear of God on my foul, and 

faw plainly that I was reftrained from much evil thereby; 
not merely as i f  I was hindered from a&ion by bands put 
upon me, but by its operation upon my will, and its 'ex
citing me to dread doing tiiat of which God disapproves.

13— 19; Had a few opportunities of difcouriing on 
divine fubje&s diis week. On Lord’s-day preached twice 
to a pretty large concourfe of people ; I fuppofe five or 
fix hundred each time. I was poorly with a cold, and de- 
jeded, thinking I could fay nothing; but, contrary’ to 
my expe&ation, 1 was enabled to pour out my foul to God 
for them, and afterwards for God to them. I fcJf much 
more liberty and pleafure than 1 could expefl, in fpeaking 
an hard language, and with which my acquaintance muft 
neceflarily be /lender; though, I believe, I fpoke more 

than half an hour, fo as to be well underftood, without 

any help from Moonihee. I hope God may at laft ap
pear/ and carry on his work in die midft o f us.
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May 9. For the laft three fabbaths my foul has been 
much comforted in feeing io large a congregation, more 
efpecjajly as many attend who are not our own workmen, 
from the parts adjacent; whofe attendance muft be wholly 
difinterefted, I therefore now rejoice in feeing a regular 
congregation, compofed of from two to Vxx hundred people, 
of all defcriptions, Muflulmen, Bramins, and other clafles 

of Hindoos, which I look upon as a favorable token from 
God. I this day attempted to preach to them more re

gularly from Luke iv. 18. “ The Spirit of the Lord is 
p upon me, becaufe he hath anointed me to preach the 
& Gofpel to the poor,”  &c, in which difcourfe I endea
vored to prpve the miferable ftate of unconverted man, as 
fpiritually poor, as bound by a finful difpofition, and by 
pernicious cuftoms, and vain expectations of happinefs 

from falfe and idolatrous worihip; I alfo took occaiion to 
obfervej that both in the ihafters and koran there were 
ipany good obfsryations and rules, fuch as ought to be re
garded; but that one thing they could not inform us of, 
viz. how God can forgive fin confiftently with his juilice, 
pnd favj? finners }n a way in which juftice and mercy could 
harmonize. I told them, moreover, that their books 
were like a loaf of bread, in which there was a confider- 
abje quantity of good flour, but mixed with fome very 

malignant poifon, which made the whole fo poifonous that 
whoever ib.ould eat of it would die: fo I obferved that their 

Wrings contained much good inftru&ion, mixed with 
deadly poifojj. I appealed to them whether any of their 

vidol? could give rain (a bleffing much wanted at this time) 
or whether they could do them any fcrvice at all ? When 
an old Muflulman anfwered aloud, “  No, they have no 
power at all.”  And in this he included the MufTulmens 
peers, or fpirits of their faintŝ  as well as the heathen idols. 

I obferved that the caft was a ftrong chain, by which they
D d  3 were

m a y  1795.
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yvere bound. I afterwards fpoke o f  the fuitablenefs anc} 
glory of the Gofpel, which propofed an infinitely great fa- 
crifice for infinite guilt, and a free falvation for poor ancf 
periihing finners. In the afternoon I enlarged upon the 
iame fubje&. I felt my own ioul warmed, and hope for 
good. God has given me, of late, a greater concern for 
the ialvation of the heathen, and I have been enabled to 
make it a more importunate requeft at the throne of grace.

Blefled be God that we have at laft received letters, 
and other articles, from our dear friend? in England, j  
rejoice to hear of the welfare of Zion. I blefs God that 
Lekejler people go on well— O  may they increafe more 
and more ! Letters from dear brethren F u l l e r ,  P e a r c e , 
M o r r is ,  and R ip po n  ; but why not from others ?

June 14. Mr. T h o m a s  fpent the LordVday with 
us on the 23d of May laft, he was much pleafed with our 
congregation; we then propofed to concert means to get 
all the old Hindoo profeflors together, having it now in 
our power to furniih them with fome employment. W e 
fpent Wednefday, May 26, in prayer, and for a convenient 
place we afTembled in a temple o f S e e b , which was near 
to our houfe j Moonfhee was with us, and we all engaged 
in fupplication for the revival of godlineis in our own fouls, 
and the profperity of the work among the natives. I was, 
from that day, feized with a dyfentery, which continued 

near a week with dreadful violence, but then, through 
mercy, I recovered. That day of prayer was a good day 
to our folds. Through divine mercy our congregation of 
the natives is very promifing, though we have rather fewer 
people now, owing to its being their feed>time, the rains 
$>eing juft now ietting in. 1 hope and long for the blef- 

fmg of God among us. Though it is painful to preach

among

M A Y , JU N E ,  1795.
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among earelefs heathens, I feel preaching the gofpel to be 
the element of my foul.

To-day I had much ferioufnefs in addreffing them from 
the words of Paul,’ Come out from among them, and be 

ye feparate, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will 
“  receive you,*’ &c. The hearers behaved very ferioufly.

The tranfiation alfo goes on. Genefis is finiihed, and 
Exodus to the xxiiid. chapter. I have alfo, for the purpofe 
of exerciiing myfelf in the language, begun tranfladng 
the gofpel by John, which Moonihee afterwards correds; 
and Mr. T h om as has begun the gofpel by Luke— “  O  
Jjord, fend now profperity !”

ie>a — m

E X T R A C T S

FROM

L E T T E R S ,

R ECEIVED

F R O M  O U R  B R E T H R E N  I N  I N D I A , 

FrmAugufi, 1795, to January, 1796.

M r . T h o m a s  to Mr» F . Kettering.

Augufl%y 1795.

T H R O U G H  the forbearance and goodnefs of God 
here we are, all alive and well to this day. Two of my 
family have been taken down to the borders of death, 
and brought up again in fafety, with a mighty hind, moil 
merciful,

W c
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W e have now Genefis, JExotius, Matthew (revifed), 
&fark, Janjes, and part of Luke, tranflated; for the Lord 
ivill have his name declared throughout all the earth.

M o h u n  C h u n d ,  P a r b o t e e ,  5fc.  have not yet been 
aflembled; it feenjs alpng time, but this is not to be won- 
«je$l at? when jit, is cj3ufi4ere4 that their diftance from 
each other, when we arrived, was like that of London, Am- 

Jttrdm* and Confiantinoplt j for we are, as it were, in a 
larger world than you are.

W e cannot boaff of great ufefulnefs: we cannot def. 
pair. ; glory be to God. W e long to hear how our So
ciety goes on; and long to contribute largely to their 
liberal and. holy withes and defigns. W e intend to print 
and ¿end abroad Geneiis, Matthew, and Mark, this year at 
our joint expence. I have told you, by the lad ihips, of 
our having received the boxes, with all you fent us, and 
the letters, which gave us great joy, efpecially to hear 
that all the commotions of the earth feem to operate for 
the furtherance of the Gofpei.

Your**, See.
J*  T *

Mr, C a r e y  to the Society.

2,3¿9 . Mudnabatty, Aug. 13, 1795-

D e a r  B r e t h r e n ,

A N  opportunity now prefents itfelf for me to 
write a few words of my welfare and ftate; and by this 
opportunity I fend my joiirnal, by which you will fee a 
little of the manner of my life. I think, however, that 
the whole of it can only prefent a melancholy picture of 

famenefs, and be as tedious as a tale that is twice told.
We
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W e have not been idle, though I know not as yet 
of any fuccefs that has attended our labors, as to the effec
tual calling o f new converts. R a m  R a m  B oshoô and 
M ohun  C h u n d  are now with me. With their help we 
have divine worihip twice on the Lord’s-day in Bengalee, 
and which is thus conduced : firft, Moonfhee reads a 
chapter in Bengalee; then we fing; afterwards pray, and 
preach in die fame language. But partly from local cir- 
cumftances, and partly from the paucity of words, my 
preaching is very different from what it was in England 
The guilt and depravity of mankind, and the redemption 
by Chriflr, with the freenefs o f God’s mercy, are, how
ever, the themes I moft infift upon. I often exhort them, 
in the words of the apoftle, 2 Cor. vi. 17, which in their 
language I thus- exprefs

Baheeree aijho tbung allada, ho ebung tpsbeetur bosto 
F orth  com e and feparate b e :  and  unclean t h in g

fporfo horeo na ebung ammi kobool koribo tomardigkee ebung 
touch not and I accept will you : and

tomra hobee ommar pootregon ebung iuneeagqn at motto
you ihatl be my Tons and daughters : thus

boolen Jborbbo Jhockto Bb^abon. 
fays the Alm ighty God.

The tranflation of the Bible is going on, though it 
may be thought but Aowly. 1 hope we ihall be able to 
put Genefis, or more, to the prefs by Chriftmas, W e 
have for the prefent given up the idea of getting types 

from England : and as there are types in Bengal'y we think 
to print in the ordinary way, though the expence is about 

ten times what it is in England. This will, however, 
be more than compenfated by the reflexion, that we have 
put into the hands of many heathens a treafure greater than 
that of diamonds : and, by multiplying copies, rendered it 
probable that thofe fcriptures will be preferved in the 
Bengal tongue.

One



One great difficulty in fpeaking to the Hindoos, arifeS 
from the extreme ignorance* of the common people, who 
are not able to underftand one of their own countrymen 
who fpeaks the language wellf without confiderable diffi
culty. They have a confined dial eft, compofed of a very 
few words, which they, work about, and make them mean 
almoft every thing. Their poverty of words to exprefs 
religious ideas is amazing; all their converfation being 
about earthly things. It is far otherwife, however, with 
thofe who fpeak the language well,* which in itfelf is rich 
and copious; and printing the Bible mu ft make it more 
known to the common people.

You will perceive by the journal the fuperftitions we 
have to encounter, and, 1 doubt not, will fympathize with, 
and pray for us. W e have need of your prayers and ad
vice in every refpe&* and you are not without a (hare in 
our fupplications.

W e have received letters from Meflrs. F— , P— ,* 

M — , and Dr. R — , which were a great refre&ment to 
usj hope we (hall not have fo great a fcarcity of European 
letters in future. The articles, likewife, are all fafely 
arrived. Through the mercy of God we all enjoy very 
good health; and 1 think much more fo than laft year, 
though for my part I have had much better health than 
in England, and like the climate much.

I have difcontinued my journal for fome time, but nd 
new occurrence has taken place. >1 intend immediately 

to refume it, and to fend you regular accounts. The 
utmoft harmony and affe&ion prevails between me and 

my colleague.

1 an , dear Brethren &c*

W. c.

[  S 0 4  ]

Mr.
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M r, T h o m a s  to M r. P . Birmingham.

Mudnabatty, Sept. 25, 1795.

TH R EE days ago I received with joy your 
welcome, welcome letter, which yielded all the oil of 

gladnefs fo peculiar to tidings from a far country, together 
with the efficacy of a word in due feafon. O  how good 
is it ! Could you, my dear brother, enter into my feelings 
this moment, and be witnefs yourfelf of the agreeable and 
hopeful emotions which your epiftle has ftirred up, you 
would benevolently determine to write very largely and 
very often. For all your exprelEons of love, I fay, Blejfed 
be the Lord, and blejfed be thou/ Your former letter, of 
which you make mention in this, I lament, has never been 
received. This is dated March 27, 1795, and apprifes me 
of your former expectation of joining us. If that were to 
happen, how would our hearts rejoice to receive you!
I ihould begin to think of the fpread of the gofpel into all 
the i(lands below, and all the hills of Boutan above us, even 
to Tartary. « Two better than one ?”  Ah, my brother! 
fo much better that he can never tell who has never been 
alone! W e are both alone, as it were: the harveft is 
great; the laborers weak yet, and few: O  Lord of the 
harveft fend ! That any more brethren ihould offer 
themfelves willingly, gives us unfpeakable pleafure. May 
the Almighty make them ftedfaft in fpirir, and profper 
their way.

The word of God {hews; and experience proves, that 
the greatnefs of an undertaking is no fecurity of life. W e 
are dying men; and it is a great pity that fuch a work as 

this ihould be in the hands of two oBly; and, in cafe of 
E e their
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their death, all their labors are liable to be ufed for waft? 
paper. W e are both determined that, if the Lord ihould 
truft any property in our hands, all ihali be devoted to 
him. And furely our beloved Society would then be un
der no farther concern about pecuniary proviftons and ex- 
pences than landing the Miffionaries in Bengal, W e are 
indebted to you ; and all we hare is God's, and not 

our own«

Your a#e£h'onate cautions concerning the influence of 
fecular affairs, were not unneccflary, and, 1 truft, not 

incffe&uaJ. ’ j j l

W e  are all now on a vifit at Mudnabatty. Brother 
C a r e t  and I have been takingfweet counfel together over 
your letters. W e live in great harmony, love one another, 
and always long to fee each other when but a little while 
feparjted. He comes on very rapidly in learning the lan
guage, and has greatly forwarded the tranfiatton; and labors 

every way in die Lord moft abundantly.

M ohun C h u n s is now at Mudnabatty, he feems 
highly pleafed with die ceremonial waibings of the Mo- 
feic difpeniation, and defires to know if in thefe ceremonies 
the Hindoos are not nearer the Bible than we are. P a r- 
b o t e e  Is ftiH fome hundreds of miles from us, but we ex- 

pe£t to fee him. Ram Ram Boshoo is gone about four 
hundred miles another way, to fee his family, and I believe 
be intends to bring them hither if be can.

I have a pundit to aiEfl me in the tranfiation, whofe 
name is Podo Lqson, a native of that famous metropolis 

o f Bengal learning, Nuddea. He begins to be very ufeful, 
and has been at all times ready and willing to tranfiate 
when called upon: but is quite filent when afked, IVbat 
think you of Cbrjftt In every letter, however, when at>-
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lent, he ftyles the Bible the true foqfter, and profefles to 

believe that it will overfpread the whole earth. He told 
me the other day, in converfation, that the Hindoos 
(amongfl many other fuch diviiions) reckon the whole 
world to be made up of three forts of people; and as nearly 
as I can tranflate his words, they are, “  the dijjipated, the 
proud, and the p e n it e n tThe diJfipated are fuch as are 
fond of trifles, given to pleafures, and fenfual gratifications 
of all kinds: the proud, fuch as thirft for honor, praife, 
power, grandeur, and great things in this life : and the pe
nitent, fuch as have caft away all thefe things, and are al
ways buried in forrow before God, for the fin and folly 
of which they have been guilty. t{ Whether (kid he) 
there ever were fuch perfons as the penitent amongft the 
Hindoos, or not, I cannot tell; but 1 know well there are 
no fuch perfons amongft us now: there are iiich,.however, 
I am perfuaded, amongft the Englifh.”

He has taken that hymn, “  Aiham’d of Jefus,* ”  put 
the tranflation of it into good verfe, fet it to a tune, and 
engaged other brahmans to fing it with him. After being 
fick and abfent, he has told me with tears, thattc he 
thought he ihould never fee me again :** foT'we are old 
acquaintances. This is he who taught me what little I 
knew of Shanfcrit before I went over to England. He is 
a brahman of courfe, but not of the order of P a r b o t e e ,  
nor yet that of Mohun C hund.

September 26.

W E  are now entering upon a very agreeable 
change in our circumftances. N o more buildings; no 
more to learn of the art neceflary to condu& the manu
factory, except fuch things as naturally occur to obferva- 

tion and experience; the noife of axes and hammers wiB

* The 451 of RiPPON's SeHlion.

£  C 2 » 0 ^
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now give place to die fweet filence of folitude i*nd retire
ment, Tweedy broken by the echoof afong, a fong of 
Z ion : or die voice of one dear relation (dear where rela
tions are fo rare) or perhaps the Tweet found of anative’s 

voice, when he cries out, u Ghitty, Cbitty, Bobttee Chitty ! ”  
— a letter, a letter, an European letter! One letter from 
Europe, of only a fingle iheet, contains fometimes fweet 
and endearing words, great and good tidings, mingled with 
death, difeafe, diftrefe, wars, and events that have all won
derfully happened in one fhort year : for the death o f a 
relation, acquaintance, or friend, is often as wonderful, or 
ftriking at leaft, as though we had no knowledge that fuch 
an event could ever come to pais.

Shall I mention a few things concerning the fuper* 
ftitions of die natives ? Brother C a r e y  obferved this 
morning at brcakfaft, fpeaking of a brahman, who flood near 

m e,a  That is the firft man I ever faw gape without Snap
ping his fingers.”  The vulgar people indeed negle& it; 
but the genteel and learned are fo pun&ual that if any body 
}>eginsto gape, they are fure to begin flapping their fing
ers, that the boots, or demons, may not jump down their 
throats, fay fbracj not fo* iay others.

September 27.

