
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends of the Earth.

VOLUME XXVI. isE W  YO R K , TU ESD AY, JURE 21, 1870. N U M B E R  o.

OUR DUTY TO THE HEATHEN.
( A n  U n u s f a l  A r g u m e n t .)

By a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  L a y m a n .

T h e  following extract is taken from the 
May number of the Foreign Missionary o f  the 
Presbyterian Church. It is the voice of a 
devoted and earnest layman, whose contribu
tions support his teachings. As he cannot go 
himself to those dark and distant lands, he 
assumes the expense of a missionary to fill 
up his lack of personal sei*vice. It is evident 
that he writes under the impression that in 
the divine plan of salvation the preaching 
o f  the Gospel by a luring minister, xtnder the 
influence o f the Divine Spirit, is necessary to 
the conversion of a soul; and that all who 
live and die outside of the ministration of the 
Spirit by a living Christian will be lost. Tl*e 
preacher need not be an ordained minister, set 
apart to the public preaching of the Gospel. 
The preacher may be a Christian mother or a 
humble servant-maid, as was the little maid of  
Israel, whose ministry led to the cure of 
Naaman the leper,

This interior Christian life of the Church, 
which has comedown uninterruptedly through 
the body of her members from the day of 
Pentecost, whether considered in the aggre
gate or in regard to individuals, constitutes 
a continuous stream of divine life, and no 
human being can be saved who does not come 
in contact with this divine life ministered by 
the spirit of a living Christian. In this min
istry all the children of God may participate 
and bear fruit. So says Joel the prophet:

And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out o f my Spirit upon all tiesli, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy. . . .  and it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.

The last verse discloses the true object of 
this free ministry: “  And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” The same great 
truth, in the same words, is declared by the 
Apostle Paul, (Acts x, 13.)

But just here arises the gre:»t missionary 
question touching the salvation of the soul 
by Taith in our Lord Jesus Christ. The Scrip
ture saith: “ Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” And Paul 
asks, “ But how shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ? And how shall they hear with
out a preacher ? And how shall they preach 
except they be sent ? ”

The conclusion is, that nothing can supply 
the place of the preaching of the Gospel by a 
living minister for the conversion of the indi
vidual or of communities. All other agencies 
are but auxiliaries, and fall short of the con- 
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version of the soul. Such is the circulation of 
the Bible and of good books, and the teaching 
of good schools. These prepare the wajr, and 
aid the minister of the Spirit when he comes. 
But the history of the world does not show, 
beyond a reasonable doubt, the conversion of 
souls, and the founding of living evangelical 
Churches, where there has been no spiritual 
communion with a living Christian. To send 
this ministry of the living preacher is the great 
object and duty of the Church, which is a 
missionary society for the spread of the king
dom of God in the earth.

W e are bound, therefore, to say, that out
side of the presence and sympathy of the 
divine spiritual life, “ the whole world lieth 
in w ickednessand that “ there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must (or can) be saved.”

It is under the pressure of this powerful, 
yet unusual, view of the danger to which 
the heathen are exposed that the Presbyte
rian layman wrote the article which has given 
rise to these introductory remarks, and from 
which we have made the following extract:

Were Christians imbued with the spirit o f Christ, which 
is the spirit o f missions, there would be no necessity of 
explaining the duty of the Church in relation to the hea
then nations of the world. The Pastor of our Church, for 
a series of meetings, has been endeavoring to furnish us 
with a general outline o f the manners and customs and 
religious observances of various nations of the earth, with 
the purpose in view of interesting the members in the 
cause of missions. W e have learned from his accounts, 
historical and descriptive, the degraded condition of the 
idolatrous tribes.of Africa and India, the condition o f the 
Indians o f our own country, and that of the followers of 
tiie false prophet Mohammed in the countries under Mo
hammedan sw ay; of the degradation o f the people, and 
the want o f general intelligence and lack o f education in 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Mexico, and all countries under 
Papal influence, as compared with those countries where 
the Bible is freely circulated; and we have learned, that 
while in China, India, Japan, and other oriental countries, 
the people are to some extent educated, Brahmmism, 
Buddhism, and other false systems of religion are taught 
to the exclusion o f the pure Gospel o f the Sou of God, and 
though the minds o f the people are in a measure culti
vated, they are ignorant of the way of salvation through 
Jesus; and, as the Scriptures declare “ there is none other 
name given under heaven among men, whereby we can be 
saved,”  and that there is 110 other medium of access to the 
Father than through Christ the Son, and that regeneration 
o f the heart through the influence of the Holy Spirit is 
necessary before we can enter the kingdom o f God, the 
inevitable conclusion at-whicli we must arrive is, that of 
the 1,300,000,000 of people supposed to inhabit the earth, 
three fourths of the entire number are perishing without 
hope, for they have no knowledge of Jesus, and have none 
to break to them the bread o f life. “ How shall they hear 
without a preacher ? and how shall they preach unless they 
are sent ? ”  0  what a fearful responsibility rests upon the 
Church o f Christ! There is enough o f wealth, there is 
enough o f power and influence in the Church, if it was 
properly used, to spread the knowledge of the Redeemer, 
and bring quickly to a knowledge o f the truth the nations 
of the earth. It is estimated that every thirty-three years 
a generation passes from time into eternity; and if tin's es
timate is correct, and it cannot vary far from the truth

