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IS OUR MISSIONARY CAUSE DECLINING?
T h e  Editor o f  the North-western Advocate in a recent 

issue o f that paper asks, “ W hy is our missionary cause 
declining? ”  and then proceeds with a show of testimony 
to prove what he had in his inquiry already assumed to 
be true, arriving at the conclusion that the missionary 
cause, so far forth as the' Methodist Episcopal Church is 
concerned, has been in a steady decline ever ’since the 
year oC grace 1866; that “  the old power is not in it, and 
the old success does not crown it.”  He then anxiously 
inquires, “  How is all this, and why ? and what is to be 
proposed in the premises ? ”  He then gives some whole
some advice to the General Conference concerning meas
ures necessary to arrest this downward movement, and 
enable the missionary cause to retrieve its falling fortunes, 
and once more enthrone itself in its old and glorious su
premacy.

But is it so? Has our missionary cause waned since 
1866 7 Are there any facts to justify this melancholy 
conclusion? Nay, more, do not the facts warrant a more 
cheerful and hopefnl deduction, and indeed disprove the 
assumptions of the North-western f  Let us see.

I. In the course o f his article the "editor not only con
cedes, but declares that “  the missionary spirit is yet in 
the Church undimmed and undiminished.”  This declara
tion is undoubtedly true, and it stands amid the dreary 
waste that surrounds it like an oasis in the desert. I f  the 
missionary spirit still abides in the Church in unimpaired 
strength and undimmed effulgence, then so much at least 
o f “  our missionary cause ” has escaped the alleged ruinous 
decay o f  the last five years.

II. With equal truth and fairness the editor might have 
also said that the luster o f our missions is yet undimmed 
and undiminished; that in every element o f power and 
promise they were never so strong and commanding as 
now ; that our missions in the South, scarcely begun in 
1866, and carried forward since at a cost o f more than 
eight hundred thousand dollars to our Missionary Society, 
have grown into ten annual conferences, with more than 
six hundred ministers, and a membership approaching 
two hundred thousand souls; that our missions to the im
migrant peoples o f this country have all this time been 
growing rapidly in interest and strength; that missions in 
all our annual conferences are more numerous and im
portant than ever before; that our missions in Europe 
have grown vastly more since 1866 than in any half dec
ade o f their previous history; that in the ratio of their 
progress, all things considered, our missions in India and 
China— those strongholds o f heathenism and sin— have 
outstripped the Church at home; that two new and im
portant missions have been planted in China since 1866 at 
points widely distant from Foochow and from each other 
—-one at Kin Kiang, on the great Tangtse river, a thou
sand miles from the sea, the other at Peking, the capital 
o f the Celestial Empire; that a mission has been opened 
in Italy within the past year; that arrangemeuts have 
been made to found a mission in the empire of Japan, and 
that it will be planted just so soon as the Bishop in charge 
finds suitable men for that field; that like provision lias 
been made for a mission in Mexico. A ll this and much 
more the Editor might have truthfully written about the 
growth o f our missions within the last five years.

III. But, 6ays the North-western, “ Our contributions 
are declining; ”  and in support o f  this assertion reference 
is made to “ data”  taken, as is asserted, “ from a recent 
missionary slip.”  In this the North-western mistakes: no 
missionary slip ever contained such “  data.”  The figures 
which appear in the North-western look very much as if 
its “ data”  had been supplied by the “ Minutes of the 
Annual Conferences,”  and not by “  a recent missionary 
slip.”  Admitting the “  data7’ to be correct, and the cal
culations based thereon to be legitimate, even then the ut
most that is shown is only this: that during the last five 
years our Church has increased more rapidly in numbers

No. 323.

than in lier contributions to the Mission treasury, and not 
that “  our contributions are diminishing.” But the data 
are incorrect, and the authority from whicji they are de
rived is unreliable as to the contributions in any given 
year, as well as to the gross amount contributed in any 
given series o f years, and for the following reasons :

1. The reports in the “ Minutes”  are for conference 
yeara extending from one session to the next ; while ac
knowledgments o f receipts at the treasury are for calendar 
years, extending from January to January. As the years 
do not coincide, the sums will not necessarily agree, even 
though both be correct.

2. Reports in the “ Minutes’’ include subscriptions as 
well as collections. These subscriptions are sometimes 
reported in one year and paid in auother, and sometimes 
they are not paid at all.

3. Reports in the “  Minutes ”  include moneys which 
were never designed for our treasury, and were never re
ceived by it; as, for example, die $21,34.4 reported in 
1866 from India.

4. Moneys are sometimes actually collected in our Sun
day-schools, and occasionally in our Churches, for “ the 
missionary cause,”  and are so reported in the “ Minutes,’ ’ 
onljr a portion of winch ever reaches our treasury, the re
mainder being appropriated and applied to other pur
poses.

According to the North-western, “ in 1866 we collected 
nearly ,$100,000.”  The “ Minutes”  show $071,096 66, 
which, by eliminating the sum reported from India, will 
be reduced to $649,746 68, being more than $50,000 be
low the amount which the North-western names in round 
numbers as having been nearly readied in 1866. The 
sequel will show that no one of these sums represents the 
contributions o f that year.

