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A  Visit to a Curious Chinese Temple.
BY S. L. BALDWIN.

Haytkg heard much of the Yung-fuh Monastery 
and its curious situation, we left our mission home 
at Foochow one bright autumn morning with the 
purpose of visiting it. The boat which we had 
employed for the occasion had gone around the pre
vious night to the other side of the island on 
which we live. At earliest light we are seated in 
our sedan chairs for a land trip across our island. 
How fresh and pleasant the air of this October 
morning! And what scenes of beauty meet our 
eyes! As we follow the narrow road (or, rather, 
path) around the side of the hill an immense valley 
stretches out below us, containing many hundreds 
of aeres, all covered with the beautiful green rice. 
The fields o f different owners are divided only by 
little ridges o f earth about a foot high; so, when 
the rice grows up two or three feet these little di
visions are entirely covered up, and the view pre
sented is tliat of one immense field of hundreds of 
acres covered with its carpet of prettiest green. 
The hymn tells us that

u  Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood 
Stand dressed La living green.”

Tl*ey enn scarcely be prettier than these; and when 
the wind sweeps playfully through them, and you 
can trace the waves from one side of the valley to 
the other, the “ living green” of the poet seems 
rather a reality than a metaphor. Here we enter a 
beaaitiful orange grove, whose trees will ere long 
be heavily laden with their golden fruit. Now a 
tall -camphor-tree, its trunk shooting straight up 
for thirty feet without a branch, and then throwing 
out branches far and wide, stands like a giant 
among the short but beautiful 1 ‘ L&ngngang ” trees 
beneath it.

But I must not tarry on these pleasant scenes. 
A charming ride of about an hour’s length brings 
us to the south side of the island, where we enter 
our boat and make our way down the south branch 
of the Min 1» the Yung-fuh River. Arrived at the

mouth of the latter, we wait for the tide to turn, 
and then, with a favoring breeze, away we go, 
rapidly ascending until we find ourselves shut in 
by the mountains, which rise on every side. The 
water is now so clear that we can see with distinct
ness every pebble on the bottom. As we pass a 
point where the mountain runs out abruptly into 
the river, an excitable member of the party calls 
out “  Hurrah! ” and immediately there comes back 
a distinct response, ‘ ‘ Hurrah! ” This sets us all 
to trying our lungs, and we find the echo quite 
equal even to “  Nebuchadnezzar ”  and “  Melchis- 
edek ” —words which twist up a Chinaman’s tongue 
beyond recovery.

Now we come to the foot of the rapids, where 
we must abandon our large boat, and take the little 
flat boats that ascend the rapids. How skillfully 
these sturdy boatmen engineer their little crafts 
between the projecting rocks, steering straight at 
them, until you are sure you are going to strike 
the next minute, when in an instant they whirl 
thorn around and go safely through the narrow 
passage, which is our only way of ascent! After 
half an hour of exhilarating experiences we reach 
our landing-place. Here the ladies take to their 
sedan-chairs, and the gentlemen prepare for a long 
climb up the steep mountain side. As we pass 
through the village, at the base a venerable old 
man comes out to meet us. He looks with intense 
interest, not unmixed with compassion, on one of 
our number who is adorned with a long beard, 
and whom he therefore supposes to be a very old 
man, though he is scarcely thirty-five. Our ven
erable friend has a long staff, which he proffers to 
Mr. M., saying, “ I perceive that you are an aged 
man. You will find it very difficult to ascend the 
mountain. I beseech you to accept this staff to 
help your trembling limbs.”  With all gravity Mr. 
M. accepts the staff, and afterward writes home to 
his mother in Denmark a merry account of the ten
der compassion awakened in his behalf by his 
long beard.
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Up we go, slowly, perspiringly, up, up, until 
the houses below look like the habitations of pig
mies—on, on, until clouds envelop us, and we can 
look down upon clouds scudding along far below 
us, until at last we reach the steps that lead up to 
the monastery. What a queer old place it seems 
as we approach it! The rocks hang over it, and 
seem ready to drop down upon it and crush it to 
atoms. Nature has hollowed out a place just big 
enough for a temple to set in, and of course the 
Buddhists have put a temple in it. All over the 
country, wherever there is a peculiar spot, a weird, 
romantic location, there is sure to be a temple put 
in it. Americans, along the line of the Pacific 
Railroad, are content with naming all such places 
after the devil; but the Chinese are not satisfied 
unless the devil actually sets up an establishment 
in them. Those tall, slender trees to the left of 
the steps are graceful bamboos. When we reach 
the monastery we are glad enough to have an op
portunity to rest awhile. We are refreshed by 
pure, cool water from a mountain spring. The 
priests salute us respectfully, and show us among 
their treasures empty bottles labeled “ Bass’s Pale 
Ale,”  “ London X X ,” and “  Hennessy’s Cognac,” 
showing only too plainly that liquor-loving for
eigners have been here before us.

The interior arrangements of the temple are like 
all the others—the same senseless gods of mud 
and wood; the same sort o f priests, with shaven 
heads and strings of beads, which they count while 
they repeat “ O-mi-to, O-mi-to; ”  the same burning 
incense; the same life of dreary monotony. We 
talk with the priests on the folly of idolatry. 
Some of them give a dull, careless assent to our 
remarks. Others claim that they do not worship 
idols—they worship the invisible Buddh, and the 
idols are only for the people, who need some mate
rial object to represent the god to them. Not 
here, but in another place, a Buddhist priest said 
in answer to us, “ Yes, yes; I acknowledge this 
is a very bad way to worship, but it is a very good 
way to get rice ” —thereby admitting that the only 
thing that attached him to the altars of Buddh 
was the food they provided for him.

There is a curious aqueduct here. It is simply 
a rope! The water trickles from a rock above the 
monastery. A long rope is fastened there, and the 
water runs down this rope forty or fifty feet into 
a sort of tank below.

The geologist and botanist would find very much 
to interest them here. Among other things, the 
latter -would prize the real ‘ ‘ maiden’s hair ”  fern, 
which grows abundantly in the cavernous recess 
behind the temple.

Some years ago the missions at Foochow made a 
division of territory for Gospel work, and in this 
division this district of Yung-fuh fell to our neigh
bors of the American Board. They don’t object,

however, to our selling Scriptures and tracts, and 
preaching the Gospel to the villagers, when we 
make such a trip as this. They have quite a com
pany o f Christians at Yung-fuh city, and a goodly 
number in the surrounding country. Idolatrous 
ceremonies have decreased greatly in number at 
Yung-fuh city; and this is believed to be due, at 
least partly, to the presence and influence of Chris
tianity there.

Of our return home from the monastery I will 
only say that we came the same way we went, and 
it is a great deal easier to come down mountains 
and rapids than to go up them.

Sweden.
O d e  Superintendent sends his annual report, and 
we lay some extracts before our readers. Brother 
Witting’s reports of his assistants show that the 
Church in Sweden is favored with a class of ear
nest, devoted, successful ministers. We are com
pelled to omit his glowing references. Surely our 
Master means to use Methodism to awaken Scan
dinavia.

“  We have seen the footsteps of the Lord, and 
experienced his saving presence in all our missions. 
The great event of the year was the visit of Bishop 
Foster. This strengthened our hands and hearts 
wonderfully, and the preachers seemed to receive 
a new baptism, and the effects of this we see and 
feel now. Several new societies have been organ
ized since this visit, and in many places we are 
blessed by wonderful manifestations of the holy 
revival spirit. Many souls have joined the Church 
on probation since our annual meeting, and all the 
signs indicate an unusually rich ingathering during 
the coming winter.

“  Stockholm, B. A. Carlson and J. Pedersen* mis
sionaries.—In this large city we have now three 
preaching places, and all of them are crowded with 
eager listeners every Sabbath. Our great need 
here is a chapel. The halls which we use, though 
the best we can obtain, are very poor quarters.

1‘ Upsala, N. Sandell, missioaary.—This is a very 
important mission, as being the seat of one of the 
great universities of this country, and we have a 
good society there. Our friends have bought a 
splendid lot in the central part of the city, and in
tend to build a chapel by next year.

“  Sigtuna, J. P. Danielson, missionary.—This cir
cuit is about midway between Stockholm and Up- 
sala, and the work is principally among the coun
try people. We have here a very good society of 
living souls, but the friends are generally poor, 
yet they are doing what they can to support the 
cause. Brother Danielson works hard, preaching 
and holding prayer-meetings five and six times a 
week, traveling on foot from appointment to ap
pointment.
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“  Gejle, Theodore Larson, missionary.—In this 
place, which is one of the largest shipping ports 
of this country and a wealthy town, we liave a 
good society of nearly one hundred members, and a 
very neat and suitable chapel.