if the population of the earth amounts to 1,300,000,0*0, 
every thirty-three years 075,000,000 of lniinun souls enter 
the eternal world, 29,545,455 perish every year for luck 
of the bread of eternal life, while the Church of Christ, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood, sits supine, 
inert, cold, and unsympathizing, giving no heed to the 
mandate of the Redeemer, “  Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature;" “ G ove, therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”  When 
at the final judgment all shall stand before the great white 
throne, and the Church individually and collectively are 
called upon to render an account o f the manner in which 
time, talents, and opportunities have been used in the 
service of God, what will bo the answer? The responsi
bility is personal; it cannot bo evaded; for every member 
o f the Church of Christ is required to labor in tho vine
yard of the Lord. The want of zeal on tho part o f one 
will not excuso another, for each must give account for 
himself or herself at tho bar o f God.

PREPARATORY FRUITS OF MISSIONS.
IiEMARKABLK MOVEMENT IN INDIA.

In the May number of our Missionary Ad
vocate we alluded to the preparatory fruits o f  
missio7is, suggesting that they were the ear
liest and, perhaps, the most important of mod
ern missionary results, and we illustrated the 
subject by a remarkable passage in Gibbon's 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, in 
which he speaks of the triumph.of Christianity 
over heathenism, by which Jupiter, by act of 
the Senate, was deposed, and Jesus o f  Nazar 
reth became the God o f  the Roman people. 
This grand result opened the way for the sud
den and wide diffusion of the Gospel through
out the Roman Empire. It required more 
than three hundred years to  obtain thiB great 
preliminary action; but, when obtained, the 
positive results were immediate and glorious.

So now there is going on in heathen lands 
a missionary work of preparation which will, 
not very long hence, culminate in a general 
breaking up, and smashing, and casting away 
the idols now worshiped in heathen lands. 
This preparation is inspired and carried for
ward by modern Christian missions. This is 
true in regard to China, and particularly in 
regard to India. The people are beginning 
to comprehend that their idols are no gods, 
and ought not to be worshiped; and losing their 
confidence in their idols, they naturally, yea, 
necessarily, look for some solid foundation on 
which to stand. The humble and truly peni
tent listen to the Gospel; the intelligent and 
well-born fall into doubt, and then into specu
lation, and insensibly take confused and feeble 
hold on the Christian religion, and blending 
it with natural religion, propound mixed sys
tems of religion containing much that is true 
derived from the Gospel through the missions, 
and more that is speculative and false. But 
lately, and particularly in the East, the Gospel, 
with its instructions and morals, is entering
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more largely into tlie religious life and morals 
of the people, particularly of the better class 
of society. As a remarkable example, a young 
learned Brahmin, some thirty or forty years 
ago, not only made approaches toward the 
Christian religion, but actually became a pub
lic reformer and preacher, and founded the 
Bramo Somaj, or “ Church of the One God.” 
He lived but a few years to prosecute his 
mission; and now, after the lapse of a quarter 
of a century of missionary work, another re
markable man, also a young, learned Brahmin, 
appears in India who accepts the teachings of 
the Bramo Somqf, and greatly enlarges their 
sphere, and seems to have consecrated himself 
to the task of establishing in the minds and 
feelings of the upper classes of his country
men the central idea of revealed religion, 
namely, that there is but one living and true 
God, and to draw from this great truth doc
trines and morals having many close and 
living points of contact with the teachings, 
morals, and practices of Christianity. These 
agreements between the teachings of this 
heathen man and the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ become closer, clearer, and more 

• important as time and action advance. And 
they seem to be an effectual preparation for 
the coming of the kingdom of God in India, 
as was the preparation of the Jews under the 
dispensation of the Old Testament for the 
coming of the kingdom of our Christ in all the 
earth.

The following remarkable statements of the 
doctrines and teachings of these remarkable 
heathen men are made upon the authority 
chiefly of the “ Contemporary Review,” of 
England. If the reader will peruse them 
carefully, and analyze them, he will feel sad 
to see that the two great doctrines of the 
Gospels, namely, the incarnation and the vi
carious atonement, are rejected. But the re
jection proves that these doctrines had been 
present in their keen mental conflicts, and 
the power of that “ W ord” that was “ made 
flesh” will triumph at last. The principal 
features of their “ Book of Faith ” are,
The existence o f oue supreme and perfect God, “ the 
One without a second,”  “ a distinct personality,” but never 
incarnated; the conscious immortality o f the human soul ; 
the efficacy o f prayer for spiritual blessings, and of repent
ance as “ the only way to atonement and salvation.”  No 
scriptures are held to be infallible, but the religious truths 
taught in all are equally accepted.

