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THE HORORRS OF PAGANISM.
W e have no.t devoted much space in the 

Missionary Advocate of late in setting forth 
the terrible depravity and horrors of Pagan
ism. We have proceeded upon the assump
tion that this matter is quite well understood 
in the Christian world. Wider observation 
and increasing information show that the 
picture which St. Paul drew, in the first 
chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, is as 
true in our day as it was in the times of the 
apostle. . It will be profitable to the Church 
to look again, and carefully, upon this apos
tolic sketch of heathenism. But we must 
omit two verses as being too horrible to 
print for special notice. The apostle says:

Because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thank
ful ; but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened. Pro
fessing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools, and changed the glory of the uncor
ruptible God into an image mado like to cor
ruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God 
also gave them up to uncleanness, through 
the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour 
their own bodies between themselves: who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen. Romans i, 21-25.

And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient; being filled with 
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisper
ers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, dis
obedient to parents, without understanding, 
covenant-breakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful: who, knowing the 
judgment of God, that they which commit 
such things are worthy of death, not only 
do the same, but have pleasure in them that 
do them. Romans i, 28-32.

It was among people thus degraded that 
the Gospel made its triumphs, and manifest
ed its divine power. Paul says:

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not 
deceived : neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God. And such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi, 9-11.
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The apostle further points out the won
derful effects of this Gospel upon the hearts 
and lives of those who hear and receive it in 
the fourth chapter of his Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians, verse eight:

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are »honest, what
soever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what
soever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.

Here a new inner and outer life is created, 
and takes the place of that terrible state of 
society described by the apostle in the first 
chapter to the Romans. When this Gospel, 
which is the Christian mission, shall prevail 
in a community or country, .it becomes the 
religious life of the people; and idolatry, with 
its horrible practices, ceases, and the people 
become Christian in their religious aspira
tions and hopes. Then we call this, people 
or nation Christian, as Europe and America 
are now Christian.

But wherever this Gospel, which is the 
Christian mission, does not prevail, the 
people are heathen still, and manifest that 
horrible state of society described above. 
When the Christian mission is effectively 
executed in these heathen lands, the system 
of Paganism is gradually undermined, and 
Christianity gradually molds the public mind 
and will, and thus the way is prepared for 
the extinction of Paganism.

Our attention was called to this subject 
by an arttele which appeared in the Cornhill 
Magazine, reprinted in the N'eto York Times 
of October 20th, on the opinion which pre
vails in India among the common heathen 
natives in regard to the origin of cholera. 
They think it is produced by witches, and 
their treatment of suspected persons is hor
rible in the extreme. We print below the 
article from the magazine, that the Church 
may see the power and beauty of the Chris
tian mission, as exhibited by contrast with 
heathenism.

W it c h c r a f t  a n d  C h o l e r a  i n  I n d ia .—  
I t  has been supposed that the great assem
blies of people from every part of India at 
Juggernaut,'and other such sacred spots, in
duces these outbreaks of cholera, and that 
the pilgrims on their return journey carry 
the seeds of the disease with them. There 
is no doubt truth in this ; but cholera, as be
fore remarked, seems to obey no laws, and

sets at naught all the precautions which hu
man skill can devise. It may consequently 
be imagined how intense a dread the people 
have of an outbreak of cholera; and seeing 
how unsparing a scourge it is, it may not be 
unnatural that they should believe witchcraft 
to be at the bottom of it. Their theory of 
witchcraft is simple and horrible. They imag
ine that there exists a certain “  devi,”  a demon 
of most blood-thirsty propensities, who pos
sesses an insatiable craving for human flesh. 
In order to appease this appetite, he selects 
from any village he thinks will suit him one 
or more women—-.old or young, he is not 
particular—and enlists them in his service; 
he endows them with supernatural powers, 
with that of the evil eye, and enables them 
at will to produce cholera. In consideration 
of the powers bestowed on them, the witches 
are under an engagement to kill off as many 
people by cholera for the demon’s especial 
eating as he shall think sufficient. The witch 
herself is supposed to partake, and may 
sometimes be discovered drinking the life
blood of her own relatives. Sometimes men 
are also said to be enlisted in this diabolical 
cause; but the demon on the whole seems 
to prefer the women, as being more easy to 
deal with. The consequences of branding 
any one as a witch are, of course, more 
onerous ; and while such a state of things 
lasts it may easily be conceived how readily 
any malicious person may revenge himself 
on his neighbors. No sooner does the first 
case of cholera appear in the village than the 
men hold a council, at which the head of the 
village presides, to determine on what is 
best to be done. It is, perhaps, decided that 
the village divinity must be propitiated. So 
a procession sets out, with as much noise of 
tom-toms, conchs, and other barbarous music 
as can be made, to the place where the god 
has his abode—usually immediately beyond 
the precincts of the village, under some large 
banyan or peepul tree. After much music 
has been perpetrated, garlands of yellow 
flowers are hung round the neck of the deity, 
libations of water are poured over him, and 
he is plentifully anointed with red ochre. 
More flowers are scattered over him and 
around him ; offerings of fruit piled on large 
plantain-leaves are deposited near him, to
gether with several earthe'n jars of water; 
aud if necessity demands and the means of 
the community admit of it, some large sac
rifice, as a sheep or goat, is made. The 
procession then marches through the village 
-with horrid noise of tom-tom, and what is 
commonly called the cholera horn, and the 
people disperse to await the result of their 
propitiatory offerings. When some time has 
elapsed, and the cholera, instead of decreas
ing, as it obviously should have done had the 
god been well disposed toward his people, 
appears to increase in violence and to grow 
daily more formidable in its attacks, the in
habitants get panic-stricken, and giving up 
appeals to the clemency of their god as hope
less, agree among themselves that witchcraft 
must be at work.

At length, either from a spirit of malice,



66 M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E .
a desire for revenge, or simply for the sake 
of obtaining a victim, it is whispered about 
the village that the wife and daughter per
haps of some villager are the culprits, that 
they are in daily intercourse with the demon, 
and for his benefit are spreading abroad the 
dreaded cholera; it may even be asserted of 
them that they have been seen to drink the 
blood of their victims. It may chance that 
the innocent objects of all this popular in
dignation are sitting quietly in their hut 
about the time—as the expressive native 
idiom has it—“  of lamp-lighting.”  They 
have been, perhaps, hard at work all day, 
and are preparing the scanty evening meal 
of rice and dhal, or cakes of coarse flour, for 
the husband and father not yet returned 
from his labor in the fields. Suddenly, a 
gang of men, savage and desperate-looking, 
enter the hovel, and drag away the two 
women, heedless of their cries and vehement 
declarations of innocence. They have no 
need, poor creatures, to ask what the reason 
of this sudden visit may b e ; they know full 
welL that it is a question of witchcraft, and 
perhaps one of violent death to them.

The modes of torture usually adopted for 
witches vary somewhat according to the 
particular province and district iu which 
they are employed. In former days, under 
the beneficent rule of the rajahs, when no 
one, from the rajah to the ryot, had any fear 
of gods or men before his eyes, and when 
atrocities of all kinds were the rule rather 
than the exception, it was the custom to tie 
up witches in skins, and throw them alive 
into the water. Sometimes, by way of a 
little gentle torture, they were crammed into 
a small chamber full of cobras, where they 
first half died of fright, and then quite died 
of snake-bites. Nowadays, however, the 
first thing to be done in all such cases is a 
flogging with castor-oil rods. The women 
are in the first instance reasoned with and 
told that denial is useless; of course they are 
witches, have dealings with the demon, and 
have, in short, together with him, drunk the 
blood and eaten the flesh of numbers of the 
departed villagers. The women naturally 
deny the charge vehemently. They are 
forthwith disrobed and hung, very often 
head downward, on a horizontal bamboo, 
placed some ten or twelve feet from the 
ground, on two perpendicular ones planted 
firmly in the earth. They are then swung 
slowly backward and forward, while the 
neighbors, armed with their castor-oil rods, 
stand in rows on either side, and give each a 
blow as she swings past; and the castor-oil 
rod is, in willing hands, capable of inflicting 
very severe punishment.

