
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends o f the Earth.
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LIBERIA— AFRICA— EXPLORATIONS.
Fon nearly half a century a Christian State 

has existed on the western coast of Africa, be
tween Cape Mount on the north and Cape 
Palmas on the south. Owing to various grave 
obstructions it has not rapidly expanded out
wardly, or improved within its own borders. 
One of the chief reasons for its want of success 
is the unhealthiness of its climate. It is a 
warm, swampy country, covered with rank 
vegetation and heavy forests, and very ener
vating. These swamps and forests have ren
dered it Tjery difficult to make durable roads. 
Neither horses nor cattle thrive there. The 
people are devoted to trade and commerce, to 
the neglect of agriculture. And yet from the 
foundation of the republic there has prevailed 
an opinion that within a hundred miles of the 
coast there are high, dry, healthy, and fertile 
regions, well filled with people, accessible to 
enterprise, and profitable for trade.

The various Missionary Societies established 
missions in the republic with an intention and 
hope of penetrating this unknown interior. 
Some attempts were made occasionally, but 
the success was inconsiderable. But within 
the last few years various individuals have 
devoted themselves to the exploration of the 
countries which are adjacent to Liberia, and 
have visited the most important and powerful 
tribes. These explorations have extended for 
two hundred miles or more into the interior. 
The explorers found high, dry, and lofty 
ranges of mountains, a productive, though 
rude cultivation, and the people in possession 
.of the first elements of domestic science and 
art. Two religions were found prevailing, 
the heathen and the Mohammedan. The hea
thenism is not so revolting and debasing as 
that which prevails ne.irer the coast, and the 
Mohammedanism has gradually mollified the 
repulsive and horrid ceremonies and services of 
the fetich worship. Mohammedanism prevails 
largely in the interior, and extends down to 
the coast in several places, and has been evi
dently introduced peacefully from the east 
and south. It has triumphed by persuasion 
alone, and is a living and beneficent power in 
Africa to-day. It is the only instance, we 
think, in which Mohammedanism is missionary 
or aggressive. It has brought with it the 
Arabic language, and some little Arabic learn
ing. The Mandingoes and Veys, on the north 
and north-east, read, and to some extent 
speak, the Arabic. There are mosques in all 
the principal towns, and regular worship is 
had in them according to Moslem practice. 
Should the missions in Liberia extend their 
operations to the Bopora and Barline coun
tries, to the east and north-east, as they ought 
to do, Christianity and Mohammedanism will 
confront each other in religious but peaceful 
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conflict. W e  earnestly hope and advise our 
Liberia Annual Conference to take measures 
to found an effective mission in these higher 
and healthier regions.

The following extracts we take from a 
lengthy article in the April number of the 
Spirit o f  Missions of the Protestant Epis
copal Church:

Spread out before the Church is a country of consider, 
ablo elevation, comp.'irative salubrity, and exceeding 
beauty, diversified with hills and valleys, rich in its min
eral and agricultural products, irrigated, says one trav
eler, by beautiful streams of water which would appar
ently give life to the dead by their exhilarating coolness 
and purity. •

The tribes of this interior region are larger than those 
upon the const, and exercise their power and influence 
over corresponding areas of country, an important fact in 
view of missionary enterprise. They are free to a degree 
from the petty jealousies and rivalries which characterize 
the smaller tribes bordering the Atlantic and prevent free 
travel and extended intercourse.

Its inhabitants are people of manly presence, full of en
terprise and intelligence, bent on bettering their condition, 
and ready to receive improvement from any source, from 
Mohammedanism on the East, or l’rom Christianity 011 the 
West.

At the distance of about one hundred and twenty miles 
interior ward is the country of the Barline people; a h>fty. 
cool mountainous country, containing a large and crowded 
population, numerous towns, unusual and superior civil 
regulations, and distinguished withal by great industria] 
energies. The capital of the country is a large city, sur
rounded by a wall of stone. Here t«o  market-days are 
kept every week, and thousands of people, even from 
remote distances, come with domestic and foreign 
goods, provisions, and cattle in large numbers for sale. 
Important manufactures are carried on ih all this region. 
The people make all their own warlike and agricultural 
instruments, cultivate and cure their own tobacco, weave 
their own cloth, prepare their own salt

Another traveler says of another people: They make 
their clothes, iron, tobacco-pipes, bowls, basins, pots, 
bread, meat, oil, salt, and every thing necessary for sus
tenance.

T he Dom ar  B onstes.— Y ou no sooner arrive in the 
Bonsie country than a contrast o f  cleanliness, order, and 
industry strikes you. That tribe, continually represented 
to us as savage, fierce, and intractable, at once invites you 
into its large walled towns with all the hospitalities and 
courtesy that the minds o f  this simple, untutored people 
can think of.

