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A F R I C A .
D e v il  H o u s e .— In Africa, where our m is 

sionaries dwell, the towns are surrounded by 
high wooden fences, with only here and there 
an entrance. A t the principal gateway o f 
most o f  these towns is to be seen a small 
thatched house, through which all entering or 
leaving the town by this road mast pass; and 
this house is dedicated to whom ? Not to 
God, but to the devil, for the poor ignorant 
people worship devils; and all who pass 
through this house are expected to leave an 
offering here. F or instance, i f  a woman re
turns from the spring with her water-jar upon 
her head, she must spill over a little ; or should 
she have rice or cassadas, a portion must also 
be given, or a pinch o f  snuff, or a piece o f  to
bacco, all to secure the good-will o f  the spirits 
who are supposed to dwell here. Sometimes 
an offering is made o f  a water-pot or jug, or it 
may be a chair or an old hat, and these things 
are deposited upon a shelf on one side, the 
other being open.

Once in a year, perhaps, the people o f  the 
town suspend all labor, and go in a body 
“  to feed  the town devil, ”  as they will tell you. 
So they cook rice and fowl, and march in pro
cession to the house, and after addressing the 
spirits who are supposed to reside here, they 
scatter the food about, sprinkle the blood o f 
the fowl on the sides o f  the house, and with 
much ceremony they disperse, feeling no doubt
that the town is much safer than-before.
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W ho can think o f the devotion o f these su
perstitious and idolatrous customs, and not 
wish they might show the same zeal in the 
service o f  the true G od !

C a p e  P a l m a s .— Rev. Thomas Fuller writes 
that the Lord has graciously visited his sta
tion. There have been above seventy converts, 
and more than sixty o f  them have attached 
themselves to his charge. A t the time o f his 
writing in November the work was still in 
progress.

The Sunday-school and the cause o f  temper
ance among the juveniles were doing well.

Mrs. Burns, widow o f the late bishop, is 
again teaching in Monrovia, the late Consul 
Planson having employed her to teach a 
school supported by a Mr. Frye, o f Baltimore, 
America.

Since the above was written, we are pained 
to learn that Mrs. Burns is in very poor health, 
and had been troubled with hemorrhage o f  the 
lungs.

The death o f  Consul Hanson is a severe 
blow for Liberia, but it is hoped that the loss 
will be alleviated by  the presence and services 
o f  Rev. John Seys, appointed minister resi
dent from the United States.

Another death will be seriously deplored, in 
Monrovia especially, in the person o f  Miss 
Caty Strobell, daughter, by marriage, o f  Judge 
James. Miss Strobell has for many years 
been one o f  the most efficient school teachers 
in the republic.

R e v . W .  H . T y l e r , presiding elder o f  Basso 
district, and preacher in. charge o f  Buchanan 
circuit, departed this life at the close o f  Octo
ber, 1866.

The college suffers from the loss o f  Professor 
Crummell, who has resigned his chair.

Professor Blyden is absent in the East, 
Constantinople, oi* in its vicinity, to perfect 
himself in the knowledge o f  the Arabic, hoping 
thereby to serve the cause o f  letters and re
ligion among certain native tribes contiguous 
to the republic, who are o f  a better stock, ap
parently, by reason o f  some educational ad
vantages, than any others known to the republic.

R e v . J o h n  S e y s  sailed in the Golconda, 
November 21, 1866, from Charleston, S . C., 
for Africa, as Minister Resident and Consul 
General. H e was long connected with our 
African mission, and this makes his seventeenth 
voyage across the Atlantic.

E m ig r a t io n .— Six hundred emigrants sailed 
in the Golconda, from Tennessee, Georgia, and 
South Carolina. O f these seventy-three were 
farmers, while others were carpenters, shoe
makers, bricklayers, blacksmiths, coopers, 
millers, etc. Another company started on 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, from New York, in the 
Edith Rose, having come from Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. Five o f  
them had been soldiers in the 24th, 25th, and 
other regiments o f  the United States colored 
troops. The leader, Charles A. Ilarrel, served 
three years in the navy and one in the army. 
The emigrants were well supplied with agri
cultural implements and tools, with Bibles and 
Sunday-school books, intending to form a set
tlement on the St. John’s river, in Grand Bassa 
county, Liberia, to be called Lincoln. The 
emigrants were singing as the vessel left, bear
ing with them the blessings o f  civilization and 
Christianity.

M a d a g a s c a r .— In Church-fellowship there 
are now four thousand three hundred and sev
enty-four persons, representing a total Christian 
population o f between sixteen and eighteen 
thousand. Some o f the Bibles which were 
presented by the first missionaries almost 
forty years ago, were preserved, and often 
stealthily read, during Rauavalona’s long reign; 
one o f the present missionaries obtained a copy 
which had been carefully read by the people. 
In the time o f  the persecution they seem to 
have had intelligent and pious men to instruct 
and guide them.
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and Jeremiah, laughing at the proposition, said 
to David, “  W ho can carry word from here 
into the upper world ? Are not the doors o f  
copper, the door-posts o f  iron, the locks o f  
stone, and well sealed David replied, u Laz
arus, the friend o f  Christ, will leave us to
morrow ; he can. be our messenger.”  When 
Adam heard this he approached Lazarus and 
said, “  Friend o f  Christ, tell the Lord that 
Adam, the first created, asks whether he was 
created for the purpose o f  sojourning for a short 
time on earth, and now to be tormented in hell 
already so many years. Only for a short time 
was he the lord over all the creatures, and 
saw thy shining light, but so long a time is he- 
tormented by the wicked one. Although it is 
true that he has trespassed against thee, yet 
what has Abraham done 1 W as he not thy 
friend, and was he not even ready to offer up 
his only son Isaac 1 And hast thou not prom
ised by him to bless all nations'? Still is he 
here, and so long tormented. Noah, whom thou 
hast saved from the flood on account o f  his 
righteousness, could he not have escaped this 
place, then how much less his, like myself, sinful 
sons 1 But the great prophet Moses, what has 
he done that he also is with us in this darkness 
o f  hell “? And David, whom thou hast 60 

magnified upon earth, and to whom thou gavest 
so great a kingdom, who also composed the 
Psalms, what has he done 1 And John, thy 
forerunner, who also baptized thee, and who 
was filled with the H oly Ghost before his birth, 
wherein did he trespass? Like myself, thy 
prophets, Elijah and Enoch, who certainly 
gave thee the fullest satisfaction of all on earth, 
ask whether on account o f  our sins thou show- 
est no mercy, or whether thou art waiting for 
the appointed time, or whether thou wilt-come 
in thine own person to deliver us 1 If so, then 
do come and deliver us from hell, and bind the 
wicked one, so that by our adoration o f  thysulf 
the boisterous Jews may learn to know and 
magnify thee, with the Father and the H oly  
Ghost.”

