
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends of the Earth.
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Shortly after my arrival a carriage came to take me to 

the house o f my friend, Nund Kishore. I found him very 
ill from a low intermittent fever contracted on the mount
ains, and for which I treated him last year in Nynee Tal. 
He is in Government service, and was at that time hold
ing an appointment in Kumaon. I made his acquaintance 
in Moradabad in 1863. It was at his suggestion that 
the medical class we now have under instruction was 
undertaken a year and a half ago. After examining liis 
case as thoroughly as I could, he asked my opinion as 
to how it would terminate with him, and said he was not 
afraid to die if it was God’s will. He said he had called 
me to have my advice as a physician, and also as a Christian 
minister and friend, adding, “  I want prayer, and I knew 
you would pray for me.”

I had on different occasions conversed closely with 
him on the subject o f religion, and had thought him inter
ested and moved. I now urged him to look to Jesus for 
pardon and salvation; he replied, “ I  cannot doubt his 
willingness to save me, since he came into this world 
and died for sinners.”

I proposed prayer; he replied, “ Thank you; I am 
very glad; will you pray in Hindustanee, bo that they can 
hear in the other room ?” meaning the female members of 
the family.

I shall not soon forget that hour; to me it was a 
precious time and place, one of the blessed rewards o f our 
toil. I was then invited to see his wife, who is in a deli
cate state o f  health, a most interesting appearing native 
lady. She, at lease, had for the first time heard that day the 
language of Christian prayer. I then proposed to have 
Brother Wheeler come with me the following day, so that 
the Pundit might make his acquaintance and call him to 
pray or to converse with him at any future time when he 
might desire.

A t the time appointed we called together, and, after 
giving all the advice I could for both body and mind, I 
read some o f the precious words of Jesus, and we knelt 
by his bedside in prayer, after which I marked several 
passages in my little pocket Testament and left it with 
him.

A s we went out I was called to see a young woman 
evidently near to death, the sister o f one o f the first class 
of young men in the mission schooL I tried to tell her of 
Jesus, but fear she did not comprehend much o f what I 
said. „ 1  thought, What a sphere this would be for one o f 
our Christian women educated in medicine!

Just before leaving, Brother Wheeler and myself visit
ed, by invitation, Moulvie Shah Alley's girls’ school. The 
Moulvie said there were forty present. W e were only 
permitted to see the smaller girls, while we heard the 
others read and answer questions from behind a screen. 
They read well, and were acquiring a considerable amount 
o f useful knowledge. While at the Mission House a na
tive gentleman called to see me, who said that, at Col. 
Ramsay’s request, he came to hear me preach in Huldwa- 
nee nearly two years ago. He said it was the only 
Christian “  preach ”  he ever heard. He told me what the 
subject was and many things that were said, and that he 
had never forgotten it, and that it had made him feel 
strangely and think so much about being a Christian. 
“ But, sir, how can we resist temptation?" This remark 
gives a true insight into native character amoug the 
higher classes. To resist temptation, to live pure, chaste 
lives, seems to them an impossibility.

I T A L Y ,
P b o t e s t a n t  M is s io n s  are slowly but surely 

finding their way into various parts of Italy. 
The movement is internal, and works out
wardly in individual action until it becomes
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THE PLAÎT

1. To organize every-where Sunday and evening 
schools for gratuitous instruction in the English lan
guage.

2. To open a central school in San Francisco, in which 
the Chinese can secure a complete English education un
der positive religious influence.

3. The accompanying engraving represents “  The Chi
nese Mission Institute,”  now in course o f erection for the 
use of this mission in San Francisco, on Washington- 
etreet, between Stockton and Powell. The building will 
be fifty-six feet front on Washington-street, seventy feet 
deep, and three stories high above the basement The 
basement will be for rental purposes. On the main floor 
there will be three school-rooms, nineteen by thirty-five 
feet, with folding doors between, so that, when desirable, 
they can all be thrown into one room for general school 
exercises or religious services.

On the second floor there will be two school-rooms, with 
folding doors between, a long corridor, rooms for the fam
ily of the native assistant, and a library.

The third floor is designed for a female department, and 
will be finished and furnished for that purpose if the nec
essary funds can be secured. There will also be a par
sonage for the family o f  the superintendent, and rooms for 
the assistant teachers. The building is to be compleu‘il 
by the first o f November, at which time as many of the 
schools will be opened as practicable. The lot is ample, 
fifty-six by one hundred and thirty-seven and a half feet, 
and has a narrow street on either side, running through 
to Jackson-street. The location is favorable for the work 
designed.