S W E D E N .
T he  work still prevails in Sweden, and no 

wonder, when we note the Divine Spirit which 
attends it, and the pecuniary sacrifices the 
people make in the midst of their poverty. 
The following letter from Brother Witting, Su
perintendent, is dated at Örebro, May 8 :

About three weeks ago I wrote a letter from Stock
holm, and I hope that you have received it by this time. 
In that letter I told you how the good Lord continues to 
bless our work every-where, and in this letter I have the 
same story to tell. Since my last 1 have visited Goth
land, Arboga, Wingaker, and now I am in Örebro, and 
every-where the Lord is among his people. Here, in 
Örebro, the people are at work building their chapel, and 
by October 1 they hope to have- it ready for dedication. 
It will be a large and commodious church, including

rooms for the missionary, Sunday-school room, and class
rooms, and the main audience-room will seat about seven 
hundred people. The people are all poor, not a single 
rich man among them, all without exception being la
boring people, vot they have every prospect to pet it 
ready without being obliged to ask for any outside help. 
They have given themselves and ull they have to the Lord, 
and how is it possible to fail when such a spirit prevails 
among them ? Last Saturday evening and yesterday wo 
received seventy-four persons in full connection here, and 
ten joined on probation. It was a glorious day. “ Bless 
the Lord, 0  my soul, and forget not all his benefits! ”

In Nysund, where persecution has raged a little, and 
where our Brother Kjellstrand has been tined for preach
ing the Gospel, the work continues to prosper. Brother 
K. was obliged to leave, but the preachers from Örebro 
und Wingaker, as also some local brethren, visit the place 
regularly, and many conversions have occurred there 
lately. Instead of being discouraged when tliin little op
position took place, the friends were baptized with new 
zeal, and now they are building a chapel in the place, 
which will be ready for dedication by the latter part 
of next mouth! This is the spirit, dear brother, which 
pervades all our Methodist friends in this country, and in 
my opinion this is an indication of Rure and glorious vic
tories in future days.

A powerful work is in progress in Carlskronn, which 
can best bo seen by the following extract from a letter of 
Brother Kihlstrom. He writes under date of April 18 as 
follows: “ It seems now as if the opposition here would 
take the form of persecution. iTesterday I was called up to 
the Rector of one of the city chnrelien. where several cler
gymen were together, and they insisted that we should 
leave the State Church,1 Because,’ said they, ‘ we cannot any 
longer endure things as thoy are.’ I asked them what it 
was; they said ‘ Every Methodist is soon a preacher, and 
every house a chapel, and there is such a Bpirit among 
the ppople that we cannot be silent spectators any longer, 
but must avail ourselves of the laws, and forbid you to 
preach, if you do not leave the State Church and organize 
your own Church.’ I answered that we intend to leave 
the Church as soon as we can get such laws that we can 
do it. They tried then to convince me that we were 
wrong iu doctrines; but I said that our doctrines were of 
so great value for me that I can die for them, if need be. and 
it is lost labor for them to try to convince me.” The 
reason for all this opposition is ti nt the Lord is with us in 
saving power in Carlskrona, and as a consequence wo 
have favor with nearly all the people, and this the State 
clergy cannot endure.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN ROME.
T h e  general opinion has gone abroad that 

there is real practical religious liberty allowed 
in Rome. W e have supposed, and do suppose 
still, that this is not quite correct. W e  judge 
that the following passage from the May 
number of the Christian World gives the true 
state of the case:

The Italian government lias not as yet had the courage 
to give the name religions liberty to Rome that has been 
given to the other cities of Italy. It refuses to give 
permission for the public preaching of the GospeL 
True, the preaching of the Gospel is tolerated in four or 
tive different places in the city, and there is no interfer
ence whatever. Bibles, religions books and tracts, are 
every-where openly sold; but free, open, fearless religious 
liberty in Rome is not yet enjoyed. The Papacy still rules 
here as in no other city, and one is deeply■ impressed with 
the fact that it is still, as formerly, the capital of the Papal 
world. Hence, our Evangelists must labor with caution 
and prudence, and in a measure secretly.
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If the government would show less tenderness and re
gard for the Papacy, and boldly apply to Rome the pol
icy by which it professes to be governed, “and by which it 
is governed in other cities, there would be vastly more 
liberty iu preaching the Gospel; crowds could easily be 
gathered, and with the open, fearless, and powerful preach
ing of Gavazzi and other able men, multitudes would be 
gained to the truth.

NEW YORK, TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1871.

C H I N A .
THREE MISSIONS.

W e have now three missions in China, near
ly one thousand miles each from the other. 
The southern one is at Foochow; the northern 
is in Peking, the capital o f the country; and 
the third is nearly a thousand miles in the in
terior, in the city of Kiukiang, on the great 
Quang Tse River. The second and third of 
these missions are of recent institution, and 
are in a preparatory state. They are learn
ing the language, and providing the material 
appliances of the work, such as halls, dwell
ings, and schools. In this preparatory work 
they make excursions into the country, and 
preach and distribute tracts and books, thus 
sowing the seed, and already they begin to 
note the swelling of the buds, and the promise 
of the coming harvest.

