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A F R I C A .
R ev. Bishop R oberts writes us under 

date of July 7, giving account of both the 
shadow and doings of death, and also of 
the increase of Ilis kingdom who is the 
resurrection and the life.

Since my last to, you I have had reasons 
to sorrow and to rejoice.

Death.—To-day I received intelligence of 
the death of Rev. P. Coker, Presiding TSlder 
of Monrovia District.; He breathed nis last 
about four o’clock A. M. His remains were 
conveyed up the St. Paul’s River, some 
twelve miles, to his son-in-law’s (Mr. Allen 
Hooper) farm and residence, where they 
were decently deposited in a family ceme
tery. In consequence of almost incessant 
heavy rain during the day a few only of bis 
numerous friends and acquaintances could 
attend his remains to their last resting place.

Brother Coker, in consequence of impaired 
health, has been unable to do generally ef
fective work for more than two years, but 
his zeal for the cause of God would not 
allow him to retire from the ranks of the 
itinerant service. He has been a faithful 
missionary in this portion of the vineyard 
of the Lord for sixteen years, laboring at 
various points in the work. When the mes
senger came he was neither surprised nor 
dismayed. My last interview with him 
was just one week previous to his dissolu
tion. I found him in comparative ease, but 
decidedly a sick man, his limbs much 
swollen. I spent about an hour with him, 
during which he spoke with ease of his ill
ness, and his hopes should he not recover. 
He said he had thought at some time daring 
his recent illness he would rather depart and 
be with Christ, but perhaps there was too 
much selfishness in such a desire. He now 
felt- perfectly willing and resigned to the 
will of Heaven, and if he was spared, for 
further labors anew. We united in prayer; 
he could not kneel. For the last time, as it 
proved, I took the parting hand and sepa
rated, no more to meet on earth.

Brother Coker is the third Conference 
member that has died since we met in Con
ference last, only six months ago.

Rev. H. B. Matthews, for several years 
sustaining a superannuated relation to our 
Annual Conference, died on the 16th of last 
month. He had been an invalid and a sub 
ject o f suffering for years previous to his 
death; and when he could not stand to 
preach from lameness, he would sit and say 
if any man thirst let him come to Christ. 
His name is associated with the early history 
of this mission, and his footprints have been 
made on the extreme borders of the work.

Brother Thomas Fuller, Presiding Elder 
of Cape Palmas, of whose death you have 
been informed.

These all died in the faith and in great 
peace. The work does not cease although 
those workmen have been taken from the
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walls. The “  thousandth ”  has not yet “  fall
en.” Yet this number in so short a time 
makes us sorrow when we view the extent 
of the fields and indications of a whitening 
harvest.

Since Conference I visited Cape Palmas. 
I met Brother Fuller, who was making hasty 
preparations to leave for the United States 
in a very debilitated condition. I was in 
time to conduct his quarterly meeting, he 
being unable. The meeting was well at
tended, and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
was among the true worshipers.

A  Supply.—Hearing of the death of 
Brother Fuiler soon after my return home, 
I made arrangements with Rev. J. M. Moore, 
a local Elder and experienced administrator, 
to supply the vacancy. He soon proceeded 
to Palmas, and is now serving the interests 
of the Church there.

The Seminary.—While at Palmas I found 
the seminary building to be in a very leaky 
condition, arid otherwise much needing re
pairs. I have made partial provision for 
repairs by purchasing and sending down 
shingles and lumber.

On mv return from Palmas I also visited 
Greenville, Sinou, and Bassa. At the 
former place I found Brother C. A. Pitman, 
Preacher in charge, partially comfortable in 
a small house, with his newly-married wife. 
He seemed perfectly satisfied at his new 
home and charge, if a Methodist itinerant 
has a home. Tne society is delighted with 
their new pastor, and so is the community 
generally. He has had reasons to rejoice 
since he entered upon his work, of which 
more will be said hereafter. In a letter 
soon after his entering upon his duties he 
says :

u Dear Bishop: I take pleasure in record
ing, to the praise of this people, that my re
ception has been and is truly gratifying to 
me. The knowledge of this fact fills me 
with deep humility and , a sense of my great 
obligations to God. A h ! sliall 1 prove 
adequate to this great work ? Shall I, in 
my small way, meet the expectations of this 
people ?

‘ 0  for a jealous, just concern,
For God’s immortal praise.’

cc My first pastoral duty, except the preach
ing, was a very solemn one; the burial of a 
lady who came to her death by drowning. 
In fact I met two corpses on shore when I 
landed. One of the deceased was a subject 
of converting grace at our late Conference 
revival. So soon has the Conference of 1868 
a daughter in heaven. Thank God ! Take 
courage, bishop 1 With the Bible, Disci
pline, and Baker in my hand, I expect to 
work for God. I am weak, but he is mighty; 
and the work being his, I believe he will 
carry it on. Twelve persons have been re
ceived on probation on this charge since
Conference.”  , #

Rev. J. G. Thompson, Presiding Elder of 
Bassa District, reports the state oi the work 
in his care:

“ About the time of the first quarterly- 
meeting at Mount Olive a revival of religion 
was going on at Marshall, during which 
several professed conversion. Five offered 
themselves to us to be received on probation. 
There was also a religious stir at Farming- 
dale, where, during continual attendance on 
prayer-meetin^s, four professed to have 
found peace m believing, and presented 
themselves to us to be received on proba
tion, from the Sabbath-school.”

At Mount Olive J. H. Deputie reports:
“ During the past quarter I have received 

one into full connection. The religious state 
of the charge is. good. Our meetings are 
all well attended, also our Sunday-school, 
which numbers thirty scholars. Our day- 
school is not in so prosperous a condition as 
we would wish. Many of the scholars are 
called off to assist in planting rice. The 
natives around are beginning to regard the 
Sabbath by refraining from work on that 
day, as they have come to believe that their 
farms prosper better by bo doing. I feel 
that God is with us. The people are living 
peaceably and friendly.”

Report from Buchanan Circuit, J. R. 
Moore, Preacher in charge:

‘‘ We have had continued night-meetings 
since our quarterly meetings, during which 
time eight professed conversion, and nine 
have joined on probation, and' the Church 
seems to have had a general reviving. We 
have one day school prospering with twenty 
scholars of an advanced class.”

During the month of May two meeting
houses were formally dedicated to the wor
ship of God. One is near the vicinity of 
Louisiana settlement, and designed for the 
use of an interesting society of Congoes and 
others. The other is erected near the Ca
rey sburg road, and is partly of native con
struction, designed for the use of natives in 
the vicinity a n d  Americo-Liberians. At the 
latter place Brother Fuller, of the circuit, 
officiated. During the same month the cor
nerstone of a neat and commodious brick 
church was laid with appropriate services. 
Rev. S. J. Campbell was present and im
pressively addressed the audience. The 
walls have since been completed and are 
ready for the roofing; but heavy rains just 
at this season retard the progress of the 
work. Before concluding this I may be al
lowed to say that the limited means at our 
disposal for the work forbids our meeting 
repeated demands or requests from native 
chiefs to establish schools and mission sta
tions among them.

Brother J. H. Deputie, Missionary at 
Mount Olive, writes to me under date of 
July 1, as follows:

“  Good news ! There has been an appli
cation to me for a school at ‘ Barloes’ Town,’ 
on the ‘ Dare’ River, by a man more than 
one hundred years old. Can you do any 
thing for him ? He makes his application 
in apparent earnestness. I cannot tell you 
all he says now. I am strongly tempted to
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venture, though I have not the me:ms at 
command, and send a teacher to this point.” 

Since our last Conference I have added 
another mission station to our native de
partment, to which I have sent an effi
cient local brother. His reports up to this 
time are very favorable.

