
His Dominion shall be from Sea even to Sea, and from the River even to the ends o f the Earth.
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MISSIONARY PRAYER-MEETINGS.
ITS NECESSITY AND IMPORTANCE.

BY E. L. FAXCHEB, ESQ.

T h e  specific instrumentality by which the 
world is to be converted to God.is the work 
of the Christian Church, made efficacious by 
divine assistance. So said St. P aul: “ The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds.” This work comprises also 
the united and continued prayer o f  the Church 
for the outpouring of the Divine Spirit upon 
the world. W e  may make some calculation 
of the probable effects and influence of other 
means, “  but prayer, by engaging a divine 
power, sets all calculations at defiance.” 
When, through all the Church, this purpose 
of prayer shall heave every breast and flush 
every cheek, she will move mightily onward 
in the fulfillment of the Master’s great com
mand to “  preach the Gospel to every creat
ure,” and then the blow will have been 
struck that shall smite the hosts of darkness 
with dismay.

It pertains to the divine Redeemer, exalted 
at the right hand of God, to confer upon men 
the gifts purchased by his blood ; and it per
tains to the Holy Spirit to apply the work of 
atonement to their salvation. When that 
ever-blessed Spirit shall move upon the world 
in power, and visit every place, like holy 
flame, then shall all hearts be attracted to the 
Cross, and He whose right it is to reign shall 
ere long be enthroned upon the affections and 
allegiance of a repentant world.

I f the agency of the Holy Spirit must give 
efficiency to the instrumentality of the Church 
in its great missionary enterprise, how needful 
are her prayers that “ He would convince the 
world of sin,”  and bathe the multitudes in the 
influences of heaven ! Surely the gift of the 
Spirit is the great promise of the Christian 
dispensation. “ Y e  shall receive power from 
on high after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth.”  St. Paul exhorted that “  supplica
tions, prayers, and intercessions be made for 
all men,”  declaring that “  this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God, our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”  Thus 
the Spirit and the Church are erecting the 
kingdom of Christ in the world. “ And the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come.”

It is said by our brethren of the American 
Board, that “ one great object of the Monthly 
Concert is to keep before our Churches this 
great fact— the dependence of all Christian 
work upon the divine b le s s in g a n d , in con- 
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sidering what is needful to make it a success, 
they mark, as its primary design, that “ it 
must be made a meeting for prayer.” Every 
thing else is incidental or subordinate. W hat 
if the great Methodist Episcopal Church 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land should unite to dedicate one day in the 
month as her missionary day, when every 
minister and every member should feel com
missioned to plead, before the throne of grace, 
for the cause of the Redeemer in all the earth ? 
When, with one accord, the members of each 
Church should gather in one place, to pray 
that every habitation of man might be vis
ited with salvation, and the will of God be 
“  done on earth as it is in heaven.”  Amid all 
the enterprises of time is there one that can 
compare with the object of such a Concert ? 
This object is the sole end for which all the 
events of time are marching, and all the pur
poses of eternity, concerning man, are tend
ing. Even now the wonders of Providence 
are opening opportunities which long ages 
have denied, for preaching the truth as a 
witness among all nations. The Church is 
imperatively called by the voices of many 
nations to come and give witness for God 
among them. “ Pray ve the Lord of the 
harvest that he would send forth laborers into 
his vineyard.”

W e  fear the pastors and people of the Meth
odist Episcopal Church are delinquent in this 
matter, and that prayer fo r  missions is only 
an occasional occurrence, and not an appointed, 
certain, and concerted practice. One day in 
each month is not too much to devote to this 
important work. It may be a week-day or a 
Sabbath-day, or an occasional interchange 
from one to the other, as circumstances shall 
require ; but it should be considered by every 
Pastor and every Society, that an essential 
part of the work of the Church committed to 
her charge is the Monthly Concert of Prayer 
for missions. One entire service, each month, 
should be devoted to this work. The conduct 
and character of the service will vary as the 
circumstances of the occasion may seem to 
require, and as the Pastor and Missionary 
Committee may determine; but the essential 
element will be prayer— special prayer for the 
advancement of the missionary cause, the 
prosperity of the work in mission fields, the 
downfall of error, and the hastening on of 
that day when every idol-altar shall be abol
ished, and every power shall submit to the 
Prince of Peace. I f  the Church would not 
betray her trust this great duty should be 
every-where performed.

