
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends o f the Earth.
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NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONS,
F i b s t ,  we have a note from Rev. H . H. 

Lowry, Peking, China, written May 25. W ill 
some friend make a note about those globes, 
and act ?

I am able, with the aid o f my missionary brethren and 
a native Christian, to carry on the work at the chapel in 
the southern city, and not without some signs of promise. 
The congregations, as is common in all street chapels, 
are generally composed o f new hearers eacii day ; yet 
there are a few who attend the services regularly. It may 
seem that it must be discouraging to talk from day to day 
to strange faces, without witnessing any manifestation of 
interest in those who listen. And so it is to some extent, 
but I never enjoyed missionary work as I do now. As I 
sit in the chapel and listen to the helper, or attempt to 
speak myself, I can but rejoice that there are those before 
me who, although they have been all their life-time in 
bondage, may and do hear o f Him who is able to make 
them free— free from sin and death. And there, in 
imagination, I often anticipate the change that is to take 
place in this land, and among these miserable people, 
when Confuciauist, Buddhist, and Zaorist unite in the 
service o f  Him who has redeemed them.

The, UtUe bookstore in connection with my chapel prom
ises to be useful in disseminating a knowledge o f history 
and science, that will prepare the way for the higher 
truths of the Gospel, by dispelling to some extent the 
ignorance and prejudice which are among onr most serious 
hinderances. Much more might be done if our meaus 
were not so limited. There is no appropriation for this 
work, and the funds to purchase books, maps, etc., must 
be advanced by myself, to be replaced in tlieir sale.

I f  some good friend would send me a suppty of small 
cheap globes he would greatly aid us in our efforts to 
teach this people something o f the shape and nature o f 
the earth on which they live, and to point them beyond 
it to Him who created it and them.

C h in a .— Rev. JST. J. Plumb, of the Foochow 
Mission, sends to Dr. Maclay a letter of more 
than ordinary interest, from which we make 
the following extracts:

The mission work here is moving on in its usual steady 
way, and we fed  that it is realty moving, and that, under 
God, the Church is steadily advancing. Since you left we 
have been widening our borders somewhat. Tui Cliing, 
Tailc Hwa, and Ing Chung cities have been successfully 
occupied. The latter we recently took into our plan of 
appointments, and a chapel lias been rented. A t Shahien 
opposition lias been raised by the gentry since the chapel 
has been rented, and the case stands somewhat in doubt.

I  have recently had a remarkably interesting and pleas
ant tour in the south and west, in company with Brother 
Sites; and as I  had never before visited the bouthem 
work, I was greatly interested in all I  saw. W e visited 
Ang Tau, Hing llwa, Sieng U, U Tong, Ing Chung, 
Taik Hwa, Tai Chuug, and U Ka, and were absent 
twenty-four days inclusive.

A  Bookstore.— A t Hing Hwa the bookstore which was 
authorized while you were in charge o f the work was 
the most remarkable feature observable. It is a worthy 
model for all our w ork ; and the neatness and taste dis
played may well be copied in all our church structures^ 
whether houses o f  worship or similar stores tor the sale 
o f our books. It is a recommendation to die man in 
charge o f it, who almost altogether conceived and carried 
out the plan.

A t  Sieng U  Brother Sites had the preachers together, 
and Saturday evening and Sabbath after our arrival were 
occupied in reading the Scriptures, and giving them in
struction in their duties.
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On Monday we started westward up the Sieng U  valley, 
arid, after crossing a beautiful mountain pass early in the 
afternoon, reached U Yong, a country town of considerable 
importance, where we slopped for the night. W e were 
much impressed with the very intelligent appearance o f 
the people here, and the marked respect which they paid 
to us as well as to the preaching o f the Gospel.

Starting early the following morning, we reached Ing 
Chung city at 110011, which is situated in a very beautiful 
and fertile valley on the headwaters of the river by the 
same name, the waters o f which flow southward toward 
Amoy. This city is the head of the Chin, containing 
Taik Hwa and Tai Cliing. W e were here treated very 
kindly by both officials and people.

Wednesday, at 3 P. M., we reached Taik Hwa city, 
which is situated in the midst o f mountains which closely 
surround it.

From Ing Chung to Taik Hwa the mountains are culti
vated to the very summits, and the country in many 
places presents a very charming appearance; especially is 
this the case as we leave the Ing Chung valley and ascend 
the mountain.

A t Taik Hwa we were cordially welcomed at the south 
gate by Brothers Sa Chwang and Kie Hwi, who had been 
there a short time, and rented a commodious chapel, well 
situated, and on reasonable conditions.

