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C H I N A .
B is h o p  T h o m s o n ’ s  Address on China is the 

best possible treat we can offer to our num er 
ous readers who had not the pleasure to hear 
it at our anniversary. They may have the 
satisfaction o f  knowing that this is from the 
bishop’s own pen.

C h in a  (sa id  the bishop) has been assigned 
to me. Without doing injustice to other fields 
to be represented by the eloquent gentlemen 
who are to succeed me, I note some advantages 
o f  this.

First. The Character o f  the Country. China, 
as a whole, is one o f the most fertile, healthful, 
and beautiful parts o f  the earth. Our particu
lar field is the province o f  Fokien, which lies, 
as you know, along the southern shore, shut 
off from the rest o f  the country by mountain 
ranges. It is well watered by the Min, ren
dered picturesque by lofty peaks and shaded 
dells, and by no means wanting in mineral 
treasures. It is a fair and flowery region, 
where three crops may be gathered in one sea
son ; where the tea plant thrives, and the peach 
and the orange g row ; where peas adorn the 
hill-sides, and. wheat the valleys, before the ver
nal equinox ; where roses bloom under a Jan
uary sun ; and where, beneath the ample shades 
o f  the camphor tree, fragrant shrubs perfume 
the air, and where one may expect health and 
long life as reasonably as he may in Virginia 
or Kentucky.

Second. The Density o f  its Population. I 
need not say that China is the most populous 
part o f  the earth. One province, Fokein, con
tains within an area o f 69,000 square miles a 
population o f  15,000,000, and has sixty-three 
third class cities and three first class, o f which 
the largest and the capital, Foochow, is the 
head o f  our mission. In the prefecture o f  
Foochow, although the cultivation is mostly 
by hand, and the mountain sides, where springs 
are wanting, are irrigated by artificial means, 
and every cultivable acre, except what is oc
cupied by graves, reoeives the culture o f  a 
husbandman who leavesjfche soil as rich when 
he takes off the crop as when he sows the seed, 
there is not enough raised for the inhabitants, 
who rely much upon the beautiful island o f 
Formosa, which lies adjacent.

Third. The Ckaracter o f  the People. Next 
to the Caucasian, the Mongolian is, both intel
lectually and physically, the best variety o f  the 
human raoe; and the Chinese are the best part 
o f  the Mongolian family. Strange that so gen
eral a prejudice should exist against a people 
that neither Persian, Macedonian, Egyptian, or 
Roman arms ever subdued; that for ages 
walled out the Tartars by a national work, 
which for magnitude has never been equaled; 
that under the Moguls swayed the continent 
fVom the China Sea and Indian Mountains, to 
the Arctic Ocean, from the Asiatic shores to 
the borders o f  Poland; that for thousands o f  
years, without the aid o f  the rest o f  the world, 
from which they unwisely, not to say wickedly,
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shut themselves out, developed laws, agricul
ture, manufactures, with a success which the 
order, the stability, the populousness and the 
products o f  the country attest; that anticipated 
Europe in many o f the greatest discoveries o f 
the world ; that still rivals western nations in 
both the useful and elegant arts; that had a 
common school system before the Christian 
era, and that never had a slave system, nor a 
feudal one, nor a pauper peasantry. From 
earliest ages they have been a literary people. 
You may find in the library o f  the mandarin :
1. A  History o f  China, in 50 volumes, pub
lished by imperial authority. 2. An Ency
clopedia in 11 large volumes, with a continu
ation in 12 volumes more. 3. A  complete set 
o f  the Chinese classics, with their appropriate 
critical apparatus; classics on which more 
commentaries have been written than upon the 
H oly Scriptures.

The government, by reserving its highest 
honors, and most lucrative employments, for 
its most learned minds, presents such induce
ments to the acquisition o f  knowledge, that 
many o f its subjects study themselves blind 
and prematurely gray, and dead ; and it is said 
that it always has scholars who can repeat 
from memory all their classics with all the 
commentaries upon them. Though fond o f 
learning, the Chinese are rath t̂* practical than 
speculative;  the Anglo-Saxons o f  the East. 
Since the new era was forced upon them, they 
have opened their ears to strangers, as well as 
ports to commerce, have shown increased en
ergy and enterprise, and, while the Hindoos, 
the Siamese, the Tartars remain within their 
respective countries, have gone forth to com
pete with other races all over the Indian Archi
pelago, in the mines and markets o f  Australia, 
and even in the gold fields o f America, and 
have become the favorite boatmen o f all the 
seas o f  the East.

The people o f  Fokien are among the best o f 
the Chinese, bold, courageous, adventurous; 
and though furnishing a good share o f  the pi
rates and pugilists o f  the coasts, and the troub- 
lers o f  the empire, yet not wanting in the arts 
that adorn, or the science that illuminates their 
country, if  we may judge from their examina
tion hall, which periodically invites to its call 
ten thousand candidates for literary honors.

Fourth. The Chinese Language. It is in
deed difficult, having characters representative, 
not o f  elementary sounds, but o f  ideas, and 
forty-four thousand in number. But all these 
need not be familiar; no scholar pretends to 
have them at command without the aid o f the 
radicals and the dictionary ; two thousand will 
enable one to understand ordinary business, 
and to write the penal code o f  the em pire; 
five thousand were all that Confucius used in 
the fourJ)5oks which are the standard classics 
o f  the country; ten thousand will serve to 
translate the Ilo ly  Scriptures, open the best 
literature o f  the language, or conduct a diplo
matic correspondence; and though it may re
quire much study and skill to select with 
critical accuracy, or coin with severe propriety, 
the words adapted to convey the principles 
and sentiments o f  the Christian faith to the

people o f the Celestial Empire, yet merchants 
and missionaries may satisfactorily communi
cate with them, both publicly and privately, in 
the course o f  two or three years’ residence 
among them.

When once you have mastered the written 
language, you command the common medium 
o f  thought for the whole empire. For al
though, from the. diversity o f  the local dialects, 
the citizens o f different provinces cannot under
stand each other’s conversation, they can read 
each other’s writing.

In this respect the Chinese field has the ad
vantage o f the Indian, where the Tamil, Maya- 
lalim, Bengali, Hindu, Pushitoo, Gowimaki, 
Afghanistan, Urdu, and some twenty other 
languages are spoken. Moreover, if one would 
thoroughly understand Hindu, he must study 
the Sanscrit; and if he would master the Hin
dustani, he must acquaint himself with the 
Persian. No language living or dead to put 
one in communication with so large a portion 
o f  the human family. Alexander conquered 
the world, but could not communicate with it. 
Rome laid her belt o f a thousand miles around 
the Mediterranean, but her empire was a babel. 
England’s arms reach round the world, but the 
English tongue cannot reach to one hund
red million souls, nor can the French, or the 
German, or the Sclavic, but the Chinese may 
reach hundreds o f millions. Indeed, the hu
man race may not very unequally be divided 
into, first, the Chinese, second, all other nations. 
To reach the latter half you must have three 
thousand and sixty-three tongues ; to reach the 
former, only one. Happy the genius that 
shall write parables to move the hearts o f this 
people ! thrice happy he who shall write songs 
o f  Zion for this choir o f four hundred million 
human tongues!

Fifth. The Religions o f  the Empire. These 
are three, Confucianism, Tauism, Buddhism. 
Confucius was a statesman, moralist, reformer. 
Aristotle ruled learned minds in the West for 
a thousand years ; Confucius has ruled learned 
minds in the East for more than two thousand, 
and still he rules. Mohammed won his con
quests by the sword, Confucius by his wisdom. 
Buddh maintains his empire by pretensions to 
inspiration, Confucius by appeals to the reason 
and moral sense. His system, though denying 
human depravity, and limiting its chief con
cern to the present world, yet by giving glimp
ses o f  Eden and the Deluge, o f an age o f inno
cence, a Divine Redeemer, and a universal 
empire ; by acknowledging the Supreme Being, 
and containing a code o f  morals in harmony 
with the golden rule, affords avenues to the 
divine temple, and even an index to its gates 
o f  light. His is the established religion, whose 
high priest is the emperor, whose rites are en
forced by law, and whose vernal and autumnal 
festivals are observed by all the people.

The Tauists deify and incarnate reason, be
lieve in a world o f spirits, an absorption o f the 
good into the Eternal One, and transmigra
tions o f  the bad, and seek moral purity by a 
life o f  seclusion, austerity, celibacy, and medi
tation upon virtue.

