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W a rd  from  xxut? $$issixms*

A  Bright Beam from South America.
BY REY. THOMAS B. W OOD.

B is h o p  F o s t e r  has come and gone. We liope he 
will reach you ere this does, so as to meet with the 
Board before its adjournment and plead the cause 
of South America. He has made s©me discoveries 
here, and we are anxi®us that he should enlighten 
the Board and the Church by giving an account of 
them; but he was here too short a time to get 
thoroughly posted so as to be able to present as 
strongly as it deserves the importance of this mis
sion. His flying trip has enabled him to com
prehend the general features of the situation here. 
He sees the necessity of an advance, and also seems 
to understand the great and urgent opportunity 
that is open here just now. We are highly encour
aged by this, and hope that the testimony of a 
living witness describing what he has seen and 
heard on the ground will produce far more impres
sion on the Church than any pen-sketches we can 
give. In fact we always feel at a great disadvan
tage in writing home about our work, insomuch 
that we are almost constrained not to write at all; 
for if we tell of our successes and prospects, it 
seems like blowing one’s own horn; if we talk of 
trials and difficulties, it seems like an effort to ex
cite sympathy and attract attention unduly; and if 
we plead for interest and help in our work, urging 
its needs and claims on the Church, it seems too 
much like special pleading. Besides all, our long 
separation from home and our familiarity with af
fairs here make it impossible to judge well what 
will be thought at home over our representations 
of things here. We are often surprised at the 
strange notions that are produced by our letters, 
as manifested in replies that we receive and other
wise. The slow communication between us and 
home makes it impossible to correct false impres
sions in time to be of any avail when the matter is 
of importance. By the Bishop’s visit here we are 
convinced that neither he nor the Board nor the 
Church have heretofore had any thing like an ade
quate conception of the state of affairs in South 
America. This is the first episcopal visit ever made 
to this immense field. We hope for great good to 
come of it. It has put us and the Church in 
more direct communication. We have discovered 
through the Bishop, better than we could in any 
other way, the ideas that prevail at home, and we 
have put him in possession of the main ideas, that 
can be gathered only in the mission field, that he 
may impart them to the Church more clearly than 
it is possible for us to do by any amount oí writing.

Bishop Foster spent a Sunday with us here, 
preaching in English in the forenoon, visiting our 
little Sunday-school, being present at the Spanish

service in the afternoon and preaching again at 
night, to my intense relief, with a Sunday of almost 
entire rest, and the delight of us all with his dis
courses. He has found Rosario a particularly in
teresting point. It is really three hundred miles 
inland, but its situation on one of the greatest 
rivers of the globe makes it, even at that distance 
from the sea, a port for direct foreign commerce. 
It is the key to the whole interior of Spanish South 
America, having on the east the Argentine Meso
potamia, bounded by the rivers Uruguay and 
Parana; on the north Paraguay and Bolivia, acces
sible through the tributaries of the Parana; on the 
west and north-west eleven of the Argentine prov
inces, whose natural communication with the At
lantic world is through this city; and on the far 
west the Andine region, whose culminating ridge 
separates this republic from Chili and the broad 
interior from the narrow Pacific slope. In that 
ridge there are only three gaps, through two of 
which railways are already projected to connect 
the chief seaports of Chili with the River P&rana 
at Rosario. All the railway system of the interior 
must be connected with these great lines, and must 
center here.

This “  interior” occupies the temperate zone of 
South America, the zone of power and of value, 
with great commercial cities on both its- margins, 
great rivers traversing it through and through, 
great plains of every variety,, from the treeless pam
pas to the tropical forests, great mountain chains 
full of valleys rich with all sorts of mineral wealth. 
Its inhabitants are partly pure Spanish, more pure 
Indian, and mostly mixtures of these two in all 
degrees, dwelling in densely populated cities, scat
tered towns and villages, and sparsely-settled wil
dernesses. It presents a state of society perhaps 
unparalleled in any part of the world, being a 
strange compound of an ancient civilization with 
a modern barbarism. Its culture and civilization 
are old Spanish, with the type but little changed 
by time or transplanting. Its religion is Romish, 
of the deadest and deadliest variety. Its barba
rism is sui generis, not brigandage, not the savage 
state—it is simply Christian civilization lira wild. 
This country should be a study to the Christian 
world, to teach, by a tremendous object-lesson, that 
the form of Christianity without its power cannot 
save from idolatry or savagery. It should be studied 
especially by American Methodism, whose duty it 
is to enter the Platte valley and prophesy on these 
dry bones. If Methodism cannot reach them noth
ing can. If it is not the duty of North Americans 
to evangelize South Americans it is no one’s. 
These points need a forcible putting. We hope 
Bishop Foster will be able to make them clear, and 
that the Board and the Church will give them good 
heed.

Just now is an important time. An intellectual
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awakening is going on throughout the land. It is 
very recent, embracing a period of but few years. 
Before it came every thing seemed to be going 
from bad to worse, but now there are hopeful signs 
on every hand. Its very beginning has already 
changed the political and industrial aspect of the 
republic. The days of anarchy and priestcraft, 
idleness and ignorance, are drawing to a close. 
There is a regeneration of the whole country now 
in progress. Our Spanish -work, now just getting 
fairly opened, is obviously providential at this 
juncture. The great moral regeneration is yet to 
come. We must be active, both to hasten it and to 
be ready for it, for its day seems not far distant, 
and when it comes it will conic with a rush. These 
people are full of enthusiasm. easy to move in large 
masses in any direction in which they are movable. 
When their prejudices are once fairly disarmed, and 
genuine religious revivals break out among them, 
we look for the movement to be rapid and wide- 
spreading. Methodism must have men enough in 
this field to direct that movement when it starts. 
O that they may be sent out speedily to divide the 
present labors with those of us that are here!

Spanish work was commenced in Rosario two 
years ago, and has been pushed along as vigor
ously as the case would admit ever since. The 
right to preach and teach in the language of the 
country has been contended for against vigorous 
opposition and fairly established. Hundreds of 
listeners have frequented the preaching and Script
ure exposition. Numbers of constant hearers, 
small but attentive, have become attached to the 
services. About half a dozen souls that we know 
of have bec-ii genuinely converted through this 
work. Or/o has died in the faith. Another 
has been twice at the point of death and borne 
good testimor.y. Several have become spontaneous 
evangelists-with “  signs following.” Partial con
viction has evidently entered many minds, prepar
ing them for the long steps they must take to 
abandon their religion for ours. The time has not 
yet come for any considerable mass breaking loose 
from Romanism. It will take further leavening of 
public opinion to bring it to that. But it is com
ing to that, apparently, far faster than we thought 
possible when the work began. Those who have 
been converted have joined our Church. We could 
get many others to join, if that were our object; 
but persecution seems almost sure to break out as 
soon as any thing like a revival commences, and 
we want now but such as bid fair to stand all tests. 
We do not expect persecution to be violent. Pub
lic opinion is already too far advanced for that. 
But it will be severe. The fear of it already de
ters some from having much to do with us. They 
seek private conversation, tracts, and Scripture 
portions, but keep away from the public services. 
Still there are multitudes who would be only at

tracted to us by the stir which strong opposition 
would create. What wc have most to contend 
against just now is general religious indifference, 
and an utterly unfavorable location for our services. 
Our chapel is in the suburbs of the foreign quarter 
of the city, on a bad street, as far as it could well 
be from the native population. Except when there 
is an occasion of unusual excitement, the people we 
most want to reach will not come. Wc are greatly 
encouraged to find that Bishop Foster saw at a 
glance this state of affairs, and at once agreed 
that the mission in Rosario must change its quar
ters before it can be called even a fair experiment. 
But considered as an experiment under great dis
advantages, it should be called thus far a perfect 
success, notwithstanding the smallness of the re
liable and countable results. We do hope that 
Bishop Foster will succeed in persuading the Board 
to appropriate us the rent of a preaching-plaee in 
the native part of the city, that we may make a 
trial of the work under better circumstances. 
This seems the very least that ought to be done 
for this important point in its present stage of 
progress.

