
CORNER W ALL OF FORBIDD EN CITT.

Our Work in Peking.
C h in a  is famous for her walls. Besides the Great 
Wall, commenced by the Emperor Hwangte, B.C. 
346, one thousand five hundred miles long, and in 
some parts twenty-five feet high, with towers forty 
feet high erected about one hundred yards apart, 
almost every district and sub-district has its walled 

| town. These walls are at once a defense against 
the incursions of enemies and a protection against 
the inquisitive and intruding strangers.

Peking, the capital city of China, located in the 
northern province of Chihli, consists of two divis
ions, indeed, two distinct cities—the northern, or 
Tartar city, and the southern, or Chinese city. 
The chief historic interest gathers about the for
mer. It was first built, and contains the palaces 
and halls and temples. Its avenues are wide, and
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much cleaner than the narrow, filthy streets of the 
southern city. Hence many "who do business in 
this section live in the northern city. The north
ern city has a triple inclosure, one within another, 
dividing it into three cities. The inner wall, 
nearly thirty feet high, incloses the Forbidden City. 
This part of Peking is the most elegant and im
posing. It is an oblong parallelogram about two 
miles in circumference. Here are located the im
perial palaces—the Tranquil Palace of Heaven, that 
is, of the emperor; the Palace of Earth's Repose, 
that is, of tlje empress. The garden is described 
as exceedingly beautiful, and has in connection 
with it a library containing all the books published 
in China. Outside this wall, in the second inclos
ure, is the imperial city, surrounded by the yel
low wall, so called because covered with yellow 
tiles. It contains many temples, some writers say
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two hundred, also the houses of those who are 
connected with the imperial household. Here, on 
a broad street leading up to the Forbidden City, is 
the Temple of Imperial Ancestors. Between the 
yellow wall and the outer one is the third city, 
originally occupied by Tartar soldiers, but now 
crowded with Chinese shops and shopkeepers. 
Within this inclosure are found the public offices, 
or Halls of Record, War, Revenue, etc., the su
preme tribunals of the empire.

The population of this great capital is estimated 
variously from 1,500,000 to 3,000,000. It probably 
is not less than two millions.

In the midst o f this mass o f human life a few 
Christian men and women have planted the cross 
of Jesus Christ. They seem a very small band in 
the presence of these teeming millions. Indeed, 
when we think o f the disparity between the num
ber of Christian workers and the people they con
front ; when we consider that irf this great city of 
Peking the highest culture and the most sordid 
degradation meet; that while within the Forbid
den City all that is courtly and elegant and cultured 
sweeps through those magnificent halls and pal
aces, just outside the wall vice and filth and bru
tality hold high carnival, and rising higher and 
stronger to exclude every Christian effort are the 
prejudices and hates of two thousand actual years 
and uncounted imaginary ones, according to their 
calendar; when we remember these facts, we do 
not wonder that the people ask, “  What are these 
among so many ? ” Yet, in spite of all these things, 
the leaven is at work; the silent power of our 
Gospel is spreading, quiet and unperceived, like 
certain imponderable forces o f nature which nev
ertheless are the potent powers of the physical 
universe. He who fed the multitude from the 
scanty supply o f a few loaves and fishes accom
plishes grandest results through feeble agencies.

That great city of Peking, so beautifully situated

upon an elevated plateau stretching out so far as 
the eye can reach, must be evangelized. The Gos
pel must not only pass the outer and middle wall, 
but, with the same old song on its lips, “  Peace 
on earth, good-will to men,” it must sweep through 
that magnificent marble Gate o f Peace, and along 
those five avenues, into the Forbidden City. Un
derlie shadow of the Tranquil Palace of Heaven it 
must reveal to the emperor and his household that 
other palace not made «with hands, where the faith
ful of all climes shall find mansions in our Father’s 
house. And within hearing of the beautiful pal
ace of Earth’s Repose, where the empress lounges 

in elegant but wretched ease, this Gos
pel shall convince the rich and poor 
that there is no lasting repose on 
earth and Hall of Perfect Peace but 
the secret place of the Most High, 
over which the shadow of the Al
mighty rests.

The purpose to save China we 
know is a stupendous exertion of 
Christian faith. How bravely and 
trustfully our brethren already in the 
field are contemplating the work an 
extract from our last China mail will 
show.

Rev. H. H. Lowry writes:
“  The good work here, in both the 

Chinese and Tartar cities, show's 
signs of progress. We rejoice that 
the chapel, for the possession of which 

we have had such a struggle w’ith the native offi
cials, has been a source of light to some in that 
neighborhood. A few weeks ago I baptized and 
received into Church-membersliip our first convert 
in the Chinese city, and two others were taken on 
probation. One o f the latter was a man seventy- 
five years old. There are three or four others who 
wish to be received, but we are waiting to test 
their sincerity before entering their names. Two 
o f them are educated and intelligent men, and if 
they become soundly converted may be of much 
service in extending the truth. On last Sabbath I 
organized the first class-meeting in connection with 
our work in Peking. Misses Browne and Porter 
have recently begun a meeting for women at the 
house o f a native Christian near my chapel, which 
we hope will prove a blessing to many who other
wise would never have an opportunity to hear the 
word of life. Their noble effortsjieed all the moral 
support that Christians at home can give them by 
their prayers. Of the progress of the work in the 
Tartar city you doubtless have had full reports. 
These results seem small when compared with the 
success of the Gospel in other parts, but we are 
not inclined to despise the day of small things. 
We believe the time o f harvest draweth on apace. 
Dr. Nevius, in Shantung, a short time ago exam-
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inccl for baptism one hundred and fifty persons, 
one hundred and twenty of whom were deemed 
sufficiently prepared to be received into Church- 
fellowship. Our cry is still for help. We wish to 
have part in this matter. Send us reinforcements, 
and in the might of our God we shall go up and 
take the land. We are not satisfied, and the Church 
cannot be satisfied, that we shall continue to act 
much longer on the defensive. We want an ag
gressive force. Some weak points have been dis
covered in the enemy’s lines, but two or three men 
are not sufficient to make the assault. Let our ten 
missionaries in China be quadrupled, and the 
fiercest conflict need not remain to another genera
tion, but even our eyes may behold the conquest 
and our ears hear the shouts of victory. It is be
lieved by some of our wisest and most experienced 
missionaries that the next few years will witness a 
great turning to the Lord in this land. How much 
shall Methodism do to hasten this glorious result ?” 

The return of Rev. L. N. Wheeler to this country 
leaves three Methodist missionaries and four Chris
tian women as assistants in Peking. Rev. S. D. 
Harris has already gone forward to join the mission, 
and two others, good and true, in the strength of 
their young manhood are preparing to follow. 
Lovers of Jesus, saved ones, China has been look
ing back and clinging to old ideas for a thousand 
years ! We must look and go forward, for we be
long to Him with whom a thousand years are as 
one day.

Manual Labor Schools for Africa.
W e have received interesting communications on 
this subject from Rev. Mr. Ware and others, and 
now submit the following to Bishop Roberts from 
Rev. J. H. Deputie. He says :

“ I sit down this morning to communicate to you 
a few thoughts upon a matter in which I am greatly 
interested, and I hope that you will hear me pa
tiently. I have been on this station a few years, 
and have endeavored to do all in my power in dis
seminating those Gospel truths to the heathen by 
whom I am surrounded, which are calculated to 
make the recipients thereof ‘ wise unto salvation.' 
In connection with my work here I have the care 
of thirteen native youths. For eight of these I 
receive the sum of fifteen dollars each per annum 
from the Missionary Society for their support. 
The other five I get nothing for. These youths I 
send to school for the purpose of learning to read 
and write, etc. For some time back I have been 
urging the necessity of having connected with 
mission stations among the natives a kind of 
‘ manual labor system,’ where the boys might learn 
some kind of a trade in connection with their other 
studies, whereby they may have something to make

their living at when they are grown, as all do not 
desire to be teachers or preachers. Up to the 
present time I have not seen such a system adopted 
by our missions in this country among the natives.
I have been trying for some time back to do some
thing toward making this station more interesting, 
but my salary being small, and having a large 
family to provide for, I have made but very little 
headway in my undertakings. I had houses built 
for the accommodation of my boys, and have beet / 
trying to teach those who are active among them 
the carpenter’s trade, and made, as I thought, a 
fine beginning, though on a small scale. The 
houses I had built for the boys were covered with 
thatch, or a long leaf that grows wild in this 
country, as it is used by many in the place of 
shingles. On the 13th of this month, while I was 
away from home a short distance, our kitchen 
(which was covered with thatch) took fire and 
was burned to the ground, and in a few minutes 
all my other houses were consumed by the flames, 
and the mission house barely escaped. My pro
visions that I had laid in for the season were all 
destroyed, and at a time when starvation is almost 
staring us in the face. My plans, together with 
my labor, are all frustrated and brought to nothing.
I am not discouraged. I am not willing to give 
up my undertakings, but shall go forward trusting 
in God for success. I wish to instill in the native 
youths a spirit o f industry. The natives of this 
‘ Bassa country,’ as it is called, are of a lazy dis
position. There is but one season of the year that 
the men do much work, and that is the time they 
cut and clear their farms. The planting and har
vesting of their crops are left altogether with the 
women. At a certain age they give their children 
to us to learn ‘ English and book palaver,’ as they 
call it, and after the child has grown to a good 
age to be useful, inducements are held out to get 
them back in the country. If they succeed in get
ting them back, they then put them in the * devil 
bush,’ where they learn all the laws and customs 
of their country. Now, unless there is employ
ment for the youths raised on these stations, or 
unless they have some trade they can work at for 
a livelihood, they are very likely to yield to the 
temptation, and go back among their people. I 
have seen them leave the station and go back 
among their people after they have been members 
of the Church, and their excuses were, they had 
nothing to do.

