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T H E O L O G IC A L  C L A S S  IN  
IN D IA .

T his will look and sound strangely to the 
reader; and yet, if he, will carefully peruse 
the following letter. from Rev. Thomas S. 
Johnson, principal of the Boys’ Orphanage, 
he will see, undoubtedly, the germ of a theo
logical school in India. The indications are 
the legitimate fruits of personal conversion 
and of instruction in the holy Scriptures. It 
is according to the divine theory of missions; 
that is, sending out apostles to preach the 
word and organize believers, and raise up 
native preachers, pastors, and evangelists. 
Thus the mission Churches will gradually 
become complete in themselves, and perpet
uate themselves; and the drafts on the home 
Churches may cease, both as regards men 
and money, and the new Churches of Christ, 
gathered from among the heathen, will stand 
strong in the strength of the Lord.

From this theory it is clear, that the mod
ern missionary work is a work of faith in the 
divine presence and promise of God by the 
influence of his holy Spirit. And this faith 
must look far into the future, as did the 
faith of Abraham when he heard the gospel 
preached to him, as says the apostle.

"We commend the following letter, just re-
No. 270.

ceived at the Mission Rooms, to the prayerful 
perusal of the reader:

S h a h je h a n p o r e ,  I x d ia ,  June 14, 1806.
To t/ie Missionary Secretaries:

D e a r  B e e t h e e n  : I  have much pleasure 
in sending the photograph of our “ Theolog
ical Class.”  No. I, immediately at my back, 
is Moonshee Sunder Lail, local preacher. 
No. 2, (to the right of No. 1,) Thomas Go
man, exhorter. No. 3, (to the left of No. 1,) 
Horace J. Adams, exhorter. No. 4, (with a 
hat on, next to No. 3,) James Jordan. No. 
5, (to the left of No. 4,) Benjamin Cocker, 
No, 6, (to the right of No. 2,) Shir Sing. 
No. 7, (the right of No. 6,) Peter B . Gray. 
No. 8, (below No. 7,) James P. Stone. No. 
9, (next to the left,) John Wesley Rockwell. 
And then No. 10, William R. Booren; No. 
11, James P. Magee; No. 12, John W. 
Waugh; No. 13, Khair Sing; No. 14, Hen
ry Mitchell. 1

At the close of a class-meeting in the com
mencement of 1865,1 stated that it might be 
possible that God desired that some of the 
young men and boys present should devote 
themselves to the work of preaching the gos
pel ; explaining, at the same time, that no one 
should offer for this work until God by his 
Holy Spirit had called him to do so ; also, 
that we should seek, by earnest and constant 
prayer, to learn what duty was, and then 
for strength to perform the same. In a few 
weeks three boys came separately to me, and 
stated that they were fully convinced that 
God was calling them to prepare for, and

enter upon the work of preaching the 
gospel to their countrymen. They 
were directed to continue to pray for 
more light upon so important a sub
ject. In a few days others came, until 
the number was increased to six. 
From an over pressure of work, and a 
desire not to be hasty in such an im
portant matter, the class was not for
mally organized until about the middle 
of the year, when eleven came for
ward, all declaring their call of God to 
prepare for and enter upon his holy 
service. The class has since increased 
to its present number.

The course o f study, in addition to 
the regular course pursued in the 
school, has been so far chiefly biblical. 
We are just finishing a book of 542 
pages, “ Lectures on Theology,”  by 
Baboo Ishmaridass, a native mission
ary of the American Presbyterian 
Mission. It is written in the Persian 
character, and in the main is a most 
excellent work. It is very difficult to 
make out a regular course of study in 
this department, owing to the scarcity 
of theological literature to be found in 
the vernacular, but we hope to have as 
thorough a course as possible adopted 
by the conference in a short time. 
More than half of the class have al
ready begun to read the Scriptures in 
the bazar, and expound the same so far 
as they are able. (They go one at a 

time in company with an older brother.) 
They manifest much interest and zeal in the 
work, and some of them are succeeding very 
well indeed. How I would delight to have 
you see and understand them—those who a 
short time ago were ignorant heathen orphan 
boys, standing before hundreds of their coun
trymen, telling the story of the cross in an 
intelligent and earnest manner. I sometimes 
feel tired of teaching and the regular routine 
of duties connected with the institution, but 
never of this; I would like to devote all my 
time to this class. In the picture the Bible 
is open at the second Psalm; and as my eye 
glanced over the words, “  Why do the hea
then rage ?”  and then, “  Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inherit
ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession,”  I said, “  O my Saviour I thou 
hast purchased all this great heathen nation 
with thine own blood. These are all thine. 
Thou dost send us to bring them to thee.” 
Then, as I looked at those young men and 
boys, all of whom had solemnly promised to 
devote themselves to this work, and then on 
into the future, as class after class should be 
sent out, I said, “  Blessed Master, these shall 
all be brought to thee.”

I mentioned some time ago that we needed 
a theological seminary here, in connection 
with this institution, and suggested that the 
Church or some individual should endow the 
same, this Centenary year. What we want 
is a professorship and a number of scholar
ships. One man should be entirely devoted
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to this work. It should be here in connection 
with the orphanage, yet to a good extent 
separate from it. The orphanage would 
supply a good number of the students, while 
at the same time they could devote part of 
their time to their studies in the orphanage 
school, and, what is very important, be sup
ported by the orphanage. There would have 
to be no additional grounds secured, nor ex
pensive buildings erected, save a residence 
for the professor. There would have to be 
a residence built for the students who would 
come from without, but it would not be 
costly. There are not less than six young 
married men, whom I know to be anxious 
to come at once, and it would not be long 
before there would be twenty. The class 
could be increased to twenty before this 
reaches America, could we take the young 
men, and in a short time to a much larger 
number than this, which would be almost as 
large as some of our theological seminaries 
at home. These young men are none of 
them able to support themselves while at
tending the school; hence the necessity of 
the scholarships. An endowment which 
would realize 5,000 rupees, $2,500 per annum, 
would be large enough for many years to 
come. If there could be but seven per cent, 
realized, it would require an endowment of 
only $36,000; this, or $40,000, would be a 
very small sum with which to accomplish so 
much good. It would be a fountain in the 
midst of this heathen nation, from which the 
light and power of the gospel would flow out, 
and spread over this dark land, until it 
should reach aU these millions. Can there 
be anything more worthy of the centenary 
contributions, or that would result in bring
ing more souls to Christ, more glory to 
God ? T. S. J o h n s o n .

R e v . M e . J o n e s , a missionary from Be
nares, India, of the London Missionary 
Society, passed through our city in the latter 
part of July, to visit his parents in St. 
Louis, Missouri. Mr. Jones has spent nine 
years in India, and has formed a pleasant 
acquaintance with the most of our mission
aries, with whom he has spent much time.

R a il r o a d s .—These means of transit are 
! steadily progressing in India. The road 

from Calcutta to Delhi is complete, and in 
operation. Our attention is for the moment 
called to this matter by a sale at auction, in 
July, of some railroad cars which had been 
built in New York for India.

A F R I C A .
M iss io n  Schools in  A f k ic a .—The latest 

ad vices from our missions on the western 
coast o f Africa, received at the Mission 
Rooms, are up to May 17, in a letter from 
Rev. Bishop Roberts. He had been on a 
visit of supervision of the Mission Schools, 
but had not his report quite ready. He 
finds that traveling in Africa is very slow 
and fatiguing. There are no water con
veyances, except occasional sloops and 
steamers up and down the coast. There 
are no horses or cattle in Liberia; there is 
some little relief by canoe or small boats on 
the rivers.