The Rev. O. Gibson, Superintendent of the 
above institution, has sent us the preceding 
cut. This building is intended to be the cen
ter and home of our new and important mis
sion to the Chinese on the Pacific Coast. 

i No. 308.

According to the rule for administering Do
mestic Missions, it will be under the care 
of the California Conference, within whose 
bounds it lies. The eyes of the different 
Churches in America are turned toward these 
strange people— still more strange in our land 
than in their own— and there is a strong spon
taneous movement toward sending Christian 
missions to them. Our Church has made a 
well-directed beginning, as will be seen 
above. This new missionary movement ought 
to increase the missionary spirit o f our 
Churches, and increase also the contributions to 
our missionary treasury. The contributions 
of the Church should be enlarged, with the 
enlargement and multiplication of the oppor
tunities for preaching the Gospel of Christ to 
thosè who have not heard it. Let us push 
forward the Redeemer’s kingdom one more 
step toward final triumph.

T H E  SICK PUNDIT.
BY REV. DE. HUMPHREY, INDIA.

As I  was about leaving for Huldwanee to visit the 
Dispeusary and School there, a few days since, a letter 
came to hand requesting me to come immediately to Mo
radabad to see Pundit Nund Kishore. I  was informed 
that he was very ill, and had just come from Central India, 
whither be had been sent by Government a few months 
ago.

A s soon as arrangements could be made for the jour
ney I started, and arrived the following day. I  was wel
comed at the Mission House by Brothers Wheeler and 
Elliot, both o f  whom I  found well and hard at work.

916 W a s h i n g t o n -s t u k e t , S a n  F r a n c is c o .
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strang enough to take an organization. This 
was done years ago by the Waldensians, and 
lately to some extent by “  The Free Italian 
Churches ”  at Milan ; and very recently by the 
Wesleyan missionaries and their assistants, 
under the supervision of Mr. Piggott, from 
England. These Methodist missions in Italy 
have two principal fields of labor, one in the 
north and one in the south, and are assisted 
by grants of money from the Parent Society 
in England. They have lately held their An
nual Conference in Padua, under the presi
dency of Mr. Piggott. From reports made 
to this Conference, it appears that there are 
in that part of the Peninsula ten principal 
stations, where either a minister or evangelist 
teacher is laboring. In addition to these 
there are five or six villages where meetings 
are held from time to time. In connection 
with these different stations there are five 
hundred and twenty communicants.

In addition to the missions in the north of 
Italy the Methodists have also a mission in 
the south; so that in connection with this 
Church there are in this land 17 ministers 
and evangelists, 15 principal stations, 10 
schools, 450 scholars, and 686 communicants.

NEW  YORK, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1870.

GEMS O F MISSIONARY T H O U G H T .
U p o n  the reunion of the two great bodies 

of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States it became necessary to organize a new 
Board of Missions for the Presbyterian body. 
The first urgent demand in this organization 
was for a foreign Secretary. A ll eyes turned 
to Rev. Henry Harris Jessup, D . D., a mem
ber of the Syrian mission, heretofore under 
the care of the American, but now of the 
Presbyterian Board. The spirit and manner 
in which Dr. Jessup received and replied to 
the application of the Board to become their 
foreign Secretary indicate the true spirit of a 
true missionary, and incidentally suggest 
the right policy and right lines of thought in 
missionary operations. His letter to the 
Board, declining their invitation, is worthy of 
a very wide circulation in all evangelical 
Churches, and the young men of the Churches 
should “ read, mark, learn, and inwardly di
gest ”  the same. After a few preliminary 
words, Dr. Jessup says:

I  think we all agree with you as to the importance of 
the position, and the need o f a man experienced in mis
sionary affairs. W e feel the importance o f having tiie 
right man in an office in wliich we are to be in constant 
correspondence for years to come. It would also be 
pleasant, as far as we are concerned, that the Foreign 
Secretary should be personally acquainted with us. But 
further than this we caunot go. And in writing for my
self personally, and in declining your most kind and flat
tering offer, 1 am giving expression to no hastily formed 
judgmtnt, but to deliberate convictious formed after years 
o f thought, and prayer, aud calm examination.