“  A knowledge of the letter alone is not sufficient 
to bring these heathen to a state of civilization and 
Christianity. The children coming to these sta
tions, I am of the opinion, should wear clothes 
every day, should go to school five or six hours 
every day in the week, Saturday excepted; they 
should have a large house to sleep in, furnished 
with beds and other furniture, in order that the /
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surrounding natives may see that there are peculiar 
favors shown to their children by giving them to 
the missicnan. A portion of their leisure hours 
should be devoted to learning some useful trade. 
The children delight in this, and they are quick 
to lean. Farming in this country, in the way 
many of ns follow it, is no encouragement for the 
natives to serve an apprenticeship at. I must ac
knowledge that we have not made the advance
ment in tl;!s work that the Church abroad desires 
we shoulu have made. The reasons for this should 
be carefully considered. Some years ago the ap- 
prepri iiions for Liberia were much greater than 
they are now. At that time the work did not cover 
half the ground t'.mt is now occupied. Churches 
wcr •• built and mission houses provided wherever 
needed by the Board. Then the natives received 
large presents from time to time to send their chil
dren to school, and sometimes got presents for 
going to Church. Now the scale is turned. Many 
of these churches and mission houses are down. 
The people among whom we labor are poor. 
The remembrance of former things are fresh in 
the memory of the natives who lived in those days 
of sunshine, and very often the question is asked, 
Why do not these things still exist ? The policy 
to pay a man to be a Christian is a bad one, and 
it has become almost as hard now to labor against 
this policy as it is to labor against heathenism.

“  At present we are sent to our stations upon a 
salary that is not sufficient for a support, without 
books for our schools, without a place very often 
to invite the people to come to worship God in, 
nothing to pay traveling expenses with from place 
to place; and, with all this, the Board requires 
that ‘ all our time and talents must be given to 
our work in the mission.’ The Board also prom
ises to have an ‘ affectionate consideration of all 
his proper wants, and will faithfully endeavor to 
satisfy them.’ The foregoing are some of the 
wants we need here in order to insure success.

“ And now, in conclusion, I would say that I 
am here on a native station, a short distance in the 
interior, surrounded by many natives whose minds 
are enveloped in darkness and superstition; and 
though we have a Church here composed of a few 
native converts, it is only a small beginning of 
what is to be done, and truly it may be called a 
‘ light shining in a dark place.’ We need more 
aid in this important work. We have a house of 
worship which we built principally ourselves, and 
had it dedicated a few Sabbaths ago by Bishop 
Roberts. We need a good shingle roof on it and 
a bell, but we are not able to get them.”

Honou the Lord with thy substance and with 
the first-fruits ©f all thine increase, so shall thy 
barns burst out with plenty, and thy presses with 
new wine.

From Rohilcund.
F r o m  the quarterly report of Rev. E. W. Parker, 
Presiding Elder of the Rohilcund District, we 
make the following extracts:

Pilibheet is thirty miles from Bareilly, and is 
under the charge of a native preacher. One Brah
min and his family have been converted in a vil
lage near this town and have met with much per
secution, but have remained firm and happy. 
Many have watched this man to see what the new 
religion would do for him, and no doubt the foun
dation of God's Church lias been laid there. Others 
are now inquiring earnestly.

Punahpore has about nine hundred acres of land 
belonging to the endowment fund of the theological 
school, and it is being cleared and settled by 
homeless Christians. At times acceptance of Chris
tianity will make men almost friendless and help
less in India. For example: A merchant twenty 
miles from this city has just now become a Chris
tian. The persecution became so great that the 
magistrate had to be appealed to for protection. 
All the Christians in the place were beaten, the 
women were insulted, and the people generally are 
angry. This excitement will soon settle down, 
and then the question will arise, “ What is this 
merchant to do for a living ? ” No Hindu or Mo
hammedan in the vicinity will buy of him now, 
and there are only two Christian families in the 
town, so that his business is gone. He knows no 
other work, and there are very few places where 
the Christian community is large enough to support 
a merchant. This is one of many instances, but 
is a case in hand, as I was stopped while writing 
this report by a man who had come in haste to seek 
protection from the persecution. Punahpore ( ‘ ‘ City 
of Refuge ” ) is for such cases, and not for people 
who have homes. No missionary would prefer this 
kind of mission work, as so much financial care 
devolves on the missionary, and the tendency is to 
make the people dependent rather than independ
ent. No doubt that the few families in this village 
have cost as much time, money, and trouble as all 
the rest of our village Christians together. Hence 
the Christian village or colony is the exception, 
with not one plan or one rule. The schools and 
evangelistic work are under the charge of Brother 
Brown.

Budaon has a very interesting work among a low 
caste people in the villages. I first visited Mundia, 
about twenty-five miles from the town of Budaon, 
yet in the Budaon Zila. Here I found about one 
hundred of this caste calling themselves Christians. 
I attended their meetings, listened to their songs, 
prayers, experiences, and exhortations, and became 
convinced that many of them had received Christ 
to the extent of their knowledge, and had been 
blessed. Some are; no doubt, only nominal Chris
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tians as yet, and the women especially I found 
rather backward. About one mile away I found 
about fifty more in the same way, and three miles 
farther on still more. These, with other smaller 
villages, form the circuit of one native preacher. 
There is a school in each village where the boys 
are taught, and every means is used to teach and 
elevate the people mentally and religiously. They 
are mostly farmers, and earn a good living for In
dia. In nearly every part of the Budaon District 
there are villages of this kind where little Churches 
are growing up among this one class. Brother 
Haskins goes among them, holds protracted meet
ings, labors to get them soundly converted, and to 
lay a proper foundation for God’s Chureh here. 
While we were in camp together, going among 
them holding meetings from village to village, not 
a day passed without baptisms of those who pro
fessed to have been “  blessed ”  in Christ. Efforts 
are made to encourage them to help themselves 
from the beginning, and in a number of places 
they have promised Brother Haskins to erect them
selves places of worship and houses for their 
preachers. I would make no prophecy concerning 
the future of this movement, as a missionary’s 
bright prospects sometimes fade before his letters 
get to America; but this much I can say, that this 
is a rery interesting work at present. Nor is it 
new or spasmodic, for the preparation has been 
going on for years. First, two young men were 
coni'erted eight or ten years ago, and from that 
seed the fruit is appearing. The enemy is doing, 
and will do, all in his power to hinder this work. 
He places in their way their love of their old mar
riage and family customs, and gets their higli-caste 
brethren, who usually look down upon them with 
such perfect contempt, to become wonderfully in
terested in their welfare as soon as they turn to
ward Christ. There are other encouraging features 
in the preparatory work at Budaon, but their fruit 
is not yet apparent.

The Monthly Concert.
T h e  Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
H 386, hoids the following language :

“  It shall be the duty of the Preacher in Charge, 
aided by the Committee on Missions, to institute a 
monthly missionary prayer-meeting, or lccture, in 
each Society, or Church and congregation, wherever 
practicable, for the purpose of imploring the Di
vine blessing on missions, for the diffusion of mis
sionary intelligence, and to afford an opportunity 
for voluntary offerings to the missionary cause.” 

The following good thoughts are from an essay 
on this subject by Rev. Dr. Condit. He says:

“  It is a matter o f common experience that it is 
difficult to give to this occasion such interest as

shall correspond witli the importance of the object.
It is safe to say that dullness in this meeting can
not result from a want of material to give it inter
est. The cause must be found in a failure to use 
the abundant material in the right way. If the oc
casion is magnified by regularity in its observance, 
and by a thorough, skillful use of the sources of 
light and motive which are at hand, it must awak
en interest. A method of conducting this serv
ice can be given only m brief outline.