Outside of our Church and congregation there 
are abundant signs that our work is leavening the 
lump of this whole city in several important re
spects. These people are getting used to the ex
istence of Protestantism in their midst as a fixed 
fact. The thinking classes look on it with in
creasing interest and favor—the bigoted classes, 
of course, with hatred, which, however, is on the 
decline. All classes have been taught from child
hood that every form of Protestantism is irreligion, 
and many of the best informed have been aston
ished that I preach Christianity and advocate and 
practice morality. Some who were formerly influ
ential opponents are now friends to our cause, and 
inquirers after our ways and ideas. Men who two 
years ago called my doctrines damnable heresy 
would to-day pay me a high price to take their 
sons into my family. The school-teachers of Ro
sario did more than the priests, at the commence
ment of my preaching, to keep women and children 
out of my reach, and it was by their influence and 
in their interest that I was thwarted in a plan then 
on foot to found a school for the municipal govern
ment on tke North American plan, and that even 
after a subvention of eighty dollars, gold, a month 
of public funds had been voted for the project. 
Now those same men have called on me to draft a 
complete school system for the whole municipality, 
with a detailed programme to be recommended 
for private schools as well as adopted for public 
ones, and that even after they had organized them
selves into a formal association to draft it them
selves. Changes in public opinion so radical as 
these in so short a time ought not to be considered 
small results.
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An item of no small interest in connection with 
our work here is the commencement of an orphan
age. Four little boys of the Gaucho class have 
providentially fallen into our hands. We took 
them right into our family, and have been experi
menting with them now for nearly a year, proving 
them to be teachable and promising. In fact, we 
can secure a more perfect result with them than 
with older lads from the best classes in society 
whom we have had under our control, but who 
had been previously trained in the ordinary schools 
here. We are so elated over the success of this 
experiment that we are ambitious to extend it, but 
cannot for want of means. Some of our personal 
friends at home have sent us some clothing for 
them, and a very little has been given us for them 
here. Aside from this we have supported them 
ourselves. Of course there is a limit to our ability 
in that direction, and, besides, the care is too heavy 
for us with so much else to do. What we want is 
a regular orphanage, with a good Christian woman 
from home for matron. In that case we could get 
almost any number of boys (or girls either) under 
our complete control, and could thus educate fu
ture rulers for these provinces. The cost of main
taining such an orphanage would not be great, and 
it would be the means of gaining an incalculable 
advantage. Cannot the Bishop find the matron, 
and die Board the money, for this important work 
already spontaneously and providentially begun ?

AnmUer interesting matter with us is the pros
pect of two young ladies being sent to our aid by 
the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. This 
seems to have pleased Bishop Foster well. He 
had glimpses while here at the ignorance and the 
idleness of all classes of women, from the dwell
ers in marble-paved houses to the wretches in mud 
ranches. These women must be evangelized, and 
their quick intelligence and their active and tre
mendous influence utilized, before this land can be 
sored. None but women can evangelize these 
women. We hope Bishop Foster will be able to 
present this matter so that the ladies at home will 
appreciate the importance of their action in voting 
to supplement our work here with theirs. And we 
are anxiously waiting for the young ladies ap
pointed to arrive and commence operations.

North China Mission.
D e a r  Sms: Herewith I inclose a copy of the 

journal of the second annual meeting of the North 
China Methodist Episcopal Mission.

Jt was the request of Bishop Harris that, in writ- 
ing you, I should call your attention to the change 
in the name of ths mission. He favored this 
change as more descriptive of the true extent ®f 
our mission field. Hereafter we, in accordance 
with this decision, are to designate ourselves as of

the North China Methodist Episcopal Mission. 
This is always to be distinguished from the “  North 
China Mission of the A. B. C. F. M.”

Bishop Harris reached Peking on the 29th of 
August. Our annual meeting properly began with 
the Sabbath services of the 31st. Brother H. H. 
Lowry preached the annual sermon in Chinese in 
the morning. This was followed by the ordination 
of Rev. S. D. Harris to deacon’s orders. In con
ducting this service the Bishop used the English 
of the ritual, and the same, paragraph by para
graph, was then read in Chinese for the benefit of 
the audience. The ordination was followed by the 
administration of the communion of the Lord’s 
Supper in Chinese for the benefit of the native 
members. The entire occasion was interesting in 
the extreme. The anniversary service for our Sab- 
bath-achool was held in the afternoon. The busi
ness of the session began on Monday and continued 
through Tuesday.

On the following Sabbath afternoon Bishop Har
ris preached in the presence of the missionary and 
other English-speaking friends, and set apart Rev.
S. D. Harris to elder’s orders. These services were 
followed by the communion of the Lord’s Supper.

The visit of Bishop Harris and Dr. Waugh has 
been full of profit and real pleasure to us, as well 
as of genuine encouragement. We can but think 
the Bishop will return home with ideas of the 
magnitude and importance of missionary work 
that his years of experience in the office could not 
give him. We regretted the coming of the day 
for them to leave us. Both were well at the time, 
and seemed to have experienced no ill effects from 
the fatigues of so long a journey.

The reports of our circuits and of the work of 
the ladies of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary So
ciety are embodied in the journal, and, as you will 
see, are full of encouragement. Our work, how
ever, is greatly crippled by the fewness of our 
numbers. We have so frequently and at length 
spoken of the need for more laborers that it 
would be out of place to dwell upon the subject 
here. Only this: the necessity is imperative and 
immediate. Bishop Harris volunteered the wish 
that we had twenty men in the field to-day. If so 
many were sent we could find work for them to do 
to-morrow. We confidently expect the remaining 
two of the three promised us this year, but as yet 
we have had no intimation of their appointment.
In presenting the cause to the Church remember 
our call from Peking. I am, with sincere respect, 

L e a n d e r  W . P il c h e r .

Minutes of the Second Annual Meeting o f the North 
China Methodist Episcopal Mission.

FIR ST D AT.

P ik in g ,  C h in a , Monday, Sept. 1,1873.
T h e  Second Annual Meeting of the North China 

Methodist Episcopal Mission began its session at a
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the residence of H. H. Lowry at 10 o’clock A.M., 
Monday, September 1, 1873.

Bishop W. L. H a r r i s  presided.
Present—H. H. Lowry, G. R. Davis, S. W. Pilcher, 

and S. D. Harris; also Misses M. Browne, M. Q. 
Porter, and L. L. Combs, of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society.

The introductory exercises were conducted by 
Bishop Harris. The services consisted in reading 
the fourteenth chapter of Acts, singing the 524th 
hymn—

“  Forever here my rest shall be,
Close to thy bleeding Bide; ” —

and prayer.
L. W. Pilcher was chosen Recording Secretary.
The opening exercises were followed by remarks 

by Bishop Sams, during the course of which he 
spoke of the deep interest of the Church at home 
in the work; stating that the missionary spirit and 
consequent liberality of the Church is growing 
rapidly, and, furthermore, that its liberality in other 
benevolent causes is due much to this missionary 
spirit. At the conclusion he referred to the presence 
with us of Rev. J. W. Waugh, D.D., of the India 
Conference, at the same time asking of him such ad
vice and suggestions pertaining to the work as he, 
from time to time during the session, might deem 
of benefit.

A letter of fraternal greeting from the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission in Japan was read and referred 
to the Committee on Resolutions. (See report A.)

The report of the work on the Tientsin Circuit 
was read by G. R. Davis.

The reports of the Pao-ting Fu Circuit and the 
Tartar City Station (Peking) were presented by S. 
W. Pilcher.

Upon nomination, the following Mission officers 
for the ensuing year were elected, namely:

H. H. Lowry, Treasurer.
L. W. Pilcher, Recording Secretary.
L. W. Pilcher, Librarian.
S. D. Harris, Historian.
The Committee on Rules of Order reported in 

favor of those rules adopted during the session of 
1872. (See report A, Minutes for 1872.) The 
report was adopted.

The report of the Committee on Estimates, be
ing presented by H. H. Lowry, was adopted.

H. H. Lowry read a portion of a letter from the 
Secretaries of the Missionary Society relating to an 
informal sale of property to the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society. The matter was referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions.

On motion, a special committee, consisting of 
the Secretary and S. D. Harris, were appointed to 
nominate Standing Committees for 1874; also to 
nominate persons to preach the annual sermons, 
one in Chinese and one in English, during the 

, meeting to be held at that time.

It was moved that when we adjourn it be to meet 
again at ten o’clock A.M., Tuesday, September 2. 
The motion prevailed.

A motion to adjourn being carried, the Doxology 
was sung, and the Benediction was pronounced by 
BiBhop Harris.

S e c o x d  D a y .
Tcesdat, 10 A.M., Sept. 2, 1878.

The Mission convened at the hour fixed on the 
day previous.

Bishop W. L. Harris, presided.
The religious services were conducted by Rev. 

J. W. Waugh, D.D., of the India Conference, who 
read the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah and announced 
the 388th hymn—

“ Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to tby boeom By;

which, being sung, was followed by prayer.
Present—H. H. Lowry, G. R. Davis, L. W. 

Pilcher, and S. D. Harris; also Misses M. Browne, 
M. Q. Porter, and L. L. Combs of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society.

The minutes of the session held September 1 
were read and approved.

Annual reports were presented bv II. H. Lo>ry 
relating to the work on tha Chinese City Station, 
(Peking) and the Pa-chou Circuit.

Misses Browne and Porter presented a report of 
the work done by them in the girls’ boarding 
school and among the women.

The Committee on Resolutions presented for ac
ceptance a letter of greeting, to be sent in answer 
to the fraternal letter received from the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission of Japan. Upon motion it was 
adopted. (See report A.)

The Committee on Resolutions reported in favor 
of requesting the Missionary Society to ratify the 
action of the mission in having disposed of certain 
property to the Woman’s Foreign Missionary So
ciety. The report was adopted.

Resolutions were presented requesting permission 
of the Board to reinvest the $1,72(5 received for 
the above mentioned property in other real estate. 
Upon motion the resolutions were adopted.