T h e  natives o f  Africa, like all people who 
“  sit in the region and shadow o f  death,”  seem 
o f  all others under the power o f  the devil. 
This is set forth in a remarkable manner by 
the following extract from the letter o f  a 
Wesleyan missionary:

The only medical assistance which the na
tives procure is from their “  N ’gaka,”  or native 
doctor, who generally combines the offices o f  
M .D . with those o f  sorcerer, witch doctor, and 
rain-maker. These men use whatever skill 
they have for the subversion o f the mission
ary’s influence, and take advantage o f  bodily 
sickness to draw off people from their connec
tion with the mission, well knowing that in 
proportion as the missionary gains over the 
people to his side, the hopes o f  their gains will 
be gone. In spite o f  all their opposition to the 
missionaries, the people are losing confidence 
in them, and many o f the most deeply preju
diced among the heathen often come to the 
Mission House for medicines, or to have some 
simple surgical operation performed for them.

When the native doctor finds this he will 
change his tactics, by  pretending to counte
nance the missionary, so as to impose more 
easily on those who are members o f  the 
Church. An instance o f this kind occurred a 
short time ago on this station. A  young 
woman, a member o f  our Church, was ailing, 
and applied to me for medicines. I found her 
suffering from general debility, and prepared 
her some alteratives and tonics. The effects 
o f  these not being immediately apparent, the 
parents, who were heathens, became impatient, 
and called in a native doctor. On his arrival 
he produced a divining necklace, composed o f 
antelopes’ hoofs, birds’ claws, pieces o f tor
toise-shell, horn, and bones, cut into many fan
tastic shapes. Taking them from his neck, he 
unstrung and gave them to the young woman 
to throw down on the ground. This done, he 
proceeded to divine. First looking at the in
strument o f  divination, and then in the face o f 
the young woman, he began cautiously to de
scribe her symptoms in the following mauner: 
“  Ah ! weakness o f  the chest, pain in the loins, 
lightness o f  the head, want o f  appetite,”  etc. 
(He, o f  course, by private inquiry, was well 
aware o f  all this before.) After so exactly 
describing the symptoms, to the utter amaze
ment o f  the parents, he proceeds to investigate 
the cause o f  the disease. To do this he looks 
more steadily at the instrument o f  divination, 
and declares “ she is bewitched;”  that some 
noxious winged insects have taken possession 
o f  her interior. Before proceeding further 
with the case, he declares this to be a difficult 
subject for a cure, requiring the combined 
efforts o f  the missionary and himself. This is 
done to please any who may be favorable 
toward the missionary. H e then orders them 
to send to the missionary for a strong emetic, 
but to be careful not to disclose the fact of 
their having consulted him, lest the required 
medicine should be withheld.

Meanwhile he has some maize porridge 
prepared, in which he manages to conceal the 
“  noxious winged insects,”  together with some 
small shreds o f  printed calico, and some other 
substances. The patient is then directed to 
swallow, without masticating, a few spoonfuls 
o f  the “ charmed food.”  She has scarcely 
done this, when the messenger returns from 
the missionary with the emetic. This is ad
ministered in due form, and the result is that 
the “  noxious winged insects,”  etc., are ejected 
from the stomach o f the patient. Surprise and 
consternation seize on the friends o f  the sick 
gjrl. The skill o f  the sorcerer is extolled, and 
he is installed as medical adviser. A  fee

(perhaps a fat sheep) is demanded for this 
first visit, and before he has done with his pa
tient he almost fleeces the family.

The surgical practice o f  the “ N ’gaki”  is 
barbarous. In drawing teeth they use a hand
spike, resembling a cooper’s punch, which is 
driven with considerable force against the 
tooth, until it is loosened. When loose they 
take a “  lemas,”  or piece o f  steel, resembling 
a large sail needle. This is forced into the 
gums at the root o f  the teeth, and the gums 
used as a fulcrum to prize out the. tooth. 
They have come to me, after enduring great 
torture from the native doctor, to have their 
teeth drawn, when I have found their tooth 
split into several pieces.

R U S S I A .
R e v . F .  W . F l o c k e n , o f  Tultcha, Turkey, 

sends us this second paper concerning some o f 
the traditions o f  the Russians : •m

According to my promise, I herewith send to 
you a second extract from the Russian work 
mentioned in my last letter, and commence 
this one where I stopped with the former, 
namely, with the wreath in which it is said 
that Adam was buried. It is stated that out 
o f  this wreath grew up a most wonderful tree, 
growing simultaneously and uniformly in three 
stems, exceeding all other trees in circum
ference and height. The flood carried off this 
wonderful tree, and placed it so that at the 
time o f  the crucifixion o f  our Lord a cross was 
made for him from the middle stem ; for the 
malefactor to whom paradise was promised, a 
cross was made o f the stem growing to the 
right; and for the other, one from the stem to 
the left. But before this wonderful tree was 
used for this purpose, it is said that the river 
Tigris had carried part o f  the tree to the right 
o f  the middle, to a distant p lace; and when 
Seth was going to commemorate his departed 
father, that is, offer a sacrifice fur his soul, the an
gel o f  the Lord pointed out to him this tree. 
From  it he took and kindled a fire which burns 
unquenchable in eternity, and is guarded by 
wild animals. O f the tree to the left side it is 
said that the flood transferred a part o f  it to 
the shore o f  the river Marah, and that it was a 
branch o f this tree with wrhich Moses, upon the 
command o f the angel o f  the Lord, made the 
bitter water sweet. In regard to the origin o f 
Mount Calvary the following is reported: One 
day King Solomon while out hunting was over
taken by a storm. One o f his servants carry
ing the king’s cloak lost his master, and seeing 
a cavern went into it for shelter. W hile there 
he saw a skull, and reported it to the king, 
meeting him after the storm. Next morning 
Solomon assembled his people at the cavern, 
the skull was brought out, and the king at once 
recognized it as that o f  Adam. Then taking 
up a stone, he ordered every man to follow his 
example, and do as they should see him do. l ie  
then bowed very low to the skull aud said, “  I 
adore thee as God’s first creature,”  and while 
throwing the stone upon it said, “  and stone 
thee as the first transgressor.”  Whereupon 
every one o f the people said and did the same, 
and from this originated Mount Calvary, called 
Golgotha.