In a letter dated at Peking, March 22, the 
Rev. L. W . Pilcher, one of our missionaries, 
writes to the Mission Room s:

On the 10th of February I started in company with Mr. 
Wellman, the colporteur of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, for a trip into the interior. Our traveling was 
done by means of the “  two-muled carts.” Our route at 
first led us directly west from Peking, a distance of seven
teen miles, to the range of hills that bound tlie great plain 
of China on the north-west. Thence we skirted along the 
base of the hills, occasionally going into them to leave a 
few copies of the Bible among the villagers, but continu
ally going eouth-west until we came within twenty miles 
of tiie boundary of Shanse, and were able to go no farther 
in carts. The farthest point reached was Hwai-lou, the 
city from which my circuit lakes its name. It is two 
hundred miles by direct route from Peking. !From there 
all travel farther west through the mountains is by means 
of mules; and Hwai-lou, being at the entrance of the pass, 
has become a trading center of no little importance.

After remaining there one daj' and part of a second we 
turned our faces homeward, and returned upon the “ Great 
Road,” which crosses the plain at the north. V e  were 
absent one month, after having made a circuit of four hun
dred and seventy-five miles, with an average daily journey 
of fifteen and a half miles, over roads bad and indifferent. 
We visited two prefectural cities, one of which was Pau- 
ting-fu, the provincial capital, three sub-prefectural cities, 
sixteen district ci:ies, and seventeen unwalled towns of 
importance, besides many villages crowded with immortal 
souls.

No long trips had been made since the horrible mas
sacre last June. As a consequence we went out with 
a feeling akin to trepidation, but we took courage as we 
proceeded. The strong arm of God shielded us. In many 
places there was manifest surprise at seeing foreigners 
again, some having supposed that we had been extermi
nated. As a rule we were respectfully treated. Be
cause we were foreigners—net because we were Christians 
—they often called us devils. Never to our faces; always 
behind our backs. I think of no worse epithet that was 
at any time applied to us. At one place an unsuccessful 
attempt was made to exclude us from the ciiy. But it 
being the week of the Chinese New Year,the public offices 
were closed, and they were unable to meet our demand

for an order with the magistrates’ seal upon it. We were 
left unmolested. A few of our Testaments were left there, 
and certain circumstances lead us to believe that they will 
be read. We sowed the good seed; it remains with God 
to bring forth the increase.

While I write Brothers Lowry and Davis are in the 
field again. They left home on tiie 14th of this month, 
intending to go over the ground first visited by us, and 
mentioned at the beginning of this letter, and also to ex
tend the line somewhat to the South. They are accom
panied by a Chinese helper, a man of Christian worth, 
who has been with us since the establishment of our mis
sion here. Already they have been absent over a week, 
and we shall hardly look for their return until after an
other week.

These trips have had a reflex influence for good upon 
us. in bringing us in more close contact with the people. 
At first I could look upon them as people of peculiar 
habits and modes; hut now I have lost sight of these 
things, and I see the facea of fellow-men exhibiting an in
telligence that is proof of the existence of souls within 
them. The magnitude and importance of missionary work 
has greatly increased in my own mind of late, and more 
than ever do I long for the conversion of China to Chris
tianity.

Rev. Dr. Maelay writes to the Mission 
Rooms under date of March 16:

Brother Ohlinger and myself have recently returned from 
a trip through the Hing-hwa prefecture, in the southern 
portion of our work. The truth seems to be arresting the 
attention of the people there to some extent, and we are 
encouraged to hope that its progress will be rapid. Po
litically every tiling is quiet; and so far as I know the 
government does not oppose our operations in any way. 
I might say. indeed, that the influence of the government 
is in our favor. The Lord has given us favor, to some ex
tent, in the ej-es of the authorities, and they seem to 
have confidence in us. It has been our aim to make our 
converts the Emperor’s best subjects. Our motto is, 
“ Honor all men; love the brotherhood; fear God; honor 
the king.”

