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C h i n a used t o be a fabled land.
Shut m by
walls and edicts,' the Chinese seldom ventured
from home. They called their country “ The Great
Middle Kingdom” and their emperor “ The Son of
Heaven.” ’ They were strongly, opposed to any in
tercourse with other nations, and never permitted
foreigners fo tread their shores so long a s they
could prevent them, from doing s o .
SBut great changes have taken place in China
during the last fifty years. A large trade is now
carried on between China and the United States,
and also between Qhina and some of the nations
of Europe* Nearly every seaport of China has
now a busy foreign population, made up of Amer
icans, English,; -French, Germans, and Portuguese.
Stranger than all this is the wonderful fact that
s
Chinese people themselves have commenced a
migration to our shores, and already about one
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thousand of them are to be found on our
Pacific Coast. The principal cities and villages of
California, .Nevada, and Oregon have a distinctive
feature known as “ 'The Chinese quarter,” or “ Chi
na-town. ” In these “ China-towns ” of the Pacific
Coast, China as it is can be seen almost as well ás
in China itself. The streets are full of Chinamen
and Chinawomen dressed in Chinese fashion, the
men, with shaven head and braided cue, walking
with a Chinese shuffle or a Chinese swagger, and
talking loudly in various Chinese dialects. The
front of their shops and their numerous sign-boards
are covered with great gilt or gaudily-painted
Chinese characters, perfectly unintelligible to the
American unless translated into English—as they
sometimes are—and then it puzzles the Yankee
even to grasp tie full meaning of a merchant’s
sign translated “ The Five Harmonics." The arti
cles sold in the shops, and at the stalls, have for
the most, part a Chinese look, a Chinese smell,
and a Chinese taste.
. ,
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The Chinese have also opened their heathen
temples, and set up their heathen idols in thiB
Christian land. One of jfchese temples, or an apol
ogy for one, is to be found in almost every place
where any number of Chinese take up their abode.
Some four or five of considerable pretensions are
to be found in Ban Francisco- In these temples
“ are gods many and loads many,” and goddesses,
and attendant divinities, and tablets, and inscrip
tions, and incense sticks, and incense urns, and
elaborate carvings in grotesque design; and gongs
and bells with which to arouse the gods when too
drowsy to hear the prayers of the people, and
priests to teach the devotee the ceremonials of his
worship. They do not have congregational wor
ship at stated times as Christian people do. There
are certain feast-days and birtli-days of their gods
and goddesses, when large crowds throng the tem
ples with their offerings and prayers, but straggling
worshipers maj be found in these temples almost
every hour of every day. One of the most pop
ular Chinese temples in San Francisco is called

the 4‘Eastern Glorious Temple. ” It is largely owned
by a Dr. Lai Po. Tai, -wrho#is said to have accumu
lated a large fortune practicing medicine among
a class of weak-minded Americans, both men and
women 1 The engraving at the head of this article repre
sents the principal gods of this temple. The central
figure is known by the high-sounding title, “ The
Supreme Euler of the Somber
and has con.trol of the Northern regions. He is.pretty gopd at
Vpreventing conflagrations, and so is sometimes
called “ The Water; God.” He eats only vegetables.
Sitting at the left hand of “ The Supreme Buler
of the Somber Heavens ” is a black, ugly-looking
fellow, the Chinese god of war, sometimes c?dled
“ The M ilitary Sage.” This god is worshiped in
order to become brave and courageous.
At the right hand of “ The Supreme Buler of
the Somber Heavens” is a calm-faced image, “ The
Great King o f the Southern Ocean.'1' This god is
large-hearted, almost boundless in the sweep of his
benevolence.
’

Here is a picture of “ The Chinese Mission and one school-room for women and girls. Five
House ” of the Methodist KpiscopalChurch in San of the scholars have been converted aad received
Francisco, under the charge of Eev. Otis Gibson, into the Churchy and others are learning the docassisted by Bev. Hu Sing Mi, native preacher, trines of Jtesus. .
The Mission has also opened a chapel in the
and Chau Loke Chee, native helper, and in the
schools by Miss M. A. Salisbuiyand Miss S. A. heart of Chinatown, who» Hu Sing Mi and. Chau
Barr. The building contains parsonages for the Loke Ghee daily preach the Gospel of Jesus to
missionary families, rooms for the teacjaers, an their idolatrous countryman. Thus by schools and
asylum for abused Chinese women and girls, three public preaching much seed is sown 'from which
Jl good-sized, well-furnished Bchool-rooms for bop, in due time we shall reap fruit if we faint not.
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Here is “ The Lord of the Soil,” or “ The God
of Wealth.” He is almost universally worshiped
on account of his ability to assist the devotee in
his plans and efforts to accumulate wealth.
These are only a small part of the many idols
which, adorn the Chinese temples in this city. No
engraving nor description can give any adequate
idea of the exceeding hatefulness and degrading
influence of idol worship. To the true Christian
it is utterly abhorrent and disgusting. Chris
tianity is trying to show our Chinese brethren
a better way.