“  1. It must be made a meeting for prayer. This 
should be exalted as its primary design. Every
thing done should tend to promote it. Let the 
one appointed object fill out the devotions. Defi
niteness in petition is desirable. Some one people, 
or mission, or department of the work, may often 
be the special object of prayer.

“  2. Missionary intelligence must be intermin
gled with the devotions of the hour. This cannot 
be done with interest and profit without careful 
preparation. General remarks on the subject of 
missions will not meet the necessity. The Concert 
is not a preaching service. The mere hortatory 
address will soon wear out. It does not lay a foun
dation for feeling. This must be done by an ex
position and illustration of the principles, method, 
and progress of the missionary enterprise. Neither 
is this occasion properly used for ‘reading column 
after column from the Herald, or other religious 
publications. It demands the freshness, familiarity, 
and conciseness which will be the result when one 
has put himself in possession of facts well se
lected and arranged, so that he shall speak with 
something of the vividness and force of a skillful 
reporter directly from the foreign field. Present 
in definite outline some part of the work, some 
scene of success or trial, some incident, or some 
new development of the missionary forces, so as to 
bring the people in contact with it. Then what 
they hear they will seem to see—their ‘ ears being 
turned into eyes.’ We have an important help to 
such an effect in the use of maps. The walls of 
every concert room should be furnished with a 
complete set of the maps which have been prepared 
for the purposes of this service. An impression 
is thus made in reference to the spots of light and 
darkness, the relations of the different missionary 
posts, and the extent of the work yet to be done, 
which no description in language alone can give.

‘ ‘ Topics.—It will sometimes occur that facts are 
at hand that can be grouped under some one feat
ure of the work, without omitting any thing es
sential in the monthly reports. This will give sin
gleness to the impression. It may not be amiss to 
present the following list of topics, (though quite 
imperfect.) It wiH, at least, indicate the breadth 
of the field to be occupied in the communications 
of the concert.

“ The divinity of missions. This will embrace the ^
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facts which, reveal God’s hand, not only in their 
origin, but in their progress and achievements. The 
philosophy of missions. This will remove that false 
idea which many entertain, that this is a mechanical 
scheme to be soon completed by a skillful working 
of the machinery; or a war in which there is no 
success unless, with the first application of force, 
there is a surrender of the enemy to the authority 
of Christ. It will develop. the work as a process 
which often goes on silently, for a time, under the 
operation of principles which are ever getting a 
stronger hold o f mind. The literature of missions. 
This is already rich, and is constantly increasing. 
Our missionaries—combining the scholar’s taste 
and practical talent—have given to the world val
uable information on the characteristics, the lan
guages, and religions of various nations. Geog
raphy, philology, and ethnology are their debtors. 
They have done that which commands a hearty 
tribute to the value of the missionary enterprise 
from many who had not any special sympathy with 
it. The educational department of the plan. It 
involves, with other points, this o f immense im
portance—the preparation of native helpers. The 
commercial relations of missions. This is a branch 
®f the subject which is fertile in incident, both in 
respect to hinderances and benefits. The Christian 
press. The power and adaptation of Protestant 
missionary effort in relation to Romanism. Politi
cal revolutions. Changes in nations in relation 
to the kingdom of Christ. The relation of the 
home and foreign work. The character, habits, 
and religion of the people to whom we send the 
Gospel.

“ A biographical sketch of a missionary may be 
occasionally introduced. This will afford an op
portunity for defining the elements o f missionary 
character, and perhaps aid some who seek light 
in regard to a personal consecration to the cause. 
So, also, the history of a convert from heathen
ism may be given, illustrating the power of 
grace. Such portraits, briefly and vividly drawn, 
will give the concert the attraction of a missionary 
gallery.

“ 3. It must generally devolve on the pastor to 
communicate intelligence. If there are suitable 
laymen to take part in it they should be employed; 
but it cannot be done successfully without a con
tinued study of missionary operations and their 
results from year to year. . This attention to the 
subject has not usually been given by the members 
o f our Churches. The office, too, demands a kind 
of talent which is iu a good degree the result of 
cultur* and practice, so that reports made shall 
not becom* tedious. Brevity and point are indis
pensable. A pastor should keep his missionary 
note-book open from month to month, make refer
ences, arrange fact«, and select those for each oc
casion. which are most appropriate.”

The Eurasians.
BY AN INDIAN WESLEYAN.

As you all know, the native population of India 
consists entirely of the various classes of Hindus 
and Mussulmans, the governing class, as a rule, 
being pure English blood ; but between these two 
there is a class that has hitherto been overlooked 
and uncared-for, but which, under proper training 
and management, ought to play a most important 
part in the evangelization of this country— a class 
also that is yearly increasing in numbers and influ
ence, and which already fills many important posts 
both under government and in civil life.

It is rather difficult for me to give a full descrip
tion, and at the same time convey a true impression, 
of the standing of this section of the community 
in the country, for you have nothing analogous in 
America. We call them in this country East In
dians, or Eurasians. They are mostly of mixed 
parentage, and this it is which makes it difficult 
for me to describe and for you to understand the 
real position which they occupy; for while your 
mixed races in America all sink to the level of the 
lower, here, no matter how slight the admixture 
of European blood may be, they are at once placed 
among the Europeans, and are looked upon by the 
pure native as of a foreign race, and, as the records 
of the mutiny o f 1857 show, receive from them 
when in their power the same scant mercy or 
justice.

Again, the European has been slow to recognize 
their claims, and though ready enough, when pe
cuniary or other prospects are promising, to inter
marry with them, (many of them are very highly 
connected,) yet, as a body, no attempt has been 
made for their general elevation.

Numbers of them occupy most important and 
responsible posts ; in fact they are mostly employed 
in various offices under government, as customs, 
police, survey, telegraph, etc., etc.; but in civil life 
and in commerce they scarcely ever occupy other 
than a subordinate position, and scarcely ever 
think of entering a trade. They are mostly de
scendants of English officers, and their parents 
having been brought up in idleness, and seldom 
educated or trained for either a profession or a 
trade, their habits of idleness would really seem 
to be bora with them, and the majority have not 
the means or the energy to shake them off. Many 
of them are poor, and live pretty much after the 
native fashion, are thoroughly conversant with 
native habits and ideas, and speak the native lan
guages as we speak English. Naturally quick and 
intelligent, they have, on the other hand, when 
opportunity has offered, risen equally with their 
European and native competitors in the race of 
life. Now this people is increasing as it never 
has before in this country, for the large number of
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Europeans employed on the regiments almost all 
marry among them; in fact, except such as come 
out married, it may be said they all do. Soldiers 
also marry largely among them, and thus, with a 
new generation springing up, they are rapidly be
coming a most important section of the community.

Hitherto their claims have been ignored (educa
tionally) by government, which has established 
thousands of schools for the education of the na
tives, and which certainly are open to all classes 
who choose to attend them: but they are all day- 
schools, and there is not in the country a single 
boarding-school where a poor man can send his 
children to be educated, except to the expensive 
Hill Schools, got up by private enterprise, or the 
Roman Catholic convent and college schools, both 
in the hills and plains. These latter are too ex
pensive to meet the requirements of all classes; 
they have, however, been largely taken advantage 
of by those who could not afford the Hill Schools, 
and the result is just what might have been ex
pected, instead of a rising generation imbued with 
strictly scriptural principles, there is scarcely a 
Protestant home among the poorer classes that has 
not got the leaven of Jesuitical teaching among 
them, and so much ground has been lost that it 
will take time, energy, and money to regain it. 
The same is also true of the poorer classes of Euro
peans. The convents are crowded with their 
girls, who, having been brought up with the usual 
carelessness of Europeans in this country, have 
their minds ready to receive their first impressions 
from their Jesuit teachers. Born and bred among 
Roman Catholics myself, I know well the deplor
able consequences that follow their teaching; and 
we have only to look at how men and women 
reared and taught as Protestants—members of the 
Church of England in England itself—are being 
daily led astray by the plausible sophistries and 
fallacies of Rome (mock and real) to understand 
how that a young mind thus poisoned with error 
is difficult—I had almost written hopeless—of recla
mation ; hence the subject is one that is becoming 
of painful interest to many members of our Church 
out here.

Every mission society in this country has hith
erto ignored every class of persons in it but the 
one, that is, the native. No care has been taken 
for the souls of the thousands of poor Europeans 
and Eurasians in this country except by the Roman 
Catholics, who arc now reaping the fruits of their 
foresight and worldly wisdom. I say “  thousands,” 
because I know that they must number nearly half 
a million (if not more) in the Bengal Presidency 
alone, excluding the Madras and Bombay Presiden
cies altogether. I have not got statistics at hand, 
but if I can get them before posting this I will add 
them afterward.