But not to be burdensome to yourself and 
your readers with these extracts in regard to 
Adam, 1 will finish by just giving the reported 
conversation which Adam, as is said, had with 
Lazarus in hell. This is as fo llow s: Shortly 
before the death o f Christ, Adam assembled 
around himself in hell all the prophets and 
righteous, and proposed that one o f  their num
ber should be sent to Christ, with tears and 
supplication, for deliverance from hell. Isaiah

Upon these, and many other similar reports, 
rest, as I now see, many opinions and usages 
o f  the members o f  the Greek Church, and es
pecially o f  the many denominations o f  Russian 
dissenters. I am ready to believe that to the 
majority the details o f  these sayings are not 
known, yet finding (not to speak o f  others) that 
now, after five years, having during this period 
availed myself o f  every opportunity, and used 
every available means to enlighten the Russian 
dissenters called Molakans, who call them
selves spiritual, evangelical, or protestant 
Christians, with a very small exception still 
continuing to make dinners in memory o f  de
parted friends, at which occasion every one 
participating expresses himself in the following 
manner, “  Remember, 0  Lord, our departed 
parents, brothers, sisters, and also all our 
friends, in mercy, and deliver them from the 
torments o f  hell,”  etc., e tc .; I have to come 
to the conclusion, that the foundation upen 
which this usage rests must be something else 
than the few passages in the apocryphal books 
o f  the Old Testament, to which they generally 
point.

Taking into consideration that although, dur
ing the past two years, much has been said in 
the religious journals o f  England and America 
in regard to the extensive circulation o f the 
H oly Bible in the Russian language, yet up to 
this day this numerous nation does not possess 
a Bible in the vernacular, but only the New 
Testament and the Psalms, and that all the 
other inspired books, like the Church service 
and prayers, exist in the old Slavic language, 
and that such a Bible costs, according to size, 
from four to thirty d o l l a r s ,  and consequently can 
only be procured by a small number, and that
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the mass o f  the people must be content with 
what is told them, then I think no one will 
count it useless that we spend a part o f  our 
time in reading reports like the above.

I N D I A .
M is s io n  S c h o o l s  in  I n d ia .— Our mission 

schools in India form a very important part o f  
our work. The government schools supply 
simply secular instruction, but exclude re
ligious. Christian mission schools supply 
the religious instructions. Our schools are 
chiefly provided for and supported by the 
European population resident in India. When 
they attaim to a certain degree o f  strength and 
success the government gives grants in aid o f  
these schools. The schools in Lucknow are 
described in tha following communication re
ceived at the Mission Room s in New York, 
from Rev. P. T. W ilson, dated November 
12, 1866:

Having just returned from Lucknow, where 
our District Centenary meeting passed off 
pleasantly, an account o f  which you may have 
had from other sources, I propose to make 
some remarks in reference to our Lucknow 
schools. In doing so I shall quote largely 
from a report read by Brother Messmore, at 
a missionary meeting held in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Lucknow, on the evening o f November 
1, 1866, over which Mr. Thomson, the officiat
ing superintendent o f  Public Instruction in 
Oudh, presided.

In some heathen countries the missionary 
has to prepare an alphabet, and reduce the 
language to writing, before he is prepared to 
enter upon his work, but not so in India. Here 
for three thousand years books have been in 
use, and at the present time the government is 
filliHg the land with schools o f  every grade. 
Hence some say we need not turn our atten
tion to schools. But in reply I remark, 1. That 
after government has done all it can, there is 
still much to do. 2. W e  need the school as a 
means o f  access to the middle and upper classes 
o f  society, whom we fail to reach in our public 
ministrations, and can only approach when the 
wray is paved by their children. 3. Government 
assumes to educate, but must necessarily be 
neutral in religion. “  So while it teaches sci
ence, which undermines and sweeps away the 
religion o f  the heathen, it gives nothing in re
turn beyond a few lifeless principles o f  general 
naor^.lity.”

“  It is a momentous thing to a nation to be 
swept from the moorings o f  its religious be
lie f; and if, at such a juncture, the pilot ship 
o f  a living Christianity does not grapple the 
drifting ship, there will be shipwreck o f  all 
faith.”

“  The Sandwich Islanders had just thrown 
away their idols when the missionaries first 
appeared. They had determined to forsake 
their old religion, but did not know what they 
should adopt. A t this juncture Christianity 
was offered ; they were ready to accept it, and 
a few years witnessed the Christianization o f  
the islands.”

“  In India the situation is the same, with the 
exception that the transition is more gradual, 
and the change is by  individuals instead o f  
communities. The educated Hindu is forsak
ing the faith o f  his fathers; the missionary 
seeks to give him instead the doctrines and 
precepts o f  Christianity; and he knows no 
better opportunity or more suitable place, than

the very sohool-room where the foundations o f  
faith were first shaken.”

In the city o f  Lucknow we have eleven 
schools, five for boys, five for girls, and one o f 
a mixed character opened during the present 
year.

The boys’ schools consist o f  the Hosainabad 
Central School, with two hundred and fifty 
scholars, and four branch schools, with an ag
gregate o f three hundred scholars, making a 
total o f  five hundred and fifty boys.

Brother Messmore has general supervision 
o f  these schools, but devotes his time chiefly 
to the central school in Hosainabad. Here we 
have a suitable building, containing a large 
hall and six good recitation rooms. This we 
design to make a college, affiliated to the Cal
cutta University. To this end we devote our 
Centenary offerings, and hope to see the day 
when all our schools shall enjoy the advantages 
that will result from this arrangement. In 
these schools every advantage for a good lite
rary training is afforded, while Christianity is 
openly taught; so that none need depart from 
us without at least a good theoretical knowl
edge o f  our holy religion.

W e have in Lucknow four girls’ schools, con
taining one hundred and thirty scholars. These 
are held in private houses in various parts o f  
the city. Sister Messmore has charge, and 
spends several days weekly in visiting and su
pervising them. Some o f the teachers and 
scholars come to the mission premises in 
closed dooleys, where Sister Waugh teaches 
them knitting, sewing, embroidery, etc.

These girls are all Mohammedans, mostly 
from the professional classes. Being professedly 
pardanisheens, or vailed, it is necessary to con
vey them to and from school inclosed dooleys. 
They are all learning to read Urdu in the Per- 
siau character. “  Many have learned to read 
with the greatest fluency, also made good prog
ress in arithmetic and geography. Copies o f 
the Psalms, Testament, and other Christian 
publications have found their way to nearly 
all the schools, but we do not dare yet to 
teach Christianity openly, as in the boys’ 
schools.”

“  The girls are taught various forms o f in
dustry suited to their several habits and occu
pations. In this they show great quickness 
and aptitude. Knitting, sewing, em broid^y 
in cotton and wool have specially received their 
attention, and their expertness is really aston
ishing. In fact, whether we give them books 
or work, they seize them with avidity, and 
show themselves in intelligence and industry 
not a whit behind the best classes in our boys’ 
schools.”

“  The great difficulties are irregularity in at
tendance, ignorance o f  the proper way to 
study, and an almost utter inability to organ
ize a school, or keep it working in order when 
it has been organized for them.”  “  Hence the 
constant supervision o f  missionary ladies is ab
solutely necessary, and when occasionally it 
has happened that this supervision has been 
for a short time necessarily neglected, the 
chaotic state o f  the schools too plainly showed 
the weakness and inexperience o f  the teachers.”