Notes Gleaned by tfie Way.
BY BXV. P . T . f n B W

Whims waiting to secure a passage ,on a steamer
from Bombay I am u p p in g a few days atdifferent
points in our mission field, and just now I am at
Shahjehartpore, which I had not seen forsome four
years. I find Dr. Johnson busy preparing to l§ave
for has new appointment as presiding elder of our
Hill work in Kumaon and Gurhwal. He has done
the Missionary Society excellent service in Shahjehanpore during the past ten years. It is seldom
th^at one is permitted to do so much in so short a
tiine. The Orphanage he makes over to Brother
Buck, who, with his good wife, seems in every way
qualified for this responsible post. And Brother
Brown, one of our very best Bazaar preachers,
takes charge of the Shahjehanpore station and the
general evangelistic work. .
.
I find the Boys’ Orphanage in excellent trim, and
I had the pleasure of preaching on Sabbath in the
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orphanage chapel to a congregation of about two
hundred natives. >On Saturday last Brother Buck
drove me out to see the Punahpore estate, which is
in his charge. I was highly pleased with all I saw.
We reachedthe village after a drive of about two
and a half hours. We went direct to the chapel,
which stands on the north side of the village.
After resting a little the bell (or gunta) was rung,
and all the villagers not away on business or in the
fields came together for prayers. At Brother Buck’s
request I preached them, after singing and prayer,
a short sermon, and Brother B. exhorted after
Methodist fashion. Our service being ended, we
went out to take a look at the estate. Here are
nine hundred acres of good*land, about two hun
dred of which are already under cultivation. The
whple tract lies well, having a considerable stream
on its border to the south-west, and a smaller one
during part of the year running near the village,
thus affording considerable'water for their fields
and a supply of fish for the people.
The location of the village could not be *more
lovely. A gentle rise culminates in a hill on which.
stand a few venerable peepal trees, one, thelargest
i remember of having seen in my pilgrimages here,
measures twenty-seven feet in circumference. . A
square some fifty yards each way is left, and the
village is built on the four sides. The village
chapel stands on the north and the parsonage on
the south side. Brother Horace Adams, formerly
an orphan boy, is the pastor of these people, and
they are fortunate in having a man of deep piety
and sterling worth as their spiritual guide. One
Senica Falls, formerly an orphan lad, teaches a
Christian boys’ school of some seventeen pupils,
and about, the same number of girls are taught by
Nancy, who is from the Girls’ Orphanage. The
same, orphanage also furnishes two Bible-women,
who are doing what they can for their sisters.
There are now in this village son^e forty families,
said to contain about one hundred and eighty per
sons including children. These are all Christians
in,name, and i»any of them give evidence of hav
ing received. Christ in good and honest .hearts.
They live in house? made of mud and covered with
thatch, and I have seldom seen a village in India
where every thing was neater or the peopleseemed
more happy. I am told that through their influ
ence a dozen or more of heathen from the sur
rounding villages have been converted to Chris
tianity. Their fields adjoining the village have
good crops on them, consisting chiefly of wheat;
but those further out have been more or less
damaged by wild animals. The villagers have to
watch their crops day and night to prevent their
being eaten up by deer, wild hogs, etc. This es
tate is part of the endowment of the India Con
ference Theological Seminary located at Bareilly.
At present it has invested in it $5, 000, but should
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expend a Considerable amount in addition to get
the whole tract under cultivation, dig wells, and
make other permanent improvements. While it
has cost the theological school but the five thou
sand dollars, still much has been spent from other
sources by Dr. Johnson., who originated the scheme,
in getting the two hundred acres cleared, and in
making a beginning in the jungle. This estate is
a safe investment for the theological school, for the
land is free of rent forever, and when once under
cultivation cannot but pay a good per centage upon
all the amount that should legitimately be spent in
its improvement.
Funds are needed at once to open up more land,
and it is thought money thus used will do a two
fold good: first, it will enable the many poor Chris
tians who cannot live with their heathen neighbors
to earn an honest livelihood, and thus be a place of
refuge for all such; and, secondly, it will be a safe
and permanent endowment to the India Conference
Theological Seminary, which has already been so
liberally assisted by Brother Thomas of our con
ference.
By the way, Brother Thomas has been appointed
by the president of the conference as agent for
this theological school, and, with the consent of
the Mission Board, will be happy to give all needed
information in reference to this interesting topic.
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the Agents at New York, being rather “ spry
Yankees,” took the wind out of our sails by issuing
the Missionary Advocate in the East. Of course
the movement in the West was postponed, and we
had to submit with mingled feelings of surprise,
disappointment, and pleasure. The object was
accomplished ; the Church was furnished with a
medium of communication with the mission-field,
and the brethren abroad could speak to the home
Church, thus keeping warm the pulsations of sym
pathy and love between the distant points, though
the West lost the honor of doing the work.
It was my practice at that period, yea, as early
as 1838-’40, while stationed in Columbus, Ohio, to
appoint a missionary collector in each class, and
the jesult of the new movement (for at that time
there was no disciplinary provision of the sort) was
so fruitful materially that my successor in the
pastorate in Cincinnati complained of the large
missionary collection, apprehending that should
there be a felling oflf the ensuing year it might re
flect unfavorably. I am satisfied, from experience
and observation, that if the disciplinary plan of
class missionary collections was carried out in
every charge and united with the ordinary methods
of raising funds it would be an easy matter to pour
into the treasury a m i l l i o n o f d o l l a b s , now so
imperatively needed for the Church to avail herself
of the openings of Providence for the spread of the
Gospel, and hastening the consummation of that
Rem iniscence and A ppeal
glorious period when a redeemed world shall unite
BY W . H E R B , D .D .
in the loud acclaim, “ The kingdoms of this world
I h a t t . with pleasure the New Series, Vol. I, of are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his
the M i s s i o n a r y A d v o c a t e . The first number pre Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever. Al
sents a beautiful face, is filled with important and leluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”
interesting matter, and on the whole comes nearer Amen.
my ideal of what a missionary paper ought to be
Dayton, Ohio.
than any thing hitherto issued from the Methodist
press. It ought to be in the hands of every mem
A v a n ti, fratelli, a R o m a !
ber of the Church, and every lover of the mission
BY W . r. W AREBN , D .D .
ary cause.
During my pastorate in Cincinnati in 1840-’42, W h i r l i n g through North Italy in the summer of
the stationed ministers of that city composed the 1862, I saw no sight so memorable as these four
Book Committee of the Western Book Concern, words staring at me from so many walls. Never
and at one of the meetings I had the honor of pre can I forget the thrill with which they always filled
senting a resolution calling for the appointment me. Though rudely scrawled in the charcoal of
of a committee of three to consider the expediency the “ Carbonarii,” they seemed to blaze like letters
and practicability of publishing a Monthly Mission of f ir e . They roused the people to uncontrollable
ary Advocate. The resolution was adopted, and enthusiasm. They soon overturned and forever
Rev. L. L. Hamline, Rev. E. W. Sehon, and W- demolished the oldest throne of Europe. “ F o h Herr, were appointed. It was the jfleasure of the w a u d , B iioT H E B S , t o R o m e 1 ” was the watchword
other members of the committee to impose on the which destroyed the temporal power of the Pope,
writer the duty of preparing the report. An elab and gave self-perpetuating unity and completeness
orate paper was presented in due time, recom to F r e e Italy.
Why, now, should our Church take up this cry,
mending to the Agents the issuing of a missionary
periodical, which was unanimously adopted. That and vigorously reinforce our mission in Italy?
1, Because the entire population of that king
was, no doubt, the origin of the publication of the
first missionary paper that ever emanated from our dom, thirty millions in number, are, in the mass,
pre^. • But before the Western Agents got ready, utterly ignorant of true ptal Christianity.
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2. Because, in consequence of the astonishing
civil and ecclesiastical revolutions through which
those millions have just passed, they are more
awake and receptive with respect to new truths
than they have ever been before.
8. Because, without evangelical teaching, the
new nation, after a brief period of religious unsettle
ment, will inevitably become the prey of ultra
montane Popery, or of atheism and infidelity.
4. Because, if the present moment is not im
proved, we can never hope for so favorable an op
portunity again.
5. Because the Italians will receive new ideas
and teachings from Americans more readily and
easily than from any other nation.
6. Because so long as Rome is unconquered by
Protestantism, so long will she wage her unrelent
ing war upon all Protestant peoples.
7. Because we can most effectually protect and
perpetuate the free institutions of America by
bearding Romanism in her own metropolis.
8. Because our Protestant brethren of other
names need all possible reinforcement in the com
mon field and the common struggle.
9. Because the narrower, more exclusive, and
unlovely forms of Protestantism being already rep‘ resented in Italy by Calvinists of all types, by
Baptists, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Waldensians, Plymouth Brethren, and even Irvingites,
• the interests of the evangelical movement exigently
demand the presence and influence of the only
Church which can challenge comparison with
Catholicism in historic achievement, popular power,
elasticity of organization, balance of doctrine, and
effectiveness of discipline.
10. Because every argument in favor of turning
over our mission to any other body of Christians is
equally an argument in favor of so turning over all
our missions in Africa, India, China, and Europe.
11. Because failure would disgrace and dis
hearten the Church to all generations.
12. Because our membership have an enthusias
tic interest in the spiritual regeneration of Italy.
13. Because powerful associations and agents for
the Congregationalizing or Pre&byterianizing of Italy
are taking advantage of this enthusiasm to drain
away from our own Missionary Society thousands
of dollars annually for the support of their work.
14. Because, not content with this, they have the
ill grace to use our pulpits, and even the General
Conference platform, for the purpose of throwing
cold water upon one ot the regular missionary en
terprises of our Church.
15. Because no Church of any historic impor
tance ever has, or ever can, efficiently and satisfac
torily do its missionary work through other Church
organizations.
1G. Because, in view of all the providential cirk cumstances and signs of the times, it is d u t y !
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Forward then, brothers, to Rome! Would these
words might blaze on all our Church walls, until
some spiritual Garibaldi could lead an army of our
young men into the very citadel of Popery ! The
temporal power of Rome is ended; her spiritual
despotism is equally doomed. The same enthu
siasm which charcoaled the watchword of the secu
lar movement along the streets of Milan, and
through all North Italy, will, if cherished speedily,
bring like victory in the spiritual movement.
Then shall the true V i c t o r E m m a n u e l at last
come in and claim his rightful possession. Avanti,
adunque, avanti, fratelli, a Roma !

Poonah.
R e v . D. 0. Fox writes from Poonah, January 30,

1873, the following report, which we reproduce
entire :
I have been delaying to write to you tliat I might be
come fully acquainted with the work of God to which I
have come.
On our arrival we found the work in a most encouraging
condition. At almost every gathering of God’s people
sinners sought the Lord and found peace with him. A
spirit of love, humility, and faith marked the testimony
of Christians, giving unmistakable evidence of the pres
ence of thé Holy Spirit. Our hearts greatly rejoiced when
we saw such clear indications that the work was of God.
As you have already learned, the work beaan in Bom
bay in December of 1872. Brother Taylor labored here
till July last, when by invitation he came to Poonah,
about one hundred and thirty miles from Bombay. Here
the Lord also greatly blessed his labors. At the request
of those who had been led to Jesus by him he organized
a Methodist Episcopal Church, first in Bombay and after
ward in Poonah. This was not brought about by design.
It was a necessity. There was no sympathy in the other
Churches for the work. Indeed, some have openly op
posed it from the beginning. This left them no alterna
tive but to form an organization among themselves. In
Bombay there is a membership of two hundred. These
are divided into twelve classes, “ fellowship bands ” they
are called here as a term more expressive of the object of
the gathering. In Poonah over one hundred have united
with the society. They are all faithful in attendance upon
the means of grace, especially the fellowship meetings.
The revival spirit still continues at both Bombay and
Poonah.
Thus far the work has been among the Europeans. This
is the class among which the work should properly begin.
Heretofore they have been an insuperable obstacle to the
conversion of the natives. The habits of life of many of
them are worse than those of the natives ; but no one will
fail to see that when they are renewed by grace, living as
they do among the natives and acquainted with many of
them, they will, by their godly lives, compel them to
loriry God. And this is the result which is looked for.
'he good work is not expected to stop among the Euro
peans. In Bombay there are seven native converts, mem
bers of our Church. They are the fruit of Brother Taylor’s
street-preaching during last year. When they became
Christians they did not seek for homes among Christian
people. Brother Taylor advised them to remain with
their own families. This they have done. Some of them
have endured severe persecutions, but they have borne
them with true Christian fortitude. At present services
are held regularly for the natives four times each week.
These are held on the Btreets, and consist of preachiug
and testimony from Europeans and natives who have
sought and found the Saviour. This i6 followed by a
prayer-meeting held in a room near by, to which all are
invited. Many of the Europeans who give testimony at
these meetings are personally acquainted with the natives,
and meet them daily in their business relations. This af
fords them an opportunity of working together with
Christ by letting their light so shine before the natives
that they shall be compelled to glorify God.