The fathers of the Church, who are set over 
it in its government, have enjoined this duty 
upon its pastors and people. One of the par
agraphs of the Discipline, in the chapter con
cerning the “ Support of Missions,” thus reads: ¡

VAI.F, DIVINITY SCHOOL'

Jt shall be the duty of the preacher in charge, aided by 
the Committee on Missions, to institute a Monthly Mission
ary Prayer-Meeting, or lecture, in each Society, or Chnrcli, 
and Congregation, wherever practicable, for the purpose 
o f  imploring the Divine blessing on missions, for the dif
fusion of missionary intelligence, and to afford an oppor
tunity for voluntary offerings to the missionary eauso.

There are few congregations where this 
monthly meeting would not be practicable, 
and none in which it would not prove a ben
efit. In some of the larger city Churches the 
offerings to the cause are made on a particular 
day of the year, and might properly at other 
times be omitted; but the Monthly Concert 
of Prayer should there and every-where be
come an institution of the Church, and be 
faithfully observed. The interest of the oc
casion, in each particular place, would largely 
depend on the zeal and efficiency of the Pas
tor ; but the combined effect of' the whole 
Church prostrate before the throne of grace, 
twelve times a year, would be like the prod
uct of the Apocalyptic tree, that “ yielded 
her fruit every month. ;  and the leaves o f  the 
tree were fo r  the healing o f  the nations.'1'’

How inspiring is the thought that we al
ready touch the verge of the brightest period 
in the most perfect dispensation of grace. The 
future is sunny with refreshing promise. In 
that scene before us is that triumph of Chris
tianity which is destined to brighten and 
make beautiful the world. The present is 
deeply charged with duties which, if well 
performed, will culminate in that glory. The 
gray old shadows of error and superstition 
are already departing ; and, now, if the Chris
tian Church will arise, and shine in the luster 
that belongs to her, earth, like a renewed 
Paradise, shall throw open the flower, the 
green leaf, and the beauty which humanity 
waits to see, and the sure word of prophecy, 
has foretold.

DEBIT AND CREDIT.
T h e  annual expenditures of the Missionary 

Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
have exceeded its annual income every year 
since 1S65. This disproportion of receipts 
and expenditures is not peculiar to our Socie
ty ; it prevails in all the principal Protestant 
Missionary Societies in Europe and in Amer
ica. It does not in all cases arise from 
a decline of contributions, but rather from an 
extension of missionary work into new fields, 
or the strengthening of what is in hand. In 
commercial phrase, our work is too much ex
tended ; and yet we all are unwilling to let 
go any part of it, but, in our zeal and gra
cious goodness of heart, we hold on in hope 
that the Church will come to the rescue, and 
even to the extension of our work into those 
large and promising fields to which access can 
now be had. This disproportion between re
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ceipts and expenditures necessarily creates a 
debt which must increase every year, and be 
carried at interest. But this cannot be done 
for many years. Last year we carried an 
average debt of more than $100,000. This 
condition c f  things cannot last long, and we 
must find a remedy either in enlarged contri
butions by the Church, or by contraction of 
our work.

W e have said this state of things is not pe
culiar to our Missionary Society. A s an ex
ample of the fact, and the only suggestion of 
the remedy, we quote from the Thirty-second 
Annual Report of the Board of Foreign Mis
sions of the Presbyterian Church. It says: 

The Committee desires to call the particular attention 
of the Churches to the necessity o f providing larger funds 
for the support of this cause. It is impossible to carry 
on this work under the burden o f a debt every year. 
The Churches ought not to consent to this; neither 
should any men consent to take charge of such vast inter
ests upon this condition. "Whether the recurrence o f a debt 
is to be avoided by reducing the missionary work, or by 
enlarging the income of the Board, is the practical ques
tion. And it is a question which cannot be much longer 
deferred; it is one which the Committee earnestly but 
respectfully submit for the consideration of their Christian 
brethren.

FIFTY-FIR S T ANNUAL REPORT.
W e have just received the first copies of this 

report, which covers one hundred and eighty- 
eight pages. W e  shall commence to send it 
out immediately, as copies are furnished by 
the binder. Indeed, we suppose many of our 
Pastors will have received it in advance of 
this paper.

C o n d it io n ' o f  t h e  M is s io n a r y  T r e a s u r y  a t  t h e  C lo s e  
o r  t h e  Y e a r .— The following is the general statement of 
the receipts and disbursements by the Treasurer for 1869: 

r e c e ip t s .
Receipts bv the Treasurer o f New York from

Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 1869................................. $385.943 15
Receipts by the Assistant Treasurer at Cin

cinnati from January 1 to December 31,
1869 ..................................................................  232,283 46

Total.......................................................$618,226 €1

d i s b u r s e m e n t s .
Paid by the Treasurer.......................................$452,821 88
Paid by the Assistant Treasurer..................... 170,999 07

Total...................................................  $623,820 95
Excess o f Disbursements over Receipts.. . .  $5,594 34
Treasurj'in debt January 1, 18&9.................. 84,195 62

Treasury in debt Jan. 1, 1870.......... $89,789 96

S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y , J a n . 1. 1870.
Treasury at New York in d e b t .......................$127,308 17
Casli on hand with Assistant Treasurer . . . .  37,518 21

Balance, Treasury in debt................  $89,789 96

“ TH E LABORERS ARE FEW."
T h r e e  t o i l e r s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  a w a y  a t  

m id -d a y — three having special relation to our 
missionary work.

