
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends o f the Earth.
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HOME AND FOREIGN WORK COMPARED,
T h e  Churches in the United States are 

quite divided in regard to the relative value 
of missions at home and missions abroad. In 
view of the sparse yet rapidly increasing pop
ulation in the Far West and in the North-west 
and South-west, and in view of the alarming 
increase of the degraded and dangerous popu
lations in our cities, many excellent Christian 
people are in doubt whether missionaries and 
money should be sent to heathen people in 
distant and dark lands ? In reply to this 
question, and toward removing the grave 
doubts in the minds of the friends of home 
missions, it is answered, that the people at 
home in Christian lands have had the Gospel 
preached to them fo r  months and years, and 
may, at any time within an hour or so, hear it 
every Sunday, if not every day, so that they 
are in a condition to accept or refuse it. But 
the inhabitants of heathen lands have never 
so much as heard of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Saviour of the world, and never have had an 
opportunity to choose or refuse the Saviour, 
“ having no hope, and without God in the 
world.” The general tenor of Scripture 
teaching is that “ there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved,” and salvation in this name 
is by faith alone. Hence Paul says, “ Who
soever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher? and how shall they 
preach except they be sent ? ” This apostolic 
putting of the case leads to the conclusion 
that there is no salvation outside of the min
istration of the “ Gospel of the grace of God.” 
And this must be done by individuals or by 
peoples. The history of the Church confirms 
this view. There is not, it is believed, a single 
well-authenticated case of the conversion of a 
soul, or of the rise and establishment of an 
evangelical Church or body of people, outside 
of the ministration of the Gospel of God. Out
side of this Gospel the people “ sit in the region 
and shadow of death.” And if a Socrates, a 
Plato, and a Confucius have appeared in the 
world, and passed into the heavens, they were 
such exceptions to the divine plan of salvation 
as was the ascension of Enoch and Elijah in 
regard to universal mortality, “  who did not 
see death,” as did all the world beside.

Now, with the bare possibility of two or 
three heathen sages escaping from earth to 
heaven, and the certainty of the whole world, 
that lieth in the wicked one, going down to 
hell without having had an opportunity of re
ceiving or rejecting the Gospel of God, can 
any Christian man or woman remain uncon
cerned ? Can we soothe our consciences with 
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the attenuated idea that the heathen “ are a 
law unto themselves,” and if they keep within 
it they will be saved ?

But do they keep within it? Can they 
keep within it without the Gospel of the 
grace of God? The history of the world 
shows they cannot. They must come to know 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, and to ex
perience the divine power of the Gospel. 
This is absolutely necessary to their salvation, 
and God hath laid upon the Church the duty 
of sending this Gospel to them. From this 
duty no individual can escape.

The home work, then, must be kept in the 
highest state of efficiency, that the Church 
may be willing, as she is undoubtedly able, to 
send forth the men and women into the open 
fields of the foreign work, and to supply the 
means for carrying it on triumphantly. The 
Church at home is the great stronghold from 
which must be sent out the officers, the men, 
and the munitions of war carried on for the 
redemption of the world. And the modern 
missionary enterprise throughout Christendom 
will not attain to its true height in the 
world until every man, woman, and child 
shall find their true places severally in the 
grand movement, and be ready to sacrifice all 
for the honor and glory of God. Then will 
the kingdom of God come with power.

THE ECCLESIASTICAL VOLCANO.
T h e  rumbling of the earth, and the shocks 

which accompany it, are not more clearly the 
evidences of the coming volcano than is the 
present violent agitation which shakes Europe 
to her center the evidence of a general up
heaval of society, and a reconstruction of 
States on the principles of civil and religious 
liberty. Evangelical religion will quickly 
follow in the train of this reconst ruction. In
deed, it often goes before, and prepares the 
way for success. This is the case at present 
in Italy, Mexico, and Spain. There are thou
sands of evangelical Christians scattered 
through each of these countries, and becoming 
organized into Churches as they become nu
merous enough in any particular place. They 
have proceeded so far as to hold conventions 
iu each of these countries, and to lay down a 
basis for evangelical Church organization. 
This they have done in Italy, Mexico, and 
Spain, and the associated Churches are be
coming visible in the communities in which 
they exist, and they are treated with respect.

W e find an interesting notice of this work 
in Spain in the Wesleyan Methodist Maga
zine for December, 1870. The writer says: 

S p a in  a n d  R e l ig io u s  L ib e r t y .— A  great work of seed- 
Bowing is at present being carried on in Spain. The 
Scriptures are being sold and circulated in great numbers, 
and tracts are being widely distributed by the Londou 
Tract Society, and other agencies, while missionaries of all

denominations have free ncecss to preach the Gospel in nil 
parts o f the country. Several native Protestant Churches 
have already been organized, and even among the Roman 
Catholic priesthood there is a yearning after religious lib
erty. A  paper, professing to be the “  Basis o f a Constitu
tion for a Spanish Church," lias been lately published, and 
the leading articles o f that basis we subjoin. The docu
ment was adopted at a meeting of Roman Catholic pres
byters, and some forty of their number have given in 
their adherence to it, while hopes are entertained thnt 
many more will join the party. Some o f the articles are 
provocative o f discussiou, but considering the quarter from 
which the basis emanates, it is entitled to grave consider
ation.