Hiring a God.— W e were quite encouraged with the ap
pearance of the work here in its incipient stages. The 
people seemed indeed very well disposed toward the Gos
pel. The women here, as also at Ittg Cluing, seemed to be 
less secluded by their customs than here at Foochow. 
Near the latter city we saw great numbers o f them trav
eling on foot, coming long distances to worship at a large 
temple, where at this time a favorite god had been hired 
from a neighboring temple, and they were improving this 
opportunity for paying him their devotions. They also 
appeared remarkably intelligent compared with ChiLese 
women generally.

An Iron Furnace.— A t Taik Hwa city we were detained 
two days by rain, aud after three days more traveling wo 
reached Tai Cluing city. These three days o f travel were 
in the midst o f a very mountainous country, much more 
rugged and rough than previously, and just before reach
ing Tai Chung we chanced upon an iron furnace, where 
iron for the market was manufactured from the ore direct 
from the mines, some two days’ travel distant. W e were 
much interested in witnessing this process, which, al
though in principle the same as it is in America, was, 
like all Chinese affairs, very primitive in appearance.

A t Tai Chung city we found the chapel already rented 
by Brother Yong Mi occupied by Taing Sieng Sang and 
Ling Whoi Pah, both from Yeng Ping. This chapel is 
outside the city wail, but in a fair situation. W e called 
on the magistrate, and were urgently invited to a per
sonal interview, which we complied with, and an hour 
was spent pleasantly talking about doctrines, astronomy, 
etc. Judging from his pertinent questions, he seemed like 
a man o f considerable knowledge and intelligence. This 
city was destroyed during the rebellion, and, like Taik 
Hwa, is small.

Tuesday, at noon, we took boat for U Ka city, eighty 
miles distant, where we should have arrived in three 
days, but unfortunately were six days on the way. Dur
ing the first three days the water was so low in the river 
that we made slow progress, but arriviug at Ne Sek Kau 
Tu (just half the way) on the afternoon of the third day, 
the rain poured down in torrents, and for two whole days 
we were compelled to stop and wait. A  large boat over
taking us on Saturday, we again started on Sunday morn
ing, reaching U Ka at noon. This is a most remarkable 
river, both for its extreme crookedness and its numerous 
fearful rapids, in the midst o f an exceedingly mountainous 
country. Brother Sites said he had never in his life

traveled such a river. W o would at times make almost 
every conceivable point o f the compass in our windings.

There being nothing special to detain us, we started at 
noon on Mondajr for Foochow, where we arrived at ten 
o ’clock on Thursday, very thankful for the Divine guid
ance and protection vouchsafed unto us, having been kept 
in good health, with Blight exceptions, throughout our 
jouraej', and having traveled over four hundred miles, the 
farthest point reached being Tai Chung. W e met witli no 
hostility or opposition from the people. It seems as 
though all that is wanted, to soon gather in a glorious 
harvest, are laborers— earnest, zealous laborers— devoted 
heralds o f the cross. May the Lord soon call them I Pray 
that our faith fail not.

OUR INDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
B k o th e k  S cott writes from Bareilly th u s:

Perhaps the readers o f the Missionary Advocate now 
generally know that India Methodism has its Theological 
Seminary. They have heard o f  the noble donation of 
Brother Thomas—$20,000— to start this seminary, so 
much needed for the development o f a native ministry in 
our work here. In mission work among a people like 
this, apart from the agency o f the Holy Spirit aud the 
help o f the missionary, there is but little to develop and 
fit young men to serve as evangelists and pastors; and it 
is doubly important that our young men be assembled 
and trained for their work. Brother Thomas’s gift was 
supplemented by $5,000 from Mr. Remington, o f  the Rem
ington firm, Ilion, N. Y., and by $5,000 from our Mission 
Board. Thus, with $80,000 to launch this enterprise, it 
was set afloat at our last session of Conference. Brother 
Thomas was appointed principal, with instructions-to in
vest the endowment, and secure buildings as soon as 
possible.

A  Board o f Trustees was appointed to có-operate with 
him, and on April 15th the school was formally opened 
with a class o f seventeen young men. One o f these soon 
fell sick, and had to leave the class. They receive schol
arships of five dollars per month for their support, and 
books are furnished them.