AMONG ROMAN CATHOLICS.
T h e  following incident in Spain shows how 

wisely and patiently Protestant missionaries 
and colporteurs must work with a view to the 
regeneration of Roman Catholic people. As 
a body of nominal Christians they are not 
evangelical; but here and there in their vast 
body of members and adherents are some 
truly converted and faithful people. Such 
were the Port Royal people some ages since, 
near Paris, whom the Government oppressed 
and dispersed. Such was Thomas a Kempis. 
whose Pattern of Christ Mr. Wesley translated 
and published for the benefit of his people. 
These evangelical individuals and companies 
tend to quicken spiritually the whole body of 
their Church. The aim of Protestant work 
among Roman Catholics is to assist and in
crease the evangelical element among the 
people. It is like the leaven in three measures 
of meal. It will work until the whole is leav
ened. Then it will remain the same body; 
but its animus and ordinances will be different 
because of the leaven which is in it. But to 
the incident which gave rise to these re
marks :

The colporteur of the National Bible Society of Scotland 
in Valladolid, Flores, sends the following: “ Going his 
rounds one day he saw a poor old woman fallen down on 
a door-step in a fit; raising her up and sitting himself be
side her, he waited till she came to herself. The poor 
woman’s first expression was one of thankfulness. ‘ May 
God reward you I ’ she said; but this changed to a feeling 
of horror on seeing who had succored her, and who had 
received her blessing. ‘ What,’ she said, * the Protestant I ’ 
and then began to cry. ‘ But I,’ says Flores, ‘ spoke to 
her of the love of God, and soothed her. I have often

visited her since, and I read with and pray for her. A  
Catholic lady, who aids her in her distress, told her that 
if she admitted me any more to her house they would 
discontinue all assistance to her.’ She replied, ‘ If you 
wont come to see me and to succor me, God will! ’ The 
threat was carried into execution, but God raised up 
other friends for the afflicted woman.”

GERMANY, AND HER LATE WAR WITH 
FRANCE.

T h e  greatest result, probably, of the late 
war between Prussia and France is, that it has 
placed Prussia at the head of the Protestant 
world, just as France for centuries was con
sidered to be at the head of the Roman Catholic 
world. And there can be no doubt but that 
France will resume her place and pretensions 
as protector of Roman Catholicism so soon as 
she recovers from her present depressed con
dition. Then two of the leading nations of 
the Christian world will be in direct antag
onism to each other on the subject of religion, 
and this antagonism will shape their policies 
respectively whenever the interests of the two 
great divisions of the Christian world are con
cerned. England ought to have become the 
Patron of Protestantism a century ago ; but 
she lacked decision, and Prussia has taken her 
place. Now that circumstances have placed 
Prussia at the head of Europe, her animus and 
institutions will compel her to occupy the 
place of Patron of Protestantism This view 
is coming to be well understood in Europe, as 
may be seen in the April number of the 
Evangelical Christendom, pp. 106, 107 :

Germany is in all her institutions essentially Protestant, 
though in a truly Protestant spirit she grants perfect lib
erty and equality to her Roman Catholic subjects. Her 
first Protestant Emperor will certaiuly not make himself 
an accomplice of the Pope in his endeavors to destroy 
Italian unity and to restore the temporal power.

The Parliament will have other temptations to resist. 
The gentlemen of the Protestant e?iverein preached, with 
reference to the elections, that it would be one of the 
principal labors of the Parliament to deliver religious life 
from all restraint of the State, to free the Roman Cath
olics from the Pope, and the Protestants from the 
princely episcopate.

When this is accomplished we shall see in Europe 
“ a free Church in a free State.”

MISSIONARY THEORY AND PRACTICE.
T h e  following passage from Evangelical 

Christendom for April clearly expresses the 
true theory and proper practice oi Protestant 
missions in unchristian lands. In a late num
ber of our Missionary Advocate we expressed 
this theory and commended its practice, which 
is being done in our missions in India and 
China. A t the first consideration of the vast 
extent of the fields yet to be planted and 
reaped, we earnestly ask, From whence are the 
missionaries to be had in sufficient number ? 
Our answer is, They will be raised up in the 
missions by the missionary ministers sent out 
from the home Churches as apostles to preach 
the word and plant the first Churches, and have 
the general oversight of them until the native 
missionaries shall be raised up in the fields, 
and by experience and training become fitted 
for the work of Pastors among their people. 
This theory of missions is now being put into 
practice by all the large Protestant Missionary 
Societies of the world. Evangelical Chris
tendom says:
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The object is a maximum of native self-development 

and self-support, with a minimum of foreign expenditure 
in men and means, in the wisest and most economical 
manner, locating foreign missionaries only in the strategic 
point*, and working the interior towns and villages by 
means of trained native teachers and preachers, encourag
ing the natives to build their own churches and school- 
honses, and to pay their own (eachers and preachers as 
far as practicable, and thus forestalling in the minds of the 
people that most pernicious idea that Christian lands are 
flowing with gold which is to be iiad for the asking, and 
that to embrace Christianity involves a perpetual immunity 
from all expense for religion or education. We should then 
apportion the foreign field among the different societies 
and agencies, avoiding confusion and interference, not for 
the sake of mere courtesy, but for the sake of the very life 
and growth of the native Church and community. We 
should then, by the blessing of God, soon witness the 
growth of native Churches supporting their own preachers 
and teachers, and preparing to extend the blessings of re
ligion and education to their less-favored neighbors among 
the wilder and more distant tribes.