Dr. Jessup then alludes to the great loss 
which must follow the resignation of a mis
sionary after years o f service in acquiring the
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language, and in becoming acquainted with 
the mental, moral, and religious peculiarities 
of the people among whom he labors. After 
saying that a man may be obliged in the 
providence of God to quit his field of labor, 
he says:

But the voluntary abandonment o f his field and work 
by a foreign missionary for any post at home must have 
a demoralizing effect on the Churches at home and the 
cause abroad, and would tend to unsettle the stability o f 
the whole system and theory o f foreign missions. The 
foreign missionary work is a campaign, a warfare, and not 
a guerrilla skirmish with the foe. It is to be maintained 
persistently, patiently, and wisely through long periods, 
and by much toil, disappointment, and suffering. Men 
cannot be fitted for it in a day or a year, and. once in it 
and fitted for it ought never, to leave it unless provi
dentially forced to withdraw.

The next gem we take from Dr. Jessup’s 
admirable letter brings to our own mind an 
early fundamental conclusion we reached in 
regard to the time for which a foreign mis* 
sionaiy should be appointed to serve in hea
then lands. W e insisted that the appoint
ment should be fo r  life. Some wavered 
when they thought of an appointment for life. 
The romantic aspect of the missionary service 
vanished, and a life reality bound the soul 
and consecrated the body to this as his only 
work. Our Board and Bishops adhered to 
this rule, and none go to heathen lands except 
for life. This rule is thus approved by Dr. 
Jessup. He says:

An enlistment in this sacred cause should be ever re
garded as for  life. Young men at home should so regard 
it, and it will not do to lower the standard. No foreign 
missionary can labor as effectually as he ought who 
leaves the matter o f his continuance in it an open ques
tion. On reaching his field of labor he should, like Cor
tes burn his ships behind him. Then only the Churches, 
and seminaries, and institutions at home will feel that 
foreign missionaries are a kind o f property which is in
alienable. Then only will missionary boards feel sure 
that the men who offer themselves for the foreign field 
have given up all for Christ.

For several years past our Secretaries, and 
Bishops too, have been severely censured for 
not speedily obtaining the men required for 
re-inforcing our missions in foreign lands. 
The Church was advised that every means 
had been used, but that our young men seemed 
unwilling to go. It was intimated that re
turned missionaries could obtain the men; they 
tried and failed. It slowly beoame apparent 
that the young men of our Church were dis
inclined to go to foreign fields. Gradually it 
has become apparent to us that this was not 
peculiar to the Methodist Church, but was 
becoming the fixed condition of mind in the 
young men of the Protestant Churches gener
ally. They were coming, insensibly, perhaps, 
to prefer the comforts and society of home to 
the heroic and dangerous labors abroad. In 
support of what we have said we quote the 
following significant passages from Dr. Jessup. 
He says:

And not only this, but we feel it extremely difficult to 
get men from America After spending eleven months 
there in 1868, visiting six theological seminaries, besides 
the General Assembly and various synods, presbyteries, 
conventions, colleges, and seminaries, 1 could not secure 
one man for Syria.

The root of all Dr. Jessup’s heroic energy 
in the mission work was, undoubtedly, the 
early and unreserved consecration of his soul,

body, and spirit to it. Every thing élse was 
made subordinate to this. He says :

When I gave myself up to the missionary work in  that 
little upper Yoom in Union Seminary, in the fall ó f 1852, it 
was, os far as I am concerned, an irrevocable surrender ; and 
when I entered upon it in 1855 it was for better for 
worse, for life and for death.

Let the reader look upon that quotation, 
and then read this :

But none of these things move me, neither count I  my 
life dear unto myself, so that I  might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus to testify the Gospel o f the grace o f God.

OUR MISSIONS IN CHINA—T H EIR  N EEDS.
BY EEV. S. h. BALDWIN.

Ik our last article we spoke o f the needs o f our China 
missions in regard to men. W e must now speak of cer
tain other necessities o f the work. And,

1. We need money. For a good while to come money 
will be needed to support ihe missionaries sent out from 
America, to assist in the support o f native preachers, to 
aid to some extent in the building o f chapels, to print 
and circulate Bibles and tracts, and to cany on schools. 
The salaries o f  the missionaries are intended to be placed 
at the lowest sum that will afford an adequate support. 
The highest salary paid to a native preacher is twelve dol
lars a month, and tlie missionaries exercise special care- 
in training the native Churches to do their utmost toward 
providing for the support o f their preachers. W e give 
but little aid in the building o f chapels. We encourage 
the native brethren to meet in private houses until they 
are strong enough to rent a chapel, when we usually 
g|ve them a little assistance in furnishing the same— the 
rule being not to give more than ten dollars o f mission 
funds for this purpose except in some large cities. 
The American Bible Society has given us very generous 
aid in printing the sacred Scriptures, and our Tract So
ciety has afforded us liberal help in our tract work. In 
all these respects we shall still need pecuniary aid for 
years to come.