Dr. W Clintoek  became a Manager of the 
Parent Missionary Society in 1848, and was 
Chairman of the Committee on Missions in 
Western Europe, which originated the mis
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sions in Germany and the Scandinavian 
States.

As Pastor of St. Paul’s Church, New York, 
he raised the largest single missionary collec
tion, we believe, that had ever been raised 
before in Christendom, namely, $12,500.

The General Conference of 1868 appointed 
him on a commission to procure suitable 
buildings for our Publishing and Missionary 
interests. He was called away, amidst the 
busiest period of his life, on the morning of 
March 4.

W. W. Cornell was one of the Commission
ers appoiuted by the General Conference with 
Dr. M ’Clintock. His religious life commenced 
in the midst of the Youths’ Missionary Band 
of Greene-street Church, New York, with 
J. Longking, John M. Reid, B. P. Howe, 
George Collord, C. C. North, and others like- 
minded. He was faithful unto death.

He entered the Board of Managers on the 
same day with the lamented Moses F. Odell, 
in 1852.

This Publishing and Mission building in 
which we write is one of the many monu
ments of the genius and industry of himself 
and brother which adorn this metropolis, and 
is second only to “ Stewart’s store,” their 
masterpiece.

Brother Cornell’s gifts to the Missionary 
cause were on a princely scale. He died in 
great peace on the morning of March 18.

Bishop Thomson, the seventh Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Missionary Society, electrified at 
his first appearance the grandest New York 
audience that was ever convened on a Mis
sionary occasion— certainly up to that time. 
It was called “ a Missionary demonstration,” 
gotten up in Tripler Hall by the Methodist 
young men of New York and vicinity. His 
next great movement in the cause of Missions 
was that initiatory visitation of the diocese of 
Methodism, or, as Mr. Wesley had it, My 
parish.” He circumnavigated the globe. 
India, China, Germany, the Scandinavian 
States, and Turkey were visited by him, and 
the people listened to the “ glad tidings” he 
bore to them. His third great public and 
never-to-be-forgotten Missionary service was 
his grand speech in Stein way Hall, at the 
Forty-eighth Anniversary of the Parent So
ciety.

The audience of that day will never forget 
the “  exceeding great army ”  of the Chinese 
that he marched in an unending column 
round the world, and confounded us with the 
argument that we must care for their souls ! !  
His Lord «called him, on the morning of 
March 22, to “ come up higher.”

W ith  the close of his life we see announced 
as passing through the press h is. maturest 
thoughts on “ Our Missions in the Orient.”

MISSIONARY FIELD
OF TO-DAY AND EIGHTEEN HUNDRED Y EA RS 

AGO.

The following beautiful and true thoughts 
on Apostolic and modern missions we extract 
from an excellent communication of E. L. 
Fancher, Esq., on the Missionary Prayer 
Meeting, and which may be found on our first 
page.

In the time o f  Paul, the field of missionary enterprise 
was the Roman empire. But its ample territory, with all 
its provinces, comprises but a small part o f the mission
ary field o f the present time. Take the wings o f morning 
in the farthest East; sweep along over pagan empires pop
ulated by hundreds o f millions; look on the barbaric 
lands ot Afric’s ancient tribes; over the busy marts 
of European life; follow the light of day across ocean’s 
isles to onr Western World; still pursue the liight 
to the Rocky Monntains, along ths slopes o f the Pacific, 
and far out in its island-dotted waters, and thus behold 
the missionary field of to-day I No empire is so vast as 
that field; and no enterprise is so grand as that which in
spires the Church to seize it all for Christ. The time ap
proaches when all these kingdoms o f the world, and the 
glorj' o f them, shall belong to him by a supreme and univer
sal allegiance; when they shall bloom as in vernal beautv, 
and when their ten thousand tongues o f every kindred 
and tribe shall wake in harmony the song of the redeemed. 
Some o f these tongues have already begun to rehearse 
for that grand chorus of the world. Jn many lands the 
heathen is casting away his idols, and is waiting, with 
prolonged gaze toward Christian shores, for the coming of 
a message from Heaven. What is this but that he is wait
ing for Jesus, the Christ?