G A B R IE L  P. D IS O S W A Y .
We should be unjust to ourselves and to 

the whole Church were we to omit an ex
pression o f the profound sense of loss we 
feel at the departure of Gabriel P. Disos- 
way. No prefix or suffix would now, and 
never did, add any thing to the value of his 
name. Commencing his public missionary 
efforts so early as 1816 in our Sunday- 
schools, he was still more prominently 
before the Church in organizing, with his 
now regained companion, John Summerfield, 
in the month of August, 1819, the Young 
Men’s Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, auxiliary to the Parent 
Society just then formed. His language, as 
their Secretary, to the Secretary of the 
Parent Board was: “ Happy are we to 
unite with our fathers in the furtherance of 
the Bible and missionary exertions, a work 
so glorious in its nature, so extensive in its 
operations. We believe the work of mis
sions to be holy in its object, pure in its 
means, and charitable in its end; for it has 
the glory of God for its object, the Gospel 
and the Bible for its means, and for its end 
the temporal and eternal welfare of man
kind.”  We believe it to be susceptible of 
proof that he was tke first layman in our 
Church who conferred with Dr. Bangs, of 
precious memory, on the necessity of extend
ing our mission work into foreign lands 
among the heathen. He also was one of a 
deputation of the young men who went to 
Philadelphia to confer with the venerable 
Bishop M’Kendree on the appointment of a 
missionary to Africa. This led, shortly 
afterward, to the commencement of a mis
sion to Liberia, and the appointment o f the 
immortal Melville B. Cox as the first foreign 
missionary of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. For many years Brother Disosway 
was a member of our Board of Managers; 
and always, from youth to gray hairs, he 
was on hand in the Ch arches as an advocate 
for every advance step proposed by the So
ciety. No obloquy—and he lived in the 
time of it—which Methodism passed 
through ever moved him in any other way 
than to strengthen and settle him in his de
votion. His education, his social position, 
his ready utterance, the fitness of his speech, 
utterly devoid o f either cant or unkindness, 
made his presence an acquisition on all occa
sions of general interest to our Church. No 
citizen o f our Zion more thoroughly com

prehended the forces for good existing 
among us, or gave them a more cheerful 
support. Few, if any, among us have been 
more extensively known within our gates, 
and few upon entering paradise will meet 
with a larger acquaintance.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
R e v .  Dr. G o o d f e l l o w ,  under date of 

June 27, announces the pleasant fact of the 
safe arrival of Rev. Henry G. Jackson :

A  few days of discomfort at the hotel 
here have ended by his occupying the house 
vacated by myself for that purpose. He 
has been very cordially received; and no 
welcome could be more agreeable, nor could 
any prospects of usefulness be finer, than 
those before Brother Jackson here.

M E X I C O .
A  gentleman, a merchant, having resided 

in the city of Mexico, addresses Rev. Mr. 
Rising, a Secretary of the Missionary Soci
ety of the Protestant Episcopal Church, on 
the subject of Mexico, as a field inviting the 
immediate attention of the Protestant 
Churches. He says:

It occurred to me that a short statement 
of what came under my own observation 
might prove useful, as I believe you are in
terested in the good work going on there.

The London Bible Society have a depot, 
managed by Mr. J. W. Butler, where the 
Scriptures only are sold; but as the sales 
in the capital seldom exceed forty dollars 
per month, Mr. Butler is obliged to travel 
through the various States in the dry season, 
disposing of the books as he best can, a 
work for which he is well fitted. These 
journeys usually extend to two or three 
months, and always prove encouraging. 
He also employs colporteurs for the work,

! who receive one dollar per day and their 
traveling expenses, and in the larger towns 
he endeavors to establish agents, allowing 
them a commission of twelve and a half per 
cent on the amount of their sales.

In 1866 Mr. Butler circulated about 14,000 
copies of Bibles, Testaments, portions, etc., 
but in 1867 the circulation fell to between
3.000 and 4,000, owing entirely to the civil 
struggle then raging throughout the coun
try, when business of every description was 
brought to a standstill. This year it bids 
fair to exceed that of 1866.

Such a work can only be carried on at a 
great outlay. In 1866 it cost the Society 
£1,100, but last year it would be considera
bly less, as there was but little done in that 
year. In addition to salaries, colportage, 
rent o f shop, and traveling expenses, the 
books have to be transported from vera 
Cruz to the capital, a distance of two hun
dred and eighty miles, and often to the 
interior towns.

So far from wishing to curtail their oper
ations, the directors of the society which 
Mr. Butler represents have intimated their 
determination of going on with them, as 
they consider the field a very promising one.

The American Bible Society is repre
sented in Monterey by a Mr. Westrop. The 
circulation is, I believe, confined chiefly to 
the Border States, and averages about
4.000 copies per year.

So far as I know these are the only socie
ties directly engaged in spreading the 
Gospel in Mexico; but in the city and the 
surrounding villages are to be found many 
earnest, devoted men, who, having sepa
rated themselves from the mummery of the 
Romish Church, are doing what they can 
to enlighten their brethren, and deliver 
them from the bondage in which they have 
been held so long.

They are all poor people, either shoe
makers or carpenters, etc., and having to 
earn their daily bread, they necessarily 
labor under great disadvantages. Not only 
do they need funds, but they are sadly in 
want of organization, and an enlightened 
religious literature in the shape of tracts 
and books.

The societies to which I have referred 
are doing good service in circulating the 
Bible; but they can not do more, and, in 
my humble opinion, a great amount of pre
paratory work is needed before we can look 
for much progress. Mr. Butler has often 
assured me that he could dispose of any 
number of tracts when he could not sell a 
Bible; and only before I left the capital, a 
Señor Jaurez, who has a large meeting of 
his countrymen on Sunday, called upon me, 
and begged that I would do what I could 
to send him a parcel of tracts and books to 
distribute among his brethren.

This man is actively engaged in the cause 
of Christ. He has formed what he desig
nates the “ Evangelical Reform Society.” 
The meetings are held on Thursday evening 
and Sunday forenoon, and the average 
attendance is about sixty:— sometimes 
more. Several chapters of the Bible are 
read, each one taking a verse, any one being 
at liberty to make remarks. Señor Jaurez 
reads prayers, and a short sermon which he 
prepares for the occasion. Besides this 
meeting I have attended two others in the 
city, conducted on much the same prin
ciple, but differing slightly in practice.

With proper organization and support it 
would be easy to form small congregations 
in the large cities, and throughout the 
country generally. Hundreds of the people 
are waiting anxiously for the change, but 
afraid to take any step, for the priests have 
still much influence among the poorer classes; 
although the Church as a political power is 
now completely crushed, never, I believe, 
to rise again.

I speak the truth when I say that there 
never was such an opportunity as the pres
ent for spreading the truth in Mexico. The 
authorities are favorable to religious liberty; 
the government has confiscated all the vast 
church property, estimated at two hundred 
millions of dollars; many of the churches 
and convents have been sold or converted 
into dwelling houses; the priests are obliged 
to dress like ordinary citizens; and the 
“ host” is no longer taken through the 
street, preceded by a bell and a procession 
of boys carrying lighted candles, as for
merly.

Of course the priests do all they can to 
retain their influence on the people, and do 
not scruple to take and destroy the Bible 
when they can lay their hands upon i t ; but 
to show you how effectually their power 
has been curtailed, I will just quote the fol
lowing incident, which Mr. Butler related 
to me:

While selling his books in the portal of a 
village near Puebla, a priest brought a chair, 
sat down opposite the stall, and threatened 
all and sundry who attempted to purchase. 
Mr. Butler complained to the judge of the
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place, who had the priest brought before 
him; the judge examined the Bible, pro
nounced it a good book, and bought a 
copy. He then ordered the priest to go 
back to his church, telling him that he 
might thunder away there as much as he 
pleased, but that he must not interfere with 
Mr. Butler. He, however, had a notice put 
upon the outside of his church door, warn
ing the faithful to avoid Butler’s stall, but 
the judge, hearing of this, ordered it to be 
taken down.

