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CHINA AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.
T h e  following is the only authentic state

ment that we have met with in regard to the 
relations of China with Christianity, and par
ticularly with Roman Catholicism and Prot
estantism. The government of China is most 
bitterly opposed to the presence and prosecu 
tion of Roman Catholic missions; while it is 
not only tolerant, but professedly kind to 
Protestant missions. The first part of the 
article is introductory, and is taken from the 
Independent. The remainder, including ex
planations, rules, notes, and conclusion, is from 
the Chinese government, and is addressed to 
the several foreign ministers of Christian na
tions resident in China. The paper is offered 
by the Chinese government as a basis on which 
to adjust all differences growing out of Chris
tian missions in China. Construing it lib
erally, it may be sufficient; but strictly con
strued and enforced, it is not sufficient. -  The 
coining revision of the treaties will offer a 
good occasion to enlarge and protect the in
terests of Christian missions.

W e have received at last from the Chinese Government 
at Peking an official statement o f its attitude toward mis
sionary operations in China. The following abstract of an 
important document, supplied by the latest Chinese Re. 
carder, will prove of the highest interest to all friends of 
missions in that laud. Our suspense respecting the feel
ings aud determinations o f the authorities there is in a 
great measure relieved, and we may now breathe more 
freely for the fate of our brethren and the progress o f their 
work. This document will show that if our missionaries 
had been the only evangelizing agents in that country 110 

irritation or conflict would have arisen. The Chinese 
Government too evidently understands who are the parties 
tliat have caused all the trouble, and expresses its mind 
freely in reference to their desert; at the same lime con
fessing a fear that the masses may not be able to distin
guish between different sects o f Christians, and that the 
innocent (yesu-kiao, Jesus-rdigion, Protestant?) may suffer 
wichthe guilty (T ’ien-chu-kiao, Lord of Heaven religion, 
Catholics) in a popular outburst o f revenge. Roman Catholic 
missionaries have been disposed in many ways to insist 
on the exercise o f protection to their converts. In remote 
districts they have assumed a style and authority annoy
ing to local officials and alarming to higher rulers. The 
Government, therefore, in order to maintain its own right 
and power, as well as to prevent its own subjects from 
going over to a sect under foreign protection for the pur
pose o f shelter and political aid, has fell itself compelled 
to issue certain regulations for missionary action and the 
conduct o f native converts. These new rules do not in 
any way restrict our missions or affect their members, lor 
no Protestant country or missionary has ever wanted its 
representative to interfere with Chinese laws, or in behalf 
of subjects against their own rulers in cases o f justice. 
They show that Christianity has awakened the attention 
o f the highest authorities o f the land, and that these au
thorities have recognized those who are truly carrying out 
its principles, even to the extent, it would seem, of inten
tionally avoiding any restriction 10 them in tli3se regula
tions. W e give the Preamble, Rules, and Conclusions in 
full, and abridge the Notes:

E x p l a n a t o r y  M in u t e .— No question calculated to m ar 
the good understanding existing between China and 
Western countries has arisen since the treaties were 
ratified, except the propagation o f Christianity. Although 
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it is asserted that the original object o f this doctrine is to 
exhort men to be good, yet the missionaries (Catholics) 
who teach it have continually excited trouble among the 
people, and aroused much enmity. This opposition is be
coming more and more bitter and difficult to be appeased. 
When the Roman Catholic missionaries first came to 
China, those who joined them were for the most part 
quietly disposed; but those who have professed their 
tenets since the treaties were made, relying on the 
protection of the missionaries, have been ready to misuse 
their cpuntrymeu. This conduct has still further excited 
the ill-will o f all parties.

The local authorities, with every desire to protect all 
parties, find themselves unable to harmonize these con
flicting passions, and the protection afforded by the mis
sionaries stimulates wicked men and criminals to join the 
sect. Owing to the ignorance o f the people, who are 
generally unable to distinguish between Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, or between foreigners of different nation
alities, there is great fear lest the enmity felt agaiust the 
first named involve the others in trouble, aud the officers 
of the Government find their authority inadequate to re
strain an outbreak.

The matter gives them great anxiety, and since the 
tragedy of Tien-tsin they have been more solicitous than 
ever to devise some mode of quieting the growing hatred. 
They, however, find that the flagitious conduct o f the 
Romanists stirs up the anger of the people, aud the two 
parties may provoke each other to such a degree as to 
pass all bounds and break out into open rupture.

The question is one o f the greatest moment to all coun
tries having dealings with China, and the foreign ministers 
should most carefully consider it in all its bearings. I f  
they decline to come to some arrangement they cannot 
excuse themselves, in case another rising should occur, 
that they had not been made aware o f the merits and 
hazards o f the subject. These rules are, therefore, now 
put forward for them to carefully examine.

R u l e  I.— The orphan asylums heretofore established in 
China have never been reported to the authorities, and the 
secret things done in them have caused much suspicion; 
if they cannot be all closed, which would be the best way, 
then let the children o f converts only be taken in, and their 
number, ages, and time o f acceptance, and whether any 
one afterward adopts them, be all reported to the officials. 
It is not necessary for the children o f others to be admit
ted into these institutions.