Moreover, in calculating the average contributions of 
the Church for 1871 the North-western includes in the ag
gregate of Church membership about two hundred thou
sand members in the Southern section o f the Church, a 
large proportion of whom are freedmen, or whites as poor 
as they, who, while the}' have the heart to do every tiling, 
really have not the means to do any tiling in aid o f our 
funds; and it counts the almost two hundred thousand 
probationers reported in the “ Minutes,”  none of whom at 
the time the reports were made had been allied to our 
Church even as candidates for membership for a longer 
period than six months, and most o f them probably for a 
much shorter time. In all soberness, would it be in ac
cord with the known laws and history of benevoleut con
tributions for the Church oven under the most auspicious 
influences, having just taken to her bosom such an in
crease of numerical strength, and such an element of 
financial weakness, to measure up at once to the maxi
mum average contributions before attained?

The facts, however, show that our contributions are not 
diminishing. Ever since 1861, with a single exception, 
the regular contributions o f any given year have exceeded 
those o f  the year immediately preceding it ; and for con
firmation of this statement appeal is made to the books o f 
tlte treasury.

The income o f the Missionary Society is derived from 
four sources: 1. Contributions from the Churches through 
the conferences in the ordinary way ; 2. Legacies; 3, Amer
ican Bible Society ; 4. Sundry receipts, including all in
come not properly belonging to any one of the three pre
ceding items. Eliminate from the aggregate receipts the 
last three items, always irregular and uncertain in the 
sums they yield, and there will remain the usual contri
butions o f our people year by year for the support o f “  our 
missionary cause.”  The following table shows the annual 
amount o f «these contributions since 1860, from January 1 
to December 31 of each year:

186 0 .............................  §236,269 21
186 1....................................................... 221,709 28
1 8 6 2 . . . .     241.247 29
1S63....................................................... 388,109 18

186 4 ....................................................... $497.867 17
186 5 .........   577,570 41
186 6............................................  641,450 32
1 8 6 7 ..    558,520 45
186 8.....................................................  575.624 90
186 9 ....................................................   576.397 48

, 1870.....................................................  686,602 70
1871....................................................... 627,985 79

It will be seen from the foregoing statement that in four 
years, including 1866. the income from “ contributions”  
increased from $241,247 29 to $641,450 32, giving an 
advance w ithin that period o f $400,203 03, or an average 
yearly inurejtae o f over $100,000. It was scarcely reason
able to hope that so rapid an advance, attained under the 
peculiar influences prevailing at the time, could be main
tained under the changed circumstances and conditions 
which followed, even though the missionary spirit should 
abide in the Church undimmed and undiminished, and our 
mission work should still be crowned with the most glori
ous success.

The centenary year followed. The missionary treasury 
was overflowing with half a million of surplus funds, and 
our collections were not pushed; but tiie ceutenary col
lections and subscriptions were pushed to the utmost in 
all our Churches and Sunday-schools throughout the land, 
and, according to the report o f the Central Centenary 
Committee, made to the General Conference in 1868, the 
Church gave as her thank-offering in her centennial year 
the sum o f $8,709,498 39. The sum of $35,000 in cash 
was contributed in these offerings to the Missionary So
ciety for a Mission House, but, being a special contribu
tion for a special purpose, this amount was not carried 
into the ordinary receipts o f the treasury. The “  contri
butions ” to “  our missionary cause ”  during the year 
1867 were $558.520 45, being $82,939 87 less than in 
1866, but more than $60,000 in advance of any other pre
ceding year except 1865. Now does any man believe 
that the falling off o f the gifts o f the people to our treasury 
in 1867, to the extent o f $82,939 87, indicates and demon
strates a corresponding decline of our missionary cause 
during that one Bhort but glorious year o f money-giving 
and thanksgiving? From that year onward the annual 
contributions have steadily advanced, until those in 1871 
are in their nominal value but $13,464 53 less than in 
1866; while for all the purposes for which the Missionary 
Society needs money, both for remittances abroad and use 
at home, they exceed in value the contributions of 1866, 
the crowning year of our missionary history according to 
the North-western, by more than $100,000 in gold. No 
great benevolent society o f the land shows a better finan
cial record through the same period.