This declaration of the distinct personality 
of the Divine Being is more than hali-wav to 
the doctrine of the incarnation.

The “ Contemporary Review” makes this 
general statement of their faith:

Man stands in imperative need of salvation from sin, 
but not o f salvation from punishment when he has sinned. 
However entirely God may, and ever does, accept our re
pentance, he must j'et punish us for our sins in order to 
deliver us from them; and, instead o f weakly praying to 
escape his purifying discipline, we should dutifully accept 
it as the truest sign o f his fatherly love. Thus the only 
atonement is repentance and amendment; the true salva
tion is deliverance from sin. To every sinner, even the 
grossest, the promise o f reconciliation hath been made. 
The arms o f Everlasting Mercy are stretched for the re
ception of all; llie fault is ours if we neglect to have re
course to him.

The first reformer, the “ Independent ” says, 
published a book of extracts from the Gos
pels, entitled, “ The Precepts of Jesus the

Guide to Peace and Happiness.” The follow
ing extract is taken from the public-speaking 
of this second great reformer of his country
men, Chunder Sen. He speaks pure English 
fluently, and uses evangelical language in re
gard to matters of religious experience. He 
says:

Divine life can only be secured by divine grace. It 
comes pouring into the soul from Him who is its source. 
This is inspiration. It is the direct action of the Holy 
Spirit. It is God’s free gift, not man’s acquisition. It 
comes not through our calculation or reasoning, not 
through our industry or struggle, but through prayerful 
reliance upon God’s mercy. It cannot be purchased by 
our wisdom or our good works. The merciful God vouch
safes inspiration unto the heart which panteth after it. 
Behold the marvelous effects o f diviue inspiration! It 
does not, like human agencies o f reform, merely lead the 
intellect to truth, the heart to love, or the will to practi- 
tical righteousness; but it thrills and enlivens the whole 
spiritual being o f man with a sort o f holy excitement and 
frenzy, and carries him by the hair into the very presence 
of God, and there breathes into him new life. . . . Such 
enthusiastic souls, men born again through fire-baptism, 
live in the kingdom of God, and enjoy, here and here
after, the supreme felicity o f living and loving communion 
with him in the inner temple o f their heart.

The above movement is being embodied in 
the form of a Church, or an organisation for 
personal religious purposes. It foreshadows 
the downfall of paganism, and the triumph of 
the true God among men in the earth.

THE FIGHT BEGUN IN INDIA.
W e  do not mean a battle of hostile armies 

with carnal weapons of warfare, but the 
“ fight of faith.” And in this contest the op
ponents of our holy religion are not idolatrous 
heathen, but men of intelligence, so far en
lightened and influenced by the Gospel as to 
renounce idolatry and caste and to take to 
themselves a visible organization as a Church, 
and to erect buildings for public worship, and 
to enter into covenant, and make a declara
tion of their faith and purposes. They have 
conceded the foundation doctrine of Chris
tianity, namely, that there is but one living 
and true God, and have yielded to us their 
stronghold by renouncing caste. The contest 
will henceforth be in regard to the manifesta
tions of the Divine Being to man, and in 
regard to our conduct toward God and each 
other. The Christian teachings touching 
these two great questions are known and read 
of all men. The following, taken from the 
Evangelical Christendom o f  England for the 
month of May, shows the ground on which 
our opponeuts intend to wage the war. In 
consecrating to their faith a handsome new 
place of public worship in Calcutta recently, 
called Brama Mandir, Keshub Chunder Sen 
read aloud the deed in these words, namely :

To-day, by the mercy of God, the public worship of 
God is instituted in this place for the use of the Brahm 
community. Every day, or at least every week, the one 
only God, the Perfect and Infinite, without a second, the 
Almighty and All Holy, shall be worshiped here. No 
man or inferior being, or material object, shall be wor
shiped here as identical with God, or an incarnation of 
G od ; and no prayer or hymn shall be offered or chanted 
to any one except God. No carved or painted images 
shall be kept here. No animal shall be sacrificed here. 
Neither eating nor drinking, nor any manner o f mirth or 
amusement, shall be allowed here. . . . Divine service 
shall be conducted here in such a spirit and manner as 
shall enable all men and women, irrespective of distinc

tions or caste, to unite in one family, eschew error, and 
advance in wisdom, faith, and righteousness.

A t the close o f the service, twenty-one men and two 
women were formally received into the community, on 
accepting what is now called the Brahmic covenant.