I  was thinking ofrefuming my pen when I heard 
a voice crying out under my Window; I looked out, and 
(aw a poor young girl lamenting the unhappy cafe of her 
filter. On aiking what was the matter 2 the reply was, 
Boot Laggteifa, *fa demon has feized her.*', tpld her to go 
and bring her to me. , Shp ran, and the people aftfcr her; 

and I hope in a few minutes 1 ihall be abje to tell you what 
is  the matter; but diefe unhappy people fay Boot Laggeeofa 
i f  a cjiild newly born will not fuck; and they expofe it 
to death in a bafket, hung on the branch of a tree. Indeed
lv ,  . . . . .  If



if  any hidden calamity befal them, this is their exclama-
tion. Well, we have been to fee the child, as they are
afraid to bring it ; and I have driven the boot out of their 
heads as well as I could, and ordered the child's feet to be 
put into warm water.

Great numbers of the natives come from various parts 
continually, and I intend to ere& an hofpital for them, if I 
ihould live, and ever be able; but it muft be a ftraw one, 
which is the kind of habitation they are accuftomed to. 
This may eventually lead them to Him who is able to fave 
them to the uttermoft.

The Mahometans and Hindoos, I think, are perfe&ly 
unanimous in the acknowledgement of one Supreme 
God ; but all over this country thefe two different people 
pay divine honors to departed faints, angels, or gods: fo 
that under every great tree, and in every high place, we Tee 
the figns of a peer, or a devta * ;  for thefe are the two names 
by which the god or fpirit is always called. The faint of 
the Mahometans is called peer; of the Hindoos, devta. The 
former is diftinguifhed by a little pile of bricks and mor
tar two or three feet high, a lamp that is occafionally light
ed, and little images of clay fomewhat refembling horfes and 
elephants, burnt red like our earthen-ware. Thefe images 
are to give pleafure to the peer, who is the departed fpirit 
of fome devout perfon that has been buried near that fpot, 
and where two roads crofs each other. They bring offer
ings of rice cakes, fruits, fpices, &c. to the peer; and hav
ing got fome perfon to pronounce fome words of the koran 

(who perhaps can neither read nor write) they then fall to, 

and eat them up.

# Sometimes fpelt d e b t a , and at others d e w t a , by writers on 

Hindoo mythology, probably as the word is differently pronounced in 

different parts of the country.
' T h e
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The vm s they make to die pew are very ludicrous. 

I f  a man want faccefs in any undertaking, he goes to die 
peer, bows h» head to the earth two or three times and 
feen addrefles him:— ct If you will give me this good luck, 
I  will bring you a very fine offering.”  Afterwards, if the 
thing he defired come to pafs, he will bring the offering; 
If not, hé will not bring an atom.

Sometimes the refidence of a peer is formed into a 
temple, and forpt very clean, and at a diftance it has the 
appearance of a beautiful edifice.

But I muft fay a^rord or two of the devtas. Thefe are 
alio in high places, and under large trees ; and diëir reti
cen ces are commonly diilinguiflied by a ffone out of fome 
ptd ruins. A  ffone, you muff know, is a great rarity in 
Bengal ; but formerly, when the country was much more 
|kh and populous, the wealthy inhabitants brought them 
<Jown from the mountains two or ; three hundred miles 
cS , and built mofques, temples, and tombs With them, 
moft o f which now lie in ruins : but to proceed ; this* ftone 
is fet up a( one end, and. daubed with 4 little fcarlet 
colouring : fometimes it is made into a temple, &c, as be

fore, butdiftinguiihed from thoié of die Mahometans by a 
different mafonry, and this red fluff, and the flowers which 
are daily offered and ftrewed about die place. The devta 
is not fuppofed to be a departed (pint, but an inferior God; 
and any perfon may put up a* ftônè and daub ic over, and 
offer flowers, and cry devta : but at firft fome will lay, 
** devta h i*  there is a devta : others, “  devta nai”  there is 

no devta; till after fome time if is determined in thé nega

tive, if the place be negle&ed and forfaken; or i f  conti- 
auedandobferved by many wodbippers, for a length of 
time, then the matter is beyond all doubt “ devta h i”

September



I have juft left off converfation with a very intelli
gent brahmanj his name is R a a z  K e e  s h o r e . He has 
not confined himfelf to their pedantic ftudy, but having been 
educated for commercial undertakings, has been abroad 
and feen the world. He is now in rather reduced circum- 
ftances, but has heretofore been a man of property. I 
afked him very many queftions about Boutan, a mountain
ous country beyond the company’s frontiers, about a hun

dred miles, or perhaps lefs, to the north of ftfoypauldiggy. 
I wiih I could give you a better account of i t ; but this is 
the firft opportunity I have had of hearing from an intelli
gent perfon any thing about it. He fays die country is di
vided into fmall, independent kingdoms; the people altoge
ther different from the Mahometans and Hindoos. No 
caft, fond of Engliih cloth (for it fuits their cold country) 
and very fond of the Engliih diet— but exceffively jealous of 
die Engliih. They appear to be of a complexion between 
the Europeans and Bengalefe; As to their religion, 1 can
not learn what it is ; it feems to be a moft offensive and 
odious kind of paganifm ; but they are not at all remarkable 
for their religion, as are the Hindoos.

September 30.

Laft night I clofed with forae account of my conver
fation with the brahman R a a z  K s e s h q r e ,  concerning 
the country of Boutan. Since then we have had many 

hours converfation about the vedes and fhafters, and the 
JkaJlcr of JbaJicrs *. I faithfully told him all that I could 
utter. I felt unipeakable pleafure in this propofittoa—* 

“  Every thing concerning God is great.”  M O  brahman 

(faid I) the very worft enemy you ever had, he that would 
cut your throat with pleafure, were he to fee you in hell

*  The Bible.

with

September 29*
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with the wrath of God upon you, the fearful fight would 
break his heart with horror and pity !”  Here I told him 
of the cafe of Dives and Lazarus. I then introduced that 
good old fimile in a new form: if, faid I, an ant was to go 

from hence to Boutan, to fetch earth from the mountains, 
and each load would take fix months ; when the ant had 
fetched away all the mountains of Boutan, and placed them 
in Majpaul fields, the wrath of God would abide on you 
itill as freih as ever! After this I difcourfed to him on the 
goodnefs of God, and the riches of his grace.

W e expe&ed to begin printing this year, but are not 
able to do it at prefent. Brother C a r e y  labours hard at 

the language, he tranflates much, and is in great repute 
among# the natives, and, I might have (aid, with every 
body elfe.

W e have received the llationary, Sic. but what a de

plorable ftate muft we and our families have been in till 
now, had not the providence of God put us into fome em

ployment here !

Your’*, See.

J .  T .

Mr. C a r e y  to Mr. M . Clipftone.

Mudnabatty, Aug. 14, 1795.

Y O U R  very affectionate letter gladdened my heart, 
I with I could often enjoy fuch a refrefhment,

W e have an aflembly for religious worihip here, and a 
church would have been formed, but for the providence of 
a young man being taken with a dangerous illnefs, who 

was to have been baptized on the day appointed for forming
the
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the church; but we intend to incorporate Foon,. My corn 
gregation is wholly of natives, except my own family, atnd 

iray.affiftant, who is a native Portuguefe, and a Roman ca
tholic ; 1«? has been with me only a week or two, and 
begins to liften after the word, and id make fome enqui
ries about it.

' , 4 * « / 
The Bengalee is tolerably familiar to me now, but I

find fome difficulty in keeping the congregation from
trifling and talking during the time of worihip. I havej
however, considerable enjoyment in the worihip of Godj
though at ptefent no great good is done.

• * I > ‘ * ‘ ’ **
When firft introduced amongft the natives, I formed a 

much better opinion of their morals, and cuftoms, than I  
ought to have done; and, I believe, fome others have formed 
a worfe dpinioh than they ought. They are certainly a 
very perfidious ahd deceitful people, boiind in the chains of 
innumerable fuperftitions, and very fervile in their beha
viour. Many of them are men of good learning, but in
tolerable pedants. They are very much addicted to astro
logical conceits, and have a firm faith in conjuring to preT 
vent calamities. Their Calendar is full of lucky and 
unlucky daysi and no one of them can be perfuaded to do 
kny thing of importance on a day that is deemed unlucky. 
Their idols are innumerable; biit they are confefledly the 
patrons of fome art, or the like; or are confidered as local, 
and thefe are worihipped on their proper days. Their theo
logy, however, is much more refined. They acknowledge 
pnlyoneGod, whom, they-call E s h a r ,  or B h o g a b^ n ;  

iometimes by the Perfian word K h od a } and the MuiTel- 
mans ufe A l l a . They fay, that from God, proceeded 
three perional virtues, or powers; namely, B i r m m h a * 
the creator of all; V eeshno, the preferver of all; and 

the deftro^er of all; who will i t  la ft deiifoy all 
> F f  things.
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things, B irm m ha  is not worihipped at all * ; V eerkno 
only by few; but S eeb  by almoft a ll: one of his tefriples 
is near my houfe, and Mr. T hom  a s , myfelf, and Moonihee 
kept a day of prayer in it very lately. This idol rs made of 
ftone, and is about four feet in circumference. I deliver
ed your letter to Moonihee, and he intends to an- 

fwer. it.
Your’s,

w. c.

R a m  R a m  B o s h o o  to M r . M .  C lipjione f .

Mudnabatty> 4 m* 17» I 795'

S a h ib ,

I Received your letter, and die portraits o f 
eight fpiritual men J, by means of my mailer §? Mr.

*  ** It is a circumftance equally curious a» (rue, that there at this 
day exiils throughout Hindoftan fcarcely any one temple fecred to 

B r a h m a  in his individual chara&er o f Creator} nor, though in 
honor o f  V e e s h jju  and Se e v a  numerous feftivaU crowd the Hin
doo almanac, is one day peculiarly confecrated to B r a h m a . 'The 
Bra&mins alone, in manorial o f their original defcent from B r a h m a , 

every morning, at Jun-rife» perform to his honor the Sandivaoe, or 
ablution in the Ganges, or fome facred Tank. In all other refpe&s, 
his functions and worihip feem to be abforbed in that of V b e sh n u , 

m whofe temples he is fculptured with four heads and four arms."

Indian Antiquities, vol. v, p. 851.

f  The original letter was written in Bengalee, and accompanied 
with this tranflation by Mr. C*

}  Mr. M . had lent So many portraits of gofpel minifters out of 
the Chriilian’s Magazine.

§ Ram B oshoo  is employed and Aipported by M r. C 4RJBY in 
the capacity o f a teacher of the Bengalee language,

C a r e y .



C a r e y . My mafter and Mr. T h o m a s  arrived here in 
good health. Many people in this country, and myfelf, 
having heard Mr. T h o m a s * difcourfes about the coming 
of J e s u s  C h r i s t  into this world, received great joy 
thereby. Other ihafters, when compared with this, are of 
little value. Since the coming of Mr. T h o m a s  this 
time, and Mr. C a r e y , I have been employed as amanuen- 
fis in the tranflation of the Bible; and from this we are 
getting the knowledge of many fpiritual things. I fup- 
pofe that from that time to this, this fhafter would have been 

received cordially, but in this heathen country there is a 
cuftom, not founded on any fpiritual law, (viz.) the cafty 
which is fo much regarded, that though they will leave 
their religious laws, yet they cannot bring themfelves to 
throw off the caft. But if God ihould work effe&ually, 
then it would be. However, we think it a token for 
good, that Mr. T h o m a s , when he went to England, 
brought back with him another fpiritual man, and from 
this we think that God will fave fome of the people of this 
country by the Gofpel. Befides, being employed in the 
tranflation, I fing hymns, and affift in the preaching of the ~ 
Gofpel. You will know all by my mafter’s letters. Now,
O fir j O  ye fpiritual people, pray for us, that the Gofpel 
may effe&ually reach our hearts !

My mafter and his family are well; wbfen you have 
•pportunity, write to me of your welfare. This is all.

SHREE R AM  R A M  BOSHOO.

By our date, 4 Badur, 1202, from the Moors taking Delhi.

[  2 ' i  ]

Mr* C a r e y  lo M r. P . Birmingham. ~

Oftober 2, 1795.
Y O U R S, dated March 27, I795> I received a few 

days ago, which was the fecond receipt of letters fince I

F  f 2 have



jiave been in Bengal-} and except the goods fent out in the 
^'Royal Admiral^ no article, no remittance, no letter, ha? 

Reached us; fo that, had you come inftead of your letter, the 
furprife would have been great indeed.

All I can fay muft be about ourfelves. Egotifm is 
tedious, but I will fend you all the news I can. 1 cannof 
indeed fend you any account about íinners flocking to Chrift, 
or of any thing very encouraging in that refpe$; but I 
can fend you anaccount of fome things which may be 

viewed as forerunners to that work which God will cer
tainly perform. The name of Jefus Chriil is no longer 
ft range ip this neighbourhood, and Moonihee’s hymn * is 
often fungj efpecially that part of it, Kee aroo-taree is 
fareetee Î ord'o Jejus’o Cbrifio bee na go— “  O  who can 
^ve jinners, exceptthe Lord , Jefus Chrift.”  W e have 
public worfhip conftantly every Lord Vday^ and jt is con
duced in the manner of the Engliih churches. Qn the 
week days l.take opportunities of convening with the na
tives about eternal things. That part of the Bible which 
is tranflafced has been read to feveral hundreds of the na- 
#ve$; and I truft will gain ground* One of my great 
difficulties arifes from the common people being fo ex

tremely ignorant of their own language, and the various 
diale&s which prevail in different parts of the country, 
^Though I can preach an hour with tolerable freedom, fo 
that all who fpeak the language well, or can read or write, 
can perfe&ly underftand me; yet the laboring people cari 
sunderftand but little. Notwithftanding the language itfelf 
is rich, beautiful, and expreiUve; yet the poor people, 

whofe whole concern has been to get a little rice to fatisfy 

their wants, or to cheat their oppreffive merchants ant| 

zemindars, have fcarce a word in ufe about religion. They 
have no word for /ove, for repent, and a thoufand other

*  See the clofe of No. I . s
things i
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£hings; and every idea is exprefled either by quaint phrafcs 
or tedious circumlocutious, A  native who fpeaks the 
language well, finds it a year’s work to attain their idiom. 
This fometimes difcourages me much, but blefled be God 

I feel a growing defire to be always abounding in the 
work of the Lord ; and I know that my labour will not be 
in vain in the Lord. I am encouraged by our Lord’s ex- 

preilion, “  He that reapeth (in this harveft) receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto eternal life.f* If, like D a v id ,  I 
am only an inflrument of gathering materials, and another 
jauild the houfe, I truft my joy wil] not be the lefs.

The tranflation of the Bible is going on, and it is to me 
a very pleafant work. Genefis, Exodus, Matthew, Mark3 
and part of John and James, may be reckoned ready for 
the prefs. Printing is uncommonly expeniive here > and 
jf types could be got from England, there are natives who 
can do the bufinefs of compofitors and prefTmen; and this 
would be the cheapeft way. Mr. T . has a fet of letters 
fit for types to be formed by, written for that purpofe by a 
native who writes an excellent hand. I will perfuade him 
to inclofe them to the Society this feafon. W e intended 
to have printed at our own expence, but at prefent are 
not able.

It rejoices my heart to hear of the willingnefs of any 
to engage as miffionaries, may God confirm their hearts: 
and if fucceflors to us are fent in time, it will be a wife ftep, 
as our lives are uncertain, and it would be a great pity for 
the miifion to be vacant two or three years, for want of 
perfons acquainted with the language, and cuftoms of the 
country. You think of Africa : I rejoice, and hope you 
will perfevere.

If a little experience will entitle me to that privilege, I 
Will offer a few words of advice. When your miifionanes

leave
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leave 'England, they will of courfe be fupplied with necef* 
¿ties, or may procure them at an Engliib faffcory when 
they land. It will be to their comfort to fet out on a low 
¿bale of living; and to be determined previoufly what 
courfe of life to purfuc for a livelihood. I ftill think that 
farming is preferable to any other: but there are many 
difficulties and disappointments to be overcome; for birds, 
beafts, and infe&s will combine to deftroy all.* I would 

advife them to avoid all woody, unfrequented places, they 
are full of danger, and to choofe an high> open (pot for 
their habitation. Thefe are very neceflkry cautions» if the 

lives and health of the miffionaries be regarded. I would 
alfo advife them to avoid fleeping on the ground. If they 
carry out bedfteads and gauze curtains, to prevent Hie muf- 
quitos from biting them, it would be a good precaution. 
Without tbtfm they cannot live long. They will do well 
to afibciate afc much a$ poffible with die natives, and to 

write down every word of their language which they can 
catch, with its meaning: but if they have children with 
them it is for the readieft way o f learningj for they will 
catch up every idiom in a little time. M y children can 
fpeak nearly as Well as the natives; and know many things 
in Bengalee which they do not know in EngHfii f ,

*  A  fimilar inftance o f the facility wherewith children acquire the 

idiom o f a language, and are thereby very helpful to a miflionary, is 

noticed iq the, hiftory o f  M r. E g e d e ’ s labor« in Greenland. “  The 

language o f that country (fays the Hiftonan) gave M r. E . no little 
trouble, becaufe be wa* continually obliged to quit phrafes that he 

imagined be bad perfectly underftood but a week before. However, 

his children, through converic with the Greenland children, learnt it 

more eafily and fundamentally { and could generally give him a folu- 

tian of hit queries. B y  their aflifancebo began a Greenland G raA - 

mar, and tranilated fome parts o f  the Gofpel*. He alfo made ufe o f 

his elded ion in the inftru&ion o f  the Greenlander», becaufe they 

•ould better underftand him.**

C ka n z 'i  Hiftory, vol. i. p. 30r.