“  Orsa, F. U. Liljigren, missionary.—This mis
sion is among the Dalecarlians, those brave and 
hardy people who more than once have saved this 
country from foreign foes. The mission is new, 
but the prospects are good, and since our annual 
meeting a society has been organized. I shall not 
wonder if we hear startling news from Brother 
Liljigren this winter.

“  Marko, C. F. Gustafson, missionary.—This place 
belonged formerly to Stockholm, but it was made 
a separate charge at our annual meeting, and 
Brother Gustafson was sent there. The work is 
young, being not yet a year old, yet we have over 
fifty members, and the country all around is open 
to us.

“  Norkopping, S. Hanson and J. Neilson, Senior, 
missionaries.—In this large manufacturing town we 
have a blessed work. The society is new, yet it 
counts nearly one hundred and fifty members. 
There are also four or five appointments in the 
country, hence two men are absolutely required 
here. In Norrk oping the members are exerting 
every nerve to raise means to build a chapel, but 
it will probably take two or three years ere they 
can undertake to build, as lots and building ma
terials are very high in this fast-growing and en
terprising place.

“  Halmkoping, John Hallberg, missionary.—This 
is a new mission, only about one year old, yet we 
have had abundant success. Our dear brother, 
Baron Ph. Pfeiff, lives on this mission, and does 
much by his influence, means, and social standing 
to help our cause. At one appointment they are 
now building a chapel, to which the baron has 
largely subscribed.

“  Eskilstuna, C. J. Johanson, missionary.—A 
wonderful work. We had great opposition here 
when we commenced, but the Lord has given us a 
most glorious victory. The society consists of 
more than one hundred members, fully two thirds 
being men. They have bought an excellent lot in 
the best part of the town, and intend soon to build.

“  Örebro Circuit, A. H. Berg and C. II. Elstrom, 
missionaries.—This is one of our largest and most 
important fields. It comprises some eight or ten 
appointments, and reported last June over five 
hundred members. We have a large chapel in the 
city of Örebro, and one is building now at Har- 
deno, another appointment fifteen miles from the 
city. I shall not wonder at all if  this mission re
port a thousand members, at our next annual meet
ing, for the Bishop’s visit had a most powerful in
fluence, and Brother Berg reports more than one 
hundred accessions since that time.

“ Hallsberg, J. Nielson, missionary.—This mission 
is in the country, and includes six appointments. 
We have a good chapel at Hallsberg, in which 
there are also rooms for the preacher. The work 
is in good condition.

“  Lindesberg, Alfred Julin, missionary.—This is a 
new field, belonging formerly to Örebro Circuit. 
Brother Julin came over from America this spring, 
and intends now to remain in Sweden.

“  Arboga, G. Fredengren, missionary.—In the 
town of Arboga and vicinity a blessed work of God 
is going on. The membership is over one hundred 
and fifty, and constantly increasing. We have a 
chapel in Arboga, and they are making prepara
tions to build another out in the country next 
summer.

“  Nara, J. Th. Kjellstrand, missionary.—In this 
mission we have a small society of about thirty 
members, and a good work is going on.

“ Philipstad, Augustus Wallin, missionary.—This 
has been a very hard field, but the ground is 
broken now, and we have glorious seasons. Large 
congregations assemble, especially in the country 
appointments, and many souls have found the 
Lord during the two last months.

“ Baimteter, P. G. Bergdahl, missionary.—There 
is a good work going on, and many souls have 
lately been converted. The friends have bought 
a house which they intend to refit for a chapel.

“ Newsund, Emanuel Nielson, missionary.—This 
is one of our most prosperous missions, and a won
der to all. More than fifty have joined the Church 
since conference, and there is not a meeting but 
that souls are converted. They have two chapels, 
and are preparing to build a third. Brother Niel
son has little education, but his talents are extraor
dinary, and rich and poor, high and low, delight 
to hear him. His whole soul is on fire with the 
love of God.

“  Sinhdping, A. P. Wigren, missionary.—In this 
eity we have a few members, and we have com
menced to preach there regularly since conference, 
and we will no doubt have a good society there 
ere long. It is the capital of the rich province of 
Ostrogothia, and a very important place.

“ Christinehamn, K. Hendrickson, missionary.— 
This is a new mission, an offspring from the mis
sion at Newsund. A glorious work has broken 
out, and the friends have already bought a house 
which they intend to use for a chapel.

“  Oottenberg, C. A. Stenholm, preacher in charge, 
E. Stenholm, assistant.—The work in this city is in 
a good condition. The meetings are crowded, and 
souls are constantly won for the Lord. Since our 
annual meeting more than thirty have been received 
into full connection, and a goodly number en pro
bation.

“ Majorna,, Frederick Ahgren, missionary.—This 
mission is in the suburbs o f Gottenberg, and was
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made a separate charge at our conference. We 
are making preparations to build a cliapel there. 
All the building stuff is bought, but we have some 
trouble in getting a suitable lot. The people are 
poor and few, but they have done wonders.

u Walda, T. O. Wallin, missionary.—This circuit 
comprises some five or six appointments, and a 
deep and good work is done. There are two 
chapels on the circuit, and the friends are paying 
off the debt on them as fast as possible. The 
membership was one hundred and twenty-three at 
our annual meeting, but many have joined since 
that time.

u Gfrebbestad, T. G. Fin^rces, missionary.—A new 
mission and a new preacher. This mission was 
commenced in May. and a good society is already 
formed. Large doors open all around, and much 
opposition.

‘ ; War herg, C. Wallennes, missionary. —This is our 
hardest field. Opposition and persecution are ram
pant here, but the Lord has so far given us the 
victory. We have one chapel in the country, four 
or five miles from the town, and here the mob is 
constantly breaking the windows, being maddened 
because they have lost so many of their comrades 
by conversion. It was in this town where our 
dear Brother Nielson was imprisoned for Christ’s 
sake, and we hope soon to have a good Methodist 
chapel here as a testimony against our enemies. 
Brother Wallennes also has been fined for preach
ing the Gospel here, but he has appealed to the 
king, and I think that he will annul the judgment.

uMalrnoe, A. Palm, missionary.—In this large 
and important city *ur work has not prospered as 
we could wish, but yet we have a good society 
there. The main trouble has been in not having 
a suitable hall.

“  Carlskrona, J. T. Larson, preacher in charge, 
and C. Lindekog, assistant.—In this city and sur
rounding country we have a great work. The 
chapel in Carlskrona is entirely too small for the 
large crowds that want to hear the Gospel. The 
.membership is nearly three hundred, and they are 
doing a great deal for the support of the work. 
They have raised this year, for various purposes, 
over $1,200, gold.

“  CarUhrona Circuit, C. Raab, missionary.— 
Around the city of Carlskrona are several villages 
and towns in which we have regular preaching, 
and Brother Raab, under the supervision of the 
quarterly conference, supplies these places.

“  Carhluamn, J. M. Ericson, missionary.—Here 
we have a good little society, organized last year, 
and the prospects are very fair. There are several 
appointments in the surrounding country which 
the missionary regularly visits. They have a chapel 
in the city, and they are struggling hard te pay off 
the indebtedness on it.

“  Christianople, N. Holmgren, missionary.—This

mission is in the country, among a rich and indus
trious farming population, and includes several 
appointments. At the town of Christianople we 
have a neat chapel, built and donated to the 
Church by our dear Brother Kringelbach, in Carls
krona. The society is as yet small, but many of 
the rich farmers have opened their houses for 
preaching, and we expect a good harvest here.

“  CalmaTyJ. Kehlstrom, missionary.—This is one 
of our best missions. Many of the so-called better 
classes belong to the society here, and a great many 
are regular attendants at our meetings. In the 
city we have an excellent chapel, and in one of 
the country appointments we are building one now.

“ Moensterose, Johannes Rooth, missionary.—Here 
we have a chapel and a hard-working people. 
The society is not large, being only about forty 
members, but we have large congregations, and 
every thing indicates a coming revival.

“  Oscarshamn, C. R.Hertvig,missionary.—Anew 
mission started this spring and already in good 
shape. A small society is organized which has 
more than doubled since conference, and large 
crowds attend our meetings.

“ Westerwih, A. F. Wahlstrand, missionary.— 
Here we have a small society organized this year. 
We are troubled here a good deal on account of 
not being able to get a good hall, but we have 
some hope now of getting one.