Buddhism, though last introduced into China.
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was, under the Mogul dynasty, the religion of 
the state, and is now that o f  the lower orders, 
whose houses are filled with images, whose 
minds are crowded with superstitions, whose 
God is the infinite void, whose hope is o f  ulti
mate annihilation, through successive suffer
ings, services, and transmigrations.

A ll these systems have deteriorated. Con
fucius has temples to his name and offerings to 
his spirit; while sun, moon, earth, water, and 
many other objects, receive the adoration o f 
even his literary followers.

The disciples o f  Lautse, originally alchem
ists, moralists, and meditative mystics, have 
become exorcists and astrologers, and bow in 
dirty templas before showy idols.

Buddhism is an exotic, not strongly inwoven 
with the national life o f  the country, and whose 
priests know little o f  their own faith, or o f  the 
Pali language in which its sacred books are 
written.

The gods o f  China have run up to thirty 
thousand, and the god-makers advertise their 
wares as the potters do their pitchers.

These faiths are ready to perish. Their 
different priests drink and gamble together, as 
if  they had no longer anything worth contend
ing about, and their disciples may be Tauists 
in the morning, Confucianists at noon, and 
Buddhists at night, shifting their faith of'tener 
than their garments. None o f these systems 
can bear investigation. The idolatry o f  Con
fucianism is an excrescence upon bis moral and 
political system, which the caustic o f  free 
thought will consume.

The errors* superstitions, and mummeries 
o f  both Tauism and Buddhism will vanish be
fore the light o f  science, as the ghosts and 
shadows o f the night before the rising sun. To 
illustrate: The founder o f  Buddhism, who as
sumes to be omniscient, teaches, as to geogra
phy, that the earth is a plane with a mountain 
in the center, one million six hundred and 
eighty thousand miles high and eight hundred 
and forty thousand broad, encompassed by a 
stone ridge thirty-six millions o f  miles in cir
cumference ; that the sea has waves one hund
red miles high, and is, at points, eight hundred 
thousand miles deep : as to astronomy, that 
eclipses both o f  sun and moon are caused by a 
giant who swallows those orbs; as to history, 
that some cities have stood millions o f  years, 
and some kings have reigned quadrillions; in 
physiology, that man is a mere light, o f  which 
the body is the candlestick, sensation, percep
tion, and consciousness, the tallow, wick, and 
flame; that the properties and character o f  one 
going out o f  life are assumed by one coming 
in ; that human beings were originally winged, 
and may be generated by flowers and vocal 
utterances ; in theology, that in the last result 
God and heaven are Nirwana or nothingness ; 
while in ethics he enjoins one precept which is 
impossible, and another which, if  universally 
adopted, would soon terminate the species. 
Now, to say nothing about missionaries, steam
ships, and Atlantic cables, telescopes, and mi
croscopes, globes, and blow-pipes will scatter 
such follies and the systems committed irrev
ocably to them.

Even without foreign light they are falling.
The Chinese rebellion, one o f the most re

markable movements o f  mankind, though not 
Christian in character, as some were led to sup
pose, from the fact that its chiefs had enjoyed 
the instruction o f  missionaries Roberts and 
Medhurst, and used terms taken from Gutz- 
lafPs New Testament, was nevertheless icono
clastic, and, taken in connection with the 
subjugation o f  China by western arms, it has 
shaken the faiths of the nation, which can no 
longer consider their emperor son of heaven, 
their empire celestial, their capital invulnera

ble, or their gods omnipotent, or even potent. 
Although the idols which the rebels broke and 
kicked out o f  the temples may be replaced, yet 
the reverence o f the people for them cannot.

Sixth. The Accessibility o f  the People. W e 
can all recollect when China was still walled 
up in unsocial exclusiveness, only a single port 
being open to foreign merchants and none to 
foreign missionaries. A  few years ago Prov
idence, as by a thunderbolt, opened the whole 
empire to the world. Much as we may blush 
at the direct occasion o f  the opium war, we 
cannot but rejoice at its remote results, and to 
see the hand o f  God making the wrath o f  man 
to praise him.

The Chinese are now brought into acquaint
ance with their fellow-men. Russian civiliza
tion now presses upon China on the north, 
French on the south, and British and American 
along the coast. Hong Kong, a city o f  one 
hundred and fifty thousand people, with its 
wide and well-paved streets, its two-story brick 
houses, its Christian churches, its spacious 
thoroughfares, its splendid steamers, its charm
ing park, its terraced hills, along whose drives 
rush splendid carriages, followed by youth on 
fleet horses with appropriate retinue, while 
smaller children drawn by aijahs close the 
train, shows that the best English abilities, 
science, and society are placed under the imme
diate observation o f  the Chinese. Large 
steamers, plying daily between Yictoria and 
Canton, carrying passengers for ten cents each, 
make Hong Kong not merely a light-house, but 
a furnace at which a thousand torches are lighted 
daily, to be carried inward. European mails 
going regularly up the coast calling at all the 
leading cities, where they find European resi
dents and collectors o f  customs, are so many 
heralds o f  a brighter day.

As the acquaintance o f the Chinese extends, 
their prejudices decline. W e need not wonder 
that in former ages they regarded all other 
nations as barbarians, since they knew no more 
o f  them than Europe knew o f China in the days 
o f  Taifc Song. They never presented the bar
riers o f  caste, as India, where society is massed 
in columns, and we can make no moral con
quest unless we detach a man, or find a strag
gler, who, however, can hardly be brought 
over, but at the cost o f  his social happiness or 
the risk o f  life or limb. The Chinese have 
learned to respect foreign science and arms by 
the march o f  foreign forces to Pekin, and have 
been brought under obligation for the assist
ance o f  the west in subduing a rebellion which, 
but for Anglo-Chinese and Franco-Chinese 
forces, might have succeeded.

They are anxious to learn western languages, 
with a view to qualify themselves for the serv
ice o f  foreigners, for which they are so eager 
that the Catholics, when they would retain 
them proteges for the Church, teach them the 
Latin only. Now, western languages will be 
followed by western literature. The eyes o f 
Chinese audiences kindled with enthusiasm 
when I spoke o f  the United States, its liberty, 
its love o f  China, its thanks to her emperor for 
excluding our traitor-privateers from his ports. 
How much their interest in other nations will 
increase, now that unbroken steam communi
cation round the globe is established to be 
regularly preserved I They have but to know 
our civilization to feel its superiority. When 
they reflect that they stand where fhijy stood 
when France was in barbarism, England under 
the Saxon heptarchy, and America unknown, 
while these nations rule the earth and others 
are steadily advancing, they must see the ne
cessity o f  changing their stationary civilization 
for a progressive one.

They must also see the superiority o f  Chris
tian morals. While we deplore the fact that

merchants and officers going to the East usually 
leave their religion outside the Straits o f  Gib
raltar, yet we rejoice that the nations o f  Asia 
are learning to distinguish the nominal Chris
tian from the real one, and to concede to the 
latter a high eminence. W e  are not disposed 
to exaggerate the sins o f  pagan nations, or 
hastily to generalize from appalling facts, for 
we know what a terrible picture might be 
drawn o f Christian nations from superficial ob
servation ; but making all due allowance, 
China must concede, that her tolerance of in
fanticide and polygam y; her oppression o f  
woman, whose intellectual condition in her 
empire is symbolized by her crippled feet; 
her depression o f  the lower classes, doomed 
to a Sabbathless round o f toil ; her tolerance 
o f  systematic medicancy and organized theft; 
her gross popular taste; her extensive opium- 
smoking ; her cruelty in the administration o f  
laws; and her confessed inability to carry out 
her accepted precepts and legal requirements, 
against the overpowering flood o f  iniquity, 
place her beneath the worst Christian society, 
and call for a better dispensation.

She must also see the superiority o f  the 
Christian religion, its evidences, its doctrines, 
its precepts, its sentiments, its spirit, its prom
ises, its results upon national and social life 
and individual character, its power to help the 
struggling soul, to console the suffering, to 
pardon the penitent and purify the praying, and 
fill with hope and triumph.