When the victims are half dead from the 
beating and from suffocation, they are taken 
down and dragged off to some neighboring 
hovel while further tortures are being pre
pared. A t this stage of the proceedings, 
perhaps, some more experienced or long
headed member o f the company hints that 
the sirkar (that is, government) may object 
to their arrangements; for the sirkar, it is 
well known, does (though it is very unac
countable) object to people being punished 
and put to death, unless for proven offenses 
and by competent authority. He, however, 
is silenced by the remark that if the sirkar 
catches them, why then they must be caught; 
in the mean time, is their blood to be drunk 
and their village destroyed by witches ? 
Some one else then suggests that burning 
with hot irons is a good way o f making 
witches confess. So tires are lighted and 
pieces of old iron put in to be heated, and 
when all is ready the unfortunate victims are

again brought out, and are oftentimes very 
cruelly and brutally burned on their necks and 
heads with the red-hot irons. Another mode 
of torture is to cover the face and neck with 
cotton-wool and then set fire to it, or to heat 
a brass candlestick to a white heat and com
pel the accused to carry it about until the 
hand is nearly burned off. Another plan is to 
hang the witch from the bamboo above men
tioned by the arms, to attach heavy weights 
to the feet, and to dash them about until the 
joints are ready to give way. The wretched 
creatures are kept all this time without food, 
water or sleep, and are beaten during the 
intervals of other punishments with the all- 
powerful castor-oil rod. In their agony the 
victims very often declare that they really 
have a compact with a demon, and disclose 
horrible particulars as to the banquets they 
share with him. At last it happens that one 
or perhaps bqth of the women die under the 
cruel treatment they have received, and then 
the assembly is struck with a guilty fear. 
The bodies must be buried or got rid of in 
some way 01* other, and that is a very diffi
cult thing to accomplish. No one who has 
any respect for his caste or himself will 
stretch out a hand to bury a witch—it would 
be endless pollution to think of it. The 
affair must be kept quiet, however; there 
mustlbe no delay, for if it does come to the 
ears of the sirkar it will go hard with the 
murderers. So a couple of men of the lowest 
caste to be found in the village are induced 
by threats and bribes to drag away the 
bodies and throw them into some neighbor
ing ditch, 01* into a nullah or a tank even, of 
which the water is little used, and so the 
tragedy ends—for a time at least. The mur
derers, are then all sworn to secrecy, and go 
to their homes, hoping that cholera at any 
rate after this night’s work will disappear. 
When matters are not carried quite so far 
as this, they content themselves with beating 
the supposed witches and turning them and 
their families out into the jungles, forbidding 
them ever again to approach the village; to 
prevent their doing so, they pull down their 
huts. Tlxe outcasts wander into the jungles, 
and die very soon of starvation or cholera.

A F R I C A .
I n t e r io r  o f  A f r ic a .—Africa is a myste

rious, charmed,.and dangerous land; but the 
spirit and enterprise of the age produce men 
who have the courage to penetrate and de
scribe it. A  new explorer has recently come 
upon the field, and bids fair to take rank 
with the most successful African travelers. 
It is worthy of remark that all these enlight
ened and adventurous men agree in de
nouncing the slave-trade, and in declaring 
that the Gospel is the only hope for Africa. 
The recent traveler, who is likely to become 
well known as an African explorer, is named 
Gerhardt Rohlfs. Our attention has been 
called to his recent journey across the widest 
portion of Africa from west to east, and to 
his remarks about missions, by a letter re
ceived at the Mission Rooms, from Rev. Dr. 
Hurst, principal o f our Missionary Institute 
in Bremen, Germany. W e give the letter 
below. The reader will be struck by the 
remark of the traveler on the defection of 
members of Methodist and English missions,

in the vicinity of Sierra Leone, to the Roman 
Catholic Church. The pomp and ceremony 
of the Catholic worship strike the lively 
imaginations, and inspire with deep awe the 
hearts, of these untutored children of a warm 
climate. But instruction and grace will 
triumph, and these dusky children of Africa 
shall yet "find full scope for their naturally 
warm imaginations in contemplating the 
love of God to man, as manifested in the . 
Gospel of his Son. But to the letter:

B r e m e n , September 13, 1867.

I may mention a circumstance which will 
probably prove of interest to you as well as 
every friend of missions. I refer to the re
turn to Germany o f the celebrated African 
traveler, Gerhardt Rohlfs, who shares with 
Burckhhardt, Bahrdt, and Livingstone the 
honor of the most important explorations in 
the unknown portions 6f Africa that have 
been made in the nineteenth century. Mr. 
Rohlfs is a native of Bremen, and has been 
in part supported by the senate of the city, 
and in part by the London Geographical So
ciety. He is a young man, and has quickly 
fought his way to success through appar
ently insurmountable obstacles. On his re
turn home the other day he received at the 
hands of the king of Prussia, a title of dig
nity, which will likely be followed by ample 
pecuniary aid for publishing an account of 
his travels, as well as for making new ex
plorations.

Mr. Rohlfs crossed the continent of Africa 
at its widest part, and came in contact with 
the slave-trade in its most odious features. 
The report had been circulated that he was 
of the opinion, from personal observation and 
investigation, that the negro tribes of Africa 
were incapable of higher culture, and that, 
therefore, they could never be influenced in 
the widest and best sense by Christianity. 
But in a lecture in Gotha a short time since 
he utterly repudiated such an idea, but ex
pressed, on the contrary, the opinion that the 
Gospel should be communicated to the Airi- 
can natives with all possible speed, as it was 
the only way by which they could be eleva
ted. In the town lying at the junction of the 
Niger and Benue rivers he met with a Chris
tian congregation in charge of a negro 
preacher. There were about two hundred 
people present when he attended the chapel, 
and the service was conducted in an or
derly and proper manner. He describes the 
preacher as an intelligent and cultivated 
man.

Subsequently he had an opportunity of 
seeing the missionary operations in Sierra 
Leone, Monrovia, and elsewhere, from all of 
which he carried away very favorable im
pressions. He makes the exposure that the 
new Catholic mission in Sierra Leone has 
succeeded in drawing within its fold many 
natives who had previously been members 
of the Methodist and Anglican missions.

Mr. Rohlfs describes a district southwest 
from Lake Tsad, which, he says, should by 
all means be occupied as a missionary field. 
He says that the base of operations might 
be the district of Wandala, (which I cannot 
find on any map at my command,) whose 
prince, though a Mohammedan, is free from 
all fanaticism, and would receive Christian 
missionaries with open arms.

Mr. Rohlfs’s important communications 
call up another matter, which has its bear
ing upon missionary operations, the publica
tion of a “  Universal Missionary Atlas,”  by
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Dr.Grundemann. It will consist of seventy- 
eight maps, each containing a description of 
the country, and missionary statistics and 
operations, I have seen one number. It is 
beautifully gotten up, and the letter-press 
department is ail that might be expected of 
German thoroughness and painstaking. It 
is a great enterprise on the part of both the 
publisher and editor, but ought, if possible, 
to be reissued in the United States. I for
got to mention that, in the number which I 
examined, ample justice appears to be done 

„ to the Methodist missionary operations on 
the west coast of Africa.