THE BASIS.
“  There is proclaimed and established in Spain a free na

tional Christian Church, which will be guided by the fol
lowing constitution until the meeting of the National 
Assembly :

A rticle I.— This Church receives confessors, and be
lieves every doctrine contained in the Holy Scriptures, the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene o f Constantinople, and that of 
St. Athanasius embodied in the first four Councils o f the 
Church.

“ II.— This Church, which possesses the faith o f all 
Churches truly Christian, will have its own proper dis
cipline, which may be amended according to conditions of 
time and place.

“  III.— This Church at present will be governed in 
every thing disciplinary by a Council o f twelve Presbyters 
and one president, who are all to be elected by the General 
Assembly, to meet every five years, if no shorter period be 
thought necessary by the majority o f the Council.

“ IV .— The towns will elect thè governing or parish 
minister, who shall be previously examined, ordained, and 
acknowledged by the Council.

“  V.— As booh as two hundred presbyters are convened 
together, they will be cited to form a Council o f the first 
General Assembly, the which will re-elect or rename a 
new Council to establish the mode or form of the celebra
tion o f Provincial Assemblies or Synods, as well as to give 
a definite approval, addition, or correction o f this basis, 
excluding, however, the one in reference to that o f ques
tions o f faith.

“ VI.— The ecclesiastical ministrations will be dispensed 
gratis in this Church, as done and ordered by Jesus Christ 
and the apostles, in virtue whereof there is abolished the 
payments at marriage, baptism, and burial; yet the min
isters o f this Church shall be watchful and ready, night 
and day, to fulfill their duties.

“  VII.— The ministers o f this Church are prohibited 
from receiving any salary from the State.

“  VIII.— Xo persons can be ministers o f this Church 
who do not live moral lives, are o f good manners, and 
whose religious and political principles are not clearly pre
sentable.

“  IX .— The ministers o f this Church are in every sense 
on a level with the members of their flock in the scale o f 
rank and social standing, and will be called guiding broth
ers, in conformity with the works and doctrine of Jesus 
Christ and the apostles.”

WEIGHTY FACTS.
T h e  Ch a r a c t e r  a n d  I n fl u e n c e  o f  M is s io n a r ie s .—  

The Rev. E. E. Jenkins, M. A-, formerly missionary in 
India, said at the Wesleyan Missionary Meeting in Loudon: 
“ it  lias been said by journals o f great authority that mis
sionaries are, for the most part, illiterate men, who have a 
peculiar talent for embarrassing governments and imped
ing civilization. I  do not thiuk that the history o f the 
promulgation o f Christianity in India will support this 
very charitable estimate of the missionary’s worth. As 
for the first charge— W ho translated the Bible into fifteen
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Indian languages? The missionaries. W ho are the 
authors o f the best grammars and lexicons that illustrate 
and expound those languages? Besclii, and Tates, aud 
Winslow— missionaries. W ho were the pioneers o f the 
researches which, under W ilson and Max Muller, have 
brought to light the treasures o f Pali and Sanskrit? 
Tates, and Gogerly, and Spence Hardy— missionaries. 
W ho have contributed to literature the most minute and 
trustworthy accounts o f  the manners, the customs, the re
ligions and castes o f the Hindu races? The missionaries. 
W ho are the leaders in that intellectual crusade against 
the tyranny and the ruthless intolerance o f the old Brah- 
minical system, that vast superstructure o f error, which 
thank G od ! is now nodding to its fall? Not Chunder Sen 
aud his colleagues, but the missionaries. So much for 
their want o f scholarship and culture. ”

SELF-TORTURE.
T h e  self-torture which men and women in 

‘ heathen lands have inflicted on themselves, 
and still do inflict, in hope o f obtaining eter
nal salvation, would be pronounced incredible 
were it not vouched for by men and women 
o f intelligence and integrity. The following 
testimony is given by eye-witnesses. They 
are persons well known at home. One feels 
appalled at such ignorance and degradation 
touching divine things. W ho can appreciate 
the value o f  the Christian mission to heathen 
lands when it goes “ to open their blinded 
eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power o f Satan to God, that they 
may receive the remission o f sins, and an in
heritance among them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in me.”  [The commission of Jesus 
Christ to Saul o f Tareus, given on the plains of 
Damascus.]

ASCETICISM I f f  INDIA.
BY REV. J. D. BROWN, INDIA CONFERENCE.

