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His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends o f the Earth.
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M ISSIONARY A N N IV ER S A R Y .
T h e  public services connected with the 

fifty-third anniversary o f the Missionary 
Society o f the Methodist Episcopal Church 
were held in St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the city of New York. A  commit
tee jsras appointed at the last annual meeting 
to make arrangements for a series o f mission
ary exercises, to be continued through two 
days, in connection with the usual anniver
sary. In pursuance o f this request o f the 
Society the committee arranged a programme, 
which was followed out without any failure 
iii the speakers, and with gratifying success, 
in the presence o f very intelligent and inter
ested audiences, limited indeed in numbers, 
doubtless by the severe storm which raged 
during the meeting.

The services opened on Monday morning, 
November 20th, with a missionary love*feast. 
The venerable President o f the Society, Bishop 
Morris, who had been able to attend the ses
sions o f the Missionary Committee held the 
previous week, was present and opened the 
meeting, although unable to preside. He called 
Dr. Lore to the chair, and requested him 
to take charge of the exercises. Bishop 
Ames was also present during the meeting. 
The devotional services were conducted by 
Dr. Miley. After a few pertinent remarks 
by the chairman, and a short address by the 
senior Secretary, very earnest and impressive 
speeches were made, chiefly o f a personal and 
experimental character, by Dr. Jacoby, lately 
returned from the superintendency of the 
German work, Pastor Hedstrom, o f the Scan
dinavian Mission in New York, Dr. Kidder, 
formerly connected with our South American 
field, Rev. George Pratt, o f Maine Conference, 
Dr. Waugh, o f the India Conference, and Rev. 
S. L. Baldwin, o f China. The last two breth
ren, at the close of their very effective and 
touching addresses, sang hymns in the vernac
ular o f their Hindostanee and Chinese flocks. 
Altogether, although all the exercises were 
unpremeditated, the meeting was one o f  pe
culiar profit and power, and was brought to 
a termination, not through any abatement of 
interest, but by the limit o f timé.

The Annual Meeting for the election o f 
Managers and’ Officers o f the Society, held 
according to the requisitions o f the Constitu
tion, occurred at the same place in the after
noon.

The time occupied by the tellers in count
ing the ballots was very profitably spent in a 
free discussion o f the present condition and 
promise o f our Spanish speaking missions upon 
our own continent. It was made evident, by 
the earnest and thoughtful address of, a mem
ber of the Society, illustrated by statistics 
which he had carefully gleaned from annual 
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reports, that serious misapprehension existed 
as to the amount o f  missionary money ex
pended upon this field, as to the influence for 
good exerted by these missions, and as to 
their prospective promise o f results com
mensurate with the labor and treasure ex
pended upon them. It was clearly demon
strated, in the responses o f Dr. Lore, Rev. 
W. II. Olin, Dr. Holdich, and the Secretaries, 
that a considerable portion of the money that 
had been annually appropriated to this field 
had remained unexpended—the work being 
largely self-supporting—that the field is ac
cessible and full of promise, and that very 
satisfactory results have followed the limited 
amount of attention which has been given to 
these our immediate neighbors, and to a 
tongue which numbers so large a population 
of unevangelized men upon our own quarter 
o f the globe. It was the very clearly ex
pressed sentiment of the meeting that, as the 
American Board has just determined not to 
do, our denomination should not delegate the 
work of discipling the Roman Catholic peoples 
entirely to the few missionaries of an unsec
tarian Society.

In the evening the annual sermon was 
preached by Rev. Thomas Guard, member 
o f the Irish Conference, and a Wesleyan mis
sionary in South Africa.

Mr. Guard’ s discourse was founded upon 
Isa. xxxii, 17: “  And the work o f righteous
ness shall be peace; and the effect o f right
eousness quietness and assurance forever.”  
The exordium of the sermon was a full discus
sion and illustration of the prevalence through
out the universe of the reign o f law, and this 
as manifestly existing in God’s spiritual as in 
his physical economy. Peace, quietness, and 
assurance are the necessary sequences o f right
eousness, and o f it alone. The latter is secured 
by the teaching, the life, and the death o f the 
Lord Jesus. To establish this law, with its 
blessed results, the world over, is the true 
missionary work. This outline, at consider
able length, with great richness o f language, 
fullness of illustration, and rapidity o f thought 
and utterance, the eloquent speaker filled up, 
much to the gratification and instruction of 
his audience.