I ihould
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I fliould alfo recommend to your confederation a very 
large country, perhaps unthought of, I mean Boutan, a feu* 
datory of Thibet. Were two miffionaries. fent to that 
country, we ihould have it in our power to afford.them 
much affiftance. If we knew of their coming, we could 
previoufly order means for their fettling there; couid aiSft 
them with many neceiTaries; fometimes fee them; and 
keep up a regular communication with them once in three 
weeks or a month, at a fmall expence, as we are within 
about one hundred miles of the borders of that country. 
I have feen the mountains that border upon it ; and I be
lieve that the climate is tolerably temperate. Mr. T h o 

m a s  and myfelf have fome thoughts of making a journey 

into that country; and ihoul3 we do fo of fecuring a 

place there for fome fuch purpofe. I much wiih the 
Society to turn their thoughts to this part o f the world.

Now, dear brother, adieu ! Mercy and truth be with 
you. I hope the fcarcity of European letters will be re- 
compenfed to us by a multitude in future. I have received 
no letters from many of my brethren, nor any from my 
dear friends at Leicejler. I rejoice much to hear of their 
welfare; tell them I ftill love them in the Lord. I know 
you pray for us. W e do the fame for you. May God 
anfwer all our prayers ! I juft fay, we are well, which is 
a great mercy, as this is the time of the breaking up of the 
rains. The utmoft love and harmony prevail between my 
colleague and myfelf. My fincere love to all yc’ur friends, 
to all the dear minifters, churches and acquaintances in 
England.

. You* ’*, ii'c,

w ,c.
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t . '
M r. T h o m a s  to D r. R . Brijloi.

Mypautdiggy, Oa. 4, 179$. 
. . .  . . ,

I T A K E  it for granted, that atnidil all your great 
and important labors in th^ church of God, it will be 
agreeable to hear from your miffionaries in the Eaft.— W e 
cannot fey that the miflion has been bleiTed with that vi- 
iiblefuccefs we could wiih. Never was a people more 
willing to hear— never was a people more flow to under- 
ftand j— yet I<tare not fay that no fuccefs has attended us, 

and we may be calling that bread on the waters which 
fhall be found after many days. Since tailing the focial 
pleafures of religion in England, i  have felt more than 
ever the gloom of my lonely iituation here. The letters 
o f religious friends in Europe have proved very quicken
ing and rcfrefhing to me. D o write, I fhall read it withavi- 
dity; 'I fhall eat and drink your word; and you may do 
as much good to the miffion, as fome have done to the 
commercial interefts of this country, by fending a bit of 
prickly pear plant, with the cochineal infect living on it. 

In die hands o f the original owner it was not worth fix- 
pence, but it may prove here eventually to be wortli 
millions.

Should any more brethren come out to us, I think i  

ihould receive diem with rapture; and to have a few more 
would greatly ftrengthen our hands, and tend to eftabliih 
the work in which we have engaged. If any ftouid come 
over, die earlieft notice ihould be given us, as we are ten 

days journey from die place where the ihips come to ; 
and for an European, on his firft arrival, to have to go 
up for fo many days againft a rapid it ream, without any 

knowledge of the country or the language, is a very dif-
‘ trifling
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trcifitig thing. By being unacquainted with the b o r e ,  
many Europeans have loft their lives.

The Bore (or Boar) is a great phenomenon here: 
It is the flood-tide felting into the river with great vio
lence, and it is greater-fome months of the year, and at' 
(ome feafons of the moon, than at others. Its approach 
may be heard many miles off, and it founds like the roar
ing of the fea on a furfy beach. In deep water it greatly 
agitates the ¿hips and veffels, and in (hallow waters carries 

every thing before it, toffing over the largeft boats in a 
moment; yet in a few minutes it is gone by, only followed 
up by a rapid ftreana, by which the river is augmented ten 
or fifteen feet in two or three minutes. Many lives are 

loft every year through ignorance or inattention; other- 
wife, the danger is not great, becaufe there are places 
enough in the river where the bank is fteep, and the water 
deep— There you are fafe. The exaGt time of its coming 
in may alfo be foreknown. I have feen this bore coming 
in againft a brifk wind with a fearful noife, and from its 
white frothy brow the wind blew a ftreamer that would 
be Hying many yards long behind it ; and a boat with fome 
natives in it had nearly reached the Chore (ten yards more 
would have fecured them) when in a moment the bore 
came up with them, and I faw them no more, till after a 
while two were found, and one was loft with the boat-«- 
the natives all fwim well.

I muft conclude. Notwithftanding our difcourage- 

ments I indulge a hope, that through this very miffion the 
Gofpel will certainly fpread over all Hindoflan into Tar- 
tary itfelf, and cover all the mountains above, and all the 
valles« below us*;—fpread in Bengalee, Bootanee, Periian, 
Shanfcrit, and other languages to us yet unknown and

G  g  unheard



unhfeard of, and then the devil himfelf may iaj, « Behold; 
how great a matter a little fire kindleth.”

Your’s, & c.

Jf* T -

[  2 * 2  ]

M r. C a r e y  to Mr. E . Birmingham.

Mudnabatty, Dec. 31, 1795- 

H IT H E R T O  I zm preferved by a very gracious 
Çrod, whofe mercy is continually watching over me ; and 

by his goodnefs I enjoy a very good ftate of health and fpi- 
fits, as does alfo my colleague. Had we but a greater 
fhare of zeal for God than we have, we (hould no doubt be 
in labors more abundant than we are : for my own part, I 
have great reafon to complain of my indolence. It is 
true I go from place to* place preaching and converfing 
about die things of the kingdom, and no man can have  ̂
finer opportunity for publiihing the word widely than I 
have, having dealings with the farmers of about two or 
three hundred villages, to which I am goin^ in rotation the 
whole year, except about four months. This indeed 
might be diipenfecj with, as it relates to bufmefs, but I chufe 
it on account of the Go/pel. I am juft returned from 2 
tour in which i  have bad frequent opportunities of con- 
vcrfxng about the things of God, and I have near me one 
young man, a bramin, whofe mind feems to be under very 
ferious imprefiions, which have continued for about three 
months, and 1 hope may end well ; but I cannot be fen- 
guine in my expeftations from any thing iâ the general 
temper of the people, but only in the promife of G<xL

#

Should yôu purfue the knowledge of the Hindoo lan

guage, it  will no doubt have Its ufe ; but could you learn tq 
read, and understand, and pronounce well all the books

that

r y i *  ¿ A *  £  /£ . •» «a-1
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ihdt are written in that language, yet not one in an hun
dred of the people would underftand you, nor could you 
undcrftand them. So different is the language called Ben
galee (which is fpoken by the higher ranks of Hindoos) 
from the common language of the country, which is a mix
ture of Bengalee, Hirtdoftanee, Perfian, Portiiguefe, Arme
nian, and Englifh, that it is a mere jargon. I much que£> 

tion whether Moonfhee can tranflate the Bible fo as to be 
underilood by the common people, and the lefs fo as there 
is an alteration in their dialed every ten or twelve miles ; 
and if he could I am perfuaded that he would be aihamed 
bf writing language fo completely ungrammatical.

I have tranflated the gofpel by John, and the Epiftle 
to the Galatians myfelf, without his help; and the common 
people underftand it much better than his j but it would 
be fcouted by all above the rank of a fanner. This, 
however, does not affeit me, for if evangelical ideas are but 
conveyed, my end is anfwered.

I have been trying to compofe a compendious gram
mar of the language, which I fend you, together with a 
few pages of the Mahabbarat, with a tranflation, which I 
wrote out for rhy own exercife in the Bengalee. The 
Mahabbarat is one of their {hatters; much efteemed, and 
tnore generally read than any other. I have alfo begun 

to write a di£tionary of the language, but this will be a 
work of time; and if I can afford to get a copy or two of 
fome of the books of fcripture written off foon, I will fend 
them alfo to you.

It is thought in England that this country is full of 
wonders; but the contrary is the cafe. You fee the feme 

idols and idolatry repeated over and over again continually. 
Their fearŝ  their hopes, and all their ideas, run into a dull 

G  g % famenefs %



(amends; their manners all alike; no new invention 
among them ; thq fame prejudices againft the Gofpel 
among them all j and thus with every thing belonging to 
them. As to religious knowledge, the poor have none * j 
and the bramins, a very few excepted, are extremely ig
norant; very few fchools, and no value fet on learning. 
I have fet up a School, but am obliged to pay fomething to 
the Scholars to induce them to come; yet gofpel know
ledge increafes, and I think in our neighborhood the gofpel 
fcheme is underftood by fome hundreds of people; they 
can all interpret my meaning to others, who have not heard 
die word from me, though their beatheniih attachments in 
a manner undo all again, and their dread of the vengeance 
of their devtas and countrymen keeps them ftill in bondage.

Notwithstanding all this, fome hopeful Symptoms ap
pear ; for by hearing the Gofpel I have obferved a gradual 
and increasing boldnefs in feveral, in fpeaking againft their 
own cu/loms, and in favor of the Gofpel; and as this be
comes more and more habitual to them, there is fome rea- 
(bn to hope, that what is now only words, may, by the 
divine blcffing, iiTue in anions; and that the fuperftitions 
of die Eaft may gradually die away under the found of 
the Gofpel. T h i s  is the end at which my foul aims, and 
I  truil that I feel more and more enjoyment in the work of a 
miifionary, as I become more acquainted with die language, 
and . find my difcourfes better underftood by them.

I  hope the miiEon may be carried on vigorously: 
a wide world is lying in w ick ed n efsh ere  is room for,

*  T he ignorance o f die inferior cafts is no matter o f furprife when 

it  is confidered, that “  the tribe o f bramins alone is allowed to read 

the veda* (or iacred books); and they explain them as they pleafc rw 

the other three tribes, who receive implicitly the interpretation of 

their pried*.’ '
Indian Antiquities« vol. iv, p. 4.85.

and
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and want of two or three thoufand in Hindoftan— l  had 
aim oft faid, in Bengal.

Your’s, &c..
w. c. -

Mr. C a r e y  to the Society.

Mudnabatty, Dec. 30, 1795. ^

D e a r  B r e t h r e n ,

SINCE my laft I have waited with anxious ex
pectation to receive letters fipm you ; I am however cer
tain that the tie with which we are united, cannot be broken 
by length of time, diftance of place, or any of the common 
intervening incidents of life, but that we (hall continue to 
love one another in all fituations, whether profperous or 
adverfe.

T o the pleafing information of our bodily welfare, and 
that of our children, I can now add, that a Baptift Church 
is formed in this diftant quarter of the globe: our mem
bers indeed are but four in number,-viz. Mr. T h o m a s ,  

myfelf, a Mr. L o n g ,  who had been baptized by Mr. T „  

when he was in India before, and a Mr. P o w e l ,  who ac
companied him from England, whom I baptized on the firft 
of November this year, on which day we were folemnly 
united as a church of Chrift, and the Lord’s fupper has 
been adminiftered amongft us twice.

Mr. P o w e l  is-a very hopeful'young m an; he burns 
with zeal for .the conversion of the heathen, and I hope will 
prove a valuable acquifition to the miilion.

I am juft returned from a tour through about half the 

diftri& in which my bufinefs lies. In this tour I took a 
boat for my lodging and the convenience of cooking my

victual«,
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vi&uals, but performed.the journey on foot, walking frod 
twelveto twenty miles a day, and preaching, or rather 
converfing from place to place about the things of the 
kingdom of God. This plan I intend to purfue ftatedly 
the whole of the dryfeafon, befides occafional journeys of 

lefs extenL

I have not yetfeen much fruit of my labors, the moii 
I can fay is of a young man about eighteen years of age, a 
bramin, who has appeared very thoughtful for fome time, 
and frequently converfed with much feeling about his eter
nal concerns. I pray God k may end well. His con
cern has continued now nearly three months, and appears 
rather to increafe than otherwife. His name is C a s s in u t  
M o o k h u r g e e . Moonihee has been gone to viiit his 

family for three months, and M o h u n  C h u n d  is now with 
me. M r. T h o m a s and I have alfo received letters from 
fome people at Dinagepare, the capital of tbe diftrid, whom 
we had never feen; but having heard of the Gofpel (by 
M o h u n  C h u n d )  they have folicited us to fend a part of 
the tranflation of the holy fcriptures to be fent to them. 
A  copy of their letter I iha.Il inclofe *.

Upoil the whole, I truft the profpe£t of the converfioit 
of the heathen is not fo gloomy as to give room for de- 
fpondency; the natural bbftacles, fuch as ignorance of the 
language, &c. are in fome meafure furmountcd; and we 
have the promife of God that the moral ones ihall alfo be 
overcome.

With re/pe€t to myfelf, I have great reafon to lament 
tbe want o f more zeal for God j and, for the encourage
ment of others I may fay, that if the Lord ihould at all 
bleis my labors* none need fear to lay thcrafelves out for

*  See it at th e  end of our brethren? corrcfpoodcnce in this Number.

him 5
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|)im; yet I have lately had fome comfortable revivals of 
foul, and find ,¡¿creating pleafure in preaching the Gofpel 
to the gentiles. I will therefore go on in the ftrength o f 

the L ord  God, and make mention of his righteoufnefs an4 
pf his only.

I find the tranflation of the Bible a delightful employ, 
and am occupied in it every day. Should I be thought 
(canty in my correfpondence with my dear friends in Europe, 
this may ferve as an apology. In addition to Genefis, 
Exodus, Matthew, Mark, and James (which are ready for 
the prefs) we have entered on Leviticus, with the Gofptfl 
by Luke, and the Acts of the Apoftles. The Gofpel by 
John, and the Epiftle to the Galatians only want correct
ing j and a$ every thing elfg muft give way to this work, I 
hope before this letter reaches you that (till more will be 
completed.

The Hindoos and MufTulmans are indeed in a very de
plorable (late with refpeit to eternal things. Though the 
jand is full of idols, yet I do not know that the bulk of the 
people ever worihip them with an expectation of obtain
ing any thing for tbe foul. They univerfally tell me that 
their debtas, whofe images they worihip, have a power to 
affii£t their perfons, to fpoil their crops, and to kill their 
children, and will infallibly do this if they negleCt to make 1 
offerings to them ; fo that, from what I can learn, bodily 
and carnal fear is the only fpring of all their worihip. The 

interefls of the foul are much negle&ed by them: often, 

when I have afked them, Whether they expeCt to go to 
heaven or hell after death ? I have received for anfwer, 

What can I fay ? It will be as God pleafes.”  A  few 
days ago 1 aiked a pundit, who had been very ill, where he 
ihould have gone had he died ? And, though he was a man 

who knew the gofpel fcheme well, his reply was, “  I can- 
pot fay exactly, but I think I ihould have gone to hell.’* I

told
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told him the way of life was plain: he faid, u all depend-, 
ed upon the will of God whether he ihrculd walk in it or 
no.”  Knowing this to be the univerfal excufe of all the 
Hindoos, I aiked him, If he was. defirous to walk in it ? 
and told him, that if he was, there was no room to doubt 
the willingnefs of G od; becaufe he had himfelf removed 
all doubt on that head -but I could not perceive what I 
(aid to have any effe& upon him ; he is irt fome refpe&s a 
promifing chara&er notwithftanding} his name is Pooo 
L o so n .

■ ✓ Malda, Jan. i i ,  1796.

I W iih to (ay fomething about the manner of my 
preaching, but fcarcely know how; however, as a fpeci- 
men, I will juft defcribe one feafon at a large village about 
four miles from Mudnabatty, called Cbinfurah. I went 
one Lord’s-day afternoon to this place, attended by a few 
perfons from Mudnabatty. When I got into the town 1 
&w an idolatrous temple finely built with bricks. In order 
to excite attention, 1 aiked what place that was ? They 
faid it was a Tbakooranee, that is, a (he debta. I aiked 
if it was alive ? They faid, yes. Well, faid I, I will fee 
her, and accordingly went towards the place i when they 
all called out, “  No, fir, no j it is only a ftone.”  I hbw- 
ever mounted the fteps, and began to talk about the folly 
and wicketjneis of idolatry. A  bazar, or market, near at 
hand was very noify, I therefore removed to a little diftance 
under a tamarind tree, where we began by finging the 
hymn, “  O  who befides can deliver!”  By this time a 
pretty large concourfe of people was aflembled, and I began 
to difcourfe with them upon the things of God. It is ob
vious that giving out a text, and regularly dividing it, 
could not be o'f any ufe to thofe who never heard a word 
of the Bible in their lives. I therefore dwelt upon the 
worth of the foul, its fallen ifctc, the guilt of all men who

had
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had broken God’s righteous Jaw, and the impoflibility of 
oBiaining pardon at the expence of the honors of divine 
juftice. I then enquired, What way of life (or falvation) 
confident with the righteoufnefs o f  God, was propofed in  
any of their ihafters ? ‘ They, faid I, fpeak of nine incarna- 
c tions of V e e s h n u  paft, and one to come j but not one 
1 of them is pretended to be for the ialvation of a iinner.
‘ They were only to preferve a family, kill a giant, make 
‘  war againft tyrants, &c. all which God could as well 
c have accompliihed without thefe incarnations. The in- 
1 carnation of a deity, I added, is a matter of too great 
‘ importance to take place in fo ludicrous* a manner, and 
‘  for fuch mean ends and purpofes. The matfya obeetar f

* A s  a fiih ; a wild hog; a tortoife; a thing half lion and half 

manj a little dwarf, who begged three fteps fpace of land to build 

him an hut, and then became fo large as to meafure earth with one 

pace, heaven with another* and could not find room for the third in 

the univerfe, &c.