“ The fifth girls’ school is what we term a 
ragged school, where each girl receives one 
pice for attendance daily. This school has 
been in operation for four years, and a few 
girls became able to read well in the Hindu 
character. These have left the city, and their 
place is supplied by beginners. There are 
twenty in attendance, many o f  whom are so 
poor that they are dependent upon their daily 
three cents for their daily food.”

To sum up, we have in our Lucknow schools 
five hundred and fifty boys, one hundred and 
fifty girls ; total, seven hundred.

To aid in these schools the government 
grants monthly B. 310, ($155.) For the bal
ance we have thus far had to look to the friends 
o f education in this country.

S C A N D I N A V I A .
S w e d e n .— W e have before us a letter dated 

November 21, 1866, at W isby, Gotland, in 
which the missionary, Rev. A . Cederholm, 
says that he has just formed three classes o f  
twelve members each. They are proposing 
to avail themselves o f  what is known as the 
dissenters’ law, in order to relieve themselves 
o f  the annoyance they would otherwise ex
perience from the parish ministers.

N o r w a y .—  Christiana is the capital o f  this 
kingdom, and in it we have a mission. Rev. 
S. A . Steenseti, o f  the Wisconsin Conference, 
is the missionary.

An American citizen, who spent the last 
summer in those high northern latitudes, says 
o f  Christiana that it can only be described as 
lovely, charming, beautiful. Situated at the 
head o f a fjord, dotted with islands and sur
rounded by hills and mountains, the general 
aspect is that o f  grandeur and beauty com
bined. The suburbs o f  the city for many 
miles are filled with beautiful country houses 
o f  pretty ornamented styles, cultivated gar
dens, and everything to add to the general 
loveliness. You can hardly imagine anything 
more charming than the view from the palace, 
which, being on the highest ground o f  the city, 
overlooks both the country and the fjord. If it 
had not been so delightful we would hardly 
have been tempted to stop all summer here ; 
but, without intending more than a fortnight, 
we have been here nearly two months. The 
climate is delicious, and its healthfulness cer
tainly more than ordinary, wThen two such 
pampered people as we can spend seven weeks 
exposed to all sorts o f  weather without even a 
cold in the head, and for the last week driving 
about without scarcely having had an hour’s 
successive sunshine.

T he W eek or  P rayer.— T he meetings in 
the church o f Dr. Adams, in Madison Avenue, 
and St. Paul’s, Methodist, on Fourth Avenue, 
were attended by large congregations and 
many devout pastors from the several Churches 
o f  the city. Nothing, after the divine presence 
and the grace o f  supplication, more marked the 
assemblies than the presence o f the venerable 
pastors and aged missionaries who took part 
in the services. D r. Ludlow, formerly and 
for many years pastor in New York and 
Poughkeepsie, Dr. D e W itt, now a patriarch 
in the city churches, the heroic Dr. Jonas King, 
o f  Athens, the Athens in which Paul preached, 
and Bishop Janes, were among the numbers 
who were intercessors during this sublime an
nual world-wide gathering, to call upon the 
name o f the Lord for the salvation o f  the 
world. The tide o f  devotion and Christian 
union, it is believed, is higher at this time than 
ever heretofore in the Churches o f  this city.
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NEW  YORK, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1867.

T h e  F i v e  R e q u is it e s .— Pastor, Christian 
brother, "will you take note o f  them ?

1. A  monthly missionary sermon by  every 
pastor.

2. The Missionary Advocate in every family.
3. A  contribution from every member.
4. Every Sunday-school a missionary so

ciety.
5. The missionary monthly concert o f  prayer 

in every church.

F o u r  G r e a t  W a n t s .— 1 . More Thought. 
So few think about its great work and urgent 
claims.

2. More Prayer.— So few pray believingly 
and continuously for its growing prosperity.

3. M ore Men.— So few well-qualified per
sons offer themselves for missionary labor.

4. More Money.— So few give according to 
their ability, and according to the claims o f  a 
perishing world.

O ur M is s io n  C a u s e .— Under this head the 
editor o f  the Northwestern gives to his readers 
two full columns o f  quick and opportune ex
hortation in behalf o f “  the cause.”  W e  make 
a few extracts :

The estimates for the coming year are based 
upon the faith that the receipts will average 
one dollar per member, including probationers, 
reported at our recent conferences. Let us 
look at the situation fairly in the face.

The policy o f  the board is precisely such as 
has been urged by the Western conferences. 
Instead o f  expanding our foreign work, it has 
greatly increased appropriations for our do
mestic missions upon our frontiers, and in the 
purlieus o f  our great cities, and for our work 
in the South. W e  are estopped from com
plaint, and i f  there be a mistake in the policy 
it is one for which our conferences are respon
sible.

It is hardly sufficient to say the pressure o f  
the Centenary cause occasioned the falling off, 
for it so turns out that where the Centenary 
work was well done, liberally done, the mis
sionary cause was well sustained.

What shall be done and who shall do it ? 
The Church assigns the responsibility o f  pre
senting this cause, to the pastors and their mis
sion committees. That responsibility cannot 
be evaded or shaken off.

The want o f  information. Our Missionary 
Advocate is published for gratuitous distribu
tion, and yet whole congregations never see it. 
Give the people the facts and they will give 
the money.

Having read the world's situation in the light 
o f  revelation, open your Church Discipline and 
see what it requires at your hand. The Church 
speaks to you authoritatively, and prescribes 
a line o f  action. Summon your Missionary 
Committee ; talk and pray with it until its 
members are as fully impressed as yourself, i f  : 
that can be. Organize your Sunday-school j 
missionary society, and as soon as possible I

call your congregation to act. Our missionary 
collection throughout the whole Church can be 
taken and forwarded by the 10th o f  May. It 
will, taken early, give the key-note to the offer
ings o f  the year.

D o  not wait until you can secure help from 
some eminent man. D o the work yourtself. 
Each pastor wants the inspiration that the 
study and delivery o f  his missionary sermons 
will give him.

W e  make haste to urge our Western Meth
odist ministers— the noblest body o f  clergy 
there is on earth— to summon the Churches to 
action early in 1867. W hat Church will 
strike the key-note, and give us a good report 
to send the anniversary in New York on Jan
uary 13.