With these facts before us it is plain that some

thing must be done, and the question then arises, 
How is it to be remedied? I look toward my own 
country, and with the deepest regret and pain I 
see  the Established Church there too busy over the 
important questions of Church millinery, incense, 
attitudes, et hoc genu», to hope that any serious at
tention would be paid to an appeal of this kind. 
I look toward the Wesleyans, and I find them, to 
say the least, not aggressive, and their operations 
confined mostly to Southern India. I therefore 
turn to the only Missionary Society that has yet 
recognized the importance of this work, and I feel 
assured when the case is known and understood 
that the work will not be left incomplete, but that 
the same energy will be thrown into this as into 
any other phase of their missionary labors.

The Methodist Episcopal Church of America, at 
least as far as I have seen, possesses the true spirit 
of evangelism, and it is to me almost incompre
hensible how they allowed their efforts, all these 
years past, to be directed toward one single class 
in this country; and it is a fact worthy of note 
that in this part of India, at all events, since they 
have recognized the claims of the European and 
East Indian community on them as preachers of 
the Gospel, the Lord has blessed their work in a 
way which has no parallel in India. The members 
of the Church may be numbered by hundreds in 
Bombay, Poona-oudh, and the north-west prov
inces; and Ave are all awaiting anxiously the time 
when the Lord will send the living fire among 
them in Calcutta too. Brother Taylor is there, 
working as he only can work, and the blessing 
must come: that it has not come before is no mar
vel to those who know Calcutta. What a hot-bed 
of infidelity, skepticism, and idolatry it is! and 
how little preparatory work has been done there! 
but that the blessing will come is as sure as that 
the Lord has promised it.

An I m p o r t a x t  R e c r u i t  in  B u l g a r i a .—Rev. 
II. A. Buclitel, on his arrival at his new field, em
ployed an interesting and cultivated young man 
as his instructor in the language. The missionary’s 
soul was soon drawn out for the conversion of this 
young man, and to this point his prayers and ef
forts were earnestly directed. Late letters tell us 
that J. Eknomof has become a Christian, as we 
hope, having in his heart a full token of Christ’s 
saving love. His own soul is now drawn out for 
his countrymen, and he longs to preach to them 
the ever-blessed Gospel. He understands English, 
and is a graduate of Roberts College, Constanti
nople. B y  the advice of the missionaries he will 
come to this country for a theological education if 
the Education Society, or private beneficence, will 
but furnish the means. It now looks as if we 
would never regret going back to Bulgaria.
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Wesleyan Centenary Mission House.
A f e w  weeks since we gave our readers some im
portant statistics of our own Mission House. The 
article might have been embellished with the well- 
known cut o f our building but for the fact that 
most are now familiar with it. That it may be 
known how our neighbors are situated, we avail 
ourselves of the Anniversary notice o f the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society to present a view of the build
ing of that Society.

We prefer this building to our own on one ac
count at* least, namely, that it stands out distinctly 
an individual mission building. On the other 
hand, ours is conveniently related to several of 
eur great connectional agencies, and, as our late 
article proved, has important financial advantages.

W e s l e y Asr M is s io n a r y  A n n i v e r s a r y .

Jie late Anniversary of this great Society, in 
er Hall, London, was an enthusiastic occasion. 

Lord Napier, once governor in India, presided, and 
in his speech paid a high tribute to the fidelity 
and success of the missionaries and to the value of 
missions in India. The “ notices” say:

“ Although the morning of May 5th was cold 
and gloomy, before eleven »'clock Exeter Hall was

filled in every available place. The 
tone of the meeting was that of chas
tened exultation. The announcement 
that the income of the Society had 
exceeded all former years, that the 
debt was entirely extinguished, and 
that there had been an accession of 
fifteen hundred members to the mis
sion Churches, was hailed with devout 
thankfulness, and sent a thrill of 
gladness through every heart; but 
when the roll of the dead was read 
over, and when the venerable names 
of Elijah Hoole, William Shaw, and 
Thomas Jackson were mentioned, a 
feeling of solemn sadness seemed to 
steal over the vast assembly. We re
fer with much satisfaction to the ex
cellent report of the meeting which 
will be found in the following pages, 
and hope they may have a careful pe
rusal. The address of Lord Napier is 
especially valuable as the testimony 
of an independent observer to the im
portance of Christian missions in 
India.”

A princely generosity has charac
terized the giving for missions during 
the year, individual donations reach
ing, in some cases, as much as £1,000, 
or about $5,000. Thirty-five mission
aries have been sent out since the last 
Anniversary, four of whom were young 

ladies. In another column will be found an ex
tract from one of the addresses on the occasion. 
We rejoice with our British brethren, and bid them 
God-speed.

Triumphs of the G-ospel.
In the speech of Rev. Frederic Greeves, of Oxford, 
at the late Wesleyan Missionary Anniversary iu 
Exeter Hall, London, there is a vision of the con
verted Fijians, the Kaffirs, and thé Malayasy. The 
eloquent orator said :

“  It is very gratifying to us to turn over the 
pages of our reports, and to see how men of very 
different races and varied positions have proved 
susceptible to the grace of God and to the power 
of the Christian religion. Allow me to give- a few 
illustrations. In the first place, the wonderful 
success of our missions in the South Sea Islands. 
These missions have been in existence little more 
than the life-time of many young men here, and 
what a glorious result have we achieved in those 
islands! I have heard one of our missionaries 
say that he stood once in the presence of a savage 
Fijian chief—a man in whose presence a human 
Jife was not worth a fish-hook. He said to that
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man, ‘ What does your religion teach you to do to 
your enemies? ’ ‘ Kill them and eat them,’ said
the chief, handling his club as if he were about 
to begin with the missionary. ‘ Now,’ said the 
missionary, ‘ listen to my religion,’ and he read to 
him some verses of our Lord’s Sermon on the 
Mount: ‘ I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that despitefully use you 
and persecute you; that ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and send- 
eth rain on the just and on the unjust.’ ‘ 0 ! ’ said 
the Fijian, ‘ that is a good thing; that would suit 
Fiji.’ And then the missionary turned to the 
twelfth chapter of Romans, and read to him :
‘ Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink; for in so doing thou slialt 
heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good.’ Again the 
Fijian chief said that this was a good thing, and 
would suit his people, and he sent for a teacher to 
come and instruct his subjects; and what has been 
the result of our Fijian mission? Why, we have a 
king there a Christian; his name is Ebenezer, for 
hitherto the Lord hath helped us. We have a 
queen there a Christian; her name is Lydia, for 
her heart the Lord hath opened. Her two daugh
ters are Christians; the one is a Methodist class- 
leader, and the other is president of the Band of 
Hope in the island. We have given to these peo
ple a Christian literature in which there is not a 
single bad book, and I hope it will be very long 
before there is any bad book in the Fijian language. 
We have given them a code of laws of which we 
cam say this, at least, that it is quite as equitable, 
and a great deal more intelligible, than the law of 
Great Britain. It has this one eminent advantage, 
at any rate, that it is not framed by men who ex
pect to get their living by difficulties in interpret
ing i t ; and accordingly it has come to pass that 
this legislation of Fiji is eminently intelligible and 
practical. We have seen these people emerging 
from their barbarous customs into at least a ger- 
minant civilization; and, my Lord, the process 
going on there is just a repetition of the process 
which has been going on in this liappy land for so 
many centuries. It is not twenty centuries since a 
Roman writer, speaking of the condition of this 
island, said of its inhabitants that they were 
Britannos hospitibusferos—that the British were fe
rocious to their visitors. That was the condition 
of the Fijians not long ago. We were ferocious 
to our guests at one time; but what a change has 
the Christianity of centuries produced! and the 
same change has taken place in Fiji. There is not 
an alien but finds refuge on these shores. There 
is no exile, however high his former rank, however 
low his present condition, but he will get here an