•fr The fanfcrit term, a v a t a r , iignifies a d e s c e n t — the occa- 
fion o f thefe deicents is indeed declared by V e e sh n u  himfelf in the 
form of C r s h s h n a , who in the Geeta thus addreffes A r ju n  * 

“  Both I  and thou have paired many births; mine are lenown to me, 

but thou knoweft not o f  thine. Although I  am not in my-nature 

fubje£| to birth or decay, and am the lord of a ll created beings, yet 

having command over my own nature, I  am made evident by my own 

power; and as often as there is a decline of virtue, aud an infur- 

reftion o f vice and injuftice in the world, I  make inyfclf evident; 

and thus 1 appear from age to age, for the prefervation of the juft, the 

deftru&ion o f the wicked, and the cftablifliment of virtue.”  .

T he three firft Avatars (the Matfya, the Vara, and the Courau) 

have been fuppofed to be allufions to the u n i v e r s a l  d e l u g e  ; and 

indeed there are fuch ftriking coincidences between the braliminical 

accounts o f  them, and the mofaic account of that great event, as 

ftarap a high degree o f plaufibility on the conje&ure. T he reader 

m% refer for much curious information on this fubjeft to M a u r .i c e ’ s  

H iftoryof Hittdbftani vol. i, p. 553, &c.

H h  ‘ (or



[  2 J 0  ]

‘  (or avatar)  you know, was to become the rudder of a 
< boat, and preferve a family in a great flood j and the wild 
4 hog incarnation was to kill a giant, and to draw up the 
‘  earth out of the fea wheri it was finking; but this, God, 
* who created it, might have eafily accompliihed without 
‘  any fuch interpoiition.’ I obferved how miferable they 
muft be whofe whole religion only refpe&ed the body, and 
whofe ihafters could point out no ialvation for the foul. 
Then I fpake of the way of life by Chrift, his fuffering for 
us, &c.

A t another place I preached from Chrift's being fent to 
hlefs, in turning every one from their iniquities, A&s iii. 
26. I obferved the fuperiority of the Gofpel to all other 

' writings, and of Chrift to all pretended Saviors in that 
point, that b e l i e v i n g  o n  c h r i s t  w a s  u n i v e r s a l l y

A C C O M P A N IE D  W I T H  T U R N I N G  FROM I N I Q U I T Y  ; and 
I  contended that their worihip muft be falfe i for they 
made images and offerings to them, and were abundant in 
their worihip, but, faid I , , there is not a man of you yet 
turned from his iniquity. There are, I continued, among 
you, liars, thieves, whoremongers, and men filled with de
ceit *, and as you were laft year fo you are this j not any 
more holy, nor can you be till you throw off your wicked 
worihip and idolatrous practices, and embrace the gofpel 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

This is the method of preaching that I ufe among 
them : nothing of this kind appears to give them offence. 

Many wiih to hear, but many abhor the thoughts of the

*  Thefe arc all fins for which the Hindoos are notorious, and 

there is not a company o f ten men, I  believe, to be met with, to whom 

you might not fafely addrefs thefe wards. A ll  the good that aun 

with jaftice be faid in flavor o f them is, they are not fo ferocious as 

many other heathen.

Gofpel *
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Gofpel: the bratnins fear to lofe their gain, the higher 
cafts their honor, and the poor tremble at the vengeance 
of their debtas. . '

Sometimes 1 preach twice a week, fometimes twice a 
day, as opportunity prefents itfelf; and the tranilation of 
the word of God is my every days work.

I am glad a miffion to Africa is intended. God 
make it profperous! Think of Thibet, Pegu, and the afto- 
nifhing large part of Hindojlan to the Weft and the North. 
Thibet is near us, we could correfpond with a mifiion at 
Pegu, or any part of the Robillas country, Oude, Cajhmeer, 
Kabul, &c. though very far from us; but I know your 
z-eal j may God give you refources equal to i t !

I long to know more of the ftate of the churches. 
About politics I feel no concern. I fee the Calcutta 
papers, and I think that as the people of Europe have fallen 
out, fo they muft fall in; but the religious flate of the 
world is very important, and the afpeCfcs of the political 
world towards prophecy and the church of God.

With my warmeft wiihes for your profperity as chrif- 
tians, as minifters, as members of churches,, and as a fo- 

ciety, I remain very affectionately,

Your's, &c.

W . C.

Mr. C a r e y  to Mr. H .-Olney.
Malda, Jan. 16, 1796. 

Y O U R  kind favor of the 30th of September, 
1794,1 received fome little time ago, accompanied by your 
ietters on millions; and if any thing could afford me 

H h 2 greater
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greater pleafurejthan the work I am engaged in, it would 
be to find a corroboration of my own fentiments in the 
writings of others,

Î  think with you that the number of miffionaries are 
too few, and that a more general attack upon the heathen 
world ihould be made— and the mahomedan world too. 
But we muft be obliged to labor under fome décourage
ments at prefent, till the Lord of thé harveft ïhall thru/} 

forth laborers into his harveft.

T he people among whom I labor are in fome refpe£h 
different from many other heathens, in this, that they have 
a written language ; and can Ave but obtain die neceffary 

affiftance from England\ it will be a great objeô to print 
the Bible, and difperfe it gratis among them. W e thought 
o f doing it at our own cxpence, if only a chapter at a 
time, and have not given up the idea of devoting every 
cowry that God gives us to this important work : yet, as 
fouls are every day periihing for lack of knowledge, jt  is 
a very important matter to expedite its publication as much 
as poffible. There are types, prefles, and printers in this 
country. The translation is getting forward* and every 

thing muft give way to that, and preaching the word. 
Money to publijb it is tht only, thing wanted.

I wiih I could lay the fuccefs was fuch as to kindle a 
flame in die hearts of all who hear of it. Yet ourfuccefs 
is fuch as ought to encourage more vigorous attempts : 
for not to mention thofe of whom good hope was enter
tained previous to niy coming to India, 1 have great en* 
couragement refpe&ing another bramin, who has for feveral 
months appeared under genuine concern of foul j and who 
publicly, and with great boldnefs attacks the fupeiftUions 
of his countrymen} and is a' great help in e x p l a i n i n g  what

1 %
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I fay in preaching to the capacities o f thofe who with dif
ficulty underftsnd me. It is alfo ple'afing to me to obferve 
that the poor people, who fcarce ever thought of any thing 
but what they ihould eat, drink, and wear; and how they 
ihould cheat ther zemindars * ;  now, to the amount of 
fome hundreds, umlerftand more or lefs o f the gofpel 
fchemej and this new do£brine is become the matter of 
their converfation with one another. They alfo treat their 
idols with words of bolder contempt than heretofore. 
Some goipel hymns are alfo now very frequently fung 
among themj And except their carnal hearts, which con
tinue as they were, I feel a growing pleafure in obferving 
thefe notices of the approach of the gofpel to the ftrong 
hold of fata ft in this country.

As to what refpects myfelf, I have but little to fay. 
It was always my opinion, that millions may and muft fup- 
port themfelves, after having been fent out, and received 
a little fupport at firftj and in confequence I purfue a very 

little Worldly employment, which requires three months 
cloiiih attendance in the year; but this is in the rains—  ̂
the moil unfavorable feafon for exertion. I have a diftri<5fc 
of about twenty miles fquare, where I am continually 

going from village to village to publiih the gofpel; and in 
this fpace are about two hundred villages, whofe inhabi
tants* from time to time hear the word. M y manner of 
travelling is with two fmall boats; one ferves me to live 
in, and the other for cooking my food. I carry all my 
furniture and food with me from place to place; viz. a 
chair, a table, a bed, and a lamp. I walk from village to 

Village, but repair to my boat for lodging and eating. 
There are feveral rivers in this extent of country, which is 
very convenient for travelling, Sometimes we travel to 

other parts, and may now perhaps travel much more than

* Landholders,
we
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we hive done heretofore. Succefs is «not confpicuous, but 
hope continues.

I ihall be much gratified by receiving any further 
proof that we are in jour heart. My foul is certainly 
akin to your's, and communications from you will glad
den my fpirit. My fincere love to Mr. S. and all friends 

at Obey, or within your knowledge.

Affcftionately. your’s,

w. c.

M r. C a r e y  to M r .  M . Clipjlone.

Mudnalatty, 'Jan. 22, 1796.

W E  have formed a church, which confifts of four 
baptized members, but all Europeans. As to the natives 
joining us, it is to them a very ferious thing indeed; and 
though I have good hope of M o o n sh ee ,  M ohun  C h u n d , 
and another young bramin, if not two or three more who 
make more enquiries than ufual; yet, as they muft make 
fo great a iacrifice by lofing caft, I can fcarcely expecl 

them to join us, unlefs they are moft powerfully conftrain- 
ed by the love of Chrift.

I
Now 1 have mentioned the caft, 1 will juit tell you 

what intelligence I have been able to obtain refpeAing it.

I cannot learn from whence the word c a s t  came j 
the natives call it jaet. There are many fables about the 
origin of this diftin&ion— thefe you have probably read. 

It does not appear to me to have any thing in it of a re
ligious nature, or to be ever ufed as fucb, but merely as a 
diftin&ion of the four tribes, which has been in after times 

extended to a diftin&ion of employments and grades. It
extends
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extends no farther than to eating and drinking, inter

meddling with each other’s employments, and intermarry

ing one among another. T h e y  may indeed eat the fcod 

o f another caft if  no water has touched it. Thus a bra- 

min can purchafe rice of a fooder, or even o f a muflulman, 

and eat i t ; but none, except a bramin, can cook his food. 

A  Hindoo can alfo fmoke the fame tobacco which a M uf- 

fulman has juft fmoked, but he.muft take o ff part o f the 

hooka, which contains the tobacco, and muft not fmoke 

through the fame water. T he lofs o f caft is indeed at

tended with very painful confequences; no one will eat, 

drink, or fmoke with fuch a man ; no one will marry his 

children : his wife, children, friends, and relations difown 

him, and are alfo great lofers by what be has done, fome- 

times lofing caft themfelves in confequence of it j fo that 

whoever lofes caft ruins all his relations at the fame time. 

I  know an inftance o f a man whofe caft is gone, through 

a woman in the family being obliged to live with a Muflul

man during their government; and though he has offered 

a lack o f Tupees, or io,oool. fterling, to have it reftored, 

it could not be done.

My love to all friends at Clipjlone— may God bleis 
you and yours. I rejoice in my work.

Your’s,

w. c.

Tranjlation of the Letter Jent from Dinagepore to 
Mr. C a r e y  * .

TH R E E  years ago, M o h u n  C h u n d e r ,  Bramin, , 
came to Dinagepore, and we then heard a little about the 
goipel of God. At that time he alfo promifed to fend

*  Seep. 226.



us feven or eight chapters of the Bengal tranflation thereof. 
After this we fent to his houfe for the fame, but did not 
obtain it. Now the. bramm is here again: Many people 
have heard the unparalleled words; but the promifed tran- 
ftation we have aot yet obtained, and he does not wi(h to 

ftay here longer. On this account we write to you, that 
you would ¿hew favor to us finners, and fend us a few 

chapters o f  £he tranflation, and alfo that you would order 
the bramio to ftay with us a few days longer, that he may 
make the path of the gofpel plainer to our appreheniions, 
that we may caft off our old idolatrous and evil cuftoms.

W e are fervants, and if we flaould leave our fervices 
to vifLt you we ihould have nothing to eat. . Should the 
hxamin ftay with you a little time, we will after that fend 
to fetch him for a few days if you will give us leave j and 
then we will hear again from his mouth, and will come 
with him to hear the word from you— the word of fairfi—  
the manner of prayer— the joyful news from heaven; and 
having heard it, be Hefted. This is our defire— this grant.

(Signed)

Carticky 15, BU LE R A M  DOSS,
1202. R A D A  M OHUN BOSE,

K R IS T N O  M U N G U L  G O O P T O , 
B IR ZO  MOHUN BO SH OO , 
PRISAD DOSS.
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PR O C EED IN G S OF T H E  SO CIE TY,
Relative to their fending out

An AJftjiant to the M\ffionarie$ in India,

T O W A R D S  the conclufion o f the Birmingham 
meeting, September 1$, 1795) it was fuggefted that our

next



next ftep mtift be to fend an afliftant  ̂ or affiftantS, to bófc 
brethren in India; whoj by learning the language, and en
tering Mpoii the work under their dire&ion, might, in café 
of their removal by death, be ready to fucceed them *.

Iri the month of January, 1796, John F o u n ta in , a 
young man, a member of the church at Eagle-Jlreet, Lon
don, was recommended to us as a perfon whofe heart was 
engaged in the work of millions, and whofe charaéfer was 
fuitable to fuch an undertaking: after fome converfatioii 
had paffed between hkn and* the Secretary* the latter con
cluded to call a Committee-mteting upon the bufincfsj to 
be held at Kettering, on Feb, 2. Meanwhile he made every 
poifible enquiry into Mr. F .’s character a!ld abilities.

A t this nxeetingj the Secretary having reported, in the 
abfenceof Mr. F o u n ta in , the fteps he had taken, die let
ters he had written, and the anfwers heiiad receiyedt.it was 
agreed that he ihould be called in, andvaripjtf ,qseftionab£ 
put to him relative to his views, motives* ,&c, to all o f which 
fatisfadlory anfwers being given, and Mr. F o u n ta in  hav
ing engaged with us in prayer, the Committee refolved to 

accept him as a miffionary. 1

A t the time this meeting was held* Mr. F . had an ex- 
pe&ation of going out in the capacity of a captain’s fer 
vant. The Committee, in cafe of his being able to accom - 
pliih this, agreed to furniih him with neceilaries for the 
voyage, and to add refs a letter to Brotbéf C a r e y , fignify- 
ingthat in cafe he ihould not immediitelybt able tofup- 
port jbimfelf by any civil employment, we would he anfwer- 
able for his fupport. But a friend, who h^ m uck intereib- 
ed himfelf on behalf of Mr. F. being at this juncture 
removed by death, it prevented his going in the way that

* See Period. Accounts;. No. ii, p. 120, Note,; ,

I i  he
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he expe&ed. Application was now made by letter to the 
leading members of the Committee, to know whether they 
would recommend that Mr. F. ihould go out entirely at 
the expence of the Society; and an anfwer was unanimous
ly given in the affirmative.

In the month of April the Secretary went to London, 
fecured Mr, F- a pailage in an American (hip, and provided 
him with neceflaries for the voyage: towards the latter end 
o f  this month he fet fail from Grave/end. One letter 
dated off Madeira, May 17* has been fince received from 
him, in which he fpeaks of being in health, and in good 

Ay*3'! :  {pints as to his undertaking,but that the company and treat
ment he met with*on board the ihip were very unpleaiant; 
notwithstanding which, he lays, “  But bleifed be the God 
u  o f  all confolation and grace, I meet with nothing but 
«what is furmountable by fortitude, or eafily borne with 

patience $ and I can yet fing with dear Mr. N . who 
w forewarned me of hardihips—  l-

“  Each fweet Ebenezar I have in review!
*  Confirms his good pleafure to help me quite through.

K Rejoicing in my undertaking, and depending on 
«* Chrift for fuccefs, I am, &c.

« J. F.”

The next Committee Meeting was held at Guiljbo- 
rou£b> July 28, 1756,

When the fallowing Bu&nefs was tran&ded t

j .  L E T T E R S  from our brethren R o d w a y  and 
G&IGG were re a d * , ftating their hfc arrival in Africa,

*  Extrafts from thefe letter* will be found a few pages farther 

on, where the iub&race o f our correfpondence with Africa is prefcnted 

to the reader in an uninterrupted fctte,
the
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the plan of operation, which, with the advice o f the Go
vernor, they had formed, and the pleafing profpe&s which 
opened before them ; but communications of a later date, 
reprefented brother R o d w a y  as fo far injured in his 
health, by repeated and violent attacks of the remittent 
fever, as to make him fear that the climate would not fuf- 
fcr him to remain in Africa ;  that his heart was notwith- 
ftanding no lefs fet on the converfion of the heathen than 
heretofore$ that he wiihed to be fo employed, and had en
tertained an idea that his conftitution would agree with a 
North American climate.

