
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends o f the Earth.
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TH E PRESBYTERIAN MISSION TO PERSIA.
U p o n ' a reunion of the two Presbyterian 

General Assemblies, the Missions which had 
been sustained by them jointly were divided 
between the American Board and the newly 
formed General Assembly. In this division 
the region lying east of the Tigris, including 
Persia, fell to the General Assembly, and, un
der the title of T h e  M i s s i o n  t o  P e r s i a , they 
have entered upon their work with becoming 
zeal. The field already explored . . .  is twice 
as large as New England, covering nearly the 
boundaries of Ancient Media and Assyria, 
with a population of at least iive millions. It 
covers the very oldest center of the human 
race, touching Mount Ararat and the Caspian 
on the north, bounded on the west and south 
by the Tigris as it sweeps by the site of Nin
eveh and Babylon, embracing the capitals, or 
their ruins, of nearly a dozen ancient and mod
ern empires, with the tombs of Cyrus and 
Darius, of Daniel and Esther, and abounding 
in the most wonderful antiquities and rock 
inscriptions of the East. On this original 
hearth-stone of mankind the sons of Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth are commingled and fully 
represented in the peoples and languages of 
our day. In races and religions the field 
covers two Christian sects, the remnants of 
the Jewish captivity, all the sects of Moslems, 
the Koords, and some relics of the ancient 
Pagan and Magian religions.

The Mission to Persia will devote itself 
mainly to the Persian Mohammedans, of whom 
the Rev. John H. Shea says, in “ The Foreign 
Missionary of the Presbyterian Church”  for 
March:

The Persian Mohammedans.— These form the great mass 
o f the population. They are Shealis, which means sec
taries, as they dissent from the Sunnee or traditional faith 
professed by the Turks, Arabs, Koords, etc. They differ 
from the Sunnees in rejecting the first three Caliphs, Abu 
Beker, Omar, and Osman, and in regarding AIL as the 
only legitimate successor of Mohammed Ali, the cousin of 
the prophet and the husband o f Fatimnh his daughter, who 
is the hero o f their faith, and no bound is set to the venera
tion and fanaticism o f which Ali is the object. He pos
sesses superhuman excellence and miraculous power, and 
the constant tendency is to render him divine honors. 
Ali is the hero-god o f Persia, and his wife, Fatimah, is 
exalted as no other female in Mohammedan lands, and his 
sons and descendants, the twelve imaums, are the person
ages about, whom cluster their traditions in the past and 
their hope for the future. The Persians in ages past have 
changed their religion oftener than any other people in 
the East. By natural disposition they are far more toler
ant tlyui the^Turks, and while, legally, death is the penalty 
for apostasy from Islam, practically a very wide liberty 
is given to religious discussion and belief. It is a great 
thing to find a people who are ready to hear the mission
ary, and to argue the matter with him. This the Persians 
are willing to do, and, still more, there is evidence to those 
who are looking for the coming of the Kingdom o f our 
Lord in that land that God is working. In fact we stand 
amazed at the change in the temper o f the Moslem popu
lation in the past few years. They seem to invite the 
native preachers and the missionaries to religious conver- 
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sation, and in every effort we have made the opportunity 
has exceeded expectation. "Within the past year scores 
o f men have come privately and repeatedly to the relig
ious teachers. In fact, beneath the outward conformity 
there is a seething fermentation, and secret sects and so
cieties are unsettling the faith of multitudes. The Gospel 
to a considerable extent is read. Henry Mnrtyu’s transla
tion is doing its work in the palaces o f princes and in the 
shops o f artisans, and an earnest Knglish missionary, in 
the spirit o f Heury Martyn, is boldly proclaiming Christ 
in the east o f Persia. Some are believing; a few are ask
ing for baptism; many, we may hope, are in the attitude 
of seeking the Lord, if haply tliey might feel after him 
and find him. We do not mean that any large numbers 
are positive inquirers. The death penalty stares every 
one in the face; but we do believe that God is working on 
the hearts o f men. The opportunity for preaching Christ, 
is wonderfully enlarged, and it should be embraced. Even 
though the faith of some be sealed in blood, it will but 
hasten the triumph of the Gospel.

In the west of Persia the Mussulman population to the 
number o f at least two millions speak a dialect o f the 
Turkish, and for them a separate version of the Bible is 
much needed. Our missions have made a beginning iu 
supplying this great want. But to complete the work 
the time o f one miss’onary should be fully given to it for 
years to come.

The Heretical Moslem Sects.— Here is the next opening 
aud demand for Christian effort. The two prominent 
sects are the Babees and A li Illahees. The former of these 
£.re the adherents o f a new religion, of fiery zeal and fa
naticism, in fact, one of the most remarkable religious 
developments of the East. This sect, though apparently 
suppressed by the sword, is not dead, nor is its history 
ended. Its martyrs have been numerous, and if put to 
the test thousands to-day stand ready to endure torture 
and death. The grert advantage to the Christian cause 
from the Babees is to weaken the dominant faith, and 
shake the general confidence in the old religion. Thus 
among the Babees themselves, and among the multitudes 
who are in a state o f doubt through their influence, there 
is an immense field open for the seed o f Christianity.