Mr. Butler often meets with opposition 
from the priests similar to what I have re
lated ; but his invariable practice, when 
entering a place, is to wait upon the alcalde, 
and obtain his permission to sell the book, 
which is always granted. He always makes 
a point of calling upon the scliool-masters in 
the various places he passes through; and 
generally finds them very favorably dis
posed toward the circulation of the Bible, 
and frequently they buy a copy. A friend 
of his supplied the children in a school near 
Mexico with a Testament each, at the re
quest of their teacher, at which they were 
quite delighted. Testaments and portions 
of the Scriptures are always inquired after, 
but the people, being very poor, cannot 
pay the price in many instances. There is 
a book entitled Nights with the Romans, 
which is very popular among the thinking 
portion of the Mexicans. Some of the news
paper editors, and one or two governors of 
States, have read the book and commented 
freely upon it. Mr. Butler invested $200 
in purchasing copies, which sum he received 
from an English gentleman for that purpose. 
I have often witnessed a dozen or two work
ing men gathered together to hear it read.

1 might mention much of a similar nature, 
all tending to show that there is a great de
sire among the people for religious books 
and tracts; in short, for something which 
they have not got, and of which they wish 
to know more than they do.

superintending the education of her six chil
dren, will greatly contribute to reinvigorate 
both the mental and physysal energies of 
this valuable missionary woman.

C H I N A .
M b s . R e v .  Db. M a c l a y .—Our readers 

will have noticed in the papers that Mrs. 
Maclay and her children had arrived at San 
Francisco on their way to the Northern 
States, her purpose being to place two of 
her sons in college, for which her husband 
and herself have prepared them. We had 
been advised of their coming by a note 
from Dr. Maclay, from which we make the 
following extract:

I arrived in Ilong Kong with my family 
Wednesday, May 20, and during our stay 
there we were very kindly entertained by 
Rev. Mr. Turner, of the London Missionary 
Society. Yesterday, May 26, my family 
went to sea in the steamship China, and are 
now on their way to San Francisco. This 
morning I left Hong Kong in the steamer 
Kin-kiang, and arrived in Canton this after
noon at half past two o’clock. I am now 
stopping with Rev. George Piercy, Super
intendent of the Wesleyan Mission here, 
and expect to spend to-morrow in this city, 
trying to gain some information concerning 
the work of the missions here.

Sister Maclay arrived at New York Au
gust 7, having spent but three weeks in 
San Francisco. W e are trusting that a so
journ of a year or two in this country,

G E R M A N Y .
R e v .  L. S. J a c o b y , D. IX, sends from 

Bremen, July 10, to the Mission Rooms, 
the following account of the late session of 
the Annual Mission Conference of Germany 
and Switzerland:

Our Annual Conference closed on the 8th 
after a harmonious session o f seven days. 
We had some very difficult and important 
questions to debate, but it was always done 
in the most brotherly spirit. Professor 
Bennett and Consul Cramer were with us 
most of the time, and if the health of Dr. 
Stevens would have permitted it he would 
have certainly attended. The growth of 
our society was only four hundred members 
this year, but our financial affairs are fully 
as profitable as the year before, though all 
the necessities of life were very dear, and 
the poverty of the people was great. We 
coula not commence the new missions we 
would have opened, as very often the people 
desire our coming, but we had neither the 
men nor the money. The Fourth of July 
was celebrated by us in a becoming manner, 
for we all love America, where some of us 
found the Saviour, and others are under 
great obligations to the Christians of that 
country who have sent to them the bread 
of life.

The Constitution of the Martin Institute 
was accepted; and as the former director 
had lain down his office Brother L. Nippert 
was elected as the director o f the Institute, 
which will be opened on the first of October 
in Frankfort-on-the-Main.

I doubt not that you will receive a more 
detailed report written by more able hands.

Tuesday afternoon we had a very inter
esting missionary meeting in a large garden, 
and more than one hundred and seventy 
persons partook of a frugal supper. Before 
and during the same missionary speeches 
were delivered by several brethren.

Wednesday night, after meeting, the 
Conference closed its session, and on the 
next morning most of the brethren were on 
their way home, and without doubt fully 
determined to pray more and to labor more 
in the next year. May God help us to be 
faithful and to gather finally in heaven!

Inclosed you receive:
1. The appointments of the preachers.
2. The statistics.
3. The appropriations.
The Book Concern will be removed from 

Ilastedt to Bremen into the Mission Insti
tute ; and the Ilastedt Buildings, which 
never were paid for, will be sold or rented 
out, as at this present time there is no pos
sibility to sell property at an acceptable 
price.

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  of the preachers of 
the Annual Mission Conference of Germany 
and Switzerland for 1868-9 :

B r e m e n  D i s t r i c t ,  E. Gebhardt, P. E — 
Bremen and Buntenthor, E. Gebhardt, E. 
Gertanner. Vegesack, to be supplied. D e l-  
menhorst and Neerstedt, E. Pucklitsch. 
Bremerhaven, J. Von Oesen.

O l d e n b u r g  D i s t r i c t ,  L. S. Jacoby, P. E. 
—Oldenburg, Varel, and Brake, H. Gerdes.

Edewecht and Westerstede, G. Goss. Au- 
rich, F. Klusner. Hamburg, to be supplied. 
Flensburg, T. Spille.

E a s t  D i s t r i c t ,  C. Achard, P. E —Ber
lin, C. Achard. Gransee, to be supplied. 
Colberg and Greiffenberg, A  Luring, A. 
Prante. Gossnitz, B. Schroder, two to be 
supplied. Russdorf, to be supplied. Dor- 
tendorf, T. Lochen.

F r a n k f o b t - o n - t h  e -M a in  D i s t r i c t ,  L .  
Nippert, P. E.—Frankfort-on the-Main, L. 
Nippert, F . Paulus. Homburg, to be sup
plied. Dillenburg, to be supplied. Hei
delberg, A  Sultzberger. Carlsruhe and 
Pirmasenz, E. Diem. Pforzheim, T. Schnee- 
beli. Lahr and Elsass, C. Weiss.

J. F. Hurst, First Theological Tutor, F. 
Paulus, Second Theological Tutor of Martin’s 
Mission Institute.

W 'u b t e m b e b g  D i s t b i c t ,  C. H. Doerinr/, 
P. E.—Heilbronn, C. H. Doering, T. Brei
ter, to be supplied. Marbach and Beilstein, 
F. Harle, to be supplied. Ludwigsburg, 
A  Rodemeyer. Bietigheim, A. Baedecker. 
Vaihingen, to be supplied. Calo, H. Mann. 
Herrenberg, H. Schlaphof.

Z u e i c h  D i s t b i c t ,  II. Nuelsen, P. E .— 
Zurich, H. Nuelsen, F. Deppeier. Bulach 
and Aarau, two to be supplied. Ulster, J. 
Staiger. Horgen, G. Bruns. SchaflThausen, 
C. Dietrich. Winterthur, C. Raith. St. 
Gallen, Tcekenburg, and Chur, H. Gisler, one 
to be supplied.

B a s e l  D i s t b i c t ,  E. Riemenschneider, P. E. 
—Basel, E. Riemenschneider. Liestal, F. 
Kochli. Biel, G. Hausser. Bern, T. Mess- 
mer. Lausanne and Geneva, C. Glaettii. 
Paris, W .  Schwarz.

T h e  M a b t i n  M is s i o n  I n s t i t u t e . — Rev. 
L. Nippert, House Director, or Steward we 
should perhaps say in America. The Board 
of Managers consists of Brother Mack, from 
Frankfort; Teem Achard and Edward Fou- 
car, from Friedricksdorf; Jacob Rommel, 
from Bissengen, (Wurtemburg;) Jean He
ber, fromUster, (Switzerland;) L. Nippert, 
J. F. Hurst, E. Riemenschneider, L. S. Ja
coby, E. Gebhardt, H. Nuelsen.