Although the Church for centuries has maintained 
glowing sentiments, tinged by the warmth o f prophecy, 
concerning the diffusion of the Gospel, still the age of 
missionary associations and activities is recent. Since 
the first centuries o f the Christian era until the present 
day, the best attempts for its universal diffusion have 
been feeble in character, and have been retarded by the 
condition o f the heathen world. Like the repeated flights 
of the dove from the ark, the messenger o f salvation has 
found only a waste of unresting waters. But the waves 
of pagan superstition are now receding; and, suddenly, 
the land of hope and promise appears. Every-where 
heathen nations are beginning to awake from their long 
delusions, and, as if the law o f sympathy pervaded them, 
there is a general breaking up of all old exclusiveness, a 
feeling ofddespondency over their false religions, and a 
disposition on the part o f their governments, as well as a 
willingness among their masses, to receive the messengers 
from Christian lands.

There is also in the Church, at the present day, a more act
ive missionary spirit and a more earnest zeal for the con
version of the world than has burned in her bosom since 
primitive times. This sentiment is pervading every district 
and every congregation. Nothing stands stronger in the 
affections o f the people o f Christian lands than the mis
sionary cause; and, if the Church should now awake to 
the grand conception o f quickly saving the world, con
scious that every angelic eye in the Universe is watching 
the effort, the influence o f the cross would soon conquer 
every other power.

OUR PRESBYTERIAN CONFRERES.
T h e  conquest of the world to Christ is to be 

accomplished by the “ preaching ”  of his “  Gos
pel of the kingdom.” It is not necessary that 
all the Preachers or all the Churches engaged 
in this glorious and divine enterprise shall 
agree in religious opinions, or even in doc
trines. I f  they hold to the fundamental 
doctrines of the Gospel, as expressed in the 
Apostles’ and the Nicene Creed, they are on 
the solid foundation of Jesus Christ, the chief 
corner-stone. A ll such, whether individuals 
or Churches, animated by the divine Spirit, 
are helpers together in the great missionary 
enterprise of the evangelical Churches, and 
hence should rejoice in the success of each 
other. Information of such success mutually 
increases the strength and faith of all who 
are engaged in it, and tends to overshadow 
and put aside all feelings of jealousy, and thus 
to bring the individuals and Churches into 
more intimate communion with each other. 
And we think the time is not far distant when 
Christ’s Church universal will settle down 
upon the Nicene Creed, and make the com
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munion of the Lord’s Supper the visible bond 
of unity ; and yet, for ecclesiastical purposes, 
the several Churches will remain separately, 
under the general bond of the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper, and yet will be united in 
the great missionary enterprise.

W e have been led to make these remarks 
upon reading the present condition of “ The 
Foreign Mission W ork ” in the Presbyterian 
Church, as set forth by their Board of Foreign 
Missions in their Thirty second Annual Re
port. W e  have made the following extracts 
from said Report:

The progress o f the missionary work since the organ
ization o f the Board has been steady and healthy. There 
has been no forced growth. Almost every year has 
shown an improvement in resources of men and means, 
until in every respect the year that has just closed is in 
advance o f all others. At the end o f the first sixteen 
years of the Board's operations, and merging into them 
the preceding important five years’ work of the Western 
Foreign Missionary Society, the Church had under its care 
in the foreign field 54 missionaries, 2 ordained native 
preachers, 91 assistant missionaries, 31 native helpers. 18 
churches, and 492 communicants. A t the close of the 
second sixteen years, and independent o f what adhered 
to the Southern Church, there are 83 missionaries, 13 or
dained natives and 10 licentiate preachers, 88 assistant 
missionaries, 193 native helpers, 48 churches, and 1,836 
communicants: yea, the growth within the last four years 
has been 20 missionaries, 9 ordained natives, 51 native 
helpers, 16 churches, and 824 communicants.

These are cheering facts, and show an accelerated in
crease of churches and members, as well as o f those who 
have consecrated themselves to the work from among the 
ministry at home.

Hitherto the Executive Committee has acted upon the 
principle announced in the First Annual Report o f the 
Board: “ It is the duty o f the Church to send out and 
support every qualified missionary that may be accepted 
for tlie’ foreign field.”  Hitherto the Executive Committee 
has followed the advice of the various General Assem
blies, and gone forward sending out men as they have 
been commissioned, and meeting the more pressing wants 
of the different Missions; but the whole has been con
ducted ou the basis o f rigid economy.

Now the Committee is led to pause. For four succes
sive years— a thing unexampled in the history o f the 
Board— a debt has been reported to the General Assem
bly, or a difference between the receipts and expenditures 
o f successively $6,110, $35,472, $27,139, $5,300.