Asceticism o f the severest kind has been popular in 
India for many centuries, and is still practiced by thou
sands o f her deluded people. Of these self-torturing as
cetics there are two classes, actuated by very different 
motives. The first, and doubtless the larger class, is com
posed o f men, who hope by their austerities to gain no
toriety, and thereby secure the homage o f their fellow- 
religionists. These men know full well that such sanctity 
as they are supposed to have attained by their self-torture 
will give them a power and influence over the people 
which they cannot obtain in any other way.

Man is naturally ambitious o f power. To obtain this 
coveted boon men in civilized lands sacrifice truth, hon
esty, honor, and every manly virtue with which God has 
endowed them. With the same unworthy motive the 
ambitious Hiudoo leaves home aud kindred, strips him
self almost or entirely naked, besmears liis body with 
ashes and cow  duug, allows his hair to grow, and retires 
to some wild spot in the lonely jungle, where he lives in 
a miserable hovel or uuder a tree, eating sparingly o f the 
coarsest o f food.

By and by the people hear o f this holy man, and his 
opinion is eagerly sought in matters o f importance, and 
his blessing and an iuterest in his prayers invoked by 
thousands who prostrate themselves at liis feet, even go
ing so far as to driuk the water in which his feet had just 
been washed. Now gifts are poured in abundantly, aud 
the dirty, filthy ascetic becomes, in the eyes o f his igno
rant countrymen, a very demigod, whose blessing insures 
prosperity ia both worlds, and whose curse is dreaded by 
all, from the highest to the lowest. His highest ambition 
lias been gratified; he has gained power.

The second class is composed o f men o f thoughtful
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minds, who sincerely desire to serve God, and thereby 
secure rest for their souls. Believing they must conquer 
self before they can overcome the gods, they commence a 
lire o f the strictest asceticism, practicing the most dread
ful austerities. One stretches his hand toward heaven 
and vows never to take it down again; another never to 
speak again; and, what seems almost incredible, the vow 
is rigidly performed.

I  once met oue o f these poor deluded ascetics in the 
city o f Moradabad. His arm stood straight up, and was 
perfectly stiff. The finger nails were several inches long, 
and curled about the ends o f his fingers like the claws of 
a hawk. I have frequently seen these men in my out-door 
congregations, and have often observed them listening with 
most intense interest to the Gospel; and some o f them 
have, after long years o f painful fastings and wearisome 
pilgrimages, found in Christ a satisfying portion; and a 
few are preaching the Gospel among tlieir fellow-country
men. The following interesting sketch is a free transla
tion o f a brief article found in the August number o f 
“ The Christian Star,”  a live vernacular paper published 
for our India Conference iu Lucknow, India.

THE EARNEST FAKIR.

While on a preaching tour among the villages last year, 
the Rev. Mr. Leupolt had an interview with a noted fakir, 
or religious ascetic. This fakir was forty-two years old, 
and, having heard o f the missionary, was very anxious to 
meet him. From childhood he had been earnestly striv
ing to attain to a knowledge of the true God. The books 
which had been given him to read afforded him no con
solation ; they did not contain what he wanted, aud he 
still longed for more spiritual knowledge.

When eighteen 3rears old he became a fakir, and, leaving 
home and kindred, he built for himself a little straw hovel, 
or mere shed. Remaining here a short time, he grew 
dissatisfied, being convinced that he was learning- noth
ing o f God, and getting no nearer to him than lie had 
been before. He still felt the world in his heart, and 
thought greater seclusion necessary. In hope o f obtain
ing the desire o f his soul, he dug a cave in the ground) 
into which lie crept, and remained two years without ever 
beholding either the sun or moon, and never conversed 
with any one during all that time. When any one placed 
food in his gloomy abode for him, he ate it, aud fasted 
when none was provided.

A t the end o f two years his soul was still unhappy; 
aud his unhealthy dungeon* together with his poor food, 
brought on sickness. Sick in both soul aud body, he 
crawled out o f his miserable abode, and, returning to his 
shed, lie, for eighteen long years, dragged out a miserable 
existence; but the knowledge for which his soul was 
longing was not obtained. When the missionary told 
him o f Christ— how he satisfies the longings of our immor
tal souls, and supplies all our wants— the "fakir cried out, 
“ 1 need just such a teacher as Christ; I  will go with 
you.” Immediately leaving his hovel and forsaking his 
asceticism, he became an earnest inquirer after the way 
o f salvation through Christ, and is doubtless ere this in 
possession o f that for which his soul sought for so many 
years— a satisfying portion.