The course o f study includes a regular and thorough 
exegesis o f the Sacred Scriptures, Systematic Theology, 
Ecclesiastical History, Bible History and Geography, Hom
iletics, with some training in the classic language of 
the country, Sanscrit, Arabic, and Persian. The want o f  
text-books in the vernacular makes the teaching o f He
brew and Greek almost impracticable. To teach these 
languages entirely without the aid o f grammar, o f diction
ary, or any elementary book, would require an amount of 
labor not available. But these languages must eventually 
occupy a prominent place in a theological course o f study 
in this country. The genius o f the Hindu and Moham
medan people, and their methods o f studying and ex
pounding their own sacred books and teaching their 
religion, indicate what will be the natural or national 
method for the Christian teacher. In time no doubt 
text-books will be prepared. Native students who know 
English could o f course study the original o f the Bible 
through this language. The number o f such students is 
yet very small in our work. Any course o f study adopted 
must necessarily vary considerably from the usual course 
at home, as demanded by the peculiarities o f  the work 
here and the character o f  Hindu and Mohammedan the
ology. A t present it is proposed to have two classes of 
pupils, those who will remain regularly for a three years’ 
course o f study, and those who will remain only part o f 
the year, that is, in the hot season, when itinerations 
cannot be well carried on. Duriug the cold season they 
will devote themselves to traveling and the regular work 
of the native ministry. These, too, will carry on a sys
tematic course o f study.
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Most o f those forming the present, class give promise o f 
usefulness. Some o f  them are men o f superior ability.

W e are deeply impressed with the necessity o f iliese 
young men being baptized with the Holy Ghost. No 
better opportunity than when they are assembled here. 
Let the Church pray that this place may become their 
Ja-usalem and Pentecost. India now has a large number 
o f  native preachers. W hat they need is the baptism o f 
power.

Brother Thomas devotes his entire time to teaching and 
the interests o f  the school. W e trust that other stewards 
o f  the Lord’s gold will make over some o f  his money for 
this institution. Additional funds are needed for a li
brary o f English and Oriental books, for more buildines, 
and for a larger number o f  scholarships. This is perhaps 
the most important theological school in the Methodist 
Connection. It is a school o f  the prophets for multiplied 
millions in the heart o f  Satan’s mightiest empire. Forty 
centuries o f error look down upon it. May God make it 
a radiating center o f  wonderful spiritual power 1

PROSPECTING IN JAPAN.
T h e  Chinese call Japan Shi-pen-kue, and 

Marco Polo wrote it Zepan-gu;  we call it 
Japan, which, with remarkable significance, 
being interpreted, means, the Sunrise King
dom. It is a £roup of islands lying south
east of China, and less than five hundred 
miles from it, consisting of four great islands, 
Yesso, Niphon. Kiusiu, and Sikokf, with nu
merous smaller islands inhabited or not inhab
ited. Niphon is nine hundred miles long by 
an average of one hundred miles broad, while 
some of the islands are not more than an acre 
in extent, and nearly all of them rising out of 
the water like mountains. The mountainous 
and insular character of the country renders 
its climate more endurable than that of China 
or Hindostan. It might almost become a 
sanitarium for China, and it is an inviting air 
for missionary labor. The inland sea formed 
by these islands is of unrivaled beauty, far 
exceeding, to the eye of Bishop Kingsley, the 
famous Loch Lomond, or any other in the 
world. He thinks it would take a hundred 
Loch Lomonds to make this inland sea. Ja pan 
altogether contains some 190,000 square miles, 
with a population hitherto vastly overesti
mated, but perhaps being at least fifteen 
millions, or it may be forty millions. Man here 
is in striking contrast with the scenery—  
nude and shameless, filthy and ignorant, 
without the arts, and with a low and wretched 
civilization. The visits of the most favored 
Japanese to our own land must not blind us 
to the deep degradation of the masses. No 
land on earth has a fuller claim to Christian 
sympathy and effort.

It is the nearest land to China, but entirely 
unlike it, and the differences are all in favor 
of missionary work in Japan. China esteems 
itself at the head of civilization, and other 
people barbarians; Japan, from the Mikado 
to his meanest subject, knows her inferiority. 
In China »very thing is set, and change is al
most impossible; in Japan all is mobile, and 
any change is desirable. Nothing pleases a 
Japanese more than to get a European coat to 
wear, to which the meanest coolie in China

would not condescend. They are ready for 
change, and the Mikado, in his advances, has 
but given an intelligent and majestic voice to 
an all-pervading sentiment. The temples and 
idols are being neglected. Sintooism has 
scarcely a temple in the islands worth looking 
at, and the interior of the colossal idol of 
Buddhism, Deeboots, once its chief glory, is 
now a place for holding picnics. The old is 
passing away, and what shall be the new ? 
Ought we not to mingle a little Methodism 
with it ? The religious history of the Sand
wich Islands is to be re-enacted in Japan, and 
at no distant day it will be a Christian na
tion ; and we must be there to work, for we 
want to be there at the consummation.