f
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Like the mother Church in America, total abstinence
is made a condition of membership. None are received
as members who will not conform to this rule. The value
of this to India cannot be overestimated. I t is often said,
“ Every body drinks in India.” So largely has this been
true of professing Christians that Christianity has been
able to do but little to stem this tide of evil.
The societies both in Bombay and Poonah ask for no
missionary appropriation. They pay their own expenses
and support their missionaries. All expenses are brought
down to snch as are necessary for the success of the cause.
To assist this work all the missionaries—six in number,
including Brother Taylor—have volunteered to work with
out a salary. They are provided with homes among the
oeople, and all necessary expenses are paid. Brother
tay lo r has set a noble example of this spirit of sacrifice
for the sake of Christ. He has for many years not only
labored without a salary, but has paid his own expenses.
It is a matter of great encouragement to this Church
that this is the plan adopted by the apostles, and which
proved so successful then. There are advantages of great
value derived from this method of carrying on the work.
The idea th at it is a foreign society is removed. It
springs out of the people and is sustained by them. I t
thus beeomes indigenous. I t develops the need of divine
help and of entire dependence upon God for success.
The idea has got a fast hold in the mind of the natives
that missionaries have come out to India for the sake of
the good salaries they receive. This is a real obstacle in
the way of their conversion. It is also believed by them
that those of their number who become Christians do so
because they can better their temporal condition. One
of the native members of our Church in Bombay was
asked by a native friend what reward he received for join
ing the Christians. He replied, “ Not any.” “ Ah,” 6aid
his friend, “ you must receive something.” **If you will
excuse me for stating it,” he replied, “ but instead of re
ceiving any thing I assist the work by making contribu
tions to it.” This all native members do, not because
they are required—it is done voluntarily.
I never saw clearer evidences of the presence of God
amoug the people than I have seen since I came to India.
The conversions are from all classes. Some were con
firmed drunkards. Now they are sober and industrious.
In Poonah there are several young men who give promise
of great usefulness in the cause of God. Some are stu
dents in the college and others are teaching. There is
abundant evidence that some are called to labor in the
vineyard.
Although we do not ask you for money, we feel that we
are one with the great Methodist Episcopal Church of
America, and we ask for your sympathy and your prayers.
1 have made my report as short as possible. There are
so many things that would be interesting, and I would
like to write that it is difficult to be 6hort, but I will
write again soon. I want you bhould have a correct idea
•f the work, and then you will know how. to help it.

Church. This is the only way the Gospel can go in tri
umph through this great country.”
The experience of the following year settled two points:
1. That we had not overestimated the ability of the na
tive Church. 2. That in order to develop that ability,
we must make it necessary for them to increase their
contributions. It was thought that this could best be
done by diminishing annually the grants from the Mis
sionary Society, thus making an annual increase necessary
from the native Churches. At the annual meeting in
November, 1S70, the plan was thoroughly discussed iu
all its bearings, and received the full approval of the en
tire meeting. We have continued to work upon this
plan. Some adjustments arc needed from time to time
to meet the state of the work in different regions, but the
principle is undoubtedly correct, and should be adhered
to.

The afternoon of November 25th was given to
the consideration of the question of self-support.
Rev. N. J. Plumb presided. We subjoin sketches
of the speeches made by native preachers :
Yek Ing Kwang said : Three years ago, when
Bishop Kingsley was with us, we began to talk
about self-support, and we have been talking about
it ever since, but have not yet accomplished it.
When we can succeed in bringing it about, it will
be an occasion of joy both to the Church in Amer
ica and the Church in China. If we depend on
foreign money, it will occasion the loss of many
Chinese souls. Why ? Because it will lead many
to enter the service for money, and thus bring in
false teachers who will ruin the Church. We had
better follow the example of Paul, and if the
Church does not support us, work and support
ourselves. This self-support effort makes the devil
very angry, and he tempts the preachers severely,
and some have fallen. We ought to deny our
selves, and be willing to accept of native support,
so that year by year the number aided by the
Missionary Society may be less and less. If we
have a self-supporting Church it will not be easily
shaken. If we have a Church depending on foreign
support it will be very insecure. Let us pray and
You m il p r a y f o r us.
seek for the best means of accomplishing self-sup
port, so that Satan may not cause the preachers
to fall. We have members who say, “ We know
Self-Support of Native Churches.*
how to read, and pray, and hold meetings. If you
send us a preacher, very well; and if not, very
N o t e . — Some preliminary explanation is heeded to give
an intelligible understanding of this subject. The Mis well.” Others say, “ We are too poor. We can
sion has from the first endeavored to train the native
membera to contribute according to their means for the not aid in supporting the preachers.” Who is to
support of the GospeL When Bishop Kingsley visited blame in this matter ? Not the Missionary Society.
the Mission in 1889 we adopted the principle of estimat
ing the ability of each circuit, and making definite appro Not so much the members, but the preachers who
priations to meet the balance necessary for the support have failed to instruct them. As we heard last
of the native preachers. In making our estimates we
took as a basis for calculation the amount each circuit night, when Ezra preached the people wept, and
had voluntarily contributed the previous year, and made he comforted them, and caused them to rejoice,
our appropriations for 1370 accordingly. Bishop Kings
ley, in his parting address to the preachers, well expressed then they willingly stripped themselves of their
our convictions, as well as his own, in these words:
ornaments to build the temple of God. We are
“ It is my sincere opinion and judgment that the more
rapidly you approach self-support, the more rapidly will deficient as to real conversion and thorough con
people be converted, the more rapidly will the Church secration to God. If the preachers were truly con
grow. And those who give will be the better off for it. verted and sanctified, and with their whole hearts
No man ever became poor by giving to the Gospel. The
world is God’s. lie gives it to us to use, and those who seeking the salvation of the people, the people
use it for him are prospered, and have the more to give. would strip off their ornaments and their very
I hope to see you become a strong, self-supporting
clothing to supply the needs of the preachers. If
* From Minutes of the Twelfth Annual Meeting of the we were wholly consecrated the members would
Foochow Mission.
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follow our example, and dedicate all they have to
God and his Church.
;
P ’ang Ting Hie said: I think this self-support
i business ought to be accomplished. The mission
aries bring this before us out of- love to our native
1 people. They wish our preachers to be true preacht ers, and our members real members. It has been
the case that many have come to learn the doctrines
because they hoped to get money, and many have
sought to be preachers for the sake of money.
This tends to break up and destroy the Church;
j
because those outside will not be able to discern
between the false and the true, and will say of us
all, “ They preach for foreign money.” We wish
our members to be real members, and sustain the
Gospel; so that the preachers may be truly preachi crs, and cease to depend at all on the Missionary
j Society. One ordained and two uoordained preach
ers have already walked in this road, and have not
fallen. This shows that it can be done, and that
1 others can walk in the same road. The Saviour
sent out the disciples to preach, without purse or
scrip, and told them if men did not receive them
to shake off the dust of their feet as a testimony
against them, and it should be more tolerable for
Sodom and Gomorrah than for them. If the Sav
iour sends us, our ministry will be profitable; if
we only go because men send us, and pay us for
going, it will be of no use. The ancient preachers
"had power to wrork miracles. What have we now
■ to convince people ? We have the record in the
Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit’s evidence in our
own souls. If we have not this, we have no busi
ness to be preachers. If we have this, God will
take care of us. If we have the inward evidence
I of the Spirit, we will have outward evidence in our
lives and conversation. If we have this men will
treat us as they do a physician. If he cures dis
eases, do they not gladly pay him? If men see
that we are truly converted ourselves, and labor
] to save their souls, will they not willingly support
us ?
But suppose they do not. Then we have the
example of Paul. He made tents for six days, and
preached on the seventh, and thus built up a
Church in Corinth. While he was abiding there
he was in great trouble, but the Lord came to him
in the night and said, “ Don’t fear; I have many
people in this city.” So, too, he preached success
fully in Thessalonica, in Philippi, in Galatia, and
other regions. We must learn from Paul, and be
ready to go to all places, and make up by labor
wliat the people don’t make up. Because of foreign
money some preachers are not yet converted, and
many members are not yet true and faithful. The
Saviour said to the disciples, “ Go! ” and they went
j and were supported. We must not wait to know
! first that we will certainly be supported, but go out,
^ and trust the Saviour.
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Some say we had better go back to our former
occupations, but we are like the Israelites at the
Red Sea. It is death for us to go back. Utterly,
to the end, we must not leave the Saviour. If we
leave him, where shall we go ? There is no place.
We must follow him to the end.
Ngwoi Ki Hing said: With the other speakers,
I say this self-support ought to be accomplished.
Children ought to provide for their parents. Pu
pils ought to support their teachers. Who says
that the teacher ought to support himself ? If I
call a mason to do work for me must I pay him, or
must he support himself while he works for me ?
Paul says, “ I minister to you in spiritual things;
shall you not minister to me in temporal things?”
We have talked several years about this, and have
just got the door open a little. Frequently men
complain that we are asking money for district ex
penses, for circuit expenses, for the support of the
poor, and that there are too many calls for money.
At one place the people said they were very willing
to give, and I was very glad; but when night
came I was very sorry. Why ? Because I found
out that they expected me to manage lawsuits for
them, and this was the reason of their willingness
to contribute. In some respects preachers are like
workmen, and people like employers. If the work
men don’t know their business, and don’t do right,
the people will not pay them. Some preachers are
afraid they will not have enough to eat and to wear,
and are ashamed to go out for fear the people will
say, 4‘The preachers wear old clothes, and live on
potatoes.” Truly, those who act on such thoughts
are lazy and unworthy servants. Some members
say, “ What do you do? Tou pray, and sing, and
read, and talk a little. We can do that, and save
the money we give you.” But, in spite of all these
things, we must remember what Paul said to Tim
othy, ‘‘Preach the w ord; be instant in season and
out of season.” We must go on and preach, and
instruct the people, explaining the doctrine to
them till they all understand it. If we accom
plish this self-support we will soon spread the
Gospel over the Eighteen Provinces, and, like Solo
mon, we shall have gold and silver and all at our
disposal. Let us seek the Spirit’s power. Before
Peter had it what did he do? He said, “ Though
I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee; ”
and then went away, and soon denied his Saviour,
even before a maid-servant. But after he obtained
the Spirit he spoke words oi power, and Ananias
and his wife fell dead before him: so that the
Church feared the false and sought for the true.
If the preachers obtain the Spirit they will know
how to teach the people. If the people get it they
will gladly give. Let us all pray that we may speed
ily succeed in this important matter.
Hu Po Mi then came forward and read John vi,
52-66, and said: Mauy say of this self-support, as ^
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the Jews said in the 60th verse, 1‘ This is a hard
saying; who can hear it ? ” Last night we talked
about the Bible work. 2s ow the Bible work and
preaching are much alike. Formerly we gave the
Bible away, and the people did not regard it. Now
we sell it. Formerly we gave the Church preach
ers without pay, and the Church did not greatly
regard them.
Now make them pay for their
preachers, and they will appreciate them better.
Some of you are troubled about this gradual with
drawal of missionary support. Don’t be afraid.
While Jesus was alive there was no Church. After
he died, and people thought his religion was de
stroyed, it just began to flourish. When the mis
sionaries can all go home you will be at peace.
You are only troubled now because they are here
and have foreign money. In this matter I am like
Peter. A t first I would not have even my feet
washed, but now I am ready to be washed all over.
While we are children our parents take care of us.
But the time comes when we must set up for our
selves. When my father told me to go and seek a
house, and set up for myself, I was very much
afraid, and I said, ‘‘My father is very hard heart
ed.” But I determined to go, and bear my troubles
as well as I could. At the end of a year I had
saved thirty thousand cash, and was ready to keep
New Year’s in good style. So I was afraid when
Sia Sek Ong went on native support. But I had
no fear the second year, and now I feel ready to
follow him. Jesus said, “ My flesh is meat indeed,
and my blood is drink indeed.” If we truly get
this spiritual food we will not need to complain
that ‘‘ the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, ”
for spirit and flesh will both go together. Seeing
some of the brethren troubled, my heart had no
peace. I felt I must come forward and speak to
you. The Scripture I read says, ‘‘ From that time
many left him.” Will you leave him?