On Tuesday morning the services were 
opened at half past ten under the chairman
ship o f Rev. J. M. Tuttle, o f New Jersey, the 
devotional exercises being led by Rev. John 
Parker. Before the reading of the essay ar
ranged for the occasion, Dr. Durbin introduced 
Rev. Virgil C. Hart, connected with one o f 
our three missions in China, and stationed at 
Kiu-kiang, between five and six hundred miles 
from the sea, in the interior o f the empire. 
He has been forced, most reluctantly, to re
turn with his sick wife, and awaits prayerfully 
the indications o f Providonce^s tq^his course

in the future. His heart burns with an in
creasing earnestness o f love for his great and 
needy field and for his beloved missionary 
work. A ll the present signs, despite the late 
civil outbreaks and political difficulties, seem 
to him to be ominous o f good in his present 
laborious but hopeful field of labor.

Dr. Lore was the appointed lecturer of the 
morning, and read an elaborate argument in 
defense o f the policy of concentration in for
eign missionary operations, as distinguished 
from the rapid establishment of new and 
small stations. He advocated the strength
ening o f prominent and hopeful positions in 
important centers o f influence, husbanding 
the limited funds o f the Society for this pur
pose rather than expending them in tentative 
attempts in new fields o f labor. A protracted 
and very lively debate followed the reading 
of this paper.

Brother Jacoby objected to a sentiment in 
the essay apparently affirming that Method
ism was not adapted to all peoples. That 
was what the Germans in this country and in 
Germany had said to him ; but he had proved 
that Methodism was adapted to Germans. He 
believed that the Methodist Church was to 
take the world. The Wesleyans have been to 
all quarters o f the globe and to the islands of 
the sea, and have found Methodism to work 
well every-where. We must have more money. 
The Church must give more. Providence 
has always led us. I wish the whole Church 
was here: I  would say, Let us have more 
money!

Dr. Wentworth said : I believe in doing a 
limited amount o f work well. The heathen 
world is not to be evangelized by one Church. 
It is to be divided for service among evangel
ical denominations. There should be an In
ternational Missionary Convention for the 
arrangement o f fields of labor. China has in 
some measure, and India also, been divided 
for purposes o f evangelization among the 
various Christian Churches. About five 
millions o f dollars are at present raised for 
missionary purposes; our comparative pro
portion o f this amount is certainly one fifth.

Rev. J. B. Merwin thought the commercial 
views o f the essay were not the inspired 
laws of evangelical success. The diminutive 
mustard seed growing to a large tree, the 
leaven in three measures o f meal, and imme
diate labor, although the harvest seemed 
distant, were the illustrations o f this law in 
the New Testament.

Rev. T. H. Landon: W e work in mission
ary fields as at home—go not where we are 
wanted, but where we are wanted most. 
W e must follow indications o f Providence. 
Go wherever God places his seal, and there 
concentrate our forces. Wherever the oppos
ing army has the thinnest front there we
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must mass our forces upon natural principles- 
Still this was not Paul’s course. He went 
pushing out every-where, and constantly 
seeking the peoples that were beyond.

Rev. Mr. Hollis thought we should be 
ambitious to cover the whole ground. He 
objected to the sentiment that nothing should 
be done until a great thing could be accom
plished. The whole history o f the Church 
was opposed to this statement.

Dr. Butler: There is much truth in the 
essay to which we have listened. Many 
missions have failed simply from feebleness. 
The great object of the Church is to raise up 
in all heathen lands self-supporting native 
Churches. Christ never sent men upon iso
lated missions. He sent them forth two 
by two, to sustain and comfort each other. 
The points in the heathen world where the 
Christian Church is accomplishing most is 
where her forces are strongest. This is emi
nently true o f the Wesleyan missions in the 
Fiji Islands and in the Society Islands. 
The real question is, In what way, with lim
ited means, can the greatest amount o f good 
be accomplished by the Church, by concen
tration o f  effort and treasure or by scat
tering ?

Dr. Curry: Our difference o f  opinion is 
only in respect to methods. The end we all 
propose is the world’s salvation. W e cannot 
overlook the pecuniary factor. I f  there is no 
money there will be no missions. God works 
by means. It is just as holy and necessary 
a work to give money as to preach the Gos
pel. W e must remember that money is lim
ited; the Holy Ghost indeed is not. W e 
must then ask, How shall we make our lim
ited amount o f money accomplish the most 
good ? In the beginning o f a movement we 
operate tentatively, and sometimes fail; but 
when, by an experiment, we find a good 
opening, then we must follow it up. W e 
must mass our forces where we can most 
effectually accomplish service. W e have 
now successful fields enough in which we 
can expend wisely all we can raise. Shall 
we seek to expend more than the Church 
bestows ?

