
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends of the Earth.
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J A P A N .
Ijst the September number o f the M issionary 

Advocate we gave an abstract o f  a letter from 
Rev. Ii. S. Brown, D .D., Missionary of the 
Reformed Church in Japan. Mr. Brown 
wrote very discouragingly in regard to 
freedom to preach the Gospel in Japan. 
He suggested that the only ground o f hope 
for the deliverance of the hundreds of Roman 
Catholics, and a very few Protestants, now 
held in most cruel bondage, and rapidly dying  
for the want of shelter and food, is in the con
current action of the Christian governments 
through their representatives at the court o f 
Japan. A very proper occasion to do this will 
occur next year, when the treaties now exist
ing with Japan are to be revised, as provided 
for in said treaties. The leading Churches of 
the land are taking measures to urge our gov
ernment to insist, in the revision o f the trea
ties, on provision for religious liberty in Japan. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church would do 
well to speak, through her General Conference 
now at hand, to our government at W ashing
ton. W e trust she will do so. I f  the Chris
tian governments will agree, and jointly, by a 
collective note to the government o f Japan, 
insist on religious liberty throughout the 
empire, it is fully believed Japan will yield 
to their request.

In order to draw the attention o f our Church 
to this important subject, we give below an 
extract from the report of Rev. Dr. Williams, 
Bishop of China and Japan. It is in the N o
vember number o f the Spirit o f  Missions. 
He says :

Sad evidences are not wanting to show that tlie Gov
ernm ent is determined that, if persecution will prevent it, 
Christianity shall not gain a foothold in Japan. A Prot
estant missionary, during a visit last w inter to one of the 
central provinces, found a number of the Roman Catholic 
converts, sent away from Nagasaki in 1870, cooped up in 
a wretched, filthy place, w ithout sufficient shelter or com
fort, in mid-winter, dying off rapidly with small-pox. 
During my last visit a convert teacher of one of the En
glish missionaries suddenly disappeared, having been ar
rested, his friends think, and sent away by the authorities. 
Another case has ju st occurred in Kobe. The house of a 
teacher ot" one of the missionaries of the American Board 
was entered at night, the man arrested, and, with all the 
Christian books in liis possession, carried off no one 
knows whither.

No crime is charged upon these poor, unhappy people, 
except that they profess to believe in and worship “ The 
one true God and Je sus Christ whom he hath sent,” th a t 
they may attain eternal life. I t  is not possible that 
Christians, knowing that such persecutions are constantly 
occurring, will sit down quietly w ithout doing something 
to pu t a stop to them. Unless Christian people at home 
shall use their influence to  obtain tlie free toleration of 
Christianity, it is impossible to foresee how long this 
heart-sickening state of things may continue.

The favorable opinion of the speedy toleration of Chris
tianity expressed by General Van Valkenberg, the former 
Minister of the United States, is not, I am sorry to say, 
shared by our present representative a t the court of the 
Mikado— the Hon. Charles E. De Long. In  reply to a 
recent letter of mine, asking the result of the letter to the
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Secretary of S tate sent in response to the request of tlie 
Foreign Committee, and requesting his opinion with re
gard to the prospects of toleration of Christianity, after 
saying tha t he is not permitted to make known the nature 
and character of the communications received from the 
Hon. Secretary of State, and expressing the opinion that 
“ all that I have done or am permitted to do will not ad
vance tlie cause of Christianity one iota,” he adds there is 
a way “ by which I imagine the vail th a t shrouds this 
people may be raised without violence or an act of war, 
and Christianity triumphantly advocated.'1 “ N ext year 
the Treaties are all to be revised, and then, in my judg
ment, will be the golden hour for successful labor in this 
field, provided the cabinets of the Great Powers will au
thorize, nay more, instruct us to demand an article per
mitting religious toleration. I t  does seem to me that 
united action on the part of the Christian sentim ent of the 
world would effect this end. Any tiling less will post
pone indefinitely any hope of redemption, whereas such 
action will without bloodshed open the field to labor, and 
admit the light to th irty  odd millions of people who are 
not permitted to know the tru th .”

Now, this is the freeljT expressed opinion, not of a 
missionary—who may be supposed by some to have more 
of ardent zeal than of sound judgm ent—but of tlie highest 
representative of the United States in Japan, who cer
tainly is unbiased, and who should have opportunities of 
forming a correct opinion as to tlie proper method of ob
taining tlie toleration of Christianity. He gives us to un
derstand plaiuly th a t the Japanese will not of their own 
free will tolerate it, but, on tlie contrary, th a t the Govern
ment officers use all manner of persecutions to prevent 
the spread of the Gospel, and that, though he feels deeply 
on the subject, all that he is permitted to do will be 
of no avail. I t  is not to be expected that a heathen 
Government will, of its own voluntary act, propose to 
abolish the edicts against Christianity. "Why should it?  
They do not appreciate its benefits. I f  Christian people 
do not show an interest in this course, and do something 
to obtain for the people the right of freely worshiping 
the Christian’s God, why should a heathen Government 
take the initiative ?

There is a natural jealousy of any course which has 
even the appearance of the use of force in the propagation 
of Christianity, but Mr. De Long thinks there is a per
fectly feasible plan by which, w ithout violence or any 
act of war, permission may be gained for the free intro
duction of tlie light of the blessed Gospel. He does not 
explain fully the proposed plan, hut it is sufficiently clear
ly indicated in the la tter part of his letter, where he says 
next year the treaties are to be revised, and then, if the 
great Christian powers, will instruct their several repre
sentatives to demand the insertion of an article granting 
full toleration of Christianity, there can be little doubt of 
the result. The Japanese Government would not hesitate 
to grant it when it saw the Christian Powers interested 
and iu earnest in making tlie demand.