The A li Illahees are a population numbering hundreds 
o f thousands, who are no more Mohammedans than were 
their Pagan fathers. They outwardly bow the neck to 
the Mohammedan yoke, but really they keep the super
stitions and secret rites o f their ancestors. They are 
sunk in utter ignorance, and the masses confess that they 
are without light or knowledge. They and the Babees 
both are proscribed sects, both admit iu a sense the divin
ity of Christ, and hence they are tolerant, and open to the 
plainest proclamation o f the truth.

The Jews.— W e must not forget the lost sheep o f the 
house of Israel, for we are commissioned “ to the Jews 
first, and also to the Gentiles." Scattered over our field, 
from the Tigris to the Caspian, in more than one hundred 
towns and villages, to the number o f fifty thousand or 
sixty thousand souls, are remnants of both the Assyrian 
and Babylonian captivities, dwelling by the same “  rivers,” 
and in the same “ cities o f the Medes”  where they were 
originally placed as captives. These Jews are as favor
ably situated for Christian effort as any Jews in the 
world, and they are as needy. Upon them the curse has 
come to the uttermost, and they are most deeply oppressed, 
debased, and sadly sunken, especially their females, in a 
pitiable and corrupt state o f ignorance aud sin. And for 
these Jews the time o f blessing and salvation is drawing 
near. The missionary is regarded by them as a friend, 
and is sometimes invited to teach iu their synagogues. 
They are accessible, and many o f them listen with atten
tion to the claims o f Jesus o f Nazareth. In a very few 
cases that same Jesus has been accepted as the Messiah, 
and at the present time there is in Oroomiah a band o f 
inquirers. W e should pray and labor in faith, believing
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that a remnant according to the election of grace, shall 
be saved.

PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS.
The last Report o f the Board of Foreign Missions o f 

this Church gives the following summary view of the 
Missions: “  The whole number o f Missions uuder the care 
of our Church, and regularly receiving contributions from 
it, is 5; namely, India, Syria, Egypt, China, and Italy. 
Stations, 20; namely, in India 3, Syria 6, Egypt 10, 
Chiua 1. Missionaries and Assistants in active .service—  
males 15.; females 14; natives 61; total 90. Returned 
to this country, but not resigned, 4 males, 3 females. 
Churches, 12, with 281 communicants; nnmely, in Syria 
41, in India 60, in Egypt 180. Schools 19, with 1,648 
scholars; namely, in Syria 274, in India 711, in Egypt 
G:i3. Contributions, $606; namely, India $40, Egypt $566. 
Received for tuition fees, $¿96. Estimated value of Mis
sion property, $95,250; namely, iu S y r i a  $9,000, in India 
$10,700, in Egypt $75,550. The whole number of pages 
printed in Egypt was 220,000. The whole amount of 
money received into the treasury for foreign Mission pur
poses during the year was $5::,8G5 14. Total expendi
ture was $53,141 23; leaving a balance on hand of$723 91 
for entering upon the good work another year.”

S W E D E N .
Oub letters from Sweden give the most 

cheering news in regard to the work in our 
Swedish missions, under the supervision of 
Rev. Y . Witting. The work is deepening 
and spreading, aud steadily increasing in 
power. They are building churches, and 
renting halls for public service, beyond what 
would seem to be possible in their circum
stances. They literally consecrate themselves 
and their substance to God. The mission is 
beginning to reach a few men of property, 
and they are becoming noble examples of be
nevolence. The latest dates received at the 
Mission Ilooms is from Brother Witting, 
February 15. He says :

The Lord continues to bestow his blessings upon our 
missions here iu Sweden. I am glad to be able to say that 
we have had glorious times in all our missions this winter. 
In some places, as in Gottenburg, Arboga, Stockholm, 
Örebro, aud Wingaker, we have had and have still glorious 
revivals, yea, powerful iudeed. A t least one hundred 
souls have been converted in Gottenburg alone since the 
1st of January, and at our last quarterly meeting thirty- 
four persons joined on probation. In Arboga the Society 
has been more than doubled since New Years, and the 
work is spreading on all sides. In Örebro thirty soula 
were converted in threo days, and the work there is in a 
most promising and prosperous condition. They are mak
ing arrangements for building a large chapel there this 
summer. In Stockholm the people continue to crowd our 
meetings; many have been converted, and the Society is 
flourishing. They have bought- a lot but are unable to 
build, as building a suitable chapel there will cost at least 
$20,000. In all the other places the work is prospering, 
and the Church is continually strengthened by the addition 
o f such souls as are saved, and by the general growth in 
grace of the members. My soul feels happy when I see 
how the Lord blesses our endeavors to save sinners by 
the preaching of the Gospel; and although my health is 
getting poorer because of too much work and too much 
anxiety, yet I will ever bless the Lord that I was per
mitted to spend and be spent iu the blessed work.