S C A N D I N A V I A .
A b e n d a l  is a seaport town of Norway, 

which in 1856 had two hundred sea-going 
ships. It lies 36 miles N. E. of Christiana, 
the capital of the kingdom, and is at the 
mouth of the river Nid. The town proper 
so long ago as 1846 had a population of 
4,500, and was rapidly increasing.

Rev. P. K. Rye is our missionary at that 
station. He commenced his work in the 
beginning of June last, and says :

This is one of the most important seaports 
in Norway. Several seamen of this port 
having been converted in the Bethel Ship 
at New York, have been faithful in testify
ing at home among their friends and kindred 
what great things the Lord hath done for 
them. I find the people here longing for 
the word. They are zealous and sincere in 
working out their salvation. I have insti
tuted regular services as follows: Preach 
every Sabbath at ten A  M. and at six P. M. 
Prayer-meeting Thursday evening at eight 
o’clock. Such as have desired to join us I 
have organized into a society. But be it 
remembered it costs something to unite 
with the Methodists in Norway. The law 
requires that those who desire to leave the
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Established Church to unite with dissenters 
must appear personally before the parish 
clergyman. At this tribunal, I am sorry to 
say, they are often severely tried.

Yet there are exceptions to this rule. 
But after all the hinderances some thirty or 
forty have, since I came, severed their con
nection with the State Church and united 
with us. They are constituted a “  society ” 
according to the doctrines and discipline of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. We have 
now four classes who meet regularly once a 
week.. We have also a regular leaders’ 
meeting.

Our place o f public religious service is at 
present in a hall. It is the best we can now 
do; perhaps two undred people can be : 
crowded into it. At every service the con
gregation overflows, and many have to go 
away. Even at our prayer-meetings about 
one hundred assemble, i f  it be so now with 
us, at mid summer, when the seamen are away 
from home, judge what it will probably be 
in the winter season, when these are mostly 
at home.

I f  we are expected to do a work in Aren- 
dal worthy of our Methodist Episcopal¡ 
Church, then it seems as if  we should be ¡ 
aided to get a chapel. j

We do not ask largely, but shall need' 
help. i

The brethren here have purchased a fine 
corner lot in the best part of the city, upon 
which they hope, with aid, to erect a church. 
The lot cost one thousand specie dollars; 
they have paid three hundred dollars on 
account, and are paying the interest on the 
balance. These brethren do all they can, 
yea, apparently more, for they are poor.

There is only one small church in the 
place, while Arendal and the vicinity num
bers thousands upon thousands of needy 
souls.

Brother Rye sends us under the same 
date an account o f a fire, a tcrrific explo- j  

sion of gunpowder, and a consequent in
crease of the conflagration, which continued 
from half past five o’clock Sunday evening 
until eight o’clook Monday morning, laying 
nearly one half of the city in ashes.

large returns for the amount of labor be
stowed upon them. Shall we make an ap
peal ? The American Board makes an 
appeal in the fervent words following. We 
can adopt them.

The world is open; we are burdened, al
most overwhelmed, with success. The men 
in the field are utterly unable to meet the 
calls on them. Forty places in Syria call 
for Christian teachers, and there are none 
to send. Thousands of towns and cities in 
China are accessible, but unvisited.. . .  Re
trench ! Where ? On salaries that barely 
cover necessary expenses. Call men home, 
and give up the labor of years, and disap
point the awakened hopes of multitudes ! 
Not send out more missionaries, and leave 
those in the field to faint beneath their bur
dens ! The Churches will supply the means; 
will not withhold the bread of life from the 
perishing. “ So much to do at hom e!” 
But so much more to do abroad !

The friends of the “  Reformed Church ” 
say they can sympathize with the American 
Board, and add, “  Our own foreign mission
ary work must be sustained, and we have a 
large debt which must be met. The Secre
tary of our Foreign Board is making earn
est appeals for money. Unless those appeals 
are liberally responded to the debt will ac
cumulate, and our missions will suffer.”

BSP* A representative man among us, one 
who knows whereof he writes, says to one 
asking for men and means, “  J  am sorry to 
say that present indications are that we 
cannot enlarge our missionary appropria
tions. The collections are not increasing, 
and the treasury is now largely in debt.”  
Again, another missionary who is anxious 
for reinforcement is told: “ Owing to our 
embarrassed finances we cannot now enlarge 
the work. The missionary treasury is al
ready in debt, and we cannot hope the en
suing year to increase to any extent our 
appropriations.”

NEW YORK, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1868.

TO T H E  P A ST O R S .
A n  A p p e a l  !—In looking over the mis

sionary returns o f some twenty-five of the 
Annual Conferences which have reported 
since the 1st o f January, 1868, we find an 
average advance of about thirteen per cent. 
We have advised the Church that unless 
there slwuld be a much larger advance than 
this—yes, an advance o f  twenty-five ¿per cent, 
more—we should not overtake our former 
selves; that is, we should not reach the 
amount which we contributed two years 
ago. It cannot be agreeable to the mind o f 
the Church that we should be obliged to 
hire money to carry forward our missionary 
work just at a time when the fields were 
never bo ripe to the harvest, or yielding so

A M E R IC A N  B IB L E  SO C IE TY .
R e v .  Db. H o l d j c h ,  the estimable Secre

tary of the Society, sends us the following 
communication, which satisfactorily corrects 
an error in to which we were led irom simply 
looking at the statistics in the Minutes of 
the Conferences. We bespeak for it a care
ful perusal.
Dear Brethren, Mission Secretaries.

Will you allow me to call your attention 
to an item in the July number of your 
paper in which, without, I am sure, any 
Buch intention on your part, a false im- 
pression is conveyed to many .minds. It 
occurs in the article headed “  Statistics,”  in 
which are stated the receipts o f the Ameri
can Bible Society. They are given thus:

“ fieles.......................  474,946 35” (4)
Donations..........---- ... 248,160 34.”

An asterisk is affixed to the latter item, 
referring to a brief note at the foot o f the 
column, which reads : “ Of the donations of 
the American Bible Society the Methodist 
Episcopal Church gave $100,070 .21.”  The

error consists in including all the collections 
in the Methodist Church among donations. 
They are donations so far as the givers are 
concernod, but they are far from being all 
donations in the sense in which that term is 
used in our Annual Report. In fact, a 
large portion of the contributions from the 
Methodist Church, as from all other Churches, 
should be included under the head o f  sales. 
This will be very clear to the intelligent 
reader from the following explanation.

First, it should be observed that the col
lections in Churches, as a general rule, are 
made for the American Bible Society and 
its auxiliaries, a« it is through its auxiliaries 
that the Parent Society accomplishes chiefly 
its domestic work.

It is the rule for Church collections to be 
paid to the auxiliary within whose limits 
they are made. This applies to all Churches. 
These collections in the aggregate form the 
chief fund with which the auxiliary carries 
on its local work. With these they purchase 
books o f  the Parent Society. With these 
books, Bibles and Testaments, they supply 
the destitute in their several schools, supply 
mission and needy Sunday-schools, steam
boats, hotels, penal and charitable institu
tions, etc. It is in this way that Church col
lections come totheBible House, through the 
auxiliaries, in payment for books. But these 
books go into the places where the collec
tions are made, so that the population re
ceives back again the value of what it gives. 
Now from this it will appear evidently, that 
that Church derives the largest share of 
benefit that has the largest population and 
the greatest number of destitute persons or 
poor Sunday-schools, or other parties to be 
supplied. Whoever has the largest portion 
of population under its control or dependant 
on it has the greatest need of the American 
Bible Society, and derives the greatest 
amount of benefit from it.