The Committee presented resolutions welcoming 
Bishop W. L. Hams. The same were adopted. 
(See report B,)

Resolutions of welcome to Dr. Waugh were also 
read and adopted. (See report B.)

The Committee on Boundaries reported in favor 
of retaining the lines established at the meeting 
of 1872. (See report B, Minutes for 1S72.) The 
report was adopted.

The Special Committee appointed to make nomi
nations for the session of 1874 presented the fol
lowing names, namely:

S t a n d in g  C o m m it t e e s .
Rules of Order, G. R. Davis and S. D. Harris.
Estimates, H. H. Lowry and G. R. Davis.
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Boundaries, L. W. Pilcher and 8. D. Harris. 
Resolutions, H. H. Lowry and L. W. Pilcher. 

They further nominated G. R. Davis to deliver the 
annual sermon in Chinese, and H. H. Lowry to 
deliver the English sermon. Upon motion, the 
report was so amended as to substitute the name 
o f S. D. Harris in place of H. H. Lowry to deliver 
the annual sermon in English. As amended, the 
report was adopted.

Upon motion of L. H. Pilcher, it was voted to 
request Bishop Harris to present to the mission in 
writing an opinion stating the functions of a Su
perintendent of a mission—his powers and rela
tions to other members of a mission; the same to 
be incorporated in the minutes of this meeting. 

After singing the 984th hymn,
** Go, ye messengers of God;
Like the beams of morning fly,”

¡prayer was offered by Bishop Harris.
The appointments of the North China Mission 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the year 
commencing September 2,. 1873, was then read, as 
follows:

Superintendent, Hiram H. Lowry.
Peeking, Tartar city, Leander W. Pilcher. 
Peking, Chinese city, Hiram H. Lowry. 
Pa-ehou Circuit, To be supplied.
Tientsin, George R. Davis.
iPa©-ting Fu, To be supplied.
Tsun-tiua Chou, Sylvanus D. Harris.
Tu-sliih K’ou, To be supplied.
-Jeltol, To be supplied.

"W'OKK OF THE WOMAN’S FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
S o c ie ty .

OMs1 Boarding School and religious instruetion of 
Ofaanese women, Misses Marla Browne and Mary 
Q. Porter.

M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t .

Miss Lucinda L. Combs, M. D.
The Doxology was sung, the Benediction was 

pronounced by Bishop Harris, and the annual 
meeting for 1873 adjourned.

(Signed,) * W i l l i a m  L . H a r r i s . 
L e a n d e r  W. P il c h e r ,

Recording Secretary.

We continue to give the interesting reports of 
the North China annual meeting:

(A.)—L e t t e r s  o f  G r e e t i n g .

(Received Sept. 1, 1873.)
Y o k o h a m a , J a p a n , Avgust 5,1873.

“  To t h e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  P e k in g  M is s io n  o f  
’  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h . 

“ D e a r  B r e t h r e n : We avail ourselves of the 
opportunity afforded by the visit of Bishop Harris 
and his traveling companions, the Rev. J. W. 
Waugh, D. D., of the India Conference, the Rev.

R. C. Houghton, of the Northern New York Con
ference, and the Rev. W. A. Spencer, of the Central 
Illinois Conference, to send you our fraternal and 
Methodistic greeting. We have been refreshed 
and edified by the presence and counsel of our be
loved brethren, and we congratulate you on the 
rare enjoyment and profit their proposed visit to 
your mission will without doubt afford you.

“ We are happy in being able to state to you 
that the Japan Mission of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church enters upon its great work under very fa
vorable auspices. Yon have already learned through 
the public journals of the changes going forward 
in this interesting empire in nearly all its depart
ments. The Government of Japan is now intro
ducing reforms more radical and sweeping than any 
that have ever before been peaceably adopted by 
any other nation. It is nevertheless true that while 
the Japanese authorities are anxious to avail them
selves of the benefits of Christian civilization, they, 
at the same time, cling with apparently unyielding 
tenacity to their traditional hatred of Christianity, 
and seem determined to prevent as far as possible 
the spread of the truth among the people. You 
thus perceive that while on one hand we are encour
aged by the open doors God has placed before us 
in this empire, we are on the other hand confronted 
by difficulties of no ordinary magnitude.

“ But, notwithstanding these formidable obsta
cles, you will be glad to know that our Church pro
poses to plant a strong mission in Japan. Bishop 
Harris can give you some idea of our plans and pros
pects. At the first annual meeting of the mission, 
the session of which has just closed, our work was 
arranged into four old-fashioned Methodist circuits. 
The first and second will be known as the Yeddo 
and Yokohama Circuits, comprising the cities of 
Yeddo and Yokohama, together with such other 
portions of the island of Niphon—on which these 
cities are situated—as we may be able to occupy; 
the third to be called the Hakodati Circuit, com
prising the city of Hakodati and such other por
tions of the island of Yesso as we may be able to 
cultivate; and the fourth to be known as the 
Nagasaki Circuit, comprising the city of Nagasaki 
and such other portions of the island of Kiusin as 
we may be able to take under our charge. In the 
island of Yesso our mission will be the only Protest
ant evangelizing agency operating there. In the 
islands of Niphon and Kiusing we hope to co-oper
ate harmoniously with the other Protestant agencies 
already at work there.

“ We give you these particulars, dear brethren, so 
that you may be able to understand somewhat of 
our plans, and at the same time be able to aid us 
the more efficiently by your sympathies and your 
prayers.

We read with profound gratitude the cheering 
notices of your success which reacn us in o u t
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Church papers. May the Lord of the harvest crown 
your work of faith and-labor of love with his 
richest blessing! We shall be happy to interchange 
correspondence with you in any form that may be 
agreeable to you.

u It will afford us the greatest pleasure to welcome 
to • our homes any or all of you who may find it 
practicable to visit Japan.

“ With much love to yourselves and families and 
the native Churches under your care, we beg to 
remain, dear brethren, your fellow-laborers in 
Christ,

“  R. S. M a c l a y , J u l iu s  So p e r ,
“ Jo h n  C. D a v is o n , I r v i n  H . C o r r e l l . ”

(Answer, September 2, 1873.)
“  P ek in g , C hina, September 2, 1873.

“  T o  t h e  M e m b e r s  o p  t h e  J a p a n  M e t h o d is t  
E p is c o p a l  M is s io n .

“ D e a r  B r e t h r e n : Per favor of Bishop Harris, 
just arrived, accompanied bv J. H. Waugh, D. D., 
of the India Conference, we have received your 
letter of salutation written August 8th.

“ We appreciate the fraternal and Christian 
tone of the letter, and are glad of this opportunity 
of expressing the deep interest we have in the prog
ress of your work; and this interest is greatly 
enhanced by the fact that in a certain sense the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission in Japan is an off
spring of the mission to the Chinese. Besides 
the fact of our being united as laborers in the 
same branch of the Church of Christ, there are 
many circumstances, such as the dispositions of 
the two peoples to whom we have been sent, and 
the strange intermingling in Japan of the Chinese 
language with the vernacular, etc., which can but 
tend to bind us together in the closest sympathy.

“ We have been gratified, in reading your letter, 
to note the favoring circumstances attending the 
founding of the mission, and trust that your work
ing force will continue to increase, so that not one 
of the plans you are forming for the evangelization 
of the Japanese may fail.

“ From Bishop Harris and Dr. Waugh we have 
many items of interest with reference to the pros
pects of Christianity in Japan, and rejoicc that our 
own Methodism is to be an instrument in bringing 
about a result so desirable as the Christianizing of 
such a people.

“  We are now in the midst of our annual meet
ing, and the reports of the work accomplished 
during the year just past are cheering in the ex
treme, and many things indicate that we have a 
good reason to hope for marked success during the 
year upon which' we are now entering The na
tive membership of our Church is small indeed, 
yet it has tripled in its numbers since our last an
nual meeting, and we have been able to rejoice in 
the genuine progress of our work. We believe

that God is answering our prayers. The Spirit is 
evidently deepening in the hearts of some of the 
converts ; others are led to earnest inquiries after 
salvation, and among the masses many deep-seated 
prejudices are perceptibly falling away.

“  For us to speak of the attitude of the Govern
ment in relation to Christian labors here would 
hardly be in place in writing to you who have 
personally studied the policy of the Chinese re
garding such matters. You know that there is 
nominally religious toleration, yet it is a forced 
toleration, and would in all probability be revoked 
at any time should opportunity occur. Among the 
many, there are a few of the official class who en
tertain liberal views with reference to Christianity 
and Western civilization, but the fact that such 
are found makes the bigoted policy of the remain
der the more apparent. But time is of great serv
ice in modifying prejudices, and the Spirit of 
Almighty God is powerful in uprooting error.

“ Our need just now is more laborers. Our 
number is the same now as at the last meeting,
but one of us being newly arrived, our working
force is really less than before. Brother Wheeler 
left us. This weakening of our force is especially 
discouraging in the face of the fact that the work 
continues to accumulate on our hands.