Notwithstanding all this, it is freely admitted that the 
increase of our contributions has not been proportionate 
to the increased opportunities for missionary labors, and 
the increased ability o f the Church to sustain them ; and 
blessed will be that man who shall incite the Church to 
loftier purposes and nobler deeds. Our contributions are 
not diminishing, nor have they grown as rapidly as they 
ought. Otlior causes than those hinted at by the North
western may possibly have had some influence in prevent
ing a more rapid growth. The Church Extension Society 
and the Freedinen’s Aid Society and the Woman’s For
eign Missionary Society have all come upon the field 
within the period improperly assigned by the North
western to the decline o f our “ missionary cause.”  They 
appeal to the missionary spirit o f the Church for sympa
thy, and to the missionary liberality o f the Church for sup
port. They have grown strong and commanding because 
they are missionary in their character and designs. Their 
trains are run on our track, and occasionally on our time! 
but there has been no collision, because we are all headed 
in the same direction. While it may be true, as these 
societies all claim, that they have not been the occasion 
o f any falling off in missionary contributions at any point; 
and while it may possibly be true also that the missionary 
contributions have increased somewliat in particular
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Dental Surgeon, an American gentleman, whose acquaint
ance I bad formed in Foochow. Mrs. Collins is the 
daughter o f the late Dr. Ball, one o f the earl}' and honored 
American missionaries in Canton. She preserves her in
terest in the missionary work, and has a day-school under 
her care. On my arrival I found that Dr. and Mrs. Col
lins were entertaining as guests the Rev. Dr. Bradley, of 
Siam, aud his son, Rev. Mr. Bradley, who, with his wife, 
ha« just arrired from the United States on his way to 
Siam, where he expects to engage in the missionary work 
in connection with hi« father, under the auspices o f the 
American Missionary Association. It was a great pleas
ure to me to become personally acquainted with them. 
Siam has not been a productive field in a missionary point of 
view, and yet Dr. Bradley is confident that a brighter day 
is about to dawn on that land. The late king of Siam 
was an enthusiastic supporter o f Buddhism, and during his 
reign lie made a powerful effort to spread and establish 
that religion throughout his dominion. He has now gone 
to give an account o f his stewardship before the great 
Judge, and his son, who now ascends the tltrone, will, it 
is thought, be more favorable to Christian missions. May 
God grant it for Christ’s sake!

Saturday, December 16 ,1 embarked for Calcutta, India, 
on board one o f Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co.’s steam
ers, “ Glenartney," Captain Bolton. Messrs. J. M. & Co. 
very kindly made a reduction of the fare in raj' favor, and 
Captain Bolton, an old friend, made my passage to Cal
cutta one o f the most agreeable I ever enjoj-ed. Thurs
day morning, December 21, we entered the harbor o f 
Singapore, distance from Hong Kong one thousand four 
hundred and thirty-four miles; time, four days and twenty 
hours. "Wo remained here during the day, went ashore 
and visited the Botanical Gardens, the private gardens of 
a rich Chinaman, and the places o f interest in the city, o f 
which I do not now give any description, as Methodist 
readers have already in their hands the descriptions of 
Bishops Kingsley and Thomson. Two hours after sunset 
we cast off from the wharf, and, steaming through the 
Straits o f Malacca, reached Penang early on Saturday 
morning; distance from Singapore three hundred and 
eighty miles. Twelve hours from Singapore we were off 
tbe Settlement o f Malacca, but did not call. These three 
places, namely, Singapore, Malacca, and Penang, with their 
dependencies, constitute what is known as the “ Straits 
Settlements.”  The time from Singapore to Malacca, 
by steam, is twelve hours, distance one hundred and 
thirty miles; to Penang thirty-sir hours, distance three 
hundred and eighty miles. There are Christians (Chinese 
or Malay, or both) at each of these places; but as far as 
I  can ascertain no Missionary Society has an organized 
work going forward here. Individual efforts are made 
for the instruction o f the natives, and those engaged in 
these efforts are worthy o f  all praise. But should not 
more be done for, these benighted peoples? What a grand 
district for a Presiding Elder these three stations would 
make 1 A  gentleman made to me the following statements: 
1. There are, say two hundred Malay and one hundred 
and fifty Chinese Christians in Singapore, some also in 
Malacca and Penang; 2, In Singapore the Chinese Chris
tians have built a chapel, and support their own pastor,
3. That a foreign missionary, superintending these stations^ 
would have free passage given him on the steamers;
4. That the foreign or European community would con
tribute liberally toward his support. W ho will enter this 
field ? In my next I shall write o f Calcutta.

localities where these societies have been received with 
most favor, yet it is scarcely probable, from the very 
nature of the case, that tiiey have not in any way, nor to 
any extent, hindered the growth of our missionary contri
butions. God bless them all, and make tlieir friends and 
funds a thousand times as mauy more as they are, pro
vided always they work no injury to our Missionary So
ciety, whose single purpose is to send the living Word 
by living men to dying souls, that they may live forever. 
Moreover, an era of extensive and expensive church build
ing came in with the centenary year. Societies that gave 
large sums to “ our missionary cause”  before give less 
now, because they are worshiping in more elegant and 
costly churches, and are burdened with debts incurred in 
their erection. The value o f Church property increased 
$8,931,303 during the five years preceding 1866, aud in
creased $30,682,742 during the five years following it. 
All these burdens have to be borne to some extent and in 
some form by the Missionary Society.- I f  they do not 
diminish its income they hinder its rapid growth.

One o f the Bishops o f our Church in a public address 
not long since, alluding to the efforts which are generally 
made, in advocating any of the other enterprises o f the 
Church, to associate their interests with the missionary 
interests, said:

It seems to me it is a disadvantage to t ie  Missionary 
Society. An advocate o f these interests comes before a 
congregation and gives it a missionary aspect. A  brother 
present decides to give so much to the missionary cause, 
aud, hearing this presentation, he gives a portion to that 
cause. In a few weeks another call is made, and yet an
other division of the amount he intended to give is made. 
By the time the missionary cause proper comes before 
him he has already devoted a large portion of the 
amount he would appropriate to other interests. I  am 
convinced that if the moneys whicn are supposed to be 
given for missionary purposes, and which were prompted 
by the missionary feeling, had all gone to that cause 
proper, there would have been no deficiency in our treas
ury to-day. The fact is, if this Missionary Society was 
not the strongest camel that ever bore burdens, its back 
would have been broken long ago.