We have commenced four new missions this year,
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namely, in Norrkoping, Upsala, Gefle, and Malmoe, and in 
each case with every prospect of great success. In Norr- 
koping, after only five weeks’ labor, we can any time 
organize a society o f about thirty or forty members, and 
when I get there in about two weeks we will do it. This 
is a large aud important city, the third in this country, 
and we will, no doubt, have a strong and living Church 
there in comparatively a very short time. And I  have 
the same hope o f  the other three places.

The Lord has also been very good to us in giving us 
laborers. Glory to his holy name for the brethren he lias 
given me, old and young! for they are all, without ex
ception, faithlul and true Methodist.preachers. They love 
ourChurch and cause better than every thing else, aud will 
willingly suffer and do anything in their power to pro
mote its interests.

I  am now out on my second quarterly round, and when 
I get home, which will be, God willing, in the middle of 
March, I  will give you a more full and complete report o f 
the whole work.

¡dìi««* Situiate.
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ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSIONS,
The missionary operations of the Roman 

Catholic Church of to-day are exceedingly 
active and wide-spread. France is the center 
and chief source of her power, from whence 
she carries on her widely extended missions. 
The following condensed view of her opera
tions during the last five months in 1868 we 
obtain from the February Number of the 
Missionary Herald. The reader will note 
the geographical feature of the statement, 
namely, over nearly all the world, from the 
“ North P ole”  to “ South Africa,” touching 
at our own port. He will note also the num
ber and character o f the missionaries sent, 
aud the able and experienced men and women 
sent to supervise them. It is a spiritual army, 
with all its necessary appointments of officers 
for conquest. It is a chapter in missionary 
history that will bear to be studied. It ought 
to fall into the Protestant Church like a 
bomb-shell into a beleagured city, and call all 
to the fronts men, women, and children— men 
to carry on the war, women to cheer and aid 
them, and children to gather money to sustain 
M i s s i o n a r i e s  sent out.

“  The American Seminary o f the Immaculate Concep
tion ”  o f Louvain, Belgium, sent fourteen “  missionaries ”  
to various dioceses in America (all but one to the United 
States) “ during the year 1868."

August 31, 1868, seven “ Little Sisters o f the P oor” 
embarked for Brooklyn, X. Y .

September 26, seven “ Little Sisters”  for Baltimore.
October 6, seven “  Little Sisters ”  for Algiers.
November 16, ten “  Nuns ”  for New Orleans.
September 25, the “  Yicar Apostolic”  o f Senegambia 

sailed on his return to his iield, accompanied by one 
“  Father ” and one “  Brother.”

The same month (September, 1868) the Bishop o f Ade
laide (Australia) embarked for l»is field with four “ Mis- 
sioners”  and seven “  Dominican Nuns.”

October 8, 1868, five “  Monks of the Institute o f the 
Little Brothers o f Mary ”  sailed for Syria.

October 10, the “  Vicar Apostolic o f Eastern Bengal ”  
sailed on his return to India, accompanied by two 
“ Fathers.”  Two other “ Fathers”  ( “ Monks” ) sailed 
for the same field in September.

September 9, 1868, two “ Fathers”  o f the “ Society of 
Jesus”  for Madagascar.

October 19, two “  Fathers ”  and four “  Brothers ” o f the 
same Society for China

October 25 one “ Father,”  and one “ Brother”  o f the 
same Society, for Brazil.

November 19, two “  Fathers ”  and three “  Brothers ”  o f 
tiiis “ Society o f Jesus,” and four “ Nuns,” (“  Helpers o f the 
Souls in Purgatory,” ) for China; also one “ Father,”  one 
“ Brother,”  aud “ several Belgian Nuns” for Calcutta.

December 19, four “  lidvjisux o f the Society o f Jesus,’ ’ 
and six “  Carmelite Nuns ” for China.

In August and September, 1868, three new “  Mhsioti
ers " went to “ The Prefecture Apostolic o f the North 
Pole.”

October 8, 1868, the “ Yicar General o f the Diocese of 
Galveston, Texas,”  embarked on his return to his field 
with six “  Missioners ” and six “  Nuns.”

November 5, 1868, another “  Yicar General,”  with three 
“ Priests”  and seveu ‘•Nuns,”  sailed for Texas.

November 8, Abbé Fromet and four “ N uns”  for Trin
idad.

December 9, four “ Priests,”  three “  Catecliist Brothers,”  
and nine “ Nuns,”  for Central Bengal and Hongkong.

December 15, for Dahomey, Africa, three “ Mimon- 
ers ” — priests.

“ From the 9th of October to the 8th of December, 1868, 
fourteen Religieux, o f the Congregation of the Holy Ghost 
and the Immaculate Heart o f Mary, quitted France to go 
to different missions confided to that Institute,” (the mis
sions o f “  Mauritius,” “  Bourbon,”  and “ Gaboon.” )

November 25, two t; Fathers ”  and one “  Brother ”  for 
Senegambia.