The bishop found the schools pretty well 
supplied with teachers, but very much in

need of books. These the bishop had or
dered, and had sent the money to pay for 
them. They are now on the way to Liberia, 
and the bishop hopes good progress in all 
the schools when the books are received.

He represents the religious condition of 
the missions as fair; he does not give a 
glowing account, but finds grounds for en
couragement. He notes particularly that it 
is very difficult to make an impression on the 
adult or older natives, but has hope of the 
children, especially those who are being 
brought up on Bishop Scott’s plan in the 
families of the missionaries.

He represents the brethren of the confer
ence as diligent in their work, and cheered 
by some success. We await his report on 
the Mission Schools with much interest.

T he “ Edith Rose,”  which arrived from 
Monrovia July 26, had, among other pas
sengers, a married daughter of Rev. Bishop 
Roberts, and Rev. James Thompson.

Brother Thompson went out from Western 
New York some nine years ago, and entered 
upon missionary work there. He has been 
much occupied among the natives, and left a 
society of thirty in the charge which he oc
cupied at Mount Olive, a native station.

We received copies of the “ African Re
public,”  a new paper started in Monrovia. 
John Adam Clarke, the gentleman who prints 
the paper, was educated to his business by 
Mr. Walter P. Jayne, now printer of the 
American Bible Society, New York.

After the prospectus, the paper contains 
articles relating to the reception of the 
United States Minister Resident and Consul 
General, Hon. and Rev. John Seys, the 
African climate, an account of the daily pro
ceedings of the Liberia Mission Conference, 
and an interesting variety of items.

We notice with pleasure that Rev. Charles 
A. Pitman, 'a native who spent some two 
years in this country, was the reporter for 
the paper.

L ib e r ia .— L e t  a  M is s io n a r y  s p e a k  to  
t h e  C h u r c h .—The following letter comes 
to the Mission Rooms from Rev. James H. 
Deputes, a member of the Liberia Conference, 
Africa, stationed among the natives at a 
place called Mount Olivet. It is under date 
of April 27. He says:

Having an opportunity, I sit down, for 
the first time, to pen you a few lines, in order 
that you may hear something direct from our 
work here among the natives.

You no doubt have heard, from my prede
cessors and others connected with the work, 
of the rise and progress of the little Church 
established here in the wilderness among the 
natives in the year 1862 by the labors ol our 
deceased brother, J. D. Holley. From that 
time to the present the work h a s  continued 
to increase, and God has blessed the labors 
of his servants; and that little Church now

numbers fifty-seven full members and three 
probationers, all natives of this country, who 
have turned their backs upon their country 
habits, and become worshipers of the God 
of heaven.

These people are principally of the Bassa 
tribe, and since they have forsaken their 
former customs and exposed the foolish 
practices of their brethren, have had consid
erable opposition in their Christian pil
grimage.

Being natives, and just from the wilder
ness of sin, heathenism, and superstitious 
darkness, it is not to be supposed that these 
people are entirely free from imperfections. 
They, like many of our better informed 
people, have their faults, and among some 
these faults are many; but we are to look 
upon them as babes in the cause of Christ, 
taking into consideration where the gospel 
found them. But being strengthened by 
that “ bread that cometh down from heaven,”  
they are beginning to grow stronger in the 
things pertaining to their eternal salva
tion. We are surrounded by the heathen on 
every side, and many are the temptations 
that these people have to withstand to keep 
them from again turning from the right path. 
Among the members of this Church we have 
two native local preachers who can read and 
write a little, and one native exhorter. They 
are of great help in this work, as they can 
preach the gospel to the people in tlieir own 
language, and explain to them more under- 
standingly their duty to God, and the will 
of God concerning them. The people on 
this charge are mostly poor, and consequently 
they have to retain their former costume, 
namely, two yards of cloth for a dress, tied 
around their waist. Many of them are 
anxious to appear in civilized costume, but 
cloth has been so dear since the war in 
America that they are not able to purchase 
the common necessaries as yet. Leaving 
their country, and coming here as they did, 
they left everything they had behind, and 
they have had to begin anew in every thing.

We have a day-school here numbering 
twenty-seven scholars in all, twenty-two na
tives and five Americo-Liberians. It is a 
lamentable fact that this school is not pro
gressing as fast as might be expected, but it 
is on account of not having a sufficient supply 
of books to meet the demands of the school. 
This difficulty we have been laboring under 
ever since I have been upon this charge. -The 
native parents and guardians of the youths 
attending school do not appreciate education 
enough as yet to purchase books for their 
children, even if suitable books could be ob
tained in this country: though even the natives 
around us are now becoming more interested 
in the education of their children. Schools 
are called for from the far interior, as the 
natives think that if their children have edu
cation it will enable them to find money. 
They are more anxious for schools than for 
the preaching of the gospel, for they say it 
they join a Church they will break their 
country’s laws, and their children will not 
again return to the country. They do not 
for a moment consider that education will 
convince them that the foolish things they 
worship are not the true God, and that it 
will finally lead to civilization. A short time 
time since, in conversation with an old man 
in the country about turning to God, his 
reply was that u he was too old for God,”  
but he wanted his children to learn book. 
He has two sons in school, and both are 
members of the Church. I must now close. 
Hoping that you are well, 1 submit this to 
your consideration.
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C H I N A .  '
A  N a t iv e  C h in e s e  M in is t r y .—The read

er will be somewhat surprised, possibly, when 
he reads the following recommendation of 
the Quarterly Meeting Conference of our 
Mission at Foochow of Sia Sek Ong for ad
mittance, on trial in the North Ohio Confer
ence. It gives us pleasure to say that 
half a dozen or more of native Chinese breth
ren have been admitted to the annual confer
ences at home. We remember one each in 
Newark, Black River, Vermont, Indiana, and 
North Ohio Conferences, and another one 
on the way. They will increase from year 
to year until, in a generation or two at most, 
the ministry in our work in China will be 
entirely native.

But the Church at home will naturally 
ask, Are these young Chinamen intelligent 
and pious? An answer, in part, may be 
found in the letter following the recommend
ation of Brother Sia Sek Ong, and written 
by him to our bishops and ministers. It is 
very beautifully written in Chinese character, 
and is translated by Brother Sites, and for
warded to the Mission Rooms. It is hoped 
that it will be widely and carefully read, as 
an indication of the experience and piety of 
native young Christians in our Chinese work. 
We give the documents just as they were 
received at the Mission Rooms, through 
Bishop Baker.

Foocfiow, China, May 8, 1867. 
Rev. Bishops Baker and Thomson:

B e l o v e d  F a t h e r s  : We take pleasure in 
forwarding to you the name of Sia Sek Ong, 
who was duly examined before and unani
mously recommended by the Hoking Tong 
Quarterly Conference, as a probationer, to 
the North Ohio Annual Conference of the 
M. E. Church.

Done in the city of Foochow, China, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-seven.

R. S. M a play, Superintendent.
N. S ite s , Preacher in Charge*

S ia  S e e  O n g , Secretary.
March 16, 1867.

The following is a translation of the ac
companying letter, written at my request for 
transmission to you by Sia Sek Ong, the 
native helper above recommended to confer
ence. N. Sites.

“ The servant of Jesus Christ, Sia Sek 
Ong. Long have I thought upon your 
goodly example, and greatly desired to com
municate with you.

“  I gladly receive your instructions, and 
with longing desires meditate on them; and 
sometimes in my dreams I think of and com
mune with you bishops, ministers, and breth
ren far, far away, mighty, and built up in 
the faith, and happiness multiplied. Verily,

' the Lord doth carefully regard the good.
Your country and mine are so widely 

separated, that communication, even by let 
ter, is difficult; hence, I beseech yon not to 
put it to my charge that our mutual greet
ings have been so few.