It is, therefore, evident that the work intrusted to the 
Committee cannot be carried on any longer with safety, 
ou its present scale, with this steady disparity between 
the receipts and expenditures; and in view o f the facts 
just stated, the Committee do not feel warranted in 
increasing liabilities, by sending out new men, or incur
ring other expenses, however important, without first re
ceiving the sanction and the promise o f the cordial co-op- 
eration of the General Assembly and the Churches.

With the steady advance that has characterized the 
missions o f the Board in the past, and now at a time 
when they especially need the fostering care o f the Church 
for greater and more important results, to retrench or tone 
down their progress to the present standard o f receipts 
would be fraught with evil, and yet it is evideut that the 
work must be contracted unless Christiaus contribute 
more freely, and more are ready by their gifts to sustain 
this advancing work.

But it must be borne in miud that no impulsive effort 
and no temporary enlargement o f the funds will meet the 
present demands and the continued progress o f the work. 
Spasmodic appeals are not suited to the present state o f 
things. Liberality must assume larger proportions, and 
keep pace with aggressive action, providential move
ments, and earnest entreaties. It must be steady in its 
flow, and increasing in volume year by year.

TH E ARMENIAN MISSIONS.
T h e s e  are the fruits o f the early labors of 

the American Board, and are designed to re
store the ancient Church of Armenia to evan

gelical religious experience. The extent and 
present condition of this great mission field 
will appear from the following extract from 
the last Report of the American Board:

The three Armenian missions embrace a territory more 
than half as large as that portion of the United States east 
o f the Mississippi River. It includes a portion of Euro
pean Turkey on the west, the whole o f Asia Minor, and 
extends to Persia on the east, and Syria and Arabia on 
the south. The evangelization o f this region has been 
left almost exclusively tp the American Board, and is 
carried on by forty-six missionaries residing at twenty- 
one principal stations, and by native preachers and pas
tors at one hundred and seventy out-stations. Twenty 
unmarried ladies are engaged in special labors in behalf 
of their sex. Sixty-five Churches have been gathered, now 
under the care o f forty-one native pastors, wholly or in part 
supported by their own people. To these Churches three 
hundred new members were added on profession of their 
faith the past year, making an aggregate membership of 
about three thousand. Other professed believers will be 
organized into Churches as soon as pastors can be set over 
them, and they are prepared for the duties and responsi
bilities o f such a relation. The average attendance upon 
public worship on the Sabbath is about eleven thousand; 
and upon Sabbath-school instruction, eight thousand; 
while not far from six thousand youth are to bo found in 
the various schools and seminaries under the care o f the 
missionaries. The contributions to various Christian 
objects amounted, during the year, to over fifteen thousand 
dollars in gold, an advance of two thousand dollars upon 
former years, and an average o f  over five dollars to each 
Church member. Progress is steadily making, in the 
larger part o f the field, in the direction of self-support 
and independence; the local Churches, and the different 
ecclesiastical bodies which they have organized, are con
ducting their affairs with much wisdom and good judg
ment ; and as one Church after another becomes inde
pendent, the missionaries are enabled to turn their efforts 
to “  the regions beyond.”  Some o f the native Churches, 
especially in the Central and Eastern missions, have 
been very active in missionary labors, and the Harpoot 
Evangelical Union has a mission of its own, carrying on 
the work o f evangelization at six different points in the 
mountain wilds of Koordistan.

C H I N A .
F i v e  M i s s i o n a r i e s .— The Committee on 

China reported the following resolution, which 
was adopted by the Board at its February 
meeting:

Resolved, That this Board concurs in the recommenda
tion of Bishop Kingsley, thal provision be made to send 
at once five missionaries to China in addition to the one 
authorized by the General Committee, and that the 
Treasurer be and he is hereby authorized to pay the 
necessary expenses o f sending the said five missionaries 
to China from the Contingent Fund.

The return of Rev. S. L . Baldwin -and fam
ily on account of ill health, having been rec
ommended by the China Mission and approved 
by Bishop Kingsley, the Board made provis
ion to meet the necessary expenses of their 
voyage.

A  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m in a r y .— W e have not 
one under our care in China, but, judging 
from the testimony of Bishop Kingsley, Dr. 
Maclay, our Superintendent, presented a class 
of men for ordination which would have been 
a credit to any of our schools. W e  are happy 
to notice that our Reformed [Dutch] brethren 
from America are just completing an edifice 
for a Theological Seminary, in connection 
with their missions in Amoy and its vicinity.

Self-supporting Churches.— By their latest 
advices their missionaries have now three 
self-supporting native mission Churches.