asylum; and notwithstanding all the hard things 
that have been said this day about the Pope of 
Rome, I verily believe that if that * infallible old 
gentleman ’ were really to come to us for a refuge 
he would be welcome here, at least to a peaceful 
resting-place and a quiet grave. ( ‘ Hear, hear,’ and 
applause.) I rejoice to know that this mission 
cause of ours is triumphing in other lands as well 
as in Fiji. I listened with the greatest thankful
ness to the testimony borne to the eminent services 
rendered to this Church by the Rev. William 
Shaw. I venture to think there is no part of our 
mission-field where, taking a wide and all-embrac
ing view of matters, we have more reason to thank 
God for our labors and successes than the southern 
parts of Africa. When our missionaries first went 
to those shores they found great access and great 
success among the Kaffirs. But they seemed to 
think there was no chance that the Gospel that 
suited them would suit the inferior races around 
them, and when the missionaries proposed to call 
in the Hottentots and Fingoes to join in worship, 
these lordly Kaffirs were accustomed to say,
‘ What, would you call in the dogs to prayer?’ 
My Lord, the dogs have eaten the crumbs that fell 
from the children’s table; and, if the report is 
carefully studied, it will be found that nowhore 
have we been favored with more gracious outpour
ings of the Spirit and more glorious displays of the 
grace of God than amid the degraded Fingoes find 
Hottentots in the southern part of Africa. It is 
most beautiful, indeed, to observe that the same 
blessed effects produced by Christianity here have 
been produced in those countries also. Those who 
are familiar with the ‘ History of Methodism ’ bv 
Dr. George Smith will not have forgotten the story 
he tells of a girl in Cornwall, who had been for 
some time a very great opponent of the revivals. 
She had been aecustomed to ridicule the cries and 
the groans of those who were in distress about 
their souls; but there was one defect in her mim
icry. She had never really attended any of those 
prayer-meetings. She was persuaded by one oi 
her friends to go, and in her case, as in the case of 
many another, the Spirit of God sent an arrow of 
conviction to her heart, and she who went to mock 
‘ remained to pray.’ That night she was kneeling 
with the penitents; that night she was privileged 
to find peace in God, and rejoice in conscious par
don ; and the next morning when she met with her 
companions they found a change had passed over 
her. They looked to her for mimicry, but they 
found nothing but serious earnestness. So by and 
by they began to persecute her as she had perse
cuted others. She happened to wear ear-rings in 
her ears, and in that remote province of the British 
empire it was at that time thought to be an offense 
against good taste and Christian propriety that any 
one who was concerted should wear ear-rings. It
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was pointed out to Mary that she ought not to 
wear those ear-rings, and that she could not wear 
them if she were truly converted to God. She re
tained them for awhile, but at last her neart gave 
way, and as she was beating the ore to pieces with 
a hammer she took the ear-rings from her ears, put 
them among the ore, and smote them with the 
hammer until they were a mass of shining metal, 
and as she struck them she sang the words of a 
hymn she had heard the night before:

‘ Neither passion nor pride Thy cross can abide;
They melt in the fountain that flows from Thy side.’

My Lord, I have been struck by observing in one 
of the letters o f the Rev. W. J. Davis, one of our 
most devoted and successful missionaries, that, 
among the first-fruits of the consecrated life of 
these Fingoes and Hottentots many necklaces and 
ear-rings, bracelets and amulets, have been brought 
and laid at the missionaries’ feet, that they might 
help forward the spread of the Gospel of the grace 
of God. Our venerated friend and father, Mr. 
Shaw, used to tell with great effect a story of two 
African chiefs who met each other. They had 
never met before, and could not speak each other’s 
language. They had often been engaged in fierce 
wars against each other’s tribes, but they had been 
each brought under the influence of Christianity; 
they had both tasted of the love of God; and when 
they met this was their interview: The one lifted 
his eyes to heaven and said, ‘ Jehovah,’ and the 
other answered him and said, ‘ Jesu.’ Then the 
Bechuana chief said, ‘ Halleluia,’ and the Kaffir 
:inswered, ‘ Amen.’ I say it was worth while liv
ing for to administer the Gospel so as to produce 
such glorious results as these amid the savage 
tribes of the world. Then if we are challenged to 
show that the conversions that take place among 
our mission stations are really solid conversions, I 
rejoice to remember the glorious proof of this that 
is found in the fidelity of those persecuted Chris
tians in Madagascar. I remember, my Lord, walk
ing along the streets of this city one day, and 
meeting a member o f the London Missionary So
ciety, who told me that they had just read a letter 
from Madagascar which had much affected them. 
It was in the very midst of the persecution, when 
the hour of darkness was at the deepest, and this 
was a letter asking that they would send them 
more Bibles, but that among the Bibles they would 
send a few good English telescopes. I said to this 
gentleman, ‘ What do they want the telescopes 
for ? ’ And he told me that they were now com
pelled to worship in secret, that they gathered 
amid the valleys of their beautiful island, and 
that they had their scouts upon the hills watching 
for the approach of their enemies, and that t h e y  
thought if t h e y  had only some good English field- 
glasses t h e y  could Bee the soldiers sent to arrest

them before they could come upon them. That 
simple circumstance seemed to bring to one’s 
thoughts the history o f the Scottish-Covenanters 
in the days when the Bible was brought out of its 
hiding-place, and when the venerable pastor read 
such words as these, ‘ For thy sake we are killed 
all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter; 7 when on the still air there went up the 
words of some grand Covenant hymn. My Lord, 
those Malagasy Christians nobly earned their title to 
rank with the Covenanters of Scotland and with 
the martyrs of apostolic times. They bowed their 
head to the block as calmly as if it had been a 
pillow of down. They stepped amid the flaming 
fagots as triumphantly as Elijah into his chariot 
of fire; and when the missionaries returned they 
found that the- bitter persecution had made the 
harvest all the more glorious than it was before.”

Study in the India Conference Theolog
ical Seminary.
BT REV. T. J. SCOTT.

S o m e  account of the wants of the native ministry 
in India, and of what is being done to meet those 
wants, will no doubt be of interest. Any one in
dulging the idea that the “ poor heathen” in India 
can do but little t* urge an intelligent opposition 
to Christianity may drop that notion. India is 
not only a stronghold of mighty error, but is full 
of subtle and specious opposition to the truth. 
The claims of Christianity are scrutinized and as
sailed—the entire Bible is the object of attack. 
Hence a first great want in the training of a native 
ministry is to post them well with a thorough un
derstanding of God’s word. Brahminism, or India 
Rationalism, is ready to meet us here with the 
apparent conflict between science and the Bible. 
Mohammedans urge that the Sacred Scriptures 
have been corrupted because of certain discrep
ancies ; for instance, in the Gospel narratives, and 
in the numbers and chronology of the Old Testa
ment. The notorious Colenso is claimed by some 
of them as a good Mohammedan, though we may 
suppose the bishop is hardly so far on as this yet; 
but some of his arguments are being utilized by 
his Moslem admirers in India. And then here is 
English infidelity to be encountered by the native 
helpers in Englishmen themselves. Missionaries 
come to Christianize the people, and some of their 
foreign rulers sneer at them for accepting Christ 
and the Bible. Recently a native preacher with 
whom I am associated was reviled to his face by 
an English officer for being a Christian. Some 
time since an English inspector of schools sneered 
at a class for reading the Bible. Hence it will be 
seen that right at the start these native preachers 
need to be well fortified in their belief and defense
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of the book of God. We must give them in this 
school a thorough exegesis of the word. I was 
surprised at the coolness of a Mohammedan doctor 
of divinity recently who brought me a translation 
from English of an attempt to show that the Com
forter promised by Christ is Mohammed! Several 
years ago Godfrey Higgens, some erratic English
man, wrote a little book in favor of Mohammedan
ism. He urged in an argument of several pages 
that the Paraeletos is Mohammed with just as much 
reason as it is the Holy Spirit. The Mohammedan 
doctor had got this translated into Hindustani in 
some way, and requested me, very politely, to go 
over it and assure him that he had got a good 
translation ! It is surprising to find what a number 
of passages of the Bible are claimed as prophecies 
of Mohammed. We must give these native preach
ers a good training in exegesis. This involves 
giving them instruction in sacrgd geography and 
history, and in biblical arcnajology generally.

We have marked out a course for them in sys
tematic theology that they may not only be ortho
dox, but also see the unity and harmony of divine 
truth.

Hinduism and Mohammedanism have their 
atheists, hence some training in natural theology is 
needful.

In order that the native preachers may be well 
prepared to refute the systems of error about them, 
they will regularly study these systems in their 
rise, development, and organism. Hinduism is a 
vast system of philosophy and religion built up 
by mighty intellects and developed through thou
sands of years. It does not follow that a Hindu 
understands his own religion well, hence the con
vert may not be ready to overthrow the system he 
has just abandoned. It is a fact, too, that the 
marvelous labors of men like Colebroke and Sir 
William Jones in other days, and of Muir, Ballan- 
tine, Wilson, Max Müller, etc., of more recent 
date, have qualified the European mind to compre
hend the Hindu system even better than Hindus 
themselves. Our helpers must be trained to know 
well the system of error they are combating.

Ajid then Mohammedanism is a subtle and plau
sible system of error, strong from the very admix
ture of truth it has incorporated from Judaism and 
Christianity. Just now in India it seems to be 
making a bold and vigorous effort at revival. Our 
course contemplates systematic instruction in the 
rise, progress, and nature of this vast error. Both 
the religious and the philosophical side of the 
error will be studied, that the preachers may deal 
iintelligently with the evil. Then Brahminism will 
be studied, and its inneront and fatal weakness as 
a system of natural religion pointed out. With all 
these errors the divine structure of Christianity 
will be compared. It will be seen that the train
ing we have undertaken has special adaptation to

India. Instruction in homiletics, with some train
ing in logic and rhetoric, is given. Some special 
denominational training is also imparted to the 
preachers as Methodists. Song is a mighty power 
the world over, so singing is taught in some meas
ure. I may add that the present class are studying 
the Persian and Arabic languages, which are clas
sics in India. I am trying the experiment of teach
ing them to master the Greek Testament, which is 
hopeful so far.