Note.— Native asylums report all these particulars to the 
local magistrates, permit visits o f children to relatives or 
of parents to their children at tiie institution, and allow the 
permaneut return o f children to their homes when de
sired. Catholic asylums, on the contrary, not only make 
no report, but disallow all visits o f friends, refuse to give 
back children, or permit adoption by others. Although 
the gouging o f eyes or cutting out hearts is believed by 
the lower classes alone, yet such secret management in
evitably fosters suspicion, fear, and hostility among the 
people.

R u l e  II.— Chinese women should not be permitted to 
go into the churches, nor should female scholars act as 
missionaries. This will be more creditable to the char
acter o f the sect.

Note.— In China the separation o f sexes is carefully 
guarded, as assemblies for both men and women are not 
reputable among Orientals. The objection to female mis
sionaries probably pertains to the zeal o f Sisters o f Char
ity in going about, embracing every opportunity for 
baptizing Pagan children and the dying.

R ule III.— Missionaries living in China should conform 
to its customs, aud not set themselves up as independent, 
encroaching on the functions o f its rulers or interfering in 
the execution o f the law s; nor should they vilify the 
doctrines o f the sages. If they do tnese things they 
ought to be amenable to the local officials. Native con

verts are now excused from joining in or contributing to 
idolatrous festivals; but they cannot be excused from 
paying taxes, or doing public work, or contributing to the 
exigencies of the Government, nor can foreign mission
aries protect them in resisting these calls and obligations, 
nor interfere when they come into the native courts, nor 
secrete parties in legal cases, thereby preventing any 
legal decision. I f they act in this illegal manner, let them 
be deported. Those converts who trust to such aid to 
carry their ends shall be more severely punished.

Note.— Throughout China Buddhists, Lamas, Taori9ts, 
Confucianiste, all conform to the laws of the land. Ro
manists, however, interfere in marriages, break up be
trothals when one of the parties becomes a convert, nnd 
accuse other members o f a family as contumacious in case 
one o f them joins their sect These proceedings are 
causing deep resentment against all Catholics.

R u le  IV .— It is necessary when natives and foreigners 
live together in China for each party to be governed by 
their own laws, and criminals to be punished according to 
their respective sentences. Missionaries are, therefore, 
not to conceal native offenders, or involve the innocent; 
and when they themselves do wrong they should be pun
ished. No indemnity should be afterward demanded be
cause a man has been punished; and all missionaries who 
interfere in legal cases, either to screen their converts or 
hide criminals, or in any other way to take up cases, 
should be deported.

Note.— Cases are cited of an indemnity demand, and the 
punishment of the murderers o f a missionary ; and, on the 
contrary, o f the refusal of a Roman Catholic missionary to 
reveal an offender, declaring him to have lied beyond the 
sea.

R u le  V .—When French missionaries obtain pngs port 8 
to go to any place in the interior, they should report their 
arrival to the officers. A  passport should not be used by 
another person, nor transferred to a native, nor kept 
when the missionary leaves the country or changes his 
profession. The name given in Chinese should be identi
fied with the foreigner, aud no passport should be given 
for him to go to those regions where military operations 
are carried on.

Note.— Abuses are referred to o f false names entered, 
o f natives protecting themselves under foreign passports 
and other irregularities, which could not fail to bring the 
system into discredit, aud to diminish both the respect and 
power of the Government issuing the letter.

R u le  V I.— Great care should be taken by mission
aries as to the character o f the converts, whether they 
have been convicted of crime or not. The number, 
names, aud times of admission should be reported to the 
officials, as is done when persons become prieBts, giving 
the occupation o f the convert, where lie came-from, and 
other particulars. I f  he is afterward convicted of crimo 
he should be excommunicated, and quarterly or monthly 
returns made to the magistrates, as is done by the Ra
tionalists and Buddhists for their converts, nunneries, and 
temples.

Note.— Examples o f rebels entering the Roman Catholic 
sect, banding together therein for wounding and killing 
others, threatening and intimidating public authorities, 
are given.

R u le  VII.— Missionaries living in China are not to use 
official seals, or write official dispatches to the native au
thorities, nor overpass their proper functions. They are 
to address the local officials, by petition, as native scholars 
do, and, when they wish to see them personally, treat 
them with the same courtesy; nor are they to rudely enter 
the courts to disturb the public business.

Note.— French missionaries are thought to have paid too 
little regard to the etiquette of Chinese society and official 
intercourse, by sending exceptionable dispatches to the 
foreign department by government post, by duplicating 
.official seals for their own use, by Btyling themselves
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Stun-fu, provincial governor, and by acts derogating the 
honor and authority of. the Emperor and liis officers in 
their own country.