Gilbert Haven: The essayist does not 
mean to kill the missionary enterprise, but 
if the doctrine o f it were preached through 
the Church we should have no money. Our 
success in raising money depends upon our 
faith and enthusiasm. Our Saviour, and the 
great leader o f our Church, say the field is 
the world. Methodism is to take the world. 
It is to triumph over all other doctrinal sen
timents. The Pope appoints his bishoprics 
every-where. He has a hundred of them in 
heathen lands. W hy should not the great 
Methodist Church have her representatives 
every-where? The history o f the Church 
Extension Society in New York city, under 
the leadership o f Dr. Curry, shows that the 
liberality o f the Church rises promptly with 
the faith and courage o f those that plan her 
enterprises. A  few years ago only five thou
sand dollars were raised with difficulty, but 
now forty thousand annually come freely 
from her hands. Send out the right men, 
and change them if incompetent. W e ought 
to raise a million o f dollars. W e must not

look back.. W e must take courage from our 
faith, iiot from our fears. W e ought to be 
in Mexico to-day as a Church.

Dr. Lore thought all the speakers had, in 
substance, agreed with the essay. W e are 
here simply considering the human factors, 
not arranging laws for the operation o f the 
Holy Ghost.

Tuesday afternoon. Rev. Thomas M. 
Eddy presided ; Rev. Dr. Thompson, o f the 
Wilmington Conference, conducted the pre
liminary exercises. Dr. Wentworth, ac
cording to appointment, proceeded to read 
an essay upon the expediency of a reorgani
zation o f the benevolent operations o f the 
Church. The paper was very able, and was 
listened to with close attention by the audi
ence present. The major part o f it was 
devoted to an exhaustive consideration o f the 
question o f the entire separation of the home 
and foreign work, and the placing o f  them 
under two distinct Boards o f management. 
Such a consummation the lecturer thought 
greatly to be desired, and that it would tend 
to secure for each Board about the same 
amount o f money now raised for both.

Brother T. W . Price, o f Philadelphia, 
urged very strenuously the division o f the 
two Boards. He had for many years been 
convinced o f the necessity o f such a course. 
Our people are bewildered by the manner in 
which the subject o f missions is presented. 
All the addresses made call for aid for the 
heathen world, while but a small percent, of the 
amount raised goes in that direction. In the 
last seven years an average o f but little more 
than twelve per cent, has been devoted to 
purely heathen nations. I am happy to know 
that this per cent, is increasing, and is now 
over twenty. He questioned the wisdom of 
our large appropriations for the Southern and 
the home work generally.

Rev. W . H. Olin agreed with the essayist, 
but could not admit o f any invidious distinc
tions between the two departments o f mis
sionary service. Our home missions to 
natives and foreigners, our missions among 
unevangelical Christian nations, and our 
purely heathen work, are equally important. 
The Providence o f God has clearly indicated 
the expediency o f the large increase o f ex
penditure during the last few years o f money 
in the home work, especially among the 
freedmen.

Dr. Haven sustained the essayist, and 
defended the Board in its large outlays at the 
South. Our people are ordinarily well in
formed as to the direction taken by the mis
sionary lunds. I f  we have two societies we 
can raise more, probably twice as much. It 
will not harm the Churches. Collections 
come chiefly from comfortable societies. We 
do not take too many o f them. The preach
ers are more timid than the people on this point.

Rev. S. L. Baldwin. All the foreign mis
sionaries o f the Church are in sympathy with 
the sentiments o f the essay.

Rev. J. M. Bulkley thought there might 
be too many collections. Many o f the 
Churches, his among others, he thought were 
giving more than they ought. People do not 
wish4 to be constantly approached with such 
appeals to their benevolence. I  am utterly

at losé how to bring in all the collections I  
wish to take up.

At half past seven o’clock P. M. thé anniver
sary proper was held in the presence o f  a good 
audience. The Scriptures were read by Dr. 
Thomas M. Eddy, and prayer was offered by 
Rev. Mr. Freund, o f the East German Con
ference. Bishop Ames presided, and intro
duced the speaking and the speakers with 
short and singularly appropriate addresses. 
A  traveler, he remarked, upon a long journey, 
when he reaches an eminence delights to 
enjoy an unobstructed observation o f the 
path he has taken and o f the obstacles he has 
overcome. The fifty-third anniversary o f the 
Missionary Society afforded such a point o f 
vision. W e can see the many and serious 
obstacles in our path which from time to time 
have impeded our progress, and how it has 
pleased God to remove them. W e have no 
occasion for exultation, but much for thanks
giving to God. W e should be grateful for 
the past and the present, and ought to do 
better in the future.