“  Newbro, C. T. Peterson, missionary.—Here we 
have had a hard struggle, but the Lord has given 
us the victory. Brother Peterson has been in dan
ger for his life several times. At one time some 
base fellows tried to bury him alive, and if it had 
not been for some people passing by I am afraid 
that he would at least have been badly hurt. Now 
matters have turned, and we have peace and pros
perity. Brother Peterson is full of faith and love 
and without fear, and does his work manfully.

“  Wisby, D. S. Forlin and R. Cerderberg, mis
sionaries.—The work here is now in a most prom
ising condition. We have a chapel in the city, 
which is so crowded every Sabbath that the people 
literally trample upon each other. The friends are 
now collecting means to build another and a much 
larger house of worship, and they are succeeding 
wonderfully well. In one of the country appoint
ments they are building also. We have lost many 
members by removals since conference. Not lesa 
than fifty-three left this place all at once for Amer
ica—enough to form a pretty good society—but 
the Lord is filling their places by new-bom souls.

“ Otstergarn, A. J. Gustafson, missionary.—On 
this circuit, comprising some six regular appoint
ments, we have a membership of seventy-seven, 
and one chapel at Oestergarn and another building 
at Kraeklingbo, which is now ready for dedication. 
Buttle, with eighty-four members, was set off from 
this mission last spring and made a separate charge,
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and this accounts for the smallness of the member
ship as compared with last year. But large crowds 
attend our meetings, and souls are constantly con
verted and added to the Church.

“  Buttle, G. A. Hagman, missionary.—There we 
have a good chapel and a good society. The peo
ple are poor in worldly goods, but rich in faith, 
and the Lord is with them in all their assemblies 
in wondrous mercy.

“  Laerbro, C. J. Johanson, Jr., missionary.—A 
new mission sprung up this summer. A society of 
more than forty members is already formed, and 
the crowds that attend our meetings are very large. 
The Lord has poured out his Spirit in a wonderful 
manner upon them, and several times it has been 
impossible to dismiss the congregation, as no one 
wanted to g o ; but they have kept up their meetings 
till far after midnight, and scores o f souls have 
been awakened and cried for mercy.

“ As new dooi’s continually open, and by the 
moving of our members, who spread the holy fire, 
societies are often formed in new places, I must 
ask a small sum for additional missionaries, so that 
I may be enabled to send a man to take charge of 
these new openings and societies.”

Pertabgarh.
P e r t a b g a r h  is an English civil station in Southern 
Oudh, about twenty-five miles from Allahabad. 
We have no missionary or native helper there, but 
a local preacher from Lucknow removed there 
about two years ago, and at once began to work 
among both Europeans and natives. Brother 
M’Mahon, our missionary at Roy Bareilly, visits 
Pertabgarh two or three times every year, and I 
try to spend a few days there when passing through 
that part of the province. During my last visit I 
was entertained by a native “ Rajah,” a descend
ant of one of the former Hindoo princes, and rec
ognized by the English as one of the nobles of 
Oudh. This man is not a Christian, but he has 
broken caste, and his wife has thrown aside the 
vail, and both are adopting civilized, if not Chris
tian, habits. When I reached their house the Ra
jah was absent, but his wife met me at the door, 
shook hands, inquired after friends in Lucknow, 
and invited me in with as much grace and self- 
possession as if trained by our rules of etiquette. 
Ten years ago such a phenomenon as this would 
have seemed simply incredible; and the fact that 
a native lady, a niece of one of the most respect
able princes in India, dares to thus bid defiance 
to the most deeply-rooted prejudice of all Oriental 
lands, shows that a wonderful change is impend
ing in Indian society.

It may seem a very simple thing for a native lady 
- to receive a gentleman in this way, but the reader

in America can form no idea of the painful strug
gles which this poor woman had to undergo before 
she was able to muster up enough courage to come 
out of the seclusion of the “  Zenana.” A woman 
who has never been seen by the outside world is 
the most timid of all living creatures. I was pres
ent in the Ladies’ Mission Home, Lucknow, when 
this lady made her first appearance in European 
society, and it was simply painful to see how much 
effort it cost her to pass the trying ordeal. When 
dinner was announced she went to the table with 
the rest, but when asked to eat she at first refused, 
and when gently pressed she cried like a child. 
This timidity, however, she has bravely conquered, 
and during my stay at her house, when the English 
residents were invited to dine with me, the grace
ful hostess walked to the table leaning upon the 
arm of the deputy commissioner, and retained the 
most perfect self-possession throughout the evening.

During my stay at Pertabgarh I preached every 
evening in English to the few residents of the 
place. The Rajah sent his buggy to bring some 
poor families, and himself accompanied me to 
each service. Several other English-speaking na
tives attended, and some of them seem to be pon
dering the question of following their adventurous 
young countryman in his social reforms. Mean
while a multitude of humbler men are watching all 
these things attentively, and among some of them 
I think a deeper religious impression is being made 
than among the higher ranks. It is infinitely 
easier to induce men to adopt the refinements of 
polite society than to take up the humiliations of 
the cross. And yet God can work among high and 
low, and we pray without ceasing that he may 
glorify himself in the salvation of these poor peo
ple, whether nobles or plebeians.

Grondah and Bahraich..
T h e se  two cities are situated east of the River 
Gogra, in sub-Himalayan Oudh. Far several years 
past Brother Weatherby has had charge of both 
stations; but ill health compelled him to ask for a 
removal, and Brother B. H. Badley was appointed 
to succeed him. As Brother B. had just arrived 
in India and was unacquainted with the language, 
it was thought best to have him remain in Luck
now till after the rains, when he will proceed to 
his appointed station. The work in Lucknow, 
owing to Brother Messmore’s return to America, 
needed strengthening, and Brother Badley has his 
time fully engaged.

Meanwhile a good work has been going on at 
both Gondali and Bahraich. At the former place 
we have an efficient native preacher, and are also 
greatly assisted by a zealous lay member of our 
Church, who was converted in Lucknow some time
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ago, and is now in Government service at Gondali. 
About seventy children have been gathered into 
Sunday-schools, and the day-schools are also doing 
well. At Baliraich the work is even more encour
aging. Two girls’ schools and three boys’ schools 
are supervised by the native preacher, and the 
Sunday-school is one of the best in the district. 
Several inquirers have applied for baptism, and 
from all inquiries we have been able to make we 
are led to hope that at least two of these are wor
thy persons. A resident missionary is greatly 
needed at Bahraich. The mission house has been 
empty for nearly four years, but we hope the lib
erality and prompt action of the Board in sending 
us reinforcements will enable us to reoccupy the 
station next year.

Wisconsin Norwegian District.
R e v . A. I I a a g e n s e k , P. E., writes:

‘ 1 To the glory of God, we rejoice to say that 
souls have been converted and saved among our 
countrymen, and joined our respective charges in 
the district this year. There have also been built 
two churches, one at Chicago and another at 
"Whitewater. We have an increase of Church 
property amounting to $7,000. Our benevolent 
collections have been taken generally, and we shall 
have about $100 increase in collection for missions 
this year.

“ Four and a half years since, when I was put 
on this district, we had three hundred and seven
teen members and sixty probationers; ten churches, 
valued at $12,600; two parsonages, valued at 
$1,100; paid in supporting our preachers $1,133, 
and for missions $367 65. We close this year with 
about one thousand members, including probation
ers; sixteen churches, valued at $53,700; five par
sonages, valued at $10,000; paid in supporting 
pastors about 3,000, and collected for missions 
$600— a net increase in four and a half years of 
five hundred members, $50,000 in Church property, 
for support o f pastors $1,867, and for missions 
$232 35.

“ I am glad to let you know that our work 
among our countrymen is a great work. We have 
in the State o f Wisconsin at least eighty thousand 
Norwegians. Iowa and Minnesota have about one 
hundred and fifty thousand souls; and taking 
Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota, and other States, 
we must count at least five hundred thousand Nor
wegians in this country. And taking also into 
consideration the many thousands pouring upon 
our shores every year, you will easily perceive that 
the Methodist Episcopal Church has a great work 
to do among this people.

“  It is a fact that the Norwegian population is 
more numerous in this country than that of the

Swedes. While the Norwegians have two thirds, 
the Swedes have but one third. It is also an im
portant fact to be noticed that the mass of emigra
tion from Norway comes principally from places 
where our missions in Norway have not yet been 
established. If the operation o f our mission in 
Nomay had been in places where the principal 
emigration existed, our influence on the emigrants 
here as a Church would have been much greater 
and stronger to-day.

“ We rejoice greatly in what has been done, 
and pray God and the Church to help us in carry
ing on this great and grand work among our 
countrymen.

“  Six years since we had no Norwegian society 
in Chicago; we have now two Churches there, and 
one of them self-supporting. We shall ask an in
crease of $500 in our missionary appropriation to 
meet the present demand of our work for next 
year.”