The Society agreed that the Secretary write imme> 
diately to brother R o d w a ¥ , advifing (unlefs his health be 
re-eftablifhed) that he either return to England or go to 
Nova Scotia, as he found himfelf moil inclined, without 
(delay.

Learning alfo that N  a m in a  M odo,  a chief man among 
the Timmany people, had entrufted brother G r ic g  with 
two of his children for the rainy feafon at Free Town, 
where it was expected brother G r ig g  ihould take the en
tire care of them, it was agreed, that in cafe the additional 
expence incurred thereby ihould exceed brother G .’s abi
lity to defray} the Society would make up the deficiency.

2. Application was made to the Society for the fup- - 
port of Village Preaching in the neighborhood of Oxford, 
and it was agreed to allow Mr. H in t o n  61. 6s. for that: 
purpofe, requeuing him at the fame time to furniih the 
Society with a particular account of his labors and fuccefs *.

•  A  brief account o f thefc will be found in the laft article o f this 

number, denominated, E f f o r t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o i l  t h e  

S P R E A D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  A T  H O M E .

[  *39  ]

I  i  2 3. Letters
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3. Letters were read from our brethren the Scotch 

JJapufts, aimpuncing the remittance of 1521.8s. 6d. being the 
amount of the fums collected in their churches and con
gregations for the ufe of the fociety, attended with a re- 
queifc, that as their church order was not precifely the fame 
as ours, die difference might he ftated in our Periodical 
Accounts, when we announced their pecuniary commu
nications .

With gratitude for the-kind‘exertions of our brethren, 
the Society, coniidering that no detail of the order of their 
churches which our limits could allow, would afford fo 
compleat an account as that given in part in the B a p t i s t  
R e g i s t e r ,  No. XII. and which it was understood would 
J>e completed in Np. XIII. wiih to refer their readers to 
that publication for thefe particulars.

4. The Society having expreffed a defire of adding a 
fchoolma&er to the African Miffion, a fuitable perfon for 
that employment was found willing to go; but as he was 
a married man with a family, it was refolded that farther 

advice be taken previous to our concluding on lending 
him wit.

[  24 6  ]

Another Meeting of the Committee was held at 
Kettering, Sept, 22, 1796,

When it was niblved:

i .  T H A T  the going out of the perfon, who at the 
laft meeting was propofed as fuitable for a fcboolmafter ia 

Africa, be for the prefent deferred.

2* That an order for various kinds o f fuds being 
nearly executed at M r. C a r e y ’* requcft, the Society

agrees
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agrees to pâ  for them, and to refer it to Mr. C a r e t  to 
appropriate the money either to Mr. F o u n t a in ’s fupport - 
for the firft year, in cafe he Ihould need it, or to any other 
purpofe he Ihould think proper in fupport of the miffion.

3. That in coniideration of the Moravian Miffion 
being under fome pecuniary (traits, Twenty Pounds be 
prefented them by this Society as a tpken of brotherly love.

4. That, as a manufcript of Mifs H. N e a l e , entitled, 
f1 A  D i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  B r i t a n n u s  a n d  A f r i c u s , ”  

has been prefented to the Society, it be accepted, with 
thanks to the pious and ingenious author j and that it be 
printed for the benefit of the Society.

5. That if a fmall piece, remarkably interefting, could 
either be found among the publications of the Cheap Re- 
fofttoryy or drawn up by any of the Society, it would cor- 
refpond with our defigns to purchafe a number of them for 
pccafional diftribution amongft the poor in the moft unen
lightened parts of the country,

 lQS «ewn

A F R I C A N  M I S S I O N .

LETTERS FR O M  THE M ISSION ARIES. 

Mr. G r i c g  to D r. R . Brijtoh*

Free Town, April I, 1796. 

BE IN G  informed by Governor D a w e s  that a 
reflel is about to fail from Bance JJJand for Brijlot, in

which
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which he intends returning to Europe, I embrace the oppor
tunity of fending you a few lines.

W e had a fafe, and upon the whole a pleafant pafTage 
to this place. W e left Spithead Nov. 2, 1795, reached 
*Teneriffe the 17th, and came on (hore at Sierre Leone on 
die 1 ft of December. W e were kindly received by our 
friends here, who, hearing of our coming) had provided a 
houfe for us previous to our arrival.

Three days after our landingr?Governor D a w es  called 
on us, and converfed very freely concerning the miffion; af- 
furing us, that nothing ihould be wanting on his part to 
further the work. He enquired whether we had fixed on 

any plan by which to proceed, or had thought of any parti
cular fpot where we ihould enter on our labors ? W e re
plied, W e had not, bijt that we wiihed to confult with him j 
and alfo told him, that this was the advice given us by our 
friends in England, He (aid, that he had thought the IJle of 
Benanas a fuitable place for one of us, and Port ,Logo (a 

town about forty miles up the river) for the other.

A t die ifland of Benanas, he told us, there was a very 
friendly well-difpofed gentleman of color, named C l e v e 
l a n d ,  who, he conceived, wopld give us a very favorable 
reception, as he had alked Mr. C . whether, fuppo&ig a per- 
fon could be procured as a fchoolmafter, it would be agree
able to him for the fame perfon to a& as a preacher, and 
inftru& the people in the chriftian religion ? to which Mr. 
C . replied, that fo far from being difagreeable to him, it 
would afford him the greater pleafure.

In reference to Port Logo,  Mr. D a w e s  faid, that he 
had been there, and converfed with N a m in a  M odo on 

the fubjeft. This is the headman, as they call him, of the
place,
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place, though not the King of that country, for his name 
is K a h k o o r . N a m in a  M odo appears in converfation 
very agreeable, is kind to ftrangers, and exprefled a great 
defire to have fome perfon to teach his people. The G o
vernor himfelf was fo kind as to promife to accompany us 
to both thefe places, and introduce us to the headmen.

On that day week, we accompanied Mr. D a w e s  to  
the Benanas j but were difappointed of feeing Mr. C. as 
he had gone up the river Sberbro two or three days before 
we came, and was not expe&ed home for fome time; fo 
that bujinefs ftill remains unfettled.

On the 21 ft of the fame month, we went together with 
Mr. D a w e s  to Port Logo. W e found N a m in a  M odo at 
home, who received and treated us with great kindnefs. 
Mr. D. fpoke to him on the defign of our coming; and 
he exprefled as much pleafure as ever at the idea of having 
a perfon to fettle there as a fchoolmafter, and teacher of 
good things: we remained there three or four days, and 
then returned to Free Town,

Brother R o d w a y  being agreeable to my fettling at 
Port Logo, on the 5th of Jan. 1796, I fet off for that place 
again; and it having been recommended to me, I took one 
of the black fettlers, a member of brother G e o r g e ’s 
church, with me as a fa&or, who carried fome goods to 
Port Logo to trade with the natives. At firft, I was pleafed 
at the thought of having a tradefman and a good man for 
ray companion among the rude inhabitants of this country, 
but I foon found to my grief that it was to my difadvantage; 
for, in the firft place, a flave faftor in the town fold his 

goods at a much lower price than my companion could pof- 
ftbly afford his at j and then our being together made the 
natives fufpeft the goods were mine, nor could any thing I 
&id prevail on them to believe otherwife.

The



The Governor had kindly aflured them that our com
ing there was intended for their good ; but when they 
fburtd my companion’s gobds rated higher than the flave 
fa&or’s, they laid, M The people who came from Camp (as 
they called Free Town) were deceivers altogether, pretend
ing to do the people good, and at the fame tyme attempting 
to opprefs them, by charging every article at a higher price 
than they paid before« our coming/* In this liquation I 
realized the truth of your obfervation to us at Birmingham, 
that “  If our minds are diftra&ed about different objefls, 
we fhall never know how to a & c . ”

Things went on worfe and worfe for three Weeks or 
more9 which made me think it would be an a& of prudence 

to leave the place for a feafon, as that might have a greater 
tendency than any thing elfe to prove to them that ¡the 
trade was not my concern. Accordingly I left Pert Log99 
and came to Free Town, where I tarried about fix weeks, 

and then went up again. -

But things were ftill unfavorable. The price which 
my companion, from rieceffity, demanded for his goods, 
had greatly incenfed the natives againft him; and on my 
return they propofed queftions to me concerning his prices, 
which made my fituation very painful, iince I could not 
give confcientious replies without offending one party or 
the other.

As yet, I had no work going on, either by fchaol or 
preaching; nor any profpe# for the prefect: Only, 
N a m iw a  M odo bad promifed me two children, a *hoy 
and a girl, and he had fent to feveral of the headmen of 

. the Timmany country for their children ; but by his con
versation I under/food, that he intended all die children 

fhould be provided for by me, both with food and raiment.
A*
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As His mind had keen* already Toured by thè trade, I -feared, 
If £ had declined taking the children on his terms, it might 
compleat thè offence, ¿nd for the -prefent fufpend all my 
operations in that place.

I am perfuaded that nothing can fruftrate the deigns 
of Gód 7 yet; knowing it my duty to aft the moft prudent 
part, after much éxercife and anxiety of mind, I thought it 
beft to return again to Free Town  for a little while ; and 
as iyou, and our friends in England, thought it beft for us 
to be thére during the rainy feafon, which is now near at 
hand, it appeared the more defireable : and as there are 
many native towns near, and a multitude of people, who 
froidd be glad of inftru&ion, I thought it would not be a 
lofs of time. '

So I  acquainted N a m ik a  M odo with my defign, and 
he defired I would take his two children with me to Free 
Town, : to mflruéì them in .reading, writing, h e. This I 
was -pleafed with, as an evidence that I had not incurred 
the difpleafure of the natives ; though I knew i t  would be 
attended with an expence, which would oblige me to live 
on a poorer plan than my white neighbors. Every thing 
being fettled, I left Port Logo, and am now at Sierra Leone3 
and intend ftaying here all the wet feafon.

With due refpeft, your’s, Sec.

J . G .

M r, R o d w a y  to Dr, R .  Briftol,

April 14, 1796.

W E  gladly take the opjiortunity which now offers 
of fending letters to England, that we may give a brief 
account of the circumftances that have attended us lìnee 

K  k we
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we failed from our own counfry, anci the profpe£s we 
now have before us. Thanks be to our God, we have 
had fome intimations of his prefence and Jove.

W e left Spithepd N o v . 2, having been there above 
three weeks, waiting for a fair wind: the Weft India fleet 
alfo, or at leail a great part of it, failed at the fame time ; 
but in two days after we failed, the wind changed again, and 
blew ftrong exa&ly againft us; we therefore veered quite 
about, in order to go back again, for the captain now 
thought of putting in either at Falmouth or Plymouth har - 
bour, to wait for a good wind : the morrow, a little before 
night, we came in fight of land again; but it was too late 
in the evening to get into the harbour, we, therefore, lay to 
all night. In the morning the wind was a little changed, in 
confequence of which we fteered Weftward again, to get 
but into the Weftern Ocean; the wind, however, did not 
well ferve us till two days after, Nov. 8, then it became right 
fair for us, and we failed on with fpeed, going eight knots 

(or miles) and better, an hour. As to the fleet, we faw 
nothing of it after the two firft days.

Hitherto* and till four or five days after, our fituation 
was rendered uncomfortable by the ftrength of the wind, 
and roughnefs of the fea; but after we had pafled the Bay 

c f  Bi/cay, we had fine weather and moderate breezes.

Nov. 17, we touched at Tencr'iffe, went aihore, and 
flept one night at the town of Santa Cruz, where wc 
bought a few trifling articles of the Spaniards, who were 
civil in their behaviour to us, fo alfo were the French, a 
number of whom was on the ifland, who had been taken 
prifoners by the Spaniards, but now hid their liberty in 
confequence of the peace.

W e had pleafant weather from Teneriffe to Sierra Leone, 
which we made Nov. 30, in the afternoon. On the mor

row,



*ow, about i P. M. we came to anchor in Free Town har
bor, and immediately went aihore.

I had good health during the whole voyage, excepting 
a little fea f̂icknefs. I felt gratitude to God who had pre- 
ferved us from the danger of the fe2, and prayed that our 
coming into this country might be attended with his blef- 
ling.

W e foon met with fome of our baptiit friends : as to 
their outward hue they are black— by grace, they are comely, 
and brethren in Chrift. They were glad to fee us, and 
we to fee them. W e found brother G e o r g e ,'̂ Mr. 
C u t h b e r t , his deacon, and K e z e l , who is known in 
England, with their families well. The colony in general 
appeared to be in a healthy ftate: the rainy feafon was 
quite paft. The Governor was not at home when we ar
rived, but came home in a few days ; and foon after came 
to fee us, and to talk with us concerning the mifHon.

Having been advifed by him to vifit the Benanas and 
Port Logo, on Dec. 1 1, we fet off together ih a floop, to go 
thither. The Benanas are about thirty miles from Free 

Town, twenty-five South of Cape Sierra Leone j we arriv
ed there the next day, but unfortunately found Mr. C l e v e 

l a n d  abfent. There are a few native towns on the ifland, 
but we faw only that where Mr. C l e v e l a n d  lives; for 
we ftayed at the Benanas but one night, as nothing could 
be done without him.

Soon after our arrival brother G eo r g e  and his church 
met, and united with us in prayer to the Lord, that his bleffing 
might be upon us, and fuccefs attend our endeavors to intro
duce the Gofpel among the heathen. # Next fabbath we par
took of the Lord’s-fupper with them. Brother G r ig g  and I 

K k  2 have
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have manf times preached both to, them and the methodifts, 
and in the church, before the company’s chaplain came out?

Dec. a i,  we failed for Port Logo ; to go to it we pafs 
along by Bonce ljland̂  on which there is an Engliftiflave 
fa&ory, where hundreds of poor Africans are annually con
demned to perpetual flavery,-with all its attendant horrors. 
W e arrived at Port Logo in the evening of the 22d. Some 
of the inhabitants of this country are Mandingas> thefe are 
Mahometans : the Timmanies and Bulioms are Pagans» We 
flayed at Port Logo four days, and had a great deal of talk 
with the head men and the king. Here are four or five 
towns pretty near together, each of which is under a head 
man, excepting one' which belongs to the king. Here is 
one head man who has more influence than all the reft, or 
even than the Jdng> in fail: the whole bufinefs depended on 
him; bis name is N a m in a  Modo, i. e. Mahommedo 
the fon of N am in aj he is a Mahometan. At laftit 
was fully agreed to, for a white man to come and keep a 
fchool, and for another man to keep a fa&ory. While at 
this place we had our vi&uals, which confifted chiefly of 
rice and fowls, cooked by the natives; and I muft fay that 
die native women in this part of Africa, are decent good 
co o k s: in dreffing their victuals, they pay thegreateft re
gard to cleanlinefe j at leaft this has been the cafe at feveral 
of their towns where I have had .vi&uals cooked by 
them.

Soon after our return to Free Town, brother G rigg  
and I agreed that he ihould go to Port Logo, and 1 to the 
Benanas. Mr, G r ig g  will therefore give a more full ac
count of what concerns Port Logo. I have not yet been 
to the Benanas fince the firft time; for, quite contrary to 
my expe<$ation, Mr. C l e v e l a n d  is not yet come home* 
but I hope he will foon, for 1 long more dire£ly to be em
ployed in the work of the million. Indeed, for. fome time 
' I have
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ji have not been fit for exertion» on account of ill nefs j for 
I have been repeatedly affli&ed with the fever. The firft 
attack it made upon me was a little more than a month 
after our arrival : I have had repeated and fevere ftrokes 
p i it fince ; once I was obliged to keep my bed a fortnight 
together. I have been attended by the company’s phyfi- 
cians ; and the medicines they adminiftered have been of 
great fervice : thefe were chiefly emetics, fuderific draughts, 
and the peruvian bark. I find myfelf now much ftronger 
than 1 was, and hope I fhall foon be hearty again) and be
come feafoned to the climate.

Brother G r ig g  keeps his health exceeding well. In 
my illnefs my mind was refigned and comfortable, particu
larly^ fome feafons : I confidered that whatever God hath 
appointed for me is beft ; and that even death cannot hurt 
thofe vvhofe fouls are by faith lodged in the hands of Je- 
fus. This affli&ion has, I believe, tended to my fpiritual 
benefit, teaching me humility ; by (hewing me that I am 

nothing ip myfelf.

1 (till hope God hath a work for us to do among thefe
wretched and ignorant people, tc who are led captive by
the devil at his will.”  I think, from what I have feen, we* -

havfe great encouragement to go on. I have been in 
many of their towns, belonging to different nations, and 
Was always treated with civility and kindnefs. The natives 
have great confidence in white people, and appear quite 
willing for them to come and live among them, defirous 
of being inftru&ed by them : they liften with wonder, at 
leaft fome of them, when fpoken to on the things of rein 
gion. May the Lord make us inftrumental in turning 
feme of them from darknefs to light, and from fatan to the 

{rue God.

I find



I find that our ftation requires great grace. W e greatly 
need the prayers of God’s people in England, and I truft 
are not forgotten by them. W e ftand in great need alfo of 
advice and dire&ion, which, I hope, dear fir, we (hall ftil! 

receive from you and other of our friends. May the Lord 
grant us the dire£ion of his fpirit!