back to bed, and my mind was full of troubles. I
heard my name called, and a voice saying, “ If men
have, no souls you are very foolish to go.” I woke
up and found it was already daylight. I thought,
“ Whence came these words?” I was very sorely
tempted, but I reflected, “ If men have no souls
why did Jesus die ? He died and rose again—have
men no souls ? ” Then the devil fled, and I went
to my duty. I lived by the day. I had clothes
left from the former year, but my food was sup
plied in a manner wonderful to mew I determined
to preach only the doctrine to the people—not to
urge them to give money, but to take what they
would voluntarily give. If you go to them, and
commence by driving away about your support,
they will not want you. The Saviour says, “ Go
and preach my gospel.” Will you stop to dicker
for your support before you start ? If others wish
to walk this road let them be fully persuaded. I
walk one mile at a time, not knowing where the
next mile is. Preach the Scripture doctrine on this
subject. That is our business, and we must do it.
When the people understand the doctrine they
will come up to their duty. One speaker said,
“ By and by we shall have gold and silver like
Solomon.” I don’t look for that. But I see before
me a bright, a beautiful crown—precious beyond
all earthly gems! It is in the hands of Jesus, who
is waiting to bestow it on me. I will consecrate all
I have to him, and look only for that. What will
it signify to build a fine house, and fill it with pro
visions and clothing, if in a few years it is to
come down over our heads, and leave us houseless,
starving, naked ? Let us give all to Jesus, and
trust him for an everlasting habitation.

Sia Sek Ong said: In this matter the fault is
nine tenths with the preachers. Last year some
of the preachers were very willing to favor selfsupport. Others were afraid. I say to the preach
ers, “ Let the Church be self-supporting and it
will be self-supporting.” The first years I went
on native support I did not know to-day how I
should do to-morrow. When I took my family
down to Hok-ch’iang I was afraid my wife would
complain, but she made no complaint. Why ?
Because God led me to walk in this road. For
some days all the bretliren said, “ We are glad you
have taken this step.” But soon the devil came,
and stirred all up. Nevertheless, my heart was at
peace. I had no fear, no anxiety, no trouble about
the future. This was because of God’s great grace.
It came quarterly meeting time at Keng-kiang. I
woke up in the night and heard it raining hard.
There were two roads, one was very long, the other
very difficult. I looked out in the darkness, went

I n the “ Foreign Missionary,” the organ of the
American Presbyterian Church, the question is con
sidered at large, Do missions pay ? It is shown
that they do pay by reason of—(1) their commer
cial value; (2) their incidental advantages; (3)
their direct success. Under the third head some
statements are so summary that we can present them
here. The writer begins with the Presbyterian
Church and then considers others : “ The foreign
field for the past ten years has yielded more con
verts in proportion to the labor expended than the
home field. The number added to the Presbyterian
Church in the United States in 1870 on profession
of faith, compared with the whole membership,
was 6 per cent., the gain of foreign missions as a
whole 12 per cent., the gain of Presbyterian mis
sions in India 16 per cent., the gain of Presbyterian
missions in Eastern Turkey 18 per cent., the gain
of Presbyterian missions in China 25 per cent.
This statement shows a heavy preponderance in ^
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favor of conversions on the foreign field. In the
Sandwich Islands alone “ the number of persons
received into Church fellowship on profession of
faith is more than equal to the present population
over four years of age, amounting in all to 55,300,
or on an average about 1,400 to each ordained
missionary.” The number received into twenty
churches in the twenty-six years following 1837
was 49,713, which is an annual average of about
1,900. Taking a more general and comprehensive
view of the whole field the following statements
are m ade: “ To compute the results of modem
missions is simply impossible. Figures cannot ex
press them, nor are they visible to the human eye.
But it is interesting to know that, outside the
bounds of Christendom there are fo u r thousand
centers of Christian work and Gospel teaching,
2,500 congregations, 273,000 communicants, and
1.350.000 nominal Christians.”
The Rev. Dr. Mullens, Corresponding Secretary
of the London Missionary Society, says: “ In more
than three hundred islands of Eastern and Southern
Polynesia the Gospel has swept heathenism entirely
away. The missionaries of the four great societies
(English) have gathered 400,000 people under
Christian influence, of whom a quarter of a million
are living, and 50,000 of these are communicants.”
Similar statements are made by Dr. Butler in his
work on the Land of the Veda: “ Not much less
than 300,000 Christian converts in communities
having renounced heathenism, and numbering
1,151,721, testify to the eminent success of Chris
tian missions. Over 31,000 Christian laborers are
to-day in the field of the world. More than
626.000 youths are in Christian schools. In India
and Burmah there are 7,480 missionaries, native
preachers, and catechists; nearly 3,000 stations
and out-stations; 70,857 communicants; 137,326
youth in schools; and 6,584 pious boys being edu
cated for a life of Christian labor.”