“ Now we wish to join with you in earnest prayer 
that the empires of Japan and China may soon ac
knowledge God supreme, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ the Saviour of mankind.

“ We are yours in Christian fellowship,
“ H . H . L o w r y , L . W . P i l c h e r ,
“  G. R. D a v i s , S. D . H a r r i s . ”

(B .)— R e s o l u t io n s  o f  W e l c o m e  f r o m  N o r t h  
C h in a  M is s io n  t o  B is h o p  H a r r i s .

(Adopted September 2, 1873.)
Whereas, It has been our privilege to have with 

us during this session of our annual meeting the 
presence of our honored Bishop Harris,

Besohed, That we take this opportunity to as
sure him of our most hearty welcome, our deep in
terest in the work he is doing, and our high appre
ciation of the benefit we have received from his 
wise counsel and true and earnest Christian sym
pathy.

Besohed, That he will carry with him our kindest 
wishes, and our prayers shall follow him through
out the long journey upon which he has entered 
that all his labors may be crowned with great suc
cess, and that tho richest blessings of the Master 
may continually rest upon himself and the mem
bers of his family from whom he is separated.

Besolved, That we request Bishop Harris to 
convey to our brethren at Kiukiang and Foochow 
our Christian * salutations, assuring them that we 
most heartily rejoice in the successes which have 
attended their labors, and sympathize with them
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La all the discouragements they meet in the great 
work of China’s evangelization.

L. W. P i l c h e r ,
Com. on Res.

R e s o l u t io n s  o r  W e l c o m e  p r o m  N o r t h  C h i n a  
M is s io n  t o  D r . W a u g h .

{Adopted September 2, 1878.)
Whereat, During the session of this our second 

annual meeting we are favored with the presence 
of Rev. J. W. Waugh, D. D., of the India Confer
ence, who is now returning to his chosen field of 
labor,

Hesohed, That we hereby assure him of the sin
cere welcome we extend to him, and that we thank 
him for the benefit we have been able to derive 
from his counsel after so many years of experience 
in  the similar mission work and field of India. 
And further, that we wish him God-speed in his 
further journey, and at the same time we would 
assure him that our prayers shall be said asking 
richest blessings upon his efforts in  leading the 
heathen from darkness to light.

Resolved, That'we ask him to carry our Christian 
and fraternal greetings to the brethren of the India 
Conference, some of whom we know personally, 
but all of whom are esteemed by us because their 
work is our work, and their reward will be, if we 
are faithful, our reward.

L. W. P il c h e r ,
Com. on Res.

Central China Mission.
A n n u a l  M e e t in g  o p  t h e  K iu k ia n g  M is s io n .

T h e  a n n u a l meeting of the Kiukiang, or Central 
China, Mission for 1873 was held Wednesday, Sep
tember 24. The occasion was rendered memorable 
by the presence of Bishop Harris, Dr. Waugh, and 
the Rev. Messrs. Houghton and Spencer, the Bishop’s 
traveling companions. AH the members of the mis
sion in the field were present and in the enjoyment of 
excellent health. At the Bishop’s request, Brother 
Y.C. Hart, the Superintendent, then gave a full verbal 
report of the condition and prosperity of the mis
sion. The present force of missionaries in active 
work numbers five. Two chapels have been opened 
in  Kiukiang, and measures have been taken for 
the opening of a third. Besides there is a station 
at Woo Chen, a large city near the head of Poyang 
Lake, and another at Kung Lung, some ten miles 
north of the Yangtsekiang. The statistics show 
a  native membership of twenty-three, besides thir- 
teem probationers. Three student helpers and two 
colporteurs are in active service. There are also 
two day-schools under the control of the mission, 
in which from tWenty to thirty children receive 
Christian instruction. The masses of the people 
seem to be regarding the work with more favor,

and they manifest great and increasing interest in 
the preaching of the Gospel.

The numberless opportunities that are being 
continually offered for the extension of the work 
among the people call loudly for a strong re-en
forcement to the mission, and men and women 
whose hearts are filled with love for God and for 
perishing heathen can here find an ample field for 
the consecration of their talents to the great work 
of saving souls.

After the discussion of all matters of interest 
pertaining to the mission, appropriate and feeling 
remarks were made by the visiting brethren pres
ent, and the exercises were concluded by the ordi
nation of Brother Stritmatter, who had arrived two 
months before, to elder’s orders. It was the first 
ceremony of the kind that had been held in Kiu
kiang, and the native brethren present were greatly 
interested.

In the afternoon the Bishop and Dr. Waugh 
visited the chapel in the city, and soon after prepa- 
tions were made for the departure of the party. 
Brothers Houghton and Spencer had been with us 
two weeks, and we found their society exceedingly 
pleasant and profitable. The Bishop and Dr. 
Waugh had been unavoidably delayed in coming 
from Peking, having arrived only on the morning 
of the 24th, and it was neoessary for the party to 
take the afternoon steamer so as to reach in season 
the annual meeting at Foochow. This rendered 
the Bishop’s stay far shorter than was agreeable 
either for him or for us, but it could not be avqided. 
After farewell devotional exercises in Brother 
Hart’s parlor, (whe.re the ordination ceremony had 
taken place,) conducted by Dr. Waugh, with sad 
hearts we accompanied our friends to the steamer 
Hupeh, which was lying in waiting at the hulk. 
Here we t»ok our final leave of the dear brethren, 
and at 5 P. M. the Hupeh unmoored her fastenings 
and steamed gently out into the broad Yangtse
kiang, and, making a graceful curve around the 
Honan, which lay anchored in the middle of the 
river, swept majestically down the stream toward 
Shanghai, and was soon out of sight. From the 
hurricane deck the Bishop and his three com
panions waved us a last adieu. We came away 
with a feeling of loneliness at being left behind 
in this heathen land, and ‘ 'sorrowing that we 
should see their faces no more,” but with-the hope 
of meeting them again in the sweet by and by.”

The writer cannot conclude this brief article 
without offering a tribute to the faithful services 
of the representatives of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society at this place. Their fervent 
devotion and earnest Christian zeal in their work 
have been truly exemplary. With hearts that can 
fully appreciate the blessed privileges of their 
native land, and with talents that would grace the 
most refined and cultivated society, they are cheer-
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folly giving their lives to the moral and spiritual 
elevation of the degraded of their sex around them. 
Let the sisters of the Church at home be stirred 
up by their example of toil and self-sacrifice, and 
work more willingly and heartily in their sphere 
for Christ.

E d i t o r ’ s J J e s k

The New Year.
T h e  M is s io n a r y  A d v o c a t e  has closed the first 
year of the new series, going each month to scores 
of thousands of homes with reports from the fields 
abroad and those at home, with words from de
voted laborers, with appeals and exhortations. It 
comes again beariag its New Tear’s greetings, in
voking the blessing of the God of the ages upon 
the aged who sit at the ingle-side, the middle-aged 
who bear the burdens of life, the young men and 
women, the lads and lasses, and the little children. 
May your homes be light with gladness and your 
hearts aglow with love 1 May the good things of 
heaven above and the earth beneath come upon you! 
In prosperity may you be preserved from arrogance, 
in adversity from cowardly dejection. May you 
be brave in duty, faithful in service, constant in 
faith, and at the last may you have an abundant 
entrance ministered unto you into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord aad Saviour I

Such are the wishes brought you by the M is 
s io n a r y  A d v o c a t e .

We are glad to know that it has been a welcome 
guest in very many homes. It has been carried 
into metropolitan pulpits, and from its pages great 
congregations have been inspired to duty. Young 
men have read it and offered themselves for the 
mission field, and others have arisen from its pe
rusal to augment the gifts made for the world’s 
conversion.

It begins a new year with the purpose to do more 
good, to sing a clearer note, to call to a quicker 
march, to a more daring charge, to a more thor
ough consecration 1 Let it have a welcome and a 
perusal.

It is meant for the men and women of the Church. 
It m il have helps for the pastors and also for 
learned professors. Give it a fair chance, and let 
it help you to help on the triumph of the Bight.

Appropriations.
T h e  weekly press has informed the Church of 
the amount the administration is at liberty to spend 
for missions the present year. It is $843,149. 
This is not quit« as much as was called for in 
1873, but is a hundred and fifty thousand more 
than was contributed. The General Committee

took fully into account the condition of the coun
try, and dared not ask les» o f the Church.

Less would have been the overthrow of our most 
prosperous missions.

Less would have been equivalent to a retreat in 
the very hour of victory.

Less would have been a reflection upon the lib
erality of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Less would have been a denial of the reality of 
the consecration of the Church.