“  But now opportunity offers I presume 
to write a few lines, sending you my humble 
greetings, and laying before you something

of my little experience, hoping for your in
dulgence as you examine it.

“  Formerly my humble profession was 
school-teaching in and near my native vil
lage. My heart was dark and ignorant, 
never having known or meditated about the 
salvation of man, or considered the Lord of 
all things. But providentially I met with 
Rev. N. Sites, who came to my humble coun
try teaching the holy Scriptures.

“  I was with him a half year, (as Chinese 
teacher,) and my dark mind was partly en
lightened. The following year I taught a 
native school in a heathen village, teaching 
the children in daytime, and searching the 
Scriptures at night. Day after day, and 
month after month, the light shone more" 
clearly. I was enabled to repent of my past 
sins, and to earnestly pray for forgiveness, 
casting away idolatry, reverencing aud wor
shiping God. Trusting in the Saviour Jesus, 
through the mercy of God I received the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten and change my heart, at 
that time not only repenting of my own sins, 
but also sorrowing for the many people yet 
dwelling in darkness. Thus the love of 
Christ constrained me; greatly desiring to 
save my brethren, my kindred after the flesh, 
together with my countrymen. I could not 
keep back my tongue from speaking, hence, 
after teaching the hours of school, the rest 
of my time I preached to my friends and 
neighbors. Many men ridiculed, and many 
blasphemed ; but, thanks to the grace of our 
Lord who strengthened me, I was kept from 
being moved. The following year I received 
baptism, in accordance with the Church 
ritual, and gradually our whole family (my 
wife, father, and three brothers) became 
members of the Church, and now at this 
time words cannot express onr happiness. 
Again must I give thanks to the grace of our 
Lord in not despising my want of ability, in 
that he hath called me to' the ministry. 
First I labored in the Ming Chiang District, 
(forty miles distant,) but now in the provin
cial city of Foochow. Through the blessing 
of the Lord at this time the way for the gos
pel is opening in this great city, and the 
light gradually increasing.

“  But the office of the ministry is a burden 
so weighty that I cannot bear it alone, and 
I trust the Lord will aid me, and beseech 
you, honored bishops and ministers, to pray 
for me, that the Holy Spirit may give unto 
me wisdom and strength to willingly bear 
the yoke to the end, and then in the glories 
of heaven with all dear brethren meet, aud 
together forever dwell.

“ Venerable teachers, might I hope to re
ceive from your hand a few lines of admoni
tion and fatherly counsel ?

“ Greetings to you all, bishops, ministers, 
and brethren. Amen.

“ A: D. 1867. Tung Che, sixth year, third 
month, and fourth day.

“  M. E. Mission Church, China, Fookien 
Province, An Kwang District, Yekiong 
Village.

“ The servant of Christ,
“  Sia  Sek  Ong.”

S C A N D I N A V I A .
S u n d a y -S c h o o ls  in  C o p e n h a g e n , D e n 

m a rk .— It is pleasing and profitable to see 
how the Sunday-school springs up and flour
ishes in our various missions at home and 
abroad, and spreads through the world its 
own peculiar spiritual and social civilization; 
a civilization that occupies a middle place

between the family and the Church. Made 
up of children and youth, it delights not 
only to receive religious instruction, but also 
delights in the vivacity and sports peculiar 
to youth, chastened with a sense of religion. 
About one year ago our Sunday-school in 
our mission in Copenhagen was effectually 
re-organized under the supervision of the 
Rev. P. K. Rye, and has risen from twenty 
to two hundred aud twenty. They made 
their first anniversary the occasion o f an ex
cursion into the country. Of this Brother 
Rye sends to the Mission Rooms the follow
ing account:

In the morning the school gathered in the 
basement of our church, and with flying ban
ners walked along the ramparts to the depot, 
where we took the cars to Klampenborg, a 
celebrated bathing place five miles from Co
penhagen. The day was spent in partaking 
of good things both temporally and spirit
ually. The weather was charming, and we 
did not return until a late hour at night. 
Several parents of children outside of our 
society went with us into the woods, and en
joyed themselves very much. The money 
necessary to take the children and feed them 
during the day, was collected from children 
and parents both in and out of our society. 
One family outside of our society gave us 
ten rix dollars, a young lady gave us five, 
etc. It cost us in all about eighty rix dollars.

I hereby send you a little paper, published 
for our anniversary occasion, containing a 
greeting from the superintendent of the Sun
day-school to the children, parents, and 
teachers; a Sunday-school hymn which we 
sung in the woods; and the names of officers, 
teachers, and scholars. I also send you a 
copy of “ Berlingske Fidende,”  the first 
paper in the kingdom, and the official organ 
of the government, which, for July 10th, 
contains a notice of our Sunday-school, which 
when translated reads as follows:

“  The Sunday-school of the Methodist So
ciety has, on the 8th inst., celebrated its first 
anniversary. On this occasion the school 
has given out a paper, which, besides a beau
tiful greeting to the children, parents, and 
teachers, from Rev. P. K. Rye, the super
intendent of the Sunday-school, gives the 
names of the officers, teachers, and scholars 
of the fourteen or fifteen classes into which 
the school is organized. The classes are not 
numbered, but have names, such as ‘ The 
Good Samaritan,’ ‘ Lovers of Truth,5 ‘ Pre
cious Pearls,’ ‘ The Star of Bethlehem,’ 
‘ Pearl Gatherers,’ ‘ Northern Lights,’ ‘ The 
North Star,’ ‘ The Busy Bees,’ ‘ The Little 
Corporal,’ ‘ The Little Gleaners,5 etc., and 
each one has a motto taken from Scripture. 
By counting we find that the school is at
tended by seventy-nine boys and one hundred 
and forty-three girls. The school is held 
every Sunday at twelve o’clock, in the Meth
odist Church in Copenhagen, and is free 
for all. The instruction seems to be exclu
sively of a religious nature.”

Several other daily papers contain notices 
of our Sunday-school to the same purport as 
the above.

B ish o p  K in g s l e y .—We have received at 
the Mission Rooms the gratifying intelligence 
that Bishop Kingsley arrived in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, Saturday, July 13, and spent Sun
day, July 14, with the mission. At twelve
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o’clock he visited the flourishing Sunday- 
school, containing two hundred and twenty 
children, and gave them a hearty address, 
through an interpreter, of course. At six 
o’clock the bishop preached to all the En
glish-speaking people of the congregation, 
among whom were the American minister 
and his lady. After a brief stay of a day or 
two he departed for Stockholm, and thence 
to Norway, in company with Brother C. 
Willerup, superintendent.

NEW YORK, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER IT, 186Ï.

MISSION CONFERENCE OF GER
MANY AND SWITZERLAND.

A t  the conclusion of this article will be 
found condensed and encouraging informa
tion from our work in Germany and Switzer
land, furnished by Rev. Dr. Jacoby.

Further and more minute proceedings of 
the conference have been reported to the 
Mission Rooms by the secretary of the con
ference, the Rev. C. H. Doering. These 
proceedings are mainly in the shape of reso
lutions passed by the conference.

The most important matter was the loca
tion and erection of the Martin Missionary 
Institute. It was determined to build it in 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, provided the Prus
sian government would grant the liberty 
and privileges necessary, which was not 
doubted. A strong committee was provided 
to carry into effect the wishes o f the con
ference.

The conference passed a hearty vote of 
thanks to Brother Martin for his munificent 
donation ; and also a vote of thanks to their 
people for the liberal contributions to the 
Institute, and requesting a continuance of the 
same. A  very well deserved and warm res
olution was passed, thanking the professors 
for their services, and also thanking Sister 
Jacoby, the governess of the house.