Seventh. The Christian Religion is already 
in China. It was perhaps introduced as early 
as the seventh century, though it was not until 
Rome sought to repair in the east the losses 
the Reformation had cost her in the west, that 
any serious attempt was made to evangelize 
China, nor was this o f  a suitable character. 
Grant that her polished emissaries often dis
played a faith which nothing but divine grace 
could inspire, and a patience and self-abnegation 
which nothing but divine power could sustain, 
and that they sometimes led willing followers to 
martyrdom, yet, when we consider that they 
attracted attention less by their truth than 
their accomplishments; that Ricci is best 
known as a mathematician; Shaol as a min
ister o f  state; Verbiest as an inspector o f  
cannon ; Gerbellion and Perenin as political 
negotiators, and the whole body as astron
omers, geographers, and artful diplomatists, 
we need not wonder that they were expelled as 
politicians. It is scarcely fifty years since the 
first Protestant missionary entered China, to be 
followed one by one by successors doomed to 
labor single-handed, while the whole coast was 
shut against them. Morrison, Milne, Med- 
hult, Tomlin, and Smith, notwithstanding their 
defects, will be remembered for a zeal and pa
tience deserving better fruits than they reaped. 
It was not until about twenty years ago that 
the Protestant Church earnestly undertook the 
evangelization o f  China. Then, by transferring 
her forces from the Archipclago, and rein
forcing them, she soon had one hundred and 
fifty missionaries in the field. She now has 
nearly two hundred. W e would hail across 
the seas, Maclay, Legge, Ball, French, Newin, 
Graves, Piercy, Roberts, Louis, Haushack, La- 
dendorff, Johnson, W olfe, and their noble co
adjutors ! A ll h ail!

Our own Church entered this field in 1847. 
W e now have a missionary force o f  thirty-six, 
including native helpers; a missionary property 
worth thirty-six thousand dollars; a native 
membership o f between one huudred and fifty 
and two hundred ; a press which prints over 
two million pages a year; a foundling hospital 
and school both for boys and girls.

The Mission compound is beautifully situa
ted on a hill-side overlooking the Min aud the
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city proper, and its habitations are well-built 
structures, adapted to the climate, and occupied 
by devoted men and women, who worthily 
represent the Church which sends them, and 
faithfully labor in their Master’s cause. Our 
churches are neat and substantial structures, 
well located, and often filled with attentive 
listeners. Our converts are well grounded in 
the truth, and give evidence o f  the grace o f 
Christ. Their love-feasts, in which they sub
stitute cake and tea for water and bread, are 
all aglow with faith, hope, and charity. Our 
native helpers have all the hardihood and bold
ness, aad much o f the faith and fidelity, o f our 
pioneer fathers. They are Chinese in appear
ance, habits, and attachments, but none the 
worse for that. W e do not want to Ameri
canize but to Christianize their land ; not to 
obliterate but to sanctify its nationality. It re
quires different colors to make a perfect light, 
different nations to make a perfect world, and 
different tongues to make the harmony o f  that 
choir above that no man can number. China, 
in many epistles, sends you Christian greetings 
by me. From one, learn all. “ Bear our salu
tations to the bishops, pastors, and members 
o f  the whole Church, thanking them that they 
have sent us the gospel, and beseeching them 
to hear the Macedonian cry we still send out, 
and to cease not to pray that the H oly Ghost 
may be poured out, and that salvation may 
come to all China.”

Such, then, is the field. Healthful: we would 
not halt if  it were otherwise. A  missionary 
said to me once, “  I stood on African soil and 
looked along a line o f fresh graves filled by 
my predecessors, and trembled lest I should 
fill another.”  W ell, with Cox, we say, “ Let 
a thousand fall, but let not Africa be given 
u p y e a ,  let the line o f graves be extended 
from Cape Bon to the Cape o f Good Hope, but 
let not the command o f Christ be disregarded. 
Still we may rejoice when Providence opens 
the door without such peril.

It is populous. Set down the number at 
three hundred and forty million, and you have 
more people than are to be found in North 
America, and Europe, and Africa put together. 
Set them in line, beginning at the mouth o f the 
Hoang Ho, allowing three feet to each man, and 
draw it westward through China, Thibet, India, 
Afghanistan, Persia, Turkey, bridge the Medi
terranean and extend it over, bridge the Atlan
tic and lead on the column, go through the 
United States, bridge the Pacific, the Eastern 
Sea, and draw out the line to the place o f  be
ginning, and you must go round the globe 
seven times more before you have completed 
your line. Allowing each man three minutes 
to pass, you must sit one thousand nine hund
red and forty years to see the last man go by. 
But as the whole mass will be renewed every 
thirty-three years, you would need to provide 
many thousands o f  millions o f coffins, for about 
twenty must be dropped into sea or land every 
minute. W ill you see that procession move 
on without a knowledge o f  Christ? Every 
one is your neighbor, o f  like sorrows, dangers, 
and wants with yourself.

I t  is a rich field. The beautiful story o f  the 
Chinese peasant boy, who, being compelled to 
work by day, determined to study by night, 
and not being able to get a lamp, took home 
each night a glow-worm with which he mana
ged to read by applying it to the lines, illus
trates the Chinese love o f  learning. O let 
this people have Christ, and apply the glow
worm to the Bible, what a nation they will be ! 
Their language is on e ; a sea into which a stone 
being cast will send its widening circles to the 
distant shores.

I t  is a prepared field. A  conviction o f  the 
inanity, not to say mischief, o f  all forms o f

idolatry, a sense o f  the necessity o f  moral and 
political reform, and a hope o f  a better faith, 
are spreading and prevailing. The Gospel can 
enter to minister to the felt necessities, for 
recent treaties have not only removed all legal 
obstructions to its proclamation, but guaranteed 
ample protection to its professors. Already 
its principles are subjects o f  popular inquiry, 
its ministers, no longer despised, find that “  1 
am an American,”  or “ Ia in  a Briton,”  is 
equivalent to the ancient boast “  I am a R o
man that each man, uncribbed by caste, and 
left to answer for himself, may be boldly ap
proached, and that the word o f  the Lord, 
despite the opposition o f  the priests and the 
prejudices o f  the people, may have free course 
through the empire. China is in a condition 
to ponder and pray over that remarkable pre
diction o f  her great philosopher, which sounds 
like an echo o f  Isaiah’s harp: “  In process o f 
time a holy one will be born who will redeeufl 
the world. The nations will wait for him as 
fading flowers desire the summer rain. He 
will be born o f  a virgin. His name will be 
Prince o f  Peace. Chiua will be visited by his 
glory. Its beams will penetrate to the depth 
o f savage lands, where no ship will ever come.” 
China’s streams wait for the Lily o f the valleys 
and her hillsides sigh for the Rose o f  Sharon ; 
benighted cottages long for the light; a weary 
land waits for her Sabbaths, and dewy but 
mournful mountains invite the feet o f  the mes
senger that bringeth glad tidings; and on all 
sides Providence beats the reveille o f a new 
morning. Let us not be discouraged. The 
gospel introduced into the world by miracle 
is propagated by ordinary forces, but these 
forces have more than ordinary potency— the 
self-evidencing word, the soul-attracting cross, 
the divinely-comforting Spirit. Though it took 
the Church three hundred years to subdue the 
Roman empire, and six hundred more to ex
tend her sway over Gaul, Germany, and Bri
tain, it should not take long for the Christian 
Church o f this age to kindle up the lamps o f 
the divine temple all through the earth. Then 
will the seventh angel sound his trumpet, and 
great voices in heaven sing, “  The kingdoms o f 
this world are become the kingdoms o f our 
Lord and o f  his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever.”

A F R I C A .

R e v .  B is h o p  R o b e r t s ,  under date o f  Octo
ber 16, 1866, gives us a favorable account o f 
the work in the Liberia Mission Conference, 
which is under his supervision. H e also com
municates to us the sad intelligence o f  the 
death o f  Rev. W - H. Tyler, presiding elder. 
Our mission conference can ill bear this loss. 
He died in great peace, and we trust the 
Church will read the brief notice following, o f  
his triumphant death. Bishop Roberts says 
o f  the work :

I have received intelligence from nearly all, 
if  not all the brethren, at various points o f  our 
work, in reference to their work, and generally 
satisfactory and encouraging. Brother Fuller, 
at Cape Palmas, writes under date o f  Septem
ber 8 :  “ I am happy to inform you o f  my 
good health. Ufider the blessing o f God it is 
better than it has been since I have been in Li
beria. Brother Joseph Neal is still at work at 
Sardica. H e is building a new house there. 
As soon as it is finished I intend to pay him a 
visit. Upon the whole things move on favor
ably with us. The Church is in a healthy con
dition. W e have had to expel some members, 
but others have been reclaimed, and ‘ the best

o f  all is, God is with us.’ W e have had a time 
o f refreshing at a week’s meeting at Tub- 
mantown.”