January 8, 1869, two “ Fathers”  for French Guiana.
January 9, 1869, the “  Misswner Apostolic o f Central 

Africa,”  with two “  Missioners "  aud two black teachers, 
for Cairo.

Omitting several mentioned as “ returning”  to their 
fields, the number o f new laborers whose departure is 
thus recorded— nearly all o f them within a period o f five 
months— seems to be ninety-five male “  Missioners ”  and 
two “ teachers,”  and seventy-four “  Sisters ” and “ Nuns,” 
besides the “  several Belgian Nuns ” for Calcutta.

REFLEX INFLUENCE OF MISSIONS.
P u b l i c  missionary meetings and liberal 

missionary contributions have a wide and 
happy effect upon thè Church, and upon the 
country generally. President Hamlin, of 
Constantinople, says :

Missions have done a noble work toward making us 
a generous, beuevolent, instead o f a mean, money-loving 
people. Our Lenoxes, Robertses, Peabodys, Vassars, and 
Drews will multiply in the future, and cover the world witli 
their monuments o f love and good-will to man. The mis
sionary spirit is in all this. Surely missions have uncovered 
the wretchedness o f the nations, and have brought out the 
strongest motives to send them Christianity. Our mis
sionary societies have simplified the methods of this work, 
aud facilitated the ways of accomplishing it. Our mission
aries have set the example of self-denial— have gone to 
the different habitations of wickedness, and asked us to 
sustain them there. Powerful motives have been set be
fore the Churches to induce them to give as God has pros
pered them to promote this work. The effect has been 
only partial, and yet indifference diminishes, interest is in
creasing, good results are felt not only in the foreign field, 
but here at home, in cultivating the habit o f Christian 
giving, and thus regulating and sanctifying the property 
relation. And what good object here at home, even, does 
uot feel the influence o f the increased benevolence o f the 
age?

I  do not maintain that the change that has come over 
the Christian world in the matter o f benevolence is due 
wholly to foreign missions. Other Christian enterprises 
have helped to produce it. I only affirm that foreign mis
sions have been a leading cause o f this change. They 
have given a new spring to moral enterprise, put a new 
element of power into practical godliuess.

W HAT WE OWE TO MISSIONS.
T h e  following rapid sketch of the results 

of modern missions we find in the March 
number of the Christian World. It is cred
ited to Outline of Warren’s '‘'‘These fo r

Those”  It deserves to be carefully read and 
examined. Blot these results out from the 
history of the world, and what would be the 
condition of the earth to day ?

Foreign embassadors have been helped,* our Republican 
institutions strengthened, our credit sustained abroad, our 
citizens made safe in savage lands, and new and larger mar
kets opened. Science and literature have gained invaluable 
stores from the incidental work o f  missionaries: new light 
has been thrown upon the antiquity and common origin 
of man, the study o f philology greatly advanced, the Bible 
illustrated, China and Japan unfolded, Farther India 
mapped out, and Africa, the islands of thè sea, and other 
unknown lands, explored and delineated. These men 
have written o f the wines of the East, the cedars o f 
Lebanon, sacred traditions, ancient sculpture, Assyrian 
inscriptions and their testimony to revelatiou, the religious 
sects of Syria and the Parsee worship, the sources o f the 
Jordan and the rivers o f Paradise. They have published 
volumes o f scientific researches, and collected valuable 
museums o f Oriental books, manuscripts, coins, shells, and 
minerals. Agassiz, Silliman, Ritter, Herschel, and Hum
boldt confess the aid they have thus received in their 
differeut departments. The sphere o f general knowledge 
has been greatly enriched by accounts o f missionary ad
venture and discovery. The reflex influence o f their 
labors and lives has been great on the piety of the Church ; 
Christianity furnished with new evidences, spirituality 
deepened, unity promoted, worldliness checked, charity 
stimulated, so that all home benevolences reap a large 
harvest, the whole round of the Christian life enriched and 
elevated— these, aud much more than these, are what we 
receive for the few millions spent abroad. And all this is 
but the by-play o f serious life-work, a mere side eddy in 
that River of Life which spreads aud "deepens ever as it 
flows to bless the nations.

■ -----------------

INDIA.
Oub mission-work in India is rising to a 

higher scale of experience than it has attained 
heretofore. It has been passing through what 
we may call the intellectual phase, in which 
the mind is enlightened, and the judgment 
accepts the Christian truths, and gives them 
outward expression in confession and obe
dience. But within the last year or two their 
experience has become spiritual, and they are 
entering into the evangelical experience which 
springs from the divine life within the Chris
tian. This experience is identical with the 
evangelical experience of the Churches at home, 
and with power they give expression of it as 
witnesses.