IT . A  word now concerning the debt of the Missionary 
Society. For all its earnest words stirring the Church 
“ to rise up and-extinguish ”  the debt the North-western has 
our sincerest thanks. But let not the Church be so dis
heartened as to hope for no progress, as the North-western 
will have it, “ while its hideous form stalks across our 
pathway.” “  Its hideous form ”  should be squelched, 
but a like form, more or less hideous, has ever and anon 
strode across the pathway of our missionary cause during 
all its past history. Considering the extent o f our mis
sionary work, aud the amount o f the receipts aud dis
bursements of the treasury, even the three years last past 
have not been exceptional or remarkable in the matter of 
indebtedness. In all the past, excepting the three or 
four years when the treasury was burdened with large 
surpluses, the Society has been compelled to borrow very 
considerable sums of money, and it must continue to do 
so, from the very nature of the case, until the receipts o f 
the treasury can be distributed uniformly through the 
year; and this will not be easily accomplished so long as 
the sessions of the conferences occur mostly iu two brief 
periods in the spring and autumn. The financial history 
o f the last fiscal year, beginning November 1, 1870, and 
closing October 31, 1871, affords an illustration quite to 
the purpose. The monthly statement o f the treasury for 
November, 1870, shows that the Society entered upon 
the year with a debt o f $10,942 51. This debt steadily 
increased, reaching its maximum March 1, 1871, when it 
was $191,462 50. It then rapidly diminished till May 1, 
1871, when it was but $355 80. The debt again increased 
till September 1, 1871, when it had reached the sum o f 
$83,361 10, after which it diminished through the months 
o f September and October till it was entirely extin
guished, and the close o f the fiscal year found the treasury 
out of debt, not owing a dollar in the wide world, with a 
balance in the treasury o f $23,987 88. A ll this is very 
clearly shown in our published montlily statements, and 
yet the North-western in its excerpts from our slip singu
larly enough puts the debt down correctly for every 
other month of the year, but when it comes to the last 
day o f October, 1871, it puts down a debt o f $11,676 90, 
when our slip shows our debts all paid and nearly $24,000 
cash on hand. It will be seen from this statement that 
during the last fiscal year the receipts o f the Society were 
sufficient to pay the debt with which it commenced the 
year, to carry forward the mission work as projected by 
the General Missionary Committee, to pay other current

expenses of tbe Society, together with the interest on 
large sums necessarily borrowed through the year, and 
then to close up with $ 2 4 ,0 0 0  in the treasury with which 
to begin a new fiscal year, which balance on hand would 
have been larger, by the amount o f  interest paid, if the 
money actually paid had always come in at such times 
and in such sums as the wants o f the treasury required.

It also appears from the foregoii’ g  statement that the 
receipts o f the treasury for the fiscal year closing October 
31, 1871, were $ 3 4 ,9 3 0  39 more than the current out
lays during the same period, notwithstanding the amount 
paid for interest on borrowed money. Of this sum leas 
than $ 1 6 ,0 0 0  was due to the “ special ” collections o f the 
year.

Now we submit in all candor that there are no facts 
indicating a decline o f “ our missionary cause ”  to justify 
the North-western in asserting, as it does, that we have 
reached an epoch in our missionary affairs “  when silence 
would be treachery to duty;”  and the funereal dirge which 
it wails out is ill-timed and ill-advised, and well calculated 
to injure the cause which we cannot doubt the Editor 
seeks to promote.

While the missionary work o f the Church is encourag
ing in every aspect of the case, yet we quote and empha
size a passage from the North-western on this subject, 
containing an admonition to which every friend of “ our 
missionary cause ” will do well to take heed: “  Success is 
the surest way to success; and to raise a cry at every petty 
discouragement or leakage is only to make the case worse."

W. L. H a r r is , Cor. Sec.
M is s io n  R ooms, 805 B b o a d w a y , N. T . ,

Feb. 23, 1871.
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AN INTERESTING LETTER FROM CHINA 
AND INDIA.

B Y  S E T .  DE.  M A C L A Y .

I  started from Foochow early in December for Hong Kong. 
On the passage we called at Amoy and Swatow, and had 
the pleasure o f spending a few hours at each place with 
the missionary friends there. From Amoy I  went to 
Swatow in company with the Rev. H. V. Noyes and his 
sister, Miss Noyes, who were returning from attendance 
upon the annual meeting o f their Synod in China. They 
are members of the Presbyterian Mission at Canton, and 
are thoroughly efficient and devoted missionaries. At 
Swatow they remained over for the next steamer, while I 
passed on to Hong Kong. You will be pleased to learn 
that at Amoy and Swatow the Lord’s work goes forward 
encouragingly. Three missionary societies, namely, Lon
don Mission, American (Dutch) Reformed, and English 
Presbyterian, operate in Amoy, and have under their care 
a most interesting and encouraging work. Two of the 
native Churches tinder the care o f the American Mission 
are almost wholly self-supporting. One has been so for 
a period o f about eight years, the other for a shorter 
period. While at Amoy I  enjoyed the hospitality o f the 
Rev. L. W . Kip, with whom, during 1861, I made the 
passage from New York to China in tbe ship “ Katbay.”  
Mrs. Kip is the daughter of the late Rev. Dr. Culbertson, 
who was connected with the Presbyterian Mission in 
China, and associated with the late Rev. Dr. Bridgman in 
preparing a translation of the entire Bible in the general 
language o f China.