The W a r  C o n t i n u e d .— Chunder Sen is 
the well-born and intelligent leader of the 
Brahmo Somaj in the contest between Chris
tian missions and Christian civilization in 
India and the upper classes of Hindoo so
ciety. He is at the head of more than ten 
thousand communicants now, and has constant 
accessions. But the contest is enlarging, and 
the million is being infected with opposition 
to idolatry and to caste. Witness the follow
ing account of the great annual festival in 
honor of Juggernaut, taken from the Friend 
o f  India :

This once glorious festival furnishes evidence of a great 
change in the popularity o f the Hindoo system. The two 
great cars still stand on the roadside, half in the ditch, be
cause the people  will not pull them back to their places.
In spite o f the numbers hired to pull and to applaud, the 
cars were moved on the first occasion only half the usual 
distance, and there they lie in the mud, with the idols on 
them, and flags flying. As usual, the Brahmins applied 
to the authorities to order the people to pull, but in vain.
The common peasantiy was heard to reply, “ Come and 
give a hand yourselves.”

Our great reliance in this war is, that “ the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds and our proclamation is, “ The 
Gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven.”

I N D I A .
FIKST REPOET— PERSECUTION— PROSPERITY— MORE MEN.

T h e  following is the first report for 1870  
from the Lucknow District, India Mission 
Conference, forwarded to the Mission Rooms 
by Rev. J. M. Thoburn. W e learn frem it 
that persecution and distress, in some cases, 
attend the becoming a Christian. But we 
rejoice to learn also that there is resolution 
and strength to bear them.

The report gives evidence of a good inter
nal condition of the several stations on the 
district, but shows the urgent need of more 
men.

F irst Qu arterly  R eport op the L ucknow  D istrict, 
I ndia  M ission Conference, 1870.

So much of the short time which has elapsed since Con
ference has been occupied in moving from Moradabad, and 
getting settled in my new home, that I  am not prepared 
to report much work accomplished.

L ucknow .— The work o f the two charges in this city 
has been going on as usual. Brother Messmore has had 
great trouble with the case of the three Mohammedan 
women who were baptized near the close o f last year. 
Two o f the women were compelled to leave their hus
bands on account o f the ill treatment to which they were 
subjected, whereupou one of the husbands brought suit - 
for the recovery of his wife. After a long and very troub
lesome lawsuit, the case was decided against the wife; 
but we have reason to hope that the order o f the court 
will not be enforced. Meanwhile the enraged husbands 
have repeatedly attacked girls and women on their way 
to our school, for which they have been arrested and fined.
The whole case lias been a source of most painful anxiety 
to us, and i*uch o f Brother Messmore’s time has been 
spent in attending to it. These difficulties, however, must 
be met, and as precedents become established, our way 
will become more clear.

Sketapore.— Brother Knowles has moved to this sta
tion from Gondah, and lias vigorously entered upon his 
work. He conducts an English service, which is well at
tended, and the word preached is accomplishing much
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pood. The native work is carried on as usual, but no 
special result is as yet apparent.

L uckimpoke, which is still without a missionary, is at
tached to Seetapore as a temporary arrangement. A  na
tive brother named Yakoob is stationed here, and seems 
to be trying to do his duty. There is an out-station in 
connection with this station where we have a few mem
bers and some inquirers. A  native helper has just been 
sent there, and we hope for a good work among the 
people.

G on d ah  And B a h ra ich .—Brother Weatherby has re
moved from Bahraich to Gondah, and, in tlie absence of a 
missionary for the former place, both charges have been 
put under his care for the present year. He has seven 
native helpers, and hopes to do a good work during the 
year. At our quarterly meeting held in Gondah the wife 
o f one of our teachers was baptized. She is an interesting 
woman, and gives promise of usefulness.

R o y  B ar e illy .— Brother Wilson was compelled to 
leave this station on account of illness, and I have the 
nominal charge, although I can do no more for the work 
than a preacher stationed in New York could do for a 
charge in Albany. This, is one o f our most interesting 
stations, and a resident missionary is greatly needed for it.

D is tr ic t  A sso c ia tio n .—In accordance with the action 
o f our lato Conference, all the native helpers o f the dis
trict were called together in Lucknow on March 17 
and organized into a district association. The session 
lasted four days, and seemed to be highly appreciated by 
our native brethren. W e are to meet again in six month?, 
when examinations will be held in the course of study 
adopted by the Conference, essays read, and religious 
services conducted with a view to creating a more spir
itual experieuce in the hearts o f our native brethren.

I trust we are receiving a share in the prayers of the 
Church. She has no more needy servants than we.

India.—R e y .  T. J. S c o t t .

India, begins to give signs of life through 
all her length and breadth. The influence of 
the government and of Christian missions is 
shaking to their very foundations all that is 
ancient in religion, manners, and knowledge. 
The facts which follow, just received from 
Rev. T. J. Scott, give evidence of what we 
say, and will furnish fitting materials to en
lighten and assure the Church at home in re
gard to our own missions and the missions of 
other Churches. Brother Scott says:

I inclose you a few notes of progress in this mission; 
first, an extract from a notice of our last printed report.