Now, reader, do not imagine that in planting 
Christianity here we are falling into the fatal error 
of trusting to human wisdom and learning rather 
than to the power of Gospel truth and of the Spirit 
of God. No, we are simply trying to do what 
should be done with theological training in any 
country—bring it to the feet of Jesus, that it may 
be sanctified by the Spirit to the pulling down of 
strongholds.

Protestants, the Plague, and Prayers in 
Mexico.

T h e  following is a translation of a circular which 
fell into the hands of Rev. Thomas Carter, D.D., 
from the interior, showing how some of the peo
ple feel toward Protestants; also, a translation of 
the action taken by government against the monks 
and nuns. Nineteen of the monks have been sen
tenced to banishment from the country. The cir
cular is headed as follows:

‘ 1 I n t e r e s t i n g  N e w s ,  which has arrived from 
Vera Cruz, of the disasters which the plague has 
caused among the Protestants throughout all that 
State, and of the prayers which the people of Gu
anajuato offer to the miraculous image of the Lord 
of Burgos for every Protestant in this capital.”

The circular proceeds:
“ We place before the people the most remark

able things which are happening in our poor nation, 
which is to see the demoralization of the people 
by so many Protestants, and that they have been 
encouraged in every part of the republic. Impiety 
has, therefore, so greatly extended that, denying 
the purity of Mary and the sacred mj-steries, peo
ple mock at the divine things of Jesus Christ, not 
believing that God chastises all who offend him.

‘ ‘ In Vera Cruz and all the State so fatal a plague 
has come upon us, that during the past month 
more than two thousand Protestants died victims 
of the punishment of our Lord. In the capital of 
Guanajuato it is known that some Protestants are 
met with wno worK against our Catholic religion. 
Various priests have, therefore, directed us that we 
should pray te the miraculous image of the Lord 
o f Burgos that he will not bring down upon us the 
arm of his justice.”

Verses following the above, or the prayers rec
ommended :



124 MISSIONARY ADVOCATE.
“  Blessed Lord o f Burgos*
Patron of Goanajaato,
Do not allow the Protestant 
To destroy our religion.
All the people in general 
Beg thee on this occasion,
Because they begin to violate 
Our holy religion.
My Father crucified,
I beg thee withoot delay 
Not to forget, O loved Father,
Our holy religion.
In Irnpuato and Celaya,
In Luz, Silao, and Leon,
All beg that it may not break down 
Our holy religion.
The Protestants, lords,
Without compassion 
Deny the holy mysteries 
Of our holy religion.
Brethren, the great means 
Of obtaining salvation 
Is only in following as Christians 
Our holy religion.
Who does not know that my God 
Suffered death and passion 
To teach us all 
To follow religion ?
To-day, all the priests
Exhort us to union
That we should not forget, lords,
Our holy religion.
And we so ungrateful,
We have no compassion
As to so many things in which suffers
Oar holy religion.
In great Vera Cruz,
By a chastisement of the Lord,
The Protestants have died 
Who denied religion.
My Father, Lord of Burgos,
Pour upon us thy benediction;
Do not allow the Protestants 
To moek our religion.
And therefore, lords,
I charge upon Catholicism
Not to be seduced
In every thing by Protestantism.”

P o t o m a c  D i s t r i c t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  
Conference.

Tue Presiding Elder, Rev. James Peck, sends the 
following:

“  I closed my first quarter on the Potomac Dis
trict. I write briefly to report the condition: it 
has been one of peace, consolation, and success. 
I held every conference myself, and preached at 
all but two, and often two and three times at a place. 
All the preachers seem to be in good spirits, and 
I have heard but few complaints. The meetings 
have been attended by large congregations—we 
have not had a small one during the round—and 
the/ have been attended with great power. We 
have seen many converted, and, without boasting, 
I think we can say, * The Lord o f hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.’ Many of the 
Sabbatli-schools have been kept up all the winter 
on circuits notwithstanding the severity o f the 
weather, and they are still on the increase. The 
preachers are well received by the people, and are 
laboring with them to improve their condition 
every way, spiritually, temporally, and literally.

“  The Ebenezer Church, which has been in hand 
for nearly three years, will be dedicated July 6, the 
Lord willing. They took up a fine collection last 
Sunday, amounting to six hundred and seventy odd 
dollars. Thomas A. Davis, Pastor. Good!

“ We expect to build a parsonage and two or 
three churches this year; and one which is to be 
dedicated in September next, the Lord willing, 
is already begun.”

The Enemy Aroused.
R e v . D r . C a r t e r , of Mexico, writes the Mission 
Rooms that he is preaching once each Sunday in 
Spanish, and could preach more frequently if lie had 
the necessary accommodations.”  He says, “ Two 
boxes of small books and tracts in Spanish which Dr. 
Butler received from London or Madrid have been 
a great blessing to us. We are now sending them 
through the country in all directions. He sends 
also the following clip from a. Mexican journal 
with his remarks appended:

“ T i z a p a n .—In this town, belonging to the mu
nicipality of San Angel, on Sunday, May 11, 1873, 
the Protestants, on going out of a private house 
where they had held their worship, were insulted 
by various intolerant fanatics, who met them on 
the way.

“  On the night of the same day they set fire to 
the house which had been used for the worship, 
but it was happily discovered in time to prevent 
any serious damage. But seeing on the following 
day that their intentions were frustrated, they de
termined to assassinate the owner of the house. 
At nine o’clock at niglit, when he went forth from 
the factory w'here he was employed, they struck 
him a blow on the head which felled him to the 
ground, and they then continued beating him. 
Some persons passing by heard the noise, and 
their approach gave him the means of escape.”

I received the article this morning, May 15, 
1873, of which the above is a part. It is in Span
ish, and these unfortunate, suffering people for
warded to me a dollar toward publishing their 
wrongs in one of the Spanish papers of Mexico. I 
am going to-day to one of the oifices of our papers 
here to see if I can get the matter published. In 
another part of the article the writer says, and 
it is a striking proof of the desire of the Protestants 
for peace:

“ What will become of this population if more
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than two hundred fathers of families, which form 
the evangelical congregation of this place, should 
lose patience, and there should be a breach of the 
peace (or a collision) between the two parties ? 
He who breaks the law let him be punished, 
whether lie be Protestant, Catholic, or Turk.

The}- have appealed to the ‘ alcalde,’ and hope 
to be protected. This is the third case of outrage 
and persecution which has come to my knowledge 
during the ten months I have been in the country. 
How many there are I liave never heard from! ”

—  ♦ ♦ ♦   ----

What of the Night?
I t a I iY.— Rev. Dr. Vernon writes us from his field 

in the following hopeful strain:
“ June 31st I received the first monthly report 

from my first colporteur. He has labored in Ce- 
sena, a city of thirty-five thousand inhabitants, 
and its vicinity. He has been industrious and suc
cessful, having sold a considerable number of Bi
bles, Testaments, and other religious books, besides 
distributing tracts, reading and explaining the 
Scriptures to single persons and to families, and 
talking to others of the great salvation. Having 
offered his books to a priest who was loitering 
about him one day, the faithful son of the Church 
boisterously responded, ‘ Into the fire! Into the 
fire ! ’ Another passing and scanning him sharply, 
relieved his disturbed soul by loudly ejaculating,
‘ Infamous books! ’ His work is well and gratui
tously advertised, too, by the priests preaching 
against him in the churches, and avowing that he 
sells ‘ prohibited and bad books.’ This is a capital 
excitant of inquiry. Curiosity will hunt out this 
‘ prohibited ’ badness, and thus many will unwit
tingly seek, and some certainly find, the truth. 
Signor Dalmas says: ‘ All this fury has not dis
turbed me, but rather disposes me to earnestly 
prosecute my work, because I see that near the 
evil there is also good : there is no rose without a 
thorn.’ Such is the beginning of Methodist Epis
copal colportage in Italy.

“  In a few days I shall enter Florence, resolved 
to have a basis there such as will command the at
tention of Italians and the respect of travelers 
from home. I think, from my experience, we must 
buy. Having rented a snug hall here for three 
years, we do not need now to buy here; we may 
the more reasonably, therefore, ask to buy a useful 
and creditable properly at Florence this year, if 
not indeed also at Rome.”

Presbyterian Home Missions
T h e  Secretaries of the Board of Home Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church reported to the General 
Assembly at Baltimore the following interesting

summary of the home mission work of the Church 
during the past year :

‘ ‘ The whole number of missionaries under com
mission during the year has been nine hundred and 
ninety-three. Of these the following have died: 
Revs. N. E. Pierson, G. K. Perkins, W. K. Boggs, 
C. V. Monfort, A. B. Post, J. H. Jackson, R. R. 
Salter, D.D., J. S. Howell, J. L. Janes, J. B. Cel
lars, D. D. Green, F. L. Phelps, J. M. Boggs.