More was needed; was called for by piteous 
pleas; was demanded by the grandeur of oppor
tunity and the growth of our advance; but the 
General Committee dared not ask it. “ N o ” was ; 
said to our new missions in Japan and Mexico » 
asking men and means to advance. “ N o ” was ¡ 
said to older missions pointing to the decimated ; 
ranks of their brave laborers and asking for re-en- ' 
forcement. “ No ” was reluctantly said to loud ? 
appeals for aid to needy home fields. We were ; 
burdened above measure with the conviction that ; 
prudence did not suffer us to ask for what was « 
absolutely needed. I

It may be that errors have been made, and that a j 
broader observation might have secured a wiser 
distribution; but the men to whom the Church j 
committed the responsibility were thoughtful, and 
sought wisdom from above. We believe the Church \ 
will accept their conclusions as the providential j 
assignment of its duty. It were easy to criticise 
in absence of the facts which were before the Com- j 
mittee—easy, but possibly very dangerous. \

Apportionments.
W i t h  the appropriations the General Committee 
also sent out a schedule of apportionments to the 
annual conferences. The usage is that the presid
ing elders re-apportion the sum assigned the Con
ference to the districts, circuits, and stations. Of 
this several things ought to be known:

I. They were made by the whole Committee in 
open session, and no other body of men is prepared 
to make it so wisely. None other has such ability 
to balance comparative ability and willingness.

IL They were placed upon all the missions as 
well as upon the strong home conferences. Small 
assessments were even made upon the new missions 
of Outer India, Mexico, and Japan. They are to 
be taught that they do not live unto themselves, 
and that they are in and of the great brotherhood 
of man. And we venture the prediction that the 
amount assessed each mission abroad will b & fu lly  
paid.

In the domestic missions the same rule ia fol
lowed, and in our Southern conferences, as a rule, 
the apportionments were increased. The brethren 
of those conferences will do well to understand that
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i there is not entire satisfaction with their returns.
| Their congregations are not rich—very far from
I it—but they can do much more than they have

done in the past, and they are expected to do so. 
Let them set the missionary agencies o f the Disci- 

; pline at work and they will easily quadruple their
contributions. If they had been present in the 

| Committee they would have been impressed with
| the importance of this suggestion.
I III. It is important that in every case the appor

tionment be met. If not there will be confusion, 
j There is needed an organized effort in each charge
i at once to secure the whole amount, with some mar-
j gin. Early action, organization, the machinery of
• the Discipline, will carry our cause in triumph
! through were the panic ten times worse than it has

been.
IV. Nothing is more discouraging than to find a 

conference receiving largely of this Society and at 
j the same time neglectful of the collections for the
j Society. Some of our border conferences do well
j to know that a decrease in their collections for the
i parent Missionary Society is a poor plea for an in-
! crease in the appropriation of missionary money to
i their very needy fields. Some embarrassment of

this kind was felt at the late meeting of the Gen
eral Committee. Let them not fancy that enlarged 
collections for other benevolent associations will 
compensate for decline in the collections for the 

' Missionary Society. We expect our frontier con-
I ferences to be true to their best friend.
• The domestic missions in the conferences are not 

exempted. We respectfully submit to those who 
Lave charge of this matter whether a missionary

I appropriation ought to be continued to a charge
which sets at naught the requirements of the 
Church.

Onck more : there is needed an honest, persist
ent effort to raise the whole apportionment on each 
charge.

Increase.
It is conceded on every hand that there must 
be an increase in missionary contributions. How 
can it be secured ?

1. Not by dependence upon great sums from rich 
men. They may be secured here and there, but 
they are not to be relied upon.

2. Not by spasmodic effort. The growth they 
create shrinks again. The rebound is sometimes 
farther than the advance.

3. Not by personal appeals from the Secretaries. 
They are not collecting agents, and if they were, 
what are three men among so many ?

4. By system. By early organization; by ob
serving the directions of the Church; by securing 
some offering from each one, even the poorest, and 
from each a proportionate offering.

Notes of Cheer.
At„t. is not gloom. Several Churches have taken 
their collections, and nave advanced the amount 
over last year. The heart of the Church is sound.

— A missionary at home on furlough came into 
our office and laid upon the desk $100 as his mis
sionary offering. It was the tenth of his income! 
He is in deep earnest.

— We are encouraged by the growing tendency 
of good people to remember this Society in their 
wills. They do wisely. Yet it were better for 
most of them to give during life, and place their 
benefactions beyond the reach of legal complica
tion or defeat.

Superintendents of Missions.
We publish the following as a matter of interest 
to the members of our different missions.

The Central China Mission requested the opinion 
of Bishop Harris as to the functions of a superin
tendent of missions, the same to be incorporated 
in the minutes of this meeting for future refer
ence, until the opinion shall have been superseded. 
The following was written in compliance with the 
above request:

“ In answer to inquiries made by the North 
China Mission, I will say that, according to my 
judgment,

“ I. The office of a superintendent in a foreign 
mission is analogous to that of a presiding elder 
in the work at home, as prescribed in the Disci
pline, and his powers of supervision and control in 
the mission are similar to those of a presiding elder 
in his district. He may arrange the work and ap
point the missionaries according to his judgment, 
and he may preside at all meetings of the mission. 
Otherwise he has only the rights and privileges of 
any other member of the mission, being entitled, 
on all questions before the mission, to his voice and 
vote in determining the same; but his office as su
perintendent does not empower him to set aside 
or disregard the action of the mission as such on 
any subject properly before it.

“  TT All moneys appropriated by the General 
Missionary Committee, or by the Board of Managers, 
to a mission without designation of the particular 
purpose or purposes to which the same are to be 
applied, are subject to the control of the mission 
as such, and not to the control of any individual 
member of the mission, unless in making the appro
priations the right to expend the same was formally 
given to such individual member; and it is the 
duty of the custodian of the funds of the mission 
to govern his administration in the premises ac
cordingly.
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“ III. The Board of Managers of the Missionary 

Society has the right to appoint the treasurers of 
our foreign missions respectively, but the Board 
usually exercises this right upon the nominations 
of the missions themselves.

“ W i l l i a m  L. H a r r i s .”

“  Some Pumpkins.’
T h e  inclosed seventy dollars are part of the pro
ceeds of a sale of missionary pumpkins by Bond 
Chapel Sunday-school, Kent Circuit, Wilmington 
Conference.. Last May each scholar was furnished 
with two seeds and an offer of five dollars made 
by one of the teachers for the largest pumpkin; 
or, if somebody else would pay that sum for the 
largest, he would give his five for the next in size, 
and so on, the money to go into the mission fund, 
and the competing pumpkins to be afterward sold, 
the proceeds to go in the same direction. Several 
brought five dollars each, one eleven, one ten, and 
the others different sums, grading down to one dol
lar. The occasion was one of feasting as well as 
giving. This sum makes one hundred dollars raised 
by this society of a country school in the first seven 
months of its existence.

Ne a r  E desvtllb, November 3, 1873. 
R e v .  R . N e l s o n —

D e a r  B r o t h e r  : Inclosed find check for seventy 
dollars, missionary money from Bond Chapel Sun
day-school, Kent Circuit, Wilmington Conference. 

Yours fraternally, F r a n k  M. C h a t h a m ,
Pastor in Charge.

L u ck n ow , In d ia , October 10, 1878. 
V e r y  D e a r  B r e t h r e n  : I  send accompanying this 
a notice of our late meeting here for the M is s io n 
a r y  A d v o c a t e ,  if you wish so to use it. I  have 
spoken of it in detail because it was really a good 
meeting and will not soon be forgotten. We mis
sionaries especially were blessed, and felt it to be 
a day of God’s visitation. God is keeping us most 
graciously, and for myself I can say, Jesus is saving 
us—saving to the uttermost.

We are expecting soon to hear of the arrival of 
Bishop Harris and his party at Calcutta and our 
new missionaries at Bombay. May God make their 
coming a great blessing! With personal regards, 
yours very truly, B. H. B a d l e y .

A  Martyr.
L a s t  evening Brother Valero (near Toluca, a few 
leagues from Mexico City) was most brutally as
saulted and wounded. He is a married man, some 
forty years of age, keeps a small shop, and has 
been for many years a cripple. Only a few days 
ago he ventured to leave his bed, after being con
fined to it for over three months.

At seven or half past seven last night he was 
peacefully arranging the articles in his shop when 
a party of from sixteen to twenty armed ruffians 
dashed in, felling the poor fellow to the ground 
with a blow from a clubbed musket. They then 
tied his feet firmly together and in that helpless 
condition gave him several sword wounds, three 
of them very severe, on the head, tearing away a 
piece of his scalp and hair as large as a man’s hand. 
A great loss of blood caused him to swoon, but he 
heard previously the wretches shouting “  Protes
tants! Protestante! ”

A man-servant in the shop was also wounded in 
the head, receiving three sword-cuts, and also left 
bound. Brother Valero’s old father, sixty-five 
years of age, on hearing the cries, ran to the shop, 
but on opening the door was immediately assaulted 
and received several wTounds on the head. The 
aged mother was also wounded. The ruffians then 
pillaged the house, carrying off all the money and 
available goods, including an entire new stock for 
his store, which Brother Valero only the day before 
had purchased.

They are still living, but we have not heard yet 
whether they are likely to recover or not.