From the papers forwarded we are assur
ed that the late war in Germany has much 
enlarged their field and scope of missionary 
labor, and this has inspired the conference 
with increased zeal. They most heartily 
thank the society for its continued and lib
eral support of their work ; and give special 
thanks to the Board for sending Rev. Dr. 
Hurst to supply the place of the Rev. Dr. 
Warren, (whose services they remember 
with warmth and gratitude,) as principal of 
the Martin Mission Institute.

The reports from the conference to the 
Mission Rooms will give increased confi
dence to the Church at home.

Our increase is 397 members in full con
nection, 161 on trial, in all 558 members; 
22 Sunday-schools, with 604 scholars. We 
have now 4,302 full members, and 1,626 on 
trial; 139 Sunday-schools, 5,868 scholars. 
The collections we raised last year amounted 
to $14,880 in gold. A  brother who did not 
wish to give his name, presented through 
Brother Nippert, for the Preachers’ Aid So
ciety, 332 thalers, probably about $240 
in gold.

T e e  P r o p e r  M e t h o d  o p  M is s io n a r y  
E x t e n s io n .—We have repeatedly said that 
the true theory of missions is, following the 
•apostolic example, to send out apostolic mis
sionaries to gather native Churches, and 
from these to raise up a native ministry, first 
to preach the word, and then to take the 
pastoral oversight o f the native Churches. 
This, we rejoice to say, is apparently ap
proaching in our China mission. Under 
date o f May 3, communications have been 
received at the Mission Rooms in regard 
to the extension of our missionary work 
beyond the Fokien Province, into the ad
joining province on the west, Kiang Si. 
In these communications Dr. Maclay, super
intendent, says :

God has so blessed our labors in the Fo
kien Province, and has raised up so many 
native helpers for us in the ministry, that, in 
the judgment of this mission, our present 
corps of missionaries is sufficient for the effi
cient prosecution of our work in this province.

The progress of the mission has been very 
satisfactory the past year or two. On one 
Sunday, in thé cowity, the superintendent 
baptized twenty-eight adults and a child or 
two. The increase of membership is ex
pected to be large this year, say one hundred, 
and the people are increasing in their contri
butions toward the support of the missions. 
A  living, well-organized, and growingChurch 
is coming into being ; and the brethren in 
China have quite come to the conclusion, 
that with the native helpers they can carry 
on the work in their present province ; and 
with the reinforcements about to go forward 
(Brothers Todd and Lowry) they hope to 
extend their mission into the city of Kinki- 
ang, the capital o f the adjoining province of 
Kiang Si. They wait for authority from 
home to make this advanced movemeut. 
They state that this extension will not ma
terially increase the expenditure of the mis
sion, as they will send two of the men 
already assigned to their present work, whose 
salaries will have to be paid, and provision 
made for their residence, and the prosecution 
of their work, whether they remain in Foo
chow or establish themselves in Kinkiang. 
It is hoped that this movement far into the 
interior, if authorized by the General Mis
sionary Committee, will give new life and 
increased zeal to the brethren in China, who 
are already divinely cheered and supported 
by their recent success.

T U R K E Y .

A nother “ C ornelius.”—Such a one as 
sent for Peter to Joppa, and who was the 
first man in Bulgaria who ever sent an in
vitation to Brother Long, as a minister of 
Christ, to come into his house. It is with

no ordinary gratitude to the Father of mer
cies that we look upon the face of this man, 
with his wife and three children, who are in 
photograph before us. Brother Long went 
to his house, where, in true Oriental style, 
they washed his feet, and set refreshments 
before him, and afterward called together a 
hundred or more of the neighbors to hear “ all 
things commanded ” by the missionary of God.

Brother Long’s account of this meeting 
will be read with good cheer: “ My table 
was placed in a large and beautiful room; 
a row of chairs at my right and at my left, 
and a large divan behind me, were occupied 
by middle-aged and elderly men—men of 
standing and influence in society—among 
them the oldest schoolmaster in the city, the 
very man who raised such a persecution 
when I first commenced to preach in Listof. 
In a room, the door of which was directly in 
front of me, were collected a number of old 
women, and mothers with young children ; 
while a large hall adjoining it, and opening 
into the central room where I stood, was 
crowded full of young women, standing and 
pressing eagerly forward to catch every 
word. An open door upon my right also 
showed me a large room, literally packed full 
of young men and boys, and just before me 
stood a double row of bright and beautiful 
little boys and girls.

“  It was an hour which I shall never for. 
get. I felt as I  had never felt before the 
responsibility of preaching to a congrega
tion the majority of whom had never before 
listened to a gospel sermon, and my divine 
Master gave me strength to preach to that 
interesting assembly as I never before had 
spoken to any congregation. I took for my 
text 1 Corinthians i, 23, and all present man
ifested the most intense interest, and I felt 
that I might never have another opportunity 
of presenting to them Christ crucified. I 
limited myself to no modern twenty-five 
minutes’ rule, but spoke to them over an 
hour, during which time not the slightest 
sign of weariness escaped any one, even of 
those who were compelled to remain all the 
while standing. A  deep solemnity pervaded 
the whole assembly, and when at the close I 
pronounced the benediction, all the older 
persons present responded reverently and 
fervently, Amen! I returned to my lodg
ings, praising God for this most blessed 
evening of my missionary experience.”

Come and See.—W e have before us a 
class, in photograph, of some seventeen Bul
garian and Turkish youths that our mission
ary, Rev. Dr. Long, has from time to time 
been instrumental in placing in Christian 
schools and colleges. One of them is now 
in this country, (we have spoken of him 
within a few weeks past,) and is deeply in
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terested in the Christian public worship, the 
Sunday-school work, and the class-meetings, 
which he is looking into. Another member 
of the class, who had just reached the stage 
of graduation, passed away from earth; the 
others, in various stages of their studies, are 
passing on to the period of life’s more earn
est activities. Let prayer be made for them 
that the seed of the kingdom, the work of 
God, may spring up in them, and prevail by 
the power of the Spirit to their conversion, 
and that they may be witnesses for Jesus. 
“  Ask of me ! ” and “  Pray the Lord of the 
harvest! ”  is the teaching which the Church 
should ever bear in mind if she would see 
our Lord “ inherit all nations.”

Cheistxans in the East.—Lord Stanley 
has put the Ottoman divan on its trial. He 
has taken the evidence of twenty-seven wit- 
nesses, between diplomatic and consular 
agents in her majesty’s service, and has al
lowed the sultan, or, for him, Fuad Pasha, to 
plead his own cause. Reports have been 
laid before the House of Commons, with a 
view to ascertain to what extent the stipu
lations of the treaty of L856, relative to the 
treatment of the Greeks and other Christian 
subjects of the sultan, have been observed. 
Independent of the important international 
questions involved, these documents possess 
no ordinary interest as a minute and, we 
believe, faithful picture of oriental life. Set
ting aside unavoidable individual preposses
sions, there is sufficient unanimity in the 
testimony arising from so great a variety of 
observers to enable us to come to a safe con
clusion—a conclusion confirmatory of what 
most of us have always thought on the sub
ject, that it is the earnest wish, and also 
utterly beyond the power, of the Ottoman 
government to do good.

“  To those,” says Lord Lyons, “  who re
member what Turkey was thirty or forty 
years ago, the improvement of the position 
of the Christians, and in particular the 
change in the bearing of the sovereign and 
of the high Ottoman functionaries, appear 
immense.” And Consul Moore tells us pith
ily from Jerusalem, that the Greek and other 
Christian subjects of the sultan there receive 
the same general treatment as their Moham
medan fellow-subjects. Intelligence to the 
same effect could be quoted from Beyrout, 
from Aleppo, from all the other great centers 
where the authority of the government is 
most felt, and where the Christians have the 
protection of foreign consuls to rely upon. 
Away from the large towns there is chaos, a 
conflict of the old implacable qjements, the 
perpetual strife between strength and cun
ning. The crying evil is not tyranny, but 
anarchy, and it is as grievously felt by the 
Mussulman as by the rayah. Indeed, the 
former is to a certain extent worse off than 
the latter, inasmuch as the Christian has his 
consul to fly to for redress, while the Mus
sulman “  is not in the habit of seeking for
eign aid or sympathy.”