“  These men have labored in thirty-eight States 
and Territories, as follows: Arkansas, 1; Califor
nia, 31; Colorado Territory, 15; Dakota, 1 ; Dela
ware, 4; District of Columbia, 1; Florida, 3; Il
linois, 111; Indiana, 42; Indian Territory, 1; 
Idaho, 1; Iowa, 100; Kansas, 51; Kentucky, 18; 
Maryland, 14; Massachusetts, 3; Michigan, 50; 
Minnesota, 48; Missouri, 78; Montana Territory, 
3; Nebraska, 26; New Jersey, 31; New Mexico 
Territory, 2; New York, 87; Nevada, 2; North 
Carolina, 4 ; Ohio, 66; Oregon, 7; Pennsylvania, 
87; South Carolina, 4; Tennessee, 22; Texas, 4 ; 
Utah Territory, 2; Virginia, 3; West Virginia, 11; 
Washington Territory, 4; Wisconsin, 52; Wyoming 
Territory, 3. Of these missionaries, three hundred 
and twelve are settled pastors.

“ So far as it has been in the power of the 
Board, we have endeavored to supplement the sal- 

. aries of the missionaries to such an amount that 
they should not be compelled to leave their fields 
of labor on account of inadequate support. They 
have all been promptly paid through the year, and 
the whole salary of three hundred and eighteen 
has been $1,000 or more. One hundred and sixty- 
six have parsonages, and all such as had $800 and 
a parsonage must have received for their services 
from $950 to $1,000 each. That is, about four 
hundred and fifty or five hundred of our mission
aries receive what is equivalent to $1,000, which 
probably makes them the best j>aid band of mis
sionaries in the country.

“ Two hundred and twenty missionaries have 
failed to furnish statistical reports. But if their 
statistics correspond to those forwarded, we may 
safely add one fifth to the figures already given. 
One hundred and thirty-six Churches have been 
formed during the past year in States and Terri
tories, as follows: California, 7; Colorado Terri
tory, 7; Dakota Territory, 1; District of Colum
bia, 1; Idaho Territory, 1; Illinois, 14: Indiana, 
7; Iowa, 10; Kansas, 17; Michigan, 5; Missouri, 
14; Minnesota, 5; Montana Territory, 8; Nebraska, 
9; New Jersey, 2; New York, 3; Ohio, 4; Ore
gon, 1; Pennsylvania, 3; Texas, 2; Washington 
Territory, 3; West Virginia, 3; Wisconsin, 9.

“ Years of labor, 715; hopeful conversions, 
3,421; added on profession of faith, 3,944; added 
on certificate, 3,333; total membership, 43,260; 
Sunday-schools organized, 241; number of Sunday- 
schools, 1,118; membership of Sunday-schools,
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73,577; church edifices, 792; church edifices built 
during the year, 98; church edifices repaired or 
enlarged, 81; church debts canceled, $174,232; 
congregations, 72,783; infant baptisms, 2.482; 
adult baptisms, 953; self-sustaining, 18.”

Interesting Items.
T h e  C a p t u r e  o f  t h e  J e s u it s  a n d  M o n k s . —  

The following, translated from one of the daily 
papers play 22, 1873) in the city of Mexico, by 
Rev. Thomas Carter, missionary in Mexico, shows 
that nunneries are not much in favor among the 
Mexicans. The monasteries and nunneries were 
suppressed some time ago, but the monks desired 
to keep up their order in a private way, and now 
the government has come upon them.

The governor of the district lias had the good
ness to give us, verbally, the facts in reference to 
this event. Senor Montiel (the governor) having 
had information that in Mexico, (city,) Tacubaya, 
and the village of Guadalupe, there were twenty- 
two houses of monks or nuns, and that in this 
capital and Tacubaya there were five houses in 
which Jesuits met together, made suitable prepa
rations, and last night, between eight and ten, 
took by surprise every one o f these law-breaking 
habitations. More than two hundred women were 
put in the street and sent in various directions, 
and about seventy men, Jesuits and brothers, were 
taken to prison, where they yet remain to be dis
posed of by the authorities.”

Another account says:
“ All these unfortunate women, the greater part 

of whom were deprived of their liberty against or 
contrary to their own wash, have returned to the 
bosom of their families, and are freed from the 
toils of those who have, for wrong purposes, made 
use of their credulity and fanaticism.”

R e v . F . A. S p e n c e r , o p  I t a l t .—Brother Spen
cer’s family has recently been sorely afflicted. 
Their little girl was dangerously attacked with 
meningitis, and in the midst o f her illness Brother 
S. was very seriously, if not dangerously, attacked 
by a malignant disease of the face and throat. 
Under these trials Sister Spencer was also almost 
prostrated. They are now, at length, all hopefully 
convalescent. Thank God!

O n e  F a m i l y . — The catholicity of feeling among 
missionaries is well illustrated by the programme 
for English preaching in one church at Foochow. 
The audience is composed of missionaries of all 
denominations and a few of the foreign residents. 
The following is the plan for one round of preach
ing:

April 27. Rev. S. F. Woodin, Presbyterian.
May 4. Rev. S. L. Baldwin, Methodist.
May 11. Rev. N. J. Plumb, Methodist.

May 18. Rev. F. Ohlinger, Methodist.
May 25. Rev. C. Hartwell, Congregationalist.
June 1. Rev. J. E. "Walker, Congregationalist.
June 8. Rev. J. R. Wolfe, Episcopalian.
The service is held at 4.30 P.M., so that it does 

not interfere with the Chinese services.

W h i t e  P e o p l e  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  C o a s t . —Mr. 
Buslinell estimates the number of white men, Eu
ropeans and Americans, now engaged in govern
ment, commercial, or other business at various 
places on the western coast of Africa, between the 
Congo and the Niger rivers, as not less than 1,000, 
“ the larger part o f them intelligent, educated 
young men.”  He says, “ A Liverpool or Glasgow 
merchant advertises for a clerk or agent to go to 
Gaboon, Ogobai, or Fernando Yas, in the morning 
paper, and before night he selects from perhaps a 
score or more of applicants for the situation. Last 
year I buried four young Scotchmen, all belonging 
to one Glasgow firm, who came here ill from other 
places, and yet that firm has no difficulty in ob
taining any number of young men to succeed 
them.” On these and similar facts the missionary 
bases an earnest appeal for greater readiness in the 
Church to send out missionaries to that part of 
the field. The number of such white persons is 
very small.

J a p a n .— Recent letters from Rev. Henry Loomis 
indicate an increasing interest in the Japanese 
mind with regard to Christian truth. Two other 
young men under his instruction have become ear
nest inquirers. Of another Mr. Loomis says:

“  Last week I visited Yedo, and called upon the 
author of the memorial which was written to the 
Mikado about a year ago, advocating the adoption 
of Christianity as the religion of the empire. He 
is a man of fine attainments, and occupies a high 
position. He excels as a scholar, and has trans
lated several works from English into Japanese.

“ He seemed very glad to see me, and told me 
he had daily prayer in his family. He would like 
to be baptized if it could be done secretly, as he 
had fears that any public action would bring him 
into great trouble from his friends. Many were 
quite displeased that he should have written in 
favor of Christianity, and he did not like to pro
voke further hostile feelings. Before leaving I 
gave to him a small work entitled ‘ Facts in Aid 
of Faith,’ and also Dr. John Hall’s ‘ Prayers for 
Four Weeks.’

“  Last Sabbath morning I was quite surprised to 
see him enter the Sabbath-school. After it closed 
he came to me and gave me a paper on which he 
had written as follows: ‘ I make out my mind to 
be baptized.’ His fear of publicity was gone.”

Okono, Mr. Loomis’s teacher at Yokohama, and 
formerly Dr. Hepburn’s teacher, has been elected 
elder in the native Church.
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A r t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .— Art is beginning to 
flourish in Africa. It is announced that a Society, 
under the name of the “ South Africa Fine Arts 
Association,”  has been established at Gape Town, 
and held its first exhibition in January last. The 
collection of pictures numbered two hundred and 
thirty, representing examples of ancient and mod
em art. Air. S. B. Bayley, a citizen of Cape Town, 
has given the sum of £500 toward the erection of 
an art gallery, provided a further sum of £1.500 be 
collected for the same purpose, subscriptions for 
which are in rapid progress.—African Repository.

A N o b l e  S e n t i m e n t .—Chief Justice Bradley 
has admirably put it thus: ‘ ‘ Those who merely 
accumulate or preserve wealth are its servants. 
Those who expend it upon themselves become its 
victims. Those only who use it grandly are its 
masters.”