Our Mission Institute in Bremen has now 
fairly commenced the long term. The appli
cants have been as numerous as could be ac
commodated, and the new students have 
gone to work with a good will. On the 
evening set apart for special public services, 
when they were expected to relate their ex
perience and call to the ministry, there was a 
good congregation present. The exercises 
were very interesting, and I trust not with
out profit to all. We need the prayers of 
all sympathizers with our work in this dis
tant land, that these young men may become 
eminently useful in the great cause to which 
they have now dedicated their lives.

Very cordially yours, J. F. H u e s t .

C H I N A .

R e v . S. L. B a l d w in  sends the good words 
following just at the close of the session of 
the General Missionary Committee, and he 
and his fellow-laborers will find, to their joy, 
that provision has been made to enable them 
to extend their work according to their 
desire.

Foochow, China, August 12, 186*7.
To the Corresponding Secretary:

Yesterday the joint quarterly meeting for 
the Ching Sing Teng and Tienang Teng 
circuits was held at my church. Brother 
Hii Po Mi, having arrived from Ku-Cheng, 
gave us an interesting talk in the love-feast. 
He said that he thought he had a heavy cross 
to take up when he was appointed to Ku- 
Cheng. He was told that the fever and 
ague was very bad there, and his whole 
family would suffer from i t : that every house 
in the place was overrun with rats; and that, 
moreover, nobody dared to sleep in the 
upper loft of a house, as the ghosts would 
certainly carry off the children if they did. 
“ Well,”  he said, “ there is a great deal of 
chills and fever there, but we have not had a 
single stroke of it. The place is indeed 
famous for rats, and my neighbors on both 
sides are terribly pestered with them, but we 
haven’ t seen any in our house. I sleep in 
the loft with my whole family, and not a 
ghost has appeared to disturb our slumbers.” 
He referred to his first uniting with the 
Church at Ching Sing Teng, and the few
ness of members then contrasted with the 
number present now. He was full of joy 
and gratitude.

At the close of the love-feast I  baptized 
six  persons; three of them were women whose 
husbands are members of the Church. They 
are respectively the wives o f a printer, book
binder, and tailor. The other three are a

blacksmith, a schoolboy, and a young man at 
present without employment, he having left 
his place in an opium shop, as being incon
sistent with Christianity.

At half past eleven, after a short recess, 
Dr. Maclay preached an excellent sermon on 
“  Love to the Church,”  after which I re
ceived the six baptized probationers into full 
communion, according to our form. Dr. 
Maclay then proceeded with the communion 
service, in which forty-nine native members 
united. It was a good day with us.

There is much interest in the city, at 
Brother Sites’s East-street Church. In addi
tion to eleven lately received there are twenty 
inquirers, more than one half of whom will 
be received before the annual meeting. Dr. 
Maclay expects to receive twelve or thirteen 
more at Hok-Chiang, and some thirty at 
Nang-Yik, before the annual meeting. Thus 
you will see that we have some prosperity. 
Our statistics are now as follows :

Ching Sing Teng Circuit, 42 members, 9 
probationers, 8 baptized children.

Tienang Teng Circuit, 166 members, 99 
probationers, 70 baptized children.

Hok Ing Teng Circuit, 66 members, 31 
probationers, 11 baptized children.

Total, 502; namely, 274 members, 139 
probationers, 89 baptized children.

W e will have over three hundred mem
bers by the time we assemble in annual 
meeting, September 25. Now let us all 
pray for the baptism of the Holy Ghost and 
of fire upon them all, and if “  two shall put 
ten thousand to flight,”  these three hundred 
shall be able to scatter a million and a half 
o f the enemy! We must take this prefec
ture, and push on to the regions beyond. 
I hope there will be no delay in establishing 
a station at Kin-Kiang.

R e v . Dk. M a c l a y , superintendent of our 
missions in China, writes to Dr. Wentworth 
under date of August 5, and says:

I am glad to know that you do not forget 
China, or your former associates in the mis
sion field here. I notice too, with interest, 
your earnest sympathy for China as a mis
sion field, and hope you will take measures 
to bring your views before the Church. 
Your missionaries in China feel that they 
need more of the Holy Spirit’s influences to 
qualify them for their great work, and we 
are praying for the baptism of fire.

The signs of the times are auspicious. The 
Lord is throwing down barriers, and open
ing doors for the preaching of the Gospel on 
all sides. Our Church ought to have fifty 
or a hundred laborers in this field. Then 
we might expect glorious triumphs for the 
cause of the Redeemer in this wonderful 
empire.

My dictionary goes forward slowly. I 
send you a few pages as a specimen of the 
work.

Dr. Wentworth expresses to us his de
cided gratification at the manner in which 
this much-needed work is being executed. 
He says:

In one respect it has no parallel that we 
know of. It inserts the phrases in Chinese 
character at the foot of the page, thus solv

ing, with Yankee ingenuity, a difficulty en
countered, but not overcome, by Williams in 
his “ Dictionary of the Canton Dialect.”  To 
interweave Chinese characters with English 
type would, as Williams shows in his intro
duction, increase the bulk o f the volume to 
unwieldiness, or add greatly to its expens
iveness. But by referring them to foot-notes 
they run along parallel with the English 
print without encumbering it. I look with 
anxiety for the completed work.

E. W e n t w o k t h '.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
Rey. De. G o o d f e l l o w , superintendent of 

our South American Missions, under date of 
July 10, 1867, writes to the Mission Rooms 
as follows:

Our second quarter closed on Monday, 
the 8th inst., with our love-feast.

In the city of'Buenos Ayres we have had 
our usual work, and with little variation of 
result. We gained two probationers, and 
lost four by death and four by removal or 
withdrawal. The Sunday-school, day-school, 
the prayer-meeting, class meeting, and love- 
feast all have their place, and are receiving, 
I believe, increasing attention. Two inter
esting conversions occurred among us during 
the quarter.

On June 9 Rev. J. F. Thomson preached 
his first sermon in Spanish in our church to 
a well-filled church, of whom about forty 
persons were Spanish. He has continued ever 
since to occupy our church every Sunday 
evening. The people are attentive, and the 
house is always full, but the large attend
ance is partly owing to the interest taken in 
the matter by our own people. The number 
of Spanish people does not increase.

Brother Thomson has also begun to hold 
a service and a Sunday-school among the 
Spanish, at the Boca, a town about three 
miles from our church. There are several 
attentive hearers there, and about fifty eager 
children are in the Sunday-school. One of 
the most attentive and hopeful there is a lady 
teacher of a school, who does her utmost for 
our work. To promote it we have had to 
hire a house, and employ a teacher for the 
day-school.

Rosario still enjoys the labors of Rev. 
Thomas Carter. He has received four per
sons on probation, all heads of families; and 
the day-school, Sunday-school, and a Sunday 
P. M. service in Spanish, together with the 
regular claims of the Church there, are the 
objects of his attention. There is a bill be
fore Congress to make this city the capital of 
this republic, and it is a most important post.

JSsperanza, one of our colonies, still en
joys the labors of Rev. D. F. Sauvain, and 
he is busy enough, preaching two sermons 
every Sunday in two different languages, and 
teaching a day-school, of whom about two 
thirds are Gernian and the rest French.

San Carlos is another colony near the 
latter, where the people await our supply of 
a faithful man. The German portion of the 
people are almost inaccessible to us, but the 
French portion of the colony are patiently 
waiting and hoping for a suitable man.

Villa de Urquiza is occupied by Rev. 
John J. Rau, who preaches in German, and 
teaches a school for the people. The long- 
intended church, delayed by the 'failure to 
obtain a title to the land, and then by a visi
tation of the cholera, has at last been com
menced, and the walls are nearly ready for 
the roof.
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Cordoba, our outpost, is the stronghold of 

Jesuitism in South America, and it is pow
erful. Brother Beveridge, our lay mission
ary, is indefatigable in his work, and is 
laying the foundation o f something of im
portance. He has made many friends for 
our cause, and he keeps together the Protest
ant element among the people.