The United S tates Minister tells us further that the end 
can be effected if Christians a t home will use their in
fluence to induce their several Governments to take the 
m atter up, and send proper instructions to their repre
sentatives in Japan. The solemn responsibility rests 
w ith the Christian people of America and Europe to say 
w hether th irty  millions of their fellow-beings in Japan 
shall have tlie light of the Gospel next year, when the 
Treaties are to be revised, or w hether the hope of their 
redemption from the bondage of heathenism shall be post
poned indefinitely.

REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF A BRAHMIN.
BY HENRY MARTIK SC UDDER, D.D.

W e  obtain the following account of the 
conversion of a Brahmin from the Independ

ent o f December 14, 18Í1. I>r. Scudder
s a y s :

I  have lived and labored among the heathen. A lto
gether, twenty-seven years of my life have been spent in 
the pagan world. Y was born in the island of sweet 
spices, Ceylon, the gem of tlie Oriental seas. I ts  language 
is native to me. I ppoke it before I  learned English. 
Seven years ago I could preach in it more easily than I 
can now preach iu English. Born among the Hindoos, 
and living long with them, I know their customs and 
tastes, Iheir religion and habits of thought. I may, there
fore, be allowed to bring testimony from thence. An 
astute old Brahmin once said to me, 11 I t  is only a ques
tion of time, sir. Let us alone; our children are yours, 
they will certainty become Christians.” Men out there, 
with pagan eyes, see tlie coming glory, which many here, 
with their Christian eyes, fail to discern.

A Hindoo, on one occasion said to a missionary : “ Ke- 
viling our gods, criticising our Shastras, and ridiculing 
our ritual, will accomplish nothing; but tke story which 
you tell of Him who lived, and pitied, and came, and 
taught, and suffered, and died, and rose again—that story, 
sir, will overthrow our temples, destroy our ritual, abolish 
our Shastras, and extinguish our gods.”

North of the place where I lived in India lies the district 
in which is situated the great temple of Jagannatha, the 
so-called “ Lord of the world." A  few years since a 
Brahmin lived there. l ie  may be still living. J have not 
heard of his death. H is forefathers worshiped at th a t 
shrine, and so did lie. A Christian treatise falls into hi8 
hand. He begins to read it. His haughty features con
tract into an indignant scowl, “ What, does it say that 
Jagannatha, the god of my ancestors, worshiped iu this 
land from time immemorial, is no god? W hat other fool
ish and blasphemous thing will it say ? ” He reads on. 
There are argum ents there. They are arrows shot by a 
skillful archer. They stick fast. He cannot pluck them 
out. He tries to escapo from the truth that has begun to 
seize upon his soul; but it follows him, like his shadow, 
by day, it haunts his dreams by night. He is constrained 
to examine further, l ie  gets a new Testament. This, 
like a millstone round his neck, sinks him still deeper in 1 
doubts and distresses. A question now rises palpably 
before h im : Is Jagannatha or Jesus the true object 
of w orship? The agony of doubt grows more intense. 
He cannot endure it. He proceeds to settle tlie ques
tion after a fashion of his own. He procures a ram
rod from a Sepoy, and sharpens its point. A t twilight he 
steals up toward Jagannatha’B frowning pile. He skulks 
along, like a culprit, under the shadow of its lofty walls. 
He enters the inner shrine, and stands in the dismal re
cess behind the huge image. W hat is his thought? I t  
is th is: I f  I  can summon courage to plunge this whetted 
iron into Jagannatha’s middle, I shall ascertain w hether 
there be a god inside of him or not. W hat a struggle 
takes place in that man’s heart I Hu fights within him
self a battle such as no gladiator ever fought on the sands 
of a  Roman amphitheater. He stands alone. No mor
tal foe confronts him. His warfare enters into a higher 
and more terrible sphere. “ Perhaps Jagannatha is in
deed God. My mother taught m e bo. My father was 
wise and learned, and he told me so. My forefathers all 
believed so. The whole of this great country regards 
this temple as its sanctuary, and this image as its deily. 
I f  he is a god he will trample me under his feet or trans
fix me with his thunderbolt.’' The Brahmin’s knees 
smite together. His lips quiver. His teeth chatter. The 
ramrod trembles iu his flaccid grasp. He is about to give 
up his experiment.

Then, creeping up over the low flats of this man’s soul, 
comes the slow but sure flood-tide of a resistless thought.
“ That crucified One] H is is a wondrous story. Did lie 
suffer for me ? Did he weep and bleed and die ? W as 
it for m e? Why does my heart so throb when I  think
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of it ? In all our Shastras there is no such touching 
story as that. I t  kno ks a t the door of my heart. Does 
he demand discipleship as the condit on of participation 
in his love auS salvation ? I f  J  deny him, have I sold 
the true God and Redeemer? ”

There is a pause. Upon the horizon of th a t dark and 
doubtful soul there arises the di<k of the Sun of Riglit- 
ousness, w ith us calm, sweet, warm light. The tempest 
is hushed. The moment of resolution has come. H is 
fingers contract upon the ramrod. The muscles of his 
arm swell W ith Hashing eye, compressed lip, dilated 
nostril, and planted foot, he draw s back the weapon, and 
dashes it with one dire stroke into old wooden Jagau- 
natha. Jagannatha takes it quietly. 0 , glory be to God on 
h ig h ! The spell of Satan is broken. The victory is 
won. Jesus is God, and Jagannatha is a lie. He treads 
idolatry under his feet. He embraces Christ with all his 
soul. There, in th a t recess behind the idol, the man is 
converted. There he makes the covenant that shall never 
be broken. He goes forth. He seeks the missionaries. 
H e is baptized. He develops in the nurture of the Chris
tian Church. He is ordained, aud becomes himself a mis
sionary, and no Hindoo in all the district can meet him 
in argument.