A t Swatow two missions are operating, Damely, the 
American Baptist aud the English Presbyterian. These 
missions have entered the field at a recent date, so that 
the work here is not as far advanced as it is at Amoy. 
A  good work, however, has been accomplished, and the 
prospects are encouraging. Our steamer remained here 
only a few hours, so I could make only a hurried call on 
the American missionaries and on the United States Con
sul, Mr. Wingate, who with his family has resided here 
for some years. Wednesday, December 13, we arrived 
safely in Hong Kong, where I was most kindly enter
tained iu the family o f my friend Yarnum D. Collins, Esq.,

REV. DR. MACLAY IN INDIA.
I arrived safely in Calcutta on December 28, 1871, after 

a quick and pleasant passage of eleven days and twenty 
hours from Hong Kong, China. Captain Bolton, of the 
steamer “  Glenartney,”  did every thing in bis power to 
make his passengers comfortable. Religious service, con
sisting of reading the Scriptures and prayer, was held 
every morning in the main cabin, at which the captain 
and officers,and nearly all the passengers, were present.
On each Sunday forenoon public religious service waB 
held on deck. On Christmas-day, also, which occurred 
during our passage, we had servioe on the deck. I refer 
to these circumstances because I have not always enjoyed 
such good opportunities for worship on board ship. When 
we arrived at Calcutta Captaiu Bolton very .kindly ten
dered me a cordial invitation to make my home on board 
his steamer until I had completed my arrangements for !
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proceeding to Northern India. This invitation was all 
the more grateful to me from the fact that I was a total 
stranger in Calcutta. Next morning alter our arrival I 
set out to call upon the missionary friends in Calcutta. 
The driver took me first to the American Mission Home 
at No. 140 Dhurrumtollah-street, where I had the pleasure 
o f meeting Miss Brittan, who has charge of the Home, 
and the young ladies also from America who are associ
ated with her in the Zenana work. I then called 011 the 
missionaries of nearly all the societies operating in Cal
cutta, and was most cordially received by them all. They 
impressed me as being a body o f able, devoted mission
aries, thoroughly interested in their great work, fully ac
quainted with all its details, and toiling with zeal to ad
vance its interests. I  soon found that when missionaries 
meet, even for the first time, they are not strangers to 
each other. My previous arrangement for stopping on 
board the steamer was quietly ignored, and I found it 
necessary to accept some of the invitations courteously 
tendered me to make m3’ home on shore. First in ihe 
order o f time came the invitation from the American Mis
sion Home, and there I accordingly made my home 
while in Calcutta.

In Calcutta and its suburbs there are six colleges con
ducted by Protestants, containing an aggregate of two 
thousand students. There are also some fifteen churches 
or chapels for Protestant worship in the English language, 
while there are some six or eight churches for Protestant 
worship in the native dialects. I did not ascertain the 
exact number o f members in the native Churches, but the 
number is somewhat large, and some o f the native 
preachers are men of piety and zeal. Sunday afternoon 
at two o’clock I attended a native service in the American 
Mission Home. The congregation was not large, but the 
preacher spoke well. Two hours later I attended another 
native service in a chapel connected with the Baptist 
Mission. The chapel was well filled, and the speaker 
delivered his message with great animation. He is said 
to be a very useful preacher.

The Brahmo Somaj movement has not yet spent its force. 
Whenever Keshub Chunder Sen preaches the place of 
worsiiip is crowded, and if is said that hundreds stand 
around the doors and windows listening to the words of 
the eloquent speaker. One cannot but wonder whereunto 
this will grow. It would seem, however, that the tend
ency o f the movement is not in the direction o f Christian
ity. Protestant missionaries receive 110 assistance from 
the movement, and they are persuaded that the disciples 
o f this new' faith are still far from the Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The operations of the American Mission Home attract 
much attention, and the sentiment of the public is strong
ly in its favor. Miss Brittan and her corps o f assistants 
are doing a noble work. There are now thirteen ladies 
laboring in connection with the Home, of whom six or 
seven are from the United States, the remainder being 
natives of Calcutta. I learned that about six hundred 
children attend the day-schools under the care o f the 
ladies. They have also twenty-one orphans under their 
care in the Home. A  branch of their mission has been 
established at Allahabad, where there are five ladies la- 
boriug. A t Jypore, in North-west India, they have a sta
tion, where one lady is engaged in zenaua work. One of 
the young ladies connected with the Home in Calcutta is 
Miss Emma E. Chase, o f Stillwater, New York. She is a 
member o f  the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is a most 
efficient worker in her new and promising fitld of labor. 
I  trust the friends o f the Saviour will not fail to pray for 
these devoted servants o f God who are toiling in this vast 
empire o f heathen.