In illustration and confirmation of the above 
theory and practice, the Syrian missionary of 
the Presbyterian Church says, in the May num
ber of the Foreign Missionary: “ Our policy is 
to have a few stations well manned in central 
positions, and to go out on tours from these 
centers to oversee and regulate the work car
ried on by the natives in different parts of the 
field.”

condition of the mind under the word trusted, 
and the consummation of Christian experience 
under the word believed.

W e  can help those who are endeavoring to 
reform the Church and people at home; but 
the Christian missions among heathen must 
create anew the minds and the hearts of the 
people. This is the great work of the modern 
missionary cause in heathen lands.

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL.
A  b e v t v a t , of evangelical religion is spread

ing in Spain and Portugal. The work is 
internal among the people, and is working 
outwardly and forming itself into Churches. 
On the 8th of January last the sixth new evan
gelical chapel was dedicated in Madrid, the 
capital of Spain. It will accommodate from six 
hundred to seven hundred people. These 
companies of evangelical Christians are ap
pearing in all parts of Europe now that relig
ious liberty is formally granted to the people 
or tacitly allowed to them. The pressure be
ing removed which has heretofore kept down 
this internal yearning for an open evangelical 
experience and a public ecclesiastical organiza
tion, these evangelical Christians are drawn 
together by an internal mutual sympathy, and 
give outward expression of their new and 
divine life in the form of Churches. This is 
the second great internal Reformation, having 
its foundations in the new and divine life of 
the individuals composing these Churches. 
They cannot be founded from without by 
missions sent to them, but they can be assisted 
by men and means.

The above we understand to be the process 
by which nominally Christian countries are 
becoming evangelical. But the case is dif
ferent in heathen lands. There the name of 
Christ is not known, and cannot be except the 
preacher be sent to proclaim it. The move
ment is from without, operating first upon the 
intellect, and preparing the subject for the in
ternal baptism of the Holy Ghost. These two 
conditions of experience are very clearly point
ed out by the apostle in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians: “ That we should be to the praise 
of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In 
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word o f  tnith, the Gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also, after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,” etc. 
Here the apostle expresses the preliminary

MOUNT LEBANON LIFTETH UP HER VOICE.
T h e  Syrian Mission of the Presbyterian 

Church is one of the most prosperous and 
promising of Protestant Missions. The great 
event of the year has been the erection and 
dedication of a new church on Mount Lebanon, 
about six miles from Beyroot, under the super
vision of Rev. W . M. Thomson, author of “ The 
Land and the Book.”  The morning of the 
day of dedication was calm and balmy, flood
ing the snow-capped heights of Lebanon with 
golden light, fit symbol of the Sun of Right
eousness. The following is an abridged de
scription of the services by Dr. Thomson. 
The reader will note the presence and conduct 
of the Pasha’s Governor of Lebanon. Indeed, 
the dedication services and the incidents at
tending them form a bright era in Christianity 
in Western Asia. Dr. Thomson says:

By nine o’clock people began to assemble, not only 
from the four hamlets which together form Kefr Shima, 
but from several adjacent villages. Missionary and other 
friends (Dr. Van Dyck, Dr. Bliss, Miss Jackson, and Miss 
Loring among them) came from Beyroot, followed soon 
after by the representatives of the three great Protestant 
nations— the British, the Prussian, and the American 
Consuls General. Most noteworthy of all was the arrival 
of Franco Pasha, Governor of Lebanon, with the com
manders of his soldiers, and a smart following of miscel
laneous retainers. By this time the crowd assembled was 
very large, and the appearance every way picturesque. 
Every available space within the edifice was packed close, 
quite up to the steps of the pulpit, and Bcarcely half the 
peoplo could get inside at all.

It is not necessary to consume time in describing the 
religious services, which did not differ from those so 
happily common in our own land, except that they were 
all conducted in the Arabic language. Dr. Van Dyck 
preached a sermon admirably adapted to the occasion— 
text taken from Solomon’s dedicatory prayer, 1 Kings 
viii, 27, “ Will God indeed dwell on the earth,”  etc. 
Throughout the entire services the appearance and de
portment of the crowd was all that could be desired, and 
the sermou was manifestly listened to with deep interest, 
and by many who never before heard an evangelical dis
course.