“ With respcct to religious freedom and

toleration,”  says Consul Palgrave, from Tre- 
bizond, “  the Christian subjects have no 
cause for complaint. A  firman is, indeed, 
required for the erection of a new church, 
but so it is also for a new mosque, and it is 
granted, perhaps with too much facility in 
either case. Bells are put up and rung, 
crosses and pictures carried about, and eccle
siastical dresses worn everywhere and open
ly.”  The exceptions are very rare, and 
Consul Skene, from Aleppo, may well assert 
that “ religious toleration on the part of the 
government exists in a degree not equaled 
in all European communities.”  All diversi
ties of costume, the badges of inferiority of 
the subject races, have disappeared. Every 
one of the sultan’s subjects may wear any 
garment or head gear he has a fancy to, ex
cept only the green turban, the peculiar dis
tinction of the descendants of the Prophet, 
which is equally prohibited to the believer 
or the giaour. Opprobrious names of the 
nature of the one which has just fallen from 
our pen have gone into desuetude, except 
“  among the ignorant classes, who often use 
them from mere habit, and without intention 
of offense.”  The most serious grievance 
complained of is the rejection of Christian 
evidence in some of the courts of law; even 
in some of those mixed tribunals in which 
Christians are allowed to sit as magistrates, 
though hitherto only in a minority.

At Smyrna Christian evidence is admitted 
at the Grand Council, the Criminal Court, 
the Property Court, and the Central Court. 
It is refused at the so-called “ Judges’ 
Court,” in cases in which a Mussulman is in
terested. In extenuation of this flagrant 
violation of the firman of 1856, it is urged 
that Christian evidence is especially excluded 
in those civil tribunals which partake of the 
nature of Ecclesiastical Courts, and in which 
the precepts of the Koran stand in the way 
of worldly justice, as the canons do in Ro
man law courts; but the real reason must 
be sought deeper, in the thorough, and not 
altogether ill-grounded contempt which 
every Mussulman must at heart entertain for 
Greek veracity ; for even in the estimation 
of Consul Calvert, from Monastir, a witness 
by no means partial to the Turk, “  the relig
ion that the four rival sects of the Christian 
population profess seems incapable of incul
cating principles of truth and honesty. Ly
ing and deceit are as habitual to them as 
eating and drinking.”  But, however wound
ed in his self-esteem, the Greek suffers no 
serious inconvenience from the disabilities he 
labors under in a court of law. “  The evil 
consequences of the defects in the Turkish 
administration ofjustice,” we learn, “  are not 
felt by the Christian alone; the Mussulman 
suffers as much from them.”

If a Turk has an advantage over a Greek 
adversary in the religious sympathy of his 
judges, the Greek has generally more money 
to bribe them with; and if the Greek has 
not the advantage of supporting his case by 
Christian evidence, he has an equal facility 
of suborning Mussulman witnesses ready to 
swear to anything for a couple of dollars.”
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An instance in the dispatch of Vice-Consul 
Sankey, from Kustenje, speaks volumes: “ In 
the district of Toulka, governed by a Kai 
makam and the usual mixed tribunals, a 
Christian peasant, last winter, lost three 
horses, which he afterward saw in the pos
session of a Mussulman belonging to another 
village. The plaintiff was desired to pro
duce witnesses to prove that the horses be
longed to him. He offered the testimony of 
every man in his village, any of whom could 
swear to the horses; but he must produce 
two Turks. It was in vain that he insisted 
that no Turks lived in his village. No 
Turks, no horses; so it ended by his being 
obliged to pay £3 to two Turks to bear wit
ness that the horses belonged to him, al
though every man in the so-called Court of 
Justice knew that the witnesses never had 
seen either the man or his horses.”

Complaints of any aggravation of the 
taxes upon the Christians seem to have no 
foundation whatever. From the duty on 
pigs the Mussulmans are, indeed, of course, 
exempt; but then they pay more than their 
share for sheep.; and as to wine and liquors, 
the consumption is not so unequal between 
the two denominations as readers of the 
Arabian Nights might suppose. The only 
real tax exclusively falling upon the Chris
tians is that by which they purchase freedom 
from military service. It only amounts to 
about four shillings for every grown-up male, 
and the alternative is given between that and 
personal service. Exemption from the latter 
burden is considered as a great privilege of 
the Christians, and is an object of very nat
ural envy to their Mohammedan fellow-sub
jects. It would be impossible to deny, 
however, that, in remote districts, the ani
mosity between the ruling and the subject 
race shows hardly any perceptible symptoms 
of abatement. But, although the Turks are 
certainly no angels to the Greeks and other 
Christians, we have every reason to believe 
that the latter are perfect demons to each 
other. Nothing can come up to the theolog
ical hatred, to the fraud and rapacity of 
priests and bishops, or to the fiendish arts 
with which they play on the worst passions 
of the Mussulmans, and instigate them 
against their brethren. “ Very little prog
ress,”  Lord Lyons concludes, “  has been 
mado toward enabling the Christians to 
feel that the Ottoman government is, as re
gards them, a national government. They 
submit to it as a less evil than anarchy and 
confusion; and each Christian race appears 
to value it chiefly as a safeguard against 
what appears to each the great object of 
dread, the domination of any other Christian 
races in the empire.”

It is well that those politicians who are in 
so great a hurry for the overthrow of the 
Ottoman empire, should bear in mind the 
probable consequences of such a consumma
tion. Already the long continuance of the 
^Dretan insurrection, which the Mussulman, 
no matter with what justice, attributes to 
Greek propagandise», has given rise to great 
exasperation, and has reawakened enmities



46 M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E .
which had long slumbered. Iu many prov
inces, as we learn from Consul Sandison, of 
Brussa, the Turks are not only preparing for 
a hard fight, but also determined “  to be be
forehand with their domestic enemies among 
the Christians.”  For the sake of humanity 
all men must wish that the struggle in Crete 
should terminate one way or another. Should 
it spread to other parts of the empire, it is 
doubtful whether all the Christian races com
bined could, unaided, get the upper hand of 
their Mohammedan dominators, but should 
they even obtain the victory, it is almost cer
tain they would use it in endless internecine 
discords, and that all efforts for independence 
would lead to such a state as Crete is now 
well-nigh reduced to, the total depopulation 
and ruin of the country.—Loudon Times.

D E L A W A R E  C O N F E R E N C E .
T h is  conference is composed entirely of 

colored men. We had the pleasure of at
tending its recent session in Chestei’town, on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland, July 24, 
1S67. The religious services usual at the 
opening of an annual conference were ob
served ; and upon calling the roll, as we 
counted the call, there were thirty-six preach
ers on the list. The ordinary committees 
were appointed, and the whole machinery 
of an annual conference was in working 
order without delay or friction. The con
ference was a company of robust men, giving 
evidence of good, strong common sense, but 
wanting culture. It could not have been 
otherwise considering the circumstances 
under which they had lived.

The colored people of the town seemed to 
be in good condition: some of them were 
the owners of several thousand dollars’ worth 
of property. One of our people was men
tioned as worth twelve thousand dollars. 
They are building a new church, which will 
have the best audience room of any church 
in town. It is not finished; but the audience 
room was so far complete as to accommodate 
the conference and the congregation during 
public worship.