There is no harder field than India. I f  the Gospel can 
triumph there, it can win easier victories every-where 
else.

Doubt not, then, about the missionary work. Moved 
by duty, inspired by love, and assured by Christ’s promise, 
w hat is there that we cannot do? All things are practi
cable to Christ’s dutiful, loving, and divinely energized 
Church.

N E W  YORK, TUESDAY, JA N U A R Y  16, 1872.

T H E  S U TTEE IN INDIA.
T h e  Suttee is the burning o f tlie body or 

bodies of widows in India with their dead 
husbands. They are not obliged to be burned, 
but this voluntary sacrifice is considered the 
highest and most meritorious act of a female. 
The influence of British civilization in India, 
supported by Christian missions, has enabled 
the British government to abolish the suttee.

• It is now held to be murder, and treated ac
cordingly by the British government. The 
following account o f a suttee w e take from 
Dr. William Butler’s admirable volume en 
titled The L a n d  o f  the Veda, just published 
by Carlton &  Lanahan for the Methodist 
Book Concern. Dr. Butler says :

I  was intimate with a family in India, the head of which, 
a physician, gave the following description of a suttee at 
which he was actually present. I t  was in the ciiy of 
Lahore, in June, 1839, and w as witnessed by this gentle
man and some other Europeans.

The occasion * as the burning of the body of the Maha
rajah Runjeet Singh—he who w as commonly called the 
“ Lion of the Punjab,” and who was the last Oriental 
sovereign th a t wore the great Koh-i-noor diamond. On 
aceouut of his special orders, the funeral pile w as com
posed of an unusual quantity of the precious sandal-wood.

I t  was also made large enough for his eleven wives to 
burn with his body. Early in the morning, an immense 
concourse attending to witness the ceremony, the body of 
the Maharajah, decorated and wrapped in Cashmere shawls, 
was brought out from the palace, and the procession 
formed, the four Ranees (queens) in order, unvailed, sitting 
in open palanquins, followed by the seven other wives on 
foot, barefooted— some of them, the doctor declared, being 
not more than fourteen or fifteen years old. Then came 
the court, the officials, the military, and the crowd. The 
ceremonies performed, the body w as lifted to tlie top of 
the great p ile ; then  the four Ranees ascended in 
the  order of their rank, seating themselves at the head;

the other seven placed themselves around the feet. The 
chief widow, now sitting on the funeral pile, apparently 
as calm as any American mother on her dying bed, called 
to her Klmruk Singh, the son, and Dliitui Singh, the 
favorite minisier, of the Maharajah, and, placing the dead 
king’s hand first in the hand of the royal heir, and then in 
the hand of the powerful minister, made them sw ear to 
i>e mutually faithful. They then retired, and a strong, 
thick mat of reeds was placed around aud over the ladies, 
and oil plentifully poured upon it. There they cowered, in 
silent expectation of the fatal moment. The braud was 
applied quickly, and the roaring flames leaped up and 
enveloped them, and in fifteen minutes nothing remained 
of the eleven beautiful women bu t a  heap of bones and- 
ashes.

Preparation w as now made to  convey part of their re
mains to the Ganges. Some of the bones and ashes of 
each were placed in urns; these were placed in separate 
paLnquins, richly decorated, and attended with the same 
pomp and splendor as if the Maharajah and his wives 
were still alive. Surrounded by guards and attendants, 
and accompanied by costly presents, such as shawls, 
decorated elephants and horses, with money, etc., for the 
Brahmins, the procession passed through the Delhi gate, 
amid the last royal salute from the fort and ram parts of 
the city.

The other and most determined instance of the suttee, 
in view of her age, etc., that is on record, is described bjr 
an English gentleman who was governor of that part of 
the country, and in whose presence it took place. He 
says: “ On receiving charge of the district of Jubble- 
pore in 1828 I issued a proclamation, prohibiting any 
one from assisting in suttee. On Tuesdajr, November 24, 
1829, I had an application from tlie heads of the most 
respectable families of Brahmins in the place, to suffer 
an old lady aged sixty-five years to burn herself with 
the body of her husband, Omed Sing Opuddea,. who 
had died that morning. 1 tiireatened to enforce my order 
and punish severely any man who assisted, and placed a 
police guard to see tha t no one did so. She remained 
sitting by the edge of the river, with the body, w ithout 
eating or drinking. The next day the body of her hus
band was burned to ashes in a small pit about eight feet 
square and four deep, before thousands of people who had 
assembled to see the suttee. A ll strangers dispersed 
before evening, as there seemed no prospects of my yield
ing to the urgent solicitations of her family, who, accord
ing to the rules of their faith, dared not touch food till she 
had burned herself, or declared herself willing to return 
to them. H er sons and grandsons, and some other 
relatives, remained with her, urging her to  d es is t; 
the rest surrounded my house, urging me to allow her 
to burn. She remaiued sitting upon a bare rock in the 
bed of the Xerbudda refusing any subsistence, and ex
posed to the intense heat of the sun by day and the cold 
by night, w ith only a thin sheet thrown over her shoul
ders. On Thursday, to cut off all hope of her being 
moved from her purpose, she put on the coarse red tur
ban, and broke her bracelets in pieces, by which she 
became dead in law, and forever excluded from caste. 
Should she choose to live after this she could never 
return to her family. H er children and grandchildren 
were stili with her, but all their entreaties were un
availing. I  became satisfied that she would S’a rv e  her
self to death if not allowed to burn, by which her tamily 
would be disgraced, her miseries prolonged, and I  
rendered liable to be charged with a  wanton abuse of 
authority, for no prohibition of the kind I had issued had 
as yet received the formal sauctiou of the Government. 
Early ou Saturday morning 1 rode out to the spot, and 
found the poor old widow still sitting with the coarse tur
ban around her head. She talked very collectedly, tell
ing me that she had determined to mix her ashes with 
those of her departed husband, and she would patiently 
wait my permission to do so, assured that God would 
enable her to sustain life till th a t was given, though she 
dared not eat or drink. Looking a t the sun, then rising 
before her over a long and beautiful reach of the N tr- 
bndda River, she said calmly, ‘ My soul has been 
for five days with my husband’s near that sun; no'hing 
but my earthly frame is left, and this I know you will in 
time suffer to be mixed Willi the ashes of his iu yonder pit, 
because it is not iu your nature or your usage wantonly 
to prolong the m iseries of a '¡poor old woman.’ I  replied,
‘ Indeed it is n o t : my object and duty is to save and pre
serve them, and I  am come to dissuade you from this