God, as usual, has prepared our way before 
us. One of the Japanese youth sent here for 
education became a convert to Christianity 
and a devout and zealous Methodist. He has 
gone back to his native land, and is there 
awaiting our coming. He is pious, intelligent, 
gifted, energetic, influential. Other Japa
nese in Washington and Baltimore have taken 
a deep interest in the Church where the Pres
ident of the United States worships. Seldom 
have we had so much to begin on in establish
ing a foreign mission. W e must neither dis
appoint the divine purpose nor that lone child 
of Methodism in Japan, but must go. O for 
the man! O for the means! The men are 
offering themselves, and one will be chosen; 
let the people send the money.

Think of the future if this hope of ours be 
realized. The “ indirect damages ” to the 
kingdom of darkness may far exceed those 
more direct and purposed. A  Christian na
tion, with a civilization similar to our own, 
almost within sight of the Chinese shores; a 
nation outstripping them in every thing, be
cause led onward by the cross of Christ, will 
be a disturbing force to Chinese inertia. 
God’s way to the grandest results in China 
may be via Japan. The question is, Shall we 
go to Japan? And who, with the mind of 
Christ, will hesitate, much less respond in the 
negative ? In gold and silver tones let us 
respond Y e s  ! a yes that shall be like the 
sound of many waters aud mighty thunderings. 
The duty of the present is clear; the only 
wonder is that we have delayed so long.

Gold is there; tin is there, so fine and 
beautiful as to almost equal silver; the prod
ucts of Japan are rich and abundant; its tea 
has no superior; and all its immense stores of 
undeveloped wealth belong to the Lord, and 
should be recovered for his use. This is a 
part of our task, and the contributions of the 
present will be repaid a thousandfold in the 
future. Methodism waits with longing for the 
beginning of her Mission in Japan.

ADVANCING IN FORCE.
A n article in one of our Methodist papers 

speaks of the mistaken policy of commencing 
operations, for instance in Japan, with a staff 
so small as to provoke derision, and urges that 
we place at the start such a force as shall com
mand respect there and inspire confidence 
here. Of course the intelligent editors of that 
paper appreciate the distinction between the 
preliminary exploration of a field and its oc

cupancy, and so understanding we give our 
hearty adhesion to the sentiment. More than 
this, we believe the mission-force in each of 
our great foreign fields might well be en
larged, while from the home work comes a 
long and persistent demand for greater ex
penditures. It is also a fact that laborers are 
willing to enter the field, sickle in hand. The 
young men can be found— they hear the call, 
they respond to it with the old answer, “ Here 
am I, send me.” Nor can it now be said, as 
at times it could be, “ There are no open 
doors,” for we may plant our forces almost 
where we will.

It only remains, then, to supply the demand 
for means. The field is ready ; the reapers are 
ready; the sentiment of the Church, through 
its press and pulpit, is imperious in demanding 
advance; but shall we say to the General 
Committee in November, “ Draw upon the 
Church for one million of dollars, and it will 
honor the draft ? ” With less than this, what 
can we do toward such reinforcements as 
alone are deemed adequate ? Can the two 
indications of the open door and the willing 
workman exist without the third, the open 
hand f  It ought to be sufficient that we 
have the first two, to trust the Church for the 
last; but there must be an assurance that the 
people of God have so consecrated their sub
stance that it can be commanded for his 
work.

It is to be desired that the mind of the 
Church be ascertained. The collections of 
the fall Conferences will be some indication, 
but not full and entire, for they are mostly 
Western, and in several Conferences will be 
abridged by the great conflagrations of the 
N  orth-west.

What say the Eastern Conferences ? Shall 
we launch out into the deep, or go, softly and 
safely, creeping along the coast ?

TH E CHURCH PRESS.
I t  is matter of gratitude, and gives much 

encouragement, that the Church papers are 
speaking such words of cheer and of intelli
gent approval. They deal frankly with our 
work on all its sides, freely expYessing their 
opinion, openly announcing their judgment, 
but yielding hearty support to the Board, the 
General Committee, the Bishops, and the Sec
retaries in the mission work of the Church. 
W e cannot go into detailed expressions of 
thanks, but we assure our brethren that we 
appreciate their kind utterances.

The aid of the Church papers is simply in
dispensable. They go to the families of our 
people in city, village, and country, and plead 
the great cause of the world’s evangelization 
to thousands whom the executive officers of 
the Society cannot reach with tongue or pen. 
They make grand appeal for this central, 
paternal cause of Christian beneficence.