Dr. Maclay writes under date of January 24:

Brother and Sister Baldwin are about starting for San 
Francisco and New York. Their neeossary departure is a 
heavy loss to our mission, and is, at the same time, a sore 
trinl to them, as it breaks up all their plans o f labor here, 
at least for the present. All their frieuds here, foreign 
and Chinese, deeply sympathize with them in their afflic
tion, and pray that, with recruited energies, they may 
soon be restored to their work in China.

B is h o p  K i x g s l e t  seems deeply to sym
pathize with our missionary toilers in China 
and India. Under date of March 5, writing 
from Alexandria, (having left India deeply 
moved,) he speaks of the pressing necessity 
for reinforcements in those fields where the 
laborers are so few and ready to faint from 
excessive labors. From whom shall we hear 
the cry, “ Here am I, send me ! ”

G E R M A N Y .
F r a n k f o r t - o n -t i i e - M a i n .— It is a most in

teresting fact in the history of this ancient 
city, the seat of oar “  Martin Mission Insti
tute,” that it was the birthplace of Peter 
Bohier, of precious memory. W e quote from 
Lockwood’s Life of the Moravian Bishop, 
printed at the Wesleyan Conference office in 
1868 :

Frankfort-on-the-Main is a pleasant city, remarkable 
for its literary institutions and its historic interest. A t 
the close of the eighth century Charlemagne built a palace 
in which a Council o f the Church was held. Here the 
Rothschilds commenced their financial operations; and 
though its half-jrearly fairs are not what they were in the 
sixteenth century, when forty thousand persons wero 
wont to assemble within its walls, they still present 
a scene o f  great interest and extensive business. Here, 
a few hours before the bells of its Cathedral rang the fu
neral knell o f 1712, our future Bishop, Petrus Bolder, was 
born. He was the fourth child o f John Conrad Bohier 
and his wife Antonotta Elizabeth Hanf, who were mar
ried April 26, 1706.

Mr. Wesley visited Frankfort July 3, 1738, 
and says:

After waiting an hour at the gates wo procured a mes
senger, whom we sent to Mr. Bohier, (Peter Bohler’s 
father,) who immediately came, procured us an entrance 
into the city, and entertained us in the most frieudly 
manner.

S W E D E N ,
T h e r e  is going on in Sweden a very great 

revival in our missions. It is limited only by 
want of means to employ the men. And yet 
the corps of missionaries for this year is much 
larger than for last year. This work in Swe
den is a true type of the revivals in England 
and America a hundred years ago : the same 
zeal, the same consecration of time and prop
erty. Under date of February 4, Brother 
Witting, the Superintendent, says :

In every place the revival interest which I spoke o f in 
my last is unabated, and in some places largely increasing. 
Such is the present aspect of the work that I feel, as it werê - 
awed, and can only exclaim, Who is sufficient for theao 
things? The crowds that press to our meetings are'so 
large that more than half have to return home, unable to 
get in, although they come a long time before the services 
commence. On Gothland especially (an island in the Bal
tic) is*a powerful work. The oldest inhabitants say that 
they never have witnessed such a general and powerful 
visitation of God's Spirit. Our brethren, Berg and Palm, 
assisted by a competent Local Preacher, are working day 
and night, and, bless the Lord! their work is not in vain. 
Brother Berg was sent there last October, and he has 
great success. Quite over one hundred persons have 
joined our Societies since then. In Wisby, the only town 
of name or note on the island, they are now collecting 
means to build a chapel; but I fear they are not able to
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do it. The trouble is, that vve cannot possibly get hold o f 
people o f means so long as we have no chapels; and we 
can never get chapels in this-country, if we cannot win 
some of the wealthy for the Lord. W e must have outside 
help. This condition of things troubles me very much, 
and weighs heavily on my mind. Sleep has almost fled 
from my eyelids, and I  can in truth say that I  have got 
ten years older these last eight or ten months. I have not 
yet been able to visit the missions, as I haveuo means for 
traveling expenses. And yet I purpose to leave here 
next week for Stockholm and Örebro, where the friends 
are able to pay at least half o f ray traveling expenses.

B U L G A R I A .
A f t e r  long and patient waiting, and 

diligent toiling, on the part of our brethren 
in Bulgaria, especially Brother Floeken, we 
begin to see fruit which gives good indica
tions of a coming harvest. W e  have already 
given to the Church an account of a religious 
awakening among a sect of Russians called 
Lipovans, and which had extended to the 
German villages in the vicinity of Tultcha. 
This new movement among the Lipovans has 
aroused the Molokans, who had well-nigh 
fallen out of notice, and there seems to be a 
general religious awakening among the people 
in this outpost of our Bulgarian Mission. In 
a late letter from Rev. A .  L. Long, D . D., 
Superintendent, he says:

Brother Floeken reports a continned and increasing in
terest among the Lipovans. The brethren at Tultcha are 
receiving letters from a great distance, (some from the 
shores of the Baltic sea,) inquiring about the new move
ment in favor o f evangelical religion. Our brethren are 
kept busy giving information orally and by letter upon the 
great truths of the Gospel to their own former co-religion
ists. The Molokans are also greatly stirred up by seeing 
this work of grace among the Lipovans.