H e a r  t h e m .— The bishops o f the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, who are known as the gen
eral superintendents o f  all the spiritual work 
o f  the whole Church at home and abroad, as 
no other class o f  ministers o f  any Church 
can be, say in their pastoral address to the 
Churches :

Our work is not confined to this country, but 
is extending to the ends o f  the earth. Mis
sions in Northern, Central, and Eastern Europe, 
in Western Africa, in South America, in North
ern India, and Southern China, and on our 
western frontier, show that we are not unmind
ful o f our Saviour’s great commission. While 
we are laboring ourselves, we rejoice to recog
nize other Churches side by side with us, and 
mark both in us and them an increase o f  fra
ternal feeling and catholic spirit. Let us plan 
cautiously, and take care to carry forward our 
missionary movements. There must be no 
retreat from the field o f heathendom, and no 
decline o f  the missionary spirit, and no diver
sion o f  resources o f  our Sabbath-schools from 
the treasury o f  the Missionary Society.

W o r t h il y  s a id .— One o f  our ablest writers 
says o f  the Missionary Society some words 
which will, we are sure, reinspire its old friends 
and encourage its young ones :

When Nathan Bangs drew up, with no little 
timidity, in the year 1819, the Constitution o f 
tne Methodist Missionary Society, he founded 
a living institution. W ithout a salaried officer 
for years, and to this day without other"visi
bility than a plainly furnished office, the society 
then created has been a -power in all the earth, 
and has done as much to prepare us for the 
Centenary o f  American Methodism as all our 
other ecclesiastical agencies combined.

T h e  M a g n if ic e n t  M o v e m e n t .— A  friend, 
writing us from Canada, says: “  I have read 
the account o f the results reached by your 
General Missionary Committee at its late ses
sion. I consider their action a magnificent 
movement in the eyes o f  the Christian world, 
and hope your Church will justify their plans 
and appropriations.”  Our pastors and people 
will see in the foregoing itenjs that we are 
compassed about with many witnesses on earth, 
not to say a cloud o f  witnesses to us invisible.

C H I N A .
R e v . O . G ib s o n , formerly o f  our mission 

in China, has received the following three let
ters from the native preachers, the Chinese 
members o f  the Church, and the schoolboys

formerly under his care. W e take the English
translation from the Northern Christian A d
vocate.

M y  D e a r  R e v ! O. G ib s o n  : From the 
time that you went home, we have all besought 
the Lord in your behalf, that he kindly give 
you household, and Mrs. Martin to obtain 
peace. And constantly we have remembered 
you, because you while in China preaching 
Jesus with warm heart, and exerted your 
whole strength for the Church, and sincerely 
loved the brothers and sisters, and instructed 
us. You also constantly endured perils, there
fore, at the present time, seeing the brothers’ 
hearts, hearing their expressions, there is no one 
does not desire you to return. But it is diffi
cult to send a letter; therefore it has been de
layed until now, and so we all made in one 
letter. Now the Church is all at peace, and 
we hoping that you will not deny us, not allow 
any difference about the proper translations o f  
certain characters to hinder you. Our Saviour 
said, “  The harvest is great, but the laborers 
are few.”  W e  desire the heavenly Father to 
protect you, and give you to return in peace. 
W e also send salutations to your mother, and 
your wife, and Mrs. Martin ; and when you 
have time, give us most respect to bishops, and 
pastors, and brethren and sisters in the Church ; 
and ask them to pray for China, that the Lord’s 
doctrine may quickly prevail, and that no ob
stacles may hinder its prospers. Amen.

Y o u r  T r u l y  B r o t h e r s .

■ [Signed in Chinese by thirteen native 
preachers.]

To o u r  D e a r e s t  P a s t o r , O. G ib s o n  : W e 
fear that you will think we have forgotten 
you, but we have n ot; we remember you very 
often indeed. s Since you, with your family 
and Mrs. Martin, departed from us, we have 
kept you all in our minds when praying. W e 
also thought that you was very kind to give us 
needful instruction, and assisted us to accom
plish our good objects. W e  very often dream 
about you at night, and talking with us, or 
going to preach with us, and think about you 
when we see your house. W e  also have very 
interesting conversation about you, because 
you treated us as your beloved scholars; but 
we are thinking that we ought to be much 
ashamed because we did not respect you as 
our teacher; now we hope will you be so kind 
as to forgive us for all that. W e also thought 
you would remember us in your prayer, 
though in the far aways. But now we desire 
to see you turn back to China again soon, be
cause we remember that you promised us, in 
two years perhaps you would come again; but 
now two years are full already; we have not 
received a letter from you to tell us what time 
you are already to come, and also we have 
waited for your letter a long time ; i f  you do 
not write to tell us we will get tired, also we 
will think have you got a hard hearted, do 
not care for your six or seven years scholars, 
and brothers, and sisters in our Church ; and 
we also heard a number o f  them in the Church, 
who are very anxious to hear from you, that 
you are ready to come to China, they said, be
cause you in Foochow were very faithful to 
preach the truth, and very earnest to instruct 
them and to make them increase in the faith 
daily, therefore we send this note to tell you 
do not delay, but to hasten to come to our 
nation, for many persons are hoping you will 
come. While writing this letter we feel sor
row, and weep bitterly about you, for we feel 
as though we had lost a beloved teacher. Now, 
i f  you please, give our kind respects to your 
mother and Mrs. Gibson ; also give our double 
love to our brother, sister, W illie, Eddie, and 
Myra.
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W e  have many words we wish to tell you, 

yet it is too difficult to tell you all in this letter. 
W e sincerely hope the heavenly Father will 
bless you and your family ; also show the way 
o f  God for you to come to Foochow as soon 
as possible.

Y o u r  v e r t  a f f e c t io n a t e  B o a r d in g -  
S c h o o l  B o y s .

[Signed in Chinese by fourteen sehool-boys.]
R e v . O . G ib s o n — Dear Sir : Since you de

parted from us that our hearts is very sorrow, 
and always have prayer for you very much; 
afterward we heard that you and your family 
and Mrs. Martin are all safely arrived in your 
country, when we raised our hearts and gave 
many thanks to our Lord for his answer to us. 
A t present we hope you come soon again, be
cause we have seen you in the doctrine o f  the 
Lord Jesus Christ were very earnest all the 
time yon were in Foochow ; besides we knew 
you have suffering many difficult; also have 
through many dangers and weeping, to exhort
ed us to trust the Christ for salvation, the same 
as i f  you were trampling on the sharp edge o f  
the sword. Now again we entreat you, only 
think o f  the doctrine o f  our Lord Jesus Christ 
same as if you have some owe. There is 
many words unspeakable, but we hope the 
Lord in the heaven will give you a straight 
way to come to our Foochow to engage your 
formerly work, to preaching the Gospel. This 
you must not refuse. Amen.

Y o u r  T r u l y  C h u r c h  F r ie n d s .

[Signed in Chinese by thirty-four members 
o f  the native Church in Foochow, China.]

S t e a m e r  t o  C h in a .— A  new era has com
menced in the intercourse o f  nations. A  
steamer, the Colorado, the first o f  a new line 
o f  mail packets, left the port o f  S an  Francisco, 
California, on the first day o f  January, 1867 !