But Auxiliary Bible Societies have ex
penses beyond the purchase o f books. Some 
employ colporteurs or distributing agents, 
ana there are expenses necessarily connected 
with their depositories. Now, after paying 
all their own expenses for the purchase of 
books and otherwise, whatever surplus re
mains come* to the Parent Society as dona
tions. From this it is evident that we at 
the Bible House have no means of knowing 
what proportion of the donations is given 
by any one Church. The collections are 
paid to the auxiliaries, and come to us 
partly in payment for books, and partly as 
donations, as explained above.

Another point is obvious from the above 
explanation, namely, that a portion o f what 
is paid to the auxiliary never comes to the 
Bible House at all, being used by the aux
iliary in paying expenses to carry on its 
work, which is really the work of the 
American Bible Society, being the plan pur
sued in carrying out its benevolent objects 
in the .supply of the destitute in our own 
country. The collections are therefore in 
reality for the American Bible Society, as 
stated in the Minutes of Conference.

I have been more anxious to make the 
subject clear, from a supposition that a mis
apprehension is pretty extensive. It has 
been said by some one that the Methodist 
Church gives sixty per cent, of all the do
nations to the American Bible Society. 
This was stated in the assumption shown 
above to be incorrect, that sill the collec
tions in the Methodist Church are to be re
garded as donations in our sense o f the 
term. The fact is, the Chu rches co-operating 
in this society are engaged in a common
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work of religious benevolence, united in sup
plying the destitute at home and abroad 
with the blessed Scriptures of truth, and 
we neither know nor care to know which 
Church gives the largest amount to this 
object. J o s e p h  H o l m c h .

A R E  M ISSIO N S A  H U M B U G ?
A foreign missionary puts this matter 

before the Church through the New York 
Observer :

If I could collect a crowd of people in 
America, those who talk of missions, some 
favorably and some unfavorably, I should 
like to talk to them ; nay, I should feel like 
scolding them, perhaps. Of course, scold
ing would not “  hurt them,” as children say, 
for I have no authority over “ people in 
America;”  it might not trouble them m any 
way, but it might open their eyes, or per
haps help them to use their common sense, 
which they seem to take leave of whenever 
they see the word “ missions.”

Some who are careless say that missions 
are a “  humbug,” to use a homely phrase ; 
and those who are a little too good to use 
that word say they are of “  no use,” “ a ; 
waste of time and life and money,”  and 
other like gently-spoken phrases.

Happily, missions will go on no matter 
what they think or say, and we do not 
know that their words can hurt the missions, 
but they do hurt the people who talk thus.

Let us consider. You read the Mission
ary Herald, or any report o f missions, and 
you see “  Church members 24,”  or “  Church 
members 36,” etc., etc., and you comment 
in this wise: “ Now, that man has been in 
that place thirty years and his Church has 
only thirty members. O, he might have 
doue so much more at home! ” And you 
say“ 0 ! ”  and “ A h !” and hardly know 
what you mean except that you feel less 
encouraged about missions.

One Soul.—Then some missionaries who 
are good, but lack what we call pluck, an
swer these speeches by dwelling on the 
value of one soul, and how a life is well 
spent that brings salvation even to that one. 
This is all true in one sense, but I maintain 
that a man has no need to have but one 
soul;  so that is not the way in which I 
respond to your criticisms on the small 
number of Church members.

Look at New York /  See the number of 
members in the Churches there! Do you 
suppose in that great city they alone are to 
enter the kingdom of heaven ? If I could 
tell you of the many whom I  have seen 
members of no visible Church, yet with 
hearts full of love to Christ, you would be 
astonished. It is not for us to judge; God 
knows the hearts; and in New York, as 
elsewhere, there are many who surely are 
his own children, and yet are not counted 
“ members ”  of any Church or congregation 
there.

I f  it be so in America how much more in 
our part of the world, where among hun
dreds and thousands of people there is only 
one Pastor. I count the Church member
ship as a very small part of the success of a 
missionary.

A  Week among the Heathen.—-If you 
spend a week among the heathen and a 
week at one of the stations, you would see 
how much there is besides Church member
ship to be counted. As I go about, day by

day, teaching, talking, and trying to in
fluence the people, I learn to be thankful 
for every sign, even if it be “ a eloud no 
larger than a man’s hand.”

A  Sign.—Go by a house in the afternoon; 
there sits a boy with a book; now that boy 
has been a special enemy to books and 
every thing connected with them. There is 
your first sign of success; you may have 
hope of that boy ; he is almost sure to 
do well.

Another Sign.—Here is a girl; she has 
been as wild as a hawk, and in behavior the 
hawk had the advantage. Somehow a 
change has come over her face this past 
week; she speaks more gently too. Here 
again are the first signs of success.

Family Religion.—Go by the houses in 
the village at sunset, and in some you hear 
the voice of prayer, in others the evening 
hymn. In each house is a family, with the 
servants, and perhaps some relatives, there 
for a short time. Perhaps only two or three 
of those in the^circle at family worship are 
Church members. Is it nothing, then, that 
the family altar is there ? The children are 
growing up, the servants are hearing, and, 
after time of service is over, they will return 
to their far-off relatives and tell of these 
things. Is all this nothing ?

The Lambs.—I was coming home the 
other afternoon tired and feeling a little 
“ blue,” as you might call it, when out of a 
door came a little boy and a girl about 
three years old. They had been playing, 
and the mother had just given them a piece 
of meat, and some boiled corn in a cup. 
They ran out hand in hand, one carrying 
the meat and the other the corn, and when 
they came to a fiat place in the grass they 
sat down; then each folded his hands sol
emnly, and the little boy said, in his broken, 
childish talk, “ N ow, Tatu, you ask a bless
ing of God;” and when that was done they 
went on eating their dinner.

Are all these Things nothing ?—Yes, small 
as they seem, they show that God’s light is 
spreading; and l  hear from all over the 
country of those who die with this testi
mony, “ God is the Lord;”  and yet their 
names are recorded on no Church roll, are 
printed in no missionary publication. Truly 
do I believe that from heathen lands hun
dreds will be found written as God’s chil
dren who on earth were not known; and in 
this hope we “  sow beside all waters.”

O ye who dare to call missions “ hum
bug,’ or you who, being Christians your
selves, gently talk of “ wasted time and 
money,”  wait until the last great day before 
you judge us or our work. Then, as if a 
seal were broken, and the voice of an angel 
had been heard, saying, “  Come and see,” 
look, and if you dare to say so, pronounce 
our lives wasted, our work in vain.

A  Q U E STIO N  W E L L  PUT.
W h a t  s a y  t h e  W i t n e s s e s ? —This was 

asked, says the Herald, by General Sir Ar
thur Cotton in his address before the Gen
eral Baptist Missionary Society:

As to the missionaries employed in various 
districts, I have met with a very great num
ber, and have known many of them very 
intimately, and have resided where they 
labored, and this I can most fully testify, 
that almost without exception they were 
faithful, devoted, earnest men, men of God, 
who really knew the truth themselves, and

knew how to communicate it to others; 
some of them men of first-class abilities and 
administrative power. I don’t know a case 
of a mission station where converted hea
thens are not to be found, persons affording 
satisfactory evidence that they are true dis
ciples of the Lord; yet, in estimating what 
has been done, we must not look so much 
to cases of individual conversion as to the 
general effect that has been produced.