The Calypfo, one of the Company’s (hips, arrived here 
March 18, in it came Mr. M ac  A u l a y , and a number 
©f paflengers, among whom is Mr. C l a r k , the compa
ny’s chaplain, who appears to be a very valuable minifter 

pf Chrift; a pbyfician, two fchoolmafters, three clerks, 

fcc.

A fFeflionately you r’ s,

J. R.

M r, G j u g g  to D r . R . Briftol.

Free Town, April 22, 1796.

I T  only requires a knowledge of the country in 
which my lot is caft  ̂and of the difpofition of the natives, 
to prove, that increafmg the number of miffionaries is very 
defirable. Here is a fine nation of people (the Timma- 
nies) which extends about an hundred miles inward towards 
the Eaft ; and their difpoiitions are fuch *s threaten no ob- 
ftacle to our travelling, and preaching among them; and, 
the increafe of expence, in adding to the number of mif
fionaries, will not be very confiderable, when we coniider, 
that die farther they go into the country, the cheaper they 
can live ; and the natives feem much more inclined to pay 
attention to what a white man fays, than to any inftru&ion 
offered by one of their own color. In my next, I intend

Ending
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fending you an account of my progrefs in the Timrflany 
language.

Y o u r ’ s, S e e .

To M r. P . Birmingham.

Sierra Leorie, May 14, 1796.

THROUGH  the goodnefs of God we have been 
carried over the pathlefs ocean, and landed on the place of 
our deilination; and through the fame goodnefs we have 
been preferved from death ever fince our arrival; though 
brother R o d w a y  has been ill feveral times; and I was once 
feized with the fever* I have reafon to think in confequence 
of leaving off my flannel waiftcoat, as 1 found myfelf ill 
withjfr. two or three days after I had negle&ed to put it 
on i and when my diforder increafed, notwithftanding the 
ufe of medicines, a friend faid, w Put on your flannel waift
coat again I did fo, and foon the fever left me. It will 
not do for perfons to difufe flannel after wearing it in this 
hot country.

Since my arrival, I have been a good deal among the 
natives, and can converfe with the people of the Timmany 
country in their own language ; and in a fhort: time I 
hope to be able to preach to them. They all feem very 
affe&ionate, from the head-men down to the flaves, and 
appear very defirous to be taught to read and write, and 

alfo to ferve God.

1 have talked to them of { the Son of God, who is 
‘ called Jefus Chrift— that he came down from heaven 
‘ and died for us, becaufe we were fo wicked that God 
1 would not fave us in any other way—-that he came out of 
* his grave after three days, and lived here with his friends 
‘ a good while, and talked to them about good things, and

‘ at



1 zt laft*went up to heaven again to his Father; but told
* his friends before he went away, that they fliould go all 
4 over the world and tell all men that if they would be 
‘ forry for the wicked things* they had done, and love him, 
‘ then they (hould come to him when they died, to God’s
* place, and live with him for ever.’ Such language as this 
they will h w  with the greateft attention and feepiing con
cern. I have talked to them in this way till they could not 
fpeak to One another for aftoniihmenf, but like the fons of 
Jacob, when they ftood before Jofeph, could only look 
upon one another. This has frequently been a comfort 
to me, and a very great encouragement to proceed in' the 
work of the Lord among them. What a mercy is it to 
have fuch a do&rine to preach as carries influence and evi
dence with it to the heart, and which, if once rightly re
ceived, proves the power of God unto the falvation of evpry 
one that believeth!

You will hear from Dr. R. of my having been at 
Pari Logo, a place near the head of die Sierra Leone river. 

Among the many things of a difcouraging nature which 
attended me there, I had many alfo of a pleating nature j 
fucb as liberty to build a fchool, a promife of land to cul
tivate, and of many fcholars from different parts of the 
country. The people are very thankful that I came with 
fuch a defign, and (aid, “  They were fure all the gentle- 
a  men in white mans’ country muft be good men and 
“  love them, or they could not do fo.”

Your's, & c.

To Mr, F . Kettering,

Free Tnvn, May 16, 1796.

I T  will certainly pleafe you to hear that there is no 
obftacle in the way of travelling or preaching here. If 

any
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zny of dur friends in England would be willing to com e 
hither to labor for God, but are ajraid to travel̂  I flhall at 
all times be ready to give up a local fituation to them for 
the fake of travelling. Indeed, my dear fir, men may find 
local iituations enough in this country, while there will re
main a field fufliciently large for the labors of itinerant 
preachers, as the Timmany country extends above a hun
dred miles to the Eaftward, and its population is great, 
confidering that fo many of this people hafe been fold for 
flaves.

N a m ik a  Mo do, the chief man at Port Logo, poflefles 
kn excellent difpofition, and is very willing that the chrif- 
tian religioh fhould be taught in the country, but is himfelf 
a Mahometan. He gave me his children, faying, <c Here* 
I give you thefe children, that you may teach them to read 
and Write, and make figures, and alfo bring them up to 
your religion, to pray in your fafhion; but as for me, I 
am a Mahometan and cannot be your religion j for I am 
now old ; but the young people may learn it if they will.”  
He added, that a all the childheii which were to be fent to 
be inftru&ed in reading and writing, were to b6 brought 
to pray in whife-man’s fafhion;”

A id  an  A, his wife (and headwoman) is alfo an ami
able perfon. She is poiTefled of good fenfe, and very tender 
feelings; which I have bad opportunity to difcover in her 
treatment Of the flaves who were chained and prepared for 
fale. She always difowhed that fee had any part in the 
trade, and whenever orie was brought chained to the houfej 
fhe would come to me, and, knowing that I was an enemy 
to the trade, fay, “  It is none of me; Mr. G r jg g , it is 
hone of me, it is Mr. T — ’s (a flave-faftor’s) flavt.”

One of the headmen has promifed to travel all through 
the Timmany country with me after the rains are over;

L 1 but*



but, unlefs fomc perfon ihouid come from England to take 
my place at Ptrt Logo, 1 hardly think I ihall accept his 
offer. ~

i  *
Y ouf ' s,  & c .

J -  G .
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M r. K o d w a y  to M r. F . Kettering.

Free Town, May 16, 1796.

I fliould write with greater pleafure if I had good 
tidings to communicate j ^fpecially if I had to relate the 
conversion o f any of the heathen to God. But, though 
the intelligence you will receive by this letter may appear 
of a difcoyraging nature, yet, I hope it will not in any wife 
tend to binder the endeavors of the Society to introduce 
the chriftian religion into heathen nations.

Since my arrival in this country, the Lord, in his wif- 
dom, has. been pleafed to vifit me with fuch repeated 
ftrokes of illneft that I have been hitherto difabled from 
employing myfelf irf his work among the natives :— That 
you may form fome idea of my cafe as to health, 1 enclofe 
for-your perufal a copy of my journal, from which account 
you will not wonder at .my faying, that 1 can hardly deter
mine what is right for me to do. The do&or informed me 
two or three days ago that he thought I was not a fit fub- 
je<S for this country, and gave me no encouragement to 
expe& health if I ftayed here. I begin therefore to doubt 
of the propriety of my continuing here; and yet it is 
painful to me to think of leaving Africa. .Could I have 
health, I ihouid be delighted with the profpeft which I 
ihouid then have of ufefulnefs among the natives; and with 
great pleafure I ihouid purfue the plan of the million.—

Whilft



Whilft I write this I feel an earneft deiire, that God, my 
heavenly father, would grant me health that I -may be em-j 
ployed here. But I refign all to him. Should I not ftay 
in this country, I ihould wiih to go to America rather than 
return to England\ as perhaps I might, at foifte future time, 
be employed among the American Indians. Very glad 
ihould I be could I have the counfel and direction of thofe 
who have employed me; but thefe I have net at hand.

May other miflionaries be raifed up and fentout hither i 
Here feems to be free admiilion into every part of the 
country among the natives— fome parts are exceedingly 
populous. The town of Wongapong, a chief .town of the 
Soofees, perhaps about 150 miles from Free Town, con
tains foine thoufands of inhabitants. On my recovery 

•'from the firft attack of the fever, I went thither in a 
fchooner boat, belonging to fome of thè fettlers who were 
going to Wongapong to trade with the natives. They 
feem to have great confidence in the white people j having 
a very high opinion of their knowledge and their books.

I  ought to acquaint you with my obligations to the 
Company’s phyficians, who have been very attentive to me, 
and always ready when I needed their affiftance ; and a 
few days ago Governor M ac A u le y , fpeaking to me about 
my expences in the colony, 1 faid, I had the doftors bill to 
pay i when he kindly replied, that the doétors bill would be 

nothing neither for their attendance nor for medicines.

A ffe& ion ately  you r’ s, & c .

J. R. .

I T  is with concern that we inform the friends of 
the miffion that Mr. R o d  w a y ’s health has been fo inter
rupted almoft from his firft arrival in Africa, as to inca-

L  1 2 pacitatc
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¡»cítate him from making any attempts towards the c©Rr 
verfioh of the natives, and fully to convince us that his 
conftitution is not fuited to that climate. After a trial of 
more than eight months, it was judged neceffary by the fenior 
furgeon of the colony, that he fhould return to England*. He 
accordingly quitted Africay and arrived at Brijlol'm the latter 
end of September, 1796. Mr. R od w a v  brought with him 
the fulteft teftimonials of his amiable and becoming conduit, 
both' from the Governor, and the Baptiil Church at Sierra 
Leone f . W e have the pleafure alfo'to add, that fince his rer

*  Copy o f  the teftimony o f the Senior Surgeon.

** 'This is to certify that M r. R o d w a y ’ s  ftate o f health is ib 
much impaired by frequent attacks o f Remittant Fever, that I  think * 

voyage to-EN GLAND abfolutely neceffary to the recovery thereof.” .

Signed, “  L Q W E S , Senior Surgeon.”

Free Tow n, Sierra J-eor)e,

27th July, 1796.

f  Extraéis o f a letter from the Baptiil Church at Sierra Leone,

“  W e remember our friend and brother in God, J am es R o d w a y , 

He is now on his departure from us. W e are all forry for it j  but 

itfeems that this climate doth not agree with him. A ll  we can fay 
is, the will o f  the Lord be done.. Our prayers to Almighty God 

are for him, and all the Baptift Society. Ever fince he hath been 
with us his conduft has been worthy o f praife from every chriftian o f 

eyery denomination. His do&rjne is o f  Chrift; his counfel is gpod; 

his behaviour' is peaceable; fo that he has obtained the; good.will p f 

all who know him. W e recommend him tó all who love our Lord 

Jefus Chrift in fmcerity j and pray for his preservation over the deeps/’

Signed, D A V . G E O R G E , Pailor,

Free T ow n , JOHN C U T H B E R T , 7 .

July x t ,  1756. T H U T E R  P E T R IT , S

JOHN K IZ E L I ,, 1  

JOSEPH  R A M S E Y , [Deacon?. 

, * C A T O  BU R D E N , f

turn



[  2S7  ]

jc.grn, his health has been gradually recovering ; that, during 
fhe winter feafon, we hope, he may be able to attend in fome 
degree to village preaching at home; and if his health ihould 
be well eftabliihed by the fpring, that iome other country 
may be found to which he may be fent without injury to his 
conftitution. W e alfo hope that by that time a fuitable 
character may be found to accompany him.

The concern which we feel however on account of the 
difappointment refpe£ting Mr. R o d w a y , is but little when 
compared with that which refpe&s his colleague. It is 
with pain and grief that we inform the friends of the un
dertaking, that after all the encouraging appearances in 
Africa, a cloud has covered our affairs in that quarter, 
which threatens for the prefent, a total fufpenfion of our 
labors.

In the fecond letter that we received from Mr. G r ig g ,  
we perceived that he had imbibed fome prejudice againft a 
principal perfon in the colony at Sierra Leoney who had 
treated him kindly while in England, and had ihewn much 

cordial refpeft to our fociety. W e were at a lofs to ac
count for fuch a prejudice, efpecially as it appeared to us 
very unlikely to have any juft foundation whatever. Nor 
could we account for it in any other way than by fuppofing 
him to have been influenced by fome perfon or perfons in 

the colony who were pre-difpofed to imprefs the mind of 
our miifionary to that gentleman's difadvantage. Being 
immediately apprehenfive of the iflue to which fuch a fpirit 
might lead, we loft no time in writing to him, in the ftyle 
of ferious, but affectionate, expoftulation. But it feems 
that, before our letters could arrive, he had acted with fo 
much imprudence, and embroiled himfelf in fuch un
happy difputes, that the Governor conceived it necefiary 
to infill upon his leaving the colony. At this time we

•are
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are not abfolutely certain where he is. By the laft ac
counts which arrived in September it appears that he had 
a Choice of three expedients propofed to him. “  Either to 
go to England; or to Port Logo without delay, and not 
to return to the colony without leave; or to take his paf- 

fage in the firft ihip for America ** It feems he chofe the 
Jaft j and he may already be gone for America. It is pof- 
fible, however, that upon reflexion he may have feen and 
felt the impropriety of his conduit in indulging a fptrit of 
prejudice, and in interefting himfelf in the difputes of the 
colony j (in which he was, and ought to have confidered 
himfelf as, merely a fojourner, during the rainy feafon) 
and might prefer the fecond of thefe expedients. O f this 
we Chould have approved, if he be but duly fenfible of paft 
miftakes j but whether this be the cafe, is altogether un
certain. He may, ere this, have left Africa, and the mif- 
fion in that quarter have, for the prefent, confequently 
terminated,

•The above intelligence was received partly by a letter 
from the Governor, partly by another from Mr. G r ig g  
himfelf, and partly from converfation with Mr. R o d w a y  

after his arrival. We immediately called a Committee 
meeting, which was held at Guilfbprougb, 0 &. 6, 1796 j 
at which meeting this intelligence was laid before the 
committee, who juftified Mr. R o b  w a y ’s return, lamented 
Mr. G r ig g ’s behaviour i and refolved, That the thanks 
of the committee are due to the Governor of the colony 
for die concern he has manifefted for the interefts of our 
miilion in Africa, and that the Secretary be requefted to 
tranfmit the fame.

On fome confiderations, we could have wiihed, on ac
count of the difcgreeable part of the above intelligence, to 
have fuppreffed what had been before received of the agree

able;
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able ; but juftice to the undertaking, and thofe who have 
befriended it, feemed to us to require an explicit narra
tion of both the one and the other. Thofe encourage
ments which ex ¡fled in the early part of the feafon ftill 
exift. The natives of Africa difcover a wiliingnefs to hear 
the gofpel, and look up to white men with great refpe<9̂  
accounting it a favor that they will go thither to tnftru& 
them. Such a call to Europeans to go over and help 
them ought not to be concealed. W e truft that this, and 
even our prefent difappointment, will provoke us andqthers 
to greater exertions.

In addition to the above, the Committee beg leave to 
offer the following reflections— Firft, That it is a very 
myfterious inftance of Divine Providence, that two young 
men, who had both engaged, and we verily trufted, after 
clofe examination, from the pureft motives, in preaching 
the Gofpel to the heathen, ihould both for the prefent be 
obftru&ed in their work: that he who feemed likely to 

fucceed from the prudence and amiablenefs of his fpirit, 
ihould be incapacitated by afRi&ion j and he who was 
well able to endure the climate, and whofe fprlghtly powers 
were equal to the energy of his conftitution, Ihould inca
pacitate himfelf by the impropriety of his conduct! W e 
are not without apprehenfions that our own fpiritual de
feats may have contributed to this affliction. When we 
fent out our iirit miflion, it was a work altogether newj 
a path that we had not been ufed to walk in. W e there
fore trod every ilep of it with fear and trembling. 'Our 
fupplications to heaven were fervent, and continued. But 
perhaps having fucceeded in the firft inftance, we were 
lefs fearful, and lefs importunate with God in undertaking 
a fecond.

Secondly, It may be the defign of God, by covering 
this undertaking with a cloud for the prefent, to try us.

In



[  26o j

lo undertakings of this kind, we ought to lay our accouriil 
with a portion of difappointment. God may in fome in- 
ftances impede our progrefs by his own immediate hand; 
and in others may fuffer the perfons to whom the work 
is entrufted to aCt an unbecoming part. Examples may 
be permitted as a warning to other miffionaries that they 
ipeddle not in things foreign to their million. It has 
fallen to'our lot to give the firft warning of this kind ; we 
hope alfo it may be the laft: but whether it be, or not, we 
are fure it does not become us to be disheartened. Ifrael 
was repeatedly put to flight before Benjamin; and yet 
they did not defiflr, and ?t laft became victorious. If they 
could perfevere amidft difcouragement in the execution 
of juftice, we truft we {hail not be lefs difpofed to perfe- 
verance in the exercife of benevolence and mercy. When 
the ftandard-bearer of an army fainteth, or even when the 
body of an army is cut off, if it be a caufe in which 
peoples hearts are interefted, it is rarely known but that 
others ftand ready to take their place. When miffionaries 
amongft the Moravian brethren have died, or been flain 
by the favages, others have immediately ftepped forward, 
and offered their fervices. How is it with us ? Have we 
no fuitable characters exifting amongft us ? Surely we 
have fome ferious, upright, intelligent, tnodeft, prudent, 
and enterprizing young men in our churches, whofe hearts 
are warmly attached to Chrift, and who are willing to 
forego the enjoyments of civilised life, for the fake of 
promoting bis kingdom in the earth. F rom  ok c o n 

c e r n i n g  PERSONS OF T H IS D ESCRIPTIO N, WE SHOULD 

BE H A P P Y  TO RECEIVE THE E A R LIE ST  COMMUNICA

TIONS. There is an open door, both at Port Logo, and 
in the Soofee country, if fuitable perfons are but willing to 
enter in. For our parts, we declare, that if duty did not 
confine us to our prefent polls of aCtion, there are fever?*! 
of us who would cheerfully engage.