R c le  T i l l .— No missionary shall hereafter be allowed 
to claim any place as having once belonged to the Roman 
Catholic Church; and when a piece of land is bought to 
erect one, or a house is to be rented, the owner shall re
port the matter to the officers, and, if no objection of any 
kind is brought forward, it can be obtained, and thus no 
ill-will will be caused. The deed for such places shall 
always be made out in the name o f the Church, (as has 
been already agreed upon with the French minister,) and 
that it is public property; and no one shall simulate 
names and falsify deeds in order to procure them.

K u te .— Numerous demands are made by the Catholics 
in various parts of China for the possession of property 
claimed to have once belonged to them, on doubtful and 
disputable grounds, without regard to changes of owner
ship, requiring repairs to be made by the people, often for 
the purpose o f  acquiring new and elegant residences, 
public buildings, or temples held in high consideration, 
without compensation, and without regard to the feelings 
o f those interested or to public opinion. Such demands 
having excited great indignation in every part o f the king
dom against Roman Catholics, no further claims o f this 
character made by them will be regarded.

C o n c lu s io n .— The above form only a portion of the 
grievances that exist between the Chinese and the Roman 
Catholics, and notably on account o f the acts o f the mis
sionaries. Thu issues have come to such a pass that there 
is great danger that, unless some remedy be applied, some 
restraint be placed, the amicable relations now existlug 
between this and other governments, and their entire 
commerce, will be put to hazard. I f  the people become 
exasperated, even the power of the Emperor will be in
efficient to restrain their excesses or punish the evil
doers. These regulations are proposed in advance, in 
order that another catastrophe may be prevented. The 
authorities who offer them have 110 desire to destroy this 
faith or persecute it, but wisli to treat their subjects 
eveiy-where with equal justice. But those missionaries 
who act so contrary to its tenet should be sent home. 
Let it be carefully remembered that these statements aro 
honestly made, so that ii cannot be said, i f  trouble arise, 
that full warning was not given.

NEW  YORK, TUESDAY, FEBR U AR Y 20, 1872.

THE MAN OF MYSORE;
OR, THE REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF A HIGH-CASTE 

BRAHMIN.

A t a meeting held in London a little while ego, Mr. 
Sanderson, a missionary, told this story o f a man who 
wanted to find out how he might be saved, and who trav
eled on foot one hundred and fifty miles to hear this good 
news.

One day while he was living in Mysore a tall man 
came to visit him. He saw at once that he was a Brahmin 
o f the highest caste. His father was the priest o f the 
King of M ysore; and a native, in order to obtain pardon 
for liis sins, would wash the feet o f that priest, and after
ward drink the water, in the belief that he was thus 
cleansed from all sin. His visitor said to him, “  I want, 
sir, to save my soul." He seemed in a state o f great ex
citement, and Mr. Sanderson tried to calm him. It was 
observed by some one that lie was a little out o f his miud, 
but the only foundation for that seemed to be that lie was 
exceedingly anxious about his sou l; and would to God 
that his countrymen generally might all resemble him in 
that respect! He said repeatedly, “ Sir, I want to save 
my soul;”  and that seemed to be the one thought to 
which every other yielded.

Mr. Sanderson got this man to tell him Iris history. 
His life being threatened for having discovered his father’s 
wickedness, he fled from home, aud for some time wan
dered about the country practicing medicine, and in that 
way obtained subsistence.

In passing through Bangalore he saw a native sbop-

| keeper reading aloud, that being a common practice in India 
The shop-keeper was reading a tract in which it was stated 
that, ceremonies would never save the soul, and that a new 
heart was the one tiling needful. He said to the shop
keeper, *• Where did you get that tract? ” The reply was 
that the tract was one of those which were distributed by 
missionaries.

“  Where do the missionaries liv e ?”  said the man; “ I 
want to go to them aud hear more about this matter.”

“ Why, what do you want to go to the missionaries 
fo r ? ” some one asked him. adding, “ They will only 
spoil your caste, and make you a pariah;” that is, an out
cast from society.

“ Well,”  the man rejoined, , ;I want to hear more about 
this matter.”

The tract was written in a dialect which he could speak, 
but not read. He therefore begged the shop-keeper to 
read it to him. This being refused, he offered money to 
have it read. He was now more anxious than ever 
about the salvation of his soul, and inquired where the 
missionaries lived. Being driven away by a heathen 
servant, and learning that there was another station one 
hundred and fifty miles away, he set off 011 foot, ih order 
that lie might obtain the salvation ef his soul. On his 
way he went through a jungle, and four men came to him, 
and said in the native language, “  You see how late it is; 
you see that there is nobody here but ourselves; you are 
bare-handed and we are armed; now, down with it.”  
These four men were robbers, and tliejr plundered him of 
everything he had. ‘ “But,”  said he, “ one was a very 
good robber; he patted me on the back, said I was the 
best man they had met with fora long time, and presented 
me with eight shillings to convey me to the place where 
I  was going.”  He further remarked in reference to the 
robbery that perhaps God had allowed him to be robbed, 
lest what he possessed should prove a hinderance to him in 
seeking the salvation o f his soul.