Minnesota Norwegian District. 
P r e s id in g  E l d e r  J ohnson  has these words of 
cheer:

“ I desire to praise our heavenly Father for the 
mercy and love, peace and prosperity, with which 
he has graciously crowned the now closing year.

“ The preachers preached and labored together 
in the spirit of love and unity. The people have, 
with gladness of heart, taken hold of every effort 
put forth for the spread and building up of Christ’s 
kingdom among my countrymen; they rejoice and 
are glad, and are thankful to God and the Church, 
for the arrangement made a year ago by which 
they have had the Gospel preached and the sacra
ments duly administered to them in their own na
tive language, which is a priceless privilege.

“ As a district, we began the now closing year 
with four Churches. We will begin the coming 
one with eight. Our people have been reminded 
of their duty with regard to supporting the preach
ers sent them, and I think there has been a more 
systematic effort made in this direction than ever 
before; yet it must be remembered that many of 
our people are poor, especially those who have been 
but a short time in this country. The missionary 
rule has been followed on every charge, and our 
people are taking a healthy interest in the mission
ary cause. The preachers on the district have, 
with more or less regularity, met with and cate
chised the children, as the Discipline directs, every 
week, and this work is bearing precious fruit. 
As a district, we need Methodist books in our own 
language, both for our children and membership.

“  In conclusion, permit me to say, dear brethren, 
that the prospect for a continuous good work here 
in the North-west among my countrymen is quite 
encouraging. Many new places are waiting our 
coming. From the frontier and from the city the
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voice of need is heard, 1 Come and help us; ’ and 
by your continued aid we mean to labor on in this 
holy toil, feeling assured that the good Lord, who 
has been with us in our work during the past, will 
bless us more and more in the future.”

New Orleans District.
T h e  Presiding Elder, Rev. J. O. Hartzell, reports 
progress, and assigns the following evidences:

1. Church building enterprise. In the city three 
church edifices are going lip, worth respectively 
$5,000 and $10,000 each. One is so far completed 
that a congregation worships within its walls. 
Three others are being erected in the country. A 
$1,200 church built by whites has been dedicated, 
as also one in another neighborhood built by col
ored people, costing $1,000.

2. There is a good increase in the number of 
Church members. There are gracious revivals in 
progress. In one Church he saw recently one hun
dred persons seeking salvation.

3. He also reports growing interest and success 
in the German work on the Gulf.

4. New opportunities are afforded for preaching 
the word and establishing societies.

5. While the adverse influence of the panic is 
severely felt, the benevolent collections will be 
fair.

The cry is still that men and means are needed. 
It is for the Church to supply them. We await its 
answer.

Germany.
T h e  Mission Committee from the Conference in 
Germany and Switzerland says:

“  By the blessing of God we are able to report 
this year an increase of five hundred and fifty-six 
members, giving a total of eight thousand five 
hundred and thirteen. The money collected this 
year is forty thousand five hundred and sixty-eight 
thalers, an increase o f four thousand thalers over 
last year, besides six hundred dollars (seven hun
dred and seventy-four thalers) which will be sent to 
the Missionary Society. The above-mentioned 
sum of forty-one thousand three hundred and 
forty-two thalers was collected for the following 
purposes:

Thaler*.
Preachers’ Salary......................................  5,390
Preachers’ Aid Society...........................  588
Missionary Institute................................. 1,817
Tract Society............................................  656
Bible Society..............................................  73
Sunday-School U n ion .............................  85
Missionary Saciety................................... 774
Traveling Expenses................................. 551
Chapel Building (local)...........................  7,147
Interest on Chapol Debts...................  3,564

Thalers.
Kent.............................................................  4,401
Stewards’ Treasury..................................  12,208
Poor.............................................................  877
Sunday-school Expenses.........................  2,630
Various........................................................ 380
Church Building Aid Society . . : ..........  247

“ In presenting this financial statement to the 
Board we beg to observe that most of our members 
have contributed according to, yea, in many cases, 
above, their abilities. Until the present time our 
connection has only extended among that class of 
population that by hard toil and great economy 
have gained their substance. We trust the day is 
not far distant when the better-situated classes 
will join us.”

The thaler is worth about seventy-two cents, 
gold.

We submit the above is a most reputable exhibit. 
Those German converts are growing in grace, and 
one mark is increasing liberality.

We commend the figures to the attention of cer
tain home Churches, which may study them with 
profit.

P e k in g .— L e t t e r  p r o m  N a t i v e  P r e a c h e r .—  
Rev. H. H. Lowry writes : “ I inclose a letter re
ceived from one of the preachers just sent out on 
the Pachon Circuit, and, lest it may not edify you, 
I send the accompanying explanation of its con
tents :

“ ‘ A letter of information to the pastor, Mr. 
Lowry, from his stupid friend, Chiang Hsin-chai.

“  ‘ I left Peking on Tuesday and that day arrived 
at the district city Kuan, where I preached. At 
3 P. M. I proceeded on my way and spent the night 
at a market-town called Nin To. Thursday, both 
day and night, it rained very hard, and the mud 
was very deep. The Lord kept me in peace, and 
that night I spent at Nan Meng. Friday noon I 
reached Pachon, and put up at the inn in the south 
suburb. There I met a Christian called Choufu- 
shun from the village Pomu-chiao, in the district 
of Pao-ting, and also a man called Tien-vuanfu 
from the village Chao-yang, in Shan-si, who is a 
believer. I explained the doctrine to him. Hope 
the Lord will grant this man the influence of the 
Holy Ghost, that he may obtain salvation.

“  ‘ I have had peace all the way, hence send you 
this note. I pray continually for all the brethren 
to the Lord, who has all Christians in his own 
presence. I hope that in every place those who 
sit in darkness may be saved right early.

“ Sixth Moon, 11th day, (July 5th).’ ”

T h e r e f o r e , my beloved brethren, be ye stead
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not in vain in the Lord. 1 Oor. xv, 58.
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Our Engraving.
W e give our readers a carefully prepared engraving 
of Yokohama, llie principal seat of our opening 
mission in Japan. Its excellency consists in part 
in the conscientious faithfulness of the copy. Our 
artist followed a native map, made on a large scale, 
and done in high colors. Dr. Maclay, who for
warded it, says:

“  I inclose a Japanese map of the city of Yoko
hama, with a few explanations in English written 
on it. First, let me make a remark to prevent 
misapprehensions. You observe a picture, of a 
bridge near the canal, and almost in the center of 
the map. Please bear in mind that the picture is 
merely ornamental. Since it was drawn all that 
portion of the city limits has been surveyed and 
the larger portion laid out in building lots, while 
ample provision has been made for a public park.

“ Our proposed church lot, which you will find at 
one end of the bridge, faces the public park, and 
is on a comer formed by two important streets— 
one being the street leading westward from the 
Japanese custom-house and the foreign consulates 
to the canal and bluffs beyond, where the private 
residences o f the foreign community and the for
eign legations are situated; the other running di
rectly from the foreign concession (or city) to the 
Japanese city. The position is one of the best for 
our purposes which the city affords.”

Bishop Harris, after a full inspection, assigns 
the following reasons for establishing our mission 
at Yokaliama:

“ After the most careful and prayerful consid
eration, Dr. Maclay and I agree that the center of 
our missionary operations in Japan should be in 
Yokohama, and that at least two other points— 
Hakodadi, on the island of Yesso, and Nagasaki, 
on the island of Kui-siu—should be occupied imme
diately.

“ The occupation of Yokohama carries with it 
also the occupation of Yeddo, the capital of the 
empire, which is but twenty-four miles distant by 
an excellent railway.

“ The reasons for selecting Yokohama as the 
center of our mission are in part as follows, namely: 

“  1. It is impracticable at present to procure suit
able premises for our mission at Yeddo. With 
the advice and assistance of resident missionaries 
and others, Dr. Maclay had examined this subject 
thoroughly before my arrival, and made every ef
fort in his power to procure even a temporary 
residence for his family in Yeddo, but without 
Buccess.

“  2. Yokohama is the commercial capital of Ja
pan. Here concentrate railroads, telegraphs, steam
ship lines, and all business interests of the empire. 
It is entirely probable that the importance of this 
city under the new regime in Japan will be per
manent. For conducting missionary operations in

this country no other city offers the facilities which 1 
Yokohama proffers.

“  3. The population of Yokohama, including the 
native towns immediately adjacent, is estimated at 
one hundred and fifty thousand or two hundred 
thousand, and it is believed that the population 
will steadily increase. It is, moreover, an inter- , 
esting and important consideration that the people 
o f Yokohama have been drawn from all parts of 
the empire, so that this city is in fact, in some 
sort, a representative of the entire nation.