W e had an opportunity of explaining to 
them our missionary policy and work ; and 
insisted that they must help themselves, and 
look to the Missionary Society for what may 
be absolutely necessary, after they have 
done all they could. We urged them to re
member that no people were ever redeemed 
and elevated except by their own force and 
fidelity j that the people of African descent 
must accomplish the Christian civilization of 
their own race in this land. It was a grati
fication to learn that they had a pretty clear 
conception of their duty in this respect, and 
that their missionary contributions gave evi
dence that they were cultivating the spirit 
of benevolence. Their contributions were 
very liberal when compared with their ability.

The conference missionary meeting was 
held Thui’sday evening. It was not an an
niversary > for they had not yet organized 
the conference into an auxiliary missionary 
society. But they took steps to do so, and 
thus come into regular line with the older 
conferences. At this meeting two of the 
younger brethren spoke, and gave evidence 
of good natural talents, but wanting train
ing. This they will acquire. I ought to 
have said that one of those young brethren 
was a member of the Washington Confer
ence of colored men ; the other was the sec
retary of the Delaware Conference. We 
took part in the missionary meeting.

We found a good feeling existing between 
the white and colored people, the white 
people treating the colored with considera
tion and kindness, and the colored people 
treating the white with much of that respect 
and deference which they had been accus
tomed to show in the days of their humilia
tion and bondage. But there did not appear 
any marked change in their intercourse with 
each other.

The bishop (Janes) remarked that there 
were more men offering than they could re
ceive for want of means to support them. 
But the enlargement of the popular basis and 
pecuniary support, upon which the conference 
will come to rest, will supply more largely 
the means of support.

D O M E STIC  M ISSIO N S.
R e v . 1ST. L. B b a k e m a n  makes the follow

ing as his second quarterly report of the 
missions under his care in the New Orleans 
district of the Mississippi Mission Confer
ence :

1. Ames M. M  Church (consolidated 
with the “ Fourth District” ) nas 96 mem
bers, 18 probationers, and 2 Sunday-schools, 
with 160 scholars, being an increase during 
the quarter of 5 members, 3 probationers, and
20 Sunday-school scholars. The new church 
is progressing finely. The chapel will be 
dedicated about the first of August, the 
main building in October.

2. Wesley Chapel reports 1,339 members, 
169 on trial, 2 Sunday-schools, 250 in regu
lar attendance. Increase of 14 members, 40 
on trial, and 40 in Sunday-school.

3. First-street reports 421 members, 61 on 
trial, and 260 in Sunday-school. Increase of
21 members, 5 on trial, and 27 in Sunday- 
schooL

4. Marais-streef has 807 meinbers, 57 on 
trial, and 150 Sunday-school scholars. In
crease of 40 members, 10 on trial.

5. Carrollton and Jefferson reports 200 
members, 75 on trial, and 100 in Sunday- 
school. Increase 60 members, 11 on trial, 
and 24 in Sunday-school

6. La Harpestreet has 82 members, 46 on 
trial, 61 in Sunday-schooL Increase of 12 
members, 16 on trial, and 23 in Sunday- 
school.

7. Qreatman-rtreet has 200 members, 50 
on trial, and 56 in Sunday-schooL Increase

of 147 members, 40 on trial, and 46 in Sun
day-school.

8. Baton Rouge and vicinity, 161 mem
bers, 41 on trial, and 120 iu Sunday-school. 
Increase 12 members, 29 on trial, and 60 in 
Sunday-school.

9. Clinton and vicinity, 130 members, 29 
on trial, and 75 in Sunday-school. Increase 
29 members, 19 on trial, and 25 in Sunday- 
schooL

10. Moss Chapel, 46 members, 32 on trial, 
47 in Sunday-school, all new.

11. Simeon's Chapel, 37 members, 18 on 
trial, no Sunday-school.

12. Houghton's Plantation, 100 members, 
12 on trial.

13. Mandeville, 47 members, 17 on trial, 
40 in Sunday-schooL

14. Pass Christian Circuit, 117 members, 
39 on trial, 60 in Sunday-school.

15. Campbell's Circuit, 31 members, 26 
on trial, 20 in Sunday-schooL

Total, 4,814 members, 690 on trial, 929 in 
Sunday-school.

Increase, 1,674 members, 90 on trial, 40 
in Sunday-school.

An encouraging increase, all things con
sidered.

R e m a r k s .—I have made the figures of the 
district reported at conference last fall the 
basis of calculation. The increase this year 
has been as I report it, though I am certain 
that the figures in both Wesley Chapel and 
Marais-street Chapel are exaggerated, as they 
stand in the Minutes of Conference; but I 
can’ t get the exact numbers.

The appointments, from 10 to 15, are all 
new, having been organized this year.

St. Mary’s-street has organized a Sunday- 
school of forty scholars, and we hope, during 
the coming quarter, to secure a place of 
worship and organize the society.

The effort to keep up the “ Fourth Dis
trict”  (Brother Henry s appointment) has 
failed , and the Sunday-school is all that re
mains of that appointment. Brother Henry 
preached but twice during the quarter, 
Brother M’Donald, Dr. Daily, and myself 
performing the preaching in Eagle Hall.

The Greatman-street Church has pur
chased a second-hand church and two lots for 
$4,000, paying half down, and the rest in one 
and two years. The house will seat four 
hundred and fifty or five hundred persons, 
and is well worth the money.

During the quarter I paid my first visit to 
Clinton, and found that the minister sent 
there this year had left the work, and many 
of the members, left without a pastor, had 
gime back to the Church South. A  local 
preacher, the entire official board, and over 
one hundred members, however, had stood 
firm, awaiting my coming. They rallied at 
my call, we had a good meeting, and they 
are now building a church. Nearly all who 
strayed away are returning to us.

My visit was the first they had ever had 
from a presiding elder of the M. E. Church, 
though the society there had been organized 
early last year by the preacher in charge. I 
expect to now visit them regularly each 
quarter. I have put the local preacher there 
in charge of the work.

I have visited and preached at some other 
points not mentioned above, but do not re
port them, the organizations not being yet 
perfected. I hope to have them in my next 
report.

I am truly grateful to God for his good
ness in giving his pleasure any degree of 
prosperity in my hands, and I feel encour
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aged to toil on in the good work. The 
preachers are all in good health, and toiling 
heroically. Our schools closed June 15, but 
will reopen in October. I hope to be able 
to present a more complete and satisfactory 
report next quarter.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
O b e g o n .— T h e  Y a k im a  N a t i o n .— Their 

reservation embraces perhaps two thousand 
square miles, a large portion of which is 
good for farming and grazing purposes. 
Rev. Dr. Benson, editor of the Pacific 
Christian Advocate, has recently visited this 
nation of Indians, and, as the results of his 
observation are of vast importance to the 
Christian citizens of the United States at this 
juncture, when the government is deeply 
agitated with the prospect of a general war, 
and by the conflicting opinions of leading 
minds as to the policy to be adopted and 
settled as a finality for the treatment of this 
j>ortion of our population, we do not see that 
we can render a better service than by 
putting before our readers the most of the 
doctor’s article.

The Yakima Valley is sufficiently extensive 
to afford homes for all the Indians that be
long to the reservation. This valley is well 
watered. The Topuish and the Simcoe riv
ers are streams which meander through the 
entire length of the valley, and pour into the 
Yakima river. There are many other creeks, 
rivulets, and living springs of immense value 
to the country. There are three thousand 
two hundred Indians belonging to the reser
vation, tlie most of whom regard the country 
as their permanent home.

Residences.—About one thousand of the 
people, live in cabins or houses which have 
been erected by themselves, aided and en
couraged by Rev. J. PI. Wilbur, who is 
government agent and missionary as well. 
He has spent about seven years with these 
people, about half the time as superintendent 
of instruction, and the last three years as 
agent and missionary.