Thirdly*
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Thirdly, While we utterly disapprove of Mr. G r ig g ’-s 
conduCt, in interfering in concerns foreign to his midion, 
we cannot but entertain a hope that this painful event 
may be ultimately profitable even to him. Should he be 
hereby brought to reflection, and learn the neceffity of 
greater watchfulnefs, meeknefs, prudence, patience, and 
forbearance in his concerns with mankind, he may yet be 
an honorable and ufeful fervant of Jefus Chrift. He is a 
young man, and has had but 'little experience of men and 
things: we feel it to be our duty to hope and pray 
for him.

83* The Society having agreed to obferve a day of 
folemn failing and prayer, in relation to the important 
undertaking for which they have afTociated, do earneftly 
requeft their brethren, that, either as individuals in their 
clofets, or in their families, or with their refpe&ive 
churches or congregations (as ihali be moft agreeable 
and convenient) they will unite with them in devout ap
plication to the Throne of Grace, on W e d n e s d a y ,  
December 28, which is the day appointed for this fo- 

lemnity. Read Ezek. xxxvi. 23— 37.

M  m E F F O R T S
i
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E F F O R T S  O F  T H E  SO C IE T T ,

FOR. T H E

Propagation of the Gofpel at Home,

I n  our laft number (fee p. 153) it was 
ftated, that feveral perfons who had been applied to for 
fupport in propagating the Gofpel among the Heathen, 
had obje£ted to making efforts for this purpofe abroad, 
whilft there was fo much to be done at home j ieveral 
parts of our own kingdom being provided with few* if any, 
means of evangelical inftruCtion. This fuggeftion being 
taken into ferioiis confideration at a genera! viaenng.of 
the fociety at Birmingham, Sept. 16, 17955 it wv a- ..---d 
to lay a plan of Village Preaching before our friends, 
through the medium of our Periodical Accounts, in order 
to be governed by their opinion in connecting fome en
deavors for the fpread of the Gofpel in our own country, 
with our exertions among the heathen, which was printed 
at the clofe of No. IL

This propoial, as far as we could learn, met the ge
neral approbation of the contributors to our funds; and 

fome of our correfpondents exprefled their approbation in 
terms unequivocal and ftrong.

In the month of May it was fuggefted by one of 
our brethren,* that the interefts of religion might be ad
vanced by employing two of our minifters as itinerants 
for a few weeks, whilft their own congregations might 
be fupplied by two of the fludents from the Briftol Aca
demy (the fummer vacation beginning about that time) 

during which feafon they would be difengaged;— that

brethren
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brethren S t e a d m a n ,  of Broughton, and Sa f f e r y ,  of 
Salijbury> would be fuitable perfons to itinerate; and 
that the county of Cornwall would be a deiireable place 
to make the experiment.

This propofal having been highly approved by feveral 
refpe&able minifters, who were not of the Committee, 
and brethren S a f f e r y  and S t e a d m a n  being willing 
to undertake the work, it was refolved to fend them out 
under the patronage of the Society.

Accordingly, after a folemn meeting of prayer,- for 
their direftion and fuccefs, held at Sarumy Monday, June 
27, 1796, they fet out for Cornwall.

It might appear oftentatious to prefent our readers 
with their Journal at large, and on the other hand unfatif- 
faCtory to thofe to whom we look up for fupport, if 
no account of their labors were given them, we {hall 
therefore extraCt from their journal merely a lift of the 
towns and villages where they preached, the places in 
which they delivered their difcourfes, the fubje&s they 
preached from, and the number of hearers who in the 
feveral places attended their miniftry 5 to which we ihall 
annex a few general obfervations.

The firft Lord’s-day they fpent at Plymouth and 
Plymouth Dock, and on the Monday united with the 

brethren in another meeting of prayer in the veftry of 
the Baptift: Meeting of the latter town, from whence 
they commenced their operation in Cornwall in the fol
lowing order.

M m  2 A B S T R A C T
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ABSTRACT OF THE MISSIONARIES JOURNAL. o*

Ât/rU

T im *

j# 4»
5»
S»
6,
7*
7»

S,

9»

In the third 

Preacher: .

Bro. Safferjy V 
Steadman» M 
Saffery, 
Steadman, 
Satfery, 
Ditto, 
Steadman, 
Ditto, 1. .
Satftry,’ ' 
Ditto, i

C*lumn B . denotes Borotigh Towns, and M . Market ToWns— the others are Villages.

Town or Villagt. Place o f preaching. Hearers, H o u r ~

Saltafh, B . 
Cawfand f  
Bolus Fleming 
Land rake 
Ditto
Lifkeard, B .‘ 
Ditto
Loftwithiel, B .
Ditto,
St. Â u ftk , M .

Baptift Meeting,
Ditto Ditto,
Private Houfe,
Out of Doors,
Private Houfe,
Town Hall,
Dittò,
Under the Town Hall, 
Ditto,
Market Hòufe,

2 Cor. xiii. 5 
John i. 45 
Luke xiii. 23 
John xiv. 6 

£Rom. ix. 33 
’ 2 Cor. v. 20 )  

A ils  xvii. 31 $
• Luke xix. 41, 42 7 

A i ls 1 xiii. 38 i  
Heb. ii. 3

•70 7 m the evening
60 6 ditto
40 8 ditto , r— t

100 7 d ittoj
80 9 ditto K»'

500 7 ditto ' 4^

150 7 ditto |l t—i

200 7 dittp

•  W^ere the number o f  hearers was dubious, it is uniformly Hated at the lowed computation.

f  Cawfand is not in Cornwall, but only feparated from it by a finall rivulet, which divides it from Ktngfand.

t  After brother St e a d m a n  had preached, brother S a f f e r y  aiked the people if  they would come and hear a fo-mon at five 
o ’clock on themorrow morning, and was anfwered in the affirmative; but a few minutes after a perfon came and requefted 
him to preach that evening in the adjoining houfe, inftead o f the morrow morning. i

fl A t this, and at all other plaees where both prcached, the fermons were ihort, and the whole concluded in about two hours.

Time.

July 10,

10,
JO,
11,

' 12,

iz ,
*3»

H»
*5’
»S>

17*

•-1*
*7>

l8, 
1 18,

»9»

Preacher,

Bro. Saffery,

Steadman,
Ditto,
Ditto,

Saffery,

Steadman,
Saffery,
Ditto,
Steadman,

i Ditto, 
SafFerv, 
Steadman, 
Saffery,

Town or Village, 

St. Auftle, M .

Polruan, 
Fowey, B . 
Mevagifley, M.,

Grampound, B .

Tregony, B. 
Grampound, B .

Trurc, B .

* Flufhing,

Falmouth, M .
Penryn, B.

Steadman, Penzance,

¿affery*

■ Steadman, 
8affery, 

-»Steadman* 
tjiffery,

ÎHeiftone, B.
Confteriton,

H el itone, B. * 
Marazion, M . 
Penzance, M . 
Dittoj 
St. Ives, B .

Place of preaching. 

Independent Meeting,

SubjeSis. Hearers. Hour.

Out of Doors, 
Independent Meeting, 
Ditto Ditto, 

r  Meeting Houfe erefiled 
< , for the ufe o f> both 
C Bap. & Independ. 

Independent Meeting, 
A s above,

Independent Meeting,

Methodift Meeting,

Baptiil Meeting,
Town Hall,
Old Meeting- Houfe, 

in which both the Bap. 
and Indep. worihip, 

New-Meeting,
In a back Yard,
Private Houfe,
Market Houfe, 
Methodift Meeting, 
New Meeting,
Ditto,
In the Street,

i

5 G al. ii. 20
Eph. ii. 5 
Luke xiv. 17 
Judg.in. 20 
Matt. xi. 1 ,2  
2 TheiT. i. 10

1
P fal.xc. 12

Phil. iii. 8 
Gal. vi. 16 

5 Jude, xx. 1 
I  Jude, xxi. 3 
5 Judg, iii. 20 7
1  lJfal. iv. 4 S

A£ls, xiii. 26 
Job ix. 4

C Ifa. liii. 11 
I G al. iv. 19

Numb, xxxii. 23 
Rev. xxii. 17 
Mark vi. ,12 

' 2 Cor. v, 1 1 
Phil. iii. 9 
Mai. iii. 14 
Matt. xxii. 5. 
Ifa. lvii. 20, 21

150
200
200

60

35
40

200-

•200 .

9°
130

300
400

500

50
IÔO
600'
200'
200
150

1000

morning
afternoon
evening
afternoon
evening 

7 in the evening

7 ditto

V ditto  ̂ :
. 6 in the morning

7 in the evening 

7 ditto

ditto 
ditto ;I

morning
afternoon

evening 
51 in the morning 
: > afternoon

evening 
7 in the evening 
7 ditto
7 ditto
7 ditto

§v



Timt* Preacher. Town or Village. Place of preaching.
Subjefls. Hearers. Hour.

July so> Bro. Steadman, 
20» Saffery,
j jl ,  Steadman,
21, Saffery,
22, Steadman,
2 2 , Saffery,
23, Steadman,
23, Saffery,

Ste*dman>

«Ç*

6̂»

2

Safety,

Saffery,
Steadman,
Ditto,
Saffery,
D itto ,
Steadman,

Mouiehole 
: MadrOn,

S<nan •
St. Juft,
Newlyn, 
Marazion, M . 
Redruth, M . 
Chafcwater,

Ditto,

i Truro, B .
Shortlane’ s-end,

Truro, B. 
Redruth, M . 
Camborne, 
Truro, B.
St. Agnes,

St* Michael, B.

Out o f  Doors, 
Horfe-block,
Private Houfe,
Street,
Ditto,
Methodift Meeting, 
Street, # . .
Baptift Meeting,

Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Street,
Ditto,
Baptift Meeting, 

v Independent Meeting,
The P it f ,
.Private Houfe,

Numb, xxm 
Matt. v. 20 
1 TheiT. i. 10 
Gen. xxxii. 17 
Afts V. 42 
j John i. 9 

'  John iii. 16 
Heb. iv. 16 

r  Luke xi. 13 
\  Ifa. xk 8. 
¿John xxi. 17 

t  Pet. i. 10 
Phil, iii- 8 

' Luke xvi. 23 
$eb. vii. 
Lulte 3tv. 10 
Neh. ii. 18 
Numb, xxiii- 
John vii. 37 
John xix. 5

*9

19

600
100

10
600

'¿a600 
\oo 
200 

35° 
3S<> 
209 
100 
400 
800 
400 
150 
«00 
70 b 

60

7 in the evening 
7 ditto

'7  ditto 
Half paft 6 evening 

7 in the evening 
7 ditto
7 ditto
7 ditto

morning 
afltembon 
evening 
morning 
afternoon 
*WHDg 

7 in the evening 
>7: ' ditto 

Half paft 6 evening 
7 in the evening 
7 ditto 

Half paft 7  evening

*  A  Tillage, the Uft inhabited place in the kinp101” ’ rijfewarer and Redrulb. It

fo that i. has the »weagnee of
Î toay fee the fpeaker. T h u  was a famous preaching p»acc 01

Time. Treacher.

July 29» Bro. Steadman, 
29, 'Saffery,

j i ,  Stc*dman, Ditto,

Town or VtUagt, P ia ti é f preaching*

Methodift Meeting, 
Independent Meeting,

:r  Ditto,

Subjefis. Hearers. Hoar.

Padftow, M . 
Bodmin, B .

A u g .

3*,

it

*♦
V.%

3»
3»
3*
4*
4»
4»

Saffery, Launcefton, B .

"Steadman,
Saffery,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Steadman,
Ditto, !■
Satfery,
Steadman,/
Saffery,

Îteadman,? 
«ffery, i

Üdy,
- IT rewarlet, 

Camelford, B. 
Bofcaftle, M . 
Tintagel, B . • 
Camelford, B . 
Trefparne, 
Launceftòn, B .
Ditto

Lilkeard, B . f

i  Town. Hall,

Baptift Meeting,

ArttM Hall,
Private Houfe,
Ditto,
Tow n Hall,
Methodift Meeting, 
Town Hall,
Methodift Meeting, 
■Private Houfe, 
Independent Meeting} 
Baptift Meeting,

Tow n Hall,

Luke xiii. 5 
 ̂ Luke vii. 41— '43 

5  1 Pet. ii. 7 
1 Heb. xiii. B 

A its  v. 42

5Pfal. Ixxviii. 9, I I 
Luke x i. 1 
T it. ii.. 14 
Rom. iii. 5, 6 
£ph. ii. 12 
John xiv. 6 
Gal. vi. .15 
•1 Pet. i. 9 
Ifa. lv. 7

'• 5..i 
Ifa. xxxm. 14
T it . ii. 13
Luke ix. 31

5 Col. i. 27 t  I
4 Luke xiii. 24 i

400
60

'50
So

300

S
100
500»

80
100
200
200
2CO

lE
400
4«

600

7 in the evening H 
7 ditto 

morning 
afternoon 
evening 

7 in the morning 
11 ditto

afternoon 
evening 

7 in the evening ^  
7 ditto
i  afternoon ^
7 evening on
7 ditto
5 in thé morning 
j  afternoon 1—»
y evening
7 morning

7  in the*evening

*  Tifltagel ia in the liberti« of the borough o f BofRfley,the town hali being fituated at the former

t  O . b ^ e , “ d
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Tone. 
Aug. 5,

6*
7t

9>
10,
ii»

12,

14*

Preacher*
Bro. Saffery, 

Steadman, 
Ditto,

" Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Saffery, -j 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Steadman* 
Saffery, 
Steadman, 
Saffery, 
Steadman, 
Saffery, 
Steadman, 
Saffery, 
Steadman, 
Saffery,
Steadman,
D itto,'
Ditto,

Satiety,

, Town er Village,
' Weft Looe, B .
St. Auftle,-M . 
Grampound, B . 
Ditto,

* Tregony, B. 
Grampound, B .

' Fowey, B .
Polruan.
Fowey, B .
Probus,
MevagifTey, M . 
Grampound, B. 
Tregony, B.
Truro, B .
Ditto,
Flufhing,
Feoc,
Penryn, B .
St. Mawes, B . . 
Hejftone, B . , 
Merther uni 
Helftone, B .

Falmouth, M .

P latt t f  preaching.
Independent Meeting, 
Market Room,
Meeting Houle, ' 
Ditto,
Independent Meeting, 
Meeting Houfe, 
Independent Meeting, 
Street,

Independent Meeting, 
Methodift Meeting, 
Independent Meeting, 
Meeting Houfe, 
Independent Meeting, 
Baptift Meeting,
Ditto,

'Private Houfe,
Ditto,
Independent Meeting, 
Independent Meeting, 
Back Yard,
A  Meadow,
Market Houfe,

Baptift Meeting,

' Subjects,
Rom. viii. g 
A & s  xvi. 34 
PfaJ. cxxvi. 3 
John i. 14 
Col. i, 47 
Pfa. cxix. 158 

V 1 Cor. x. 13 ,  
Lukexviii. 13 
Eph. ii. 12 
Heb. vii. 25 
R ev.xiy . 4 • 
Ifa. xxv. g 
Joih. xxiv. ic  
Phil, iii 1 
Eph. iv. 27 
John viii. 21 
Col. iii. 2.
1 Theff. ii. 13 
Pfal. x i. 7 3 
Phil. iii. 8 
Joh nix. ac 
Luke x . 42 

f  2 Cor. vi. 1 
I  I Cor. xi. 24, 25

ffe  arm ,
86

i£o
30
90

13°
150 
40 

100 
80 

140 
140 
100 
60 

120 
80 
70 
50 30 
So

Htur,
7 in the evening 
7 ditto 
7 ditto

morning 
afternoon 
evening 

9 in the morning 
afternoon 

\ _ evening 
7 in the evening 
2 afternoon*
7 evening
7 ditto •
7 4 ditto 
6 in the morning

206
500

90
120

 ̂evening 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

morning 
afternoon 
evening 
morning 
afternoon f-* . J  « u v j u u u u y

t  Admimftered the Lord’s Supper, the church having no pftor.