Monte and Lobos Circuit has been filled 
for a quarter by Brother Milne, who has 
temporarily loaned us his services. He 
served this circuit by agreement for six 
months, and he has now returned to the 
agency of the American Bible Society. At 
one point, Navarro, there is a good deal of 
religious interest among the people, and at 
San Vicente there is a well watered garden.

Tuyu and Laguna de los Padres Circuit 
is an inviting and promising field, but it af
fords no suitable residence for a family. A 
supply, with his family one hundred and fifty 
miles away, cannot give either his whole 
time or attention to it. We' wait for some 
single man whom Providence may send.

The following will give a view of the 
places occupied, the province, aud the lan
guage in which we preach:

Place. 
Buenos Ayres

44

Boca
Rosario
Esperanza

Province. 
. . . .  Buenos Ayres

U
ti

. . . .  Santa Fe

San Carlos . . . .
Villa de Urquiza . . . .
Cordoba ____
Monte and Lobos . . . .  
Tuyu aud Laguna de 

los Padrea ___

Entre Rios 
Cordoba 
Buenos Ayres

Language.
English.
Spanish.
Spanish.
English.
French.
German.
French.
German.
Spanish.
English.

Buenos A yres. . . .  English.
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A p p r o p r ia t io n s  f o e  186 8 .— O ur General 

C om m ittee havin g m et, conferred, reported, 

and adjourned, w e are enabled to  spread b e 

fore the Church th e am ount appropriated  
for the H o m e  and F oreign  M ission w ork  for 

the year 186 8 . T h e  grand tota l appropria

ted is eight hundred and fifty  thousand  
dollars !  T h e  distribution is, for  

L Foreign Missions.
Liberia................................................................... $14,000 00
South America.................................................  9,525 00
China..................................................................  23,654 00
Germany and Switzerland............................. 25,000 00
Scandinavia..................   15,116 G4
India..................................................................... 45,459 00
Bulgaria..........................   7,662 11
Exchange...............................................   63,208 38

Total for Foreign Missions......................$203,625 13
H. Foreign Populations in the United States.
Scandinavian....................................... $10,900 00
Chinese  ..............................................  4,700 00
German............................................................... 33,000 00
III. Indian Missions.
The appropriation in this department is ... $3,800 00
IV. A merican Domestic Missions.
$318,450, which is distributed among sixty-one an

nual conferences. This amount, it will be seen, 
would give an average of $5,220 to each conference.

V. Missions op the Thibd Class.
Indian Territory, New Mexico, and Ari

zona ...............    $5,000 00
Dakotah and Montana.. . . ..............................  4,000 00
Utah and 'Idaho................................................  3,000 00

Total for Third Class Missions............... $12,000 00
V I. For the several departments as herein named:
Contingent Fund..................................................$25,000 00
Incidental Expenses......................................... 15,000 00
Office Expenses................................    20,000 00
Gratuitous distribution of Missionary Advo~

caie.....................    25,000 00

Total  .............................................. $85,000 00
VII. To meet the outstanding liabilities of

the society..................................................... $178,524 87

Making a grand total o f ......................... $850,000 00

ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS
TO TH E CHURCH, IN  B EIIA LF OF THE MIS

SIO N AR Y CAUSE.

D e a r  B r e t h r e n  : W e are pained to ob
serve a decline in the missionary contri
butions of the Church. A year ago the 
Missionary Society appropriated $1,030,978, 
and called upon the Church for $850,000, 
which, with the surplus then in our treasury, 
would have carried us safely through the 
year. On coming together this month, the 
General Missionary Committee found that 
our treasurer had only received during the 
year $615,156 12, while he had disbursed in 
that period $855,933 17, and that the cash 
in his hands was $351,757 78 less than the 
outstanding liabilities of the society.

Under these circumstances, it was thought 
necessary to make the appropriations for the 
foreign work $102,464 87, and those for the 
domestic work $261,454 less than last year. 
Even with these large reductions it will be 
necessary for the Church to increase greatly 
her missionary gifts.

The decline in our contributions is attrib
uted to various causes. The surplus in the 
treasury had its effect. The increase of pas
toral compensation and of all other Church 
expenses, and the partial failure of the crops, 
have been thought to solve the problem. 
But when we consider that we have increas
ed our Church property seven millions of 
dollars, the solution will hardly answer. A  
more operative cause is the Centenary cele
bration. Under this stimulus, the Church 
subscribed from seven millions to nine mill
ions of dollars, much of which was paid 
during the current ecclesiastical year. But 
even this cannot be accepted as a sufficient 
account of the decline, as our other contri
butions for benevolent objects have not 
decreased.

We cannot believe there has been a dimi
nution of missionary spirit in the Church, 
but suppose that other things have diverted 
the attention of our pastors from the great 
cause. Hence too little pains to diffuse mis
sionary intelligence, too few missionary 
meetings, and, above all, too many failures to 
put into operation our disciplinary plan of 
missionary collections.

The charge does not lie equally upon all 
parts of the Church, for tweuty-four confer
ences report an increase of missionary 
money, though in all but five the advance is 
less than a thousand dollars.

Still we look hopefully to the future. We 
have not withdrawn from any field. How 
can we? Indeed, in one instance we have 
entered new territory. We refer to China. 
Our mission there was hemmed in on the 
south by the Amoy Missions, on the north 
by the Ningpo, and on the east by the sea.
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Westward lies the province of Kiangsee, in 
the great valley of the Yangtse Kiang. Our 
brethren at Foochow look wistfully over the 
Bohea hills to Kinkiang, and we have said 
to them, “  Go forward.”

At home we must enlarge. The South is 
opening to us. Not to advance is to recede. 
While we do so, it must be by crippling 
some other parts of the work, and also im
posing great embarrassments, if not suffer
ings, upon our brethren at the outposts 
and abroad. We say to them, “  In this ex
igency endure hardness as good soldiers,” 
and to you, “ Come promptly to their aid.” 
Jointly with the General Committee and the 
Board we ask -for $850,000. Is this too 
much? We have 1 ,144 ,733  members and 
probationers. When wages and profits are 
so high as in the United States, is it too 
much to expect of them a dollar a year, at 
the great command of our Lord, “  Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel ? ” 
a command bound not upon the ministry 
only. Will you not swiftly outrun our ex
pectations? We know that the approach
ing year is not promising. The uncertainty 
as to the course of the government on great 
questions relating to property and trade 
must curtail the operations of our manufac
turing and mercantile communities, on whose 
liberality we have always relied. Still, 
while the cities are building expensive 
churches, we look for continued generous 
contributions from our merchant princes.

But to the farmers, with whom is the sub
stantial and unfluctuating wealth of the 
country, we chiefly look at present. Let them 
give according as the Lord hath blessed them, 
and they will give not by the dollar, but the 
tens, the hundreds, the thousands.

Let presiding elders see that the plan of 
Discipline is carried out; let pastors preach 
missionary sermons ; let missionary commit
tees spread the papers and other means of 
intelligence ; let missionary demonstrations 
be held af conferences and other occasions 
that may offer ; let the Sabbath-schools work 
well their missionary organizations, and 
suffer nothing to divert their contributions, 
and soon will our treasury overflow.

“ Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit 
of the grace of God bestowed on the 
Churches of Macedonia; how that, in a 
great trial of affliction, the abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality.” . . .  
“  Therefore, as ye abound in everything, in 
faith, in utterance, and knowledge, and in 
all diligence, and in your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also.”