Agents Example.—Under his special di
rections the Indians have been taught, en
couraged, and aided in adopting the habits 
and acquiring the arts of civilized life. lie 
has gone with his plows and teams of oxen, 
and has taught them how to cultivate the 
soil. He has given the head men whole
some examples, assuring them that labor and 
industry are honorable. His readiness to 
hold the plow, swing the ax, drive the teams, 
and sow the seed, has been most salutary 
in convincing them that even a tyee may 
•work without losing caste.

Farms, Stock, and Implements.—At the 
present time there are about two thousand 
acres of land cultivated by the Indiaus as 
their own, besides two farms that are mana
ged by the Indian department. The farms 
are small, but fruitful. The crops of wheat, 
oats, and grass, and the patches of vegeta
bles, promise a fruitful yield the present 
year. The agent encourages every Indian 
to select his piece of ground, build him a 
cabin, and go to work. Teams and plows 
are sent to assist in breaking the ground. 
We saw an immense plow, drawn by eight 
pairs of cattle, turning over the rich soil, and 
managed by the natives alone. They have

about a thousand American cattle, mostly 
cows, and this number is constantly increas
ing. Their wealth is in horses; the whole 
number is about ten thousand. The agent is 
making successful efforts for the improve
ment of the live stock, introducing larger 
and better breeds.

Many of the Indians have good wagons, 
plows, harrows, rakes, and other necessary 
implements of husbandry.

Trades,—At the garrison there are me
chanic shops in which-youths are learning 
trades. We visited the blacksmith shop, the 
wagon shop, the saddler and shoe shop, and 
the gunsmith shop. Many lads and young 
men have acquired considerable skill in these 
several branches of business.

The School is taught by Rev. A. C. Fair
child, and seems to be doing well. We 
heard recitations in reading, geography, and 
arithmetic. The lads and misses seem bright 
and happy. They are clothed and boarded, 
and taught to work—the boys to work in 
the garden and the field, and the girls in the 
kitchen and with the needle.

The employees at the station are all friends 
of the Indians, and heartily co-operate with 
the agent in the physical, intellectual and 
moral improvement of the people with whom 
they live.

Dr. Farnsworth, with his pills and boluses, 
is on hand to cure the ills to which the Indian 
flesh is heir.

Mills.—On the Simcoe there are flouring- 
mills which grind all the flour required, and 
saw-millfs which make all the lumber required 
in the nation.

In passing about through the valley we 
visited a number of native families, many of 
whom we found living in comfort.

Religion.—On the table, in the first house 
Ave entered, we saw the Bible, a Methodist 
hymn book, and a copy of the Pacific Christian 
Advocate. The sight did us good. Religious 
services are held regularly at the station, in 
English in the morning, and in the jargon or 
Clickitat language in the afternoon; and class 
and prayer meeting in the evening. In two 
other places religious services are held regu
larly by native exhorters, two of whom are 
educated. At those points lumber is now 
on the ground for the erection of comfortable 
houses of worship. They will be completed 
before the rainy season sets in. The logs 
were cut and taken to the mill, and the lum
ber then drawn to the chosen sites for the 
churches by the natives themselves.

On Saturday, at 2 P. M., we had meeting 
at the house of Joe Stwyres, who is a lead
ing man of the nation and a devoted Chris
tian. There were probably one hundred and* 
fifty persons present, to whom Father Waller 
preached in jargon; St wyres interpreted the 
discourse into the Clickitat tongue. The 
writer then gave a short talk, Father Wilbur 
serving as interpreter. After we had talked, 
the red brothers and Bisters occupied about 

»an hour in the relation of Christian experi
ence. They rejoiced to meet visiting min
isters. They remembered Father W .; some 
of them knew him when he was a missionary 
at the Dalles, twenty years ago. A  few of 
them, when infants, had been baptized by 
him. They alluded to the early labors of 
Lee and Perkins and their colaborers, with 
much feeling. Then they were in the dark, 
as men having “ no eyes,” “  no ears,” and 
“ no hearts.” Some of them had received a 
little light, but had gone back into the dark. 
Father Wilbur had taught them; the Good 
Spirit had opened their eyes, and now their 
hearts were glad. While speaking there

were evidences of deep emotion. One lad 
seemed deeply penitent, and asked the prayers 
of all Christians.

Corner-stone.—At the close of the talk we 
all proceeded to the chosen site for one of 
the new churches, and with the usual cere
monies laid the corner-stone of the temple 
which is soon to be erected and dedicated to 
the worship of God. It was an occasion of 
much interest.

Going to law.—All the differences among 
the native people, which they cannot recon
cile themselves, are reported to the agent. 
He holds his regular courts and administers 
justice to the people. It was our privilege 
to be present while ten law suits were tried. 
The plaintiff stated his cause of action and 
made such remarks as he deemed necessary ; 
the defendant replied ; the witnesses on both 
sides gave their testimony ; the parties again 
made speeches. Then the grand tyee (the 
agent) reviewed the testimony and gave his 
decision. While the cases were progressing 
we narrowly watched the countenances of 
the interested parties ; and when the deci
sion was given, we looked in vain for indica
tions of disappointment on one side, or of 
triumph on the other. All seemed satisfied 
that the decision was just. There was not 
a murmur of dissent. The agent told us 
that there had been but one instance of open 
dissent from his decisions. One man had 
said, on hearing the verdict, that he would 
not abide by it. He thought better of it, 
however, when he found that the alternative 
was a period of confinement in the skookum 
house, with jewels on his limbs.

R e v . G. I. B e t ts , superintendent of In
dian Missions in the Lake Superior District, 
Detroit Conference, writes under date of 
July 18:

I have just closed two camp-meetings 
which were seasons of great power and pre
ciousness. These two missions, Iroquois 
Point and Kewnawenow, were never in so 
satisfactory a state of progress as at present. 
I laid the cause of our Missionary Society 
before them at Point Iroquois, and told them 
that it would be highly gratifying to the so
ciety to know that they appreciated the 
great and good things that had been done 

I lor them, and a contribution would be the 
most tangible proof of their gratitude, and 
to my great surprise they gave a collection 
of twenty-five dollars, and it seemed to be ali 
they in their penury had; it came as cheer
fully as I ever witnessed any thing of the 
kind. It seems sometimes a dark prospect 
as we look at our Indian missions; but let 
any one attend one of these camp-meetings 
with his' heart full of the love and spirit of 
Jesus, and then express his mind as to 
whether it is right to bestow money and 
labor on them. I would not dare to with
draw from their hungry souls the bread of 
life, and, having awakened their souls by the 
B o u n d  of the gospel trump, now neglect to 
conduct them to the cross and to the skies.