T. C a r t e r .

Communion at Bologna.
O n  Sunday evening, the 16th instant, the sacra
ment of the Lord’s Supper was administered in 
our Church in Bologna. The entire service was 
conducted in Italian, and there were seventeen act
ual communicants. Some few of our society, too, 
were unable to be present. One young lady who 
is a member, for special reasons, did not take the 
communion, though present. She is to marry a 
military officer in a few days, and, although he ia 
not a Catholic, she deemed it best to be in accord 
with him on the subject before taking so pro
nounced a step. Among the simplest as well as 
among the best informed evangelicals here there is 
a sacredness attached to this sacrament, and an 
awe and solemnity invest the act of receiving it, 
which are almost unknown in the United States. 
And this young woman, though restrained from 
the table by a tender prudence, remained in her 
seat, bathed in tears, like Mary at the feet of 
Jesus.

The occasion was attended with perfect compos
ure and order, and there was manifest a deep re
ligious solemnity and a profoundly-felt spirit of 
fraternity and consecration to Christ. All felt it 
v«ry good to be there. Some of our communion 
are comparatively poor, others very reputable 
middle-class people, and one is a countess, the wife 
of Count Colonel De Forrest, of the Italian army. 
The Gospel makes of all one consistent, congenial 
fraternity. We are steadfastly praying and hoping 

I for larger prosperity.
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fhp Bcttjs mH  ©-iris*

From Darkness into Light.
T h e  letter -which is appended is the first of a se
ries of three in which Ch’fen Ta-Yung, a native 
helper connected with the Methodist Episcopal 
Mission at Peking, China, relates his Christian ex
perience. The history of these letters is as fol
lows : At the beginning of the present conference 
year the problem presented itself to the writer, as 
a Sabbath-school teacher charged with the instruc
tion of a class of boys who had reached the most 
critical of all periods—the transition period from 
boyhood to manhood—how to excite in them an act
ive interest in the missionary cause, accepting this 
as the most valuable means for awakening in them 
the spirit of systematic benevolence, self-denial, 
and personal work for Christ. Could they have 
something definite to work for, something in the 
success of which they would be personally inter
ested, the greater part of the work would be done.

From Dr. Terry, of the Mission Rooms, we 
learned that from sixty to eighty dollars per year 
would pay the expenses of a native helper in any 
of our foreign mission fields, and that we might 
select any special helper, if it pleased us, for whose 
support we would be regarded as responsible, and 
with whom we might place ourselves in correspond
ence, receiving from him monthly reports of his 
work, that work thus becoming our work. This 
proposition was eagerly accepted by the class, five 
in number. They at once organized themselves into 
a class society, being known, from the name borne 
by the class in the Sabbath-school, as the “  Handful 
of Corn” Missionary Society of the Summerfield 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of Brooklyn, New 
York.

The Rev. L. W. Pilcher, of our mission at Pe
king, was written to, telling him of our purpose, 
and requesting him to select the helper for whose 
support we were to become responsible. In reply 
we were told of the gratification which such an 
arrangement gave to the helper who was selected, 
who at the same time forwarded to the society his 
photograph (for they take photographs in Peking) 
and the letter which follows.

His pastor writes that Ch’én Ta-Yung is one in 
whose Christian integrity they have the utmost 
confidence. He has been instrumental in leading 
quite a number to Jesus, but more by his consistent 
life and conversation than by his oratory. He is a 
great reader, has always shown a taste for study, 
and has given evidence of real capability as well 
as readiness for improvement in preaching the 
word. The account given by himself, in his let
ters, of the manner in which he was led from the 
darkness of heathenism into the full light of the 
Q-oipel, will be found to grow in interest to the end.

With respect to the effect upon the lads compos
ing the Sunday-school class of this arrangement, it 
has been greater than had been hoped for. The 
amount of their missionary contributions has been 
quadrupled, an intelligent interest in missions has 
been awakened, ideas of self-denial and systematic 
benevolence have been formed or strengthened, the 
pleasures resulting from a consciousness of trying 
to do something for Christ have been felt, and the 
ties which united the members of the class to each 
other and to the school have been wonderfully 
strengthened. The letters of the helper are in 
Chinese characters, the translation in each case 
having been made by the Rev. L. W. Pilcher.

P ek ing , C hina, June 12,1873. 
(A translation of a letter written to Dr. Pilcher and the 

Sabbath-school scholars constituting the “  Handful o f 
Corn ”  Missionary Society of the Summerfield Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Brooklyn, New York, from Ch’en 
Ta-Yung, a student helper of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Peking, China.)
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“ To D b . P i l c h e r  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
‘  H a n d f u l  o f  C o r n  ’  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  : C h ’ fca 
Ta-Yung, a Member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Peking, China, salutes you, (folding his
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hands, bows, and wishes you peace,) and invites 
your attention as he relates how he became a 
Christian.

“  Before I united with the Church I was engaged 
in a shop for the sale of incense for three years 
before I was twenty-eight. I worshiped idols, but 
found no peace- of mind. I was then deceived by 
all sorts of soothsayers and physiognomists. Then 
I bought books on physiognomy and studied them 
carefully, and, being led by these books, I consulted 
■with men of notoriety in soothsaying, physiognomy, 
and kfmg-shui. ’ (This term is untranslatable, 
being the name given to a prevalent system of su
perstition. The word literally means ‘ wind and 
water.’) By close investigation, I saw that a part 
of their prophecies came to pass and a part did 
not. On account of this my heart was troubled 
and ill at ease.

“ I had frequently visited the different chapels 
where the Gospel is preached, and had heard of 
the true doctrine of Jesus. Afterward, at the 
London Mission, I purchased a copy of the Gospel 
by Matthew. This I continually studied in secret. 
Then I met with Mr. Mao and the gate-keeper of the 
London Mission Hospital, Mr. P’an, who frequently 
explained the doctrine to me with care. On re
turning to the shop, in a secret place I besought 
the Saviour, Jesus, to forgive my sins and grant 
me happiness. Then I obtained a Catholic book 
called ‘ The Classic of the Remission of Sins.’ In 
it was the promise of happiness more than a hun
dred-fold! Because of this I besought happiness 
without ceasing, hoping in my heart for the happi
ness of riches. Not obtaining this, I again read 
the Gospel by Matthew, and secured a copy of the 
catechism. Then I no longer dared to pray for 
wealth, but constantly studied Matthew, the cate
chism, and other books of a similar nature.

“  I will speak further in a future letter.
“  Reverently spoken by one of the least in the 

Church, Ch’bn Ta-Yung.”
(To be continued.)

Se l f is h n e s s  R e b u k e d .—Some, and they are not 
a few, can remember old Churchill and his pecul
iar ways. One day he was riding on horseback, 
when he was met by an old woman who had not 
so many of this world’s good things as he. Taking 
out his wallet, he handed her a quarter of a dollar 
and rode on.

He had ridden only a short distance when he 
began to soliloquize thus:

“ Now, shouldn’t I have done better if I had 
kept my money and bought myself something ? ”  

Wheeling his horse round, he rode back to where 
the old lady was standing, and said :

“  Give me that money! ”
She handed it to him, wondering what he meant.

Placing it in his wallet, and at the same time 
handing her a five dollar bill, he exclaimed: “ There, 
self, now I  guess you'll wish you had kept still."— 
Weekly Advertiser.

E a r l y  G iv i n g .—While the men were breaking 
stone in the foundation of a church in Ohio, a lit
tle boy only six years old, whose arm had been 
broken and was at the time in a sling, came with 
a little wagon-load of stone that he had gathered 
about the streets, and said, “  I would like to have 
a part in this church.”  Consent was given, and 
he dumped the load, and continued to haul until, 
it is supposed, he put fully a two-horse load of 
stone into the foundation.—Exchange.

Bequests and Devises to the Missionary 
Society.

P e r s o n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society 
by will are requested to observe the following 
form :

I  give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So
c ie t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h , ”  
incorporated by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, the sum of ; and the
receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient 
discharge to my executors for the same.

Jorm #! s ©tS£it of ILanìr t» JsSoifttj.

I  give and devise to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  
o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incor
porated by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, the following lands and premises, that is 
to say ! to have and
to hold the same, with the appurtenances, to the 
said Society, its successors and assigns forever. **

ACKNOW LEDGM ENTS.
The following m oney* were received by the TREASURER 

•f the Missionary Society or the Melhpflit Episcopal 
Church to December 3 , 1873.