THE GREAT RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD.
D b. F o w le r , o f Chicago, in his late mis 

sionary sermon before the Rock River Con
ference, groups the great religions o f the 
world thus:

The religions o f the world may be summed up in four 
great fam ilies, radically distinguished by their conceptions 
o f the fundamental idea o f God: Buddhism, Brahmiuism) 
Mohammedanism, and Christianity. Buddhism is accepted 
by 300,000,000 o f people, Brahminism by 150,000,000, 
Mohammedanism by 180,000.000, Christianity by 369,- 
000,000. Buddhism is atheistic— practically that there is 
no God— saying, “  The Iufinite cannot be revealed to the 
fiuite.”  Brahminism is pantheistic— that every thing is 
God. Mohammedanism is deistic—that there is but one 
God and no Saviour. Christianity accepts God as re
vealed in liis W ord and Son. Buddhism, ramified into 
84,000 sects, and Brahminism, divided into 270 castes, are 
found chiefly in China and India, with their 330,000,000 
o f gods. Mohammedanism is found in Turkey, Arabia, 
Africa, and India. Christianity controls North America,

South America, Europe, Northern Asia, British India, 
Oceanica, and other territory in Asia and Africa, amount
ing to as many square miles as that occupied by the 
United States*
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GEMS OF MISSIONARY THOUGHT.
T h e  annual missionary sermon was preached 

before the Rock River Conference at its last 
session by Rev. C. H. Fowler, D.D. It was 
a very effective discourse; logical for the 
manifestation o f truth, and sparkling for the 
manifestation o f feeling. W e have read it 
with great pleasure and profit.

In answer to the question, Does this mis
sion work need a defense ? he says:

It is at hand in the spirit o f  our age. This is an ag
gressive time. Thought leaps out o f ail restraints, and 
runs with the burning torches o f inquiry into the unex
plored regions beyond each science. Books publish from 
the house-tops all secrets— new people rise into the 
problems o f political economy with every season. New 
Churches appear above the horizon of faith with every 
Sabbath. Every thing is pushing toward the outer verge 
o f things. Christianity cannot stand still, cannot be other 
than aggressive, cannot be other than missionary. An 
old mummy paganism, wearing the turban and sandals o f 
Abraham’s daj', may be shut in by its native hills or 
rivers; but the living Gospel o f  this living age, having in 
it the divine and imperative “ G o ” o f the Prophet of Naz
areth, must overleap all streams aud all seas, aud take 
the world in the embrace o f its purpose, or it must cease 
to be the religion o f this living time.

Does the mission work still need defense? Its defense 
is the defense o f Christianity itself. Originally and o f ne
cessity to be any thing, Christianity must needs be purely 
missionary. It is Divine truth breaking into a heathen 
world. Christ comes as a missionary. Christ is one sent. 
He comes needed but uninvited. He crowds himself 
upon the race when nothing awaits him but a manger 
and a cross. He draws all his supplies from other worlds. 
He patiently iutrenches in a hostile world, and under
takes its subjugation. He is seeking the lost, calling not 
the righteous but sinners to repentance. W e are to have 
his spirit Thus the New Testament Church is the 
mightiest missionary society ever launched upon the sea 
o f the centuries. I f  your heart is too narrow and local to 
take in this mission work, look well to i t  Chtist always 
stays out with his cause.

Does this mission work still need defense? It is ready 
in the fact that it is necessary to Christian life. “  Freely 
ye have received ’’ is followed, in the same Divine breath, 
by “ freely give.”  The gift and the duty are inseparable. 
God’s government o f souls, like his government o f worlds, 
is through agencies. When he conquers a people lie 
mans the fortresses and conscripts the forces, not by out
side compulsion but by inside impulsion. When a soul 
touches him it is healed. When healed it straightens up. 
When it Btraighteus up it proclaims his glory. The mo
ment a soul touches the Rock, it cannot but call to the 
struggling swimmers in the surf. In the old days when 
courageous and desperate men went with their teams across 
the plains to California, one poor man made the journey on 
foot A  gentleman who went with teams and abundance 
told me that this man skirted their camp for weeks. A t 
last they struck the Alkali Desert, where so many found 
disaster and death. By dint o f hard driving they crossed 
and camped, and were leisurely eating a good supper on 
the bank o f a stream when this footman walked by to the 
river. He drank and returned to the wagon. They in
vited him to eat He declined, but asked to borrow a 
rubber bucket He was covered with the Alkali dust, 
his hair was matted, aud his hat was gone. His shoes 
were gone. His bare feet were sore and bleeding. His 
tongue was still swollen. His lips were parched and 
cracked. His bare teeth were still begrimed with the 
sand. They asked him where lie was going. He pointed 
to the awful desert o f death, and said, “  There are men 
dying there, and I must ^o to them.”  So when a poor 
soul, wandering on the desert o f sin, foot-sore, and 
bruised, and famishing, reaches and drinks o f the fountain 
o f eternal life, the first aud imperative impulse is, “ There 
are dying men yonder, and I must go to them.” This in-
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lieres in Christian life. Resist the divine impulse and you 
die. This makes the missionary work a necessity.