When the assembly was dismissed the official gentle
men retired to the house of one of the Protestants, and 
while seated on the divan two of the native brethren, to 
my own surprise, came before the Pasha and made a very 
appropriate address, thanking him for honoring them with 
his presence on the occasion, etc.. etc. To this his Excel
lency made a most gratifying impromptu response. The 
prominent idea was that ours is an age of religious tolera
tion. His august master, the Sultan, when giving him 
his instructions, reminded him that he was about to as
sume the government of a province where the people were 
divided into conflicting sects, and he charged him to ob
serve the strictest impartiality in the exercise of liis offi
cial authority, that all loyal subjects were equal before 
the law, and their religious rights especially were to be 
absolutely respected and maintained. “ For myself,” said 
he, “ I am determined to know no difference among the 
people, based upon their religious principles. Maronites, 
Greeks, Protestants, Druses, all shall be equally pro
tected.”  His Excellency delivered his response with 
great fluency and emphasis. Being originally from Alep
po, he speaks Arabic perfectly, and, though a Roman 
Catholic, he is a very enlightened and liberal one.

The native spokesman was a pious and learned member 
of our Church [Presbyterian] from Hadeth, the birthplace 
of Asaad Shidink, the earliest convert of this mission, and 
its first martyr, who more than forty years ago nobly 
defended the truth, and heroically endured the most cruel 
and protracted persecution, and finally suffered au igno
minious death at the hands of the Maromte Patriarch.

It may not be amiss to remark that the idea of inviting 
the Pasha and the other ofiieiul gentlemen to attend the 
dedication originated entirely with the native brethren, 
and the invitations were made by their own deputation. 
It was acquiesced in by us, not without apprehension that 
it might occasion embarrassment This, however, was 
not the case; and the deportment of the Pasha was in all 
respects respectful and becoming. When ho left, ha 
handed four pounds (about twenty dollars) to tho agent 
as a contribution to the Church. The influence of these 
things must be good. Such a puhlic recognition of Prot
estantism lias never before been given in this land.

THOSE WAIT AT THE A LTA R -TH ES E  
PREACH THE GOSPEL.

U nder the Old Testament dispensation the 
priests waited at the altar. Their serviced 
were concentrated in Jerusalem, where was 
their altar. They sought not to diffuse their 
religion through the world ; they sought not 
to make proselytes of the people around them. 
They were not a missionary Chnrch. But 
under the New Testament dispensation, Christ 
having obtained eternal redemption for the 
world, the great work of the Church is to 
preach this Gospel o f  redemption. Hence 
she became essentially and necessarily a mis
sionary body, eeeking to spread abroad the 
kingdom of God among m en; and she may 
not rest nor be contented until this Gospel is 
preached in all the earth for a witness to all 
nations.

W e find this contrast of the two dispensa
tions clearly and strongly set. forth in a 
sermon by Rev. W . Cadman, of England. He 
says:

They who once ministered in holy things had to do with 
tlie altar; they who now minister in holy things have to 
do with the Gospel. Once tho descriptive term lor God’s 
ministers was, “  They wait at the a l t a r now the descrip
tive term for God's ministers is, “ They preach the Goxpel." 
This is a contrast in which there is untold siguiflcanco. 
Then the Lord’s priests sacrificed for his people; now his 
peoplo are themselves a holy priesthood to offer up spirit
ual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ; and his 
ministers are helpers of their faith, exhorting and testi
fying of Christ, and of the true grace of God wherein we 
stand. Then, the words priest, altar, nmi sacrifice had a 
primary and real significance; now, when used, they can 
only have a secondary meaning, sufficient, indeed, to show 
the reality of the blessings which they indicate, but in no 
way either interfering with, or supplementing, the office 
and work of him who is our true Priest, Altar, and Sacri
fice. Then, they who ministered in holy things had to 
s h o w  the necessity of a work to be done; the work of rec
onciliation was committed to God’s priests that they 
might set it forth by types and symbols; but now they 
who minister in holy things have to testily to tho wotk 
of Christ already done, and consequently the apostle 
tells us that to us, Christ’s embassadors, is committed the 
word of reconciliation. The work is in Christ’s hands 
alone. It could be trusted in no other hands but his. It 
is honor enough for his ministers to be trusted with the 
word, the testimony concerning our Master and his finished 
work. _______

STARLIGHT AND SUNRISE.
N e a r  the city of Ava, in Burmah, there 

lived an intelligent heathen man, who provi
dentially purchased the Psalms and a part of 
the Prophets, bound together, of a colporteur. 
Ten years afterward he obtained a copy of

c r
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the New Testament through an American mis
sionary, and read it with great avidity. The 
effect on bis heart and mind of studying these 
two portions of the Scripture is thus described 
in the H u rm a n  Missionary:

He says lie had not finished reading the book of 
Psalms when I16 cast away idols and Buddhism, and be
lieved in the existence of a living God, the creator, pre
server, and the judge of men; that from that time until 
the present he haa believed in, worst iped, and daily 
prayed to the eternal God. He committed to memory 
many of the prayers of the Psalms, and daily repeated 
them, especially the prayer in the fifty-first Psalm.