T. A. MORRIS, 0. O. BAKER,
E. S. JANES, E. R. AMES,
L. SCOTT, D. W. CLARK,
M. SIMPSON, E. THOMSON,

C. KINGSLEY.

I N D I A .
On their way to Inçia.—Circumstances 

which we could not control required us to 
send our brethren, Revs. J. L. Humphrey,
F. M. Wheeler, Robert Hoskins, and their 
wives by way of London to their work in 
India. We have received at the Mission 
Rooms a letter dated at London October 11, 
saying, “ Our party are all well and in ex
cellent spirits. W e hope to be in our mis
sion field by February I, 1868.”  They .sail 
in the Lord Warden. They say, “ Through 
the kindness of Dr. Mullens, secretary of the 
London Missionary Society, we got quite a 
deduction on our passage money.” They 
say further, “ We have a good ship, good 
rooms, and a deeply pious captain, who says 
he hopes to reach Calcutta by the 21st of 
January next.”

G ood  N e w s  f r o m  I n d ia .—In a report 
made by Rev. P. T. Wilson, stationed at 
Roy Bareilly, to his presiding elder, Rev. J. 
W. Waugh, we find the following passage :

Since our last annual report we have bap
tized three adults. One of them, a young 
Brahmin, gives special promise of good serv
ice in the mission. His name was Ram 
Sahag, (Help of Rama.) At his own re
quest he has been named Isa Das, (Servant 
of Jesus.) Being a Pundit, and well read 
in sacred books of the Hindoos, he will as
sist me much. He already speaks well in 
the bazars, and is desirous of preparing him
self especially for the preaching of the Gos
pel to his benighted countrymen.

T H E  S C R IP T U R E S  IN  TH IBET.
O u r  missions in India occupy the plains 

below the Himalaya Mountains, and extend 
into the mountains at Nynee Tai, and into 
the Gurwhal territory under British rule.

This territory lies between India and Thi
bet, and is the key to this latter country, as 
will be seen by the letters below, one from 
Rev. J. T. Gracey, and one to him from the 
Moravian missionaries in that mountainous 
region. These Moravian brethren are en
gaged in translating the Holy Scriptures into 
the language of Thibet, and they ask our 
missionary brethren in India to aid them to 
distribute these Thibetan Scriptures gratis 
among the better educated class of people. 
In this way our mission in India is aiding the 
general cause beyond their strict limits as a 
mission. The two letters following will be 
read with interest by the Church :

Nynee Tal, July 20, 1867.
I take much pleasure in inclosing a copy 

of the first letter of what has grown to a cor
respondence between the Moravian mission
aries of Lahoul and myself. It will be of 
interest to the w;orld at large to know how 
they have progressed in their translation of 
the Scriptures.

One of the great features of our work in 
all border territory, like this of Kumaon and 
Gurwhal where Brother Thoburn is, has

ever been considered to be the influence we 
may exercise incidentally on the region be
yond. I do have opportunities in the cold 
weather, as well as Brother Thoburn, to dis
tribute these Thibetan Scriptures. The 
Bhooteas of the Passes are the traders be
tween British territory and Thibet. Through 
these we can send books as far away as to 
Lhasse. Many.of these Bhooteas are Boodh- 
ists, though many, it is said, will call indif
ferently on a Brahmin in India or a Lama in 
Thibet for religious guidance, and the per
formance of religious ceremonies.

I have had the pleasure to receive some of 
these Scriptures from the Moravian breth
ren, and to initiate their circulation. I will 
try to get a copy to your office. May God 
give free course to these Scriptures!

Truly, in best of bonds, yours,
J. T. G r a c e y .

Kyelang, March 12, 1867.
.D e a r  B r o t h e r : I hope you will excuse 

me for troubling you with the- following 
lines. We, the missionai-ies of the Moravian 
Church, have been engaged here in British 
Lahoul for several years, in translating the 
Holy Scriptures into the Thibetan language.

We are, by God’s blessing, now advanced 
so far that we have finished the Gospels of 
St. Matthew and John ; and, by means of a 
lithographic press, we have printed several 
hundred copies of them. These we distrib
ute among the Thibetans residing in Lahoul, 
Ladak, Zamkar, Lpiti, and Kumaon. As 
we have often opportunity to meet traveling 
Thibetans, our books find also their way to 
Thibet proper, even as far as Lhasse. Now 
we are anxious to see the word of God in 
•this way brought more and more into Thibet
an territory, also in those provinces which, 
being Chinese, we are not allowed to enter.

We have thought, perhaps, you would 
have in Kumaon opportunity to meet with 
Thibetans; and we would kindly ask wheth
er this is the case or not; and if it is the 
case, if you have opportunity to meet with 
Thibetans, whether you would feel inclined 
to accept copies from us, in order to distrib
ute them among those people. These parts 
of the Holy Scriptures are written, not in 
one of the different dialects, but in their 
proper book language. They are, therefore, 
understood everywhere in Thibet by people 
who know how to read; for instance, by all 
Lamas.

If you had opportunity, and if you would 
be inclined to assist us in this way, we 
would not hesitate to send you by book post 
free ’copies of those books.

About two years since we had a small 
Christian flock here, but in general the hun
ger after the word of God is not great; but 
the time will come even for the Boodhists, 
when they will throw away their-own right
eousness, and seek for that righteousness 
which is to be found in the blood of Jesus 
Christ.

If you would kindly send me a few lines I 
would feel much obliged. Please give me 
also your full address.

In brotherly love, your fellow-laborers in 
Christ’s vineyard, the Moravian missionaries 
in Lahoul.

T h . R e c h l e r , Superintendent.
Kyelang, British Lahoul, via Kooloo.

G E R M A N Y .
O u r  C h u r c h  int B e r l in , P r u s s ia .—Be

fore the Church shall have read this para
graph, our new and very commodious church
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in the capital of Prussia will have been de
dicated. It attracts much attention, and 
elicits much praise by the manner in which 
it is furnished. It is neatly carpeted, as our 
American churches are, and it is the only 
church in Berlin that is thus furnished. It 
lacked neat blinds in the windows to give it 
a truly American finish. Our dear friend 
Mrs. Wright, widow of our late honored 
Minister at the Court of Berlin, mentioned 
this want of window blinds to complete the 
modest and useful adornment of the church 
to our ever generous brother, W . W . Cor
nell, Esq., o f New York, and he gave her a 
bill of exchange on Europe to cover the 
cost of the blinds, which were 160 thalers, 
equal to $115 American gold.

S C A N D I N A V I A .
R e v . A  C e d e r h o l m .—We have before us 

a photograph of the cemetery and its sur
roundings in which rest the mortal remains 
of one of the first missionaries which we sent 
to Norway. Brother Cederliolm wa» sent out 
in 185 8. He was born December 25, 1822, in 
Norway, and born again in America. Upon 
his tombstone is engraven, “ If ye love me, 
keep my commandments.”  It is believed 
that our dear departed brother sweetly illus
trated this precious Scripture.

Foe C o p e n h a g e n .—Rev. C . Willerup, the 
superintendent of the Scandinavian missions, 
left New York Oct. 26, in the steamer Borus- 
sia, for Hamburg. Rev. O. P. Peterson, by 
traveling day and night, succeeded in reach
ing New York on Friday evening, the 25th, 
and so enjoyed an interview with his old 
friend and fellow-laborer one night and the 
morning until noon of Saturday, having gone 
with him to the steamer to see him off at 12 
o’clock of that day.

T U R K E Y .