2. We need prayer. W e believe in the power of ear
nest prayer. We believe that God will hear and answer 
his people when they cry mightily to him in behalf o f 
Chioa. Yet how many families there are in which this 
great empire has no remembrance ? How many churches 
there are in which no mention is made o f God's work in 
China in the devotions of the congregation 1 We ear
nestly ask the heads of all our Christian households 
to give China an interest in their prayers, and espe
cially that each Saturday night may be a particular 
season for this object. Such is the difference in time be
tween America and China that when you bow at your 
Saturday evening devotions the preachers in China will 
be commencing their Sabbath labors. W e also beseech 
our ministerial brethren to remember China in their pub
lic prayers.

3. We need a deeper interest in the work on the part o f ihe 
home Church. Our Discipline recommends that the first 
regular prayer-meeting of each month be given to mis
sions ; but in many cases this recommendation is neglect
ed. The disciplinary plan for taking collections is al^o 
entirely ignored in many regions, while in some others 
Sunday-school Missionary Societies are organized, and 
“ missionary collections”  taken, the proceeds o f which are 
devoted to the purchase o f Sundajr-school books, etc. 
Let the disciplinary plan be strictly followed; let t'.e peo
ple be regularly called upon for their missionary subscrip
tions; and then let them be told at each monthly mis
sionary prayer-meeting what their money is doing by a 
recital o f the freshest information from the different fields, 
and they cannot fail to become more deeply interested in 
the work.

4. We need a medical missionary fo r  Kiukiang. This 
ought to have been mentioned last month. Medical mis
sions are powerful auxiliaries to our great work in China. 
The Loudon Mission, the English Wesleyans, the Ameri
can Presbyterians, and others, have very successful med
ical missions in operation. No more ̂ excellent location 
oould be found for a successful medical mission than Kiu
kiang. Our missionary there earnestly asks Yor a physi
cian, aud we hope that the General Missionary Committee
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will authorize the sending o f one. "Will not some young 
physician o f our Church consecrate himself to this work ?

Other needs than those we have enumerated there 
doubtless are, but these are some of the most pressing.

S W E D E N .
T h e  work in Sweden still widens and deep

ens. It has climbed up into the palace literally, 
and the Gospel by request has been preached 
by Brother W itting in the drawing room of 
the princess, as the reader will learn if he will 
carefully peruse the following extracts from 
Brother W itting’s letter, dated at Stockholm, 
September 13. When these services were 
suspended in the palace by the earnest request 
of the State preachers, they were continued in 
a less prominent form in the palace grounds.

While the advance of the Gospel has been 
checked in the palace, it has acquired addi
tional force in the cities and villages, and 
throughout the country. A  sufficient number 
of halls of sufficient capacity cannot be found 
to take in the multitudes. The people strain 
every nerve to raise money to build, and they 
deserve to be helped. Read the following 
extracts from Brother W itting’s letter:

Having been overburdened with working during the 
last two montiis, I have not been enabled to write to 
you as often and as circumstantially as 1 could have 
wished; but I hope that you have heard from my letters 
to Dr. Harris that the good work is going forward en
couragingly in this country. Having now a day o f much 
needed rest in this city I will avail myself o f it, and give 
you a comprehensive statement about our mission work 
under my care.

And, in the first place, I  would say that the Lord has 
been good to us in all our missions and to all onr mis
sionaries. Every-where the work is steadily increasing in 
vigor, our membership is continually increased by con
versions from the world, and our prospects for the future 
are brighter than before. All our missionaries are faith
ful, true-hearted Methodist ministers, and their sole aim 
seems to be to further the kingdom of Christ as much as 
is in their power. All our meetings are attended by 
multitudes of attentive hearers. Our class-meetings and 
prayer-meetings are well attended by the members, and 
those meetings are a real power among us. There is 
scarcely a prayer-meeting held in any o f our missions but 
that some soul is converted to God, and oftentimes sev
eral.

Our meeting in Carlskrona was a great and glorious 
time. All the preachers were present, and several local 
preachers and visitors from different missions. The meet
ing lasted about one week, with sessions twice every 
day. The chapel was crowded every time there was 
preaching, and many souls were converted to God and 
added to the Church. These, our annual meetings, are of 
great usefulness to all, but especially so to the younger 
preachers.