Brother Gabriel Elief writes me from Sistof very en
couragingly concerning two new brethren whom the Lord 
has recently given them there. One of them is quite an 
influential man, with whom I had a very interesting and 
close personal talk upon personal piety the last time I was 
in Sistof. Brother Gabriel writes mo that this man, for 
about one month, had been under such deep and pungent 
convictions for sin, and such was his wretchedness under 
a sense of his lost condition as a sinner, that he could not 
attend to his regular business. He could scarcely eat or 
sleep. But one morning, two hours before daylight, he 
comes and knocks at Brother Gabriel’s gate, and is let in 
with his face all beaming with joy. He apologizes for 
coming at that early hour, but says that lie could wait 110 

longer to come and tell him the joyful news of the great 
and wonderful change which he had experienced about 
midnight, while engaged in agonizing prayer. He felt 
that the load which had been for weeks upon his soul was 
gone. He did not know what to call it, but his soul was 
full of joy and love, and he had been trying to wait until 
daylight to go and talk about it with the brother who 
had so often advised him and prayed with him.

The little band of brethren there are in great need of 
an additional preacher to alternate with Brother G. in vis
iting other important places. How discouraging it is to 
see work opening and ripening, with none to step in and 
carry it forward. Where are our facilities for even a par
tial training to some young Bulgarian brethren for this 
work? Where are our American brethren? May God 
give us who are here wisdom, strength, and zeal to carry 
on the work according to our ability, and may he send the 
men to do that which we cannot do.

Amid all our discouragements we have occasional 
gleams of sunshine, like the one narrated above, to cheer 
us on, and to incite within us new resolutions o f devotion 
to His service.

M E X I C O .
T h e  W e s l e t a n  M i s s i o n a r y  C o m m it t e e ,  

at their monthly meeting, Jan. 12, had before 
them for consideration a letter from Mexico,

urging them to commence a mission in that 
country. The Committee look forward to the 
opening o f a way to Central America, and 
Mexico too, through their present missions in 
Honduras and Corosal.

A NEW POWER.
T h e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h .— A  power that 

has not attracted the attention it will from 
this time onward receive, is now looming up 
before the vision of the American Church:

A writer in the Lutheran Observer sketches its record 
from the time when it was regarded as a very insignifi
cant sect, and when its members were dispersed or ab
sorbed into other bodies as fast as they reached this 
country, there being no means of supplying their spiritual 
wants. For 150 years, in New York, the Lutheran ele
ment thus fed other Churches. In 1812, an English 
Lutheran Church was established in New York, and one 
iu Charleston; and in 1830 a similar movement com
menced in Pennsylvania, which resulted in a general in
troduction of English by 1850. The seminary at Gettys
burg!), too, had commenced sending out graduates who 
spoke English only, and, as the old German pastors died, 
many of these succeeded them. Tims, in 1840, there was 
a general apprehension that the German Lutheran 
Church would be supplanted by the English branch to 
which it had given birth. Partly as a consequence o f this 
fear, there was established iu the West the Alt Lutheraner 
— the ritualistic, Higli Church party, who now direct the 
Missouri Synod. Among these withstanders o f innova
tion are to be numbered, we believe, in the Missouri 
Synod, 360 ministers; Iowa, 75; Buffalo, 60; Ohio, 20; 
Augustana, 50; Norwegian, 70; Wisconsin, 60 ; 695 Alt 
Lutheraner ministers in all. But, quite aside from any 
such reactionary movements, the future o f the German 
Lutheran Church is assured. “ W e,”  says the writer in 
the Lutheran Observer, “  number already 400,000 mem
bers, more than 2,000 ministers, over 3,000 congregations, 
and some o f the latter the largest in this country.

“ In point o f numbers, we now rank third among the 
Protestant Churches in the United States. The Meth
odists are first, the Baptist second, and we are third, un
less the recently united Presbyterian Church outnumber 
us. But if the immigration from Lutheran countries con
tinues in the same ratio it has for the last five years, we 
will give the Baptists, and even the Methodists, a sharp 
race by 1875. Our increase, during the last three years, 
has been 50,000 a year. During 1869, with our native 
increase, it reached 80,000. And if the rumors from the 
north of Europe can be credited, the year 1870 will add 
100,000 additional members to our Church.”  And prep
arations have been made to meet this influx. The 
Lutherans have already 15 theological seminaries, educat
ing between four and five hundred ministers, and which 
will soon be able to graduate as many as 600 educated 
pastors annually.