Dr. J. M. Waugh, o f the India Mission, 
who was introduced as the first speaker, 
remarked that twelve years o f speaking and 
thinking in the Hindoostanee vernacular 
made him feel more at ease before a congre
gation o f the natives o f India than o f his 
own countrymen. I f  the missionary element 
were taken out o f the Church it would be a 
dead Church. Those local Churches that 
have the missionary spirit are ready for every 
good word and work. The Churches at 
home do not wish rose-colored reports, but 
actual facts. An English officer sent home 
a pencil picture o f a battle scene in North
ern India, with a sketch o f the struggle. lie  
was horrified, when the paper containing his 
illustration reached India, to find that palm 
trees had been introduced into it, although 
the battle occurred in a latitude where the 
palms never grew. To his protestations the 
answer was returned that the British public 
demanded palm trees in all Indian pictures. 
Many Christians demand imaginary and im
possible events in the reports o f foreign mis
sionaries. There is a call for statistics, but 
many o f  the most important and hopeful 
results o f missionary service cannot be tabu
lated. Influence cannot easily be measured. 
God has done much for India. It has larger 
boundaries than the United States and loftier 
mountains. It has magnificent rivers and 
broad plains. Intelligent Hindoos say, “ You 
bring many good things from the West, but 
when your fathers were naked savages we 
were enjoying a high order o f civilization^ 
Do you teach us religion? See what our 
religion has done for u s!”  W e can readily 
retort, “ Our religion has raised us from the 
condition o f savages to our present state; 
you have made no advance in two thousand 
years, but have fallen back from the civiliza
tion o f your fathers.”  But there is an argu
ment they use not so easily answered. One 
of our missionaries met an old Hindoo: You
tell a falsehood,”  said he abruptly. “ You 
say that more than eighteen hundred years 
ago a pure incarnation o f Deity came out of 
heaven as a teacher. There 'is no nation 
under heaven where such an event could be
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kept so long a secret. It would have been 
declared the world over. How could it have 
been kept concealed for more than eighteen 
hundred years? You tell a falsehood ! ”  It 
is certainly difficult to aceount for the apathy 
o f Christian people with such a truth in their 
keeping. India has a population o f two hun
dred and twelve millions o f Hindoos and 
Mohammedans, the latter forming about one 
fifth o f the population. One must go to 
heathendom to form any adequate idea of 
heathenism. There is something horrible in 
its thick, dark, impure, oppressive atmos
phere. It presses upon all, Christians and 
idolaters, and only constant accessions o f 
grace preserve spiritual life in even the hearts 
o f missionaries.

What has been done in the last half cen
tury? Has India been an unfruitful field? 
In 1800 Dr. Cary baptized his first converts, 
and now Christian hymns in the vernacular 
are sung by native disciples all over the 
province o f Bengal. Whole towns and vil
lages have now become Christian. Thou
sands of miles o f railway cross the country 
in every direction, breaking down caste and 
bringing the people together. While the 
Grand Duke Alexis was riding up Broadway, 
enjoying his impressive reception, the ac
counts o f it, flashed across the telegraph 
wires, were being read in the streets o f Bom
bay. In our own mission in India every 
form o f aggressive Christianity was insti
tuted at once upon the opening o f the enter
prise by Dr. Butler: public conversations, 
schools, zenana visitations, especially under 
the charge o f the late Woman’s Mission 
movement, industrial institutions for young 
and old, orphanages, and refuges for those 
driven by their friends from their homes for 
Christ’s sake. Between seventeen and 
eighteen hundred meinbers are now gathered 
within our Churches. Conversions and re
vivals are of constant occurrence, and, as one 
missionary writes me, are becoming chronic 
in India. The Bible, readily understood by 
Oriental people, is circulating widely. Social 
customs are taking on the most hopeful 
changes under the influence o f the British 
colonial government. W e have ever recog
nized the necessity and rejoiced in the pres
ence o f the Holy Ghost. I have known the 
purest and highest order o f Christian charac
ter to be developed among our converts. 
I have stood by many death-beds and re
ceived the clearest and most assuring testi
monies from dying native Christians. A  
small but a courageous and devoted band are 
at work in India. Stand by them with your 
prayers and contributions!