When he reached the place to which he had been di
rected he found only a school-master, who told him that 
the missionary station was eighty miles further. At last 
he reached it, and remained there for some lime; and 
never was a man more anxious about salvation. Ho read 
the Scriptures and tracts with great eagerness. Having 
obtained a copy o f an edition of the Pilgrim’s Progress, as 
soon as he read the first page he went to a person who 
had urged him to go home to his friends, and said, “  This 
book tells me that I am to run away from my friends, cry
ing, ‘ Life, life, eternal life.’ ”  So much impressed was he 
that he remarked to Mr. Sanderson that that book was 
better than the Bible. His teacher did not think it desir
able to give a direct contradiction to that statement, but 
he taught him the difference by a sort of parable. Point
ing to a scene before him. he said to him, “ Do you see 
that beautiful mango-tree there ? ”

“ Yes,”  was the answer.
“  Don’t you see the beautiful fruit, which drops its nec

tar upon the ground? ”
“ Yes.”
“  Don’t you eat the fruit and enjoy its sweetness? ”
“  Y es.”
“  And where would that tree be if there were no root 

to the tree?
“ 0 ,"  said the man, “ now I  see what you mean: the 

Bible is the root, and all the other good books in the 
world spring from it.”

He never afterward said that any book was better than 
the Bible.

It pleased God so to bless the teaching of his own 
word that this poor man became a humble and earnest 
Christian, aud his own son aud daughter have grown up 
to be useful workers among the heathen around.

I N D I A .
A n  I n s i d e  V i e w  o f  o u e  S c h o o l s .

T h e  following inside view of our schools 
in our missions in Moradabad, India, is sent 
to the Mission Rooms by Rév. E. W - Parker, 
who has the supervision of these schools. 
It will be read with deep interest. He says:

In these days our friends in America are ínteres*ed in 
schools, and I have often wished that I might introduce 
some o f these friends to our schools here at Moradabad,

Ipdia. I  would take you first to our High School, 
which commences at seven o’clock in the morning. On 
the ringing of the bell one hundred and thirty boys would 
come to our largest room and seat themselves quietly on 
the carpet—there are one hundred and fitty in the school. 
We have no benches here; if we had. not more than one 
half of the boys could be seated in our small room. When 
all are seated we read and exphiin a portion o f Scripture, 
and pray for God’s blessing on us all. W ho can estimate 
the influence of this quiet and respectful attendance at 
prayers and Scripture reading every morning for years I 
After prayers I will take you to my Bible-class o f eighteen 
boys or young men, where we will spend fifty minutes in 
reading and discussing about twenty verses in the New 
Testament. In a room adjoining mine you may visit 
Brother Moni Lall, with another Bible-class larger even 
than mine. All the higher classes have their daily les
son in this way in Scripture, and on examination days 
our most exciting examinations are in the Bible. A t our 
last examination a brother proposed ten questions, includ
ing the leading facts o f the Gospel by St. Luke, to which 
answers were to be written without reference to the Tes
tament. Full, and in some cases, perfect answers were 
given relating to the principal facts concerning the birth, 
the life, the death, and resurrection of Christ. Do you 
wonder that I love to teach these boys these things ?

After the Bible lesson, if you will pass through the school, 
you will find the usual classes in English reading, writ
ing, geography, grammar, history, arithmetic, geometry, 
etc. You will also find classes in the Urdu, Persian, and 
Hindoo languages; and I think you will find as many 
bright eyes aud cheerful countenances as you find in any 
schools. I f  you stop to ask questions you will find the 
boys ready.

From our High School we will take you to our 
branches. You will find about thirty boys in each 
branch. As we draw near some one will be sure to run 
forward and tell the teacher that the “  Sahib ”  is coming, 
and when we enter every boy will be studying at the very 
top o f  his voice, so completely absorbed, apparently, that 
he has forgotten that there is any one else about but him
self. So our first work is to secure quiet, and to ask the 
teacher why he allows such noise. He makes his apol
ogy, saying that the boys have such a desire to learn that 
they get absorbed in their books, which explanation we 
o f courso do not believe. The design o f these branches 
is to collect and prepare boys for the High School, where 
they come more directly under our care. W e have to 
employ heathen teachers in these schools, but they work 
under the direction o f Christians.

The gentlemen must now step one side while the ladies 
go with the missionary’s wife to see the girls’ schools. In 
these they will find from fifteen to forty girls in each 
school, and will see over two hundred girls in all, besides 
the women who learn at their homes. Aud all are learn
ing the truths of our religion as they learn to read and 
write, and seem very happy to do so.

In our last report to Government we reported five hun
dred and thirty-three children in our schools in this city, 
and in our two circuits, including the county of Moradabad, 
we had nine hundred and sixty-one children.