Nor that alone: they give the people the 
eloquent facts which make their own appeal. 
W e have no wish for concealment from the 
Church: we would put windows into every 
thing obscure, for only in the enlightened 
conscience and intelligent faith of the Church 
have we reliance. The more that can be 
known of the polity of the Society, of the
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working of that polity, of the devotion of 
our heroic mission-band of godly men and 
women, the greater will be the zeal of the 
Church. The statements from time to time 
from distant fields and of the work of God, 
now here, now there ; the delineation of the 
signs of the times ; the story of heathen rage, 
Moslem disquiet, Papal intrigue, and Buddhis
tic decay, fire the heart of the Church, and we 
feel its heated throbs.

W e ask that this co-operation may continue. 
Let our weekly papers be heralds of the 
“ grand Sabbatic year;” expositions of Prov
idence, exhortations to duty ; let them show 
us the way, and inspire the people to supply 
the means, and, with God’s help, the work 
shall go forward.

The Secretaries gratefully recognize the 
good words spoken by our brethren of the 
Press concerning the p e r s o n n e l  of this office. 
W e will try to prove worthy of the generous 
commendations given us.

IS THERE NOT HOPE?
M ou nt  O l iv e  is the name of a mission 

station in the Liberia Annual Conference un
der the care of Rev. James H. Deputie. He 
has been a missionary among the natives for 
six years last past. The Church at Mount 
Olive consists of forty-three native members, 
seven “ Americo-Liberians,”  with four native 
probationers. There were a few more for
merly ; the decrease has been caused by 
deaths and removals. The majority of the 
membership are from what is known as the 
Bea country. They speak the language of 
the surrounding tribes there. They have a 
good house of worship, built by their own 
hands without a cent of foreign aid.

The missionary says they have a secular 
school consisting almost wholly of native 
children, but this school is very poorly sup
plied with books. Only think of five scholars 
being obliged to use one, only one, and the 
same book I

“ W h y  do not the people buy books?”  
Answer. “ The books are not here to g e t ; 
we have no printing and publishing houses 
here to furnish such necessaries for our 
schools, and very few are ordered by our 
merchants.”

S W E D E N .
R e a d  and mark the matter following, for 

example, for encouragement, and for thanks
giving :

R e v . Y . W ittin g , the Superintendent of 
our Swedish Missions, in reporting the con
dition of his work, says: “  There has been an 
increase in every direction.”

Sunday-Schools...........................................................  3
Officers and Teachers..........................................   9
Scholars........................................................................ 177
Missionary Collections...............................................  $88 63
Sunday-School Collections........................................  96 04
For the P oor..............................   182 25
Current Expenses  .......................................  982 65
Church Property..........................................................  1,762 14
Self-support................................................................... 560 00
Chicago Sufferers.....................................................   162 36

Here is a marvelous paragraph. “ Our con
tributions during the year for various pur

poses amount to above 32,000 rix dollars, or 
more than $9,000 in gold, which certainly 
proves that our people do try to help them
selves. This is above three dollars gold per 
member. Now, when it is remembered that 
our people have not on an average twenty- 
eight cents in daily income, it is indeed won
derful!”

FIRST OF THE CHURCHES OF THE 
VICINITY.

H em pstead , Long Island, struck the key
note for the fall and winter campaign on 
Sabbath, the 18th of September. The ready, 
stiri-ing George Lansing Taylor, the poet- 
preacher, was assisted by Dr. Eddy, who 
preached twice. Two or three things were 
noteworthy: 1. The pastor had preached a 
rousing preparatory sermon. 2. He ordered 
and distributed a large number of “ Mission
ary Advocates.” 3. He called together the 
Missionary Committee on Saturday night, and 
through them arranged the order of service. 
4. The Missionary Committee voted to ask the 
congregation, exclusive of the Sunday-school, 
for $500, an advance on the previous year of 
105 per cent. 5. The congregation paid it. 
6. The collectors used the new long collecting 
papers, ruled with two columns, one for cash, 
the other for subscriptions, devised by Brother 
Taylor, and published by the Missionary So
ciety. 7. A  large amount of the subscriptions 
were paid down. Then add that the Sunday- 
school will largely increase its contributions, 
and we have a fine growth. Hempstead 
“ comes to the fore.”

TO TH E HOME CHURCHES.
R ead  the extract from Superintendent 

W itting, of the Mission in Sweden.
W hat say our brethren in the Home 

Churches ? Sweden sends, as her contribu
tion to the Missionary Society, $578 75 in 
gold, equal to about $660 in currency.

Hempstead, which opened the campaign so 
grandly on Sabbath, 18th of September, must 
step aside just a little, and let Sweden have 
the first place.

The Church in Sweden, whose members do 
not average a daily income of twenty-eight 
cents, gave last year three dollars in gold for 
each member to the support of the Church. 
Is it any matter of surprise that the member
ship of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Sweden was nearly doubled during the last 
year ?