“ 4. By railway, Yokohama is within forty min- , 
utes of Yeddo; and as there are hourly trains dur
ing the day between the two cities, we shall have 
admirable facilities from this point for supervising 
the missionary operations which we expect to in
stitute and carry forward in Yeddo.”

The Closing Year.
R u g ged  D ecem b er  closes th e calendar year, and 
w ith  it  also closes th e  m ission  year o f  our fo re ig n  
w ork , an d  som e retrospection  m ay n ot be w ithout 
advantage.

The executive officers of the Society have been 
actively engaged in their official duties. They 
have visited the sessions of the conferences, ad
dressed public meetings, conducted the correspond
ence of the Board with the missions, and such other 
work as devolved upon them. Of this they are 
certain: they have done as much as they were able 
to do. They have been met with cordial greetings, 
and are under great obligations for kind offices 
rendered them.

T h e  Y e a r ' s W o r k .
The closing year has been one of organizing 

and reinforcing. Mexico has been opened, and 
Drs. Butler and Carter have been sent out with 
their families. A good beginning has been made 
in securing Church property, gathering congrega
tions, enrolling members, opening schools, etc. 
Dr. Butler is never wanting in dash; and if the 
Church shall respond to his earnest, persistent, 
eloquent calls, this mission will be largely rein
forced, and pushed forward with great rapidity. 
It is simply essential that additional laborers be 
sent at a very early day. This mission received 
the personal attention of Bishop Haven in its ini
tial stages.

Japan has been entered. Dr. Maclay has gone, 
and is accompanied by Brothers Soper, Davison, 
Correll, and Harris, with their wives. The mission 
opens with perhaps the largest force ever placed 
by our Society in an opening field. Here the Su
perintendent began his work in consultation with 
Bishop Harris. The difficulties are not small, but 
the mission opens promisingly. Grave questions 
are there to be settled. The situation demands
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wisdom, and we invoke the prayers of the Church 
that the battle with Buddhism and other forms of 
error may be divinely ordered.

There has also been great activity in reinforcing 
existing missions. India has been made glad by 
the return of Waugh, Mansell, and Knowles, and 
the additional hands and hearts of Brother and Sis
ter Mudge, Brother and Sister M’Henry, and Broth
ers R. Gray and Scott. True, this is partially 
offset by the compulsory return, on account of 
sickness, of Wilson, Messmore, and Weatherby. 
They stayed until the last moment—some of them, 
perhaps, too long.

If there was ever any reason of complaint that 
China was not, relatively, fully reinforced, it surely 
does not exist at present. Brother Edgell and wife 
have gone to Foochow. Kiukiang has been 
strengthened by the arrival of Brothers Strittmater, 
Hykes, and Cook. This fairly mans, for the 
present, this promising and geographically impor
tant field. Peking has received the addition of 
Harris, Walker, and Pyke, with their wives. It is 
true, the missions have suffered by withdrawal. 
Brother Wheeler, with his family, is home on fur
lough fairly earned.

Bulgaria has been reoccupied. Dr. Long, the 
able and scholarly superintendent, having resigned 
to devote himself to educational work in Constan
tinople, Rev. F. W. Flocken was appointed his 
successor. He has thoroughly reorganized the 
mission, and we are glad to report it in a prosper
ous state. The Church has not yet realized the 
importance o f this field. Apart from the popula
tion it touches directly, it may become the base of 
operations among the Russians, and we are not 
certain but the agents are already in training. 
The return of Brother Buchtel was a severe blow, 
but the circumstances appeared to demand it. It 
is believed that even this afflictive blow to Bulga
ria will not be without providential compen
sations.

In our Territories, Arizona has been reinforced 
by the appointment of Brother Boyard, and New 
Mexico by that of Brother Mathieson.

It will be apparent that the closing year has 
been one of active reinforcement. Twenty-five 
men have been put under commission, and most 
of them have gone to their fields accompanied by 
devoted wives, true helpers in the Lord.

D e l a y s .

Various causes have operated to delay the or
ganization o f the missions in Intro-Africa and 
Canton. The hesitation has been partly from want 
o f information, partly from uncertainty as to the best 
men for those responsible positions, and largely be
cause the perilous times have compelled the ad
ministration to ask after the means. The Church 
may be certain that no needless delay will be

permitted by those who are charged with these 
important interests.

Nor have we seen our way open to send addi
tional helpers to aid William Taylor in Western 
India. We do not doubt but we can secure sin
gle men willing to volunteer and to go, accepting 
such support as the people may give them, nor do 
we under-estimate the importance o f the work. 
We had gone 'as far in sending laborers abroad 
as the means in our treasury, or reasonably certain 
to be there, would warrant. If there has been 
any failure to move promptly the blame is neither 
with the Bishops, the Board of Managers, or the 
Secretaries, but belongs to the Churches as such.

E n c o u r a g e m e n t .

The Church has the right to know whether the 
missions she plants and sustains promise sufficient 
returns. Let it consider:

L After careful investigation the centers of mis
sion labor have been chosen, the stakes have been 
driven, the lines have been surveyed, the intrench- 
ments made. The beginning has been effected.

n. In Oriental, European, South American, and 
Mexican missions Churches are already gathered 
— Churches made up of converted men, women, 
and children; Churches self-governing, self-per
petuating, and self-propagating. Some of them 
are rapidly approaching the state of self-support. 
The feasibility of heathen conversion is no longer 
an open question.

ni. Our missions have secured the agencies of 
rapid growth. First, of those we have sent abroad 
there is a strong force of educated men and women 
who have acquired the languages of their various 
fields, who are familiar with the manners and 
customs, and who fully understand the points of 
attack and agents of resistance.

In the next place, we have under training a mul
titude of children and youth from whom our 
Churches are gaining converts and prospectively 
Christian laborers. In some of our older missions 
we are gathering the second generation of believers.

Again, we see arising a strong native ministry. 
It is no thought of the missionary movement of 
the age that it will ever carry forward the great 
work of the world’s conversion by an exported 
ministry. Each country must be saved through 
its own sons and daughters. With the exception 
of one or two of our recently occupied fields, our 
European missions make no demand for laborers 
on us. The men are there and are crowding into 
the ranks. The good done by such laborers as 
Gabriel Petrof in Bulgaria is not to be known un
til the day of the Lord.

It is cheering to see the lists of native preachers 
in China and India. Of course they are imperfect, 
but God means to save the world through the min
istry of imperfect men. ,
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IV. And then the Spirit has bee'n poured upon 
our missions. The facts published from month to 
month in these columns prove that many have been 
added to the Lord. In Sweden our work has taken 
a strong hold upon the public mind; the revival 
has been so continued and extended, so marked in 
its results, as to compel general attention. So all 
through Scandinavia indifference is yelding to ear
nest, practical consideration of this new religious 
potency. Wearedoing well in Germany. Ouropen- 
ing in Italy is auspicious. Our missions, with few 
exceptions, are crowned with diadems of saved 
humanity. 0, Methodist people, you can only dis
credit the results of your own missions by deny
ing the work wrought by the Captain of your sal
vation !

A t  H o m e .

The amount of aid rendered home evangelism 
by the Parent Society in part appears from statis
tics. The Southern conferences, which have been 
aided so lavishly, have been visited with gracious 
revivals. There is waking up a conscience, too 
long at least semi-torpid, on the subject of sup
porting the institutions of the Church. The col
ored people begin to show signs of rallying t© their 
duty. They are being taught that Christianity is 
something besides a shout and a song—that it means 
work and giving. An experienced presiding elder 
in one of those conferences writes, “  Retrench until 
the people see that they must do for themselves.” 
Many are seeing it, and very gratifying percentages 
of increase in missionary contributions have been 
made by some of those conferences.

Westward the cry is still for help—for increased 
help. The cry is not a causeless one. In those 
broad valleys are to be fought and won some of 
the great victories of Christ. We know that it is 
true that a comparatively small expenditure now 
would be worth thousands by and by, but who 
will provide the means for that small expenditure? 
As yet, our work at home draws far more heavily 
upon our treasury than the work abroad. Would 
that it could be pushed faster and urged into 
broader proportions! and so it can be with in
creased means.

T h e  O u t l o o k .

We write with the aching distress created by 
the panic still abiding. We fear it will most ad
versely affect large givers—men who have dealt in 
stocks, money, and fluctuating merchandise. But 
the land has as many dollars as before the panic. 
It is full of grain, for whieh short European crops 
have made ample market. Its iron and coal are 
richer than mines of gold and silver, yet it has 
them also. Now what is wanted, and what will 
save the cause, is the systematic working of the 
Plan of the Discipline, so as to secure some help 
from each man, woman, and child in Methodism.