Dr. - Jacoby, after twenty-two years’ ab
sence from his adopted country, preaching 
in his native tongue, found it embarrassing to 
speak to a congregation in the English lan
guage. He therefore begged the reporters 
particularly to have mercy upon him. He, 
however, was- readily understood, and his 
accent and idiom added to the interest of his 
simple personal and instructive discourse. 
By facts eoming nndjer his own observation 
he answered satisfactorily the questions, Was 
our missionary work in Germany a necessity? 
Has it been successful^ What has been the
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influence o f it? What are our prospects? 
W e have a membership o f eight thousand in 
Germany and forty preacher»!. W e have a 
fine seminary in Frankfort, established by 
the donation o f  Brother JIartin, who may yet 
further endow it. W e have a newspaper and 
a Book Concern, from which by its daily 
prayer-meeting young men have been sent 
to our Institute and into the ministry. W e 
have distributed as many tracts as the parent 
Society at home. W e have large and inter
esting Sunday-schools. There are indeed 
serious obstacles arising out of the demorali
zation o f the country and the condition of 
the State Church, and from the heavy debts 
which oppress our societies, but we have 
strong encouragements and well grounded 
hopes for the future.

The last speaker was Rev. H. A. Cleve
land, to whose Church, the Trinity M. E. of 
Philadelphia, the Bishop paid the compli
ment o f being the Church which led in large 
contributions.

Mr. Cleveland, in a very earnest and elab
orate address, discussed the proposition that 
the continuance and ultimate triumph of 
Christianity in the world are assured by its 
author, nature, history, and allies. The 
services were closed with the doxology, and 
a benediction by Bishop Janes.
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I N D I A .
M o r a d a b  a.d  D is t r i c t .

Ottb correspondence from India indicates, 
on the whole, a steady advance in our various 
missions there. An average specimen of 
their condition is presented in the following 
extracts from a letter from Brother Mansell, 
Presiding Elder o f the Moradabad District. 
It is dated at Nynee Tal, October 2. He 
says:

It is now the proper date for sending forward the third 
quarterly report for this district, but as the annual report 
is to be sent in early in November I have not collected any 
particulars from the brethren in charge ior this quarter. 
The rains have been unusually trying the past quarter, 
but we are now getting a few snuffs o f dry, cool air. and 
are preparing all over the district for a vigorous winter 
campaign.

Moradabad.— Brother Wheeler and family have been in 
quite feeble health during most o f the quarter, and have 
been ordered to the Hills to recruit. They are liore and 
are all better, and will ere long be home at their work.

Sambhal̂  Amroha.— Brother Parker’s work lias, o f 
course, been doubled by Brother Wheeler’ s absence, but 
he is carrying it on vigorously and successfully. He is 
trying hard to secure property and erect suitable build
ings for chapel and schooI-houBe in the city o f Moradabad. 
This is the pressing want o f .the work there.

Nynee Tal.— Dr. Humphrey has pushed on his work with 
great vigor. It has so many departments that tt is quite 
too much for any one man to do. He has eight medical 
students ready to graduate this year. The schools are all 
farther advanced than ever before, and the Church, both 
European and native, is exerting a wide influence. Be
tween preaching in Hindustanee aud English, and teaching 
constantly his medical class, his lungs have failed some
what, and he has called me to help him a few weeks, so 
tliat next week the examination will take place, and the

season’s work will close up verr creditably, ouly to begin 
harder at the foot of the mountains.

Bijnour.— Brother Jackson has been hard at work, and 
reports progress. He has just engaged a competent head
master for his Bijnour school, and will thus have more 
time for his other very interesting work.

GurhwaL— All the work in Gurliwal has gone on well. 
The chapel, and some o f the recitation rooms ot the school- 
liouse, will soon be ready for occupancy.

I  expect to hold three or four days’  meetings at all the 
posts occupied in the district before conference.

C H I N A .
Thk following communications from Rev. 

Dr. Maclay, under date o f  August 10, will 
be read with deep interest. The severity of 
the contest in China between the Christian 
religion and the heathen attests the growing 
strength of the Christian party. Dr. Maclay 
says:

I  seud you herewith a translation o f an anonymous 
inflammatory placard against foreigners, which has 
been posted recently in Foochow, and also a translation 
o f a proclamation issued by the Government officials 
on the subject. The perusal o f  such documents will 
give our friends at home some idea of at least one clasH 
o f the difficulties we encounter in our work among the 
Chinese. The placard I send you bears an ominous 
resemblance to the vile placards circulated in North 
China before the Tientsin massacre. A t Canton, too, 
within the past few weeks, placards o f a similar charac
ter have been circulated, and there is considerable ex
citement there on the subject.