idle purpose, to urge you to live, and to keep your family 
from being thought jo u r  m urderers.’ She said, ‘ I  am 
not afraid of their ever being thought so ; they  havo 
all, like good children, done every thing in their power to 
induce me to live among them, and if I  had done so I 
know they would have loved me and houored me, but my 
duties to them have now ceased. Our intercourse and 
communion here end. I  go to attend my husband, Omed 
Sing Opuddea, with whose ashes on the funereal pile mine 
have already been three times mixed.’

“ This was the first tim e in her long life tha t she had 
ever pronounced the name of her husband ; for in India 
no woman, high o r low, pronounces her husband’s name. 
She would consider it disrespectful toward him to do so. 
When tlie old lady named her husband, as she did with 
strong emphasis, and in a very deliberate manner, every 
one present was satisfied she had resolved to die.

“ Again, looking a t the sun, she said ■with a tone and a 
countenance that affected me a good deal, ; 1 see them to
gether under the bridal canopy ! ’ alluding to  the ceremo
nies of m arriage; and I  am satisfied that she at that 
moment really believed that she saw her own spirit and 
that of her husband uuder the bridal canopy in Paradise, 
and equally believed that she had been, in three pluvi
ous births, three times married to him on earth, and as 
often had died with him, and m ust repeat it now' again.

“ I  asked the old lady wlien she had first resolved to 
become a  su ttee?  She told me th a t about thirteen years 
before, while bathing near the spot where she then sat, 
the resolution had fixed itself iu her mind as she looked 
a t the splendid temples ou the banks of the river 
erected by the different branches of the family over the 
ashes of her female relatives who had a t different times 
become suttees. Tw'o were over her aunts, another over 
her husband’s mother. They were very beautiful build
ings, erected a t great cost. She said she had never men
tioned her resolution to any one until she called out 
Su th ! S u th f Su th I  when her husband breathed his last, 
w ith his head in her lap, on the banks of the Nerbudda. 
to which lie had been taken when no hope remained of 
his surviving the fever of which he died.

“ I  tried to work upon her pride and her fears—told her 
tha t it was probable that the reut- free lands by which her 
family had beeu so long supported might be resumed by 
the Government as a m ark of displeasure against the 
children for not dissuading her from the sacrifice ; that 
the temples over her ancestors on the banks might be 
leveled with the ground, iu order to prevent their operat
ing to inouce others to make similar sacrifices; and, 
lastly, th a t not a single brick or stone should ever mark the 
place where she was burned if she persisted in her reso
lution; but that if she consented to live, a splendid habi
tation should be built for her among these temples, and a 
handsome provision assigned for her support out of tin  se 
rent-free lands; her children should daily visit her, and 1 
would frequently do the same. She smiled, held out her 
arm, and sa id : ‘ My pulse has long ceased to beat my 
spirit has departed, and I have nothing left but a little 
earth that I  wish to mix with the ashes of my husband. 
I  shall suffer nothing in burning; if you wish proof, order 
some fire, and you will see this arm consumed without 
giving me any pain.’

“ Satisfied that it would be unavailing to save her life, I 
sent for all the principal members of her family, and con
sented that she should be suffered to burn herself if they 
would enter into engagements that no other member of 
their family should ever do the same. This they all agreed 
to, and the papers having been drawn out iu due form, 
about mid-day I sent down notice to the old lady, who 
seemed extremely pleased aud thankful. The ceremonies 
of bathing were gone through with, the wood and other 
materials for a strong fire collected and put into the pit. 
She then rose up, and with one arm on the shoulder of 
her oldest son, aud the other on her nephew’s, she ap
proached the fire.

“ I  had sentries placed all around, and no one else was 
allowed to go within five paces of it.

“ As she rose up fire was set to the pile, and it was in
stantly  in a  blaze. The distance was about one hundred 
and fifty yards. She came on with a cairn and cheerful 
countenance, stopped ouce, and, casting her eyes upward, 
said, ‘ Why have they kept me five days from thee, my 
husband?’