There is not a member of the Church in the poor
est circuit of the poorest district of the South who 
cannot give one cent a week for the cause of mis
sions. There is not a Sunday-school but can aver
age the same to its scholars. The cause demands 
these systematic littles, and they can not only save 
it, but augment its power. Let the canvass be early 
and thorough. Let the poorest be urged to lay 
aside at least one cent a week, and others in pro
portion. Make in each charge an arrangement 
for weekly offerings, and it will make 1874 the 
grandest missionary year in the history of Method
ism. Our outcry is, Save the pennies! Collect 
the pennies! Give the pennies!

Men of means must not fail us. They must di
vide their reduced exchequer with our missions. 
Long before 1874 shall pass into his snowy 
grave prosperity will return. This country is not 
to be bankrupted : the world needs it. Trade will 
resume its activity. Meantime, it is not the best 
thing for the future to dissolve partnership with 
the Lord of heaven and earth.

Retrench.
FACTS FOR THOSE WHO CLAMOR FOR IT.

It will cost us more to bring home our mission
aries than to support them where they are.

We have put entirely too much money in the 
work to quit now. When your walls were up with 
that new house you were “ pinched,” but felt you 
must get on the roof ahd save it. When the roof 
was on, you felt that it had cost so much you must 
complete it so as to have it earning something. 
Just so.

And now it occurs to us that it would not be ju
dicious to abandon what we have gained, and let 
it go into disorganization and decay.

Have you thought what a blow the breaking up 
of missions would be to commerce and trade ? It 
would affect the exchanges of the world. Do you 
want any other elements of panic just now?

Why, if you will give us a tithe of what the 
Government collects as taxes on tobacco we will 
double our mission force, and you know the panic 
has not made you drop off one cigar or buy a paper 
of fine-cut less.

Systematic giving will do better than cowardly 
retrenchment.

Going backward is unpleasant for every thing 
but crawfish.

Don’t decide in hot haste to lessen your mission
ary contribution first thing. See if something else 
can’t stand it better.

Courage is better than cowardice.
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Missionary, Christmas, and Annual 
Lesson-Review Service.

PREPARED BT i. H. VINCENT, DJ>.
No. 4.] [December, 18T8.

LNTEODUCTORY.
L  R k s p o n s i t b  R e a d i n g s  f r o m  I s a i a h .

Lea/Ur. Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
School. And the glory o f  the Lord is risen upon thee.
L. For, behold, the dart ness shall coyer the earth,
& And gross darkness the people:
L  Bat the Lord shall arise upon thee,
8. And his glory shall he seen upon thee.
L. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light,
S. And kings to the brightness o f thy rising.
L. The abundance o f the sea shall be converted unto thee,
S. The forces o f the Gentiles shall come unto thee.
L. The sun shall be no more thy light by day,
& Neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee:
L. But the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light,
8. And thy God thy glory.
L. As the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth 

the things that are sown in it to spring forth;
&  Bo the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring 

forth before all the nations.

II. Sosa. L. M.
[Let all sing earnestly. Have no instrumental interludes.] 

D xtke S treet. X .  JtL.

± :

Choir. Great Chid, whose universal sway
The known and unknown worlds obey,

School. Now give the kingdom to thy Son,
Extend his power, exalt his throne.

Choir. Thy scepter well becomes his hands;
All heaven 6nbmits to his commands;
His justice shall avenge the poor,
And pride and rage prevail no more.

School. As rain on meadows newly mown, 
go shall be send his influence down;
His grace on feinting souls distills,
Like heavenly dew on thirsty hills.

Choir and School. The heathen lands that lie beneath 
The shades of overspreading death,
Bevive at his first dawning light,
And deserts blossom at the sight.

IIL  Pbatzb.
[Let the school kneel, or arise and with bowed head read this 

“  Litany ”  responsively, after which let an extemporaneous prayer 
be offered, closing with the hordes prayer, in which all should au
dibly Join.]

Leader. O God, our Father in heaven;
School. Bless and watch over fh,y children..
L. O God our Saviour, Son o f the Father, who didst take children 

in thine arms,
S. Embrace us tolth the arms o f thy mercy.
L. O God our Sanctifler, the Holy Ghust, proceeding from the 

Father and the Son;
S. Make and keep vs ever in spirit as little children.
L. O Blessed and Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one 

only God,
& Make us one in thee.
jL Eemember not, O Lord, our offenses, but forgive us oar .sins; 

forgive thy children, whom thoa hast redeemed;
S. Forgive us, good Lord.
L . From all evil, from sin, from the temptations o f  the world, the 

flesh, and the devil;

& Good Lord, deliver us.
L. From evil thoughts, from envy, vanity, and selfishness, from 

hatred and anger, from malice and jealousy;
S. Good Lord, deliver its.
L. From disobedience to our parents, disrespect to our teachers, 

inattention to our lessons, and irreverence in thy house,
S. Good Lord, deliver vs.
L. We beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God, and pray thee to 

bless this Sunday-school and the Church of which it is a part;
S. We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
L. V e  pray thee to bless our pastor, our superintendent, our teach

ers, and all who labor for our good;
8. We beseech thee to hear vs, good Lord.
L. We pray thee that we may seek to be like our Lord JesuB in 

all gentleness, and charity, and holy labors;
& We beseech thee to hear vs, good Lord.
L. That we may pity the poor, the ignorant, the weak, and the de

graded, and do all in our power for their relief;
S. We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
L  Blessed Saviour, we beseech thee to hear as.
S. Blessed Saviour, we beseech thee to hear us.

[Extemporaneous prayer.]
“  Our Father, who art in heaven”  etc.

IV. Song.
[With warmth and strength, by the whole School.] 

H urem burff. 7*.

Bing we to our God above,
Praise eternal as his love;
Praise the name o f God most high;
Praise him, all below the sky;
Praise him, all ye heavenly host,—
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
As through countless ages past,
Evermore his praise shall last

V. W o b d s  o f  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  or C h e e k .

Let ten scholars, called “  The Ten Voices,”  come to the platform, 
announced by the “ Leader," “  Pastor,”  or “  Superintendent ”  as fol
lows:

“  That our knowledge may be increased, onr faith strengthened, 
our hope confirmed, and our zeal intensified, we call upon the Voices 
of Knowledge and o f Hope to give us Missionary words for our 
profit”  [As the “  Voices”  come to the platform let the]

School sing: Watchman, tell us of the night,
What its signs o f promise are.

Voices. Trav’ ler, o’er yon mountain's height
See the glory beaming star.

School. Watchman, does its beauteous ray
Aught of hope or joy foretell T

Voices. Trav’ ler, yes, it brings the day—
Promised day of IsroeL

Leader. What words of cheer for us have you concerning the prog
ress and prospects o f Christianity in the world f

Voice 1. Since 1804 there have been issued over one hundred, and 
thirty-one million Bibles in two hundred and seventy-four lan
guages.

School. One hundred and thirty-one million Bibles, in two hundred 
and seventy-four languages since 1804.

Voice 2. Every hour o f each working day there are over thirteen 
hundred Bibles being printed; that is, over sixteen thousand copies 
per day, in languages spoken by seven hundred million readers.

School. Thirteen hundred Bibles printed each hour, sixteen thou
sand each working day, in languages spoken by seven hundred mill
ion readers.

Voice 8. Daring the first sixty years o f the Christian Church It 
is estimated th&t/lm hundred thousand pagans were converted; 
but the number o f converts daring the last sixty years is one mill
ion one hundred and fifty-one thousand.

Softool. First sixty years five hundred thousand pagans converted; 
last sixty years, one million one hundred and flfty-ono thousand.

Voice 4. There are now in the mission Churches of the Christian 
Church over two hundred and eighty thousand converted heathen.

Voice 5. There are In those Churohes one million one hundred 
thousand attendants on Christian worship.
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Voice 6. There are also over three hundred and sixty thousand 

children in the schools connected with these Churches.
School. Two hundred and eighty thousand converted heathen in 

our mission Churches ; one million one hundred thousand attendants 
at mission Churches, and three hundred and sixty thousand children 
in the schools.

Voice 7.—Fifty  years ago there were not one hundred mission
aries in all the heathen world, and now we have three thousand 
tight hundred and eighty-nix.

Voice 8. And aiding- these there are nearly fourteen thousand na
tive pastors and preachers.

School. Fifty years ago not one hundred missionaries; now nearly 
four thousand, with fourteen thousand native helpers.