Brother Kennedy, presiding elder at Sinou, 
under date o f September 29, writes: “ Since I 
last wrote to you our hearts have been made 
glad. The good Lord has visited us in re
claiming, building up, and converting power, at 
our last quarterly meeting last Sabbath. He 
has been with us in love, and we are still pro
tracting the meeting. I think we will have 
some to receive in on Sunday. Prayer meet
ing every morning at five o ’clock.”

Information from other points are encour
aging. The Edina circuit, on Bassa District, 
has been recently visited by a gracious out
pouring o f the H oly Spirit. The society there 
has been much refreshed and built up. Its 
numbers have increased, as the result o f  the 
revival, by the addition o f some forty persons. 
Monrovia and St. Paul_River circuits have re
ceived spiritual refreshings more than ordinary, 
and numbers have increased.

Our brethren at points among the aborigi
nes discover increased zeal in the work com
mitted to them, and are laboring unweariedly 
under the promise, “  He that goeth forth weep
ing, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing.”  The little society 
o f  natives at Mount Olivet mission station con
tinues to be a beacon o f  light o f  much magni
tude to those surrounding. Brother Deputin, 
nowr in charge, is much encouraged, and takes 
much interest in the children. I inclose his 
report o f  the school, and hope the requisites 
seen in it, in order to progress, will receive 
your attention at an early convenience.

The future o f  the Church here, considered, 
looks to an educational department o f  a higher 
grade than any we now have in operation. 
Our anxieties for the re-establishment o f  the 
Monrovia Seminary are increasingly great. 
W ill not some young man of some complec- 
tion offer himself to the Board to take charge 
o f  the institution, and the Board re-establish it 
on its original capacity, in order to the training 
o f  young men for usefulness 1 Other denomina
tions are training youths in this country, and un
less we do something in this direction we shall 
not be able to sustain the work already begun. 
I hope this subject will receive your consider
ation and favor.

D e a t h  o f  R e v .  W . I I .  T y l e r . — November 1. 
— 1 have just received a letter from a brother 
at Bassa, bringing very sad intelligence.

Brother James R. Moore, preacher in charge 
o f the Edina circuit, writes me under date o f  
October 2 4 :

“  Dear Brother Roberts : Yesterday we were 
called to deposit in its silent resting-place the 
remains o f  our beloved brother and presiding 
elder, William H. Tyler. H e died, as he 
lived, in hope o f  a blissful immortality. He 
sleeps in Christ.”

This event is one to us o f serious moment. 
W e were not expecting such an afflicting event 
to occur so soon. I received a letter from him 
some weeks previous, which I discovered was 
written by a feeble hand, in which he said :

“  You may have wondered at my silence, 
but the cause has been that I have been very 
low by a bilious attack, and am yet confined 
to my room. I praise the good Lord, though 
many thought I would have passed over, that 
he has been graciously kind in protracting my 
stay. But, dear Brother Roberts, my trust 
was in the Lord, my submission was to his 
will. I f to ‘ live, it is Christ; if  to die, it is 
gain ; ’ yea, that whether I lived or died I might 
be the Lord’s. W ell, I feel- to say, Glory be 
to the name o f Jesus, for this blessed hope o f 
heaven !”

W ith our limited-views we incline to say,
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“  A ll these things are against us,”  but bow in 
submission to the will o f  heaven, and pray the 
Lord o f  the harvest to send forth others into 
his vineyard. Brother Tyler united with the 
traveling connection in 1851, and has rendered 
efficient service in the great cause, as a min
ister of the Gospel o f peace, to which his entire 
life in this country, and even before, was zeal
ously devoted. H e fell at his post in the 
zenith o f  his usefulness and strength. He 
leaves a wife and eight children to mourn 
their loss.

N E W  YORK, T U ESD AY, M ARCH 19, 1867.

D ANG ERS AHEAD.
W hile in London last summer we had an 

opportunity o f  conversing with missionary 
secretaries, and other prominent and well-in
formed friends o f  missions, in regard to the 
condition and prospects o f Christian missions 
generally, and Protestant missions in particu
lar, throughout the world. In these conversa
tions there seemed to be an agreement on 
several points: (1.) That the influence and 
fruits o f  Christian missions were very decidedly 
on the increase in heathen lands, and in the 
unevangelical portions o f  nominally Christian 
countries. (2 .) That a burning zeal in the 
prosecution o f  missions has led to too great 
an expansion; so that the great missionary so
cieties in Europe and America have more work 
in hand than they can hold strongly, with their 
present supply o f  men and money. (3.) That 
the true plan o f  missionary operations is to 
occupy strong positions strongly, and work 
outwardly fro m  the center round about. This 
is the way the apostles did. They were com
manded to begin their mission at Jerusalem ; 
and Paul says, in obedience to this rule, he 
had “ fully preached the Gospel from Jeru
salem round about to Illyricum.”  (4 .) That 
there is a common consent by courtesy, that, 
except in very large cities, as Calcutta in India, 
and Foochow and Peking in China, an effective 
missionary society should be left in undivided 
position o f  the city or country it occupies or 
assumes, provided it is not unreasonably large 
or populous, and said missionary society is in 
effective possession, with men and money at 
command to cultivate their field with good 
success. But it is apparent that* a missionary 
society ought not to claim a larger field than 
it can reasonably be expected to cultivate 
successfully. But there is danger that, through 
a holy zeal for the salvation o f souls and the 
glory o f  God, a missionary society may ex
tend its work too much, and be obliged to 
occupy the field feebly, and thus obtain no 
grand result. One station held strongly and 
worked effectively is better than ten scattered 
points held and worked feebly.

In view of this theory of missions, the field

that we occupy in India was selected by Rev. 
Dr. Butler. H e found it unoccupied by  any 
other missionary society : he found it well de
fined, healthy, and populous; having several 
large cities and many smaller ones, with innu
merable villages. After occupying the field at 
several points, and surveying it all, and after 
the brethren had well considered it, they stated 
to the Board that they could hold and culti
vate that field, i f  the Board would send them, 
without unreasonable delay, twenty-five men, 
as apostles in this great work : that these 
brethreu from America would become the in
struments, in the hand o f  God, to raise up a 
native ministry which should become the effi
cient preachers and pastors to their own people, 
and become competent to govern and admin
ister the Church, and the mission from the 
home society would cease.

The whole peninsula o f  India, from our 
mission field in Oude and Rohilcund in the 
northwest, southward to Cape Comorin, is now 
held by other missionary societies; so that 
India is marked out and positively or prospect- 
ively occupied. But we must not suppose it 
strongly held and effectively served. The 
population is too immense to be actively 
served with the gospel by the mission forces 
now in India. Probably when the several so
cieties commenced their operations, a vague 
impression prevailed that they could preach 
the gospel to all the people. But experience 
and observation, during the last twenty-five 
years, has clearly shown that this canuot be 
done without a great enlargement o f  the mis
sionary force and instrumentalities by the- 
societies. W e have already said, this enlarge
ment o f  missionary force is to come mainly, 
not from the reinforcements sent out by the 
missionary societies from the Churches at 
home, but must be realized within the mis
sions by the conversion and training o f  native 
young men converted in the several missions. 
How many apostles will have to be sent out 
from the home Churches, or how long it will 
require to accomplish the raising up a compe
tent native ministry, could only be conjectural, 
and we will not hazard a conjecture on this 
vital point.*

After much reflection, and particularly on 
missionary operations in India, we are strength

* Since writing the introductory remarks, we have 
been looking over the January number of the Mission
ary Herald, and find the same view of missions is taken 
by the American Board. It  says: “ But the greatest 
progress has been in developing the Christian life and 
activity of those already in the Church. An evangeli
cal union of the native pastors and preachers has been 
formed, with the happiest results in awakening in the 
native Churches a sense of personal responsibility for 
the advance of the gospel among their countrymen. 
The mission is acting upon the principle that nothing is 
really gained till a self-supporting, self-propagating, 
self-governing Christianity is established.”— Missions 
in Eastern Turlcey, p. 6.

ened in the opinion that we expressed in a let
ter to the mission several years a g o : that the 
best way to carry on missionary work in our 
field was, to select the most populous and 
healthy cities as centers, and appoint at least 
one experienced missionary brother to each 
field, and two i f  possible, and give them native 
helpers, so as to enable them to preach the 
“  gospel round about ”  their center as Paul 
did “  round about J e r u s a le m a n d  as the 
work enlarged, supply it by the help o f  native 
preachers. In this way all the principal cen- 
ters could be occupied in a reasonable time, i f  
the spiritual work o f  the mission was success
ful in the conversion o f  sou ls; and the occu
pation o f  the strong centers would be followed 
by an expansion o f  the work around these 
centers severally. It will readily occur to the 
reader that the conversion o f  native young 
men is not the only thing required; they must 
be trained by suitable instruction, and this will 
require a proper seminary.