“ On reaching the sentries her supporters stopped; she 
advanced, walked once round the pit, paused, aud while 
m uttering a prayer threw  some fiovvers into the fire. She 
then walked deliberately and steadily to the brink,
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s te p p e d  in to  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  f lam es, s a t  d o w n , a n d  le a n 
in g  b a c k  in  th e  m id s t, a s  i f  re p o s iu g  u p o n  a  conch , w a s  
c o n su m e d  w ith o u t  u t t e r in g  a  s h r ie k  o r  b e t r a y in g  o n e  

s ig n  o f  a g o n y .”

I N D I A .
P r o sp e c t s  o p  C h r i s t ia n i t y .—The follow 

ing interesting passage we copy from the Meth
odist M agazine for November, 1871. It indi
cates a steady, irresistible advance of Chris
tianity in India. The strong elements of 
society are being gradually drawn to it, and 
the ancient civilization of India is being visi
bly influenced and modified by it. The au
thor o f the passage quoted is lien. G. Smith. 
He says:

The prospects of the Church of India are now brighter 
than a t any previous period. The Church seems to have 
passed th a t early stage of which St. Paul said, “ Not 
many wise men after the fiesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called.” Of Hindooism it is doubtless 
true, as it w as of the old paganism, that God bath chosen 
the weak things, the base things, the despised things of 
this world to “ confound the things which are m ighty; . . .  
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things 
tha t are.” But while “ uo flesh should glory in his presence,” 
we may rejoice that, as years pass on, Christ shows his power 
as of old to yoke all that is wise and noble and great to 
his triumphal car, that kings are wise, and judges are in
structed to “ serve the Lord with fear.” Brahminism has 
sent its brightest ornaments in Krishna Mohun, Banerjea, 
and Pundit N ilakantha Gore, now ministers of Christ. 
Cultured teachers of government schools, like Gunga Ram 
and P rotester Rameh under of Delhi; distinguished uni
versity graduates, like Kalee, Mohun B anerjea; govern
ment clerks enjoying large incomes, like Behari Lai 
S ingh; deputy- magistrates, like Tarini Churn Mitter, have 
either sacrificed much to preach Christ to their country
men, or as judges, merchants, and physicians, commend 
the tru th  by their lives, and seek to propagate it by their 
purses and their pens. Not less remarkable are the 
recent converts in Upper India from Islam. Of the 
Moulvies who conducted the controversy w ith the late 
Dr. Plunder at Agra, three have yielded to the  tru th  of 
Christ; and  of these two are very learned men, Moulvie 
Safdar Ali of Jubbulpore, and Imadooddeen, who, before 
his death, was enabled to write one able work for his 
former eo-religiouists, and w as ordained by the Bishop of 
Calcutta.

M I S S I O N A R Y  H E R O I S M .
MORAVIAN MISSIONS IN' THIBET.

T h e  United Brethren are entitled to the honor of a t
tem pting missions in places the m ost remote and the most 
inhospitable. They began their endeavors in accordance 
with this plan, and in later times they have not departed 
from it. The self-denying laborers whom they have sent 
to Thibet are so m any witnesses to the fidelity of the 
Moravian Church to its ancient principles, and they are 
w itnesses as well to the faithfulness of Him who keepeth 
covenant and show eth mercy.-

A  representative of the Brethren made an address a t a 
missionary meeting in Switzerland some months since, 
which gives a clearer view, perhaps, of the recent progress 
and condition of the work in that inaccessible region than 
any statem ent hitherto published in the United States. 
H e is reported to have spoken as follows: “  I f  this were 
a mission of the Roman Catholic Church I think it would 
bear the name of 1 Our Lady of the Snows,’ since it is 
situated ten thousand feet above the sea level, intrenched 
in a valley behind the immense barrier of two chains of 
the Himalayas, cut off from all connection w ith the civil
ized world, and buried in snow during six months of the 
year. W hen missionaries go forth to distribute the 
Scriptures iu the adjacent Provinces of Thibet they cannot 
do so without surmounting passes which are from thirteen 
to sixteen thousand feet high. I t  was in these isolated 
places th a t two brethren w ent to establish themselves, 
iu 1857, in the midst of a population of Buddhist mount
aineers. They labored with zeal, with prayer, with per

severance ; bu t years passed away, and no fruit appeared. 
W hat was to be done? Leave this field of ungrateful la
bor? ‘ No. On the contrary, le t us establish ourselves 
more resolutely.’ The wives of the missionaries arrive, 
and with them the family begins, with its joys and its 
trials. Thereupon benevolent relations arise between the 
mission and the natives. A reihforcement m ust be sent 
for. A  third missionary family arrives. The Gospel is 
translated into the language of the people; a  press is e s 
tablished; the Scriptures are distributed by thousands; 
schools are opened; there is a  greater activity; but no 
fruit 1 l i  is time to ask again, ‘ W hat is to be done? Is 
it reasonable to cultivate such a barren field?’ H ear the 
answer. To the poor success of twelve long years the 
mission opposes an act of faith. A fourth, missionary 
couple repairs to this desperate position ; and to this act 
of faith, sustained and persistent, the Lord responded by 
an act of omnipotence. A  revival commenced, and the 
habitation of the sentinels of Christ upon tiie heights of 
the Himalayas was transformed into a Church in which 
the praises of God were heard in the Thibetan tongue. 
And still more. A  second station was founded a t Poo, iu 
the proviuce of Ivuuawour, and there also success begins 
to reward the patient and courageous efforts of the mis
sionary, Pagell. W hen he arrived a t his post, after cross
ing the snows and glaciers of several chains o f mountains, 
he found a green valley nine thousand four hundred 
feet above the sea, with its fields and fruit t r e e s ; but 
the m istrust and hatred of the people embarrassed 
him. No owner of land was willing to sell to h im ; no 
laborer was willing to help him to build his house. But 
what changes have taken place I I  read a few days since, 
in a letter of the same missionary, tha t his house could not 
hold the num ber of his hearers; that lie had resolved to 
build a chapel, and that scarcely had this resolution become 
known when one hundred and forty men of the village 
came to offer their services, and in three days they col
lected the materials necessary for the building. But hoar 
w hat direct intervention of the Lord occasioned this 
change of disposition. In  the year of Pagell's arrival the 
harvest failed throughout the country. Thereupon there 
was a great commotion among the people, already alarmed 
by a foreign enemy of their religion. They sent to 
consult the Grand Lama of Gartok. H e is a  kind of 
Buddhist sovereign pontiff, considered more or less in
fallible. The object of this consultation is obvious. I t is 
Balak summoning Balaam to curse the people of G od ; 
and this malediction, w ithout doubt, would have caused 
the destruction o f  the house, and the expulsion of the 
missionary. But now, as iu the time of Balak, God 
knows how to use his enemies so th a t they shall bless his 
people. The Graud Lama sent back the deputation with 
this declaration: A  stranger is come to dwell among
you, and you have caused him all possible embarrassment. 
This is the reason of the failure of your crop. Do him as 
much good hereafter as you have done him evil, and your 
fields will become fruitful again.’ ”— Mis. Herald.