Does this mission work still need defense? The final 
appeal is to our Great Commander. Listen to his order. 
His word is above appeal. In the hour o f holy com
munion with the Church, lie says, “  My Father hath sent 
me; even so send I you.”  Yonder, above Olivet, over
looking the Holy City, in the presence of his believing 
followers, with his bauds outspread in benediction, as his 
feet leave the mountain summit, and the disciples gaze in 
adoring awe, and chariots o f light await his bidding, and 
uuuumbered angels watch his ascent, in just this supreme 
moment o f all history, his last word, his richest, life-giving 
blessing, falls upon the Church: ‘ ‘ All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nation?, baptizing them in the name o f the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to ob
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and 
lo, I am with you alway, even to the end o f the world.” 
This is the end of controversy. This work must be done.

INDIA.
FROM THE MOUNTAINS OF INDIA —  OLD-FASHIONED METH

ODIST EXPERIENCE.

T h e  following letter has been received at 
the Mission Rooms. It is -written by Rev. P. 
T . Wilson, from the midst of the Himalaya 
Mountains. Every year’s correspondence from 
heathen lands convince# us more and more of 
the deep and genuine evangelical experience 
of many of the native members found in our 
missions in India and China. The following 
letter is additional proof of this great and en
couraging fact:

The third Quarterly Conference for the Paori work was 
held at Srinuger on 21st to the 24th of October, inclusive. 
Srimiger, which is seven miles from the mission residence, 
is the old capital o f this part o f the country, and is the 
largest town in British Gurhwal.

Here at Paori, at au elevation o f some five to six 
thousand feet, the snow-clad peaks o f the Himalayas stand 
out in all their sublime beauty. A  trip o f three hours 
took us to the Alaknauda, one of the chief branches o f 
the Granges, on whose banks stands Srinuger.

At seven o’clock on Friday evening we all gathered in 
the mission chapel for a season of prayer, and at eight on 
the following morning the Scriptures were read and en
forced, and we again engaged in prayer.

The Christians from Paori aud from Baugar, an outstation, 
being all collected, we had quite a congregation. At the 
evening services it Was manifest that the Holy Spirit was 
working in our midst. Sinners were urged to seek the 
Lord, and, when invited to stand up and make their deter
mination and wishes known, several arose.

At seven o ’clock on Sabbath morning we were in the 
Mission Chapel; it was well filled, about one hundred and 
twenty persous being present. We first spent an hour in 
love-feast; the bread aud water were passed around as at 
home. How appropriate this usage here, where it clearly 
indicates that we are all o f  one caste, all o f one family! 
Filleen native brethren aud sisters bore witness to the 
power of Jesus to forgive sins; their testimony was clear 
and to the point. After this Rev. Henry Mansell, our 
Presiding Eider, preached from Phil, i, 6. Then the 
sacrament was administered. Some seventeen o f our native 
brethren and sisters joined us in this blessed feast.

At night we were again at the place o f worship. The 
word was read and explained, after jvhich we continued in 
prayer. The power o f God came down upon us. Kyali, 
an exhorter, obtaiuing a great blessing, shouted aloud the 
praises o f God. He arose and, going up the aisle, exhorted 
all to prayer and praise. A t the close o f the services 
several testified to the eleansieg power o f the blood of 
Christ

Monday morning we again met for divine worship, after 
which the business of our Quarterly Conference was at. 
tended to, and near twelve in the day we began to ascend 
the hQl to Paori. W e made the ascent, near 4,000 feet, in 
less than four hours, aud found the change o f climate de
cided, it being much cooler up here than at Srinuger.

W o might mention that we have at the latter place a prom
ising Anido-vernaeular school o f more than a hundred 
boys, and besides two schools containing near forty girls. 
These children attend the Sabbath-school and public serv
ices, and are receiving a thorough Christian training.

Duiing our stay we preached daity in tiie Srinuger 
bazaar; many heard the word. We can but leave the re
sult with God.

We are looking to the expected visit o f Brother Taylor 
among us with hope. W e know that there is a great 
work to be done here that the Holy Spirit can alone do 
for us.

P a o r i, I n d ia , Oct. 25, 1870.

HONEY-COMBING INDIA.
R e p o r t s  from travelers, from resident mer

chants, from civil and military gentlemen resi
dent in India, and from intelligent missionaries 
resident in the country, testify to the great 
and significant fact, that the influence of 
Christian missions' and Christian civilization 
is ^gradually, yet surely, penetrating every 
class of the native people. They are giving 
up their confidence in their own ancient relig
ions, and turning with inquiring hope to the 
Christian religion. They themselves are be
coming sensible of this great change going on 
among them, and they anticipate the legiti
mate results. This is the great preparatory 
fruit of Christian missions, and will, not very 
long hence, lead to a sudden downfall of idol
atry and superstition. This view is well and 
truly set forth by Rev. John Hutcheson of the 
Wesleyan Missions in the Mysore, India, 
dated May 16, 1870. He says:

The national faith is rapidly losing its hold upon the 
people generally. Dissatisfaction is often expressed at 
many of its doctrines, ceremonies, aud customs. Wide
spread doubt is now breaking the spell of superstition, 
and opening the Hindu mind to conviction. W e bear 
frequent confessions o f  a belief in the trnth of Christianity, 
and o f its uliimate triumph. Some o f the old sacred 
Brahmins, our greatest enemies and our bitterest oppo
nents, are, in their degradation and poverty, now compelled 
to admit, that a mighty change is taking place all over 
the country. They tetl us, “ Our time is gone, and your 
time is com e ;”  but, as a set-off to this confession, they 
add, “ What else can we expect? This is the Kali Yuga; ’> 
that is, the “ iron age.”  Let me add a few illustrations 
o f what I  have stated. Hardly any one will now under
take to defend idolatry. Many o f the old objections to 
Christianity are now seldom mentioned. Our street con
gregations in general listen with greater respect, and are 
less fond o f discussion. Our week-evening preachings in 
our school-rooms to the heathen are very interesting. 
Many o f our hearers return week after week.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMING.
W id e  and accurate observations of the ex

ternal progress of modern Protestant missions 
do not show their real progress. There is an 
internal enlightening and leavening of indi
vidual minds and hearts, which gradually 
leads to Church organization, and thus be
comes visible and confessed. The precious 
seed of the Gospel has been well scattered 
through Turkey in Asia, from the Bosphorus 
eastward to Persia, and from the confines of 
Russia on the north to the Indian Ocean on 
the south; so that the traveler can scarcely 
enter a town of any importance in Central and 
Western Turkey in which he may not find a 
Christian, or even a Christian family, ready 
to assist in spreading the kingdom of God. 
Turkey has become inoculated with Chris

tianity, and its leavening influence is passing 
into Persia. The American Board has been 
the chief agent, under God, in accomplishing 
this great work; and it h:i6 passed from the 
regions of the Tigris and the Euphrates and 
established an efficient mission in Persia, the 
land of Cyrus, the friend of God’s ancient 
people. India is being penetrated by the doc
trine and spirit, and even the usages, of Chris
tianity; sotliat individual Christians, or even 
Christian families, may be found in nearly every 
principal town. China also is becoming in
oculated, and her Christian children are fre
quently found widely dispersed in the interior.

W e have been led to make these remarks 
by reading, in the “ Missionary Herald” for 
December, 1870, an account of a visit to Had- 
jin, in the Central Turkey Mission of the 
American Board. The visitors were Rev. 
Mr. Trowbridge and a Turkish gentleman, 
(Effendi,) who is the civil head of the Prot
estant community. Mr. Trowbridge, writing 
home, says:

The chief impression left on my own mind is that the peoplo 
generally are far more ready to hear and read the Gospel 
than is commonly supposed, that is, the Christian popula
tions. A  knowledge o f Protestant faith has found its way 
into the remotest corners o f the land. The American 
Churches should never resort to “  tabular views ”  to ascer
tain the success of their foreign missions, for it often hap
pens that a missionary’s strongest hopes lie quite outside 
o f what makes the largest array of figures. A s I write this, 
a conversation I had with the Turkish gentleman occurs to 
me. He remarked: “ I  have traveled a great deal among 
the Protestants o f Syria and Turkey, and the strongest 
impression I have does not arise from the schools, books, 
or churches, as pledges that Protestantism is to be a suc
cess in Turkey, but from the prodigious extent to which 
the country at large is leavened by Protestant truth. 
The grandest results o f your labors are not at all ap
parent.”

THE MISSIONARY CAUSE IN THE NINE
TEENTH CENTURY.

T h e following is a rapid sketch of the prog
ress of the missionary cause in the world dur
ing the present century. W e copy it from 
the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for No
vember, 1870 .

And here we cannot b u t refer to the changes that have 
taken place since the beginning of this century, aud recog
nize in them the finger of God. Then the world was 
scarcely open to the action of the Church. Slavery resisted 
every effort to reach the W est; the Southern Archipelagos 
were eugulfed in heathenism; a dark cloud enwrapped the 
whole continent o f Africa; avarice and misapprehension 
denied all approach to India, and Carey, with liis com
panions, labored under the protection o f a foreign flag; the 
wall o f China, inclosing a third of the earth’s population, 
had scarcely been breached; many languages had no 
written form, and few were thoroughly mastered; and re
mote countries were reached with difficulty and danger. 
But what has God W rought ? Doors o f usefulness are open 
far and near: and the vision, not o f one man. but o f a mul
titude, is calling to the Church for help. Tiie fetters o f 
British slavery are broken forever, and “ by terrible 
things in righteousness ”  has American slavery been 
crusht-d. The South Seas are vocal with the praise of 
Jehovah, aud in many islands where, thirty years ago, not 
a Christian could be found, there is now not an idolater. 
the bright bow of promise rests on Africa; India through
out its length and breadth i8 accessible, and they “  o f the 
land o f Sinim,”  and of regions far beyond, see the dawning 
light. Nearly all the languages and dialects o f men are 
well known; science and art and commerce are pressed 
into the service of the Gospel, while national antipathies 
are every-where giving way, and the heart and the mind 
o f the world are awakening from the lethargy o f long 
centuries, and feeling after something holier and happier 
than they have yet attained.
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN ROME AND IN 
ITALY.