Voice 9. There are fifty  Christian printing establishments among 
the heathen diffusing Christian literature, and four  missionary ships 
constantly bearing messages of peace to the heathen nations.

Voice 10. Daring the past year the Christian Churches have con
tributed over five million dollars to the foreign missionary cause.

School. Four missionary ships and fifty Christian printing estab
lishments, and during the past year five million dollars.

Voice 1. The Methodist Episcopal Church has home missions 
among the Germ ans, Scandinavians, Chinese, Indians, and 
needy portions of our own people.

Voice 10. The Methodist Episcopal Church has foreign missions in 
D enm ark, N orw ay, Sweden, Switzerland, G erm any, Italy , 
and Bulgaria, in E d r o p e  ; China, Japan, and India, in Asia; 
L iberia, in A fr ica ; South A m erica, and M exico.

Voice 2. The Methodist Episcopal Church desires for the year 
1B73 $SS5,000.

Lender. How is this to be raised ?
Voice 9. By every man, woman, and child in the Church giving 

something, and each one giving as much as possible.
Leader. Recite three Bible rules about giving.
Voice 3. 1. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 

let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful givçf. 2 Cor. ix, T.

Voice 8. 2. Cast thy bread upon the waters : for thou shalt find it 
after many days. Eccl. xi, 1.

Voice 4. S. Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when 
it is in the power of thine hand to do it  Prov. iii, 27.

Leader. How many missionaries from our Church at homo are 
now in foreign lands ?

Voice 7. One hundred and twenty, that is, seventy male and fifty 
female.

Leader. How many missionaries, both American and native, are 
now employed in our several foreign mission fields ?

Voice 5. Three hundred and fifty.
Leader. Why should we engage in foreign mission work I
Voice 6. Because all men are our brethren.
Whole School. Because Christ has commanded us to go Into all 

the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
Because with true Christian love in our hearts we cannot help it

VI. Song.
Toplady.

-¿Hr»

Wake the song of jubilee,
Let it echo o’er the sea !
Now is come the promised hour;
Jesus reigns with glorious power 1

All ye nations, join and sing ;
Praise your Saviour, praiso your King: 
Let it sound from shore to shore,
“  Jesus reigns for evermore! ”

Hark! the desert lands rejoice,
And the islands join their voice.
Joy! the wbole creation sings,
“  Jesus is the King of kings 1 ”

VII. C o l l e c t io n  o f  M o n e t  f k o m  C l a s s e s . 

VIII. S o n g  b t  I n f a n t  C l a s s .

GOD’S GREAT GIFT.
SOLO. P. P. Blisb.

IX. A C h r is t m a s  I d y l .

By Twelve Voices.
[In performing this idyl a boy—the best reader in the school— 

should be selected to stand in the pulpit, or on one side of the plat
form, with an open Bible before him. Christmas trees, supplied with 
tapers or candles, may stand on each side of the stage. After read
ing the first verse as appointed below, there may be a voluntary per
formed on the melodeon or organ, during which two girls may light 
the tapers on the trees. Th« twelv* voices then take their place 
on the platform, after which the music ceases and the reading again 
commences.]

Reader. “ Jesus was born in Bethlehem o f Judea, In the days of 
Herod the king.”

[Voluntary on melodeon—tapers lighted—voices arranged.] 
Reader. “ And there were in the same country shepherds abid

ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night”
Voice 1. Night 1 
Voice 12. Quiet night!
Voice 2. Calm and holy night 1 
Voice 11. Blest as in no other night:
Voice 8. Stars ne'er shone with softer light;
Voice 10. Never moon so clear and bright;
Voice 4. Never flocks so snowy white

As reclined on Bethlehem’s plain 
On the night that Jesus came.

Voice 9. Wrapped in meditation deep,
Holy shepherds could not sleep.
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Voice 5. Looking from their flocks away,

Where the quiet Bethlehem lay :
Voice 8. Looking o'er the dewy mead

Toward the hills with light o’erspread,
Voice 6. Toward the starry skies above,
Voice 7. Toward the moon with face of love.
Class. Holy shepherds, blest aie ye,

Gazing heavenward silently!
Reader. “  And, lo, the angel o f  the Lord came upon them, and 

the glory o f  the Lord shone round about them ; and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings o f  great Joy, which shall be to all people.

u For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you ; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God.”

Voice 1. Night!
Beauteous night!
Blessed, holiest night !
Hallowed ever be the night,
When from Judah’s plains so bright,
Shepherds saw a startling sight,
And fell down in wfld affright.

Voice 6. Why, O shepherds, tell me why,
Uttered ye that fearful cry?

Voice ft. Ah, they saw beside the moon,
Light beyond the glare o f noon;

Voice 1. Angel forms so bright and feir,
Peopled then the midnight air.

Voice 8. But a song so heavenly sweet,
With the love o f  God replete ;
Song that we may not repeat,
Brought them wondering to their feet I 

Voice 9. Angel song 1 O shepherds, say.
Can ye chant that wondrous lay ?

Voice 10. Do ye know the -words they sang
When their notes through heaven rang ?

Voice 2. 
Voices. 
Voice 4.

Voice 11. Sister, in this book divine
Written are those words sublime;
Words that thrilled the hosts of heaven,
Words o f joy to mortals given.

Reader. “  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.”

Voice 12. “  Glory to God in the highest,” -etc.
Claes. “  Glory to God in the highest,1’ etc.
Voice 12. Night I 
Voice 11. Joyous night!
Voice 10. Sacred, blessed night!
Voice 9. Night on which the angelic throng 

Sang Messiah's natal song.
Voice 8. Night ou which Messiah came 

As the “  Babe of Bethlehem.”
Voice 7. Let it ever be confessed

Night above all others blest! 
* • « * * * • •

Voice 1. Centuries have passed away 
Since Messiah's natal day;

Voice 2. Still that angel-song we hear,
Binging through the heaven clear.

Voice 8. “  Glory to the Lord o f heaven,
Voice 4. “  Peace, good will to earth be given,"
Voice 5. And we will with angels pay

Honor to the “  Christmas Day."
Voice 6. Honor shall this night receive,

Blessed, welcome “  Christmas Eve."
[Let the choir, class, and congregation join in singing to some 

fiuniliar, appropriate tune the hymn—
« Mortals awake, with angels Join,”  etc.

First verse by the choir, second by the choir and class, the remaind
er by the congregation, after which let the class say in concert:]

CXati. Kindest friends, our thanks receive;
Joyful be your Christmas Eve;
Softly glide the night away,
Merry be your Christmas Day I

MARCH ONWARD.
Music by Mrs. Jos. F. Knaft.

15

L March onward,march onward,our banner of light, Is -waving be - fore  hs ma-jes-tic and bright;
2. March onward undaunted whate’er may op -pose, The Sword of the Spir- it will vanquish our foes;
3. The shaft of the tempter will strike, but in vain, Our buekler of faith in Im - man- u - el’s name ;
4* March onward ; O vis-ion of rapture un-told, The victors for Je - sas ere long shall be - hold,

March onward thro’ tri - al, tempta - tion and strife, No rest from the conflict,—the bat - tie of life. 
Though legions of darkness our pathway as - sail, If prayer be our watchword they cannot pre-vail.
The storm-cloud may gather, the thunder may roll, Yet God is the Eef-uge and Rock of the soul.
The land of our promise, the home of our rest, And dwell with our Lord thro e- ter - ni - tv blest.

r . -0._  ̂ .  >.rf  r if—g Jr f g r i r

CHORUS.

Press forward, look upward, be strong in the Lord, Our hope in H is mercy, our trust in His word. Press

, 1 t i l j  i |
•Tfyr—3 1 ~"vj---- j ----- -  -■«[ J ~3J..  : J

* forward, look upwar<1, inarch homewaTd and sing, All glo - ry t 
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HE German Emperor, 
while visiting a village, 
was welcomed by the 
school children of the 
place. After making a 
speech for them, he took 
an orange from a plate 
and asked, “  To what 
kingdom does this be
long ? ” “ To the vege

table kingdom, sire,” replied a little 
girl. The emperor took a gold coin 

* 'W ~ ^  from his pocket, and, holding it up, 
asked, “ And to what kingdom does 

this belong ? ”  “  To the mineral kingdom, sire,”
replied the little girl. “ And to what kingdom do 
I belong, then ? ”  asked the emperor. The little 
girl colored deeply, for she did not like to say 
“ the animal kingdom,” as she thought she would, 
lest His Majesty might be offended, when a bright 
thought came, and she said, with radiant eyes, 
“ To God’s kingdom, sire.”  The emperor was 
deeply moved. A tea-r stood in his eye. He placed 
his hand on the child’s head and said, most de
voutly, “  God grant that I may be accounted wor
thy of that kingdom.” - Y. Evangelist.