I am thankful to say that, as far as I know, the peo
ple o f Foochow have not given much attention to the 
placard which I send you, and it is probable that the 
prompt aud vigorous action o f the Chinese officers on the 
subject will intimidate any fire-brands who may be 
among us. The Government, I think, sincerely desires 
to preserve peace, and I have good lio|>e that, with 
God’s blessing, their efforts will be successful.

The placard I send you, though posted in Foochow, 
bears evidence o f having been prepared in Canton. You 
will see by tho proclamation I send you herewith that 
the Foochow officials assert in terms sufficiently direct 
(though not very complimentary to their provincial 
neighbors) that the placard in question came from Can
ton. It is a fortunate circumstance for ns that the peo
ple of Foochow have no love for the Cantonese. In the 
present case the Foochow officials are ouly too happy to 
throw the odium o f having prepared thiB disreputable 
placard upon the Cantou people.

While the heathen rage I  trust God’B people will pray 
earnestly for the conversion o f  ihe Chinese.

A n o n y m o u s  I n f l a m m a t o r y  P l a c a b d  a g a in s t  F or
e ig n e r s , p o s t e d  in  F o o c h o w .

(Translation.)

Recently foreigners have been secretly concocting 
schemes for the purpose o f grievously injuring the peo
ple. They have erected churches into which they 
inveigle women for licentious purposes. Whoever sees 
these outlandish foreigners, with tlieir hideous faces and 
eyes, is constrained to hate them. How happens it, 
then, that people are willing to enter their Society and 
associate with them? Truly we are concerned. These 
stupid foreigners, unable to appreciate the value of 
money, employ many devices. They bribe persons to 
feign themselves Tauist priests, and engage old women, 
whom they send into the country villages to circu
late false stories concerning a pestilence which they say 
is about to come upon the people. Tbey then offer to 
the people a poisonous medicine called “ Mysterious 
Fairy Powder," and get womeu in all the villages to mix 
it with rice flour in the form of cakes or tidbits, which, 
when cooked, are first offered to the idols, and afterward 
eaten by those who offered them, in the belief that this 
will protect them from the pestilence. AUrnl they do 
not think that within twenty days after eating these 
cakes the feet o f the males and the bellies o f the females 
begin to swell, and that it is very difficult to cure the 
disease. In all this the sole object o f foreigners is to 
entice people into their Society under the pretense o f
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curing the disease, and when they succeed in getting 
them into their Society they cause every female to sub
mit to their licentious desires ad libitum. A las! alas! 
Innocent females, after taking this poison, yield them
selves to pollution, and thus become objects o f hatred to all.

Whenever any o f these persons, whether male or fe
male, enter any village to give out their poisonous medi
cine they should be treated like vagabonds. Don’t, by 
any means, spare them. Thus will you save the lives of 
the people from the poisonous machinations o f these 
stupid foreigners. This thing has already (in connection 
with the provincial idols) injured a great many females. 
W e therefore prepare and post this placard, that all good 
people may fear and be cautious, and thus avoid being 
ensnared by idle words. It is our earnest desire that 
good people will copy this placard and circulate it every
where, thus performing a most meritorious deed.

Tung Che, 10th year, 5th moon, 20th day.
(July 7, 1871.)

Recipe for counteracting the above-named poison: 
Take poedera fetid  (pigeon’s dung) and the crab-aster 
flower, mix and sweeten with honey. This, if taken, will 
effect a cure.

G o v e r n m e n t  P r o c l a m a t io n  w it h  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e

A n o x y m o o s  I n f l a m m a t o r y  P l a c a r d  a g a in s t  F o r 
e ig n e r s , p o s te d  a t  F o o c h o w .

(Translation.)

Tien, Prefect o f Foochow, Sia, Superintendent o f Trade, 
Si oh, Magistrate o f  the Min District, and Hiong, Magis
trate o f the Ankwan District, make this official Procla
mation for general information.

The preparation o f poison for the purpose of injuring 
people, and the teaching o f persons how to administer 
it, are crimes o f the most heinous character. The post
ing o f anonymous placards, and the spreading of false 
reports to disturb people's minds, are also very serious 
offenses against the laws. A ll (guilty o f any of these 
crimes) are alike to be at once arrested and examined for 
appropriate punishment. A t this time we are informed 
that in Canton a class o f  vagabonds, connected with the 
provincial idols, are carrying about a poisonous medicine 
which they falsely call by the euphonious name “  Myste
rious Fairy Powder,”  deceitfully representing that it will 
cure diseases. After eating it the person’s belly at once 
swells, etc., etc. In  Foochow there is nothing o f all this.