Our he*rts buru within us for these children, and every 
day we pray earnestly to God that he will give 11s the 
children. Our three hours each morning with these boys 
does us good in every way, as it keeps our hearts cheer
ful, our interest alive, and serves as a daily exhortation to 
us to preach the Gospel whenever and wherever we can. 
Dear friends o f missions, pray for the children 1

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN ROME.
L e t  the reader think of public schools in 

Rome ! They have had an existence for one 
year in the city of the P ope! and on the 2d 
day of October last a grand festival was had 
in honor of the fact, aud for the distribution 
of prizes. Nearly five hundred children were 
present, who sang together in chorus to very 
charming music, composed expressly for the 
occasion. Some of the boys and of the girls 
also gave recitations. The scene was enliv
ened by a . band of about one hundred per
formers. Among the distinguished personages



M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E . 43

present were the “  Conscript Fathers,”  the 
“  Sindaeo,” the members of the Municipal 
Council, and the Ministers of State in Rome. 
Among the ladies who acted as distributors 
of the prizes are mentioned “  the Princess 
Pallavicini, the Duchess Fiauo, the Signoras 
Serraggi, Brenda, Cipolla, Maruccbi, Lavaggi, 
and others.”  The number of scholars entered 
during the year is given at 6,291, and the av
erage attendance 5,331. Think of it, reader, 
a public school in Rome J its first anniversary 
festival held there ! The world does move; 
will not the Pope also be compelled to move ?

RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION IN JAPAN.
W e  trust the reader will uot fail to peruse 

carefully the following article. It foreshad
ows the triumph of Western civilization in 
Japan, the downfall of their pagan religions, 
and the incoming of Christianity with Chris
tian civilization. W e  take the article from 
th e Arew York Observer.

B u d d h ism  P iio s tk a t e d  : T h e  P r ie s t s  to  b e  M a d e  into  
So l d ie r s .— The news from Japan by the last steamer is of 
the most interesting nature. The great moral revolution 
which is quietly taking place among the higher powers 
almost passes comprehension. Our readers are familiar 
with the remarkable movements, under the authority o f 
the present government, to promote education and a 
thorough acquaintance with Western science in all its de
partments. The establishment o f a Department o f Educa
tion, with a Minister o f Public Instruction ranking with 
the highest officers o f government; the employment of 
American missionaries in the imperial universities; the 
sending of so many youths to this country to he educated; 
the sending of repeated deputations to study our institu
tions, and the application for men o f experience and stand
ing in this eountry to come and aid the government in re
organizing their system— all these and other movements 
have been full o f promise.

The recent abolition o f the power and position of the 
Daimios was another bold stroke that took the world by 
surprise. The sudden destruction o f an ancient feudal 
aristocracy by imperial authority was a measure almost 
without precedent, and teemed to be too revolutionary to 
stand, especially as the military force o f the country was 
dependent mainly upon the Daimios. The Yakonins are 
their retainers, and look to them for a living. But this 
measure has not thus far awakened the opposition which 
was anticipated. It seems quietly to have gone into 
effect.

When the Tycoon was overthrown, and the Mikado 
came into power, a change took place in the established 
religion of the country. For three hundred jrears Bud
dhism had been the favored religion. The Buddhist tem
ples were liberally endowed by the government, and the 
priests were liberally supported This was said to be 
owing to the aid which had been rendered by the Bud
dhist priests in establishing the Tycoonate three centuries 
ago. The Mikado was regarded as the spiritual head o f 
the country, and was also the representative o f the ancient 
religion, Shintooism. When he came into political power 
in 1838, without any special orders or demonstration, the 
Shintoo religion became again the acknowledged religion 
o f the empire, and a quiet crusade against Buddhism was 
commenced. The Shintoo temples that had become dilap
idated and deserted were restored; many o f the Buddhist 
temples that occupied sites o f ancient Shintoo worship 
were suppressed; the Buddhist gods were dethroned, and 
the religion of the country was restored by the Mikado, 
as near as was practicable, to its ancient standing.

W e have now the intelligence from Japan that “  the 
Buddhist priests in the country have been notified that 
their temples will be closed, and that they must enter the 
army as soldiers, or earn their living in mechanical occu
pations.” This is one o f the boldest measures ever under
taken by any government in regard to matters o f religion. 
It is on n par with the abolition o f the office and power 
o f the Daimios.. The Buddhist priests have been very nu
merous, their temples and monasteries have been the seats 
o f wealth, and they have had great influence, especially

with the higher classes o f society. But as the Daimios 
submitted, the Buddhist priests will probably also submit, 
and so the religious revolution will be completed.

Another feet is also stated in the intelligence from Japan 
which is very significant o f the change which is coming 
over the empire. The government is said to be consider
ing the policy of sending over a large number of young 
ladies, daughters of Daimios, to this country to be edu
cated. No greater innovation could be made upon Oriental 
customs and habits than this, and. taken in connection with 
the important events already alluded to. it indicates a com
plete social revolution, and one which is to brine: Japan 
into close sympathy with our own institutions and people.