“ Eighteen stations are reported, embracing large por
tions o f Oudh, Rohilkund. Kurnaon, and Gurhwal, all o f 
which have been taken up since the mutiny year, and 
many o f them only recently. The entire number o f na
tive Christian adherents in these stations is put down at 
771; the number of baptisms during the past year, 478 ; 
number o f vernacular schools in operation, 76, in which 
there are 1,074 boys and 717 girls. There are 30 Anglo- 
vernacular schools, with an attendance of 2,199 boys and 
159 girls. There are two orphanages in successful opera
tion, and a printing press, at which two vernacular news
papers are published, and which has issued twenty new 
books and tracts o f various kinds during the year.”

Iu two particular points in our mission now there is a 
marked tendency toward the regular formatiou of an in
digenous Church, namely, iu theBudaon and in the Morad
abad districts. In these places considerable numbers 
are now baptized eveiy year, and in some instances whole 
families are gathered in at once. Little classes and soci
eties are forming, and there is a feeble movement toward 
self-support. With but few exceptions, the accessions 
are from the lower classes, “ the poor o f this w o r l d b u t  
the leaven will surely spread outward and upward.

Other places have their usual success. In all our work 
iti connection with the grace of God, our great and press
ing wants are men and money—soldiers and the “ sinews 
of war.”

Take an extract on mission work in general in India:
“ The Rev. Mr. Sherring, than whom there are few 

more competent observers, Ijius describes the changes 
wldeh government and missionaries are working in native 
society: ‘ Old habits o f thought on religion, education, and 
social manners have been well-nigh destroyed. Public

if  ...................  ......... ..............

opinion has been called into existence. A  desire to sift 
and analyze has been created. And India may at length 
be declared to be uo longer stagnant and unprogressive, 
but, under the quickening impulse o f new conceptions, to 
have made a fresh start in life. Mirzapore, Benares, and 
these provinces generally, have all been more or less 
brought within the sphere o f this healthy and invigorating 
excitement. A few years have sufficed for this mental 
awakening to be effected among no inconsiderable portion 
o f the leading members of native society.’ ”

Let the Church pray on, and send us men and money.

Moradabad D istrict.—We have just re
ceived the first quarterly report from Rev. H. 
Mansell, the Presiding Elder, and hasten to 
communicate its contents to the Church at 
home. It is supplementary to Brother Scott’s 
encouraging communication, which we publish 
also in this number. Brother Mansell says, 
under date of April 13 :

G a rh w a l.— The work in Garhwal is still very encour
aging. Our Christians are learning constantly, and are 
very regular in attendance on daily prayers, and very at
tentive in Sunday-school and preaching. The few who 
were converted just as we were leaving for Conference 
are growing in grace, while a few others seem to be troub
led on account o f  their sins. Thomas Gowau and J. 0. 
Renser, tw o o f  our native preachers, with their families 
are doing a good work in Sreetiaggar. They are just 
now  very busy preaching, and distributing books and 
tracts to the crow ds o f  pilgrims on their w ay to the 
shrines o f  Budree-nath and Keedar-nath. Their large 
Anglo-vernacular school and the tw o girls’ schools are in 
a very flourishing condition, and the Sunday-school there 
is in a fine condition. A  few weeks ago on my monthly 
visit I  found over one hundred scholars in it, o f  whom 
thirty were girls. I t  may be safely said that there is not 
such a Sunday-school among the heathen children in all 
our mission.

Harkna Wilson, another o f our native preachers, has 
been stationed at Bungar, a place three days’ march from 
Paori, and in the center of a large population. He has 
begun with good prospects. He and his wife have twen
ty-eight boys and four girls in school. It was very en
couraging to hear them sing our hymns, and to see the 
whole village assembled for prayers, and all the more so, 
as neither missionary nor native helper has ever before 
succeeded in inducing the heathen to sing our hymus and 
attend service regularly. Harkna relates an incident 
which will show you how readily the sayings of Christ 
and the Apostles can be interpreted here. During the 
Holee festival, a short time after their arrival iu Bungar, 
the Hindoos had very freely sacrificed sheep, goats, sweet
meats, etc., and as Harkna and his wife did not join with 
them, they sent them a very liberal share of the gilts. 
Harkna returned them all, very kindly saying that as 
Christians they could not “ eat things sacrificed to idols.” 
This astonished them much, and they said one to another. 
“ Who is this man, and what his religion, that he refuses 
to eat what our gods even have accepted?”  This their 
astonishment turned to respect, and they sent him a fine 
fat sheep which had not been sacrificed. W e shall be 
busy this year building, as the bungalow is already under 
repairs, aud the government have just granted us five 
thousand rupees to aid in erecting a good stone building 
for school-house and chapel.

M oradabad .— All the work on the Moradabad Circuit 
is prospering. Brothers Wheeler and Elliott are earnest 
and happy, and trying by every possible means to save souls.