T h e  R e g i s t e r  B o t t l e . —Our work among the 
Freedmen abounds in beautiful and touching inci
dents, among which we count the following:

An old colored brother, who had toiled away 
liis Energies, and was left with a stiffened, trem
bling frame, crowned with snow-white hair, was 
asked how old he was. Brightening up at being 
noticed and questioned by a white gemman, he re
plied :

“  Well, sah, I doesn’t know how old I is. Dat 
is, I can’t tell ye how many years I have lived as 
a chile. But, bless de Lor1, I kin tell ye how old 
I is as de Lor’s chile.” Hurrying away into his 
cabin, he soon came out with a bottle, joyfully 
rattling something in it, and resumed his happy 
tone:

“ Now, sah, if ye’ll jest take and count dem 
pebbles ye’ll see how old I is as de Lor’s chile. I 
was bom again jest afore Christmas a long time 
ago. When de next Christmas come around, I 
jest thought I would keep account of de years I 
was agwin to spend in de service of de Lor’. I 
couldn’t wnte none, so I tho’t I put a pebble in a 
bottle and put it away; and I tole ’em all in my 
cabin what dat bottle for, and nobody never tech 
him! So every Christmas since I was bom agin 
I’s put a pebble in dat bottle. And, if  ye’ll just 
count ’em, ye’ll see how old I is as a Christian. I 
can’t count none, and disrememher how many there 
is !”

The pebbles were counted, and fifty-one of them 
told o f his long life as “  de Lor’s chile.”

TnE C h i l d  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .—I find a child 
in no religion but in the religion of Jesus. Moham

med seemed to know nothing about a child. The 
heathen seemed to know nothing about children in 
their mythology. Their gods were not bora as 
children. They were never clothed with the sym
pathies of children. They were never endowed 
with the attributes of children. And hence they 
make no provision for children.

But the great elemental fact of Christianity is 
the Holy Child Jesus. The religion of Jesus is 
the only religion that dares to put its sacred books 
into the hands of a child. No other religion ever 
conceived of such a thing. No other religion dare 
venture its existence on such a venture as that. 
Sacred books of Hinduism, sacred books of Mo
hammedanism, put into the hands of children, 
would shock authors and its votaries. But the 
Christian religion brings its.sacred books to the 
child. It says to the little one : “ They are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation, through faith that 
is in the Lord Jesus;” and although the child can
not master their mysterio6. he can believe their 
mysteries, he can obey their mysteries, he can elu
cidate their mysteries.— Dr. Armitage.

“ I S c r u b s . — ‘ What have my class done for 
Jesus since last we met ? *’ asked the teacher of a 
large infant-class one Sabbath morning.

One said, “  I have earned some money for the 
heathen by doing errands : ”  another, ‘ ‘ I tend our 
sick baby; ” another, ‘ ‘ I fetch hunchback Billy to 
school, with the boys a laughing at me.”  One 
after another told, in a half-bashful, half-exultant 
way, of the little activities and self-denials of the 
week.

At last a little four-year-old hand was stretched 
up, and moved hastily to and fro to attract the 
teacher’s attention.

“ Well, my dear, what are you doing to please 
Jesus ? ”

The little eager face flushed with excitement as 
the unexpected reply came, “ I  scrubs, ma’am! ”

Little Molly’s work is as important as any. 
“  She hath done what she could,”  is the highest 
praise that can be spoken of any one, and little 
Molly has done that.—American Messenger.

T h e  G r e a t  C h a n g e . —When the religion of Je
sus comes to the heart it ought to make us new 
creatures. It ought to make scholars more dili
gent, children more dutiful, servants more consci
entious and hearty in their work. It changes even 
the poor heathen, as the story of an ignorant slave- 
girl to whom the good news of Jesus came, and 
who received it into her heart, well illustrates. 
She was asked some time after whether she knew 
she was a Christian. “  Well,”  she said, “ I know 
that now I always sweep under the mat, ”  which 
meant that now she sought to do all her ccmmon 
work unto the Lord.
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A St r a n g e  Co l l e c t io n .—The following is a 
note of a collection made at the Presbyterian mis
sion station o f Shesugu, near Lovedale,. South 
Africa *

8anl........................... A ewe, she-goat, and a kid.
Leya Mzimba.............Two shillings and sixpence.
Nozayi Snvnndthla.. .A he-goat
Nolenti.......................A bag of Kaffir com.
Xelelo’s Children A bag of Kaffir com.
Zoknfa’6 Son . ......... Basket o f com.

! Pulani.....................  ..Seven shillings.
Dyakatya.. . ...............Threepence and a ewe.
Zokufa’s Wife............ A she-goat.
Saul’s Wife..................A ewe.
Nolenti Kala..............One shilling and a sheep.
Manse..........................A bag of Kaffir com.
Nolisizi........................ A rooster.
Namse........................ A bag o f maize.
Sebenz....................?..A  hen and chicken.

Street-Preaching in India.—A missionary in 
an Indian street must be a wide-awake man if  he 
wishes to catch the attention o f the people, be
cause the shouting of boys, the shrill voices of 
women, the singing o f mendicants, and the busy 
throng of buyers and sellers is so great that his 
cry of Ayi Bishi Krister Bohi, “  These are books 
about Jesus Christ,”  can sometimes scarcely be 
heard.

Bequests and Devises to the Missionary 
Society.

P erso n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society 
by will are requested to observe the following 
form:

I give and bequeath fe# “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o
c ie t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h , ”  
incorporated by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, the sum of ; and the
receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient 
discharge to my executors for the same.

$oxm of z £tbist of Iznò  to «aft

I give and devise to “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  
o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h , ”  incor
porated by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, the following lands and premises, that is 
to say : to have and
to hold the same, with the appurtenances, to the 
said Society, its successors and assigns forever.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
The following money* were received by the TREASURER 

of the MlMtomary Society of the Methodist Eobcopal 
Church to July 14,1878.

Darns Carter, o f City Station, Baltimore, Md. .......  $72 00
Albion, W. New Tort C on f............................................  86 00
Bucksport, E. MaineConf.  .................................... 10 00.
Clearfield Circuit, Cent Pa. Conf ............................     75 00

Miss. Lyceum, Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, Lima, W.
New York Conf.............................................................  |122 72

Juv. Miss. Soc., Martinsburgh, W. Va. Conf...................  80 00
The Jackson & Woodin Manufae. Co., Berwick, Cent Pa.

Conf.................................................    100 00
St John’s Church, Brooklyn, N. T. E. Conf..................  125 00
J. M. Hunter..................................................................  6 00
Stockbridge, Cent New York Conference........................  94 00
Enoch G. Hawxhurst, of Akron, Ohio, Erie Conf., for

China Mission.............................   10 00
New Buffalo. Mich. Conf.................................................  14 80
Buchanan, Mich. Conf......................................................   7 05
“ A Friend to the Missionary Cause,” “  One tenth”   1 87
Grace Church 8. S.. Port Richmond, S. I., New. Conf., (in

part).........................................   16 88
Danby, Wyoming Conf., for Mexico.................................  9 25
Bequest of Susan Hopkins, of Cabot, Vt, (in part)  800 00
Centenary Fund, N. Ohio Conf.......................................... 24S 58
Dumbarton-street M. E. Church, Georgetown, D. C   40 00
Skaneateles, Cent N. Y. Conf., (in part)........................... 47 85
Fifth-street M. E. Church, Des Moines, Iowa..................  230 00
Succasunna S. S., New. Conf............................................  10 00
Mrs. Harriet Dodsen, Beaver Dam, Cent N. T. Conf... . .  5 00
“ A Friend to the Missionary Cause," “  One tenth . . . . .  2 28
Mrs. Sarah Armstrong, Connersville, Ind.........................  1 00
Asbury Church, Baltimore, Washington Conf., add’1  110 00
Sharp-itrcet Church, Baltimore, Washington Conf..............  56 50
Dalks-street Church, Baltimore, Washington Conf.............  25 00
Lawrence-street Church, Denver, Colorado Conf....  400 00
Madison Avenue Church, Baltimore.................................  2,021 05

N. B.—It is the purpose of the Secretaries hereafter to make ac
knowledgment in these columns, in as detailed a form as the parties 
may deem necessary, of all payments into the Treasuiy, provided 
the money is not detained till Conference time, when the pressure 
upon our columns would be too great, but forwarded promptly soon 
after collection. We solicit prompt and, i f  necessary, frequent re
mittances. To insure the acknowledgment in detail, a statement in 
the form desired to be published, and on a separate sheet of paper, 
should accompany the remittance, and be marked thus: “ Fob Pub
lica tion ." This arrangement will nTwiate the necessity of the usual 
acknowledgments in the Church pajiers.
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