The steamer Colorado, at noon o f January 1, 
1867, sailed for Yokohama and Iiong Kong. 
The piers along the city front and the beach 
toward Golden Gate were lined with people 
watching the departure o f  the first steamer o f  
the China Mail Line. The Colorado saluted 
the war vessels and forts in the harbor while 
passing out, which were returned by the latter. 
She carried a. light cargo, including thirteen 
hundred barrels o f  flour and five hundred and 
eighty-two thousand three hundred dollars in 
treasure, three hundred and fifty thousand 
being for China and the balance for Japan.

F R A N C E .
T h e  N e w  G e r m a n  M is s io n  in  P a r i s .—  

T h e  Church has been advised o f  the commence
ment o f  a mission among the Germans in 
Paris. Rev. W . Schwarz is the missionary. 
The followiug report from him has been re
ceived at the Mission Rooms. It is dated at 
Paris, December 16, 1866, and covers the first 
four months o f  his work. It is a matter o f  
rejoicing that among the first-fruits o f  this 
mission is the conversion o f  the oldest son o f  
the missionary ^himself. Brother Schwarz 
says :

Four months have elapsed since in last Au
gust we commenced our labors among the 
eighty thousand Germans in Paris, the gay 
metropolis o f  France.

W e  have been heartily welcomed by the 
ministers o f  the French Wesleyan Conference, 
and very kindly have they opened their halls

for our services. It may be considered as very 
fortunate that their places o f  worship were 
situated in parts o f  the city in which hith
erto nothing has been done by other denomin
ations for the Germans, and where therefore 
our labors are most needed. The one is in 
Rue Demours-Ternes, the other iti the village 
o f  Le Vallois, outside the barrière. In both 
these places our French brethren are erecting 
neat little chapels, which will be opened in Jan
uary next, wrhere we then also will be permit
ted to hold our meetings, and then wre may 
expect much more success, as these halls, 
hitherto occupied, were quite unworthy o f  the 
cause. There is no doubt that their labors 
would have met with much more success had 
they received the necessary aid for building 
these chapels earlier, and which at last our 
American Methodists so generously have given 
them. Our own meetings have been at the 
beginning quite small in comparison with our 
large congregations in Germany and Switzer
land. They varied from thirty to fifty persons, 
but have at present increased to about sixty, 
as many as the halls can well accommodate.

In the commencement we felt quite discour
aged by looking at all the difficulties which 
seemed to be in our way ; but lately the Lord 
has given us for our encouragement many 
tokens o f a good wrork o f  grace.

W e  see not only our congregations increas
ed by an interesting class o f  people, o f whom 
a good many are young men, but wrhat is better 
than all, that the Spirit o f  the Lord is at work, 
so that a few have already been truly con
verted, among whom I have the pleasure to 
count my oldest son, Charles, and another edu
cated young man, the brother o f  one o f  our 
preachers in Germany, while a good many 
others are seeking the Lord. The last two 
Sabbaths we commenced a third service in the 
beautiful Wesleyan chapel in Rue Roquepine, 
near the great Catholic Church o f  St. Made
leine, in the very heart o f  the city. It was 
well attended. The committee o f  the W es
leyan Missionary Society has kindly granted 
us also the use o f  the chapel for one hour on 
the Sabbath and one in the week. This gives 
us three sermons on the Sabbath and three in 
the week, in three different parts o f  the city.

Last month we were cheered by the visit o f 
the superintendent, Brother Jacoby. His visit 
w'as a great blessing to the cause, as well as 
for our own family.

W e  have at the present not organized our 
class-meetings, being careful to have the right 
material to begin with ; but shall do so very 
soon, as it is not only looked for with desire 
by the few members who live here, having been 
converted in our missions in Germany and 
Switzerland, but as many others wait for an 
opportunity to join us as real Church members. 
As soon as we shall have opened the new 
chapels we shall also commence our Sabbath- 
schools.

Brother Jacoby has sent me a good faithful 
colporteur, who assists me greatly in the la
borious work o f  visiting and inviting the people 
to our meetings.

Asking the prayers o f  the Church for this 
mission, I remain, most respectfully, your 
humble brother in Christ,

W il l ia m  S c h w a r z .

P e o p l e ’ s L ib r a r i e s  in  F r a n c e .— The Min
ister o f  Education in France has ordered peo
ple’s libraries to be established in all the 
mairies o f  Paris. Large rooms have been 
hired for this purpose, and they will be 
warmed and lighted in the evening for the use 
o f  the working classes.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A  
R e v . J. F. T h o m s o n .— The arrival o f  Rov. 

J. F. Thomson and wife, October 22, I860, 
was an event extraordinary to our mission in 
Buenos Ayres. Dr. Goodfellow writes : u On 
seeing them, we have all done as did Paul 
when he met the brethren at the Three Tav
erns, we thanked God and took ocurage. W e 
are now nine laborers in this wide field. 
Brother Shank started three days ago to ex
plore and organize a new circuit in the extreme 
southern part o f this province. Laguna de los 
Padres is the furthest point south.”

R e v .  M r . B e e c h e r ,  o f  Elmira, New York, 
is making a visit to Brazil, and promises his 
Church the results o f  his observations in a 
series o f  letters.

Emigration.— Some from both the Northern 
and Southern States is going forward slowly, 
and Brazil promises, at no distant day, to 
invite us still more earnestly than now to 
adopt it as a mission field.

T H E  A M E R I C A N  B O A R D .
The Missionary Ilcrald for January contains 

the annual survey o f  the missions o f  the Am er
ican Board, from which we make the following 
extract:

The year has been one o f  sufficient prosper
ity in the missions to call for devout gratitude 
and stimulate to cheerful efforts in the future. 
More than eleven hundred persons have been 
added to the Churches on profession o f their 
faith in Christ; schools are doing a good work 
sti l l ; seminaries are bringing forward men 
fitted to be teachers, preachers, evangelists, 
and pastors o f  Churches among their own 
countrymen ; the number o f such laborers and 
their efficiency is increasing in many fields; 
and in some cases there is encouraging prog- 
gress in the readiness o f  the Churches and 
congregations, not only to support among 
themselves religious and educational institu
tions, but to labor for the good o f  others. 
Mission Churches are themselves putting forth 
missionary effort. But the diminished num
ber o f  laborers from America, the heavy pres
sure o f  care and responsibility coming upon 
those who remain, and their failing strength, 
present a very trying aspect o f  the situation in 
quite too many cases. So much reference has 
been made o f late to this loud call for men, in 
connection with accounts o f  the annual meeting 
o f the Board, in letters from the missions, and 
in statements and appeals which have accom
panied published letters, that the subject need 
not here be dwelt upon ; but it is one o f 
weighty importance, ever pressing on the minds 
and hearts o f  many o f our brethren abroad and 
o f  the officers o f the Board at home ; and it has 
been very pleasaut to find evidence, quite re
cently, o f increasing readiness on the part o f 
young ministers and theological students to 
give themselves to this work.