AN ECLIPSE IN CHINA.
S uperstition  and ignorance yet reign 

among the masses of China. The scene de
scribed in the following letter from Rev. L. 
N . Wheeler, of Peking, with all the hopes 
and intimations of the writer, will find many 
interested readers. He says :

Our missionary work during the past quarter has gone 
forward with encouraging indications. Through our in
strumentality many have heard the Gospel, and there are 
a few new inquirers in connection with our chapel work 
in the southern city. Although the official opposition to 
our presence and labors there has not been formally with
drawn, we are allowed peaceable occupation o f  our preru-

ises, and no one interferes with the daily preaching o f  the 
word.

A n eclipse o f the sun was recently visible in this part 
o f  the world. The event created a great sensation among 
the people, as any remarkable celestial phenomenon al
ways does. By vigorous use o f drum and bell, gong and 
kettle, the Pekinese finally succeeded, to their great sat
isfaction, in frightening away that mysterious and awful 
dragon who had attempted to swallow up the sun! V a
rious censors o f  the empire improved the opportunity, 
and magnified their office by memorializing the throne; 
setting forth that said event was a warning from heaven 
to his majesty, to which be might well take heed, and de
vote himself with greater zeal and fidelity than ever to 
the cares o f State. He was even urged, iu one or two 
instances, to cultivate a deeper affection toward the em
press-mother, and listen with deference to her counsels. 
The exhortations to filial piety, however, were not meekly 
received. On the contrary, the imperial wrath was ex
cited, and one unfortunate memorialist was handed over 
to some high tribunal for punishment, and another was 
sharply reprimanded.

It is supposed that these things have important politi
cal significance. The empress-mother, and with her the 
leading spirits o f the anti-foreign party, are thought to be 
opposed to the young emperor assuming the reins of 
power at his approaching marriage, because, iu that case, 
the dreaded audience question would immediately come 
up for adjustment, and it being thought advisable to post
pone for a few years so important a step, in the hope that 
the military power o f China will then be sufficiently or
ganized and strengthened to enable the government to 
successfully resist all foreign demands. On the other 
hand, it is supposed that the more progressive and en
lightened party in politics, headed by Prince Kung, desires 
to meet the inevitable without dangerous and unnecessary 
delay, securing as favorable a settlement o f pending ques
tions as possible.

There are indications at the present moment o f  a sharp 
controversy going on in the palace. Friends o f  missions, 
and the Christian world at large, will look with interest 
for the result.

CONVERSION AND DEATH OF MOSHESH.
T he  following is the account given by one 

of the French missionaries of the conversion 
and death of Moshesh, the famous chief of the 
Basutos in South Africa:

You may have heard that our Annual Conference was 
convened for the 12th o f March. The baptism of Moshesh 
was to take place on the 20th, before the brethren parted, 
but the Lord ordered it otherwise. The old chief breathed 
his last on the lltli. The rains and swollen rivers pre
vented me and some o f my colleagues from being at 
Tlmbabosiga in time, but I could fill volumes in relating 
all I have heard of interest about his conversion. W e 
knew that for a long time Moshesh had beeu anxious 
about his soul, and for a long time the advice o f one of 
his renegade sons seemed to hinder the work of the 
Spirit o f God. But grace had at last the victory. One 
day a Christian named Meretla was reading to him 
Psalm x x x ii: “ Blessed is the man whose transgressions 
are forgiven! ”  “ Stop! read that again,”  said the chief, 
and it was repeated over and over again. “  How is it 
possible that I never heard that before ? W hy did you 
hide from me such comforting news ? Blessed is the man 
whose transgressions are forgiven I ”  A  few days after 
M. Jousse went to see him, and opened the New Testa
ment at the 14th chapter o f John. He did not go far—  
“ In my Father’s house are many mansions.”  “ W hat! ” 
cried the chief, enraptured. “ Do repeat that again;”  
and he followed the missionary’s voice. “ Ah, what 
wonderful new s! H ow is it that I never heard that be
fore ? W hy did you keep it from me ? And yet I  was 
nearly lost! O what a King is Jesus 1 Such a good, 
loving King 1 H e  h a s  prepared a mansion for me. What 
astonishing love 1 How hard for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom o f G od ! H ow hard for those who have en- 
trammeled themselves with many wives, and set their 
hearts on the things o f this world t "  From that time 
light had burst on his dark mind, and the work o f con
version was complete. All was peace and joy. Many 
interesting and touching facts are told o f these his last 
days on earth. The people who attended him say his

Dimiry scror
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sick-room was so happy that they forgot Moshesh was 
ill. He never complained, but his heart was so full o f 
joy  that he constantly spoke. Sometimes in the middle 
o f  the night he would burst into laughter. A t  first his 
attendants thought he was dreaming, but his mind was 
still pondering on the mansion prepared for kim in the 
Father's house.