Brahma-Somaj.
A t the Allakahad Mission Conference, a paper was
read by Dr. Jardine on the above topic. The
author traced the history of the Brahma-Somaj for
the last ten years, a history now pretty well known
in India. There have been three leaders of the
B. S .: Rammohun Roy, (the nearest of the three
to Christianity,) Debendranath Tagore, (never got
away from Hinduism,) and Babu Keshub, (most
comprehensive.) The influenee of the older of the
two sections of the Somaj is about exhausted. At
first, the method of the Somaj was eclecticism: this
developed into intention—mysticism. The source
of truth is the uncontrolled religious imagination
of the individual. Doctrines of the B. S.: 1. Unity
of God; 2. Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood
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of men; 3. Oppose idolatry; 4. Every man should
feel that God is his Father and is ever near, and
this will make his religion pure; 5. Christ showed
sublime egotism and self-assertion; 6. Deny eternity
of future punishments; 7. Efficacy of humble
prayer to the only living God; 8. Man is saved by
faith in God and by prayers; 9. True penitence
humbles a man to the dust and leads him to true
faith in God—repentance begins the good work,
and faith and prayer carry it on. (The account of
the B. S. creed was very meager; but, being as drawn
from the writings of the B. Somajists, it could not
well be otherwise.) The B. S. is a result of the con~
tact of Christianity with Hinduism. It decries
idolatry, caste, Hindu marriage customs, material
ism, and positivism: so far good. But it borrows
much from Christianity and yet it refuses Christ; it
does not accept his doctrines, though speaking
grandly of him. Brahmaism repudiates all con
nection with any one person as a founder. Either
it will split to pieces on the rock of individualism,
and sink back into Hinduism from which it sprang,
or it will develop its hero-worship and become
an insignificant sect. Perhaps we should take a
hopeful view of the B. S. It must prosper if
consistent, and if kindly met may move nearer to
Christ.

Our Own Missions.
I n d ia

M is s io n

Conferen ce.

— Dr. Thoburn

w rites:
The India Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church
met at Bareilly January 16, and adjourned January 22.
In the absence of a bishop, Rev. T. S. Johnson was elect
ed President, Rev. S. S. Weatherby was elected Secretary,
and Rev. "W. J. Gladwin, Assistant Secretary. Rev. C. W.
Judd was elected Treasurer of the Mission. The session
of the conference was an interesting one, and the reports
from the various stations were encouraging.
The statistics reported areas follows: Members, 793;
probationers, 557; total, 1,360; local preachers, 30; adult
baptisms, 128; infant baptisms, 155; Sunday-schools, 76;
officers and teachers, 219; scholars, 3,536; boys’ dayschools, 82; girls’ day-schools, 85; boys in school, 3,30*1;
girls in school, 1,392. There is an increase of 107 mem
bers, three churches, one parsonage, thirty-one Sundayschools, seventy-three officers and teachers, and 1,609
scholars.
The increase in membership is smaller than usual, but
is sufficiently large to afford us cause of profound grati
tude to God. The rapid development of our Sundayschool work is one of the most striking and encouraging
features of our missionary operations.
An important change was made in the arrangement of
the districts, whereby all the mountain territory was set
off into a separate district, the province of Rohileund into
a second, and Oudh, with the station of Cawnpore, into a
third. The presiding elders were relieved of local charges,
bo a s to be free for more direct and unremitting work
than has heretofore been possible.
Satisfactory arrangements were made for completing
the organization of the theological schooL A course of
study was adopted, and the school is now fairly at work.
Brother Thomas, to whose munificence the school owes
its existence, was appointed agent, and Brother Scott
principal, of the schooL
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Brothers Thomas and Wilson leave in a few weeks for ing already nearly every day in the city; hope next week
America. Brother Johnson, who had expected to go, has to go among the villages. My predecessor has planned
remain.ed to try the work among the mountains. Another enough Tor ten men, and I am, by God’s help, trying to
brother who is . in very poor health will probably be carry out his plans.
obliged to return home soon.
Our conference was one of the most spiritual I ever
The brethren of the Mission are exceedingly encouraged attended. God was with us in power. Our hearts were
in view of the very liberal action of the General Commit greatly refreshed while communing with one another
tee. The reinforcement just received is very timely. The and with Christ our dear Master.
Mission is now more strongly manned than ever before,
We hope for great things this year. India’s redemption
and we are rejoiced beyond measure to hear of the new draws nigh. The people of this city treat us more kindly
men to be sent during the current year.
now than they did eleven years ago.
A ppointments.—Kumaon and Gurhwal District, T. S.
Johnson, P.E. Nynee Tal, J. L. Humphrey; Gurhwal,
P e k i n g .— All will read with interest the following
S. S. Weatherby..
Rohilcund District, E. W. Parker, P.E. Bareilly, C. letter from Bev. L. N. Wheeler, written at Peking
W. Judd; Shahjehanpore, J. D. Brown; Boys’ Orphan near the first of the year, but received too late foT
age, P. M. Buck; Budaon, R. Hoskins; Pilibheet, to be tiie March Advocate :
supplied; Moradabad, J. H. Gill; S&mbhal, Zahur-ulWe have just purchased from the Presbyterian Mission
Huqq; Chandausi, to be supplied; Amroha, to be sup
plied; Bijnour, H. Jackson, Ambica Cham; Theological in Pekin? their chapel premises on one of the great
streets
of the city. This arrangement has been effected
School, T. J. Scott; Agent of Theological School, D. W. in Consequence
of the intention of our Presbyterian
Thomas.
brethren to change their location to the northern part
Oudh District, J. 1L Thobum, P.E. Lucknow, E. Cun of Peking. We have thus secured a first-class position,
ningham; Native Church, J. T. Janvier; Editor of Peri within convenient distance of our compound. No mis
odicals and Books, J. H. Messmore; Superintendent of sion in the capital can boast of a chapel more eligibly sit
Press, T. Craven; Seetapore and Luckimpore, P. B. Cher- uated for public preaching. We are now in possession,
rington; Hurdui, Sunder Lai; Gondah and Bahraich, B. and have already commenced operations.
We are receiving new encouragements in our labors.
H. Badley; Barabanki, Rajab Ali; Roy Bareilly, J. T. The
Sunday services in our domestic chapel are still well
M’Mahon; Cawnpore, W. J. Gladwin.
attended. There are several inquirers, who will proba
A ppointments of the W oman’s Mishionaby Soci- bly soon be received into the Tartar City class.
e t y . —Bareilly, Girl’s Orphanage, Miss Sparkes and Miss
All the members of the mission are devoting them
Pultz; Medical Missionary, Miss Swain. Moradabad,
selves to their work. Brother Lowry keeps up daily
preaching
in the Southern City with very encouraging
Miss Blackmer. Lucknow, Girls’ Boarding School, Miss
prospects, and he is now no longer disturbed by un
Tinsley; City Schools, Miss Thoburn.
friendly official influence. Brother Pilcher has also'been
doing an important work in the Southern City, and is
B o m b a y . — The first Sunday in January witnessed preparing for a protracted lour through his circuit—a cir
the admission of fifty persons into the Methodist cuit much more extensive and far more populous than
his father’s district in the Detroit Conference. Brother
Episcopal Church at Falkland-road Hal], Bombay. Davis has rented and opened a chapel in Tientsin, where
many hear the word preached. We hope to see him
The Guardian says:
speedily reinforced, for it would be suicidal to occupy so
These had all accomplished their probation of six important a center with but a feeble force. Misses
months and been recommended by their respective class- Brown and Porter are laboring in their department with
kaders, with the exception of one or two, who were zeal and fidelity. They have a promising school of young.
girls, and are making their impression on the women of
received on certifícate from other Churches. Among the
neighborhood.
number received on profession of their faith were Mr. theThe
youthful emperor, now seventeen years of age,
XowTojee Cursetjee Bunshaw, a Parsee, and three Hin
has recently performed a public act which may be re
doos, namely, Mr. Krishna Choi, Mr. Trimbuk Canaren, garded as preliminary to his formal assumption of the
and Mr. Appa Canaren. On the following evening, Mon reins of power. Early on the morning of the 20th inst.
day, the quarterly love-feast was held in the same place, he proceeded in state from his palace to a lodge or tern*
le near the Altar of Heaven, where he is supposed to
after the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. There were
ave spent the day and night in fasting (abstinence from
upward of one hundred and fifty communicants, and
animal
food) and meditation. On the 23d he, for the
many others present. On Tuesday evening, New Tear’s
time, appeared in his august character of the High
eve, there was a watch-night meeting from
o’clock till first
Priest of the nation, presiding at the offering of the great
midnight. About two .hundred were present, and the
annual sacrifice. Followed by the lords of his court, and
services were of a hallowed and most interesting char- strictly observing all forms prescribed in the ancient
actor. On these three occasions there were nine seekers,
ritual, he ascended the altar, a«d, prostrating himself be
almost all of whom professed to find the Lord. The new fore the open heavens, rendered thanks to the supreme
ower for all national mercies received, and iuvoked the
year found the assembly on their knees, engaged in a
ivine compassion upon the people of his realm for time
united act of consecration to God. A place of worship
in the Fort, for the convenience of members living in the tocome.
The offering of burot-sacrifices, and the absence of «11
Fort and its neighborhood and in Small Colaba, will be Images
in these ceremonies, are well calculated to im
opened to-morrow, and henceforth it is proposed to have press one with the idea that there may be in all this’ a
services every Lord’s day at 11 A.M. and 6 P. M. in the recognition of some tradition of the true God, come down
hall of a new building just erected at Bennett’s old corfrom patriarchal times. Still, no doubt, all was hollow
show, little beyond a mere keeping up of au ancient and
ner, Forbes-street
honored custom. If the Chinese liave some vague idea
about a supreme ruler and governor of the universe,
Bbowh.—A note from Bey. J. D. Brown says:
it Is nearly effaced by the prevalent materialism and
Thanks for the few lines inclosed in your note to Brother idolatry.
The people are “ feeling after God. ” May lie eoon be
Thomas. They conveyed the only news from our dear
revealed to them by Him who, commanding the light to
boys since we parted from them, October 23. [Word has
shine out of darkness, shall shine in their hearts, M to
been regularly sent forward.—Ed.] Our hearts «te bun
give the light of the knowledge sof the glory of God in
g iy for our children. Yet we don’t regret the sacrifice
fhe lace ofJesus Christ.”
we have made. We have reached our field of labor—not
a new one, as we lived here (Shahjehanpore) two years
M e x i c o . —We have word of the safe arrival of
before. . . . I have as much work as l ean possibly do.
Several schools, male and female, out-stations, manned by Dr. Butler and family in the City o f Mexico, and
native helpers, city chapel, etc.* to manage. Am preach* of Brother Carter and family at Vera Cruz.
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I ndia.—Colonel Gowan, who was protected and
his life preserved by a Hindoo farmer during the
mutiny, has, since the recent death of that Hindoo,
endowed as a memorial of the event two scholar
ships in our theological school at Bareilly, to be
called the Gimga Ram and Bhika Singh Scholar
ships. This is at the rate of $300 each per annum.
This Colonel Gowan has been a fast and a most
liberal friend of our missionaries and their work
from the beginning. As a small token of acknowl
edgment for his eminent services, he was, some
years since, elected an honorary patron of our Mis
sionary Society, and as such his name appears in
our annual reports. In “ The Land of the Veda,”
on pages 247, 248, a most thrilling narrative is
given of the Colonel’s escape by the kindness of
his “ own Sepoys, who liked him.” They con
ducted him and his friends two miles beyond
Bareilly, giving him what money they could spare,
and their good wishes for his escape. He was sub
sequently, with his little company, found and
saved “ by the wonderful generosity of a Hindoo
farmer, who found them concealed in his field,
and who hid them for seven months within his
own house, at the risk of his life. This was at
Khe: a Bajhera, a place now on our Minutes, and
where the good Colonel has built and endowed
Christian schools as a memorial of gratitude to the
Thakoor who sheltered him, and to God, who in
clined him to do so. They are under the charge
of our Mission.”
A l l a h a b a d . —Just as we copied the above item
came this one from Dr. J. M. Thoburn, dated
Lucknow, February 5, 1873:

la m happy to report another advance movement. We
have organized a new society at Allahabad, with twentynine members. This is a most important point, and our
new position there will strengthen us greatly. God has
given us a humble but noble little band as the nucleus
of our work in that city, and you may confidently expect
good news from there from time to time. The new con
ference year opens auspiciously in the Oudh District.
Conversions have occurred at several points during the
past week, and we are praying and looking for showers
of bleBsing.
M o n t a n a .. —Here

comes a note from Brother

Van Anda:
I presented our missionary cause to our people last
Sabbath, and had a very favorable response. I think we
will have about $1 20 per member. Our Church is get
ting along well in Montana. We are weak—the country
is weak. Times are dull, money scarce, and we cannot
do large things until we get a railroad. But we want to
do all we can for the $900,000. May the work prosper
more and more l
M o n r o v i a , Liberia, Nov. 22,1872.—We have been
made to rejoice on account of the manifestation
of God’s love in our midst. In Monrovia there are
three persons waiting to be baptized. At Caldwell,
which Church is old and has had many disadvan
tages, there are twelve. The brethren there have
erected a house of worship, and are now doing very
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well. At New Georgia eighteen persons were bap
tized a few Sabbaths ago. There are also seven at
Freeman Station waiting for the same holy rite to
be performed. The most of these converts are na
tives and half-civilized Congoes.
W i l l i a m T a y l o r . —The Bombay Guardian states
that this devoted evangelist went in January to
Poonah, and thence was going to Calcutta on an
evangelizing tour, to last about three months.

Various Paragraphs.
S w i t z e r l a n d a n d t h e P o p e . —Diplomatic

rela
tions between the Swiss government and the Vat
ican are broken off. The Papal Legation at Lu
cerne will probably be abolished, the Chargé d'A f
faires and attachés having been recalled. The can
tonal and executive governmental authorities of
the little European republic have undertaken to
champion the cause of the civil power against the
dogmatic infallibilist hierarchical claims which
were enunciated by the Vatican Council in the
Holy City, and which have just been attempted for
practical enforcement in a Swiss diocese. It seems
that the Bishop of Basle, by dismissing two anti-infallibilist priests, drew upon himself a quarrel with
the cantons of Basle, Soleure, Thurgau, Argau, and
Lucerne, which are in his diocese. The delegates
of the cantonal governments met in conference at
Soleure, and voted resolutions, with reasons as
signed, which form a striking protest against the
Syllabus and the Council of the Vatican. The dele
gates declared null and void the dogma of infallibil
ity ; denied the right of the Bishop to excommunicate
a priest who does not recognize that doctrine with
out the consent of the local authorities; enjoined
the prelate to rescind the excommunications he had
pronounced, and summoned him to appear without
delay before the conference to justify himself as to
what he had done ; finally, it demanded the imme
diate removal of the Vicar-General. The Papal
nuncio protested m vain, and hence the sudden
breaking off of diplomatic relations.
W h a t w e S p e n d o n M i s s i o n s . —The income of
the Missionary Societies of Great Britain and Ire
land for 1870-71, including subscriptions, dona
tions, collections, legacies, interest on invested cap
ital, and contributions in clothing, etc., as has
been recently estimated, was £806 000. This does
not amount to the price of two of our iron-clad
ships, and it is not much more than went to the
bottom of the sea when the Ga/ptain foundered.—
Missionary News.
A f k i c a .—Ethiopia’s conversion to God is prom
ised and assured. There are rays of light in dif
ferent portions of the continent, showing material,
moral, and religious improvement. Not only is the
Mohammedan ruler of Egypt protecting the Chris-
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ti&n missionary, but granting him favors. The late
war in Abyssinia is being overruled for the spread
of the Gospel in that interesting country. The
diamond district continues to yield rich treasures,
and the prospect is that the only remaining vestige
of the nefarious slave-trade will be suppressed.
Several expeditions are organizing for the thor
ough exploration of the unknown Central regions.
In West Africa commerce is constantly growing,
and the English language, with its noble and
elevating literature, is rapidly spreading. Settle
ments of civilized and Christian colored people
are extending along the coast and pushing into
the interior. Liberia has a bright future before
her, with Churches, schools, a college, whole
some laws, improved agriculture, a profitable
trade, and a genial climate. This Society has
abundant reason to thank God and take courage in
the prosecution of its work.—African Repository.
W o m e n i n C h i n a . —The following account is
from Rev. Dr. Bartlett’s sketches of China wo
men: “ Associated with all this corruption is the
deepest degradation of woman. From the cradle
to the grave her life is one long-drawn woe. Her
birth is a disgrace and burden to the family, and
infanticide of females accordingly prevails to a
shocking extent. In forty towns around Amoy
Mr. Abeel found that two fifths of the girls were
destroyed in their infancy; an intelligent Chinese
informed Mr. Doolittle that probably more than
half the families of the great city of Foochow
have destroyed one or more of their daughters—
drowned in tubs, thrown into streams, and buried
alive, commonly by the father. Sometimes they
are exposed, sometimes sold in infancy for slaves
or for wives. A girl of one year will bring two
dollars, and each additional year, till she is old
enough to work and be more valuable, two dollars
more. If spared alive at home, she is but a menial;
taught to work, but not to read or write. She is
sold in marriage to some man whom she never sees
till the wedding-day—a man with whom she never
eats, who holdf and uses the right to starve her,
beat her, or to sell her permanently or transiently
to some other man, or in due time to place another
wife by her side. From the prolonged curse of
life not seldom she escapes by suicide. Said the
Mandarin Ting to Ihe French traveler Hue, fold
ing his arms, and stepping back a pace or two,
‘ Women have no souls.’ And when it was insist
ed and argued that they had, he laughed long and
loud at the thought. ‘ When I get home I will
tell my wife she has a soul. She will be aston
ished, I think.’ Does not one mighty wail sweep
over the waters of the Pacific, and sound day and
night in ihe ears of wives, mothers, and. daughters
of this country, beseeching them to go and to, send
to the rescue of these their degraded, suffering
sisters?”