In illustration of this new phase of expe
rience in our Indian Mission (and the same is 
true of our China Mission) we publish the 
following letter just received from Rev. II. 
Mansell, one of our missionaries in India, 
dated at Lucknow, February 2, 1871. The 
District Conference mentioned by Brother 
Mansell is an annual meeting of all the per
sons engaged in the work of the Conference, 
under the supervision of the Presiding Elder. 
There are three districts in our India Mission. 
Moradabad is the one of which Brother Man
sell writes. He says :

The sixth annual session of the Moradabad District 
Conference closed on the 4th o f January, 1871. There 
were thirty-one members and nine probationers pres
ent. A ll the business was done iu regular Annual Con
ference style. The examinations iu the course o f study 
were conducted almost exclusively by our Hindustani 
brethren, and they were quite thorough, and even rigid.

*  Witness the private and confidential relations and aid 
o f the late Dr. M’ Clintock to Mr. Dayton, our Minister to 
France during onr late civil war, and his public pleas made 
from time to time in England iu favor o f our cause.
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Several failed to pass. The examinations of character 
were very solemn. Reports on Statistics, Sunday-schools, 
Day-schools, Temperance, etc., etc., were adopted. The 
statistics showed a healthy increase in all departments o f 
the work, and encouraged us all.

A t the close thirty-eight native brethren received ap
pointments to twenty-five places, at only three of which 
European missionaries live. I assure you it was a blessed 
privilege to see so many preachers, exhorters, and teachers 
go forth to labor among these millions of heathen. They 
went out “ not kuowiug the things that might befall them 
but they went out “ full of faith and the Holy Ghost.” 
I never felt a more holy influence pervade any assembly 
in my life, and I confidently believe that God is with us 
all, o f a truth, and that the year now begun will be the 
most prosperous one in all the history o f our mission.

There were revival services all through the sessions, and 
at its close, when Bro. Wheeler asked all who had received 
the witness of sins forgiven during and directly preceding 
the session of the District Conference to arise, twenty-two 
persons stood up as having found this great blessing in 
the few days that had just passed. Only about one third 
of the India Mission Conference is represented in the 
Moradabad District; but just now all over the mission the 
revival spirit prevails. These conversions are what we have 
longed for and prayed to see, conversions from sin to God. 
Hence, in the conversion of the twenty-two mentioned above 
the Church was increased only by about six or eight pro
bationers. The conversion of a heathen to Christianity iu 
every country and among every race is usually only intel
lectual. It has been painfulty so in India until within 
about three years. You can have no idea how painful it 
is to meet in class-meeting and prayer-meeting with those 
who, by our earnest preaching, persuasion, and prayer 
have consented to forsake idolatry and be baptized, and 
have embraced Christianity with all its doctrines, rites, 
and experiences, and hear them preach the first, perform 
the second, and affirm the latter just as they learn it from 
our lips. For years we had suffered all this, but now it 
is all changed. The light has come. Tiiere are now 
scores o f Methodists in India realty converted to God, and 
able to testify clearly to a knowledge of sins forgiven.

&

TH E UNANSWERABLE ARGUMENT,
I  s p e n t  my boyhood-days among the slaves 

of the Souih, and used to hear their religious 
experience. They scarcely ever doubted, be
cause it was a matter of self-consciousness 
wrought by the Holy Spirit within them 
upon their repentance and faith. This is the 
only and ultimate experience on which any 
person can rely for assurance o f  hope. Argu
ment addressed to the intellect may produce 
conviction in the mind, which conviction may 
or may not lead to that self-consciousness 
which is the ultimate and unanswerable argu
ment in favor of full assurance of hope. The 
untutored heathen or down-trodden slaves 
may not comprehend the argument addressed 
to the intellect in favor of religion, but they 
do both have consciousness of guilt from sin, 
which lays the foundation of repentance, when 
faith in the atonement comes in, under the 
guidance of the Divine Spirit, and the individ
ual receives the forgiveness of sin, which 
logically and necessarily carries with it a con
sciousness of the same. This consciousness is 
the same in the heart of the civilized and 
savage man experiencing religion. It is our 
anchor fastened within the vail, and is an un 
answerable argument in favor of the truth of 
religion so long as we remain faithful.

Further, it explains the central missionary 
truth so often set forth in the Scriptures, that 
whosoever believeth shall be saved, whether he 
be bond or free, learned or unlearned. It is 
the Divine Spirit that worketh with our spirit, 
Spirit -with spirit, as flesh worketh with and

sympathizes with flesh. And the fruits of the 
one may be as certainly known as the fruits 
of the other.

A COMMON MISSIONARY PULSE.
It is a very remarkable fact that the Prot

estant Missionary Societies in Europe and 
America seem to have, for the time being, a 
common pulse which indicates their common 
experience. These pulsations are not sudden 
minute-strokes, but tendency in the aggregate 
movements of all Protestant Missionary Soci
eties toward a common condition. Fifteen 01* 
twenty years ago these Protestant Missionary 
Boards could find a fair supply of missionaries, 
and a fair supply of money to support them 
in their work. But during the last ten or fif
teen years this supply of men has been declin
ing, and the contributions of money have not 
kept pace with the demand. Very recently, 
however, there are symptoms of returning 
prosperity in the above respects, both in 
Europe and America. Self-denying men and 
women are agaiu beginning to appear in in
creased numbers, and the missionary contribu
tions of the Churches show signs of advance.