W e have just held our second Quarterly Conference, which 
was a season o f great spiritual profit to us all. Seven adults 
and three children have been baptized. Persecution had 
already begun. Three women very lately broke caste, 
and declared their belief in Christianity at a village called 
Sehl, near here; but they were beaten and turned out of 
their homes by their husbands and friends. “ A  man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household.”

S umbhal.— Brother James David, native missionary, 
writes that the work is prospering. Sabbath-day service 
and Sunday-school are regularly kept up and well attended, 
as well as the daily evening prayers.

Two adults and four children have been baptized during 
the quarter. The schools have had to be reduced for want 
o f funds, but there are still two boys’ schools, with one 
hundred boys on the rolls, and three girls’ schools, with

one hundred and five girls daily leuruing religious truth, 
as well as the rudiments o f secular knowledge. In the 
Sumbhal Circuit work has been opened nt a new place. A  
large and important city called llassanpore is occupied 
by Benjamin Luke and Ballu Singh. The work there has 
begun well, and we hold our second quarterly meeting 
there next Sunday and Monday. The preaching o f the 
Gospel to the heathen lias been regularly carried on dur
ing the quarter.

Amroiia.— Brother Zahur-ul-Haqq writes very encourag
ingly o f his charge. Six poi sons, adults and children, have 
been baptized this quarter. Class and prayer meetings 
are well attended. Whenever five or ten persona can get 
together they do so regularly for evening prayers.

Bukouu .— Brother Jackson reports: “ I have spent sumo 
time during the past quarter inspecting the schools and 
visiting the members o f society on the circuit.

“ At Bijnour, Vagina, and Vajibalmd titere have been reg
ular Sabbath services and Sabbjjth-schouls and evening 
services during tho week.

“  At Mandawar aud Nehtaor, where there are small so
cieties, there is no regular service. These places have 
been visited by tho native brethren and myself."

Quarterly Aggregate Statistics.— Number of members, 26; 
probationers, 17; schools, 9; pupils, 250.

CHILD MURDER IN INDIA.
T he murder of female infants in India pre

vails in various parts of the country to an in
credible extent. Its prevalence in Rajpootana 
is astounding. It has lately attracted the at
tention of the government, and a bill has been 
introduced for its suppression. A  statement 
of the prevalence of the crime was made at 
the time of the introduction of the bill, from 
which statement we make the following ex
tracts. They are derived through the “ Mis
sionary Herald ” from one of the London daily 
journals.

W e learn that “ in 1856 Mr. Moore was charged with 
inquiry into the matter, nnd tho state o f things which ho 
found existing in certain parts o f tho country was shock
ing in the extreme. He had personally visited, and rnado 
himself acquainted with three hundred and eight villages, 
and he reported that in twenty-six not a single girl above 
six years old was to be found, and that no woman had 
been married from the villages for upward of eighty years.
In another batch o f thirty-eight villages there waB not a 
single girl, and no marriage from them had taken place 
within the memory of man. In thirty villages there were 
thirty-seven girls and three hundred and twenty-nine boys 
o f the same age, and a scarcely less disproportion pre
vailed iu all' the villages examined.

‘.'The results arrived at by inquiry o f quite recent date 
are equally startling. The Lieutenant-governor o f tho 
Northwestern Provinces examined ten villages, where ho 
found one hundred and four boys aud only one girl, nor 
had any woman been married for ten years. In twenty- 
sevou others there were two hundred aud eighty-four boys 
and twenty-three girls; iu nine villages he found seventy- 
one boys and seven girls, and in other localities the very 
tradition of marriage had been lost. There had, there
fore, demoustrably been an enormous slaughter of female 
children; indeed, a tank was on one occasion pointed out, 
aud described as paved with the bones of girls. But mur
der was not the only crime revealed by these discoveries.
The men of these villages, like all Hindoos, must marry, 
and marry early; and the question was, How could they 
be supplied with wives ? There seems no doubt that the 
difficulty was got over by kidnapping or purchasing girls 
from the distant places, who were sold to the villagers. 
Wholesale murder seems, in fact, to have led to wholesale 
kidnapping.”

There seems to be but one opinion, that these atrocities 
are to be traced up to the pride of family and caste. Those 
who most extensively practice them are the Rajpoots, the 
highest secular caste in India; but, like every other crime 
which is regarded as a mark o f dignity, it has spread to 
other classes. It is asserted that even the Mohammedans 
are largely implicated in its commission. To the Rajpoot 
it is a disgrace to marry his daughter to any one higher, 
or at least o f equal rauk to himself; and to have a mar-
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riageable daughter in liis house wlio is unmarried is con
sidered a still deeper disgrace.