R e v . De. L o n g .— Our brother sailed, as 
we anticipated, with his family, in the City 
of Antwerp, November 9. It was not a 
little gratifying to this missionary family to 
have among the number of their friends at 
their leave-taking the wife and daughter of 
Bishop Janes and a daughter of Bishop Ba
ker. Bishop Simpson called on him the 
evening before his sailing to say farewell. 
We gladly avail ourselves o f the Pittsburgh 
Advócale to put before our readers some 
additional matter: “  Such is his proficiency in 
the Bulgarian language that he was selected 
to edit the Bulgarian New Testament by the 
American Bible Society. This work is now 
completed. It seems an auspicious omen 
that his return passage will date from the 
close of the .meeting o f our General Mis
sionary Committee for 1867. W e trust he

may find high incentives and encourage
ments from the appropriations made to carry 
with him on his return. Some noble Chris
tian ladies of Pittsburgh and vicinity, care
ful for the toiler in a foreign mission, and 
seeking to promote his comfort and the 
comfort of his family, sent to his address 
sonfeiime ago a trunk filled with clothing 
and articles of value. He writes us of the 
pleasure and commotion manifested by his 
little ones at the unexpected arrival of the 
trunk, and their enthusiastic comments as 
the articles, admirably selected for the long 
voyage, were severally drawn forth and in
spected. The missionary and his family will 
carry in their hearts enduring mementoes of 
Mrs. Vankirk, Mrs. Heath, Mrs. Dravo, and 
others, who shared in the generous gift. 
The great Father, we trust, will always 
have our missionary at Constantinople and 
his family in his holy keeping.”

C u r e  f o b  t h e  C h o l e r a .—Mev. Dr. 
Hamlin and Mev. Dr. Long, of Constanti
nople, saved hundreds of lives by the 
following simple preparation during the 
terrible raging of cholera in that city a few 
years since. In no case did the remedy fail 
where the disease could be reached in season. 
It is no less effective in cholera morbus and 
ordinary diarrhea:

One part laudanum.
One part camphorated spirit.
Two parts tincture of ginger.
Two parts capsicum.
Dose—One teaspoonful in a wine-glass of 

water. If the case is obstinate repeat the 
dose in three or four hours.

DO M ESTIC  M ISSIO N S.
N o t  P r o m is in g .—W e were looking at 

some figures connected with a domestic mis
sion, and reached the following: 1st. Three 
years ago there were 126 members, now 
there are 65. Three years ago they report
ed $10 missionary collections ; last year, 
$50 57. Three years ago $275 were appro
priated to aid them to live and grow ; the 
next year they were allowed $400, last year 
$600. The conference having such work 
under their care probably have their reasons.

M o n t a n a  T e r r it o r y .—Rev. A. M . Hough 
wxites us that his mission has been reinforced 
by thé arrival of Brother Charles King and 
wife.

He is stationed at Virginia City, and ap
pears to be a man of energy, experience, and 
piety, and just the man for the place. After 
being left without a pastor for eighteen 
months the society was scattered, and he 
was able only to gather seven members and 
one probationer. There is a fair prospect of 
erecting a new church edifice.

Gallatin Valley has only the occasional 
services of a local preacher. There is a so
ciety of eleven members. They are building 
a respectable church.

Helena.—There is but little change, except 
that we are bending all our energies to build 
a new church in this town. W e have comr 
menced a church which will cost $8,000 in 
gold. It will be 36 by 60 feet, with stone 
basement, and when completed would be a 
credit to any town. We have on subscrip
tion several hundred dollars, but where the 
rest is coming from I do not know. Statis
tics of the mission: Members 42, probation
ers 11, churches 2, parsonages 2, Sunday- 
schools 2, scholars 75.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
O n o n d a g a  I n d ia n  M is sio n .—Rev. Alfred 

Brunson reports that this mission has been 
prosperous the past year. The Wesleyans 
disbanded their society among these people, 
and they have united with our mission- 
Harmony and brotherly love prevail. There 
are in society now 58, on probation 12, mak. 
ing in all 70. The Sunday-school is not as 
flourishing as is desirable. There has been 
a transfer of the pulpit and other things 
from the Wesleyan house for the improve
ment of their church. For fences, and various 
improvements on grounds, the Indians have 
given $178, and for missions last year $30.

§Miiun’s jjptprtnunt.

A n o t h e r  S a il o r  M is s io n a r y .—Captain 
John Hendrick Hansen was licensed to 
preach the Gospel at a quarterly meeting 
held at St. Paul’s Church in New York, 
November 4. He left the port' o f New 
York on Saturday, November 9, under the 
auspices of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society, as a missionary to seamen on the 
coast of Norway.

T h e  S e a m e n ’s R e t r e a t .—W e have heard 
of a Danish sailor in that hospital for sick 
seamen, who, though unable to walk, makes 
his way on his hands and knees to.the bed
side of the sick sailors to tell them of the 
love of Christ, and has thus been instru
mental in bringing several of them to the 
saving knowledge of his Lord.

W h o  is  R e sp o n s ib l e  ?—Tobacco costs 
more annually than education or religion, 
the army or navy. It costs England and 
America a sum sufficient to support 50,000 
ministers with a salary of $1,000, or more
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than 100,000 missionaries. The students in 
one college pay more than $6,000 for cigars 
yearly. It tends to idleness, poverty, strong 
drink, and the whole family of vices. It 
tends to debility, dyspepsia, palsy, cancers, 
insanity, delirium tremens, and sudden 
deaths. It weaves a winding sheet around 
20,000 in our land every year!

It is estimated that in New York city 
more than twice the amount is puffed away 
in cigars than is expended for bread 1

FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
C h in e s e  i n  C a l if o r n ia .—W e have again 

made an appropriation for a missionary 
among the Chinese in San Francisco, as the 
most destitute of any people in this country. 
But that our people may be prepared for 
the obstacles to be met and overcome, see 
the following:

The First Cheat Difficulty.—The first 
great' difficulty of Chinese mission work in 
California is precisely the great difficulty of 
mission work among our own people. Our 
population is constantly fluctuating, and in a 
constant state of ferment and change. No 
sooner is the work well begun in a given 
point, than the missionaries’ mainstays 
leave, and seek at other points the favors of 
fortune, or return home, perhaps, involved 
in commercial disaster. The faithful mis
sionary looks in vain for those consolations 
of long-tried servants of Christ so common 
at home, and has constantly to begin his 
good work over and over again. The good 
seed falls upon all kinds of ground, but the 
pastor is seldom permitted to even long 
watch over the sheaves, much less gather the 
harvest. This changing population, tor
mented by the thirst of gain, having once 
unloosed their moorings at home, seem ever 
unsettled, and so it often happens that ava
rice will tempt them to the most remote spots 
of the country, far beyond the reach of relig
ious effort.

The Second Great Difficulty.—As far as 
the Chinese are concerned they must be ap
proached through sotne intelligible medium. 
If we are not to teach them through the me
dium of our own language, we must perforce 
learn their language. This is a sine qua non, 
and if we i îll not join this sacrifice to all the 
rest, the blame is not to be shifted to the 
shoulders of the Chinese.

A m e r ic a n  B o a r d .—The following sum
mary will show the operations and present 
state of the missions. Number of missions, 
18; stations, 104; out-stations, 482 ; mis
sionaries—male, 148 ; other male assistants, 
12 ; female assistants, 176 ; whole number 
sent from this country, 336 ; number of 
native pastors, 84 ; other native preachers, 
teachers, and helpers, 844 ; whole number of 
laborers connected with the mission, 1,264 ; 
number of churches, 205 ; Church members, 
25,502; added during the year, 1,467 ; num
ber of training and theological schools, 16 ; 
boarding and free schools, 475 ; whole num
ber of pupils in those schools, 13,624.