T h e  opinion prevails, perhaps, generally, 
that religious liberty is now legally estab
lished in Italy, and also in Rome. W e appre
hend that this is a mistake. Religious liberty 
exists in Italy only by sufferance on the part 
of the Government, sustained by public opin
ion. In the city of Rome it is probable that 
it does not exist at all, because of the strong 
desire of the Government not to offend the 
Pope. Protestant Missions may be estab
lished in Italy, and carried on without dan
ger, we apprehend. But not so in Rome. 
We must wait awhile, until religious liberty, 
by law or by tolerance, shall open the gates 
of the eternal city, and assure us of safety 
and freedom within. Until then we must 
work outside of the city, as besiegers, until 
the besieged shall capitulate. This outside 
field is the most promising, and we hope soon 
to be in it. The Bishop having charge assures 
us that this shall be the case.

This singular condition of Italy and of 
Rome in regard to religious liberty is thus 
stated in “ Evangelical Christendom” for 
December, 1870, published in London:

On the 19th o f October the government issued a decree 
-which lias produced deep regret iu the minds not only o f 
those who are desirous o f seeing the Gospel spread in this 
land, but also o f all who are the friends of true liberty. 
According to that decree, whoever does any thing in 
Rome to offend the religion of the State, or to excite the 
people to despise it, may be fined £80, and imprisoned 
for one year. It also prohibits the introduction iuto that 
city o f auy books or journals published in other provinces 
of Italy which may offend the Roman Catholic religion or 
insult the person o f the Pope. According to this decree( 
therefore, books which have been published with the' 
sanction of the Procuratore Reggio, and can be freely 
sold in auy other part o f Italy, may be sequestered in 
Rome, and the vender fined and imprisoned.

HEATHEN THEOLOGICAL LOGIC,
W e well remember when, in our early ex

perience of religion, and in our early preach
ing of the Gospel, we thought all that was 
required for che salvation of the heathen wTas 
to preach to them the Gospel of God. We 
had regarded the Gospel as such a fountain 
of light and power as to be irresistible, and 
that idolatry must necessarily hasten to fall 
before it, and that the doctrine of one only 
and true God would be instantly accepted 
upon presentation. W e have not changed our 
opinion in regard to the light and power of 
the Gospel, but we have improved it in re
gard to the moral and intellectual resistance 
which heathens make to its claims. This re
sistance has brought into the discussion most, 
if not all, of the metaphysical questions of our 
own days and of former ages, and missionaries 
ought to be well informed in regard to all 
these matters, as they are get for the defense 
of the GospeL Frequently there is much ta<?t 
and intelligence exhibited by heathen men in 
objecting to the Gospel. The following is a 
specimen, taken from the “ Wesleyan Mission
ary Notices” for December, 1870. Rev. F. 
Truman communicates it from India to the 
Mission House in Londor. He says:

Sometimes we meet with men who are honest enough 
to tell us in a straightforward way that they shall not 
embrace Christianity. One man of this class with whom

I met defended himself and his people thus: he said, 
“ One God made us all, did he n ot?” I answered “ Yes.”  
“ But,” said he, “ you see he has made us differently; for 
lie has given you a white skin, and me a black one. In 
the same way he has given us different religions. To 
you lie has given Christianity, and you have seen God 
through your Veda. W e have not seen him through the 
Veda. He has given us our religion, and we see God 
through the Swamys. Our religion, therefore, is right for 
us, and yours is right for you. Y ou have consequently 
no need to come here and teach us Christianity, for we 
shall not receive it.”  He further said, “  This is the relig
ion of our forefathers, and in professing it we do but fol
low their example. You also act in accordance with this 
principle; you are a Christian because your forefathers 
were Christians.”  I replied that in ancient times my 
forefathers were idolaters; but that, when Christianity 
was preached to them, they saw idolatry to be wrong and 
Christianity to be right, and they forsook the one and em
braced the other.

BAPTIST MISSIONS.
WHOLE VILLAGES TURNING TO JESUS— HUNDREDS AWAIT

ING BAPTISM.

T h e  Baptist Church is among the most act
ive and successful in the work of modern 
evangelical missions. Their missions in South
ern India, in Siam, and in Burmah, are greatly 
prospered of the Lord. A  letter from Mr. 
Clough, of August 6, says, “ Whole villages of 
the Teloogoos, in the Madras Presidency, are 
turning to Jesus, and hundreds are waiting 
for baptism.” The letter further says:

Our work still moves on like a noble river. Every 
month I hear of whole villages that are casting away their 
idols and turning to Jesus for salvation; one hundred and 
eighty-three have united with us since January, 1870. The 
last company, fifteen in number, were baptized last Sab
bath. Brethren Timpany and M’Laurin were present, 
having come up to see the place, preachers, people, etc., 
with us. Mr. M’Laurin was highly pleased with all he 
saw. W e are glad, because he will have so much more 
courage to wade through the Teloogoo roots and idioms.