In corroboration of what we have written, 
we find the following in the Missionary Her
ald for March. The Editor says:

Indeed, there is for the encouragement of the Churches 
this pleasant coincidence, that while the candidates for the 
foreign service are more numerous than usual, the courage 
and hopefulness o f the Churches have increased in the 
same ratio. Not one plea has been heard for curtailment; 
on the other hand there have been many pleas for en
largement.

What is thus true of the American Board is also true, 
both in spirit and in development, o f the other chief Prot
estant Missionary Societies iu Europe and America.

This common experience indicates an evan
gelical unity in the Church, and the center and 
promoter of this unity is the Divine Spirit. 
Paul says, “ There is one body (the Church) 
and one Spirit. . .  one God and Father of a ll; 
who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all.”  This coincidence of inissionary experi
ence in the Protestant Churches is a direct 
and powerful proof of their divine warrant 
and character.

THE RISE AND POWER OF THE CHRIS
TIAN MISSION,

W h e x  we survey the wide spread of the 
Christian mission in the earth, and note the 
vast expenditure of life and treasure in its pro
motion, we may well ask, What has it done? 
What is it doing ? W hat does it promise to 
do ? The triumphant answer to these three 
questions is made in the following eloquent 
passage taken from the London Quarterly 
Jlevieio. W e  obtain it through Zion's Herald. 
Let every cultured Christian “ read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest it.”  It is the irref
utable external argument in favor of the 
Christian mission, as the inward witness of 
the Spirit is the internal irrefutable argument.

Christianity arose in an enlightened and skeptical age, 
but among a despised and narrow-minded people. It 
earned hatred and persecution at home by its libera! 
genius and opposition to the national prejudices; it earned 
contempt abroad by its connection with the country where 
it was bom, but which sought to strangle it iu its birth 
Emerging from Judea, it made its outward march through

the most polished regions o f the world— Asia Minor, Egypt? 
Greece, Rome— and in all it attracted notice and provoked 
hostility. Successive massacres and attempts at exter
mination, persecution for ages by the whole force o f the 
Roman Empire, it bore without resistance, and seemed to 
draw fresh vigor from the ax; but assaults in the way of 
argument, from whatever quarter, it was never aslmined 
or unable to repel, and whether attacked or not, it was 
•resolutely aggressive. In four centuries it had pervaded 
the whole civilim l world; it had mounted the thrones o f 
the Cesars; it had spread beyond the limits o f their sway, 
and made inroads upon barbarian nations whom their 
eagles had never visited; it had gathered all genius and 
learning into itself, and made the literature o f the world 
its own; it survived the inundation o f the barbarian 
tribes, and conquered the world once more by converting 
its conquerors to the faiih; it survived an age of barba
rism ; it survived the restoration of letters; it survived an 
age of free inquiry and skepticism, and has long stood its 
ground in the field of argument, and commanded the in
telligent assent o f the greatest minds that ever were; it 
has been the parent of civilization and the nurse of learn
ing, and if light and humanity and freedom be the boast of 
modern Europe, it is to Christianity she owes them. Ex
hibiting in the life of Jesus a picture, varied and minute, 
of the perfect human united with the Divino, in which the 
mind o f man has not been able to find a deficiency or de
tect a blemish~a picture copied from no model, and 
rivaled by no copy— it has accommodated itself to every 
period and every clime; it has retained through every 
change a salient spring o f life, which enables it to throw 
off corruption and repair decay, and renew its youth 
amid outward hostility and inward divisions.

PROTESTANTS PERSECUTED IN RUSSIA.
It is generally known in Europe, but not in 

America, that the provinces lying around the 
Baltic, on the north and east, (Livonia, Es- 
thonia, and Courland,) are German, speak the 
German language, and profess the Lutheran 
religion. These provinces passed from under 
the dominion of Sweden to that of Russia 
some one hundred and fifty years ago. The 
treaty of annexation expressly guaranteed the 
rights of these people to profess and practice 
their own religion. But political annexation 
to Russia opened the door for the introduc
tion of the Greek Church. This has intro
duced a spirit and system of proselyting, which 
has degenerated into persecution and grievous 
oppression. This policy of Russia is fost ered 
for the purpose of founding a Pan-Slavonic em
pire, in which the Greek Church shall be the 
State Church, and the Russian language the 
language of the country.