* N E W  M E X I C O .
R e v .  J. L. D y e r ,  the Superintendent of the 

Santa Fe District, says of Kew Mexico :

That for health it is unsurpassed, is a good grazing 
country, and their cattle are lat summer and winter on 
the grass.

The mineral resources o f the country are equal to any 
of the mining districts, when opportunity is given to 
develop them. There is enough o f good farming lands 
to support hundreds o f  thousands of people.

There is a want of water in some parts for mining pur
poses, but for the purposes o f irrigating the land there is 
enough.

There are now one hundred thousand inhabitants.
The Spanish is the spoken language of the country, 

and the natives are chiefly Roman Catholics, with an 
abundance o f bells and images— the latter are borrowed 
and lent o f one another.

Not one Protestant Preacher in the Territory who can 
preach Spanish. There are Jive Protestant preachers, 
three o f whom are Presbyterians and two Methodists.

Mavajoe Indians.— One of the Presbyterian ministers is a

missionary to them. The other ministers to the scattered 
Americans.

Schools.— W e have no system o f schools o f any kind. 
These, next to preaching the Gospel in the language of 
the people, are the means to reform and save them. W e 
are making an effort to start a school— have secured two 
thousand dollars from the people toward starting a Mis
sion School. [The missionary thinks it should be treated 
as a Foreign Mission School.] We should begin in time, 
and make a good start.

A State Organization.— W e shall be soon asking to. be 
admitted to the sisterhood of States, and then there will 
be a greater desire for a knowledge o f the English 
language.

We want men who can teach and preach in the Spanish 
and English languages. It will pay for men to prepare 
themselves in both.

S T A T I S T I C S .
P r e s b y t e r ia n  C h u r c h .— The receipts o f the Boards 

of the Presbyterian Church, in the month of January, 
were as follows: Board of Domestic Missions, 817,616 32 ; 
Board of Education, $5,641 81; Board of Foreign Mis
sions, $50,232 59; Board o f Publication, (Colportage and 
Distribution Fund,) $864 38; Board of Church Exten
sion, $1,519 57; Fund for Disabled Ministers, $2,540 65 ; 
Committee on Freedmen, $4,402 70. In “ the other 
branch,”  the following sums were received in January: 
Home Missions, $16,304 29 ; Freedmen, $3,056 13 
Ministerial Relief Fund, $4,811 41 ; Church Erection 
Fund, $4,277 02; Education, $1,815 68. Total in both, 
$112,082 55.

BEQUESTS AND DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r s o n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society by 
will are requested to observe the following form:

1 give and bequeath to “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  of  
t h e  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  Ch u r c h ,”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State o f New York, the sum 
o f ; and the receipt o f the
Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge* to my 
executors for the same.

FORM  OF A  D EVISE OF LAN D  TO SAID  
SOCIETY.

I give and devise to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  op  
t h e  M e th o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated by tho 
Legislature of the State of New York, the following lands 
and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the ap
purtenances, to the said Society, its successors and assigns 
forever.

TH E MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by Die 
M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  op  t h e  M eth o d ist  E p isc o p a l  

Ch u r c h ,
A t 805 Broadway, New Yorh.

It is under the editorial supervision o f the 
Co r r e s po n d in g  a n d  A ss ist a n t  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S ec

r e t a r ie s  of  t h e  So c ie t y .

T e r m s .— One copy will be given monthly to each family in 
our Churches throughout the connection, on application of 
the respective missionary committees. The application in 
every case must be in writing, and must set forth that 
the committee ask for but one copy for each family, that 
they will scrupulously take care o f the papers and see that 
they are properly distributed, and that they will provide 
for the postage or freight on the same. The missionary 
committees in the several Conferences west o f Erie and 
Pittsburgh will make their application to Hitchcock & 
Walden at Chicago, and the committees in the several 
conferences east ol the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including 
these two Conferences, and the Conferences of the Pacific, 
will apply to the Secretaries at 805 Broadway, New 
York. Let each application state particularly to whose 
address, and by what mode of conveyance, the papers are 
to be sent.

P o s t a g e .— The postage is twelve cents a  year for any 
number of copies not exceeding «^AijWhen sent iu a single 
package to one address, and at this rate for any greater 
number sent in the package, and must in all cases be 
paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post-office o f  the 
subscriber.