TH E GOSPEL IN TH E PACIFIC.
T h e  M issionary H erald  o f January, 1872, 

in reviewing the progress,o f the Gospel in the 
Islands o f the Pacific Ocean, says :

Polynesia, with some exceptions, haB already been 
Christianized since the opening o f this century. Accord
ing to Dr. Mullens, Corresponding Secretary o f the Lon
don Missionary Society, In more than three hundred 
islands o f eastern and southern Polynesia the Gospel lias 
swept heathenism entirely away. The missionaries o f 
the four great Societies have gathered four hundred 
thousand people under Christian influences, o f  whom a

quarter o f a million are living still; and fifty thousand 
o f these are communicants.”

In the erection o f  places of worship the nvssionary 
stimulated, superintended, and assisted in person, or from 
his own funds; but from the first no funds were devoted 
from the mission treasury for building churches. The 
people have built as they were disposed and able. First, 
and for many years, they worshiped in thatched, barn- 
like '* meeting-houses.”  These have gradually given 
place, as the people have advanced in taste and ability, to 
civilized structures o f wood and stone, a hundred and 
twenty-five of which to-day cannot, at a very moderate 
calculation, be valued at less than $250,000— all the prod
uct o f their own energies.

MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD,
Thk following is a summary o f the missions 

o f the American Board since the Presby
terian Churches have generally withdrawn 
from it. W e  take the summary from the 
January number, 1872, o f the M issionary 
H era ld :

Missioxs.—Missions, 14 ; stations, 78 ; out-stations, 415.
L a b o r e r s  E m p l o y e d .— Ordained missionaries, (four 

being physicians,) 109; physicians not ordained, 6 ; other 
male assistants, 4 ; female assistants, 165.

Whole number o f laborers sent from this country, 284.
Native pastors, 87 ; native preachers and cateohists, 

277 ; school-teachers, 411; other native helpers, 159.
Whole number of laborers connected with the mis

sions, 1,218.
Tiie P r e s s .— Pages printed, as far as reported, 

12,638,422.
T h e  Ch u r c h e s .— Churches, 172; Church members, {so 

far as reported,) 8,486 ; added during the year, (so far as 
reported,) 978.

E d u c a t io n a l  D e p a r t m e n t .— Training and theological 
schools, 10; boarding-schools for girls, 14; common 
schools, 417 ; pupils in common schools, 13,583; pupils 
in training and theological schools, 284; pupils in board
ing-schools for girls, 402; other adults under instruction, 
1.248. Whole number of pupils, 15,517.

HOW A RICH MAN RAISED UP SONS.
Mr. K. is a rich manufacturer. But his riches have 

not choked the word and made it unfruitful. He solemnly 
consecrated his first-born son, in infancy, to the ministry 
of the Gospel. But ill health prevented the fulfillment o!' 
the father’s desire, and the boy died at an early age. 
With undaunted faith the father in like maimer conse
crated a second son. He too died. And with this disap
pointment were sent other family sorrows, in the forr/i o f 
disease and death, so sudden, so piercing, so dreadful, that 
many a man would have yielded to the voice o f the re
pining tempter to “ curse God and die.”

But when the rod fell so swift and sore, our brother 
only looked the more earnestly through his tears into the 
Father’s face, and asked, with full confidence, in his love 
and wisdom, “ What wilt thou have me to d o ? ”  Not 
long afterward the cause o f education was brought to his 
attemion. As he pondered it light broke in as to the 
meaning o f his afflictions. He said, “ My sons might have 
proved incompetent for the Master’s work ; he knows what 
is best; 1 will set myself to aid those whom he seems to 
have called to it. And he began to contribute liberally to 
the Board o f Education, and to privately assist those 
whom lie discovered to be entirely worthy.

Now, when he is past the prime of life, our Christian 
brother looks back with much satisfaction upon the course 
he has pursued. God has largely increased his means, 
but his efforts to use them wisely have kept pace with 
the increase. He says that he fully comprehends the end 
o f his great trials, and is satisfied with the fact that, in
stead o f accepting one or two o f his own sonB, God has 
made them his own in heaven, and yet allowed him to be 
the instrument of putting several times as many into his 
harvest field; and they, too, probably men o f much more 
vigor of body, and of better qualifications for Belf-denying 

and arduous work, than hii sons would have possessed.
Such is the experience o f Mr. K., as he told it to us. 

W e commend it to some rich men whose sons may have

been taken from then»; yes, and to some rich men whose 
sons may bo “ as thorns thrust away, because they caa- 
noi be taken with the hands.” over whom hangs the 
doom that “ they shall be utterly burned with fir©,” 
What a blessing followB the family from which one or 
more sons have been given to the ministry, and the 
family wjiich, not having that privilege, raises up sms for 
itself and for the Lord by aiding students for the minis
try — Pres. Monthly Record.

MUTUAL LOVE OF MISSIONARIES 
THEIR SPIRITUAL CHILDREN.