Stamford, N. T .  E. Conf............................................................  H,814 86
Gherman y and Switzerland Mission.......................................... 808 84
N orw ay  M ission ................................................................................... 269 34
Sweden Mission................................................................... 800 00
Missionary Advocate Subscriptions..................................... 279 18
Baltimore OUy Station, Balt Conf...................................... »66 87
Brattleborough, W. Conf.....................................................  25 00
Beaver Station, Pittsburgh Conf., (in part)........................  61 65
Bequest of Betsey Prentice.................................................  200 00
Smyrna, Wyoming Conf., (in part).....................................  80 00
Bequest of B. B. Wright, (in part)..................................    ?8 60
Bev. E. Butler and family, Cent Pa. Conf......................... 10 00
California Conf. Miss. Soc., additional.................................  888 58
Chateauguay S. S., N. N. Y. Conf...................................... 25 00
Timothy Hunt, Johnstown, Pa...........................................  50 00
Central Islip S. S., N. T . E. Oonf......................................... *
Beq. of Allen Crowell late of Eddington, Me., dec............  500 00
Otisvill*. New. ConC, (in part)............................................  1$ 00
St. Paul’s M. E. Church, New York...................................  822 8T
Newfoundland, New. Conf..................................................  28 00
Lansingburgh M. E. S. 8., Trey Conf................................. 100 0#
New Athens Circuit, Pittsburgh Conf, (in part)...............  SO 00
Amer. Bible Sec....................................................................  800 00
Juv. Miss. Soc. St. Paul’s Ch., Brooklyn, N. T. E. Conf.. 200 00
St Paul’s M. E. S. S., Middletown, N. T. C«nf................. 3ff 04
Lawrence-street S. S.. Denver, Coi. Conf.. ......    50 00
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A CHOICE OF

THREE

Superb Steel Engravings
TO EVEKY SUBSCRIBER TO

H e  M a n  A d v o c a t e

Beq. of Mis» Media Gamble, of Delaware, Ohio, (in part).. $500 00
Bond Chapel 8. S., Kent Circuit, wil. Conf....................   70 00
Foochow Mission, China.......................................................  100 00'
Nashua, Upper Iowa Conf..................................................  7 45
Est of Thomas Hooke, dec..................................................  899 00
8 t  John's Church. Brooklyn................................................ 60 00
South Amboy, N. J. Conf.....................................................  80 00
Golden M. E. 8. S., Col. Conf..............................................  20 00
Stamford Circuit, N .’Y. Conf...............................................  1 50
Nathan Bangs Mission, Brooklyn, N. Y. E. Conf...............  10 25
La Junta and Cioreuelita, New Mexico......................   20 00
Union Square Church. Baltimore, Balt. Couf...................... 75 00
Hagerstown, Balt Conf........................................................ 20 00
F. A. Sacket, New Windsor, N. Y .....................................  1 00
Bennington, Troy Conf........................................................ 55 60
Central N. Y. Conf. Miss Soc.............................................  13 69
Pleasant Hill S. S., St. Louis Conf....................................... 16 80
Marcellus, Cent N. Y. Conf..................................   IS 00
Cutchogue, N. Y. E. Conf. .........................................   15 00
Seventeenth-street Church, Nifw York.........................     250 00

N. B.—It is the purpose of the Secretaries hereafter to make ac
knowledgment in these columns, in as detailed a form as the parties 
may deem necessary, of all payments into the Treasury, provided 
the money is not detained till Conference time, when the pressure 
upon our columns would be too great, but forwarded promptly soon 
after collection. Wo solicit prompt and, i f  necessary, frequent re
mittances. To insure the acknowledgment in detail, a statement in 
the form desired to be published, and on a separate sheet of paper, 
should accompany the remittance, and be marked thus: “ F oe P ub 
lication .”  This arrangement will obviate the necessity of the usual 
acknowledgments in the Church papers.

M ISSION ARY ADVOCATE.
BUSINESS.

Treaswrer: B kv. R. N elson, D.D., 805 Broadway, N. Y. 
Assistant Treasurer: E kv. L. H itohoook, D.D., Cincinnati, O. 
Rates o f  Postage on Missionary A dvocate twelve cents on each 

number, and no more on four copies; and at that rate for every ad
ditional fou r  copies.

Address Correspondence relating to Missions to Corresponding 
Secretaries Missionary Society, 805 Broadway, N. Y.

TERMS :
TW EN TY-FIVE CENTS P E R  ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

TH E PAPER W ILL BE SENT FOB THJC YEAB

G R A T U IT O U S L Y ,

at the rate of one copy for every seven members of the Churcn making 
application, on the following

C O N D ITIO N S

Application must be made in writing by the C o m m it t k e  o n  M is 
s io n s  appointed by the Quarterly Conference, of which the Preacher 
in Charge is Chairman, and shall contain the following items, namely :

1st The number nf members in fu ll connection in the Church on 
whose behalf the application is made.

2d. A  promise to prevent waste of the papers, and to see that they 
are properly distributed, and to pay the postage or freight on the 
same.

8d. Specific instructions how to direct and send the papers.
Address the Secretaries at the M is s io n  E o o m s , 805 Broadway, 

New York.
In this liberal missionary movement the Board relies on the honor 

and fidelity of the Missionary Committees in the several Churches re
spectively for the faithful accomplishment of its wishes.

R A TE S  FOR A D V E R TIS IN G .

SEVENTY CENTS PEE LINE, EACH INSERTION.

No discounts on less than six months’ advertising. Estimates 
promptly furnished on application.

All communications relating to advertisements should be sent to 
M issionary A dvocate Advertising Department, 805 Broadway. 
New York.

FOR 1874.

The Christian Advocate is the GREAT LEADING OF
FICIAL NEWSPAPER of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the uncompromising advocate and defender of Evangel
ical Christianity, has by far the largest circulation of any 
strictly religious paper published, and stands pre-eminently 
at the head of the list of Christian Newspapers in the 
ability displayed in its Editorial Management.

The Publishers make the following offer to subscribers 
for 1874. They will send out either of three superb steel 
engravings, gotten up expressly for the patrons of The ! 
Christian Advocate, and furnished only as premiums to its 
subscribers. The engravings are the

T H IR T E E N  BISHOPS, 
JO H N  W E S L E Y , 

C H A R LE S  W E S L E Y .
Those oi the Wesleys (now issued for the first time) are 

of the same size as that of the Bishops, (completed a year I 
ago,) and are designed to be companion portraits. No j 
dealer in engravings would think of retailing either of 
them for less than $2.

Every subscriber for 1874 will be entitled to receive, ■ 
free o f charge, except postage, either of the three engrav- ' 
ings which he may select. As a great additional induce
ment, any subscriber for the "same volume shall receive : 
one or both of the other engravings by remitting twenty- • 
five cents for one, or fifty cents for the two. This extra, • 
ordinarily low offer is only made for the special accommo- > 
dation of subscribers who may desire to secure imm ediately, '
and at the smallest possible cost, appropriate and very ;jdesirable companion pictures. ^

Remember the terms. i
The Christian Advocate from now till January, 1875, and 

either one of the above engravings, for $2 50; with two 
engravings, for $2 75; or with all three engravings, $8. ;

Price of subscription to traveling preachers is only 
$1 25. j

Address i

NELSON & PHILLIPS,
80S Broadway,

NEW  Y O R K . A ,
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427 BrOOHlS Strsst, (One Block from Broadway,; 1V€W Y o v Jc.
F A C T O R Y ,  C O R N E R  R A Y M O N D  AND W I L L O U G H B Y  S T R E E T S ,  B R O O K L Y N .

HAVE MANUFACTURED

over

14,000

INSTRUMENTS.

T h e  p e c u lia r  c lia r  in o f  

111« Bradbury ¡m ITS 
A I H l ' T A T I O K  T O  

T H E  H U M A N  V O IC E  a» 

a n  acco m p a n im e n t, o w .  

luge to  it» p e c u lia r  sym 

p a th e tic , m e llo w , y e t  

ric li a n d  p o w e r fu l tone.

A CLUSTER OF GOLDEN OPINIONS FOR TH E BRADBURY PIANO,
From personal acquaintance with the firm, we can indorse them as worthy of the fullest confidence of the public. We «re using the 

B radburt Piano  in our families, and they give entire satisfaction. Persons at a distance need feel no hesitation in sending for their Illus
trated Price List and ordering- from it. They are reliable.

Dr. Sims, Pastor of the Madison Avenue M. E. Church, Baltimore: 
“  My Baltimore friends are in ecstasies with the beautiful tones 
of our Bradbury.”

Dr. H. B. Rid g aw a t  : “ My family and many friends pronounce the 
Bradbury Piano splendid."

Philip  P hillips, New Tort, says: “ I have sung with awl used 
the Bradbury Plano in my family for years.”

Rev. A lfred Cookman , Wilmington, Del.: “ We think our Brad
bury Piano the best instrument we ever heard.”

Rev. John Cookman, Pastor Bedford-street M. E. Church, New 
York : “ We prefer the Bradbury Plano to all others.”

W. Or. F ischer, Professor of Music Girard College, Philadelphia: 
“ I use as my family Piano the Bradbury, and can with confi
dence recommend them.”

C haplain  M’Cabb, Philadelphia, Pa.: “ From the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Coast I have heard of the superior qualities of the Brad- 

& bury Piano.”
Rev. A. J. K y n e t t , D. D., Corresponding Secretary Church Exten

sion : “  I use and can without hesitation recommend the Brad- 
bury Piano as the best”

Rev. D aniel Curry, Editor Christian Advocate: “ I purchased a 
Bradbury Piano, and it is a splendid instrument in every respect.” 