An article T̂ as published some time since 
in the Foreign Missionary with reference 
to this matter— unfavorable statements 
through ignorance—which states:

Many are sadly, and not a few willfully 
ignorant of the great missionary movements 
o f the age. Thus the cases of Taylor, Bur
ton, Read, Melville, and many others who 
could be named, as to the fruits of mission
ary effort, are but little worth. One of 
them stated in his letters respecting a hea
then city where thousands of youth were 
daily under Christian instruction; where 
native ministers were regularly preaching 
the Gospel, and several Churches had been 
organized ; he believed there were some 
missionaries in that place, but he could not 
hear that they had made a single convert. 
There are others sojourning for years at 
mission stations for trade and gain, who 
have the best opportunities of knowing 
what has been achieved ; yet having no 
sympathy in such endeavors, and keeping 
wholly aloof from them, have and give 
wrong opinions to others of missions and 
missionaries. In the letters of one of this 
class a charge of extravagance and display 
was brought some years ago against certain 
missionaries because in their houses they 
had mahogany doors, when the patrons o f 
the Society wrere content with pine. The 
charge was true, but upon investigation it 
was found that as mahogany was so common 
in that country, and pine would have to be 
imported at great expense, the latter would 
have been extravagant in their case.

There are again Christian ministers and 
laymen pushing their way to the East for 
health, relaxation, or other causes, but whose 
statements are not always reliable as to 
what missionary work has been accom
plished. At a late anniversary of the Turk
ish Missions Aid Society Dr. Bliss mentioned 
a case in point, which is not confined solely 
to Syria: “  He knew an American clergy
man who in visiting Syria met a friend of 
his, the Rev. Mr. Washburn, one of the 
American missionaries. This clergyman re
marked to Mr. Washburn that he did not 
think it was worth while for missionaries to 
be employed in Syria, as they did not seem 
to accomplish any thing. Mr. Washburn 
said to him: ‘ Did you hear Dr. Thomson 
preach this morning?’ ‘ No,’ was the re
ply, ‘ I djd not know that there was any 
service.’ ‘ O yes, there was,’ said Mr. 
Washburn, ‘ he preached in English this 
morning.’ ‘ Indeed ! ’ said the clergyman,
‘ 1 should like to have heard him.’ The 
conversation was continued as follows: 
‘ Did you hear Dr. Van Dyke preach iu 
Arabic this afternoon?’ ‘ No;  you don’t 
mean to say that he preached in Arabic ? ’ 
‘ Yes;  and he has a congregation of two 
hundred persons every Sunday morning. 
Did you visit any of the schools at Beirut V ’
‘ Schools I Do you mean to say that you 
have got schools here ? I am glad to hear 
that you are going on so well.’ ‘ Did you 
see the printing-press ? ’ ‘ Printing-press!
Have you got one ? ’ ‘ 0  yes, we have a
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printing establishment in which as many as 
twenty persons are employed.’ Thus but 
for this conversation that clergyman, who 
was really a good man, might when he got 
back to America have told people there 
that the missionaries had never done any 
thing.”

It would be easy to multiply instances 
like these. “ False witness ”  is very often 
borne against missions and missionaries; 
sometimes through malice, and sometimes 
through inexcusable ignorance.

E D U C A T I O N .
B o t h  M e .  W e s l e y  a n d  M b . F l e t c h e r  

esteemed the office of the teacher as only 
second to the office of the preacher. The 
effort of our Church has been, and still is, 
to see that the children of the Methodists 
suiter no loss in consequence of their par
entage, and now we have the record that 
the Genesee College and Wesleyan Seminary 
at Lima, Livingston County, N. Y., educate 
gratuitously all who enter those institutions. 
Are there any other Methodist institutions 
so administered? Our whole Church must 
feel grateful in having witnessed the willing
heartedness of the wealthy among us, in 
providing so liberally for our theological 
seminaries.

We take great pleasure in calling the at
tention of our readers to the education and 
expenses of the secular schools of some of 
our leading cities:

The annual report of the controllers of the 
public schools of Philadelphia comes to 
hand in a volume of nearly two hundred 
and fifty pages. In the three hundred and 
eighty-two public schools of that city there 
were eighty thousand four hundred and ten 
pupils at the close of 1867, under the care 
of thirteen hundred and sixty-seven teach
ers. It is not saying a word beyond what 
is warranted by the facts to assert, that 
those eighty thousand children are getting 
as thorough and effective instruction as that 
afforded by the public schools o f any other 
city in this or any other country; and at the 
same time it is the least costly public school 
establishment to be found in the United 
States.

Turning to some of the valuable tables in 
this report, it will be found that the total 
annual cost o f public school education in 
Philadelphia is $15 60 per pupil, or about 
four ana a quarter cents per day for each 
pupil. This includes not only salaries of 
teachers and books, but all expenses of 
every kind, for fuel, lights, repairs, house
keepers’ rents, furniture, and every thing 
<;lse; and it embraces all the schools from 
the primaries to the High School. For the 
same items it costs Boston $29 75 per pupil 

er annum ; New York $30 82; Cincinnati 
24 12; Baltimore $33 88; Pittsburgh $25 

66, and Chicago $28 03. The city that ap
proaches nearest to Philadelphia in results 
is Brooklyn, where the annual cost per 
pupil is $17 89. These are all computed on 
the average daily attendance in the schools, 
which is the true basis for all tables o f ex
pense. The city of New York appropriates 
ibr an average attendance of 90,000 pupils, 
$2,946,945 a year, while the Philadelphia 
school administration expends for an aver.

age attendance of 70,000 but $1,111,000 a 
year. Were our system as expensive as 
that o f New York it would cost $2,280,000 
a year.

The estimates for the Baltimore schools 
for 1868 call for $518,000 for an average at
tendance of 19,882 pupils; were our esti
mates on the same scale they would call for 
$1,818,000 instead of $1,111,000. Compar
ing other points the same results will appear 
as to the greater amount o f effective service 
done by our schools. In Philadelphia the 
average cost per pupil for teaching, exclu
sive of other expenses, is but $9 40 per 
annum, while in Boston it is $18 76 ; in 
New York, $18 88; in Cincinnati, $10 74; 
in Pittsburgh, $16 43 ; and in Chicago, $14 
76. Taking the number of pupils taught 
by each teacher, we find that in New York 
it is but 37 ; in Pittsburgh, 38 ; in Brooklyn, 
between 41 and 42; in Boston, over 42 ; in 
Cincinnati, nearly 44; in Chicago, over 48 ; 
while in Philadelphia every one of our teach
ers has an average of 52 pupils to take 
care of. *

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
T h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  B o a r d  say in their 

“ Manual of Missions ”  recently issued :
The Indians of our day may be divided 

into two classes: those who are partially 
civilized, and live in a somewhat settled 
state, and those who are yet savages.

After treating of the first class, they re
mark in relation to those who are addicted 
to the ways of savage life :

Numerous tribes are still found ranging 
over the vast tracts of country lying east of 
the Rocky Mountains. These tribes differ 
greatly irom each other; some, like the 
Camanches, being numerous and fierce, liv
ing by war and violence as well as by the 
chase; others, like the poor Rootrdiggers, 
being objects not o f terror but of pity. 
Among these wandering and savage tribes 
no missionary station is to be found. And 
it deserves serious consideration whether 
any thing can be done for them. It must 
surely be expected that some way of carry
ing to them the story of the cross will be 
presented.

The “  Indian Peace Commission ”  of 
1867 recommended as a second Indian Ter
ritory the country bounded north by the 
46th parallel, east by the Missouri Kiver, 
south by Nebraska, and west by the 104 
meridian; in this territory they propose 
that the northern tribes should be concen
trated. The stream of emigration to Ore
gon and California are now flowing through 
these Indian hunting grounds, and our 
countrymen are in almost feverish expecta
tion of railways soon being completed 
across the continent. May these signs of 
the times betoken the blessings of the Gos
pel, carried by the Churches of this land to 
these long-neglected tribes!

F O R E IG N  P O P U L A T IO N S.
S c a n d i n a v i a n  D o m e s t ic .-—It is gratify

ing to us, and will be to the whole Church, 
to know that this branch o f our home work 
is still increasing. A new mission has been 
opened in Chicago for the special benefit of 
the Norwegians. There has long been a 
Church there for the Swedes, where the

Norwegians have also been partially bene
fited ; but, having a different literature from 
the former, they will be more satisfactorily 
and perfectly served than heretofore.