The income of the year has been as fol
lows : from donations, $350,672 08 ; from 
legacies, $84,428 44 ; from other sources, 
$12,794 26 ; making a total of $437,884 77.

There was a balance in favor of the treasury, 
September 1, 1866, of $6,206 07; now there 
is a balance against it of $4,432 34.

HI is« Haitians.

Sa c r if ic ia l  G iv in g .—Who gave of that 
kind may be learned from the following 
story, which comes to us from a missionary 
man:

“  On the   circuit was the name of John
Brown* well to do in this world, against 
whose name was twenty-five cents, enough 
to buy two and a half loaves of bread for the 
heathen, home or foreign, as might be agreed. 
And it was John’s entire contribution for the 
long twelve months of the year; about two 
cents and one twelfth of a cent per month, 
from his exchequer. On the same page, 
same circuit, was the name of Mary Smith, 
whom I  happened to know as the owner of 
a sewing machine. Mary rents the house 
she lives in, and works hard all the week, 
goes to the prayer-meeting Wednesday night, 
teaches in the Sabbath-school Sabbath morn
ing, and reads regularly the Missionary A d
vocate. Against Mary’s name was printed 
two dollars. As my eyes fell on the page I 
adjusted my spectacles and took a second 
look. It was two dollars, no mistake. Ma
ry’s prayers, it came to my mind, must have 
gone with her two dollars. It cost her 
something to make the contribution, but the 
Lord’s blessing went with it.”

F ig u r e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  u s e .—Rev. A. 
Moore, secretary of the Maine Conference, 
estimates from the reports of forty-five 
conferences that 4,786 preachers received 
$2,987,164, or each preacher an average of 
$603 25. Two hundred and thirty-eight 
presiding elders receive $232,520, or an aver
age of $976 97.

T h e  M is s io n  H o u s e , West Philadelphia, 
was reopened on the last Saturday in Au
gust. Rev. A. Shiras is principal, and, with 
Rev. A. M. Morrison, R. B. Claxton, D.D., 
and Rev. J. G. Auer, constitute the fac
ulty. There is a debt of $10,000 upon the 
house, which it is hoped will be paid this 
year. Its design is: 1. To procure a suffi
cient number of missionaries for the foreign 
field. 2. To give them a satisfactory prepa
ration for their work. 3. To prove their 
fitness for it before they leave the country. 
And, 4. To provide a temporary home for in
valid missionaries.. .  . The following earnest 
words, spoken of the American Home Mis
sionary Society, are true and to the purpose:

And it must do something more than 
plant here a missionary and there another, 
hundreds of miles apart. It must establish 
one, yes, and a Sunday-school and a Church 
as well, with every cluster of miners’ huts, in 
every gulch, on every mountain’s crest, or, if 
need be, in its stony heart; wherever men 
toil, and live, and die. The miners will be 
glad of them; they are eager for them now,

and they will help to support them. But 
whether so or not, they must have them, and 
our home Churches must furnish the men 
and the money, or be faithless alike to the 
call of the country and the call of God. 
Now a handful o f leaven will do its work, 
and save these communities, these states, to 
Christianity and freedom. But while we 
talk, the opportunity is slipping from our 
grasp, and may be lost forever.

C a l if o r n ia .—A Congregational clergy
man who has labored for some years in Cal
ifornia, gives the following truthful sketch 
of the miners:

The ideal miner is as distinct a conception 
in our thoughts as the ideal sailor or soldier. 
And there proves to be something pleasing 
and attractive to us about this conception. 
We may not relish a miner’s work or a mi
ner’s fare for ourselves, but it is certainly 
in us, 'as a people, to like the miners them
selves. To push on toward the frontier, 
asking wide range ; to make new devel
opments ; to take large risks in the ex
pectation of great gains; to accept a failure 
with philosophy and straightway try again; 
to be independent, as those are who get their 
pay, if they get it at all, in solid metal and 
from mother earth; to be a little rough and 
fast, but hospitable, generous, quick to feel, 
and ready to respond when either his good 
or his ill nature is appealed to—about all this 
there is something that “  takes” with Ameri
cans the country over. So that this leaven, 
though itself comparatively little, cannot but 
tend strongly to leaven the lump. This is 
assisted by the fact that our miners are 
rovers.

There is too much truth in this sad picture 
of the demoralizing tendencies of mining 
pursuits: .

Migration tends strongly to break up suoh 
habits as assist toward a Christian character. 
Pioneer life—homeless, unsettled, often iso
lated from the restraints even of civilization— 
renders difficult the renewal of those habits, 
even in the case of persons honestly and 
earnestly desirous to maintain them. The 
constantly recurring excitements which, in 
each petty mining camp, miniature such gen
eral ones as peopled British Columbia and 
the state of Nevada; the constant expecta
tion ; the frequent disappointments ; the oc
casional brilliant successes, and the not 
unusual heart-sickness from hopes long de
ferred; these all are unfavorable to the 
maintenance of Christian character by those 
who possess it, and tend to draw further off 
those not already united to Christ.

Add to this the close commingling of ele
ments from all quarters of Christendom; the 
German bringing his formal orthodoxy, with 
its lax restraints, or more often his preju
diced and plausible rationalism; the Irish
man, a superstitious religionist, but a slave 
to all sorts of intemperance; the Mexican, 
debased and debasing; representatives of all 
classes of Anglo-Saxons; and consider that, 
with any or all of these, a miner is liable to 
be daily in contact. They cabin together, it 
is likely, eating at one table, sitting at one 
lamp, sleeping in one apartment, with only 
such privacy as a rude open bunk provides. 
The profanity of one soon slips -from the 
tougues of ail. The cavils of one start 
doubts in all. The sneers of one will silence, 
it is too likely, the consciences of all the rest.

Meanwhile, the Sabbath is held only in 
the faintest recollection.
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Sa c r if ic e  o f  L if e  i n  C h i n a .—A  corre. 

ppondent of the San Francisco Bulletin 
speaks of the terrible carnage of the late 
Taeping rebellion. One district is described 
which yielded 90,000 chests of tea per annum 
before the war, and is now a desert waste. 
A  belt of land 400 miles long by 200 miles 
wide is literally without au inhabitant. The 
writer says:

“  The distinguished China traveler and sa
vant, Dr. Macgowan, estimates the loss of 
life by the Taeping war at about 25,000,000 
sonls; but intelligent Chinese I have con
versed with say that full 100,000,000 were 
killed or perished from starvation. There 
was not much to choose on either side. 
Whether Imperial or Taeping, the victorious 
party put men, women, and children to the 
sword. The Grand Canal used to be choked 
with dead bodies, and I have seen even the 
swift flowing Yangtze crimson with blood 
of all ages, sexes, and conditions in life.”

Miss M a r y  E. T a z e w e l l , of Philadelphia, 
who was drowned, made a will on the 24th 
of June. It contains, in addition to bequests 
to her relatives, the following: $1,000 to 
the Foreign Missionary Society of the Mo
ravian Church of Philadelphia, and $1,000 
to the Home Mission Society of the same 
Church.

J U V E N IL E  M IS S IO N A R Y  SOCI
E T IE S .

,  Ilow t o  O r g a n i z e  t h e m .—Is anything easier tban 
for the officers and teachers to elect the pastor presi
dent, the superintendent, or some other person, vice- 
president, another for treasurer, and another for 
secretary ? All the officers and teachers, male and 
female, are managers. Each class is a missionary 
society with an appropriate name, and every member 
a collector, with a book or card properly signed to 
show that they are authorized. When the monthly 
meeting occurs, and the name of a society is called, 
its representative walks forward with the amount of 
their collection in a box o f  neat envelope, with the 
amount marked upon it, and places it upon the table 
of the treasurer, who enters the amount received iu 
hiH book opposite the name o f the society, depositing 
the money in his box. The money all in, another 
verse or two to be sung, and then the presiding offi
cer introduces the speakers. After each speech sing 
a verse or two, always to be lively and spiritual. A 
collection is generally taken from the audience at the 
conclusion. At some Btage of the meeting it is well 
to state the amount collected for the month. Dis
miss with the benediction from the pastor.