Dr. Dk Ptrr, Assistant Editor Christian Advocate: “ 1 use the 
Bradbury Piano, and it stands foremost in my judgment.” 

T hhodobe T ilton, Editor Independent: “ If you were to ask my 
children, I am afraid they would say they liked our Bradbury 
almost as well as they like me.”

Dr. D aniel  W ise, Editor Sunday-School Advocate: “ I use the 
Bradbury Piano, and think, like his music, it cannot be excelled.”  

Rev. W. H. F xrbis, New York: “ My Bradbury has stood longer 
in tune, and sounds better than any Piano in my district.”

Rev. Dr. F ie l d s , Editor of the Evangelist: *• I have used a Brad
bury for years in my family, and think there is none superior.”  

S a w d s -s t r e e t  C h u r c h , Brooklyn, St. Luke's M. E. Church, and a 
host of other Churches, use the Bradbury Piano in their Lecture 
and School Rooms, also the Conservatories and prominent Hotels 
in the United States.

S. W. T homas, Book Agent, Philadelphia: “ I most cheerfully 
recommend the Bradbury to all my friends who wish to pur
chase a firsttclass Piano.”

Mrs. U. S. G rant , Executive Mansion, Washington, D. C., says: “ I 
am perfectly delighted with my Bradbury Piano.”

Chief-Justice S almon P. Chase, Washington, D. 0 ., decides the 
Bradbury to be the National Piano of the Country.

Yice-Admiral D. D. Porter, Washington, D. C .: “ The Bradbury i» 
exquisitely and beautifully proportioned. W e are delighted with 
ours.”

Hon. Columbus D blano , Secretary of Interior, Washington, D. C., 
calls the Bradbury the Piano for the Interior.

P. M. Gen. Cresswell and Mrs. Ceebbw ell : "A ll our friends ad
mire the delightful tones of the Bradbury used at our receptions.’ ’ 

Robert B onner, New York Ledger: “ At any time will drop the 
reins of ‘ Doxter ’ to listen to thp tones of our Bradbury.”

G eand  Central  H otel, New York: “  In preference to all others, 
we selected the Bradbury Pianos for our parlors. Our guests 
pronounce them splendid.”

S t . N icholas H otel, New York: “  Have always used the Bradbury 
Pianos in our parlors, and take pleasure in recommending 
them.”

M etropolitan, L eland  & B bos., N. Y . : “ Have had in constant 
use for twelve years a Bradbury Piano in our parlor. It is still 
good.”

Hon. J ohn  Simpson, M. P., Canada, says: “  The Bradbury can’t be 
excelled—tho best in the Dominion.”

M. Simpson, Bishop M. E. Churcb, Philadelphia: “ It is a very su
perior instrument, both in its finish, sweet tones, and Singing 
qualities.”

E. S. J a n e s ,  Bishop M. E. Church, New York: “ We know of no 
better Piano than the Bradbury.”

Rev. Dr. John  M’Clintock, Drew Theological Seminary: “ My 
family and friends say the Bradbury is unequaled.”

Dr. J oseph Cummings, President Wesleyan University, Middletown, 
Conn., says: “  If it could not be replaced we would not part 
with it for twice its cost. Can heartily recommend them.” 

W illiam  H orj.et  P unshon, Toronto, Canada: “ We are delighted 
with the Bradbury Piano.”

T. 8. A rthur, Philadelphia: “ We have used for years and can 
recommend the Bradbury Piano.”

Dr. J o h n - C h a m b e r s : “ Our Bradbury Piano has won golden opin
ions among the Philadelphians.”

Dr. R eid, of Chicago: “ I can most cheerfully recommend the Brad
bury Piano as the best.”

A  L IB E R A L  D ISCO U N T TO  M IN IS T E R S , T E A C H E R S , C O L L E G E S , A N D  S C H O O L S .

F. C. SMITH & CO.,
Late Superintendent and Successor to WH. B. BRADBURY,

427 BROOME ST., NEW YORK.
FREEBORN GARRETTSON SMITH, 

H. T . M’ COUN.



Good News for the Children!
D, K f X G 3HJOX*>JLS 31$ JLS C O

“  ODR YOUNG FOLKS ”  W ILL BE MERGED IN ST. NICHOLAS AT THE FIRST OF JANUARY.

C h r is t m a s  comes but once a year, but ST. NICHOLAS, the beau
tiful new Magazine for Girls and Boys, just published by S o r ib n e b  
& Co., of New York, comes every month. It has already won the 
hearts of the young folks, and the

L ITT LK  CU ILD R E N  A K E  C RYIN G FOB ST. N IC H O LA S.

Besides the great variety of beautiful Pictures, Stories, Historical 
Sketches, Fairy Tales, Habits of Animals, How Things are Made, 
Little Talks on Big Subjects, Nursery Rhymes, Jingles, Puzzles, etc., 
there will be two Serial Stories, one for boys and the other for 
girls.

Mb. Stockton ’s Story, “ W h a t  M igh t H avb  Been E xpected,”  
a story for boys, with Illustrations by Sheppard, has already been 
commenced. The scene is laid in Virginia. Mr. Stockton has started 
his hero out with a gun in his hand, and there will be no end of fun 
and adventure. Mr. Stockton is the author of the “ Tin g-a-L ing  
Storcbs ”  and “  R ound-about Ram bles in  Regions o f  F a c t  and  
Fancy,”  and is one of the best of our writers for young folks.

The story for girls will be commenced in January. Itis entitled 
“ N impo’s T roubles,”  by Olive  T horne— M rs. H arriet  M. M il 
ler, of Chicago. It will be spiritedly Illustrated by Cruitehank, a 
nephew of the great artist of the same name. The Editors say: “  It 
Is a good, strong, helpful story of Girl Life, and will be full o f in
terest for both girls and boys. We are not sure but that the boys 
will like the girls' story the best, and the girls be most delighted 
with that written for the boys.”

Jack-in -the-Pulpit will talk to the children In every number, and 
will tell them some of the most curious things they ever heard. m

St. N ic h o l a s  is the most beautiful Magazine ever issned, and ir  
has a hundred delightful suggestions for the LitUo Folks. Indeed, 
you find in its pages something for all, from Grandpapa and Grand
mamma to the Baby.

In December there will be an article, with pictures, about some 
trained cats that waltz to music, play chess, paint pictures, uncork 
bottles, wash clothes, etc.

Then, If the boys want adventures, there are stories How a Boy 
Captured a Whale, and An Artist’s Encounter with a Bear. The

boyB are also instructed how to do wood carving, with designs and 
pictures of the tools.

The Christmas number will be brimftd of holiday matter.
Donald G. Mitchell will talk to the children about Christmas An

gels. There will be Poems by William Cullen Bryant and others. 
Charles Dudley Warner will talk about “  Being a Boy.”  John Hay 
will tell the children something about Spanish Holidays and Bull 
Fights. There are other stories, “ How the Christ Child Came to 
Little Olga,”  “  The Elve’s Gift,”  “  The Boy who Worked,’’ etc., and
all SPLENDIDLY ILLUSTRATED.

Ail the little folks whose parents have subscribed for S t . N ic h o l a s  
are linppy, because

ST. NICHOLAS H A S COME !

You cannot buy for a dollar any Holiday Book that will be half as 
attractive as the Holiday Number of S t . N ic h o l a s , which costs only 
25 cents.

Our list of premiums is now ready, and we want all the boys and 
girls to go to work with a will to get us up a real good list of sub
scribers. We mean to give you the best children’s Magazine in the 
world, but we can’ t continue to do it unless you will also give us the 
largest subscription list any magazine ever had. Please to remem
ber that the price is the same to all, $8 a year, and the premiums are 
only given to those who work for us and send new subscribers.

The premiums consist o f books, pictures, Rogers’ statuettes, gold 
and silver watches, etc., etc.

We want 100,000 children made happy by S t . N ic h o l a s  before th e  
Holidays.

Bend 25 cents for Specimen number and Premium List
SCRIBNER *  CO., 654 Broadway, N. T .

SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY.
THE BEST ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD,

Has a large circulation in England.
A SPLENDID SERIES OF ARTICLES ON

i t THE CiREAT SOUTH,”
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, ARE NOW BEING PUBLISHED.

All PERSONS WHO subscribe foe, or renew their subscriptions to, Scribner’s M onthly before the First o f  February neast will be 
entitled to receive THE HOLIDAY NUMBER OF ST. NICHOLAS, OUR NEW ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE

F O R  G -IR L S  A N D  B O Y S .
The July number o f Scribner’«  M o n th ly , containing the introductory article of T h e G re a t South series, entitled “  The Neto JtouU 

to the Gulf, sent free to all new subscribers to Scribnkk’s  M o n th ly  for 1874, who request it at the time of making their subscription.

S crib n e r’ s M o n th ly  1
A N D  V

St. Nicholas, $7 OO. )
SCRIBNER & CO.,

65 4  Broadway, New York,