Three Hundred Awaiting Baptism .— Our native preacher, 
Kondiah, stated that he thought that at least three 
hundred on his field were ready for baptism. I  am off 
for that locality within two or three days. The weather 
¡s very hot, but I  believe I  shall be taken care of, and 
have no fears.

Giving Good Evidence.— Some o f  those men baptized 
yesterday never saw a preacher, native or foreign, and 
never heard of Jesus until a few weeks ago. And 3'et it 
seemed as if there was no mistake about their conversion. 
One man said that he felt it in his soul, and we could not 
shake him. He knew it. Yesterday I  was trying, 
through an interpreter, to give them a short account o f 
the Bible story from the Creation to the Ascension of 
Christ. O, it was painful to see the amazement depicted 
on their faces! they had never heard so much Bible before.

The missionary says, “ The most of these 
people came a distance of forty miles, and 
some of them sixty, to be baptized.”

MISSIONARY AMMUNITION.
In our October number we stated that re

liable statistics was the best missionary am
munition, and we gave specimens of special 
and general statistics. Since then the Amer
ican Board has held its sixty-first annual meet
ing, and from its proceedings we make the 
following extract:

F in a n c ia l  H is t o r y  o f  t h e  Y e a r .— At the end o f the 
first half o f the present year the receipts had been larger 
than was anticipated; but afterward they were smaller. 
From September 1, 1869, to March 1, 187 0, there was a 
gain, upon the same period the year before, o f $47,330 81. 
During the next four months there was a loss o f $33,343 
82; and during the last two mouths the loss was

$80,627 40. A t the end o f the year it was found that 
the donations had fallen $45,769 89 below those of the 
previous year.

T r e a s u r e r ’s  St a t e m e n t .— The treasurer’s statement 
was substantially as follow s:

Income o f the year—From donations, $378,688 07 ; 
from legacies, $75,066 35 ; from other sources» $7,304. 
making a total o f $461,058 42. The expenditures o f the 
year have amounted to $477,464 80. Hence, aB the 
year opened with a debt o f $5,925 41, it closed with a 
debt o f $22,331 79.

A s the sum appropriated last autumn for current ex
penses was $520,000, it may be asked, ‘ ‘ W hy was not a 
larger amount actually expended? ” The committee are 
happy to say that the cost o f exchange has been nearly 
$28,000 below the original estimate; and less has been 
expended for the re-inforcement o f the different missions 
than was desired or expected.

SURVEY OP THE MISSIONS.

Rev. N. J. Clark read a report on the good prospects 
for missionary labor in Turkey in Asia, Hindostán, Mada
gascar, and the Sandwicli Islands. The native laborers 
were 1,015, o f whom 119 are Pastors, and the remainder 
were flourishing and traiuing-up ministers. The number 
o f single ladies in the missions was 40, having charge of 
20 boarding-houses for native girls. During the year 
1,580 members were added to the Churches on profession 
o f faith; and the native Pastors increased from 106 to 119. 
The 58 Hawaiian Churches support their own ministers.

BEQUESTS AN D  DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r so n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

1 give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o f  
t h e  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  Ch u r c h , ’ ’ incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State o f  New York, the sum 
o f ; and the receipt o f the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

FO RM  OF A  D EVISE OF LAN D  TO SAID  
SOCIETY.

I give and devise to “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  o f  
t h e  M e th o d ist  E p is c o p a l  Ch u r c h , ”  incorporated by the 
Legislature o f the State of New York, the following lands 
and premises, that is to say:

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.
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T e r m s .— One copy will be given monthly to each family in 
our Churches throughout the connection, on application of 
the respective missionary committees. The application in 
every case must be in writing, and must set forth that 
the committee ask for but one copy for each fa mil}', that 
they will scrupulously take care of the papers and see that 
they are properly distributed, and that they will provide 
for the postage or freight on the same. The missionary 
committees in the several Conferences west o f Erie and 
Pittsburgh will make their application to Hitchcock & 
Walden at Chicago, and the committees in the several 
conferences east o f the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including 
these two Conferences, and the Conferences o f the Pacific, 
will apply to the Secretaries at 805 Broadway, New 
York. Let each application state particularly to whose 
address, and by what mode o f conveyance, the papers are 
to be sent.

P o s t a g e .— The postage is twelve cents a year for any 
number of copies not exceeding eight, when sent iu a single 
package to one address, and at this rate for any greater 
number sent in the package, and must in all cases be 
paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post-office o f thn 
subscriber.