W h e r e  w i l l  t h e  C h il d e e n  g e t  t h e  M o n e t  
f r o m  ?— They may probably get one cent a week from 
their parents, and as much from some relatives or 
friends or neighbors; but it is not well for them to ask 
of the members of the congregation or strangers indis
criminately, and on the Sabbath, in or about the 
church. Teachers and parents will advise on these 
matters.

A n n u a l  M e e t in g .—Let the youth have the after
noon of the missionary day, and too much pains can
not be taken to secure for them interesting and 
instructive speakers. No man is too eminent for 
Buch a service.

S h a l l  w e  g i v e  C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  M e m b e e s h i p ? —  
Use your own discretion in this matter; for every 
three dollars you give to the treasurer of the parent 
society you will be furnished with an elegantly en
graved certificate, which you may give to such as you 
see good.

C o l l e c t o r s ’  B o o k s  and  C ards can be bad gratui
tously of, Carlton & Porter, Poe & Hitchcock, or 
W. Al. Doughty.

•j ltatiatt .es.

Receipts by T. C a r l t o n , Treasurer, from 
Nov. 1, 1866, to Oct. 31, 1867 :

Baltimore .. 
Black Eiver 
California 
Colorado . . .  
Delaware...
Detroit.......
East Balt’re 
E. Genesee . 
E. German. 
East Maine.
E r ie ...........
Genesee.. . .
Maine.........
Michigan. . .  
Missis. Miss. 
Nevada . . . .
Newark___
N. England. 
N. Hamps’re 
New Jersey. 
New York.. 
N.York East
Oneida.......
Oregon .......
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh . 
Providence.
T roy ...........
Tennessee.. 
Verm ont.... 
Washington 
Wyoming .. 
Am. B. Soc. 
Legacies . . .  
Sundries___

From Nor. 1,
1866, to

OeU 31, 1867.

$15,313 55 
10,613 95 
8,046 00

"¿32  "¿9 
7,605 54 

25,859 17 
10,752 01 

1,327 42 
3,072 53 

17 897 41 
5,427 91 
6,034 20 
8,173 58 

77 90 
250 00 

15,992 
18,565 57 
5,709 61 

15,844 78 
31,231 55 
as,Oil G5 
10,599 05 

967 16 
45,500 00 
24,570 14 
11,183 95 
20,957 92 

94 00 
7,001 94 

506 59 
6,152 40 
5,500 00 

16,982 30 
23,178 80

Total  $404,033 66

$2 14 

'925*89

604*73

77 90

3,093 80

7,379 66 
94 00

7,571 17

$19,748 79

Decreaao,

$2,038 68 
2,525 19 
1,588 18 
1,510 02

i ,496 52

1,893 79

1*292 *84 
3,113 49 
1,124 29 
2,193 64 

77 76

*415*84 
8,207 98 

.  7,446 17 
§3,513 19 

§,229 76

7,*7*60*46 
1,926 48 
2,784 22 

13,500 eo 
14,828 65 
1,590 76

536 84 
110 27 

1,114 82 
4,500 00

8,1*46 ÏÔ

$89,960 84

Receipts by A. P o e , Assistant Treasurer 
from Nov. 1, 1866, to Oct. 31, 1867:

Conferences. Nov. 1, 1866, to Oct. 31, 1S67. Increase. Decrease.

Central Ger. $5,946 43 $182 30
Central 111.. 10,474 05 $1,166 55
Cent’ l Ohio. 11,647 52 1,371 90
Cincinnati.. 21,491 46 6Í6 3Í
Des Moines. 8,111 95 842 05
East. Ger’n 21 50 21 50
Georgia. . . . 30 00 30 00
Holston___ 1,100 50 292 55
Illin ois___ 22,174 85 3,740 84 # . .......
Indiana___ 7,505 48 

6,249 94
2,289 22 
1,235 14

Kansas........ 2,378 41 330 16
Kentucky .. 855 37 29 56
Michigan... 312 40 198 35
Minnesota .. 8,325 14 3,185 14
Mo. and Ark. 5,227 25 1,841 05
Nebraska... 799 50 53 16
N. Indiana.. 9,095 49 4,079 77
North Ohio. 10,898 81 523 46
N. W. Ger’n 4,309 70 188 64
N. W . Ind’a 6,911 98 2,224 78
N. W . Wis.. 1,009 45 18 46
O hio........... 20,002 65 949 44
Sock River. 13,507 14 1,827 69
Tennessee.. 188 95 183 95
S. E. Indiana 6,567 58 2,950 07
S. Illinois. -. 7,699 81 13] 68
S. W. Ger’n. 4,022 64 509 17
Upper Iowa 
W. Virginia

6,218 44 979 32
2,536 39 1,642 80

~W. Wiscon. 3,211 68 91 06
Wisconsin.. 7,500 55 35 24
Legacies . . . 3,500 Oo 688 93
Sundries . . . 1,290 00 8,803 86

T ota l___ $211,122 46 $12,629 26 $30,074 84

Total Receipts from November 1, 186G,
to October 31, 1867 ...............................

Total Receipts from November 1, 1865, 
to October. 31, 1866...............................

$615,156 12 

702,813 25

Decrease..............................................  $87,657 13

F e o m  N e w  Y o e k  to  C h in a .— The dis
tances from this city to Asiatic ports, and 
the time occupied in the transit by the ves
sels of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, 
are reported to be as follows :

MileB. Days.
New York to Aspinwall................... ' 7
Across the Isthmus to Panama.. . . 1
Panama to San Francisco........ ----- 3,182 11
San Francisco to Yokohama........... ___ 4,761 17
Stop at Yokohama........................... I
Yokohama to Hong Kong............... 6

Total . ! ............................. 43

BEQUESTS AND DEVISES TO THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Persons disposed to make bequests to the Society 
by will, are requested to observe tlie following form:

I give and bequeath to “ T h e  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  
o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,”  incorporated 
by the Legislature of the State of New York, the 
sum of ; and the receipt
of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge 
to my executors for the same.

FORM OF A  DEVISE OF LAND TO SAID 
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “  T i i e  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o p  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h , ”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State of New York, the follow
ing lands and premises, that is to say:

to have and to hold the same, with the 
appurtenances, to the said Society, its successors and 
assigns forever.

Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
of any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as prac
ticable a transcript of such will, or whatever informa
tion they may obtain touching the «ame. "We have 
reason to believe bequests are left to the Missionary 
Society of whicli we have never been advised.

IHT Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may be sent 
to the Treasurer, at New York; the Assistant Treas
urer, at Cincinnati; or paid to the presiding elder of 
the district, or the preacher in the circuit or station to 
which the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by the 
M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o p  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  

C h u r c h ,

* At 35 Union Place, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision of the 
C o r r e s p o n d i n g  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  Sec

r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .

T e r m s .— One copy will be given monthly to eacli family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion of the respective missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case must be in writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of the 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several Con
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Poe & Hitchcock at either Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east of the Pittsburgli and Erie, but including these 
two Conferences, and the Conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the Secretaries at No. 35 Union Place, New 
York. Let each application state particularly to whose 
address, and by what mode of conveyance, the papers 
are to be sent.

P o s t a g e .—The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number of copies not exceeding five, when sent iua 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must in all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post- 
office of the subscriber.