On August the 1th we dedicated our new hall in Got- 
tenburg, and it was a great and joyful day for us alL Our 
hall there has long been entirely too small, and as it was 
altogether out of the question to build, I have rented the 
house wherein our hall is for ten years, on conditions that 
it should be made twice as large as before, and have 
two galleries, one in each end, and that the story below 
should be fixed up into one large prayer-meeting room, 
class-rooms, and several other rooms suitable for one o f  
the missionaries to live in. One o f the rooms below will 
also be very suitable as a book depository, and will, by 
the by, be used for such a purpose. The hall, or rather 
chapel, is high and airy, and very neatly and comfortably 
furnished, and will conveniently seat about six hundred 
people. The cost of the furnishing has been a little over 
five hundred dollars in gold, and every cent o f it has been 
raised by the poor society. This proves that our poor 
members are heart and soul for the cause, and will do all 
they can to promote it. The rent for the whole house 
will be five hundred and four dollars in gold per year.

W e had a great crowd on dedication day, and God was

among us in truth aud in power. And since then we 
have had good times. A t our last quarterly meeting two 
weeks ago thirteen new converts joined the Church. W e 
have also two other halls in and around Gottenburg, 
wherein we preach regularly to crowded houses.

On Sunday, the 4th instant, I dedicated our new chapel 
at Wisby, Gottland. Brother Berg was sent there last 
October. Then the whole membership on Gottland 
counted one hundred and twenty-six. In the spring I 
divided the work into two missions, Wisby and Oster- 
garn, and now the whole membership is three hundred 
and fifty-nine. Glory to God for such success I Our hall 
in Wisby was much too small, and Brother Berg com
menced building a chapel, and he succeeded so well that I 
could dedicate it on the above date. He has done it al
most without means, that is, without any funds to draw 
upon, he getting all the sisters to work to collect every 
month a little from their friends, and by such means and 
public collections he has finished the house. The house 
costs about nine hundred dollars in gold, and they have 
a debt on it o f only four hundred and fifty dollars gold, 
which they have ten years' time to pay. It will conven
iently seat five hundred people, and is neatly but plainly 
furnished.

On Tuesday, the 6th, the brethren plowed the ground 
for the foundation o f a stone chapel at Ostergarn, which 
they will build next summer. They will lay the founda
tion this fall, haul stone and timber this winter, and finish 
it early next year.

When I  was at W isby I was invited by her Royal High
ness, the Princess Eugenie, the king’s sister, to preach on 
Sunday, September 4th, at her summer palace, which is 
about five miles (English) from Wisby, which I o f course 
gladly accepted. She sent her carriage for me on Sunday 
morning, and I preached in her drawing-room to about 
fifty or sixty persons; and, bless the Lord 1 with great lib
erty. The princess played on the cabinet organ herself, 
and she seemed to be very much pleased. Afterward I 
was invited to dinner. I was invited to return next Sun
day, which I promised, and she was to send her carriage 
for me, but in the meanwhile our opposers had been to 
work. The news that I  had preached at the princess’s 
palace, and would preach there again on the following 
Sunday, created quite a stir in certain quarters, and sev
eral clergymen of the State Church went out there on the 
Saturday before and persuaded her not to permit it, and she 
sent a messenger to me telling me how matters were. Sev
eral o f our friends from Wisby, not knowing the turn things 
had taken, weut out there at the appointed hour, and, led 
by the same gentleman who came with the princess’s mes
sage to me, they had quite a lively Methodist prayer- 
meeting in the forest close to the palace, and came home 
happy in the Lord. I have heard that my preaching out 
there was not in vain, and the Lord only knows what 
fruits will yet come from this occasion.

Thus you see that we are gaining ground even among 
the upper classes, and, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the clergy, we have friends iu high places. On Gottland 
a great work is going on, and we must increase our mis
sionary force there next year.

T H E  MISSIONARY HYM N.
W e  would prefer to have written T h e  

M i s s i o n a r y  H y m n  of Bishop Heber than to 
have founded an earthly empire. The reader 
need not be told we mean the hymn com
mencing,

“  From Greenland’s icy mountains.”

W e find in an exchange paper some remarks 
upon its origin, and its prevalence in all 
Christian lands in the various di:iiects of the 
people into which it has been translated. It 
is t h e  missionary hymn of the Protestant 
world, and will be sung until “ the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ.” The exchange says :

In 1819 Heber was visiting his father-in-law, Dr. Ship
ley, the Vicar o f Wrexham and Dean of St. Asaph’s. The 
latter had engaged to preach a sermon on Whitsunday, 
iu Wrexham Church, in aid o f the Society for the Propaga
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and in the course of

the previous day he requested his son-in-law to write 
somethiug to be sung at the service. Heber withdrew 
from the circle o f friends with whom he was conversing 
to another part o f the room, and immediately began to 
write. Presently, in answer to the Dean's inquiry as to 
what he had written, he reacfthe first three verses o f the 
hymn as it now stands; but although the Dean said that 
those would do, he insisted that the souse was not com
plete. He accordingly added the fourth verse, and was 
about to proceed with the fifth, when the Dean, impatient 
to place'the hymn in the hands o f the printer without de
lay, expressed himself as entirely sntisfied witli it, and re
fused to wait while the poet finished it according to the 
idea which had taken possession of his mind. We have a 
fac-similé o f the manuscript before us as we now write. 
Slips were printed from it, and the hymn was sung the 
next morning by the choir and congregation for whom it 
had been prepared, to the tune, “  ’Twas when the seas 
were roaring."