FIRST M ETHODIST CHURCH IN ROME.
A  M e t h o d is t  Church in R o m e! How  

strangely this sentence sounds to the ea r! how  
bright and beautiful it looks on paper ! To the 
eye o f faith, how luminous in the future ! The 
news o f the first-fruits of this evangelical 
Church in Italy is coming back to the Church 
in England and the United States o f America, 
bearing testimony of the power of the Gospel 
to save. W e clip from the Wesleyan M is
sionary Notices for November the following 
passages, which speak of the constituting of 
the first Methodist Church in Italy, of the 
ministration of the sacraments therein, and 
of the triumphant death of an Italian 
Christian.

On the evening of the 13th of August the first Roman 
converts brought to Christ in connection w ith Methodist 
agency were admitted to the  communion of the Church. 
From the first, in connection with our work in Rome, we 
have had a little nucleus of Church members; but these 
were persons who had received the truth in other parts 
of Italy. On the date above mentioned seven men and

four women, whose hearts had boon touched under Scia- 
relli s own preaching in Romo itself, aud who, after several 
months’ special instruction, had given satisfactory evidence |
by lip and life of sound conversion, received publicly the |
Lord's Supper in sign aud confirmation of the faith in \
Christ.

Under any circumstances, death is n severe test of 
religious sincerity, especially in the casoofa young Church 
newly planted in alien soil aud surrounded bv hostile in
fluences. Yet, even tried by this test, our little Church 
in^Rome has proved itself “ a genuine work of the living 
God.” Maria Clemente, wife and mother, had heard and 
embraced the truth, and was under instruction for adnvR- 
sion to the Church, when her health began seriously to  
fail. She was a t that time a t Albano, and the minister was 
soon summoned to what was evidently a beu of death. The 
dying woman requested to have the sacrament adminis
tered to her. “ I  shall never forgei,” writes Sciarelli, 
“ that moment, full of salutary and holy feeling, whon, 
surrounded by several of our pious sisters., by her weep
ing husband and oldest daughter, ihis newly-called but 
faithful disciple of Christ exclaimed in the very wonls 
of her Divine M aster: " Father, if it be possible, leL this | 
cup pass from mo; nevertheless, not as 1 will, but as 
thou wilt I ” Partaking then, with sighs and tears, of the 
symbols of Christ’s body and blood, she testified of her 
faith iu him, aud declared hint her only and sufficient 
Saviour. Two days afterward the messenger came tor j 

her. During these two days of constant suffering she 
never lost her peace in God. Amid all the pains of m o r 
tal disease a smile was often visible on her lips—clear j 
evidence of the calm that reigned in her heart; aud even 
after the vital spark was extinct, the lineaments of her 
countenance still revealed the peace in which she had 
died.

She was buried in the Protestant cemetery, being the 
first Roman convert from Popery interred with evangel
ical rites in that, city. The novelty of the ceremony a t
tracted a great crowd of people, but no one ventured to 
disturb the solemn function even with a word or gosture 
of disrespect.

TROUBLE IN CHINA.
UY ltEV. DR. MACI.AY.

T he troubles in Christian missions in China 
seem to be confined to the northern and east
ern portions of the count rj\ The snares 
which are set to entangle the Christians are 
ingenious. The enemies seem intent on con
victing the missionaries of poisoning the wells 
of water, and of otherwise distributing poison 
by foreigners to kill the people. But God, in 
his merciful providence, has hitherto defended 
his servants, as the reader will sec by reading 
the following letter, just received at the .Mis
sion Rooms from Rev. Dr. Maclay, Super
intendent of our Foochow Missions. The j
letter is dated October 9, 1871. He says: |

In my last letter to you I gave a brief account of some 
of the sufferings to which our native Christians have been 
subjected in consequence of the late inflammatory reports 
against foreigners. I am now happy to inform you j
that the storm is gradually subsiding, and we hope tlio I
w orst is over. A t this juncture it may not be amiss for 
me to give yon some further incidents of the late persecu
tion.