W e  have been led to these remarks by an 
able article from Rev. J. M. Thoburn, one o f  
our missionaries in India, which u’as published 
a few weeks ago in the Central Christian A d 
vocate, extracts from which we give below. 
The reader will observe that the mission un
derstands that the Board engaged to maintain 
twenty-five missionaries in the field. W e  think 
this is not exactly so. The Board approved 
the plan, and expressed its willingness to carry 
it ou t; but we do not think it engaged to keep 
the American missionary force in the field up 
to twenty-five. But we have no doubt but it 
will be done as nearly as possible, keeping in 
view our missionary work in general, and the 
supply o f  men and money to meet the de
mands. Let our brethren in India have confi
dence in God and the Church. Two more 
men are already under appointment for India, 
to sail next autumn. God is good, and the 
Church will be true to her vast missionary in
terests. Brother Thoburn says :

W ith a view to throwing some light on one 
part o f  our foreign work, I propose to give a 
brief sketch o f  our India field ; and I do so the 
more willingly because I am convinced that in 
the Church, as in the State, it is an enlightened 
public opinion which must, for the most part, 
direct official bodies. Within the three prov
inces occupied by our mission is contained a 
population o f  very near fifteen millions o f  
people. Nearly all o f  these millions must de
pend upon us alone for whatever Christian 
truth they receive ; as, by a common consent 
o f  the societies operating in Upper India, nearly 
all this vast field has .been assigned to us. 
Arouud the stations already taken up we have 
a population o f  more than ten millions. W e  
have fifteen “  appointments,”  each one averag
ing more than six hundred thousand souls 
within its bounds. Within our proper limits 
are other equally populous districts unoccu
pied, and which will remain unoccupied until 
we are prepared to enter them. Our field in
cludes the largest inland city in Southern A sia ; 
and smaller towns and cities are numbered by 
the score, or, 1 might say, by the hundred.
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W hen this field was selected for our mission 

the Church congratulated herself, with good 
reason, on the happy selection which had been 
m ade; but there is great reason to fear that 
no one at the time comprehended the magni
tude o f  the enterprise in which we so eagerly 
embarked. I t  is by fa r  the most gigantic en
terprise ever undertaken by any one missionary 
society.

The first three missionaries sent to India 
drew up a plan, which the Board readily 
adopted, to maintain a force o f  twenty-five 
men in this field ; and subsequently the Board 
fixed upon $50,000 per annum as about a fair 
maximum for sustaining the mission. A ll this 
looked liberal, and at the time it was warmly 
commended by parties outside o f  our Church. 
The plan has been repeatedly published, and is 
recorded in a widely circulated work on Indian 
missions, recently published in England. Per
haps we ought to be thankful that so much was 
proposed, on the one hand, and conceded on 
the other; but already we, who are on the 
ground, are fully convinced that the plan pro
posed is altogether inadequate for a work o f 
this magnitude.

But some one may think that possibly others 
may have made mistakes, and that we can very 
profitably maintain a score o f  men at certain 
points, and slowly but surely make inroads on 
the heathenism around. This would be feasi
ble if these people were wooden pins, and we 
had nothing to do but to knock them over. 
But they do not remain passive spectators 
while we attack their strongholds; they con
test the ground inch by inch. Hence, when 
we win an advanced position we must have 
strength to hold it. W e must meet them at 
every poin t; must print when they print; 
educate when they educate ; preach when they 
preach: in short, meet them everywhere. 
Hence it is that a great victory on the mission 
field implies that reinforcements must be sent 
out, rather than the soldiers in the field called 
home.

A t present we have eighteen missionaries in 
the field. A t our last conference we received 
a letter from the Board, stating that their un
derstanding o f  the matter was, that we were 
to receive twenty-five men, all told, including 
those who die or in the meantime return home. 
They told us, however, that we might expect 
“ one or tw o ”  men each year. Now this will 
just about fill up our annual losses; and our 
prospect now is, that we must try to hold our 
ground with our present force o f  eighteen men. 
It cannot be said too emphatically that w e  
c a n n o t  d o  i t . If the General Committee in 
November does not vote us reinforcements, 
and if  they are not sent as voted, we will be 
forced to abandon one or more o f  our stations. 
It will cost us bitter regrets to do so, but there 
will be no alternative.

O B I T U A R Y .
R e v .  S. Y . M o n r o e ,  D .D .— This minister, 

who for twenty-three years has been going in 
and out among our Churches, was a member 
o f  the General Missionary Committee, having 
been appointed in 1864. No member could 
be more missed from that body than he. The 
sudden and mysterious calamity that has over
taken us in his removal we receive with the 
deepest sorrow. Few men among us have 
gone as steadily and as strongly forward in 
the service o f  the Church as Brother Monroe 
since entering the New Jersey Conference in 
1843.

SOUTH AFRICA.
Rev. W i l l i a m  T a y l o r ,  formerly o f  Cal

ifornia, having spent some time in South 
Africa, and witnessed a great work o f God 
among the whites and the natives, the con
version o f  several thousands o f  them, makes 
some suggestions as the result q í his labor and 
observations. They are worthy o f  very serious 
study, coming as they do from a most self-de
nying and living friend o f God and man.

I would respectfully submit what I believe 
to be the best method o f  greatly increasing the 
working effectiveness o f  our missions, without 
greatly increasing the cost to the Missionary 
Society o f  carrying them on. 1 don’ t propose 
any new plan, but the old plan so successfully 
worked by St. Paul and his fellow-missiona- 
ries. I will give an outline o f  what I regard 
the purely

Evangelical Platform.— The Gospel is adapt
ed to humanity in all its forms, from the most 
learned philosopher to the most degraded hea
then. A ll the knowledge essential to the sal
vation o f a poor heathen may be acquired in a 
very short time. His pollution o f soul by sin, 
his guilt, his condemnation and exposure to 
penalty, his bondage to Satan, and that God 
hath provided and now offers to him, in Christ, 
a ransom, a cleansing fountain, an Almighty 
deliverer. Through the quickening power o f 
the H oly Spirit he may learn all this under the 
preaching o f a single gospel sermon, or even 
under the prophetic witnessing o f  a few laymen. 
“  If all prophesy, and there come in one that 
believeth not,”  a poor skeptic, who had heard, 
but did not believe these gospel tidings, “  or 
one unlearned,”  a poor heaihon who kne.w 
nothing about them, “  he is convinced o f  all, 
he is judged o f all ; and thus are the secrets 
o f his heart made manifest, and so, falling 
down on his face, will worship God,”  and find
ing salvation in Christ, will be able, as a wit
ness for Jesus, to “  report that God is in you 
o f a truth.”  The gospel plan not only em
braces “  pastors and teachers ”  for the watch- 
care and edification o f the Church, but also 
“  apostles, prophets, and evangelists,”  for the 
development and effective employment o f the 
combined forces o f  the Church in bold aggres
sions into the kingdom o f darkness. “  The 
Acts o f  the Apostles,”  extending through a 
period o f  over thirty y*ears, though full o f  
thrilling history, was not written merely as 
history, but the H oly Spirit evidently designed 
thus to illustrate the practical application and 
effects o f  gospel principles, doctrines, and meth
ods necessary to the salvation o f the world.

Every fact, therefore, is an authoritative, 
teaching fact, and every character portrayed a 
representative character. Nearly the whole 
record o f facts, from the travels and labors o f 
Barnabas and Paul and their coadjutors, au
thoritatively teach and illustrate God’s own 
methods o f  spreading the gospel. Whether 
in Jerusalem, at the great Pentecost, or subse
quently in Antioch, Athens, Corinth, or Ephe
sus, and all other illustrative examples given 
us by St. Luke, the plan was to concentrate 
their most effective forces “ daily,” and thus 
they added daily to the Church such as were 
saved.