W e have no means of tracing the course by which this 
hymn gradually came into notice aud into use. It appears 
in a volume of hymns by Heber, Keble, MU man, and 
others, in 1327, aud probably iu that way became known 
to the Christian Church. Its meritB were soon recognized ; 
its simplicity, its evangelical character, aud its catholicity 
commended it to all o f every name who were interested 
in the work o f missions. It was sung at missionary gath
erings at home and on heathen shores; it was translated 
into foreign tongues ; and the converted Pagan was taught 
to sing,

“  In vain w ith  lav ish  k indness 
T h e  gifts o f  G od are strow n ;

The heathen in his blindness 
Bows down to wood and stone ! ”

On the icy steppes of the North, on the "  coral strand "  of 
Hindostan, on the distant waters of “  many an ancient 
river," on many a palm-shaded plain, from which the poet’s 
ear had caught the cry heard iu a dream by the Apostle 
Paul ages previously from across the Æsrean Sea, his 
harmonious strains, so full o f Gospel love and pity and 
faith, soon became familiar; every man singing “ in his 
own tongue wherein he tvaR born” the joyful proclamation 
of free salvation through the name of Messiah, aud calling 
on the winds to waft it and the waves to carry it from 
shore to Bliore and from pole to pole. And now the 
verses which fifty years ego were for the first time sung 
on a quiet Sabbath morning in one o f the venerable village 
churches of England are in use almost every-where upon 
the globe; there is, perhaps, hardly a missionary station 
where they have not been translated into the vernacular, 
and there certainly are few missionary meetings in Great 
Britain or the United States at which one or more of 
them might not be heard. A t the jubilee o f Williams Col
lege in 1856 we remember hearing the Rev. Mr. Bingham 
sing one stanza, we think the third, in the Hawaiian lan
guage; aud at the semi-centennial o f the American Board 
in Boston in 1860, it waB felt by every one present that 
the great interest of the occasion culminated when, after 
a review of the past, the vast congregation consecrated 
itself anew to the work of spreading the Gospel throughout 
the world by rising to their feet and joining with heart 
and voice in tiie words,

“  Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high,

Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp o f life deny ?

Salvation 1—0  salvation !
The joy fu l sound proclaim,

Till earth’s remotest nation 
Has learned Messiah’ s name 1 ”

J A P A N .
A N EW  MISSION FIELD.

T h e  more we learn of Japan the more we 
are impressed with it as a new mission field. 
They are a quick, intelligent people, and are 
very anxious to acquire the Christian knowl
edge of Western nations. They are not the 
degraded, superstitious idolaters of other hea
then lands. Their religion is Buddhism; and 
their bonzes, or priests, are Buddhists. O f 
them the Rev. Mr. Coons, a missionary among
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them, writes from Yeddo, under date of May j 
2 0 ,1 8 7 0 :

W e have one old Buddhist priest, about fifty years o f 
ape, in the school, who says liis object in studying the 
English language is to be Sble to study the Bible in the 
original English. The first Japanese teacher in the school, 
who reads English, French, and German, and is a good 
scholar, is reciting twice a week to me in the Latin lan
guage. He wishes to learn something o f the language to 
assist him in his study o f law. My opportunities for ex
erting a direct Christian influence, and teaching the truths 
of Christianity to some of these native teachers who speak 
and understand English well, are very frequent; and some 
of them are very superior young men. Mr. Thompson is 
doing a very interesting work just now among the Bud
dhist priests, six or seven o f whom are coming to him to 
study the Scriptures and acquaint themselves with the 
Christian system o f truth. I wish you could have entered 
Brother Thompson’s little “  upper chamber’ ’ with me a 
few Sabbaths ago and witnessed what I did. and felt as I 
did with reference to the interest and hopefulness o f our 
work here.