1. W hile one of the American missionaries was walking 
one day through a street in Foochow, a native Christian 
who was a short distance behind him overheard a gang 
of ruffians arranging a plot to seize the missionary aud 
hand him over to the Chinese officers as a poisoner. *• Let 
us catch him,” Baid they, “ and iu the scuffle th ru st some 
poison into his pocket. We can carry him to the officer 
for examination, and the poison found on his person will 
be sufficient evidence to convict him.” The plot, thank 
God I waB frustrated by the timely disclosure of it to the 
missionary.

2. A t Chionhupwang, about one hundred miles west of 
Foochow, the mob caught a beggar and beat him almost 
to death in order to make him say that he had been hired 
by foreigners to poison wells, etc. H e a t last made the
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desired statement, and preparations were a t once made for 
pulling down our chapel and seizing the Christians. The 
Mandarin in charge of the town was informed of the state 
of affairs, and by his prompt interference prevented ihe 
mob from carrying out its programme.

3. A t Loktu, in the Minchiang district, sixty miles west 
of Foochow, the rabble of the place had agreed on the 
following plan for sacking our chapel: Some of their gang 
were to seek an opportunity stealthily 10 secrete some 
poison in the chapel. Then the mob was to collect and 
demand th a t the building should be searched, and the 
pretended discovery *bf the poison was to be the signal for 
a general onslaught. The Lord in this instance also 
mercifully frustrated the plans of these wicked men, and 
delivered his people.

4. In  Hinghwa city, eighty miles south of Foochow, the 
Mandarins led the way in getting up a panic. Inflam
matory placards had been posted throughout the city for 
weeks, b u t the people gave no attention to them. Sud
denly the Prefect (the highest authority in the place) de
clared that he was afraid any longer to use the water 
from his well, and from that time sent his coolies, under 
an escort of police, to procure water from the river out
side the city wall. This alarmed all the people, and for 
days the Ghristians were in imminent peril.

5. While the excitement in Hinglivva city was at its 
height every one expected th a t our chapel would be 
looted, and th a t a general attack would be made on the 
Christians. Our helper, (Hu Po Mi.) who, w ith his fam
ily, was living in the rear of the chapel, was advised to 
fly from the place. He stated to his wife the critical con
dition of affairs, and asked for her opinion as to the course 
they should adopt. W ith true Christian heroism, she 
quietly replied, “ Can you understand the length of life or 
the time of d e a th ? ” Delighted with this response, the 
helper dismissed from his mind all anxiety with regard to 
the present danger, and completed his arrangements for 
meeting any emergency tha t might arise. Recognizing 
the probability of an attack on the chapel, he arranged 
that if the attack was made he and his wife, together w ith 
their children, would take their seats in order in the chief 
room or hall of the house, he holding a copy of the JBible 
in his hand, and there await the issue. Thank God. the 
crisis passed w ithout harm to the Christians, and our 
helper, with his dear family, escaped the threatened 
danger 1

6. A t Changchow, forty miles west of Amoy, the 
Chinese Mandarins issued proclamations charging for
eigners w ith having concocted a plan for destroying the 
Chinese by poisoning wells, etc., e ta  Until these proc
lamations appeared the people were quiet, bu t on read
ing them they became enraged both against foreigners 
and native Christians. There is still a great excitement 
in that city.

GERMANY AND SW ITZERLAN D .
T h e  general tenor o f our correspondence 

from our German and Switzerland Mission 
Conference is-satisfactory. In some portions 
of the Conference there have been good re
vivals. This has been the case during the 
year. W e have not yet received the annual 
reports from the different districts, but we 
have received the report from the Zurich 
District from Brother C. Achard. Some o f  
the appointments are very prosperous. Zu
rich Circuit has sent off tw o colonies, and is 
preparing to send off a third colony or sta
tion, and still leaves her six hundred and 
four members and seventy-four probationers. 
The statistics o f the district are as follow s:

STATISTICS OF THE ZU RICH  DISTRICT.
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Zurich and Bulach. 604 74 21 1 2.576 18 125 1,270
Lenzburg.................. 54 2 5 372 4 10 150
U s te r ......................... 175 16 8 i 708 9 35 360
H o rg eu .................... 248 28 5 2 1,749 6 35 322
W in terthu r............. 207 11 6 869 6 31 280
St. G allen ................ 184 19 6 1 1,845 7 19 270
C ü u r........................ 38 13 7 * 447 4 5 70

T o ta l . . . .  1,510 163 58 5 8.56G 54 260 2,722

Zubicit, October 13, 1871.
I  m ust excuse myself for not sending you a report of 

ray district last year. The reason was that I was then 
quite unacquainted with our work in Switzerland, and I 
could not in the time between the Conference and the ses
sion of the General Missionary Committee visit my whole 
district without neglecting my circuit. T ou  are accus
tomed to hear of progress of the work in Switzerland. 
Although we could not rejoice in great victories last year, 
I  must, however, say th a t we received many blessings 
from our heavenly Father, as the following report will 
show y o u :

Z u r ic h  D is t r ic t—C. A c iia r d , Presiding Elder.
Zurich and AffoUern Circuit, C. Acbard and H. Kienast, 

Missionaries. Lenzburg was separated (1870) from this 
circuit, bu t we had notwithstanding six hundred and four 
members and seventy-four probationers at the last Confer
ence. W e had a revival in January. Sinners were con
verted, and the children of God were baptized w ith new 
power from on high. A t the last session of the Conference 
another part of the circuit, (nine stations,) Bulach, was 
separated, and I  hope that next year the third circuit will be 
disunited from the mother Church, Zurich. By this von 
see we are prospering. We have some very flourishing 
country stations. Our meetings are well attended. Our 
Sunday-schools are very encouraging; we expect great 
success from this part of the work. As the Constitution 
of the canton Zurich allows us to incorporate, we are 
making an application for this privilege, and I hope we 
will have the titles before the close of the year.