This is not at all in conflict with the ordina
ry methods o f  “  exhortation, edification, and 
comfort,”  o f  believers, and individual efforts 
to win souls to Christ. The aggressive meth
ods should not be allowed, in any degree, to 
supersede the ordinary means. Like the va
rious departments o f  military warfare, they are 
so many essential parts o f  one great plan. The

recruiting, daily drill, reconnoitering, and skir
mishing are not to supersede the forward march 
o f the grand army ; nor are the victorious 
charges o f  the grand army to do away with 
these preliminary departments o f  the service. 
Special revival efforts, to be sure, involve haz
ards, as all great movements do. When the 

Church maketh increase o f  herself”  by ordi
nary means only, the increase is principally o f 
those who have been under training in her 
Sunday-schools and stilted ministry ; persons 
whose general moral character and associations 
would be a guarantee for their good behavior 
as Church members, whether they were truly' 
converted to God or not. Whereas a special 
revival effort is like dragging the “ great net,”  
bringing up all sorts o f  fish, rendering it neces
sary to select “  the good and throw the bad 
away,”  as the Saviour illustrates. On the 
other hand, I believe that nearly one third o f 
the converts in a great revival were nominal 
members o f  the Church at the time o f  their 
conversion. After many years o f  patient drill
ing and preparation in Southern Africa, we 
have recently tried this gospel method o f a 
daily “  concentration o f  effort ”  for a few days 
together in different places. In every place 
there has been a hearty co-operation o f  min
isters and people. God hath in every instance 
owned their labors, and crowned them with 
success, so that in the Cape Colony, Kaffraria, 
and Natal, during the space o f five months and 
twenty days, the ministers, on a personal ex
amination o f each case, with record o f name 
and address, reported over four thousand souls 
converted to God. Nearly one thousand o f 
these are whites, a large majority natives 
under training on the mission stations, with a 
good sprinkling o f  heathens. Probably one 
fourth or more o f the whole were nominal 
members o f the Church. On at least two 
o f  our large mission stations, the missionaries 
say all their people are now converted, and 
hence such another harvest on the same field 
cannot soon be gathered ; but, with good drill
ing, these communities can make new aggres
sions into the regions beyond. The unsaved 
millions o f  this continent belong to the heri
tage o f Jesus, and should be brought home to 
bis fold. Plenty o f  work for everybody. Let 
every believer be always trying to save some
body. How shall we best conserve and extend 
this great work o f God ? I can only plead for 
a fair trial o f  the

Apostolic Plan.— W hat is the ordinary 
mode o f aggression beyond our base, the mis
sion stations ? I believe it is to send out local 
preachers as pioneers among the heathen kraals 
every Sunday, with an occasional tour and pe
riodical services by the missionary, when his 
unceasing pressing duties on the station allow 
it. After the labor o f  years, a little society is 
formed, composed, it may be, o f a few super
annuated old heathen women and an old pauper 
man or two. This society, under the title o f 
an “  out-station,”  is to the surrounding heathen 
an exponent of Christianity, a representation to 
their minds o f the work o f  the great God we 
tell them about, and but excites their scorn 
and contempt. W e, however, pity their igno
rance, and go on fostering this little society, till 
in the progress o f years it grows to a respect
able Church, and a really good work is wrought 
and many souls saved, but the mass o f  its 
contemporaneous heathen have meantime gone 
down to perdition.

Now, instead o f this plan, or rather in addi
tion to it, in humble reliance on the broad 
character o f the gospel and power o f the H oly 
Ghost, I would select a few o f the best native 
preachers in the country.

W e  would go into the principal centers o f  
population, and pitch our tents, and by all le
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gitimate means arrest the attention o f  the 
people, and “ dispute with them daily,”  till the 
God o f  battles would give us one thousand or 
three thousand souls, according to the extent 
o f  the available population. W e  would imme
diately organize a Church, and establish good 
discipline, under an effective pastorate. From 
such a center, under the influence o f  such an 
exhibition o f  the saving power o f Jesus, wre 
would send forth into the neighboring kraals 
local preachers and all sorts o f lay agency, and 
give them healthy exercise and good vantage 
ground for winning souls for Christ. So soon 
as we should thus get the work in a new field 
thoroughly organized, we would strike our 
tents, and be off to another great center o f  
population, and “ so speak that a great multi
tude would believe.”  By and by Barnabas, 
John, and Mark could go to Cyprus, while 
Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke should press 
their way into new and more extensive fields.

In praying the God o f  the harvest to send 
forth laborers into our new fields, whether as 
“  evangelists, pastors, or teachers,”  we would 
expect that most o f them would be native Af
ricans, who would gladly submit to the general 
super in tendency o f  the white missionaries as 
long as the providential necessity for such 
agency might exist.

This will lead us to consider the
Kaffir Standard o f  Ministerial Education.—  

Nearly every Kaffir you meet is an orator. 
Their power as law pleaders is proverbial, and 
every Kaffir child speaks its language correctly. 
Rev. Mr. Appleyard, who has given to the 
Kaffirs the whole Bible in their own language, 
told me that he never heard a Kaffir make a 
grammatical blunder in speaking the Kaffir 
language. To teach a Kaffir Latin and Greek, 
to prepare him to preach to Kaffirs, in a lan
guage without a literature, is not only a waste 
o f  time, but is likely to remove him, in his feel
ings, modes o f thought, and habits o f  life, so 
far above his people, as greatly to weaken 
their mutual sympathy, and in many ways in
crease the difficulty o f  his access to them. O f 
course we would not object to the multiplica
tion o f  such men as Rev. T yo Soga, but shall 
the car o f  salvation stand still,’ and millions o f 
heathen perish, while we are waiting for the 
schools to turn out such agents as he ?

When the tribes o f  Africa become Christian
ized and civilized they may require a high 
literary standard o f ministerial education, and 
would also have the facilities and the men to 
use them. For the present, our Kaffir minis
ters should be able to read and write well, in 
their own language; and, as far as practicable, 
to read and write the English. They sltould 
be holy men o f  God, called by the H oly Ghost 
to preach the gospe l; men thoroughly in
structed in our doctrines and discipline ; men 
w'ho, individually, feel that “  W oe is me if I 
preach not the gospel,”  and who have “ gifts, 
grace, and f r u i t m e n  wTho will cheerfully con
sent to go anywhere, this side the gates o f  per
dition, to save sinners; ever ready to preach 
or to die for Jesus.

Where are we to get the Money f o r  such a 
W ork?— Whenever we would succeed, by the 
renewing power o f  the H oly Spirit, in getting 
“  a great multitude ”  converted t.o God, we 
would say to them, “  God designs you to be 
men, and not a set o f  children to be hanging on 
to the coat-tail o f  some foreign ‘ umfundici.’ 
W e  will together thank God for sending mis
sionaries over the sea to give you the gospel, 
and we will always reverence and love them ; 
but now that you have embraced the gospel, 
God requires you to support and extend it. 
H e hath given you land, grain, and cattle in 
abundance; he hath given you heads, and 
hearts, and hands; and now, through faith in

Jesus, you have received the ‘ gift o f  eternal 
life.’ Now you need a chapel, a preacher’s 
house, and school-house, and God expects 
every one o f you to help in this great work.”  
W e would at once show them the plans, and 
systematically organize them for the work. A  
little sweep was seen in a snow-storm running 
down-street in New York city. “  Hallo, Jack ! 
which way are you going ? ”  “  I’m going to
the missionary meeting; I ’ ve a share in the 
concern ; I gave a shilling to it last Sunday.”  
Thus we would give every saved heathen “  a 
share in the concern.”  Drawing them out o f 
the channels o f  their heathenish habits, we 
would give them plenty o f  new and useful em
ployment, and allow them no time for back
sliding. W e would thus make our infant 
Churches self-sustaining from the start. St. 
Paul’s new Churches among the heathen were 
not only self-supporting, but gave liberally for 
the support o f  their poor widows, and for the 
poor Jews in Judea besides, in some cases, 
to be sure, St. Paul refused to receive a sup
port for himself; but it was no doubt because 
he was establishing for the Church God’s own 
system o f  finance, and he would not leave a 
peg ou which his slanderers might hang a sus
picion that his grand financial scheme was for 
his own personal advantage. According to 
this system, every one o f  them was expected 
to lay by in store, the first day o f  every week, 
according as the Lord had prospered them, at 
least a tenth o f  their net income, with “  free
will offerings ”  besides, according to God’s 
ancient law for mankind, and to which the 
Jews o f those days yielded ready obedience.

W hile we “  have the poor with us,”  and 
while the gospel is preached by men, this law 
will be necessary, and hence obligatory.