There were three intelligent, grave-looking priests, with 
shaven heads and flowing robes, sitting around the table 
reading the Bible, and listening to the explanations o f your 
missionary with serious, earnest faces, betokening, I 
thought, much more than mere curiosity. One o f them 
having learned that the original language o f the Old Testa
ment was Hebrew, became interested at once in examining 
the Hebrew Bible and Lexicon, and wishes to know if he 
could not probably learn to read it in a year. He has 
already learned to read the English Bible quite well.

His teacher, an excellent man, seems to be an inquirer 
in earnest, and is now studying the subject o f baptism. 
We are very hopeful, although we know there is a dark 
side iu the picture o f our work here, and we sometimes 
apprehend serious persecution to our converts and in
quirers, and opposition to ourselves. The eyes o f the au
thorities and the priesthood are watching us closely. But 
the Lord will direct and advance his cause. Send us re
inforcements. The Church must win Japan for Christ, 
and 1 trust before long she will make great progress in 
the enterprise.

T H E  GLORIOUS C O N T E S T .
BISHOP TUTTLE.

T h e b e  was a time when the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was generally considered 
the pioneer in planting Churches. She still 
retains her zeal and activity. But she is no 
longer alone in the front ranks of Western
izing populations. It is refreshing to believe 
and know that we have successful com
petitors in the great work of spreading 
abroad the kingdom of Christ. Bishop Tuttle, 
writing from Salt Lake City August 3 1870, 
says in The Spirit o f  Missions :

It is my duty to tell you of my last trip through Mon
tana. It is a pleasure o f my busy life to communicate 
with my kind friends, the readers of The Spirit o f Mis
sions.

I left Salt Lake June 7, and returned here July 28, 
being absent fifty days, and traveling more than sixteen 
hundred miles, fifteen hundred of them being by stage
coach and wagon.

I say frankly that I have been happily disappointed in 
this visit. I went expecting to find among the people in
difference and decay, if not paralysis, o f Church interest 
and Church work. I  found an earnest, almost an eager 
willingness to co-operate with me iu strengthening the 
things that remain, and in entering, if possible, upon new 
ventures o f  faith.

T H E  JEW S IN PERSIA.
T h e  London Society for promoting Chris

tianity among the Jews gives much valuable 
information to Europe concerning the condi
tion of the Jews in other parts of thé world. 
Christian Europe is not well aware of the op

pression and degradation of Israel in Asia and 
Africa. Enjoying liberty to a good extent 
in Europe, we imagine they are free and 
prosperous elsewhere. But in those dark na
tions of the Old W orld the children of Israel 
are often treated, in this enlightened nine
teenth century as they used to be treated a 
thousand years ago in Europe. Here is a 
specimen of the treatment of the Jews in 
Persia, taken from the Jewish Chronicle :

J e w s  in  P e r s ia .— In a country which lacks the very 
elements of political security it is painful to contemplate 
the condition of our poor unprotected Jewish brethren. 
Travelers who have come in contact with the Jews of 
Persia describe them as possessing all the superior talents 
which distinguish our lellow-believers in other happier 
countries. In Persia the Jew is precluded from following 
agricultural employments, and is restricted to petty trades, 
or, at the best, to the undesigned quackery of the East
ern medical empirics.

A  Mohammedan youth may, with impunity, inflict any 
amount of insult and injury on a Jewish adult. The 
consequence of such disdainful neglect and ill treatment 
naturally is, that the children o f our faith grow up in a 
lamentable state o f moral degradation. Cowed down by 
the merciless exactions o f greedy judges and governors, 
trembling under the lash of fanatical Mohammedan priests, 
it has often happened, as in Spain, that entire congregations 
have disappeared. Thus, for example, we may name Lar 
and MashaoL, the congregations of which places were com
pelled to forsake the faith o f our fathers.

Nearly about the same time that the charges against 
the Damascus Jews attracted the attention of all Europe, 
foul accusations of a similar nature were brought against 
the Jews o f  Oroomiah in Persia. But there the chief man 
of the town succeeded in calming the fury of the popu
lace by imprisoning one o f the victims o f suspicion, and 
allowing a brother o f the prisoner to quit the country in 
order to collect a ransom of one thousand tomans (£450.) 
The narrative o f the persecution is in the possession of 
the writer o f this article. A t the time when that perse
cution was going on in remote Oroomiah no notice could 
possibly be taken o f it in Europe, and, as far as we know, 
the afflictions which befell our Persian brethren remained 
unmitigated; they might even have frequently recurred 
without creating a sensation in the civilized part o f the 
world.