Bulach Circuit, W. Steinbrenner, Missionary. H ere we 
have good success. This field of labor has always been a 
child of sorrow. In  the beginning we were greatly per
secuted, so that the Government was obliged to protect 
us. Tiien came a time of quiet which was not very profit
able for the community. Now a new era seems to begin. 
The audience room is far from being large enough ; even tne 
stairs are filled with attentive hearers. A chapel is under 
such circumstances absolutely necessary, bu t for the w ant 
of money we m ust wait patiently. Our people are doing 
all they can, bu t they are too poor to raise the necessary 
means.

Lenzburg Circuit, T. W ettstein, Missionary. Here we 
have but little success. Until now this congregation con
sisted of females only, bu t last year a  few men joined the 
Church. Our Brother W ettstein, who was sent this year, 
is faithful, and is spreading the seed of the Gospel with 
patience, and I  hope not in vain.

Uster Circuit, F. Eilers, Missionary. Although our 
statistics show a decrease, still the work is progressing, 
and our members are growing in grace.

Horgen Circuit, E. Dietrich, Missionary. This work is 
well founded and very promising. W e have here an in 
telligent man who sustains the preacher, and who exerts 
a good influence upon the people. We have two chapels 
in the circuit,with about 40,000 francs debt on them ; but 
this sum is reduced every year by about one thousand 
francs. I f  the congregation did not have this debt to pa v 
they could support their preacher. Here we also have a 
good increase of members.

Winterthur Circuit, G. Hempel, Missionary. Diverse 
circumstances worked together to injure our cause. The 
consequence w as a decrease of members. However, we 
don’t cast away our confidence. Bettor times w ill come 
for W interthur. One great hinderance is also the want of 
a suitable chapel.

St. G-Alt-.il Circuit, C. Glaettli, Missionary. The meet
ings are well attended, especially in Rheineck, where we 
have a nice chapel, and more men than generally attend. 
The members are faithful and very active; they excel, 
especially in their liberality. A  few weeks ago there 
happened a very characteristic event. A t the request of 
some members our preacher baptized their little children. 
When the State Church aiuhorities heard o f it they com
plained to the Government. Brother Glaettli was sum
moned before the court, and Le was told th a t the law 
made it quite inadmissible for him to baptize anym ore so 
long as he and the parents of the children had not form
ally declared their withdrawal from the State Church, and 
received the titles of a dissenting Church corporation. 
The parents of the children were told tha t the baptism 
which had been performed by the M ethodist preacher 
was illegal, and that it m ust be performed by the State 
Church Pastor : they, therefore, should bring their 
child to be re-baptized. The father, being an inconstant 
character, feared the  punishment, and allowed the child

to be baptized a second time. So it happened in the year 
1871, in the free Republic of Sw itzerland!

Chur Circuit, C. Girtanner, Missionary. W e have a 
small congregation, but the members are true Christians. 
The waut of a chapel, or of a suitable audience room, is here 
more to be regretted than anywhere else. W e really must 
fear to take with us a respectable person to the place 
of worship we have now. The entrance especially looks 
like th a t of a den of robbers, but we cannot find any thing 
else. Of course, we cannot expect great progress till this 
difficulty is overcome. This circuit extends to Andeer. 
The road to that station leads us through the Yia Mala. 
The little village is about eight English miles from the 
borders of I ta l j\  May the time soon come when the 
brethren in Italy and in Switzerland will join hands and 
unite in the work of the Lord!

I may say that our work in Switzerland is entering into 
a new period. By the great nLimber of members who 
joined our Church the first years, we got a num ber of 
those who do not sit down first and count the cost. A 
short time they seemed to run well, but they have been 
hindered that they should not obey the truth. I think it 
is quite natural and necessary that, after having made a 
large draught of fishes, we subject them to a sifting pro
cess. Now I  think tha t this work is generally accom
plishing itself. Therefore I  would say that, although we 
have no large increase, even in some places a decrease, 
the work, notwithstanding, is progressing.

B E Q U E ST S A N D  D E V ISE S TO TH E  
M ISSIO NARY SOCIETY.

P e rso n s disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the fbllovv:ug form:

I give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o f  
t iik  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State of Xew York, the smn 
of ; and the re.ceipt of the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

F O R M  OF A  D E V IS E  OF L A N D  TO SAID  
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o f  
t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,” incorporated by the 
Legislature of the S ta teo f Xew York, the following lauda 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.

Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
of any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practi
cable a transcript of such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. W e have reason to 
believe bequests are left to the Missionary Society of which 
we have never been advised.

p ig " Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, a t New Y ork; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder of the dis
trict, or the Preacher in the circuit or statiou to which 
the contributor belongs.

T H E  M ISSIONARY ADVO CATE

Ts published on the third Tuesday of each month by the 

M issio n a r y  S o c ie t y  o f  t h e  M e t iio o ist  E p is c o p a l  
C h u r c h ,

A t 805 Broadway, New York.

I t  is under the editorial supervision o f the

Co r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A s s ist a n t  Co r r e sp o n d in g  S ec

r e t a r ie s  OF THE SOCIETY.

T e r m s .

The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society pro
poses to supply gratuitously the “ Missionary A dvocate” 
monthly to our Churches throughout the Connection, b u t 
in no case can the supply exceed one copy for every five 
member's of the Church. But the Board requires reason
able assurance that this shall be done without needless 
waste, and has charged the Secretaries and Treasurer to see 
that its wishes take effect.
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