Our native ministers would not require 
more than one fourth o f  what is necessary to 
support a foreign missionary. It would not 
be best to raise them above the people too 
fast, but to advance as fast as they could raise 
their people with them. W e would promise 
our men plenty o f  hard work, hard fare, and a 
martyr’s crown if they could fairly win i t ; 
and they would have au opportunity, no doubt. 
This brings to view a glimpse o f  the m o r a l  
e f f e c t  o f  such a movement upon the Church. 
Mr. George Cato said to me the other day, 
“  W hy is it that the gospel has so little effect 
upon the Mohammedans 1 ”  “  Mohammedan
ism is so bitter in its opposition to Christianity, 
and has such a tenacious hold upon its devotees, 
that the mild conservative type o f  modern 
Christianity is not adequate to grapple success
fully with such an organization o f  superstition 
and sin; nor indeed to gain very fast on hea
thenism, or successfully to resist the inroads 
o f infidelity and worldliness, even in Christian 
countries.”  I felt it to be a humiliating con
fession to have to make, but does not the logic 
o f  facts prove its truth ? But let us have a 
healthy development o f  the essential aggres
sive spirit o f  the gospel, carrying the “  glad 
tidings ”  from city to city, and from country 
to country, according to the gospel precedents 
adduced, now a chief or king converted to 
God, now an evangelist martyred, now a city 
conquered, the sympathy, prayers, and co
operation o f  every Christian in the world 
would be freely invested in such an enterprise. 
Everybody would be inquiring daily about the 
progress o f  the great work o f  God in its grand 
march to the conquest o f  the world. W e 
would have a living thing, worthy o f  God and 
humanity, and adequate to its ends. Such a 
work would wake the heroic elements o f  man’ s 
nature. How they are brought out by  the 
tocsin o f  w ar! W ithin the last five years 
nearly a million o f  men have laid down their 
lives on the altar o f  patriotism. A  low type

of Christianity, that does not enlist and employ 
the whole man, sinks down to a formal second
ary thing with him, and the active elements o f  
his nature are carried off into other channels o f  
enterprise. The heroic power o f  man’s nature, 
enlisted and sanctified by the H oly Spirit, is 
essentially the old martyr spirit, which kept 
the Gospel chariot moving in the olden time. 
W hat had Garibaldi ever to offer to his sol
diers? But did he ever lack an army after 
making it known that he wanted one? He 
knows how to take hold o f  the heroic power o f  
men’s hearts.

C H I N A .
The following letter from Rev. L. N. 

W heeler, the superintendent o f  our printing- 
press in Foochow, China, will increase the in
terest and confidence o f  the Church in our 
China Mission. The letter is dated at F oo
chow, November 26, 1866 :

The mission press is still actively employed. 
Having recently completed an edition o f  the 
colloquial New Testament in large character, 
we are now engaged upon a second edition, to 
be printed in the small character, a sort o f  
“ pocket edition.”  W e  expect soon to have 
ready twenty thousand copies o f  the three- 
character classic, a large uumber o f  which will 
be rapidly disseminated by the missionaries 
and native helpers in their appropriate work. 
W e  have also commeuced putting through the 
press an “  Alphabetic Dictionary o f the Foo
chow Dialect,” a work long contemplated and 
long felt to be a desideratum. When com
pleted it will be a portly volume o f  eight 
hundred or a thousand pages, and truly monu
mental in the literary world. Rev. R. S. 
Maclay, D .D ., o f our mission, and Rev. C. C. 
Baldwin, o f  the A. B. C. F.. M., are the au
thors. I send for your inspection a specimen 
o f the first printed sheet.

Brother Sites has lately returned from a 
long and successful preaching tour in the coun
try and in distant cities. D r. Maclay and 
Brother Baldwin are contemplating similar 
expeditions. A ll the brethren o f  the mission 
are hard at work, and all are cheered by the 
many signs o f progress. Inquirers are multi
plying at stations which have not hitherto been 
fruitful o f results, and additions to the Church 
are constantly being made.

G E R M A N Y .
G o o d  N e w s  p r o m  G e r m a n y .— A  remarka

b le  feature in the work in Germany is the 
conversion o f  the children o f  our brethren, the 
missionaries. W e  mentioned the conversion 
o f the eldest son o f  Brother Schwarz, as the 
first fruit o f  our new mission in Paris. Now 
we give notice o f conversions in the family o f 
Brother Nippert. In a letter to Brother Ja
coby, dated January 2, he writes o f  their glo
rious watchnight, and o f  the conversions iu his 
own family. H e says :

Yesterday at the love-feast we received from 
different parts reports o f  victory, which made 
the impression still deeper. After sacrament 
we had the joy  to pray with a number o f  
mourners, several o f  whom found peace, among 
them a man who wanted to commit suicide on 
new-year’s morning. In the evening, after the 
sermon, several persons entered into the liberty 
o f the children o f  God. Returning home I 
found my children, with whom my wife had
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read the Bible and prayed, under deep convic
tion. I united with them, and soon Charles 
(the eldest son, about fourteen years old) could 
believe and rejoice in the forgiveness o f  sin, 
and praise the Lord with tears o f  joy , with a 
loud voice. Soon followed Marie, (his sister- 
in-law, sixteen years old,) and then Hermann, 
(his second son.) Our servant had found 
peace the evening before. You may imagine 
what a joy  is in our house. Praise God that 
the kingdom o f heaven belongs also to our 
children. W e receive continually news from 
the city and country o f souls that get converted.

W e pray that the Lord may give a great re
vival to the whole wrork.

I N D I A .
L i g h t  in  t h e  E a s t .— Late letters from 

India, received at the Mission Rooms, increase 
our confidence in the great value and good 
success o f  our missions in that country. The 
internal action o f the mission is increasing in 
strength, variety, and practical results; and 
revivals are beginning to appear, having the 
same characteristics, in power and in express
ion, as we are accustomed to see at home. 
Witness the revival in the Girls’ Orphanage at 
Bareilly, and the studious devotion o f  the the
ological class o f  youth in the Boys’ Orphanage 
at Shahjehanpore. The «g re a se  o f  Christian 
schools in the mission is a marked feature. 
Religion is thoroughly taught in these schools.

Who will found  it ?— Since Brother Mar
tin has met the great want in our missions in 
Germany and Switzerland, we know o f  no one 
munificent act o f  Christian benevolence that 
could now compare, in beauty, grandeur, and 
blessed results, with that o f  founding a Mis
sion Seminary in India, with suitable buildings 
and a reasonable endowment. Let those 
whom God hath in his providence made rich, 
think o f  this rare opportunity o f  doing im
measurable good by  founding a seminary in 
India, from which shall go out, for generations 
to come, evangelists and pastors to sap the 
already weakened foundations o f  Paganism, 
and to plant and cherish the kingdom o f God. 
Happy is the man o f wealth who shall seize on 
this blessed opportunity.

C e n t e n a r y  C a m p -m e e t in g  in  In d ia .— Rev. 
W . C . Judd, in his annual report to the Mis
sion Rooms, says :

W e  commenced our Centenary camp-meet
ing for the Bareilly district on the 25th o f  Oc
tober, and continued it seven days. This was 
a new thing here, as none but our American 
brethren and sisters had ever seen such a meet
ing. W e  entered upon it with some anxiety 
as to the results. But, I am happy to say, our 
fears were groundless. God was with us in 
power, and it exceeded in interest m y most 
sanguine expectations. W e  had a general 
rally from all parts o f  the district. There was 
an attendance o f  about one hundred Christians, 
and from the first to the last a larger attend
ance o f  Hindoos and Mussulmans than we had 
dared to hope for. A t times it was thought 
that we had one hundred or more from the 
villages.

The services took the form o f  a regular or

protracted camp-meeting at home. After 
preaching, some brother would exhort, and in
vite sinners to rise up for prayer; and some
times they were invited forward, when we 
would all engage in prayer with them, and 
several professed to be greatly blessed. It 
was also a time o f great searching o f  hearts. I 
have never seen our native brethren and sisters 
so thoroughly aroused as they seemed to be 
during this meeting. It did us all good, and I 
trust the effects will be lasting.

Centenary Gifts.— The native private mem
bers raised among themselves for the Cente
nary one hundred and ten rupees, ($55.) The 
missionaries and native preachers had already 
given. This contribution o f  the native private 
members was very large, in view o f their pov
erty. I doubt whether one o f them has enough 
in hand to supply his family’ s wants fur a 
siugle month.