Recently there has come from Canton an anonymous 
placard, circulating every-wliere lying reports falsely 
maligning foreign missionaries. Fearing lest some 
vicious people may take advantage o f  this to benefit 

*  themselves while injuring others, we therefore have sent 
out police to search and make arrests; and now, as is 
proper, we issue this proclamation, that all classes, mili
tary and civil, may understand. You all know that if 
you are not sick you need not take medicine, and that if 
you are sick you should call in a physician and take 
the remedies he prescribes. Under no circumstances 
should you take medicines offered by strange travelers, 
of whose surnames even you are ignorant, thus bringing 
trouble upon yourselveB. I f  any vagabonds dare se
cretly to distribute their medicines, no matter whether 
in the city or country, we authorize you to seize them 
and deliver them, with their medicines, to the officers for 
examination and punishment With regard to those who 
post anonymous placards to spread lying reports for the 
purpose o f disturbing people's minds, hoping in this way 
to stir up trouble, you should at once seize them that 
they may be severely punished. Beware lest you allow 
yourselves to be entrapped in the meshes o f the law. 
Let all reverently obey, and not violate, this direct procla
mation.

Tung Chi, 10th year, 6th moon, 21st day.
(August 7, 1871.)

ROMAN CATH OLIC PROGRESS.
W e  do not refer to the progress o f evan

gelical religion in the hearts o f the people, 
but rather to progress in modern civilization, 
an increase in mental, moral, and social 
power. Clergy and people are beginning to 
blend in popular assemblies, and to discuss 
the questions o f the day in the same way that 
Protestants do. This discussion insensibly 
leads to liberal views and feelings which are 
the foundations o f modern society. W e give

below an account of a popular meeting for dis
cussion lately held in Switzerland. The man
ners a9 well as the sentiments were imbued by 
the free spirit o f  that free country. All such 
exhibitions tend to break down the wall of

fartition between Roman Catholics and 
‘rotestants, and to bring nearer the time 

when there shall be one fold and one Shep
herd. The Evunyelical Christendom for 
October says:

On two days of last month upward of two thousand Swiss 
Roman Catholics assembled in Fribourg to celebrate the an
niversary of the founding o f the “  Pius Verein,”  (an asso
ciation formed for the propagation o f the Roman Catholic re
ligion,) and to discuss a number o f  the religious and general 
questions o f the day. Each o f the cantons o f Switzerland 
was represented by numerous delegates. The Bernese Jura 
alone sent one hundred and fifty members, and from Gene
va, Valais, Aargau, Lucerne, St. Gall, and Tessin the attend
ance, both o f priests mid laymen, was very great. A t eight 
o'clock on the morning of the 5th ultimo mass was celebra
ted in the Cathedral Church o f St. Nicholas, which was 
specially decorated for the occasion. A  sermon was then 
preached by Mgr. Marilley, the Bishop of Fribourg, which 
produced so great an effect that the congregation showed 
some disposition, it is said, to break out into applause. 
It was intended to hold the next meeting at the Lyceum 
Theater, but the crowd o f persons who wished to enter was 
b o  great, and the heat became so stifling, that it was resolved 
to adjourn to the court-yard of the College, where a tem
porary stage, ornamented with flowers, was erected, and 
used by the different orators as a platform from which to 
address the audience. M. Th. de Scherrer, President 
of the Association, opened the meeting in a few words of 
welcome (in German and French) to the members pres
ent, after which he enumerated the various subjects 
which were to be handled at this, the thirteenth general 
meeting o f the society. Before commencing the discussion 
o f  any subjects, however, he proposed to dispatch to the 
Tope, by telegram, an address o f sympathy and respect. 
The proposal was enthusiastically agreed to, and the com
mittee at once wrote the address, which was read and 
approved by the meeting. M. Gendre, in the name of 
the French-speaking sections o f  the association, gave a 
hearty welcome to the numerous visitors, and spoke o f the 
gravity o f the situation, o f the dangers with which Roman 
Catholicism in Switzerland is menaced, and invited liis 
hearers to unite in defending their rights by tire same 
means as those employed by their adversaries in , attack
ing the fundamental principles o f their faith. The most 
important speech was, however, one made by a Capuchin 
monk, who is reported to have fairly taken his audience 
by storm. He spoke o f Liberalism in the following terms: 
“  There is first liberty, then liberalism, and lastly license. 
There is also pagan Liberalism, heretical Liberalism, and 
Catholic Liberalism. The last is the worst o f all, the 
Holy Father having declared it to be especially danger
ous, and it is difficult to understand what it really means. 
Luiher is the father o f modern Liberalism and impiety, 
and one o f his most devoted disciples, Guizot, has fol
lowed in his footsteps by insisting that the Church should 
only speak to the heart and intellect, and discard alto
gether any appeal to physical force. Now, I unhesitat
ingly tell you that in my opinion, the State is the true 
father o f the family. The Liberals want us to bring up 
children by kind words and persuasion; the Holy Script
ures, on the contrary, tell us to chastise them. Saint 
Francis de Sales was well whipped by his father for his 
first and last fault, and so effectual was the correction that 
he never forgot it. The State, in the same way, ought to 
employ, not argument, but the rod. Liberalism has pro
duced assassination, ignorance, and immorality; and 
Socialism is its natural offspring. I  will cite only the two 
Revolutions o f 1793 and 1870 as proofs o f the correct
ness of what I  assert. Stand fast, then, I beseech you, 
to Conservative Catholicism, and the truth shall make you 
free.”  During the delivery o f  this speech, and at its con
clusion, the audience expressed their approval o f  the 
sentiments enunciated by the most enthusiastic applause. 
A  banquet followed, at which more than one thousand 
guests sat down. After the health o f the Pope had been 
given, Mgr. Marilley, in reply to the toast o f the Swiss 
bishops, said: “ No one.can equal the Swiss bishops in 
their earnest desire to stend by their flocks and see justice 
done to them; and if it becomes necessary to stand in 
the breach, if we must pay with our lives for our devo