This persecuting policy of Russia has re
cently attracted the attention of Europe, and 
has been held up to the public gaze in a pam
phlet by Rev. Dr. Steane, in which the facts 
are set forth in a clear and forcible but tem
perate manner, and in which he makes an 
appeal to the Protestants of all nations, and 
especially to the members of the Evangelical 
Alliance, on their behalf. The Alliance has 
taken up the subject, and has determined to 
ask an audience of his Majesty, the Emperor 
of Russia, and to lay the case before him, and 
ask his action in favor of religious liberty 
in its bearing upon the people of his Baltic 
Provinces. “ The Evangelical Christendom ”  
for February, 1871, in alluding to this matter, 
says:

W e learn that the preparations made by the European 
and American Evangelical Alliance Committee for send
ing an influential deputation to his Majesty the Emperor 
o f Russia, to plead the cause of the persecuted Protestants 
in the Baltic Provinces, are progressing favorably. Sev
eral committees have already appointed their delegates,



4 M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E .

whose acceptance of this important mission has been se
cured. Foremost among these are our American breth
ren, whose co-operation is, for various reasons, o f the 
greatest importance. W e hear that several o f their most 
honored and influential Christian scholars and public men 
have expressed their willingness to proceed to St. Peters
b u r g  in the interest of religious liberty. Among others 
we find the well-known names of Bishop C. P. M’llvnine, 
of Ohio; Bishop Matthew Simpson, Professor S. F. B. 
Morse, Hon. George Bancroft, LL.D., Hon. George P. 
Marsh, LL.D., and the Hon. Theodore Fay. The Prot
estants o f Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, 
Germany, and, we may now hope, o f France, will be 
represented in the deputation by Christian noblemen and 
ministers well known throughout Europe for the Chris
tian influence they exercise in their respective countries. 
The British Organization o f the Alliance has been in
trusted with the direction of this Christian effort, and it 
is hoped that the deputation will be able to proceed to 
St. Petersburgli at the end o f April or beginning of May.

It is evident, from the general current of 
information, that the people of these provinces 
are deeply moved and very much grieved at 
the policy of the Russian Government, and 
yet they express their loyalty to the Czar, and 
their confidence in his goodness touching this 
matter. There is some reason for this confi
dence. Some six years ago the Emperor 
ordered Count Bobrinski to make a religious 
inspection of these provinces and to report 
to him. The inspection was faithfully made, 
and the report of it laid before the Emperor; 
but it is not known what was the result. 
There is reasonable ground for hope that the 
Czar of Russia will accord religious liberty to 
his distressed subjects in his Baltic Provinces.

CASTE, OR CLASS.
T h e  following remarks upon the condition 

of Society in India, called caste, or class, we 
find in the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for 
February, 18 71 . The Magazine takes them 
from “ The Land of Charity,”  a volume just 
published in London, by Rev. S. Matier, F.L.S. 
It is a state of society which seems to be 
almost unalterable, and is the great hinderance 
to the spread of the Gospel. And yet the 
Protestant missions in India are based on a 
rejection o f  caste ;  and, led on by these mis
sions, the government has at last come to dis
regard it, and to treat all its India subjects 
alike in this respect. The institution is gradu
ally being undermined, and when it shall give 
way Christianity will be on the verge of 
triumph in India.

Some writers regard this system as merely a social 
arrangement, marking the divisions o f labor; others speak 
o f it as merely political, corresponding to rank among 
ourselves; but by the Hiudoos caste is invariably regarded 
as a religious institution. The principal divisions in Tra- 
vancore are Brahmans, Soodras, Shdnars, and Pulayars; 
and these are subdivided into at least eighty-two distinct 
classes. Each caste is supposed to be as distinct from 
another as the horse from the ox or the dog. The people 
o f one caste cannot intermarry or eat with those of 
another, or draw water from the same wells. Fixed dis
tances are appointed within which persons o f a lower 
caste may not approach those o f a higher. A Shdnar 
must remain thirty-six paces off from a Brahman, and a 
Pvlayar ninety-six paces. A  Shdnar woman must not 
wear clothes above tl.e waist; nor can a man, however 
wealthy, wear shoes, carry an umbrella, or use the ordi
nary ianguage of the country. The Pulayars also are sunk 
in the lowest degradation in respect o f person, family, 
and religion. But on all these points, as well as on the 
natural history, government, and trade o f the country, 
our readers will lind ample information in Mr. Matier’s book.

TH E LATE WAR AND MISSIONS.
O n e  of the most blessed and glorious re

sults of the late war in Europe is the tacit 
acceptance of religious liberty by all parties 
and peoples. This practical acceptance of it, 
by France and Italy in particular, will be fol
lowed up in due time by legal enactments 
securing this greatest of civil privileges. The 
experience of the last half century has shown 
that the predominant tendency of the age is 
toward freedom of conscience in matters of 
religion, and a growing conviction that civil 
liberty cannot be fully realized and established 
without religious liberty at the same time. 
At this point, therefore, the late war touched 
the modern Protestant missionary movement, 
which is based on liberty of conscience in 
matters of religion. In the possession and 
exercise of this liberty evangelical missiona
ries may be sent into Catholie countries, or, 
which i3 better, because more effective and 
fruitful, the citizens o f  Catholic countries may 
organize Churches among themselves, and 
provide for their regular pastoral oversight. 
This will include the preaching of God’s holy 
word, and the administration of the holy 
sacraments.