No less striking is the additional statement that 
“ twenty officers o f the United States frigate Colorado, 
and many other foreigners, have been presented to the 
Mikado, who will visit the Colorado and witness a naval 
review. The Mikado has already visited a number o f 
foreign residents, and enjoyed his visits greatly.”  This 
may not appear strange to those who are not familiar 
with the court of Japan, but the person o f the Mikado 
has been surrounded with an air o f deep mystery. It has 
even been regarded as a matter o f doubt whether he was 
ever seen by a foreigner; whether in audiences given to 
embassadors he was not represented by some inferior offi
cer o f State. He was never seen in public even by the 
natives. But lie is now making his appearance like the 
monarclis o f Europe, in utter defiance o f established 
custom.

There is one important change yet to take place, and 
we cannot but hope, from these numerous indications of 
a revolutionary character, that it will speedily come. It 
is a change in the attitude o f the government toward 
Christianity. The old edicts forbidding the people to em
brace Christianity are still in force, and they are retiew- 
edly issued; but a government that is pursuing such an 
enlightened and liberal policy iu regard to other matters, 
and that is breaking down so many old institutions, we 
trust will not long continue a policy that is so opposed to 
its own ideas o f progress.

STATE POPULATIONS AND CHURCH 
POPULATIONS.

T h e  changes produced in the map of Europe by recent 
wars illustrate the tendency of the age to the massing of 
power in great nationalities. According to a Berlin paper, 
Europe had before the Italian war fifty-six States; it now 
has eighteen, with a population of 300,000,000. The 
priucipal States in Europe with a population of more than 
twenty-five millions are: Russia 71, Germany 40, France 
3 6 ^ , Austro-Hungary 36, Great Britain 32, and Italy 

; their total population is therefore four fifths of 
that o f the whole o f Europe. A  century ago, beforo the 
partition o f Polaud, the great powers only possessed one 
half o f the then population of Europe—thus: Russia, 18 
millions; Austria, 17; Prussia, 5 ; England, 12; and 
Frauce, 26—total, 80. The number o f Roman Catholics 
in Europe generally is now 148 millions— 3 5 ^  in Franco, 
28 iu Austria, 26 in Italy, 16 in Spain, and 14}g  iu Ger
many; o f Greek Catholics, 70 millions— 54 in Russia, 5 
in Turkey, 4 in Roumania, and 3 in Austria; o f Prot
estants, 71 millions— 25 in Germany, 24 in England, 5%  
in Sweden and Norway, 4 in Russia, and 3 ^  iu Austria; 
o f Jews, 4,800,000— 1,700,000 in Russia, 822,000 in 
Auslria, 1,300,000 in Hungary, and 500,000 in German}’. 
Dividing Europe into nationalities, there are 82,200,000 
o f the Slavonic race, 97,500,000 of the Latin races, and 
93,500,000 o f the Germanic race.— The Methodist.

JAPAN AND AMERICA.
T he Japanese Embassy of more than one 

hundred persons is an unexpected demonstra
tion, showing the progressive interest awak
ened in that antique country by American 
influence. The edict of the Mikado is an 
equally significant indication. He says:

My country is now undergoing a complete change from 
old to new ideas, which I sincerely desire; therefore I 
call upon all the wise and strong-minded to appear and 
become good guides to the government. During youth
time it is positively necessary to view foreign countries,

so as to become enlightened as to. the ideas o f the world, 
and boys as well as girls, who will themselves become 
men and women, should be allowed to go abroad, and my 
country will be benefited l>y their knowledge so acquired. 
Females heretofore have had no position socially, because 
it was considered that they were without understanding; 
but if educated and intelligent they should have due 
respect: Six young Japanese women o f rauk go to 
America iu care of Mr. Do Long, to be sent to some sem
inary oflenruing at the expense of the government.

The rank of woman in any community is 
considered by historians as one of the truest 
exponents of its civilization. Heretofore Jap
anese men have been interdicted from foreign 
travel, and women have not been esteemed 
worthy of education. In both these respects 
Japan has surprisingly advanced. Her six 
princesses are, it is said, to be educated at 
Yassar. Japan promises to be the future in
termediate link between American and Asiatic 
civilization.— The Methodist.

CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA.
R e v .  O t i s  G ib s o n -, Superintendent of our 

Mission to the Chinese in California, has re
cently had his first annual examination of the 
Chinese school under his care in San Fran
cisco. This elicited the attention of a daily 
paper in these words :

A  curious school examination took place last night; 
one of considerable sigriilicanco in these limes, and prob
ably deserving o f a great deal more attention than will bo 
paid to it.

From small beginnings Rev. Mr. Gibson, o f the Meth
odist Episcopal Church, worked quietly, but assiduously* 
with results which his report sufficiently explains.

The pupils were examined by classes. Many of them 
certainly exhibited a great deal o f intelligence, and a 
somewhat astonishing amount of knowledge.

The report of Brother Gibson says, among 
other things,

Irregular attendance is the great embarrassment under 
which we labor. Many of our scholars, after coming n 
few weeks and getting a little start iu their studies, have 
found employment of such a nature or at such a distance 
from the school that they have been unable to attend. 
Such persons dropout, and another class enters to repeat 
the process. For example, our first, or most advanced 
class, which to-night numbers only two, has received and 
lost during the year ten fine promising scholars, five Jap
anese and five Chinese, some of them more advanced and 
intelligent than the two whose examination yuu will 
witness this evening. This class, which now shows but 
two, would under favorable circumstances number 
twelve at least.