If, therefore, there were daughters, husbands must ab
solutely be had for them; but then they would be excess
ively scarce. But this is not the whole o f the cause. Xt 
is an inflexible rule among these castes— inflexible, that 
is to say, until there is a general agreement to break it— 
that the ceremonies of marriage, which are wholly at the 
cost o f the bride’s father, must be conducted ou a scale 
proportioned to the assumed rank both o f the bridegroom’s 
family and o f the bride’s. But the castes which place this 
obligation on themselves by no means necessarily consist 
o f rich men. The Rajpoot villages are chiefly bodies o f 
peasant cultivators, often not far removed from downright 
poverty. It is, in fact, the combination of poverty with 
pride which creates the inveteracy o f the abominable 
practice.

It is satisfactory to find, from the statements made to 
the Legislative Council,, that no doubt is entertained of 
the possibility .of suppressing female infanticide now that 
its prevalence has been established. The measures relied 
on appear to be not so much penal sanctions as, in the 
first instance, a system of periodical inspection and regis
tration of births, and in the next a series of efforts to ob
tain a general understanding from the Rajpoots them
selves that their expenditure in marriages shall be 
lessened.

Some hope of effectually grappling with this enormous 
social evil arises from the fact that the chief men among 
them begin to see the folly o f their reckless extravagance 
incurred on the marriage o f their children. But who will 
set the example of retrenchment? Not one will have the 
courage to do so until all consent to reduce it. The only 
power which can create the opinion, or- secure a general 
consent, is the government. Good results had already 
arisen from the employment of suitable measures, though 
hitherto only by way of experiment.

In the district o f Mynpoorie there was, hi 1842, no 
Rajpoot girl alive. The remedies just described were 
then tried, and nine years afterward, in 1851, there were 
eighty-eight girls found living, and two hundred and fifly 
iu 1855. The same measures year after year doubled 
the number of girls in the territory round Agra. It is 
very characteristic. o f  the nature o f British influence ou 
India that the crime is now fully admitted by the natives 
to be a crime; but the temptation to commit it is alleged 
to be irresistible, and the government is helplessly ap
pealed to for the means of suppressing it.

Can we, who dwell in this land where the 
light of the glorious Gospel shines, with our 
mothers, wives, and children around us in 
health, honor, and peace, read the above air 
thenticated account of child murder without 
being irresistibly led to earnest wrestling 
with God in prayer, and to boundless liberal 
ity in view of aiding the government to bring 
this execrable sin to an end ?'

B U L G A R I A .
R e v .  D r .  L o n g ,  under date of Constanti

nople, April 15, advises us of an interesting 
religious awakening in the cities of Pleven 
and Loftcha. There were intimations of it 
some months ago, and it seems to be increas
ing. But it is attended with distressing per
secutions by the government authorities, at 
the instigation of the Bulgarian clergy. The 
chief instrument in this work is our long-tried 
and faithful missionary, Brother Gabriel Elief, 
who made a report of it to Dr. Long, our Su
perintendent, who sends to the Mission Rooms 
the following synopsis of it :

A  letter just received from Brother Gabriel Elief gives 
a very fair exhibit o f some of the peculiar trials which 
await those who are actively engaged in laboring for Christ 
in these lands. 1 will, therefore, give you a synopsis of 
liis letter.

He had recently visited the cities of Pleven and Loft
cha. On the way he spent a night at the house of the 
young peasant whose case interested my heart so much 
when I was there last October, and about whom I  wrote

you, telling you o f his eagerness in the search after truth, 
and his faith and perseverance in the midst o f bitter and 
violent persecution from his ignorant countrymen. He is 
still holding out in a way which rejoiced and amazed 
Gabriel very much. The old lather who received me bo 
cordially, and evinced an earnest desire to know and to 
walk in the right way, has been called, we trust, to the 
mansions on high. His body lies buried in the door-yard 
of the little cabin, as the neighbors and the priest refused 
it burial in the grave-yard.

In the large city o f Pleven Brother Gabriel reports 
great progress. A  number o f the leading men o f the city 
seem really interested in the truth, and are making a 
decided stand for reform. Gabriel says expressly, “ The 
leaven of God seems to be fairly in the middle o f the 
dough, so that I have great hope of seeing there a general 
reformation. W hy should I doubt it? Is any thing im
possible with God ? ”