AND

T h e  Presbyterian Church has long had a 
mission at Seir, Persia. Here they have a 
cemetery also, in which lie their blessed dead, 
twenty-three men, women, and children. A l
though they sleep in a distant land they are 
not forgotten; they are the subjects o f pecul
iar affectionate remembrance and respect by 
those who have received the Gospel from 
them. A  missionary lately visited the ceme
tery, and wrote home to a friend th us:

Not long siuee, as I was walking upon the terraced roof 
o f our dwelling, my attention was arrested by the sound 
o f mingled voices Binging, in Svrinc, the hymns our de
parted brother (a missionary) so much loved. Turning to 
find from whence the music proceeded, I was touched to 
see some of the pupilB o f the seminary standing by the 
grave of their beloved teacher, and surrounding it with 
sweet songs of praise. I stood for a moment lost in deep 
emotion. No incident o f my life can leave a happier impres
sion upon memory's page than those songs of Zion sung 
in a strange land, and in a foreign tongue, around the 
grave of the faithful missionary. Blessed rest, after a life 
o f self-denying toil, to be thus enshrined in the heartB o f 
a grateful people 1 Who would wish a better monument 
than those songs o f victory which arose abovo that lowly 
grave in the still evening air o f a Persian Hky ?

TH E PRESIDENT’S INDIAN POLICY.
G e n e r a l  G r a n t , in his inaugural address, 

declared a new policy toward the Indians o f  
our country. ITe was ready to appoint only 
good reliable men as agents; and, to insure 
suc cess, he referred the nominations of agents 
to the several Missionary Societies which had 
missions among the Indians. In pursuance 
o f this policy, the Missionary Soeiety o f the 
Methodist Episcopal Church was called up
on to name ten m m  for agencies in our part 
o f the work. These men are now actively 
engaged in their several fields o f labor.

This new policy o f the President is placed 
in the hands o f Hon. C. Delano, Secretary of 
the Department o f the Interior, for execution. 
Mr. Delano lately delivered an address before 
the American Missionary Society, from w hich 
we copy the following passages. Referring 
to the former state o f things among the In
dians, he said :

There was scarcely a tribe or band o f Indians with 
friendly feelings toward this Government. The causes of 
that hostility were in the bad management o f the dona
tions and appropriations of the Government. I wish I 
dared illustrate this here by giving some instances, but I 
must not. A  savage hostility toward the Government 
was the almost universal condition o f things on the part 
o f all tlie nations, tribes, and bands o f Indians in the 
country, and men of the great* st intelligence and sagacity 
were at a loss to know what could be done. The idea 
referred to by General Hawley had become prevalent, 
namely, that there was nothing to do but to exterminate 
them. I have been grieved to hear intelligent men any 
that it was the dictate o f humanity to exterminate them, 
and to make the work of extermination sharp, quick, and
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without mercy. It was an awful state of things—a state 
o f things brought about by mal-administration. Not an 
agent to take care of this people was selected who had 
any regard for God or justice. They were not selected 
upon that basis. Custom liad made it known that an 
Indian agency was the direct road to wealth. Not that 
they could make money on a salary of $1,500 a year. I 
am well informed that agencies in past administrations 
had been purchased at the moderate sum o f $15,000. 
That is to say, “  I buy the privilege of being an Indian 
agent, with the ultimate prospect of robbing the Indian of 
the goods and money that go through my hands.”  It was 
a shocking state o f things— a disgrace to the nation— a 
dishonor to republican institutions. But I thank God this 
dishonor is in process o f extermination.

Seeing this condition of things, which cost the Govern
ment millions alter millions every year, and looking out 
to find a road of escape, the President o f the United States 
in his inaugural address enunciated these words— and 
they should be written in gold, and engraved on the 
hearts o f this nation :

“  I will favor any policy in regard to the Indians that 
will tend to civilize and make them citizens.”  . . .

The President, having enunciated this thought, com
menced; and one o f the first things he did was to invite 
all religious denominations of this country— every body 
who believed in the Christian religion— to unite with him 
in this great work of civilizing and making these Indians 
citizens. He said to the people, “ We will apportion the 
Indian country to your missionary organization as equita- 
ably as we can.” He didn’t expect, nor do I expect, that 
it will be perfectly just. You must not be particular to 

vfind fault with us if the distribution o f these agencies 
does not always agree with your own judgment. You 
must be charitable. When I tell you that the Catholic 
Bishop o f Oregon has written a letter complaining of in
justice done to the Romish Church—the Catholics have 
had their part and portion in these agencies—you will 
see that we are not without troubles and difficulties. 
But we call upon you to designate these agents. . . .

Of these agents there are about seventy-five. The 
Indians of this country have never been enumerated with 
sufficient accuracy to enable me to say what is their pre
cise number. But we have an approximation to the num
ber of Indians within our jurisdiction. There are about 
one hundred and forty-two nations o f them. These na
tions are divided into tribes, and the tribes subdivided 
into bands. The number o f bands and the number of 
tribes I cannot give, but there are about one hundred and 
forty-two nations. There are about 185,000 souls, exclu
sive o f the Indians o f Alaska, and the wild tribes o f . New 
Mexico and Arizona. In Alaska there are 75,000. These 
are under a greater degree o f civilization. They have 
been under the care of the Greek Church, and as yet 
our Government has assumed no jurisdiction over them. 
There are probably 5,000 o f the wild, roaming, warlike 
tribes o f Arizona and New Mexico not included in those 
we have named. Add 80,000 (in the Indian Territory, 
west of Arkansas, and in several o f the States) to the 
75,000 in Alaska, and these to the 185,000, and you will 
have about the aggregate number o f Indians under the 
jurisdiction o f the United States. Those immediately 
under our jurisdiction are divided, in the first place, into 
superintendencies, of which there are fifteen. Gentlemen 
are selected to preside over these, and over all the agents 
within them. A s I  have said, there are about seventy- 
five of these agents. They are not all just such men as I 
want, nor just such men as you want, but every thing 
cannot be accomplished in a day. When you are revers
ing the whole policy of the Government, it takes time to 
accomplish such a great revolution. Let me urge you, as 
I did the Episcopalians in Baltimore, that when you give 
us an agent, you give us one who is not only an honest, 
Christian man, but a businessman, with capacity to trans
act the delicate trust committed to his charge. When I 
find that you have been in error in the selection, then help 
me to immediately change the agent, for all rests upon the 
fidelity and ability o f these agents.