He called all his children together, and bad for each 
some special message. His heart was weeping over liis 
renegade sons, and he entreated them with tears, calling 
them by name, to come to God. He ordered all liis 
people to attend his baptism, and bring provision for a 
month, that they might “  sit together,”  and that he might 
tell them all the great tilings the Lord had done. He did 
not wish to be baptized till all the nation were together, 
for “  they never would believe that I  was converted,”  he 
said. They would think it an invention o f the mission
aries, and I must confess my Saviour before them all.” 
But feeling his end near he said, “ I must now be bap
tized. My people and the missionaries have delayed 
coming, and I cannot w ait; but it is all right. I  go to 
my Father’s house. I  leave on Friday, but you must not 
weep for me. My departure will be a time o f  rejoicing to 
all.”  During Thursday night, after giving his last orders 
and messages, forgetting nothing and none, he slept 
soundly. Friday morning at nine o ’clock he coughed, 
and suddenly cried out, “  Help me that I  m ayfly! Help 
me that I  may f ly ! ” — and died.—  Wes. Juv. Miss. Offering.

BUSINESS ITEMS.
G e x e e a l  M issio n a ry  C o m m i t t e e .—The 

annual meeting for 1S72 will be hçld at 10 
A . M. at the Mission Rooms, 805 Broadway, 
Kew York city, November 14. The Com
mittee is composed as follows, namely, the 
Board, of Bishops, twelve members of the 
Board of Managers, the Corresponding Secre
taries, the Treasurers, and thé following minis
ters, representing the several districts, namely :

F ibst D is t r ic t .— Rev. S. Allen, Farmington, Maine. 
East Maine, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New En
gland, Providence.

S e co n d  D is t r ic t .— Eev. S. Meredith, Albany, New 
York. New Fork, N ew Y ork East, Troy, Newark, New 
Jersey.

T h ir d  D is t r ic t .— Rev. B. I. Ives, Anburn, N ew York. 
Northern N ew York, Central New York, Western New 
York, Wyoming, India.

F o u r t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. W . C. Pierce, Berea, Ohio, 
Philadelphia, Ceutral Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Erie, 
North Ohio.

F if t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. L. F . Morgan, Baltimore. Dela
ware, Wilmington, Baltimore, Virginia, W est Virginia, 
Washington, North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida, 
Liberia.

S ix t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. J. M. Trimble, Columbus, Ohio. 
Ohio, Cincinnati, Central Ohio, North Indiana, South
east Indiana, Indiana, Kentucky, Lexington.

S e v e n t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. A . S. L;ikin, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Tennessee, Holston, Georgia, Alabama, Mis
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas.

E ig h t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. S. Godfrey, Greeneastle, In
diana. Rock River, Central Illinois, North-west Indiana, 
Michigan, Detroit.

N in t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. J. B. Bachman, Delton, Sauk 
County, Wisconsin. Wisconsin, W est Wisconsin, Min
nesota, Upper Iowa, Des Moines.

T e n t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. John Van Cleve, Olney, Illi
nois. Illinois, Southern Illinois, St. Louis, Missouri, 
Iowa.

E l e v e n t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. 0 . Gibson, San Francisco. 
California. Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Rocky Mount
ain, Nevada, Oregon, California.

T w e l f t h  D is t r ic t .— Rev. J. Rothweiler, Berea, Ohio. 
East German, Central German, North-west Chicago Ger
man, South-west Chicago German, Germany and Switz
erland.

¡¡tST’ The annual meeting of the Society 
will be held on Monday afternoon, Novem
ber 18.

B usiness  L etters  for the Mission Rooms 
should be addressed as follows:

Corresponding Secretaries,
Mission Rooms,

805 Broadway,
New York.

Important letters have been delayed be
cause addressed to some one of the Secretaries 
who was absent. This is important, and the 
neglect to observe it may operate to the dis
advantage of some grave interest.

NOTES AND PARAGRAPHS.
W e  have received the thirty-seventh Report o f the 

American Madura Mission. Eleven stations are occupied 
by this mission. There are 27 churches, 8 native pas
tors ; members in good standing, 1,485 ; added last year, 
117 ; villages visited last year, 1,535. Of the palaries of 
the native pastors, from a fifth to a half is paid by the 
members. There is a theological school with 21 students, 
and there are medical dispensaries at Madura and 
Dind'guL