MISSION W ORK IN FIJI.
T h e  M e t h o d i s t  R e c o r d e r  gives the fol

lowing extract from a missionary volume on 
“  Fiji and the Fijians, and Missionary Labor 
among the Cannibals,”  issued by IIodder and 
Stoughton, o f London:

As a proof o f what may and ought to be done, and that 
without further and injurious delay, and as a stimulus on 
behalf o f Fiji, we see the result o f special effort in the 
older mission at the adjoining group of the Friendly 
Islands. There the Rev. James E. Moulton lias lately 
prepared, purely in the native language, a grammar and 
text-books. and has commenced a new era at Tubon Col
lege— so named in honor o f George Tubon, the King of 
the three groups of Tonga Islands, and who has exerted 
the greatest influence for the benefit o f the South Seas. 
In this college there are eight students, who are to be 
ministers, school-masters, servants o f the State, and rulers. 
In addition to special attention to Christian theology, the 
students are taught grammar, geography, arithmetic, al 
gebra, geometry, history, and other branches o f education. 
The intellectual caliber o f the natives has been tested, aud 
found capable o f acquiring any knowledge. The state of 
God’s work will be improved as these trained men, with 
deepened piety, go forth into the schools and pulpits of 
the country and to other tribes in the South Seas, as well 
as to take their part in the government o f the State. In 
my judgment, the Friendly Islanders are more likely to 
maintain their nationality and independence than any 
other group o f people in the South Seas. Slavery has 
been utterly abolished.' Taxation, somewhat heavy, is 
general. The compulsory education o f  the young is the 
law. School-masters are paid by the government from 
the revenue gained by taxes. The Bible is the book in

the schools, and parents are required to provide each o f 
their children with a copy o f the New Testament. Popish 
priests have been forced upon the Islands by command
ers o f French ships o f war; but Popery has been singu
larly unsuccessful, and is despised.

The King and Queen, the governors, judges, and magis
trates, the chiefs, and people generally, old and young, 
male and female, o f this Protestant State, vie with each 
other in cheerful and liberal contributions for the support 
o f Christ’s cause among themselves, and for the benefit o f  
other lands.. Besides furnishing, as they have long done 
and 8till do, most valuable laborers to other groups of 
Islands, they now meet the whole o f their own Church 
and other educational expenses, and leave a large surplus 
for the general mission and ship expenses and for the pay
ment o f supernumerary English missionaries and families 
who have left the group, and toward sending the Gospel 
to other people. By accounts just at hand we learn that 
this noble people, so lately brought under the influence 
of the Gospel, contributed in 1869 in cash, and goods which, 
turned into cash, made the grand aggregate $27,705 43, 
which sum leaves, beyond the current expenses of the 
mission for the year, upward o f $14,610 for the purposes 
just named. This is an average of nearly §3 62 per 
member, or, including the children, $1 46 for each attend
ant on public worship I

Bead this account again, and see in these 
new-born Christians a pattern for the univer
sal Church of Christ.

BEQUESTS AN D  DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r so n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

I give and bequeath to “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o p  
t h e  M eth o d ist  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature o f the State o f New York, the sum 
o f ; and the receipt o f the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge to my 
executors for the same.

FO RM  OF A  D EVISE OF LAN D  TO SAID  
SOCIETY.

I  g iv e  and d ev ise  to  “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  op  
t h e  M eth o d ist  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  in corp ora ted  b y  the 
L eg islatu re  o f  the State o f  New Y o r k , the fo llo w in g  lands 
an d  prem ises, that is to  say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.
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Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by the

M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o f  t h e  M e th o d ist  E p is c o p a l  
C h d r c h ,

A t 805 Broadway, New York.
It is under the editorial supervision o f the

Co r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A ss ist a n t  C o r r e s po n d in g  S ec
r e t a r ie s  of  t h e  S o c ie t y .

T e r m s .— One copy will be given monthly to each family in 
our Churches throughout the connection, on application of 
the respective missionary committees. The application in 
every case must be in writing, and must set forth that 
the committee ask for but one copy lor each family, that 
they will scrupulously take care o f the papers and see that 
they are properly distributed, and that they will provide 
for the postage or freight on the same. The missionary 
committees in the several Conferences west o f Erie and 
Pittsburgh will make their application to Hitchcock & 
Walden at Chicago, and the committees in the several 
conferences east o f the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including 
these two Conferences, and the Conferences of the Pacific, 
will apply to the Secretaries at 805 Broadway, New 
York. Let each application state particularly to whose 
address, and by what mode o f conveyance, the papers are 
to be sent

P o s t a g e .— The postage is twelve cents a year for any 
number of copies not exceeding eight, when sent iu a single 
package to one address, and at this rate for any greater 
number sent in the package, and must in all cases be 
paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post-office o f the 
subscriber.