tion to the cause o f truth and justice, yonr bishop will 
be the first to do so.”  Various other toasts followed, 
and these having been disposed of, the company broke up.

BEQUESTS AMD DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e rso n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

1 give and bequeath to “ T he  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  or 
t h r  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature o f the State o f  New York, the sum 

: and the receipt o f the 
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the Bame.

FORM  OP A  D EVISE OF LAN D  TO SAID 
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “ T he  M is s io n a r y  So c ik t y  or 
t h e  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r ch ,”  incorporated bv Lite 
Legislature o f the State o f New York, the following íands 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever. <

£3?”  Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly aud carefully into the facts 
o f any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practi
cable a transcript o f such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. W e have reason to 
believe bequests are left to the Missionary Society of which 
we have never been advised.

Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society o f the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New Y ork; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder o f the dis
trict, or the Preacher in the circuit or statiou to which 
the contributor belongs.

TH E MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by the 
M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o r  t h e  M e th o d is t  E p is o o p a i.

Ch u r ch ,

A t 805 Broadway, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision o f the

Co r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A s s ist a n t  Co r k b sp o n d in g  Sec
r e t a r ie s  o f  t h e  So c ie t y .

T e r m s .

The Board of Managers o f the Missionary Society pro
poses to Bupply gratuitously the “ Missionary Advocate ”  
monthly to our Churches throughout the Connection, but 
in no case can the supply exceed one copy for every five 
members o f the Church. But the Board requires reason
able assurance that this shall be done without needless 
waste, and has charged the Secretaries and Treasurer to see 
that its wishes take effect.

f3T* T h e  Co n d it io n s  on which this general and gratui
tous distribution has been authorized, and with which all 
parties wishing to avail themselves o f its advantages are 
expected strictly to comply, are the following, namely:

1. Application must be made by the “ Committee on 
Missions”  appointed by the Quarterly Conference, o f 
which the Preacher in Charge is Chairman.

2. The application must be in writing, and must state 
that it was written by order o f the Committee.

3. The application must set forth the number o f mem
bers in fu ll connection in the Church on whose behalf the 
application is made.

4. In the application the Committee must promise to 
prevent waste o f the papers, aud to see that they are 
properly distributed.,

5. The Committee must give specific instructions how 
to direct and send the papers, and agree to provide for 
the postage or freight on the same at the place where 
they are received.

6. All applications are to be addressed to the Secretaries 
at the M issio n  R o o m s , 805 Broadway. New York.

In this liberal missionary movement the Board relies 
on the honor and fidelity o f the Missionary Committees in 
the several Churches respectively for the faithful accom
plishment o f its wishes.

Though it may cost you some trouble to carry out the 
foregoing regulations, yot we must be persuaded that 
your love for the cause, andjyour zeal in promoting its 
interests, will lead you che^fnH^- and faithfully to fulfill 
conditions which our experience has shown to be well- 
nigh indispensable to a successful administration of this 
important branch of our work.