Time, Preacher,
A u g. 14 , Bro. Safieiy, 

i f *  Ditto,
lOt

*7»

18,

19»

I  20,

Steadman,
Saffery,
Steadman,
Ditto,.
Safieiy;
Ditto,
Ditto,
Steadman,
Ditto,
Saffery,
Steadman,
Ditto,
Ditto,.
Ditto,

Jtainm, B . 
Merther uni 
St. Ives, B . 
Penzance, M . 
Ditto,
Marazion, ..M, 
Moufehole, 
Penzance, M . 
Camborne, 
Redruth, M .

. Truro, B...
St. Day, 
Truro, B . 
Helftone, B. 
Merther uni, 
Helftone, B .

Town Hall,
A  Meadow,* 
Street,.
New Meeting, * 
Ditto,
Methodift Meeting-, 
Street, e
New Meeting, 
Street^.
Ditto,
Baptift Meeting, 
Market ¡Crofs, 
Baptift Meeting^ 
Back Yard, 
Orchardy..
Market Houfe, i

Ifa. xiv. 9 
Matt. vii. 2 i—2 i 
I T im . i. ¡p
1 Tim . iii. ifi 
A6ts xiv. 23 
■Matt. x i. 12 
Lam. v. 16 
John i. 42 
John iii, 7
2 Tim . i, 12 
Eph. i. 6
I Tim . iii. 16 

John iv. 1 II 
Ifa. liii. 11
Ejph. i. 6 
Titus ii. 13

300
120

1000
200
IOO
200

aoof
45-

250
200
!S°
700

£
300
2J0

# evening 
7 in the evening-. 
7 ditto .
7 ditto
o in the m orning 

7 "  evening

6 morning 
- evening

H alf paft £ ditto
7 t»n the evening 

Half paft 6 ditto
6 in the morning 
9 ditto 

afternoon 
evening•0 ĵpr 4* * ' evening

t  Had *t be* 7  # by attenti0B 0f the audicnce» «‘» P ^ cd  a peculiar

* ' ' f . II I t  wafi  a*  fliA  . -  -
U It wa8 at th«'adminiAration o f the ordinance o f baptiifo.



Time. Preacher. Town or Village. Place of preaching. Subjefit. Hearers. Hour.

A ug. z r ,  Bro. Saffery, 
Ditto,

22, Ditto, 
Ditto,

23, Steadman, 
Saffery,

24, Steadman, 
Saffery,

25, Steadman, 
Saffery,

26, Steadman, 
Saffery,

Chaicwater,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Truro, B. 
Launcefton, B . 
St. Michael, B . 
Launcefton, B . 
St. Columb, M . 
Liikeard B . *  
Port ! fine 
St . Stephens 

Padftow, M .

28, Steadman, Launccfton, B .

Saffery,

39, Steadman,
Saffery,

30» Steadman,

Bodmin, B .

Newport, B. 
Loftwithiel, B . 
Kel!ington,f

Baptift Meeting, 
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
T ow n Hall, 
Independent Meeting, 
Ditto,
Town Hall,
On the Beach, 
Private Houfe, 
Methodift Meeting,

Baptift Meeting,

Town Hall, 
Independent Meeting, 
Ditto,
Town Hall,
Street,
Under Town Hall, 
Inn Yard,

M att. x ix . 30 100
Eccl. ix . 10 200
Exod. xxiii. 30 80
Pfal. cxxxviii. 2 100
Pfa. X X v i. 9 40
Pfa. c x l i v .  15 70
John xii. 2» 70
Ifa. Iv. i 70
1 ThefT. ii. 13 650
2 Cor. vi. z  IOO
Pfal. ix . 17 50
Ifa. 1 x xiii. 28 IJO

J Ifa. x x x ii. ic  20
\  Phil. ii. i 50

John ix. 35 350
Matt. ix . 37, 38 40
Matt. xii. 21 60
I Cor. vi. g ,  l o  20 0
Ifa. Iii. 7 50
Matt. vi. 33 150
Cor. i. 23 120

morning 
evening 
morning 

7 in the evening
7 ditto
8 ditto
7 ditto
7  ditto
7 ditto

Half pall 6 evening 
Ditto 7 ditto 

7 in the evening 
morning 
afternoon' 
evening* 
morning 
afternoon 
evening 

7 in the evening 
O ditto

Half paft 7 ditto

to
' j
O

*  He began with three people.

t  I* b e in g  harvcil time, the lervice began fo la t?  that before the fermon was entered upon th e  ftars appeared—-a large lime-tree fpread 
i t f c l f  over n e a r ly  a l l  th e  aflembly, and thefe circumftances, added to the fei io u in e fs  of the auditory, rendered th e  opportunity 
h i g h l y  lo lc m n  a-.U d e l ig h t f u l ,  w h i i f t  th e  preacher in f i l le d  o n  the interefting topic of Chrift c r u c if ie d  for U9.

tim e. Preacher. Town or Village. Place of preaching.

Aug. 30,
31»

Bro. Saffery, 
Steadman,

Liikeard, B .
St. Germans, B .

Tow n Hall, 
Private Houfe,

Subjefts.

Rom. iii. 20 
Gen. iii. 7

Hearers. Hour.

500 7 in the evening
70 Half paft 7 ditto

■-»•»a g li to o »»

The firft of September they came to Plymouth and Plymouth Dock, where they preached, as alfo at Exeter, r - .
Wellington, and Bradford, a village near Wellington, on their return to Salifbury, to which place they ^
were mercifully brought the feventh o f  September. Brother S t e a d m a n  was, on Thurfday, to preach ^
at a village near Salt/bury, and arrived Tit Broughton in fafety, on Friday evening the ninth, having been 

aWent ten weeks and four days.

General
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General Observations) extratied from the 'Journal sf 
the Mijfionaries.

rr»
1. 1  H E reports fo current to the Eaftward, of 

the ignorance and barbarifm of the inhabitants of this 
county, and particularly of the tinners, we perceived were 

totally unfounded. Whatever the tinners may have been 
formerly, they certainly are now as intelligent, decent, 
and inoffeniive a race of men as can be found among the 
laboring clafles in any part of the kingdom. W e never 
law any inftance of rudenefs, never received any infult 
from them j and as to their behavior under the wprd, it 
does them the greateft honor.

As to the inhabitants at large, we believe they are 
as intelligent, and much more civil, than in any jother 
county. This we judge from our own experience, as 
we apprehend it will hardly be fuppofed we could take fuch 
an extenfive circuit upon the fame bufinefs through any 
other county, and meet with little or no oppoiition.

It muft be acknowledged, that the inhabitants of the 
north-eaffc part of the county appear lefs intelligent, and 
lefs inclined to hear, than the more fouthern and wefterly 

people; but even thefe are not inferior to what may be> 
found in mod other counties.

2. As to the ftate of religion, it muft be confefletj 
that the Jabors and fuccefs of Mr. W e s l e y  have proved, 
in various re/pe&s, a great blefling to the county, anri 
ferved greatly to reprove the indolence of diffentcrs in 
reference to if, whilft it held out a Jeflbn which they have 
hitherto negle&ed to learn.

Eyery
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Every thing feems to have been favorable to exertions  ̂

apd had there been able minifters to make them, in all 
probability their fuccefs would have been great. Should 
any more miflionaries be fent into this county, we are 
fully convinced, that ftated minifters of fome experience 
are by far the moft proper to be employed.

3. It appears to us defireable that ibmething more 
permanent ihould be attempted. Occaiional millions will 
do good, but unlefs thefe are conftantly kept up, thofe who 
may be ferioufly imprefled with a fenfe of religion, will be 
fcattered abroad, no regular focieties formed, and the va
luable ends of the million be very partially accompliihed.

.Could two or three minifters of talents anda&ivity be 
prevailed with to go down and fettle, and be aijifted in 
point of fupport for a year or two, there is little doubt of 
their raifing congregations, founding churches, and looa 
relieving their brethren from the neceifity of affording them 
pecuniary afEftance. W e know not why any ihould be 
relu&ant to go; certain it is that there are greater en
couragements to preaching here than in moft other places, 
as many parts of the county are populous, and the people 
ip general difpofed to hear.

4> W e ought not to conclude without acknowledg
ing the great goodnefs of God, in preferving and fupport- 
ing us through the whole work. Though we travelled 
upwards of nine hundred miles, and that in different forms, 
and frequently were obliged to walk through heavy rains, 
yet we met with no material accident: and though we 
preached twice as much as ever before, and frequently to 
numbers in the open air, we received no injury whatever.

Our
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Qar ftrength held out, and our health (except the few 
days brother S a f f e r y  lay  ill at Cbafewater)  continued 
unimpaired j and we were brought home as well as we fet 
ottt, and brother S t e a d m a n  much better. Our churches 
were w ell  fupplied, and nothing of a painful nature had 
occurred, either in them or in our families, during our 
abfence. Thus have we found the truth of that promife, 
4s. thy days fo  ¡hall thy Jirength be.

Extracts from a letter written at the requeft of the 

Societŷ  hy Mr. H i n t o n ,  of Oxford*.

W IT H IN  thefe three years I have been induced, 
by advice of friends and a hope of the divine bleiBng,tomake 
feveral attempts to remove the grofs Spiritual darknefs 
which u covers the people” in almoft every place around 
us. In four places we have endeavored tp ere& the gofpel 
ftandard» in two only have we met with any fuccefs : and, 
all things confidered, our progrefs more than equals my 

hopes, though it falls far fhort of my wiihes.

In a village within one mile of Oxford, we have been 
prevented from obtaining a place of worihip, although it 
had been promifed. You have heard of the violent perfecu- 
tion which Satan raifed, and God permitted, to drive us 
from a neighboring town at feven miles difUnce, from

•  Sec page 239.
which
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which we were obliged to flee at the extreme hazard of 
our lives.

After this it was with difficulty that I xxjuld find friends 
who poflefled fufficient fortitude to accompany me to 
Wbeatly, a village fix miles Eaft of Oxford, Where, how
ever, it pleafed God to fupport me in preaching once a 
fortnight, with very few exceptions, for more than two 
years. Perfecution has been chiefly confined, at Wbeatly, 
to ill names, curfes, See. For the firft fummer, novelty 
drew great crouds to hear, and envy foon found means to 
leflen them; but after every deduilion, there remains a 
iieady congregation of eighty or a hundred perfons, and 

on LordVday evenings in fummer we have very pleafing 
acceflions from other towns and villages round. In feveral 
inftances the heads of families have been reformed; in fe
veral others, I have no doubt, fome have been truly con
verted. Many come to Oxford Meeting when the wea
ther permits, though the diftance is too great in bad feafons. 
One friend has joined the church j three others are 
thought very proper fubje&s. God grant that the dawn 
of light, which we hope we fee in many, may encreafe 
to the perfe& day.

The other village, where I have, as yet, preached but 
twice, is Oddington, feven miles N. E. of Oxford, and five
S. W . of Bicejler. A pious farmer, lately come thither, 
has regiftered his houfe, and the neighbors flock willingly 
to hear “  the joyful j o u n d When Bicefier people 
(now deftitute) ilaall be favored with a paftor, I have much 
hope that this, and the neighboring villages, fo awfully 
negle&ed as to their fpiritual concerns, will be fupplied 
occafionally both from Bicefier and Oxford.

I cannot



I cannot think that we ought to be difcouraged though 
b u ttc a few”  are converted. The primitive churches were 
evidently moft of them fmall aflemblies ; nor would fixty 
or eighty people in a bam be thought unworthy the inftruc- 
tion of a P a u l  or a B a r n a b a s , were they ftill on earth. 
Perfevering zeal in humble dependence on God is the great 
quality 1 need. “  Nil defperandum”  was the motto of 
J o n a s H a n w a v — w Hope to the end*”  if I  muft have 
one, (hall be mine. God helping us, we can do all things, 
if  we ftrive together for the faith of the gofpel.

[  a7 6  }
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Pia. first time.

L o  th a t L o rd  is G od’s d ear Son: S u f f ’r in g  m  the Sinner’s room . He a v e rts  th e  a w .  fu l d o o m . 

F o r .
W h o so  w ith  an hum ble m ind

T he L o r d  a d o re s , fi.aU  peace and f a f e . t y  f in d .  A n d  fro m  fig h in g , Sin  and d y in g . Be fo r  e v e r ,  e v e r  fre e d  e v e r  fr ^ e d .

8 .  C h o r u s

O who be_ _ sides J e - s u s  Christ, whom we a_ dore, c'an 'a sin -  fu l  s i u l  re _ store
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i .  ,  L¡<2¿ĉ 2cv ./S'/àP4 û fjf£r*+ À

G * %&&•**§ &?

< £ *O x X w * * * ¿ 0

£** Ci
y *  i 4.  ? ‘f c ~ + c ¿ * i0 * -

~n a .* * / .  911 ;//«w ¿
ÿér/̂ rt ï7teLy * ¿7)

//. C-ïnfcrJ, ï 
S'. iÿ o o L i* .y

j .
O0iU~~+f 

JimTQimom/íti'í 
C * , £ t v m ’f/\ ,'a ~ % y
c. h . r-fosk* #«* -0 ^ / i ^ t ' Ê f C X t .

tJO + m ls
CO. Á tíu y J í

J'/íe t& Á  tilH 

• *W*>«i"Abv'
•y

■ ■i ¿ » i
> « í / « v

1&CÙ
S£+?**/*y

r/ui/. t i j r s  

ofim  ÍT 1  e¿C
^ M I O U C c * ^

7Sr>«+£far
••Tit+fti&y - -

’«■J /#¿/

rru*¿3.-i8/¿ü

nr<*2f«yr
/ C +4

4^rw»>/*^ ó r t -  

/1-

w ^/ r » ? r í *  e  rw

jí» »// <n¿

?7A ~ j ? Áy
C

^ î v a < t  
7 S  a t n t

^ Í ’í C *

Ìe.^Co*V£ tsloryÿ |fu!b< !*»•



THE Indian Tune which is prefixed to 
this Number, is now commonly Jung by many 
Bramins, and others, in the neighborhood of 
the Mifftonaries, a few miles to the northward 
<f M alda, in B e n g a l .  The natives, however, 
it Jeems, have no mufical char after, nor have 
they any notion of finging in more than one 
part i yet, our mifftonaries objerve, thattf it is 
4mazing to hear bow tuneable they Jing toge
ther** The air was written by brother 
F o u n t a i n ,  after hearing it fung by a Pundit, 
till he was mafier of every note— the other 
farts have been added by me of our brethren, 
Jince it came to England. The firfi verfe of 
the Bengalee H ym n , to which the tune is 

Jung, is placed beneath the notes in Englijh 
char afters; and as there is no hymn in our 
language of a metre Juited to the tune, the 

following verftm of the Bengalee Hymn is Jub- 
joined, to which it may be Jung,

 — ■

■CHORUS*

W ho beiides, O  who beiides 
J e s u s  C h r is t  whom we adore,
Can a finful foul reftore, 

tTrom hell’ s lafting and tremendous gloom? 
Sad, but righteous doom,

W here jo y  can never come— never come.
W ho but C h r is t  the Lord,

T h e everlafting word,
C an  the fmalleft help afford!

LO ,

-'o e’/f‘

T  *• 1J L iO , that Lord is God’ s dearfon;
SufFring in the iinners room,

H e averts the awful doom.
W hofo with an humble mind,

This Lord adores, {hall peace and fafety find, 

And from iighing,
Sin and dying,

Be for ever, ever freed— ever freed.

C h o r u s .— O  who beiides 

J es u s  C h r is t ,  whom we adore,
Can a linful foul reftore ?

3.

Search the fpacious world around:
W ho on this polluted ground,

Free from iin can e’ er be found?

One alone excepted ftands—
He only did fulfil Heav’ns high demands ; 

This is J e s u s ,
Give him praifes,

*Tis the Savior of mankind.

C h o r u s . - —O  w h o b eiides, & c .

3-
Pitying iinners helplefs cafe,
In our world the Prince o f Grace,

Came to fave our ruin’d race.
W hofoe’er this truth receives,

J e s u s  adores, and on his fulnefs lives,

Safe from evil,
Death and devil,

That’ s the man that will get free.

C h o r u s .'—O who beiides, & c .

4 » J esus

J esus by believers known,
God and man in perfon/ one,
That he might our iins atone;

N ow , a fov'J reign fceptre fways,

W orthy o f love and univerfal praife.

B y his merit,
Grace and fplrit,

M an alone can heav’n obtain.

C h o r u s .— O  who beiides, & c . 

S-
Now the heav’ nly teacher view!
Sinners, hark! he fpeaks to you,
And his words are very true.

“  W hofo thirfts my grace to prove,
<e W ith  pure and living ftreams of heav'nly love, 

“  Freely flowing,
“  Life beftowing,

* *  I ’ ll refreih for evermore.’ *

C h o r u s .— O  who beiides, & c . 

6.
Therefore O  m y foul adore,
Love and truft the Savior more,

Sound his praife from ihore to fhore.
He is a fubftantial friend ;

He’ ll guide, and keep, and blefs thee to the end. 

Glory, honor,
, Praife, and power 

Be for ever to his name.

C h o r u s .— O  who beiides 

J e s u s  C h r is t ,  whom we adore,

C an  a finful foul reftore?

4 .
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