The number o f deaths among the mission
aries during the year has not been large. Only 
four laborers, three males and one female, are 
known to have been thus removed ; and two 
o f  these, Mrs. Graves, o f  the Mahratta mission, 
and D r. Ball o f  Canton, through advancing age 
and infirmities, had been previously in great 
measure laid aside from active effort. The 
others, Mr. Ford o f Syria, and Mr. Walker o f
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Eastern Turkey, were among the best, the most 
efficient o f  missionaries, and apparently among 
the most needed in their respective fields. 
Their removal has occasioned deep and widely 
extended sorrow. Messrs. W hite o f  Central 
Turkey, and Berry o f  Syria, with their wives, 
have been constrained by ill health to retire 
from the service o f  the Board, and several 
others have been obliged to seek the recovery 
o f  vigor by season's o f  relaxation in their native 
land or in health retreats abroad. Eight or
dained missionaries, (two o f  them reappointed,) 
and six female assistants, after a longer or 
shorter period o f  rest at home, have returned 
to their fields abroad, and the following new 
laborers have been sent out within the year : 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Doolittle to 
North China, Dr. and Mrs. Van Norden to the 
Nestoriaus, Mr. and Mrs. Penfield and Miss 
Smith to the Madura mission, Mr. and Mrs. 
Perry and Miss Francis to Central Turkey, 
and Mrs. Sarah A . Williamson to the Da- 
kotas.

T h e  M i s s io n a r y  H e r a l d .— The American 
Board o f  Missions have been steadily improv
ing the character o f  the Missionary Herald 
during the past few years. The volume for 
1867 is to contain some new features o f  great 
value. Besides the usual variety o f  letters and 
intelligence, the January number contains six
teen pages o f  missionary maps, giving all the 
important fields occupied by the American 
Board. Iu connection with the “  Annual Sur
vey,”  there is a classified list o f  the missions 
and the missionaries. In this classified list the 
pronunciation o f  geographical names is care
fully indicated. This has never been attempted 
before. The number will thus be one o f great 
value for future reference. The succeeding 
numbers for the year will be illustrated with 
valuable engravings.

A ll foreign missionaries are deeply inter
ested in the foregoing item.

T h e  H u g u e n o t s .— W h o are they1? The 
Bible Christians o f  France. Three hundred 
years ago everybody in France was Roman 
Catholic. People believed and did just as the 
priests told them. In the city o f  Paris, about 
this time, there was a man who, though he 
minded all the priests said, found no comfort. 
H e  studied a great many books, but none o f 
them brought him near to God. A t last he 
found an old book, which was a new one to 
him. He read it again and again, and felt 
that it was worth more than all other books 
besides. 41 For,”  he said, “  I now hear a voice 
before unknown to . m e ; it is the voice o f  
Christ. M y Shepherd and my Teacher speaks 
to me with power. You can guess what that 
book was. The Bible, God’s word. Le Fe- 
vre, for that was the man’s name, told the 
news to his friends; and many, like him, took 
the Bible for their guide, and it led them to 
Christ, their Saviour. I cannot tell you how 
rejoiced they were to find him.

Le Fevre printed the Gospels in the French 
language, and scattered them abroad. H e 
wrote some dear little tracts also, and colpor
teurs traveled far and wide to give and sell 
them to the people; for those who love the 
Saviour, like their heavenly Master, love to 
do good.

Everybody received them gladly. “  This 
truth is precious to our souls,”  they said. It 
was not long before the Romish priests found 
themsel ves losing influence. “  See the carders, 
the fullers, the combers, everybody at their 
work talking about the Bible,”  cried the 
priests. “  They will no longer believe what 
we say, if they find out what Christ teaches. 
Nobody will come to confess to us. W e  shall 
get no money. The Bible will ruin us.”

They told the king that a stop must be put 
to this matter. “  The Bible is a bad book,”  
they said; “ it will ruin us. It must be 
burned. The king immediately gave orders 
for the people to return to the priests for in
struction, or they should suffer for it. “  Give 
up God’s word ! ”  they could not do that; 
they had rather suffer.

The first martyr was a poor wool-comber. 
H e loved his Bible dearly, and was very 
happy in his Saviour; and because he would 
not forsake them, he was put to a violent 
death. A  dreadful persecution began. Some 
were thrust into prison, others drowned, others 
starved, others were burned. 1 cannot tell you 
how many were murdered all over F ran ce; 
and all because they read and loved and 
obeyed God’s word.

A t last the Huguenots took up arms against 
their persecutors. A  terrible civil war raged 
in France. It was a sad, sad time. After a 
while the king pretended to be sorry. H e 
made peace with them, and promised not to do 
them further harm. They believed the king’s 
word, laid down their arms, and went home, in 
hopes o f  living peaceably.

A ll o f  a sudden, one summer’s night, the 
church bells o f  Paris began to toll. It was the 
signal for a new and more terrible slaughter. 
Soldiers, with white crosses, rushed into the 
street, and with naked swords in their hands 
broke open the houses o f  the Huguenots, and 
killed them without mercy. N obody was too 
high, nobody too low  to escape their blood
thirsty enemies; men, women, and children 
shared the same fate, as you see.

And what took place at Paris, took place 
all over France. W ho can count the thou
sands which fell in that terrible massacre 1 It 
is called in history, “  The massacre o f  St. Bar
tholomew’s day, and took place on the 24th o f  
August, 1570.— Exchange.

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
R e v . J a m e s  P e c k , Presiding Elder o f  the 

Rappahannock District, Washington Confer
ence, gives the following account o f  the mis
sions under his care :

Alexandria.— Here is a Sunday-school o f  one 
hundred and sixty children. The spiritual 
state o f  the Church is good, though their 
finances are low.

Fairfax Circuit commenced without a single 
church; have built a small one. The members 
are few and feeble, but increasing slowly.

Charlotteville.— A  small membership, a Sun
day-school o f  from twelve to fifteen scholars. 
They have the use o f  a hospital building for 
church and school.

Rockbridge Circuit has in o re a se d  in  m e m 

bership. They have one church, and if  they 
can get another or two they will shortly be
come self-sustaining.

Lynchburg.— An increasing membership, 
with a Sunday-school o f  eighty to one hundred 
scholars; a brick church, 52 by 75, with base
ment, galleries on the sides and one end. The 
site o f  this house is said to be the finest in the 
city. The people are expecting to assume the 
support o f  their preacher as soon as their house 
is finished.

Wythe Circuit has been organized but a 
short time, and that marked by much opposi
tion ; but there are now seventy m em bers; it 
will need further assistance. Prospects good.

N orfolk .— Membership few and poor; un
able to board their preacher in the congrega
tion. The school is small, and this society, 
with present prospects, must depend upon the 
Missionary Society for some time to coma.