N e w  M i s s i o n a r i e s .— Rev. Frank M. Wheel
er, o f  Ovid, N . Y., East Genesee Conference, 
and Rev. Robert Hoskins, o f New York, have 
been appointed for missionaries to our field in 
India. Rev. E. S. Todd, formerly o f Chicago, 
and at present o f  New York, and Rev. W . F. 
Gilmore, o f  Monticello, 111., are appointed for 
China.

S ig n s  o f  t h e  T im e s  in  I n d ia .— No. I V .

By Rev. T. J. Scott, Missionary.

In a recent communication attention was 
called to the effects o f  western science, and the 
study o f  the English language and literature, in 
the Hindu mind.

Years ago missionaries were led to believe, 
that i f  Hindus were made acquainted with true 
science and a knowledge o f  the world outside 
o f  their own country, they w'ould cast off the 
monstrous folly o f  popular Hinduism. The 
progress o f  education and a knowledge o f En
glish among the natives has proved the cor
rectness o f  that opinion. More than thirty 
years ago a native educated in English, Ram  
Mohun R oy , avowed a want o f  confidence in 
Hinduism as taught and practiced. He pro
posed and entered upon a system o f  reform. 
His belief was not well defined, but manifestly 
was something like deism. His efforts were 
the germ o f  what has grown into quite an or
ganization or society. W e propose briefly to 
notice this development o f  progress among the 
people of India.

This movement has assumed the form o f a 
regular organization, called the Brahmo-Sa- 
majh, or Society o f  Brahmos, or believers in 
Brahm as the one true God. They are fre
quently, after the style o f  “  Young America,”  
called “  Young Bengal.”  The movement be
gan in and as yet is chiefly confined to 
Bengal. While discarding the great mass o f  
the religious books o f the Hindus, they hold 
that the older books, namely, the Vedas, con
tain true conceptions and teachings about God, 
man, and duty. These teachings and concep
tions are said to be the result o f  a kind o f  in
spiration, enjoyed in common by all good men 
who give themselves to thought and medita
tion. The Christian Scriptures they grant 
contain the same kind o f  inspiration, mixed up 
with much that is fabulous, and the result of
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fanatical credulity. These Brahmos are light- 
of-nature men, deists, rationalists. They read 
with avidity nil kinds o f  deistieal and rational
istic literature from the west. Newman and 
Colenso o f England, and Theodore Parker, 
have their ardent admirers among these “  wise 
men o f the east.”  It is hard to prediet just 
what shape this movoment may take yet. It 
is a striking phenomenon o f  mind on being 
liberated from the boundless credulity in which 
it had existed, and feeling for the first time 
the motions o f correct reason. It partly flees 
from Christianity, as having something in ap
pearance o f the gloomy prison o f  superstition 
from, which it has just escaped. Some things 
in the Bible look like the wonderful stories o f 
gods and men in the sacred books just dis
carded.

The creed or religious belief o f  these ration
alistic Hindu reformers is not yet very well 
defined or settled. They are still in a devel
oping stage. A  few o f  their leading religious 
principles are :

1. There exists but one true God, infinite in 
his attributes, good and merciful.

2. God is spirit, hence without form.
3. From his worship and service alone can 

happiness be enjoyed here and hereafter.
4. The worship and service o f  God consist 

in acts o f  devotion and praise, and the practice 
o f  virtue.

5. The only revelation or inspiration is pure 
intuition, by which the thoughtful and vir
tuously disposed can discover truth and the 
path o f  duty.

The covenant o f  the Brahmo-Samajh contains 
the following items in substance :

1. 1 will live devoted, through the love o f  
him, to the Supreme Being.

2. I will worship no created thing.
3. 1 will live in the practice o f  good deeds, 

and endeavor to live free from the practice o f  
any evil deed.

4. Every year I will contribute for the sup
port o f  the Brahmo-Samajh.

5. I will labor in every reasonable way for 
the eradication o f popular error among my 
people.

Recently a society similar to the Brahmo- 
Samajh was started in Madras, called the 
Veda-Samajh. The following are some items 
from the covenant o f its members. If one 
w’ill carefully read these items, he may obtain 
a clear conception o f  the change that is going 
on in the minds o f  these awakened Hindus.

1. I shall worship, through the love o f  him, 
the Supreme Being.

2. I shall labor to bring into practice a ritual 
agreeable to the spirit o f  pure Theism.

3. In the mean time I shall observe the cere
monies now in use, but only in cases where 
ceremonies are indispensable; and I shall go 
through them as mere matters o f routine, as 
the lifeless remains o f a superstition which has 
passed away.

4. I shall give up gradually all distinction 
o f  caste, and amalgamate the different branches 
o f  the same caste.

5. I shall never violate the duties and vir
tues o f  humanity, justice, veracity, temperance, 
and chastity.
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6. I shall discourage prostitution, bigamy, 

polygamy, and early marriages, and encourage 
the remarriage o f  widows.

7. I shall advance the cause o f  female edu
cation.

But a partial presentation can here be given 
o f  the belief and aim o f  these men. They 
regularly maintain public religious services, 
modeled considerably after the forms o f  Chris
tian worship. The congregations assemble in 
halls appointed for the purpose, and remain 
seated during service, which consists chiefly in 
the recitation o f  prayers and praises from a 
printed ritual or book o f  worship. Extempore 
prayers are also offered and sermons or lec
tures read. The service is interspersed with 
singing and chanting, accompanied by an in
strument; chiefly harmoniums are used. Some 
o f  the printed prayers are most humble, de
vout, and appropriate, but want that name 
which is above every name. A ll that is good, 
true, and intelligent in the belief and worship 
o f  these Hindus is derived from Christianity, 
yet they are slow to acknowledge any indebt
edness. This is the old story o f  deism and 
skepticism. The whole movement is the old 
effort o f  the human mind to work out for itself 
a knowledge o f  God, duty, and destiny. W ith 
the world’s oft-repeated folly before them, and 
also the signal failure o f  their own ancestors, 
which they cannot deny, they yet attempt, 
from “  pure intuition,”  to determine for them
selves truth, duty, and destiny, it strikes one 
as very strange, that they fail to see that the 
enlightenment and freedom o f  thought which 
they possess have come to them from Chris
tianity.

It is difficult yet to say what will be the re
sult o f  this development o f  religious thought. 
Some missionaries are sanguine in the expecta
tion that the Brahmo-Samajh will abandon its 
position for Christianity. Some o f  its mem
bers do become Christians.

A t present the Samajh is making vigorous 
efforts to disseminate its belief among Hindus 
generally. Missionaries go out, who often 
endure much persecution from the old school 
Hindus. Congregations have been established 
in Bengal, and a few in other parts o f  India. 
The society has several papers published in 
its interests, and is certainly making some 
progress.

The Indian missionary may yet find a more 
subtle and inveterate foe in this Hindu ration
alism than in paganism itself. Still the hope 
is, that in some way the hearts and minds o f  
these men may be turned to the Saviour o f  the 
world. Certainly many o f  them are almost 
persuaded to be Christians. National pride 
and “ fleshly w isdom ”  seem to keep them 
back. The missionaries and chaplains o f  Ben
gal, where they are chiefly found, and the 
Bishop o f Calcutta, are making worthy efforts 
to lead them to Christ. W e  watch the move
ment with anxious interest, and pray that H e 
who “  brought life and immortality to light in 
the gospel,” who is “  the life, the truth, and 
the way,”  may yet win them to himself.

Six Y e a r s  in  I n d ia , b y  M r s .  E .  J .  H u m 

p h r e y .— It is seldom that the Corresponding

Secretary o f  the Missionary Society can find 
time to read a b o o k ; but having occasion to 
look into a handsome duodecimo volume, en
titled “ Six Years in India,”  by Mrs. Hum
phrey, he could not lay it by until he had read 
it through. It is published by Carlton & Por
ter, 200 Mulberry-street, New York. It is 
commended to all who love the missionary 
cause, and especially in India.

S c a n d in a v ia n  D o m e s t i c .— W e  have before 
us a letter from Rev. S. B. Newman, mission- 
ary'at Galesburgh, Knox county, Illinois. He 
gives an account o f  a protracted meeting which 
resulted in an accession o f  twenty persons to 
the Church under his care.

J a m e s t o w n , C h a u t a u q u e  C o u n t y ,  N. Y .—  
From  this mission, formerly under the care -of 
Rev. S. B. Newman, we hear a good account. 
Eight persons have recently united with the 
Scandinavian mission in Jamestown and Sugar 
Grove.
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