A  friend at an out-station reminds us that we have not 
lately given any account o f the work carried on by the 
Rev. Mr. Taylor. One reason for not referring to this 
o f late is, that Mr. Taylor has been working in a more 
quiet way, conducting meetings in private houses for 
some weeks in one part o f Bombay, then for awhile in 
another part. The public services ou the Lord’s Day are 
stated and regular, and generally known. Smaller meet
ings in houses often furnish better opportunities o f dealing 
with awakened souls individually, and o f leading them 
to Christ, than meetings in public halls do. Another 
reason for not referring to the matter is, that others are 
coming forward to engage in this work, and that for some 
time there have been three sets o f  services nightly, four 
days in the week, in different parts o f Bombay, and one 
o f these, carried 011 now for three weeks, and favored with 
tokens o f the Lord’s saving presence, has been entirely 
without Mr. Taylor’s personal participation. The great 
desire on the part o f those who have been specially 
blessed in this revival o f religion is to be endued with 
power from on high to witness personally for the Lord 
and aid in the extension o f his kingdom around us. It 
was specially for the sake o f the natives of India that 
Mr. Taylor came to this country, nor has he lost 
sight of this aim for a moment. He has gathered from 
the indications o f Providence that there must be a work 
o f  grace such as we have not yet witnessed hi this coun
try among the nominal Christians, before we can expect 
the word to go forth with power among the masses 
around us. W e have reason to believe that the begin
nings at least o f this work of grace have been experienced 
among us. Much prayer and fasting will probably be 
needed before the expected day shall fully dawn. A  wide 
and effectual door is opening, and there are many adver
saries.— Bombay Guardian,

W e  elsewhere give fresher news than the 
above; but this, coming from an outside quar
ter, is valuable confirmation of the joyful in
telligence received from that great city and the 
surrounding country.

The statistics o f the contributions o f various denomina
tions show that those o f the Presbyterians average §3 17 
per m em ber; while those o f the Baptists are 45 cents, 
and of the Methodists 70 cents per member. The kin
dred Presbyterian Churches in Great Britain are much 
below our standard; that o f Ireland gives 96 cents per 
member, the Free Church o f Scotland $1 per member, 
and the United Church o f Scotland $2 91 per member.

The above is from the Presbyterian Monthly 
Record. I f  the Presbyterian average is a 
simple statement of the amount contributed 
for home and foreign missions, exclusive of all 
contributions for the support of local Churches 
paid through local boards, then we ought to 
blush at the disparity.

BEQUESTS AND DEVISES TO THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r s o n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the follovv:ng form:

I give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o p  
t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature o f the State o f New York, the Rum 

° f  : and the receipt o f  the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same. ____

FORM OF A  DEVISE OF LAND TO SAID 
SOCIETY.

I give and devise to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o f  
t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated bv the 
Legislature o f the State o f New York, the following lands 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.

{t-Ér- Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re 
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
o f any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practi
cable a transcript o f such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. W e have reason to 
believe bequests are left to the Missionary Society o f which 
we have never been advised.

Z W ' Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society o f the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New Y ork; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder of the dis
trict, or the Preacher in the circuit or station to which 
the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published by the

M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o p  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  
C h u r c h ,

A t 805 Broadway, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision o f the 
Co r r e s p o n d in g  S e c r e t a r ie s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y .

T h e  T e r m s .

The Board o f Managers o f  the Missionary Society pro
poses to supply gratuitously the “ Missionary Advocate ” 
monthly to our Churches throughout the Connection, but 
in no case can the supply exceed one copy for every jive, 
members o f the Church.

T h e  Co n d it io n s  on which this general and gratui
tous distribution has been authorized, and with which all 
parties wishing to avail themselves o f its advantages are 
expected strictly to comply, are the following, namely:

1. Application must be made by the “ Committee on 
Missions”  appointed by the Quarterly Conference, o f 
which the Preacher in Charge is Chairman.

2. The application must be in writing, and must state 
that it was written by order o f the Committee.

3. The application must set forth the number o f mem
bers in fuli connection in the Church on whose behalf the 
application is made.

4. In the application the Committee must promise to 
prevent waste o f the papers, and to see that they are 
properly distributed.

5. The Committee must give specific instructions how 
to direct and send the papers, and agree to provide for 
the postage or freight on the same at the place where 
they are received.

6. All applications are to be addressed to the Secretaries 
at the M iss io n  R o o m s , 805 Broadway. New York.

In this liberal missionary movement the Board relies 
on the honor and fidelity o f the Missionary Committees in 
the several Churches respectively for the faithful accom
plishment o f its wishes.

Though it may cost you some trouble to carry out the 
foregoing regulations, yet we must be persuaded that 
your love for the cause, and your zeal in promoting its 
interests, will lead you cheerfully and faithfully to fulfill 
conditions which our experience lias shown to be well- 
nigh indispensable to a successful administration o f this 
important branch o f our work.