M The Secretary devotes a considerable part 
o f his address to the question o f placing all 
the Indians in the Indian territory, west of 
Arkansas. On this subject he advocates the 
same views which many of our readers have 
already seen in his Report of the Department 
o f the Interior accompanying the Presi

dent’s Message. There is certainly plenty of 
room for them in this territory, which is larger 
than the State o f Missouri, and possesses a 
soil aud climate unsurpassed. There are great 
difficulties in the way. It will take time, con
sideration, large expense, and the greatest 
kindoess with the greatest firmness, to bring 
so great a change to a happy issue. For sev
eral years this project has occupied a place in 
the thoughts o f some connected with our 
Missionary Board. Glad, indeed, would all 
Christian people feel i f  it could be well ef
fected.”

TH E  POWER OF TH E  GOSPEL
T h e  following extracts are from speeches 

made by two Indians, at the close o f the late 
Christmas services in one o f the missions o f  
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the North
west. N o  experienced Christian can read 
them without feeling that the speakers had 
an evangelical experience, and were under the 
influence of the Divine Spirit. N o  logical 
argument, or ingenious objections, can set 
aside the internal evidence manifested in these 
speeches. One speaker said :

“  M3- brothers, some of you have been watching me to
day because my many tears have dropped on the floor. 
No heart, no eyes, can keep back tears dropping. Every 
word has sunk down into my poor heart. Most wonder
ful, wonderful love 1 Son o f the Great Spirit come down 
to this world poor, born in a manger: God-man suffer and 
die upon the cross for me, poor Indian 1 O wonderful 
love I Sure, my brothers, every heart must give much 
love to such Saviour. That cross he carried to the Cal
vary—that crown o f thorns on his head— alas! that was 
all our sins, heavy sins, he was bearing, to redeem us 
from eternal death 1 ’Tis these things, my brothers, make 
me you call coward. I cannot keep tears when I see and 
know that great good Man called Jesus doing this for me. 
O, I cannot help loving him more and more 1 The more 
I  learn ofMiim more I become you call coward. Let any 
of you come strike me with war-club, strike me deep 
strike my body, I never feel pain, much less shed tears. 
but when I see Jesus doing this for me I  drop tears on 
the floor." Then, turning toward the missionary, he said, 
“  Brother, we feel very thankful you have stayed with us. 
leading us to love the Great Spirit and his Son Jesus. 
Go on, go on, brother; our people be very thankful to 
yon when this war-light is over.”

Another old chief said: “ Brothers, you have all felt 
the Great Spirit with us to-day. This has been most in
teresting service to ray poor heart. Twenty years ago, 
near St. Paul City, in a battle with my people against 
the Sioux, bullets passing around me and whistling near 
my head,.again aud again I made my war-whoop, telling 
my enemies I was a man and a brave; but to-day I, like 
my brother, White Fisher, you call poor coward, and 
weep. In my dark days no man or brave ever saw me 
shed drops of tears; but I feel brave for Christ if I weep. 
Let us all be brave tnen for the Great Spirit and his Son’s 
cause. Brothers, my days are most gone; but to-day I 
feel brighter and happier than ever before.”
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BEQUESTS AN D  DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e rso n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

1 give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o p  
t h e  M eth o d ist  E p isc o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature o f the State o f New York, the sum 
of : and the receipt o f the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

FORM  OP A  DEVISE OP LAN D  TO SAID 
SOCIETY.

I give and devise to “  T iie  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o f  
t h e  M ethoiitst E p isc o p a l  C h u r ch ,”  incorporated by the 
Legislature of the State o f New York, the following lands 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.

Jgg”  Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
o f any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practi
cable a transcript o f such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. W e have reason to 
believe bequests are left to the Missionary Society of which 
we have never been advised.

jgg“  Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New York; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder of the dis
trict, or the Preacher in the circuit or station to which 
the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday o f eacli month by the 
M iss io n a r y  So c ie t y  of  t h e  M e th odist  E p isc o p a l  

C hurch ,

At 805 Broadway, New York.

It is under the editorial-supervision o f the

C o r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A s s is t a n t  C o r r e s p o n d in g  Sec
r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y .

T e r m s .

The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society pro
poses to supply gratuitously'the “ Missionary Advocate”  
monthly to our Churches throughout the Connection, but 
in 110 case can the supply exceed one copy for every fivn 
members of the Church. But the Board requires reason
able assurance that this shall be done without needless 
waste, and has charged the Secretaries and Treasurer to see 
that its wishes take effect.