They are coming.—The arrivals from 
Scandinavia since January 1, 1868, may be 
seen by the following table, and we may 
say that it excels all former periods of
equal length :

Danes.................................................................  I l l
Swedes......................................  9,963
Norwfc<rians.................    910
F in s  .............................................    85

Total, August 1 ...................................... 11,6G9

G e r m a n  W o r k  i n  T e x a s .— We have 
before us a report from Presiding Elder 
Gustavus Elley, of the German District. 
He says their work increases, and they feel 
the need of more laborers. Since the above 
came to hand we have advice of the erec
tion of a church in Industry of the value of 
$1,500, and of another on the same district 
of the value of $1,000 in gold.

i T a i r i f s ’ $)  t j a r t  n u i t  t.

By M r s .  G r a c e y ,  of India, continued 
from the August number o f this paper:

One morning, after an early breakfast, 
we went out to see the great object of at
traction to visitors, the Kooth Mosque and 
Minar. Our road lay through ten miles of 
a dense mass of ruins and tombs, the re
mains of the old cities of Delhi, which have 
been so frequently removed, and the tombs 
of Mohammedans, who have fallen while de
fending their religion. It is said these ruins 
extend over a space of forty-five square 
miles. Bishop Heber, in his Indian Jour
nal, says: “  This is one of the most striking 
and extensive scenes of ruins which I ever 
saw in any country.”  The country was 
rocky and barren; more so than any part of 
India I had ever seen; scarcely a sign of 
cultivation in the whole distance. I thought 
as I came in sight of the town, and the great 
arches of the mosque, with their immense 
granite pillars, all now going to decay, that 
I had never seen a more impressive sight.

This mosque was begun by one o f the 
kings of Delhi, Kutb Uddin, in 1193, and 
completed by Altamish about 1220. Even 
in its ruins this mosque is said to be one of 
the most magnificent works in the world. 
We wandered for two or three hours through 
the place, but could have spent a day or 
two, and then not have seen all there was 
o f interest.

The mosque is approached through a clois
tered court one hundred and forty-five feet 
in length. Its gigantic arches and massive 
pillars seem almost to bid defiance to time.
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Upon one of the pillars we found and copied 
the following inscription:

“  The pillars and roof of this colonnade 
are the remains of twenty-seven Hindoo 
temples originally constructed in the ninth 
aDd tenth century after Christ, which were 
pulled down and re-arranged in their present 
form by Kutb Uddin, A. D. 1193, who at 
the same time built the large central arches 
on the west side. The three large arches 
on either flank were built by Shamshere 
Altarnish, when he enlarged the original 
mosque.”

The Miuar was supposed to have been 
built as a Mazinah, or a place from which 
the Muezzins should call to prayer. It is 
two hundred and thirty-eight feet high and 
has three hundred and seventy steps. It is 
divided into iive stories, and around the 
top of each runs a bold projecting balcony, 
which is richly and elaborately decorated. 
The three lower stories are ornamented with 
belts o f Arabic writing. Four o f these 
stories are built of red sandstone, the upper 
one of white marble. In 1803 the cupola 
of the Minar was thrown down and the 
whole pillar seriously injured by an earth
quake. It was afterward repaired by the 
government.

The history of the Minar is written upon 
its inscriptions. In the basement story 
there are six bands or belts of inscriptions: 
the uppermost contains verses from the 
Koran, the next below it gives the well- 
known ninety Arabic names for the Al
mighty ; the third the names and praises of 
certain kings, and the next some verses from 
the Koran, while the others have not been 
deciphered. Mr. Gracey went to the top of 
it, and had a fine view of the surrounding 
country. He found at the top a native, and 
asked him “ why the king ever built such a 
thing as that,”  when he replied in true 
Oriental style, “ That he might see the 
world.”

I was not able to go to the top, but 
busied myself in making a collection of wild 
flowers.

The next curiosity was the celebrated 
“ Pillar of Iron,”  which is in the court of the 
mosque. This is one of the most singular 
monuments in India. It was erected A. D. 
317. Its weight is supposed to be seventeen 
tons. It is a shaft of solid mixed metal, 
upward of sixteen inches in diameter, and 
about fifty feet in length. The height above 
ground is twenty-two feet. The depth be
low ground is much greater than its heighth 
above, as a recent excavation was carried 
down to twenty-six feet without reaching the 
foundation on which it rests.

We copied the following inscription:
“  Iron Pillar, erected by Anang Pal.”  It has

several Sanskrit inscriptions cut in it. Its 
tradition is as follows:

“ The Iron Pillar was erected by Anang 
Pal, the founder of the Tomara dynasty, 
who was assured by a learned Brahmin, that 
as the foot of the pillar had been driven so 
deep in the ground that it rested on the 
head of the Vasuki, king of the serpents, 
who supports the earth, it was now im
movable, and that dominion would remain 
in his family as long as the pillar stood. 
But the king doubting the truth of the 
Brahmin’s statement ordered the pillar to 
be dug up, when the foot of it was found 
wet with the blood of the serpent king, 
whose head it had pierced. Regretting his 
unbelief the Pillar was again lowered, but 
owing to the king’s incredulity every plan 
now failed in fixing it firmly, and in spite 
of all his efforts it still remained loose in the 
ground.”

We were now compelled to return, though 
we had not seen the half that we desired. 
But we yielded to the importunity of the 
crowd following us, and went to see some 
natives “ leap into a well.”  It proved that 
among the ruins was one of an immense na
tive house surrounding a huge tank or reser
voir, the water of which was approached by 
a flight of steps at one end. The walls of 
the house rising from the other sides, and 
the verandahs of the different stories of the 
house projecting out over the water of the 
reservoir were eighty feet above the water, 
and from this distance men and little boys 
leaped into the water below. It seemed 
something fearful when we first saw these 
men take this leap, literally sailing through 
the air, but they seemed to suffer no incon
venience from it, and several of them re
peated it a number of times.

The water at the time of our visit was 
said to be about fifty feet in depth. These 
men after taking these leaps would run up 
these steps, wiping the water from their 
head and face, and asking for the inevitable 
Eastern “ JBakhsheech”

On our return to the bungalow in Delhi 
we were besieged by all sorts of merchants, 
sellers of shawls, cloth, jewelry, precious 
stones, etc.

We bade farewell to Delhi with regret, 
and started by rail for Agra, a distance of 
over one hundred miles, where we arrived 
about twelve o’clock Saturday night.

{To be continued?)

Department.
How S i x p e n c e  G k e w .— Maude, o f the 

“ Sower,”  tells the following story:
“ You must have an overflowing charity

purse, Mrs. Allen, you always give with 
such a liberal hand ; wont you tell us the 
secret ? ”

“  My Richard planted his sixpence,” was 
the quiet rejoinder.

“  Richard, your son Richard, planted 
sixpence ? How singular !” exclaimed Mrs. 
Knapp and an intimate neighbor simulta
neously, both looking incredulous, “ We 
should never have imagined such a thing. 
Now for the story, Mrs. Allen.”

“  Well, one pleasant spring evening soon 
after the death of my husband Richard en
tered the cottage, threw his arms round my 
neck, and kissing me, said, c The gardener 
will employ me, I’m not too young. Look, 
mother, I’ve brought you my first earnings,’ 
and he placed in my hands two sixpenny 
pieces. ‘ My noble, unselfish boy, I cannot 
take it all; you must keep one piece to 
spend as you like,’ said I, smiling through 
my tears.

“  The next evening Richard’s return was 
unusually quiet. ‘ I’m so happy,’ he said 
in a low voice. ‘ The sixpence is planted 
to do good. My first thought?. mother, was 
to put it in the missionary box, and then 
poor little Nellie came into my mind, and 
then the text I learned last Sabbath seemed 
to stand before my eyes, He that soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he 
that soioeth bountifully shall reap also boun
tifully. And after thinking and thinking a 
long time I asked God to accept my six
pence and make it grow to do good?