The whole number of different scholars during the year 
was one hundred and five; average attendance thirty-five. 
Total receipts for tuition $233.

We design that this school shall be in all respects a 
first-class school of its kind. W c propose to furnish the 
Japanese and Chinese every facility to secure a good 
common school education in the English language.

F R A N C E .
T h e  Wesleyan correspondent of the Central 

Christian Advocate sends some hopeful notes 
from France. Here are two of them :

I  think we are on the eve o f a period o f revival. A  
convention of the Evangelical party in the National 
Church, held in the beginning of November, lias done a 
great deal toward that desired end. It asked, with great 
enthusiasm, for a separation between Church and Stale. 
But its importance was in showing that there is an influ
ential party in the old Church that cannot rest satisfied 
with old forms and routine. M. Babut, for instance, a 
nephew of A. Monod, declared every national Church a
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“ R o m e  a n d  D e b t  F u n d . ” — The M ission
ary Notice for January has this paragraph:

Mr. Budgett reported that, in connection with Mr. A r
thur, be had visited various parts o f the North of England, 
and had every-where met with expressions o f approbation 
o f this movement, and had received numerous promises o f 
help. A  list o f subscriptions toward this special fund 
was read, amounting to £23,894, ($119,470.) A  con
versation ensued, at the close of which it was resolved, 
that the subscription list be advertised in the Watchman 
and Recorder newspapers, with an appeal for further 
donations.

T h e  O u t l o o k . — A  company in Naples are 
proposing to organize for the purpose of es
tablishing a line of steamers to run between 
that port and New York. But what is more 
immediately stirring the mental and moral 
forces of Italy is the fact that now, as the 
laws of United Italy conflict with monasti- 
cism, the religious houses devoted to this sys
tem are becoming the property of the State. 
After the manner in which the government 
has acted so will it continue, until all the re
ligious and educational centers, with their 
treasures in Rome, come under its control.

3D,000 Norwegians, 20,000 Swedes, and 
10,000 Danes. This paper says there is no 
community of feeling among them. In this it 
is possible there is a slight mistake ; for under 
the care of some fourteen or more Methodist 
missionaries, with their seven to nine hundred 
members in that State, they have in their 
flocks members of these several nationalities. 
The Universalist, after stating that these peo
ple are nearly all Lutherans, further says :

The Methodists have a number o f ministers and organ
ized Churches among them, and are steadily increasing. 
No other denomination has succeeded in making any im
pression on their numbers.

Touching the character of the Scandinavian 
settlers, the same paper says :

They are hardy, temperate, industrious, and prudent, 
and hence make valuable citizens. Their intelligence and 
appreciation of our governmental institutions, and the 
spirit o f genuine liberty emanating therefrom, are seen in 
the fact that, to a man, they vote for freedom, justice, law, 
and right.

BEQUESTS AN D  DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r s o n s  disposed to make beqnests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

I give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o p  
t h e  M eth o d ist  E p isc o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State o f New York, the sum 
of ; and the receipt o f the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

FORM  OP A  D EVISE OF LAN D  TO  SAID  
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “ T he  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  op  
t h e  M e th o d is t  E p isc o p a l  C h u r c h , ”  incorporated by the 
Legislature of the State of New York, the following lanrid 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the np- 
purtenauceB, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.

fiction, “ for,”  said he, “ nations, as such, are not Chris
tians, and we have to do only with individuals.”  He 
inveighed against wholesale confirmation as an “  official 
lie," and, in fact, went in completely for a reconstruction 
on the voluntary Church platform. Almost every body 
spoke of the National Church as no Church at all. Such 
language is not new in the mouths o f bitter dissenters, 
but was uttered without protest, nay, with applause, in 
that convention.

A home missionary institute was there and then brought 
into beiBg, whose aim is not to create any new pastors or 
such like official workers, but to make every Christian 
work in his own sphere. Christians o f every denomina
tion meet in local counties to see what is to be done 
around them, and to do it themselves. In Nirnes, for in
stance, they have this week hired the theater, a most 
strange thing in France, and have got one o f our leading 
Protestants, Professor Eossieuw St. Hilaire of the Sorbonne 
in Paris, to lecture on the "  Moral Resurrection of France.” 
Laymen are astir, and wisli to work. Every Church feels 
something o f the good effects of the movement, and so we 
thank God and look for glorious times.