N o t e .— Since writing the above the follow
ing paragraph has come to hand:

W e mentioned last month (p. 11) the infraction o f re
ligious liberty committed by the Mayor o f Divonne (l’Ain) 
in his attempt to suppress Protestant worship in that 
town. The matter having been submitted to the Govern
ment of the National Defense, M. Cremieux, Minister of 
Justice, has, on their behalf, expressed his regret at the 
proceedings which have been taken against the Protest
ants, adding that orders have been sent to stay all action 
in the direction commenced by the Mayor, and that in 
future the Protestants o f Divonne will not be interfered 
with in the exercise of their worship. This is an important 
decision, not only as respects the particular case under 
notice, but especially in its bearing upon religious liberty 
generally.— Evan. Christ.

BEQUESTS AND DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r so n ' s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

I give and bequeath to “  T h e  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h , "  incorporated by 
the Legislature o f the State o f New York, the sum 
of : and the receipt o f the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

FORM  OF A  D EVISE OF LAN D  TO SAID  
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “  T h e  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by the 
Legislature of the State o f New York, the following lauds 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever,

E3P Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
o f any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as practic
able a transcript o f such will, or whatever information 
they may obtain touching the same. W e have reason to 
believe bequests are left to the Missionary Society of which 
we have never been advised.

jpST- Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New Y ork ; the Assistant Treasurer, 
at Cincinnati; or paid to the Presiding Elder of the dis
trict, or the Preacher in the circuit or station to which 
the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE
Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by the 
M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  

C h u r c h ,

At 805 Broadway, New YorJe.
It is under the editorial supervision o f the 

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  a n d  A s s is t a n t  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c 

r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .

The circulation o f the Missionary Advocate has become so 
large that the appropriation made by the General Com
mittee to pay the expense o f its publication is quite inade
quate for that purpose. After carefully considering the 
matter, the Committee on Publications deemed it necessary 
to reduce its circulation at least one fourth in every case, 
and where the number now sent to a single Church is 
large, to reduce in a much greater proportion. Hereafter 
the supply can in no case exceed one copy for every five 
members o f the Church. This reduction is a necessity 
under the circumstances, and we hope our people will 
cheerfully acquiesce.

To P a s t o r s  a n d  M i s s i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e s :
The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society pro

poses to supply gratuitously the “ Missionary A dvocate" 
moLthly to our Churches throughout the Connection, but 
in no case can the supply exceed one copy for every five 
members o f the Church. But the Board requires reason
able assurance that this shall be done without needless 
waste, and lias charged the Secretaries and Treasurer to see 
that its wishes take effect

After careful consideration these officers have directed 
that the several Missionary Committees within the A labama, 
Central German, Central Illinois, Central Ohio, Cincinnati, 
Colorado, Des Moines. Detroit, Georgia, Holston, Illinois. 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Lexington, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Indiana, North Ohio, North-west German, North
west Indiana, Ohio, Rock River, Saint Louis, South-eastern 
Indiana, Southern Illinois, South-west German, Tennessee, 
Upper Iowa, West Virginia, W est Wisconsin, and W is
consin Conferences, apply to Rev. M e s s r s . H it c h c o c k , 
a n d  W a l d e n  at Chicago; and that the Missionary Com
mittees within the Baltimore, Black River, California, 
Central New York, Central Pennsylvania, Delaware, East 
Genesee, East German, East Maine, Eric, Genesee, Maine, 
Nevada, Newark, New England, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, New York East, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Providence, South Caro
lina, Texas, Troy, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, W il
mington, and Wyoming Conferences, apply to the Secre
taries at the M is s io n  R o o m s  i n  N e w  Y o r k .

T h e  C o n d it io n s  on which this general and gratui
tous distribution has been authorized, and with which all 
parties wishing to avail themselves o f  its advantages are 
expected strictly to comply, are the following, namely:

1. Application must be made by the “  Committee on 
Missions”  appointed by the Quarterly Conference, o f 
which the Preacher in Charge is Chairman.

2. The application must be in writing, and must state 
that it was written by order of the Committee.

3. The application must set forth the number o f mem
bers in full connection in the Church on whose behalf the 
application is made.

4. In the application the Committee must promise to 
prevent waste o f the papers, and to see that they are 
properly distributed.

5. The Committee must give specific instructions how 
to direct and send the papers, and agree to provide for 
the postage or freight on the same at the place where 
they are received.

In this liberal missionary movement the Board relies 
on the honor and fidelity of the Missionary Committees in 
the several Churches respectively for the faithful accom
plishment of its wishes.

Though it may cost you some trouble to carry out the 
foregoing regulations, yet we must be persuaded that 
your love for the cause, and your zeal in promoting its 
interests, will lead you cheerfully and faithfully to fulfill 
conditions which our experience has shown to be well- 
nigh indispensable to a successful administration o f this 
important branch of our. work.

P o s t a g e .— The postage is twelve cents a  year for any 
number of copies not exceeding e^?7ii,when sent in a  single 
package to one address, and at this rate for any greater 
number sent in the package, and must in all cases be 
paid quarterly or yearly in advanee at the post-office o f the 
subscriber.