“  ‘And, you know, my son, the Lord loveth 
a cheerful giver,’ said I, interrupting him. 
‘Yes, mother dear, I want to tell you how 
strange it was. The gardener asked me 
what I did with the shilling, and when I 
told him he said, “ Give me the sixpence, my 
lad, and tell me the wish of your heart.”  ’

“ ‘ I hope you did, my son.’
“  ‘ I told him all about it, mother, and he 

listened very attentively. After a little 
while he said very kindly, “ I’m glad you 
asked God to direct you; that was the 
right way to begin.”  Then he gave me 
some radish seed, and after directing and 
watching me plant the seed he pointed to 
the bed and surprised me much by saying,
“ There, Richard Alien, you’ve planted your 
sixpence. May God keep you steadfast and 
help you sow widely!”  ’

“  Late in the summer Richard brought©
home an amount of money much larger 
than his weekly payment. His arms clasped 
round my neck as he whispered, ‘ God has 
put it into the gardener’s heart to carry my 
radishes to the market and dispose of them 
profitably.’

“  And thus his Christian friend, the gar
dener, often helped him, until Richard wa!s
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enabled slowly but steadily to do good 
unto all men. Little by little be purchased, 
first one patch of ground and then another, 
which have long since grown into the broad 
acres ; and he always remembers to increase 
his benevolent offerings in proportion as 
God has prospered him. Give and it shall 
be given unto you • good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again”

1$ i s r d  I a iu  o iu .

R u m , a n d  w h a t  i t  c o s t s  N e w  Y o r k  

C i t y .—Rev. Mr. Yan Meter, in a recent 
address, said:

“ I have with great care prepared the fol
lowing statement. It is established upon 
the most trustworthy official reports, much 
of which will be found in Dyer’s Report 
recently published, the most astounding 
document I ever read. I believe them, and, 
therefore, present them. Examine them, 
and if you are not satisfied call on me at 
Howard Mission and Home for Little Wan
derers, No. 40 New Bowery, and I will 
furnish you with the proof. There are in 
this city 5,203 licensed places selling intox
icating liquor. Superintendent Kennedy 
placed policemen at 223 of them for twenty- 
four consecutive hours, and this is the re
sult : Each rum-hole receives a daily average 
o f134 vi sits, making an aggregate o f697,202 
per day, 4,183,212 per week, or 218,224,226 
visits in one year! Each visit averages at 
least 15 minutes. This gives ns 5,455,605 
days of 10 hours each, or 1,848 years. At 
present wages each one, if sober and indus
trious, would earn $1 per day, or 5,455,605 
in one year. But this is not all the lost 
time. The time of at least three persons is 
occupied by each grog-shop to do its work. 
This gives us 15,609 persons, enough to 
make a large city. At $1 per day for each 
we have (not including Sunday) $4,870,008, 
or an aggregate o f $10,325,603 of wasted 
time by seller and drinker; a sum sufficient 
to carry on all the Sunday-School, Mission
ary, Tract, and Bible Societies in the land. 
But this is a mere fraction of the cost of 
rum. From the same Bource we have the 
following: each rum-hole receives a daily 
average of $141 53, making an aggregate 
of $736,280 59 per week, or $38,286,590 68 
per annum, to which add the value of lost 
time, and we have $48,612,193 68. But the 
real cost cannot be estimated. Look at the 
thousands of shivering, hungry, helpless, 
hopeless little victims. What sum would 
compensate for loss of character, domestic 
happiness, ruined husbands, wives, sons, and 
daughters ? for the absence of every ray of 
light and hope in this and in the world to 
come ? Still were this confined to our

Sodom it would be comparatively a small 
matter. But the nation is deluged with 
rum.”

Statistics.

P r e s b y t e r i a n .— Old School.—Their min
utes are just out for May, 186S. The number 
of members added on examination is 18,486, 
and by certificate 12,227. The number of 
ministers received from other denominations 
is forty-three, and dismissed forty-six. Elev
en churches received from other denomina
tions and four dismissed. The total number 
of communicants reported is 252,555, and of 
persons in Sabbath schools nearly the same 
number, namely, 221,340. The whole sum 
contributed for congregational, benevolent, 
and miscellaneous purposes amounts to 
$4,289,595. ^

The New School.—The minutes of the 
New School General Assembly for 1868, just 
published, reports 23 Synods, 111 Pres
byteries, 1,800 ministers, 121 licentiates, 
290 candidates, 1,590 churches; added on 
profession, 10,891; on certificate, 8,737 ; 
communicants, 168,932; Sunday-school mem
bership, 184,687; an increase of over 27,000 
in the year. The total of contributions 
$3,100,844.

A  G o o d  D e e d .—The Trinity Church 
Corporation of New York has increased the 
annual allowance to St. Ann’s Church for 
Deaf Mutes from $600 to $1,000.

A n o t h e r .—A  rich master cutler of Shef
field, England, has devoted $150,000 to 
building homes for the poor.

G o v e r n m e n t  E x p e n s e s  a n d  S a v i n g s .  

—The Church has no power to exact money 
from her members. But that there is 
money in the land is evident from the fol
lowing figures:

In response to a request from the House 
Committee of Ways and Means, Commis
sioner Wells, of the Internal Revenue De
partment, has made a statement of the 
income and expenses o f the United States, 
which contains some interesting statistics. 
For the year ending June 30, 1868, our rev
enue was: Customs, (gold,) $163,500,000; 
internal taxes, $193,000,000; miscellaneous, 
$49,800,000; making a total of $406,300,000. 
During the same period we spent upon the 
civil administration of the Government 
$53,000,000; in the Interior Depart
ment, (including $23,000,000 for pensions,) 
$28,000,000; in the Navy Department, 
$26,000,000 ; in the War Department, for le
gitimate and ordinary expenses, $57,000,000; 
for bounties, $38,000,000; and for other ex

traordinary purposes, $28,000,000. The 
interest on the public debt has been 
$142,000,000. So that altogether our outgo 
has been $371,000,000, against an income of 
$406,000,000, which leaves a surplus in our 
favor of $35,000,000.

BEQUESTS AND DEVISES TO THE  
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P e r s o n s  disposed to make bequests to the Society 
by will are requested to observe the following form:

I give and bequeath to “ T h e  M is s io n a r y  So c ie t y  
o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated 
by the Legislature of the State o f New  York, the
sum of ; and the receipt
of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge 
to my executors for the same.

FORM OF A  DEVISE OF LAND TO SAID 
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “  T h e  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  or 
t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  C h u r c h , ”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State of New York, the follow
ing lands and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the
appurtenances, to the said Society, its successors and
assigns forever.

HOP”  Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
of any w il l  which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as prac
ticable a transcript of such w il l , or whatever informa
tion they may obtain touching the same. W e have 
reason to believe bequests are left to the Missionaiy 
Society of which we have never been advised.

Subscriptions and donations for tlie Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New Y ork; the Assistant Treas
urer, at Cincinnati; or paid to the presiding elder of 
the district, or the preacher in the circuit or station to 
which the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday of each month by the

M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o f  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  
C h u r c h ,

At 200 Mulberry-slreet, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision of the

C o r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A s s is t a n t  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c 
r e t a r ie s  o f  t h e  So c ie t y .

T e r m s .— One copy will be given monthly to each family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion of the respective missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case must be in writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of the 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several Con
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Hitchcock & Walden at either Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east of the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including these 
two Conferences, and the Conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the Secretaries at 200 Mulberry-street, New  
York. Let each application state particularly to whose 
address, and by what .mode of conveyance, the papers 
are to be sent.

P o s t a g e .— The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number of copies not exceeding;^ , when sent in a 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must in all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post- 
offioe of the subscriber.