The city o f Loftcha is where “  Todor the Potter ”  re
sides, about whom I have written, and who was so cruelly 
beaten last summer for the faith o f Christ. The Lord has 
given him two brethren of one heart with himself, and 
they are letting their light shine in that dark place. The 
Chief Priest succeeded in bringing over the Turkish 
Governor to lend the civil authority to his cruel and 
persecuting measures ; so Brother Gabriel the next day 
after his arrival was summarily arrested on the charge of 
selling books (Bulgarian Scriptures) which were not ap
proved by the Chief Priest, and was treated with very great 
indignity. He was finally ordered to take his load of 
books upon his back and walk to Sistof, some forty miles 
distant, through mud and snow, followed by a policeman. 
It was only after great personal entreaty with the Gover
nor that Gabriel succeeded in getting him to modify this 
extraordinary sentence, so far as to allow two sureties to 
be accepted, so that Gabriel might spend the night at the 
inn and not in prison, and to allow him to hire a horse 
next day for his conveyance to Sistof. He was conducted 
by his guard, upon their arrival at Sistof, to the Police 
Court, and there kept under strict arrest for nearly four 
hours, when he was released and permitted to go to his 
home. I  am happy to say that his faith wavers not. He 
remarks: “ A t Loftcha, although I was six times by the 
constable and twice by the chief detective dragged, so to 
speak, from one end o f the city to the other, yet, believe 
me, brother, I am ready again to testify for Christ there, 
even with my blood if necessary. Never did I  feel the 
hand of God so near me as at that time. Never was I so 
wonderfully sustained as while in that city. Even the 
guard who arrested me seemed surprised; and, as we 
passed along the street, some o f the low, ignorant 
ones cried out, “  Hang a stone about his neck and throw 
him into the river.” I  replied to them in a calm voice, 
“ Brothers, I pray you not to be excited. Whom have I 
ever injured ? I will, by the help o f God, come back again 
and bring you the Gospel, even though now you reject i t ” 
He adds in his letter, “ You can see that God has a work 
in that city, inasmuch as Beelzebub is so enraged. You 
may know from that that there are some there who are 
turning away from him and resolving to be the servants 
o f God.”

OUR SOUTHERN MISSIONS.
O u r  correspondence from the South leads 

us to believe that our work there is being 
strengthened and enlarged, and that the bad 
feelings of a sectional character are abating 
somewhat. W e think there is a growing de
sire and hope among the people, both IS orth 
and South, for the consolidation of all the 
branches of* the Methodist family, and particu
larly for a reunion of the two great bodies—  
the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Meth
odist Episcopal Church, South. Such a reun
ion is becoming a Church aspiration both in 
the North and in the South, and has produced 
a bitter contest. But this cannot last long,- 
and must give way to a generous rivalry 
which will develop a better spirit, and bring 
on a higher and purer action in Church affairs. 
W e have reason to hope that this is now so 
to some, extent. And when it becomes the 
common conviction of the North and the 
South that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
will re-establish herself in all her former work 

I in the South, not only in pursuance of her

right in this land of free Churches, but also 
as a matter of duty in view of taking her part 
in the conversion of sinners, then our breth
ren of the South will be still more inclined to 
combine with us of the North, and the pres
sure of public sentiment in the Church and 
outside of the Church will facilitate this com
bination and demand a reunion, as it did in 
the case of the two Presbyterian Churches 
last year.

In view of what we have said above, it be
comes a matter of great interest to be advised 
of the progress of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the South. Is she becoming self- 
reliant, self-supporting, and established among 
the people ? The general tendency of our in
formation justifies us in believing she is. As 
a specimen we give below an extract of a let
ter addressed to Rev. Dr. Harris, one of our 
missionary secretaries, by Rev. A. Webster, 
Presiding Elder of the Charleston District of 
the South Carolina Conference, dated at 
Orangeburgh, S. C., May 4, 1870:

I have just completed my first round upon the district. 
I am obliged to spread myself over considerable territory, 
as my district is two hundred and twenty-five miles long 
and one hundred and thirty miles wide. In doing my work 
for this quarter I  find I have traveled two thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-two miles, and preached forty ser
mons. In addition to attending to mv regular work upon 
the district I have superintended the interests of the Claf- 
lin University, where we had iu attendance during the last 
term, including all departments, three hundred students.

I keep an approved record of all the Quarterly Confer
ences held by me officially for my own personal use, em
bracing the items required by our Discipline.

We have appointed a Committee on Missions at each 
Quarterly Conference, and each Conference has approved 
of an assessment of one cent per week for missions. An 
especial effort will be made by the leaders to collect this 
weekly. W e think we shall do more for missions the 
present than the last year. You will notice, however, 
that of the amount raised in the Conference last year over 
one thousand six hundred dollars came from this district.

W e are enjoying a good degree of religious prosperity 
upon all of our charges. Nearly every charge reported 
additions to their membership during the quarter. Our 
affairs in many respects are becoming more settled, anti 
there is not exhibited at the present time as much hatred 
as heretofore to the “ Northern Church” and its repre
sentatives and adherents. There is light ahead, and we 
are hoping for better days.

Our Sunday-schools, ou the whole, are well attended, 
and are really an interesting and promising feature of our 
work here. We are greatly needing help by way of effi
cient teachers and more extensive libraries, etc.

The Claflin University has been chartered by the State, 
and its normal and theological departments are doing val
uable service in training teachers and preachers for our 
work here. The Freedinen’s Aid Society o f our Church 
are supporting the teachers now employed iu this institu
tion. Our work, to be permanent and efficient, must not 
overlook the great work of education among the masses 
of the people. The children still manifest a commendable 
anxiety to learn. Our system of State free schools is not 
as yet fully in operation, but the plan has been inaugu
rated, and to work it well we shall need greatly to in
crease our supply of teachers.
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