ADVOCATE.
Mb. S p u b g e o n i n R o m e . —Last year I spoke of'
the Forum, the Baths of Titus and Caracalla, and
all the other marvelous ruins of Rome, and there
fore I must only say that we went to see again
every thing which we have described before, be
sides many other wonders. To show you how
perfectly free one is in Rome, and how large a
place the Coliseum is, of which I spoke last time,
I may mention that a party of u b sat down in that
grand edifice and sang the hymn—
Am I a soldier of the croas,—
A foll’wer of the Lamb,—
And shall I fear to own his cause,
Or 1)10811 to speak hie name !

And when we had finished it we sang again,
Jesus’ tremendous name
Puts all our foes to flight.
Jesus the meek, the angry Lamb,
A lion is in fight.

Then we united in prayer, and I gave the friends a
short sermon upon “ Come, behold the works of
the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the
earth,” remarking that it would have seemed im
possible, when Christians were devoured by lions
on that spot, that all this should become a ruin ;
yet so it was; and it appears to-day as if colossal
systems of error would never fall, yet fall they
must before the power of the Holy Spirit. While
we were thus engaged three or four gentlemen
passed us with friendly greetings, but no one ques
tioned our liberty to do as we pleased. You are
as free in Rome as in London; that which would
have brought imprisonment and suffering upon you
if you had tried it but a short time ago is now
protected by the law. Is it not strange that when
Rome has shaken off her fetters, and when Popery,
though it still lives, is abhorred by the great mass
of Romans, the old rags of superstition are gath
ered up by Englishmen and worn ? and the fetters
which the Romans have broken in disdain are
now to be endured by Britons, who boast that they
never will be slaves ? Latimer said that he lit up
a candle in England which never could be put out,
but surely it needs God’s own power to keep it
alight. Is it not sheer madness which makes men
labor to bring back the darkness ? Can it be that,
after all the sufferings and deaths of so many holy
men, Popery will return to England, riding in the
chariot of England’s national Church, and take
possession of those very buildings which once were
purged as by fire by earnest and vehement spirits ?
I pray God to make Englishmen Englishmen, and
then they will remain Protestants; for if they
were but true-hearted, as they used to be, they
would never brook that the old superstition should
curse them again.—Lecture by (7. IT. Spurgeon.
■ F oub C h i n a m e n . —A correspondent of the Meihodist Recorder (England) attended the annual meet
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ing of Foochow Mission, and thus sketches four
Chinese preachers: “ The fourth day the business
proper commenced by an inquiry into the moral
character oi the preachers. First came Hu Po
Mi. He is the ‘ strongest ’ man in the conference;
remarkable in appearance, in character, and in
temperament; tall, bony, big-featured, command
ing, dignified; with a loud voice, fluent and rapid
utterance, powerful elocution; an adroit debater,
able to sway the whole body of them—almost able
to oppose them^all single-handed; a man full of
humor, who can laugh with the heartiest, and pro
voke his audience to unbounded mirth, and who
can weep just as heartily, and whose feelings some
times get so powerful a mastery over him that he
can do nothing but sob like a child, or cry out like
a man in agony. He was passed unanimously.
“ After him came his brother, Hu Yung Mi, a
very different man, but not less remarkable. His
■face is seriousness embodied; it is thin, pale, strik
ing, with large mouth and long projecting teeth.
He wept much in reciting his year’s experiences.
He looked like the ghost of a man, he was so thin,
feeble, and delicate. He was the one chosen to
preach on the Sunday before the assembly, and
right well did he discharge his duty. His strange
face on that occasion changed in its expression in
such a way as to rivet the attention of a mere be
holder; now it would darken into a burning frown
of indignation as he denounced some meanness or
vice, and again it would brighten up with a radi
ant smile over some pleasanter theme. In preach
ing he would make long pauses and calmly survey
his congregation. Then he would begin in a low
key, and his voice would swell out louder and
louder, till one could only feel surprised that so
much vocal power could be lodged in one so deli
cate. He preached for an hour, without much
preparation, from the parable of the Unjust Stew
ard, a sermon of great worth, point, and power.
This man, of course, had a character which all
united to praise, and he passed.
“ The next man to be examined was Ling Ching
Ting. He had been in years past one of the most
useful and successful of the native preachers, but
during the past year he has shown unmistakable
signs of disaffection, and has even gone so far as
to allow himself to recommend a party of malcon
tents to secede. A committee was appointed, con
sisting of two natives and one foreigner, to make
full inquiry into his case. He was found guilty,
and by a unanimous vote of the whole of the
preachers in full connection was deprived of his
credentials, and for a year degraded from the dig
nity and position of a presiding elder. Contrary
to expectation, he submitted meekly to this judg
ment, evidently feeling deeply the censure of his
brethren. In the disposal of this painful case the
native prcachers set an example to all foreign pas
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tors of the severity and firmness necessary under
such -circumstances.
“ I will mention only another name—Sia Sek Ong.
This man is the apostle of the self-support princi
ple, and has for two or three years derived the
whole of his support from native sources. From
all that I could see and hear of him he is one of
the most earnest and amiable of Christian men.
“ I have detailed the cases of these four elders be
cause they are superior in rank and prominence, as
well as ability, to any other members of the con
ference. There are others, however, who already
give promise of being worthy to stand with the
best of them.”
R e v i v a l o f T h o u g h t . —In the months of July,
August, and September one hundred new Bengali
books were registered at the Government office.
There are also many new books in Sanscrit, Uriyu,
and Urdu. The old stagnation can never again
Cream and mantle as a standing pond.

A n unsophisticated Catholic woman of Paris,
Ky., who felt it to be her duty, bought a “ Roman
candle,” and sent it to the church to decorate the
altar. "When the candles were lighted there was
trouble.
J o h a n n e s M a h o n g a .' —Among the various tribes
of Southern Africa the Tambookie Kaffirs rank
high in nobleness of build, in intellectual power,
and in emotional susceptibility. In former times
they distinguished themselves as expert and daring
warriors ; and since they have been brought under
the influence of Christiantity, many of them have
proved able and successful preachers of the Gospel.
To this tribe belongs Johannes Mahonga. His parents
were red-clayed heathen; but, having embraced
Christ themselves, they dedicated their offspring
to him. In the Notices for August, 1870, will be
found a letter from the Rev. William Hunter, in
which he says: “ Reached Mahonga’s about four
o’clock, but the rain still falling, it was impossible
to get the people together, and so I had an un
sought, but not unwelcome, rest. Mahonga is one
of the best specimens of a thoroughly civilized
and Christianized Tambookie Kaffir. Some twentyfour years ago he was a red-clayed and barbarous
heathen, but now he lives in a large and beautiful
house, which he has built, at a cost of £400, on a
splendid farm of two thousand five hundred acres,
with flocks and herds all his own, and surrounded
by a loving family, all on their way to the better
land. He is the father of Johannes Mahonga, one
of our excellent missionaries.” Johannes possesses
great natural abilities; by careful study he has
acquired a large amount of useful knowledge; his
preaching is characterized by fluency, freshness,
directness, and earnestness; and his labors have
been greatly owned of God in the conversion of £

62

MISSIONARY

hundreds of Kaffirs, who are the fruit of his faith
ful ministry. We would again commend the class
of laborers which he represente to the prayers of
God’s people. In Ceylon, India, the West Indies,
and Fiji, as well as in Africa, the great Head of
the Church is raising up native pastors to feed
his flock. “ Brethren, pray for them I ”— Wesley
an Notices.

gat tb* J|«f8 m O
L ditto.
If I Were a Sunbeam.
B Y IitT C T L A E CO 11.

I f I were a B n n b e a m
I know what I’d do ;
I would seek white lilies
Rainy woodlands through.
I would steal among them;
Softest light I'd shed,
Until every lily
Raised its drooping head.

*

It I were a sunbeam
I know where I’d g o ;
Into lowliest hovels,
Dark with want and w oe;
Till sad hearts looked upward,
I would shine and shine!
Then they’d think of heaven,
Their sweet home and mine.
Art thou not a sunbeam,
Child, whose life is glad
With an inner radiance
Sunshine never had ?
O, as God hath blessed thee,
Scatter rays divine!
For there is no sunbeam
But mmst die or shine.—Register.