G E R M A N  M ISSIO N  HOUSE.
W e have before us the card of Rev. John 

F. Seidell, missionary at the House 246 and 
248 Pearl-street. We visited this place on 
.Sabbath morning, July 7, and saw the be
ginning of this house for German strangers 
and seamen. It is the foundation of a really 
great charity, and has before it, we doubt 
not, a long and blessed future. Happily a
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site of sufficient area to meet its prospective 
necessities ha« been already secured, so that 
the pressure it begins to feel maybe relieved 
to any desirable extent. The outgoings of 
these strangers will, with God’ s blessing 
upon the labors of the missionary, make “ the 
morning and the evening to rejoice”  in many 
a western cabin, and in many a ship’s fore
castle and cabin. Brother Seidell resides on 
the premises, and we recommend our breth
ren interested in the benevolent and evangel
izing agencies of the times to visit this 
Mission House, and learn from personal ob
servation on the premises, and in conference 
with the missionary, what great good is be
fore coming strangers in this house.

r̂diiuns Dejminuitt
S o u t h  A m e r ic a .— We were called upon 

recently to bestow some attention upon a 
converted sailor, a native of Peru. Designed 
by his parents for the work of the ministry, 
he opposed the thought of entering upon a 
course of education to that end, until after 
gratifying an irrepressible longing he had to 
visit various and distant parts of the world, 
in order to learn what were their forms of 
faith and’ modes of religious worship. The 
death of his mother afforded the opening to 
gratify his desire. He took ship and came 
to the United States; subsequently he went 
on a whaling voyage, spent one year in a 
missionary school in the Sandwich Islands, 
came again to the States, thought he came 
to the saving knowledge o f Christ at the 
Mariner’s Church in New Bedford, and from 
that place he went to a seminary in New 
Hampshire where he spent two years. Dur
ing all the time he was in school, both in the 
Sandwich Islands and in New Hampshire, 
he supported himself by the savings which 
he had made from the proceeds of his wages 
earned in the cabin, before the mast, and on 
a whaling vo3rage.

His call on us was for advice and direc
tion to secure a passage for his native Peru, 
from which he had been absent for eleven 
years. The work he proposes is to teach the 
English language, to act as interpreter, and, 
by all means within his reach, to make known 
Jesus Christ as the only and direct way to 
God and everlasting life, by the forgiveness 
of sins. He left our port of New York writh 
Rev. II. II. Lowry, our missionary to China. 
They will part company at Aspinwall; the 
one passing on to Panama, and to California, 
Japan, and China, while the other will at 
Aspinwall take passage for Guayaquil.

To men, this may seem the smallest possi
ble light, “  a little star ”  for Peru; but 
prayer may be made that this weak begin
ning may, somewhere and somehow, cheer 
some humble dwelling, and open the door of 
hope to others now in darkness.

F e m a le s .  —  P i t t s b u r g h  C o n f e r e n c e .—  
This conference is in the habit of doing well 
for the missionary cause. In a paper lately 
received from one of the pastors asking for 
Missionary Advocates, we observe what is 
a new feature in the composition of the nine 
members of the Missionary Committee— 
three are females. Can any one say of his 
own knowledge that this would not be well 
in every committee o f the Church for the 
collection of missionary money, and the dif
fusion of missionary intelligence ?

A v e r a g e  L e n g t h  o p  t h e  L iv e s  o p  M is 
s io n a r ie s .—A  tabular statement in the 
Missionary Herald shows that the average 
lengtli of time which the missionaries of the 
American Board have spent in their work 
abroad is more than 18 years, while those at 
the Hawaiian Islands have been in the field 
an average of 20 1-4 years each. This state
ment embraces all the living missionaries of 
the Board, except those who have gone out 
since January 1, 1866, some of whom have 
but lately reached their fields.

R E C E IP T S  OF T R E A S U R E R  OF 
M IS S IO N A R Y  S O C IE T Y  

FOR JULY, 1867.

Liberty-street M. E. Church, Pittsburgh . . . .  $1,335 62
Willoughby, Erie C onf.................................... 50 00
A  lady of Newark Conf.................................... 60 00
Philip Baker, Paulsboro*, N..J. Conf..............  10 00
Whatcoat Sunday-school, E. Balt. C on f.  53 32
Estate of John Hunt, deceased......................  150 00
Corahill M. E. Church, Bochester, E. Gen.

Conference.......................................    20 00
Asbury Church, Staten Island, New. Conf. .. 38 20
Bov. B. K. Peirce, New England Conf.  25 00
First Church, Erie, Pa...................................... 400 42
liavenna, Erie Conf...........................................  70 00
Bov. Aaron Pierce, East Village, Conn., N. Y.

E. C onf...........................................................  100 00
Bev. A. Sellers and wife, Lebanon, Ohio  20 00
Avails o f lands sold in Michigan  ...... 736 50
Bev. Charles B. Moffatt, Waddinjrton, N. Y .. 10 00
Union M. E. Church, Memphis, Tenn  64 00
Dividend on Terre Haute and Bichmond R. B.

stock, from the estate of J. I. Nelson, dec.. 24 70
Sunday-school Miss. Soc., Mount Jackson,

Erie Conf. .....................................................  63 00
Sunday-school Mias. Soc., Petersbargh, Erie

Conference....................................................... 27 00'
Erie Conf. Miss. Soc........................................... 2,306 57
Bev. G. Laning, Genesee C on f.......................  1 00
Schenectady, Troy Conf.................................... 16 00
Iligh-street Station, Baltimore City, E. B.

Conference...................   1,000 00
Juvenile Miss. Soc., Chester, N. Y..................  6 00
Harvard Circuit, N. Y. Conf............................  24 40
“  Stewardess,”  North Adams, Mass................ 10 00
Erie Conf. Miss. Soc......................................... 14,413 39
Meadville, Erie Conf. : .........................  210 00
Amos Graves, North Biver, N. Y ....................  10 00
Hedding Church, Jersey City ..............   618 00
Donation of Mrs. Hannah K. Bentley  50 00
Hannah K. Bentley, of Bcntleysville, Pa., 

additional...................   30 00

Gen. Coll, and Gen. Wes. Sem., Lima, N. Y .. $20 00
Miss Jennie Wheaton, Kingsville, O ....  9 00
Parkersburg, W. Va. Conf.......................  11 00
St. James.Ch., Kingston, N. Y ............... 28 28
Miscellaneous receipts .............................  9o9 15

Amount of Beceipts......................$28 ,030 14
Amount of Expenditures. ................  17,588 15

ESP”  Receipts of Assistant Treasurer had 
not arrived when this paper went to press.

BEQUESTS AND DEVISES TO THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

P ersons disposed to make bequests to the Society 
by will, are requested to observe the following form:

I  give and bequeath to “  The  M is sio n ar y  Society  
of the  M ethodist E piscopal  Church ,”  incorporated 
by the Legislature of the State of New York, the 
sum of ; and the receipt
of the Treasurer thereof shall be a sufficient discharge 
to my executors for the same.

FORM OP A  DEVISE OP LAND TO SAID 
SOCIETY.

I  give and devise to “ T h e  M is sio n a r y  Society  op 
the  Methodist E piscopal  Churoh , ”  incorporated by 
the Legislature of the State of New York, tho follow
ing lands and premises, that is to say :

to have and to hold the same, with the 
appurtenances, to the said Society, its successors and 
assigns forever.

{giT Brethren in the ministry, and laity also, are re
quested to inquire promptly and carefully into the facts 
of any will which they may hear contains a bequest to 
the Missionary Society, and send us as early as prac
ticable a transcript of such will, or whatever informa
tion they may obtain touching the same. We have 
reason to believe bequests are left to the Missionary 
Society of which we have never been advised.

§3 f“ Subscriptions and donations for the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church maybe sent 
to the Treasurer, at New York; the Assistant Treas
urer, at Cincinnati; or paid to the presiding elder of 
the district, or the preacher in the circuit or station to 
which the contributor belongs.

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday of each month by the 
M issionary  Society  of the  M ethodist. E piscopal 

Church ,

At 35 Union Place, New York.

It is under the editorial supervision of the 
Corresponding  an d  A ssistant Corresponding  Sec

re ta r ie s  of  th e  S ociety .

T erms.— One copy will be given monthly to each family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion of the respective missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case must be in writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of tho 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several Con
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Poe & Hitchcock at cither Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east of the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including these 
two Conferences, and the Conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the Secretaries at No. 85 Union Place, New 
York. Let each application state particularly to whose 
address, and by what mode of conveyance, tlie papers 
are to be sent.

P ostage.—The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number of copies not exceedingyive, when sent in a 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must m all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post- 
office of the subscriber.