For twenty years he thus lived, knowing only what he 
learned from that volume of the Old Testament. He says 
that for twenty years he believed in, worshiped, and daily 
prayed to the eternal God before he ever heard of Christ 
or an atonement. About ten years since he came down 
to Prome. and. while attending to business, learned that a 
foreign teacher resided, in that city.. He went to the 
house, and from Brother Kincaid there received a copy of 
the New Testament. He says that if a man should walk 
about and attend to his work for twenty years by star
light, having never once seen the sun, and the sun should 
then rise and shine on him in all its glory, he thinks it 
would produce such a change on his eyes and vision as 
reading the Gospel by Matthew produced on his mind; 
that then the long night of praying to God and hoping for 
mercy without a Mediator or atonement came to an end; 
that the past ten years his hope has been firmly fixed on 
Chris:, and there it rests.

some demonstrations of applause, which the truth in all 
its splendor called forth involuntarily from the auditory, 
the silence and thoughtfulness and internal satisfaction 
which were portrayed on every countenance were sur
prising, admirable. 0, if tliese meetings, in which sin
cerity, truth, charity—in one word, the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ— reigns, were but established contempora
neously in every quarter of our city, we should soon see 
disappear the ignorance of our people, who, knowing the 
true religion, would cast from them the prejudices and 
follies of paganism, in which they have been educated in 
the schools of hypocrisy and deceit 1 ”

THE

EVANGELIZATION AND ROMAN CATHOLI
CISM.

T he fierce conflict now going on in Italy 
between Protestant evangelization and Roman 
Catholic superstition are clearly set forth in a 
passage from Cardinal Antonelli, the Prime 
Minister of the Pope, and from an extract 
entitled “ Gavazzi at Rome." So fierce is 
the conflict that the clerical and secular press 
are drawn into it, and the lines between them 
are tighily drawn. W e  quote from Evangel
ical Christendom, March, 1871 :

As an evidence that the good work is progressing, I 
may mention that the clerical papers are out in force 
against Gavazzi, while the sympathies of the Liberal 
press have been secured. The old cry of the Jesuits is re
produced, that Gavazzi is paying a silver franc to every 
one who will come to hear him. Cardinal Antonelli him
self, in a recent circular, expresses his belief that “  every 
honest man, not to say every Catholic, who will only open 
his eyes and behold what is being propagated in matters 
of faith and ecclesiastical discipline, and the artifices by 
which it is sought to undermine the religious principle 
through the gratuitous distribution of Protestant books 
and Bibles, will easily be convinced that in no country of 
Europe, and under no form of government, would such 
atrocious assaults against the religion of the State be tol
erated as are permitted in Rome in presence of the Holy 
Father and under the very eyes of the Sovereign Pontiff."

In quite another strain writes a popular Roman journal 
of the 9th inst. : “ Last night we were present with real 
pleasure, and to our great edification, at the conference held 
by the.evangelical minister, Signor Alessandro Gavazzi. 
We have no intention o f pronouncing a eulogium on his 
masculine eloquence, so spontaneous and pure, and so 
befitting the Christian catecliist. We would only refer to 
the immense benefit which the zeal of so true a preacher 
of the Divine Word coufers upon the religion and morals 
ef our people. While hearing him we seemed to be list
ening to the Apostle Paul instilling those maxims which 
we read in his epistles, so noble, so pointed, so holy was 
the discourse. Iiow enchanting is the Gospel when ex
pounded without the spirit of party or the love of gain! 
Only one thing displeased us, and we hope to see it soon 
remedied—the smallness of tke hall. The concourse of 
people o f  every description was so great that crowds 
were obliged to remain in the adjoining rooms and lob
bies, not seeing the orator, but drinking iu every word, 
every sentence. And yet in so dense a crowd, beyond

PLEASURES AT HOME OPPOSED TO  
THE GOSPEL ABROAD.

It has been thought, and still is by many, 
that the remarkable increase of wealth, refine
ment, and taste among our people disincline 
our religious young men of position and piety 
to consecrate themselves to the foreign mis
sionary work ; that they strive to satisfy 
their consciences by faithfully serving the 
Church of God in the Gospel of his Son at 
home, and at the same time enjoying the re
fined society which is so much in accordance 
with their tastes.

From the Wesleyan Missionary Notices for 
April we learn that their mission in the heart 
of China is very much in want of men. They 
urge that they must have men of some ex
perience and position. They say :

No greater mistake can be made than to send raw. un
prepared men to a field like ours. If right men are lack
ing. it seems to us it must be because a certain portion 
of Methodist families fail to honor God Hy the consecration 
of their sons and their daughters and their wealth to the 
service of God in distant and dark places of the earth. 
Our Mission cries for help. O young men, for the Lord’s 
sake, go 1 take up the cross and go I

This passage well expresses the common 
feeling of Evangelical Churches throughout 
the world. But we are of opinion that the tide 
is turning. The number of young men and 
women who feel that they are called of God 
from homes of taste and comfort to serve him 
in the Gospel of his Son in distant lands is in
creasing. The time is not far distant when 
the choice of the Church, like the choice of the 
flock, shall become whole burnt offerings to 
God.  ^ _____

BEQUESTS AN D  DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P rhsows disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the fnllow;ug form:

I give and bequeath to “ Tim M issionary Socikty of 
thk M kthoihst E piscopal Church,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State of New York, the sum 
of : and the receipt of the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

FORM  OP A  D EVISE OP LAND TO SAID  
SOCIETY.