P aris .— Evangelical Christendom says:

The impulse given from Nimes has scarcely had an 
echo in Paris as yet, but attempts are being made to dis
tribute the circulars in right quarters. The wise initiative 
taken by foreign Christians is responded to, and a few 
mothers’ and children’s meetings are already commenced 
aud working well, while others are about to be held. The 
work among the rag-pickers, whose chief initiator was 
shot by a Versailles ball penetrating through her window 
in May last, is continued by her husband and a circle of 
friends. When the school was re opened, a hundred chil
dren joyfully took possession of the pleasant icliool-room, 
and the meetings for prayer, for worship, and for mothers, 
prosper more and more. The ladies who superintend 
have won the hearts o f those they wish to benefit. W e 
are increasingly touched by the faith and love for the 
Paris workmen God is exciting in the hearts of strangers. 
An English family were so much struck by the willing
ness o f the people in one of the worst districts to receive 
tracts and respond to looks o f kindness, in July last, and 
by their declaration that they wanted a religion, but not 
that o f the priests, that they had given up home and com
forts, and come to dwell in the center o f that district to 
bring them the religion o f Jesus. Scotch friends have 
also initiated and facilitated the various plans for popular 
evangelization under the care of a small French committee. 
The French popular publications, printed in Dublin, are in 
increased demand, and hundreds o f thousands are circu
lated in Paris and elsewhere. One o f these simple sheets, 
*■ Saved for  nothing!”  brought the peace o f God into an 
agitated soul while the shells were whistling around in 
May last. The new tracts published at Nimes by the 
Society o f Friends are increasing in number, value, and 
usefulness. Gospels are beirg sown broadcast from the 
Bible carriage by the Swiss evangelist and his wife, while 
they seek out the soldiers who have partaken of Swiss 
hospitality, in order to renew and deepen the impressions 
they may have received during their painful exile. The seed 
thus sown has sometimes unexpected results. Two col
porteurs were arrested last year as spies, cast into prison, 
and were threatened with death. They were saved by a 
gendarme drawing a Gospel from his pocket, and declaring, 
“ I know that man, though not his name; he gave me 
this at the Exposition; he is a true man! ”  In the prov
inces the Nimes circular has aroused some to practical 
thought and action; visiting Churches by two brethren, a 
jMstor and a layman, has been tried, found practicable, 
and done good. Little cotta are meetings are being multi
plied, children are being sought out, aud adult schools are 
opened.

I TALY.
A t the December meeting of the General 

Committee of the Wesleyan Missionary So
ciety, two of the number announced their in
tention of departing for Rome the next day, 
to consummate the purchase of a property 
which their superintendent, Rev. Mr. Pig- 
gott, had for some time been negotiating.

SPECIMENS OF OUR DOMESTIC WORK.
C hicago .— Rev. O. P. Peterson writes that 

his charge, the first self-supportiug Norwegian 
Church, is overflowing. Though in size 42x72, 
many people are obliged to go away for lack of 
room. The people are the joy  of the pastor’s 
heart in their religious life, and in their con
cern for the comfort of himself and family.

N e w  Y o r k .— The Bethel Ship maintains 
her reputation under the charge of her old 
Pastor Iiedstrom, who is in labors more abun
dant, having naturally a care for all his breth
ren who arrive in this port and throng his 
ship, as well as for all those societies, missions, 
and Churches which have grown up under 
the care of our Missionary Society since the 
pastor commenced his work in this country. 
His mission is still as remarkable for con
versions as from the beginning, in the year of 
our Lord eighteen hundred and forty-five.

B altim o ee .— Good Brother Kolb, our Ger
man missionary in Baltimore, in reply to cer
tain inquiries we made of him, writes : “ Only 
one brother, a Norwegian, a class-leader and 
exhorter, does belong to our society. The 
class of ten or twelve of the Scandinavians do 
not belong to our charge, although our official 
board did allow him a room in which to lead 
such a class in their own language. This 
man is full of the fire of the Holy Ghost and 
zeal, and has a great influence over all the 
sailors, because he himself was a sailor.”

It appears that there are sixty or seventy—  
more or less— Scandinavian seamen generally 
in port in Baltimore.

I o w a .— Rev. Albert Erricson, though re
ported a superannuate of the Central Illinois 
Conference, was able to dedicate, on the 31st 
of December, 1871, a new Swedish church in 
New Sweden, Jefferson County, Iowa. The 
entire debt was paid during the services of the 
occasion.

M i n n e s o t a .— The JJnimrsalist reckons 60,- 
000 Scandinavians in this State; that is,

{¡W* Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
of any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practi
cable a transcript o f such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. W e have reason to 
believe bequests are left to the Missionary Society of which 
we have never been advised.

¡y¡p~ Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New York; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder of the dis
trict, or the Preacher in the circuit or station to which 
the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by the 
M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  of  t h e  M e th o d ist  E p is c o p a l  

C h u r c h ,

A t  805 Broadway, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision o f  the

Co r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A ss ist a n t  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S ec
r e t a r ie s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y .

T e r m s .

The Board o f Managers o f the Missionary Society pro
poses to supply gratuitously the “  Missionary Advocate ”  
monthly to our Churches throughout the Connection, but 
in no case can the supply exceed one copy for every five 
members of the Church. But the Board requires reason
able assurance that this shall be done without needless 
waste, and has charged the Secretaries audTrensurer to see 
that its wishes take effect.