A H e r o ic  W o m an .—The mother of Mr. Hart
man, a Moravian missionary in South Africa, after 
her husband’s death lived alone for nine years 
among the savage Bush negroes, teaching their 
children, preaching to them in little companies 
from time to time, nursing them in sickness, fac
ing death many a time, not only in the pestilential 
swamps, where four missionaries died in rapid suc
cession, but boldly confronting the brutal planta
tion overseers, who would have driven her away 
but for the clamors of the slaves, who loved her 
dearly; living the while in a little hut, her only bed 
a hammock swung between two posts, often sick 
and almost dying, and finally contracting the ele
phantiasis, a sort of leprosy which prevails among 
the black population. She died in 1853, lying on 
the floor in the mission house at Paramaribo. All 
her children are engaged in mission service—the 
oldest son in South Africa, a daughter in Thibet, 
and the other son first in Australia, and now among 
the Indians in Canada.—American Messenger.

An old proverb says: “ An unkind word falls 
easily fr9in the tongue, but a coach and six horses 
cannot bring it back.”

j
“ I Rise to Seek the Light.” I

I saw  a little blade o f  grass 
Just peeping from the sod,

And asked it why it sought to pass 
Beyond its parent clod.

It seemed to raise its timid head,
All sparkling, fresh, and bright,

And wondering at the question, said,
“  I rise to seek the light.”

I asked the eagle why his wing 
To upward flight was given,

As if he spumed each earthly thing,
And knew no home but heaven.

He answered, as he fixed his gaze,
Undazzled at the siirht, ,

Upon the sun’ s meridian blaze,
“  I rise to seek the light.”

I  asked my soul, What means this thirst 
For something yet beyond ?

What means this eagerness to burst 
From every earthly bond ? ;

It answers, and I feel the g lo w !
With fires more warm, more bright,

“  All is too dull, too dark below ;
I rise to seek the light! ” —Selected.

Index
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Denmark, 40.
Engraving, Our, 185.
Eurasians, 118.
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Fu n d , Contingent, 21. •,
General Committee, 183.
Germany, 17, 28, 85, 39, 59,12,155,188.
Gondah and Bahraich, 181.
Gospel, Its Triumphs, 121.
History, A, 8.
India, 6, 21, 25, 28, 88,58, 57, 59, 67, 89,82, 85, 86, 91, 1Í6, 

122, 187,139,145,151.
Italy, 24, 40,103.
Items, 14, 22, 80, 51, 59, 62, 74, 87, 88, 90, 94, 95,110, 111, 

126,127, 152, 168,174, 191.
Japan, 11, 29, 61, 65, 181, 157, 165, 175.
Mexico, 39, 87, 58, 73, 84, 99, 123,124, 140,149, 164,167. 
Missions, Bo They Pay ? 56,125.

“  Indian, 161.
“  Foreign, 8, 18,133,148.
“  Others, 23, 26, 44.
“  Swedish, 1, 26, 104.
41 Norwegian, 89, 90, 158,182.
“  Oar Own, 3, 38, 45, 57, 90,156.
“  Self-Supporting, 54.

Mission House, 80,134.
“  "Work, A Call to It, 84.

New Orleans District, 183.
Pertabgarh, 181.
Sunday-Schools, 43, 92, 140, 170.
Sweden, 178.
Taylor, William, 27.
Territories, 89,135.
Visit to a Curious Chinese Temple, 177.
Yokohama, Map, 184.

Bequests and Devises to the Missionary 
Society.

Persons disposed to make bequests to the Society 
by will are requested to observe the following 
form:

I  give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So
c i e t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  
incorporated by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, the sum of ; and the
receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient 
discharge to my executors for the same.

form of a Stiist of iarcir to szít¡ JSocútji.

I  give and devise to “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  
o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incor
porated by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, the following lands and premises, that is 
to say: to have and
to hold the same, with the appurtenances, to the 
said Society, its successors and assigns forever.

AC K N O W LED G M EN TS.
The following money* were received by the TREASURER  

of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to October 3 1 , 1873 .

Miami, IT. Y . East Conf.........................    $28 00
8tate-street Church, Troy, Troy Conf..................................  25 00
Nevada Conference................   186 21
l o t  on Draft paid before due................................................ ‘ 2 04
dent N. Y . Confc Miss. Soc...................................................  18,166 54
R. S., Union Square Station, Baltimore...............................  225 00
Plainfield 8. S., New. Conf., additional..............................  60 60

Juv. Miss. Soc., Martlnsburgh, Balt Oonf.  .............  $80 00
A  Friend, Pleasant Hill, B t Louis Oonf.  ............... 10 00
Juv. Mies. Soc., Modena, N. Y. Conf.  .........  • 14 00
“  A  Friend of Missions," New London, Prov. Conf. •.. 5 00
Rocky Mountain Conference.................................................. 160 45
California Conference, (in part)..........................    2,914 55
The Jackson & Woodin Mann foe. Co., Cent. Pa. Conf  100 00
Deposit, N. Y. Conf......................... . . . ' .......       16 00
Oregon Conference . ................................    1,825 00
Rev. Dr. Hunter, Pittsburgh, Pa  ...............................  2 50
Bombay, W . N. Y. Oonf................................     T IS
D. M. 0. Dunn, Executor, in lieu of an Annuity from Est

of James Dunn, of Poland, of $8 per year...   ...............  81 88
American Bible Society, New York......................................  55T 50
Union Square Church, Baltimore, (in part)........................  520 80
Napanock 8. 8., (in part).....................................   14 00
Bequest o f Miss Katy E. Pitner, Franklin, 111..................... 500 00
Bond Chapel S. 8., Wilmington Conf   ................... 80 00
Juv. Miss. Soc., Washington Square Church, N. Y   500 00
Waterford 8. S., Troy Conf..........................     25 40

• S. 8., Grace Church, Port Richmond, New. Conf..............  14 81
“ Gospel” .................................................    5 00
E st o f Thomas Rooke, dec.,........................    274 30

■ Tennessee Conf. Miss. S oc.. ̂   .........  85 00
Emory Church, Baltimore.  ..............    400 00
Passage Money of Miss J. F. Walling to Shanghai, returned 

in consequence of change of route................   451V 85

N. B.—It is the purpose o f the Secretaries hereafter to make ac
knowledgment in these columns, in as detailed a form as the parties 
may deem necessary, of all payments into the Treasury, provided 
the money is not detained till Conference time, when the pressure 
upon our columns would be too great hut forwarded promptly soon 
after collection. We solicit prompt and, i f  necessary, frequent re
mittances. To insure the acknowledgment in detail, a statement in 
the form desired to be published, and on a separate sheet of paper, 
should accompany the remittance, and be marked thus: “  F o b  P u b 
l ic a t i o n .”  This arrangement will obviate the necessity of the usual 
acknowledgments in the Church papers.

M IS SIO N A R Y  ADVO CATE.
BUSINESS.

Treasurer: Rev. R. N e l s o n , D.D., 805 Broadway, N . Y. 
Assistant Treasurer: R e v . L .  H it c h o o o k ,  D.D., Cincinnati, O. 
Bates o f Postage on M is s io n a k y  A d v o c a t e  twelve cents on each 

number, and no more on fou r copies; and at that rate for every ad
ditional fou r copies.

Address Correspondence relating to Missions to Corresponding 
Secretaries Missionary Society, 805 Broadway, N. Y .

T E R M S :
T W E N T Y -F IV K  CENTS P E R  ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

T H E  PA P E R  W IL L  BE SEN T FOB T H E  T E A S

GRATUITOUSLY,

at the rate of one copy for every seven members of the Churcbmaklng 
application, on the following

CONDITIONS

Application must be made In writing b y  the C o m m it t e e  o n  M i s 
s i o n s  appointed by the Quarterly Conference, o f  which the Preacher 
in Charge is Chairman, and «hall contain the following items, namely:

1st The number o f members in fu ll connection in the Churohon 
whose behalf the application is made.

2d. A  promise to prevent waste o f the papers, and to see that they 
are properly distributed, and to pay the postage or freight on the 
same.

8cL Specific instructions bow to direct and send the papers.
Address the Secretaries at the M i s s i o n  R o o m s , 805 Broadway, 

New York.
In this liberal missionary movement the Board relies on the honor 

and fidelity o f  the Missionary Committees in the several Churches re
spectively for the faithful accomplishment o f  its wishes. >