A P l e a f o b t h e L i t t l e F o l k s .—Don’t expect
too much of them; it has taken forty years, it may
be, to make you what you are, with all the lessons
of experience; and I will dare say you are a faulty
being at best. Above all, don’t expect judgment
in a child, or patience under trials. Sympathize in
their mistakes and troubles; -don’t ridicule them.
Remember not to measure a child’s trials by your
standard. *‘ As one whom his mother comfortetli, ”
said the inspired writer, and beautifully does he
convey to us the deep, faithful love that ought to
be found in every woman’s heart, the unfailing
sympathy with all her children’s griefs. When I
see children going to their father for comfort I
am sure there is something wrong with their
mother.
Let the memories of their childhood be as bright
as you can make them. Grant them every inno
cent pleasure in your power. We have often felt
our temper rise to see how carelessly their plans
were thwarted by older persons, when a little trouble
on their part would have given the child pleasure,
the memory of which would last a life-time.
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Lastly, don’t think a child hopeless because it
betrays some very bad habits. We have known
children that seemed to have been born thieves and
liars, so early did they display these undeniable
traits; yet we have lived to see those same children
become noble men and women, and ornaments to
society. We must confess they had wise, affection
ate parents. And whatever else you may be com
pelled to deny your child by your circumstances in
life, give it what it most values—plenty of love.
C h i l d r e n i n V a h e l . — He whope name is Won
derful is also wonderful in working, as he lias
lately proved. The husband of one of our sisters
died, and a young woman, standing by his bier, was
led to think of the solemnity of death and eternity.
She became anxious for her soul. A Christian sis
ter pointed her to Christ, and then knelt with her
and another child and prayed for them, and ex
horted them to pray for themselves. They did so.
At the prayer-meeting the same evening all were
moved by the tears of these anxious ones, and still
another young girl, fifteen years of age, who was
deeply affected, and began likewise to pray. I ex
horted them, “ Children, pray without ceasing.”
Just then still another, a youth between sixteen
and seventeen years of age, the son of Cliurchmembers, seeing his sister and cousin weeping and
praying, could not forbear; he became conscious
of his lost condition, and began to pray likewise.
O that the reader could have been present to wit
ness the tears of these dear children, and to be
refreshed by the expressions that came from their
overflowing hearts! The prayer-meeting continued
far into the night. We prayed with the children
and wrestled with the Angel of the’Covenant, till
one after another found peace in the blood of the
Lamb.—Macedonian.

T h e P o o r L e p e r . —In a certain village of Ben
gal there lived a Hindu leper. He was friendless
and miserable. Disease had taken fast hold on
him, and he was weary of life. For several years
he had walked daily to the shrine of some god to
sacrifice a kid or a goat, and to give money to the
priests for poojas and prayers on his behalf. Many
were the feasts he prepared for his Brahmins, and
the gifts lie bestowed on them, in the hope that
they would pray for the removal of his disease.
But these efforts were fruitless; he was still a leper.
At last he determined to wash himself in the waters
of a sacred river. He made a pilgrimage to Mut- !
tra, where, twice daily, he plunged into the holy ;
tide, muttering prayers to his gods. But the wa
ters had no healing power for him, and his gods
were deaf to his call. Footsore and weary, he re
traced his steps to his native village, and there he
thought he would lay himself down and die. One
day, not long after his return home, he dragged
himself to a neighboring market to buy some food. /

MISSIONARY
He saw a crowd gathered under the shade of a
large tree, and heard a voice in earnest tones. He
was attracted to the spot, and was soon drinking
in the words that fell from the lips of the preacher.
“ Cleansing for the leper? Do I hear a rig h t? ”
and he moved closer. The crowd gave way, and
let him pass. Standing close beside the preacher,
he listened to the blessed story of Christ’s power
and mercy. “ Can the Christian’s God cleanse me
of this leprosy ? ” he asked, pointing to his own
diseased body. “ I will cast myself at his feet.”
This he d id ; in the blood of Christ he was cleansed
of his spiritual leprosy, and, not many months
after, freed from the body of this death, he stood
spotless in the realms of the blessed.

ADVOCATE.
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Bequests and D evises to the Missionary
Society.
disposed to make bequests to the Society
by will are requested to observe the following
form:
I give and bequeath to “ T h e M i s s i o n a r y S o 

P erson s

c ie t y

of

the

M e t h o d is t

E p is c o p a l C h u r c h , ”

incorporated by the Legislature of the State of Few
York, the sum of
; and the
receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient
discharge to my executors for the same.
J o r r a o ! a J J t b i s í o f l a n t l j to s a t i S o m i j .

I give and devise to “ T h e

M is s i o n a r y S o c i e t y

C h u r c h ,” incor
A H o t t e n t o t ’s S i m i l e . —At Enon, one of the
porated by the Legislature of the State of New
stations in South Africa, many of the Hottentots
York, the following lands and premises, that is
declared to the missionary how much they were
to say :
to have and
always refreshed by the enjoyment of the Holy
to hold the same, with the appurtenances, to the
Communion. One of the men observed : “ It is
said Society, its successors and assigns forever.
with my spiritual course as with my wagon, which
threatens, by leaning either on the one side or the
other, to overset; one day I am full of love to our
ACKNOW LEDGMENTS.
Saviour, and the next seem to lose sight of him.
I therefore pray him to give me more steadfastness, T he follow ing m oneys w ere received by the TREASURER
of the M issionary Society of the M ethodist Episcopal
and to increase my hunger and thirst after bis
C hurch to F e b ru a ry 1 8 , 1 8 7 3 .
righteousness.”
of

A d v e n t u b e w i t h a B u f f a l o . —A

Hottentot at
Enon, whose name was George, once met with a
very serious accident. Passing through a wood he
encountered a wounded wild buffalo, which imme
diately attacked him, and gored him in a most
terrible manner. George was without firearms, and
could not defend himself. The buffalo threw him
upon his back, and trod* upon him, and would have
killed him in a short time had not God heard his
cry and helped him in great distress. The manner
of his deliverance was singular. A large dog, un
known to George, came and attacked the wild
beast from behind, and while the buffalo defended
, himself against the dog, George crawled to and
climbed up a tree, where he waited till the buffalo
was driven off. Then first he discovered how se
verely he had been wounded; nor was Jie able to
do more than get down and creep into a ditch,
where he expected to bleed to death, no human
help being at hand. In the night he suffered much
from the cold wind. About noon on the second
day a boy providentially strayed into that part of
the wood, discovered the wounded man, and
brought tidings of his situation; upon which B o m e
of the people, with a small cart, conveyed him
home. He was, however, so far gone that it was
expected he would die under the operation of un
dressing and washing; but God blessed so effectu
ally the means used by the missionary’s wife, that
in a few days hopes could be entertained of his
recovery.
,
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27 85
Leonard-gtreet Churoh, Brooklyn, N. Y. E. Conf
16 61
Ger. City Mission, East Tenth-st, N. Y., E. Ger. Conf . 8 0
00
TERMS:
Herman, N .Y . Cont................
20 00
S t FauTs M. E. Ch. and 8. S., Elizabeth, N. Conf. add’l ..
482 07
T W EN T Y -FIV E C'EXTS P E R ANNUM IN ADVANCE.
City Missions, (general work,) New York, N. Y. ConT. . 2 1 87
Aabtuy Church, Hackensack, New. Conf. .....................
282 40
THE PAPEK W ILL BE BUTT FOR T H E TEAH
QuaXertown, New. Conf................................
86 50
Hart’s Comerá, N. Y. C ont..................
flO 80
G#?t¥iilTOUSLY,
Walden, N. Y. C o n f...........................................................
25 10
WiBiamsbnrgb, E. G. C ont
................................
200 00
at
the
rnto
of
one
copy
for
every seven members of the Church making
Bloomingburgh. N. Y. Conf...............................................
22 86
Centenary M. E. Church, Newark....................
60 00 application, on the following
Pacific-street M. E. Church,Brooklyn ......................
1^800 00
CONDITIONS
Broadway German Church, Baltimore C o n t.....................
284 00
Btunmarfleld Chun*, Brooklyn, (to part).......................... 1,000 00
Application must be made in writing by the C o m m it t e e on M i s 
Market-street Church, Paterson, New. Cont, additional..
840 00
Clarksville, New. Cont ..................
84 00 s io n s appointed by the Quarterly Conference, of which the Preacher
Setgeantsville, New. Cont
........................................
2800
Shamokin, Cent Pa. Conf.
............................
525 00 in Charge is Chairman, and shall contain the following items, namely:
lo t The number o f members in fu ll connection in the Churoh on
Bedford, N. Y.Conf.....................
85 00
Stratford, N. Y. E. Cont, additional...................................
2 00 whose behalf the application is mnde.
West P oint N. Y. Conf.....................................................
14 50
2d. A promise to prevent waste of the papers, and to see that they
Glover«ville, Troy ConC....................................................
825 00
Groene-street M. E. Church, New York............................
672 26 are property distributed, and to pay the postage »r freight on the
S t Paul’s M. E. Church, New York. ..............................
225 00 same.
Windham Center. N .Y . C o n t..........................................
22 00
8d. Specific instructions how to direct and send the papers.
Lawrc-Doe-*treet M. E. S. 8.. Denver, Colorado Conf
200 00
Address the Secretaries at the M is s io n R o om s , 805 Broadway,
“ A Friend,” for Foreign Missions......................................
8 00
8choharie, Troy Conf................
8J 00 New York.
Bev. £ . W. Hutchinson, Maine Conf................................
20 00
In this liberal missionary movement the Board relies on the honor
Broadway M, E. S. S., N. Y. Coot, additional...................
45 65
. Knightsiown S. S., N. Ind. Conf
............................
8 42 and fidelity of the Misnionary Comtni ‘tee« in the several Churches re
X Nebraska City, S. W. Q. Conf.
..........
6 00 spectively for the fMthful accomplishment of its wishes.