I give and devise to “ Thk M issionary  Socikty of 
the Methodist E piscopal Church ,”  incorporated by the 
Legislature of the State of New York, the lbllovving lands 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.

f f i f  Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully iuto the fuels 
of any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practic
able a transcript of such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. We have reason to 
believe bequests are left to tiie Missionary Society of wliich 
we have never been advised.

jrW  Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New York; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder of the dis
trict, or the Preacher iu the circuit or statiou to which 
the contributor belongs.

TH E MISSIONARY ADVOCATE
Ts published on the third Tuesday of each month by the 
Missionary Socikty or thk Methodist Episcopal 

Church,
At §03 Broadway, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision of the 
CORRESPONDING AN1) ASSISTANT CORRESPONDING SlCC- 

'  RKTAIUKH OF T11K SOCIETY.
Tlit circulation of the Missionary Advocate has become so 

large that the appropriation made by the General Com
mittee to pay the expense of its publication is quite inade
quate for that purpose. After carefully considering the 
matter, the Committee ou Publications deemed it necessary 
to reduce its circulation at least one fourth in every case, 
and where the number now sent to a single Church is. 
large, to reduce in a much greater proportion. Hereafter 
the supply can in no case exceed one copy for every five 
members of the Church. This reduction is a necessity 
under the circumsfcuices, and we hope our people will 
cheerfully acquiesce.

To Pastors and Missionary Committees:
The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society pro

poses to supply gratuitously the “ Missionary Advocate” 
mo< thly to our Churches throughout the Connection, but 
in no case can the supply exceed one copy for every five 
members of the Church. But the Board requires reason
able assurance that this shall be done without needless 
waste, and hay charged the Secretaries aud Treasurer to see 
that its wishes take effect.

After careful consideration these officers have directed 
that the several Missionary Committees within the Alabama, 
Central German. Central Illinois, Central Ohio, Cincinnati, 
Colorado, Des Moines, Detroit, Getfrgra, Holston, Illinois. 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Lexington, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Indiana, North Ohio, North-west German, North
west Indiana, Ohio, Rock River, Saint Lonis, South-eastern 
Indiana, Southern Illinois, South-west German, Tennessee, 
Upper Iowa, West Virginia, West Wisconsin, and Wis
consin Conferences, apply to Rev. M esses. H itchcock 
a xd  W alden  at Chicago; and that the Missionary Com
mittees within the Baltimore, Black River, California, 
Central New York, Central Pennsylvania, Delaware, East 
Genesee, East German, East Maine, Erie, Genesee, Maine, 
Nevada, Newark, New England, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, New York East, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Providence, South Caro
lina, Texas, Troy, Yermont, Virginia, Washington, Wil
mington, aud Wyoming Conferences, apply to the Secre
taries at the M ission R ooms in N ew Y ork .

f W  T he Conditions on which this general and gratui
tous distribution has been authorized, aud with which all 
parties wishing to avail themselves o f  its advantages are 
expected strictly to com ply, are the following, nam ely:

1. Application mnst be made by the “  Committee on 
Missions” appointed by the Quarterly Conference, of 
which the Preacher in Charge is Chairman.

2. The application must be in writing, and must state 
that it was written by order of the Committee.

3. The application must set forth the number of mem
bers in full connection in the Church on whose behalf the 
application is made.

4. In the application the Committee must promise to 
prevent waste of the papers, and to see that they are 
properly distributed.

5. The Committee must give specific instructions how 
to direct and send the papers, and agree to provide for 
the postage or freight ou the same at the place where 
they are received.

Iu this liberal missionary movement the Board relies 
on the honor aud fidelity of the Missionary Committees iu 
the several Churches respectively for the faithful accom
plishment of its wishes.

Though it may cost you some trouble to carry out the 
foregoing regulations, yet we must be persuaded that 
your love for the cause, aud your zeal in promoting its 
interests, will lead you cheerfully and faithfully to fulfill 
conditions which our experience has shown to be well- 
nigh indispensable to a successful administration of this 
important branch of our work.

Postage.— The postage is twelve cents a year lor any 
number of copies not exceeding etg^when sent in a single 
package to one address, and at this rate for any greater 
number sent in the package, mid must in all cases be 
paid quarterly or j'early in advance at..the post-office of the 
subscriber.