Northern Neck .— Membership increasing, 
though without any church building. They 
erected stands in the woods at different points, 
and use them until now. I preached to these 
brave people on a late Sabbath-day, and ad
ministered the sacrament to them in the woods. 
They raised and sustained a Sunday-school in 
the woods until the weather became too cold. 
They have bought an acre o f  ground on which 
to erect a church and school-house. This latter 
they are proceeding at once to build o f logs, 
and in it they intend keeping their school going 
this winter.

Loudon Circuit.— This is yet to be supplied. 
I have been in place o f  pastor to them, have 
preached at four places, and organized a quar
terly conference. They have two churches, 
which, with small repairs, will be counted 
good. They will take a preacher in the spring, 
and do their best to support him.

Here is an elder reporting the work o f his 
first year, upon which he remarks : “  1 prom
ised m yself that this year should be the great
est one o f my life, and taking all things into 
consideration it really will be. There was 
but one appointment on this district when I 
commenced, and I am now reporting as you 
see, though nothing seems to me to have been 
done.”

FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
I m m ig r a t io n  f o r  1866.— The following

statement is from the office o f the Commission
ers o f  Emigration, showing the number o f arri
vals at this port for the last twelve months, 
according to nationalities. From

Germany............. .106,716 Ireland........... ...68,047
England............... . 36,186 Scotland........... . . .  4,979
Sweden................. . 3,907 Switzerland . . . . .  3,685
Franc©................. . 3,246 Denmark . . . . . . .  1,526
Holland............... . 1,506 Italy................. . . .  918

583 Wales............... 540
Spain.................... 315 West Indies . . . . .  246
Poland............... .. 231 Belgium........... 157
South America . . 155 Russia............. . . .  154
Portugal............... 96 Mexico.............
Nova Scotia......... 40 Canada............. 28
China................... 26 East Indies. . . 15
Africa................. 15 Australia......... 12
Central America 12 Turkey............. 8
Japan ................. 7 Greece............. 5
Sicily......................

Total.. .
1

. 233,418

S c a n d i n a v i a n .— In Racine there is a good 
work in progress among the Swedes. Twenty- 
one united with the Church recently.

Cambridge has prosperity likewise. A t their 
late quarterly meeting ten persons were taken 
into full connection, and nine were received on 
probation.
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The School Fund.— Our Scandinavian friends 

in the W est are increasing their $20,000 fund 
for the education o f  their young men. Two 
hundred and fifty dollars have been added to 
it recently.

Rev. C. G. F o r s b e r g , the presiding elder o f  
the St. Paul district in the Minnesota Confer
ence, in giving an account o f  his district says: 
“  That although the success o f  the work has 
not been as great as he desired, yet it has been 
greater than the ‘ General M inutes’ show.” 
H e says that “  an addition o f  twenty was 
made to one o f  the charges and sixteen to 
another, and in various others he is aware that 
several persons have united with the societies. 
The members, as a general rule, are growing 
in grace, and walking worthy o f their vocation. 
M y countrymen generally begin to have a 
better understanding o f  Methodism, and are 
less prejudiced than they were. New places 
have been taken up, and my district has been 
divided. Calls continue to come from regions 
beyond any point we have yet reached ; but 
we have neither the means nor the men to en
large our bounds, and must be content for the 
present to build up what we have on hand. 
M y own purpose is to redeem the time if pos
sible, so as to reach some places on the fron
tiers, that our people may not get beyond the 
reach o f  ‘ the word.’ Our people have out o f 
their deep poverty contributed $800 for be
nevolent purposes against $500 last year ; they 
have also done something for the Centenary 
cause. I have since Conference traveled over 
1,500 miles, and have not yet reached all my 
appointments. So far as I can learn, there is 
but one minister in these parts who travels 
further than I do. and that is the Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop o f  Minnesota. The support 
o f our preachers this year has been very mea
ger ; so poor indeed have they been in my 
district that they could not afford the expense 
o f  a journey to Chicago, to meet in the Scan
dinavian Convention to provide for founding a 
school for their people. Looking over the 
field, I may say, ‘ The harvest is great, but 
the laborers are few. May the Lord o f the 
harvest send forth more laborers.’ ”

§au t!]s ’ fU jra r tn u i t t .

S a n d s -s t r e e t , B r o o k l y n .— The annual fes
tival o f  the Sunday-School Missionary Society, 
which has for many years been the Juvenile 
Missionary body, came off on Christmas day.

The school entered the church at precisely 
half past ten in the morning, singing one o f 
their selected hymns. Prayer followed, by 
Rev. D r. Harris, and then the infant class en
tered, singing “  W e . are little sunbeams.” 
After which they were seated around the altar.

Rev. Mr. Buckley, o f  Washington Avenue,

made the first address, which was full o f  start
ling thought in fitting language, the brightness 
o f  which was only excelled by the counte
nances o f  the “  little ones,”  fair as Eden, all 
about the speaker. They had come up from 
among the sunbeams, the “  rose-buds, wayside 
flowers, spring blossoms, olive plants, field 
flowers, and lilies o f  the valley,”  beauty and 
fragrance were never more sweetly combined.

The sights o f  the occasion were singular as 
usual. The Bethel Ship’s crew, bringing their 
craft with them, handed out their contribution 
in the ship’s “ bucket,”  amounting to $125.

“  The fishermen ”  came with their line and 
quite a “  catch,”  each fish having a piece o f  
money in its mouth.

“  The pioneers,”  a hardy set, some clad in 
the primitive garments o f  the beasts o f  the 
forest, passed along with their axes, rifles, 
felled trees, etc., leaving some forty-eight dol
lars as they traveled on.

“  The memorial class ”  came with one hund
red dollars and the concluding verse o f  the 
following poetry, in memory o f the friend and 
beloved o f  a l l :

’Tis said of old, when great men died,
Hirelings were taught their praise to sing;

With music and with voices vied 
To make the air with sorrow ring.

No hireling’s voice is needed here,
Beloved one, to sing thy praise,

For those to whom thou wert most dear,
A  loving host, the soug will raise,

And tell of what is lost in thee,
Thou faithful guide, devoted friend,

Whose favor and fidelity 
Were firm, unchanging to the end.

The kindly word, the tender tone 
To all who in thy presence came;

The charm peculiarly thine own,
To draw to thee the hearts of men;

The loving, patriotic heart,
To God and country ever true,

That gave of all it could impart 
So cheerfully to each his due.

These were the gifts that made thee dear,
And to thy name a luster gave,

That shall exert bless’d influence here,
Though thou art sleeping in the grave.

Our hearts rejoice e’en while we weep 
That thou art ever free from pain.

“ He giveth his beloved sleep,”
To wake in endless bliss again.

Thy voice, so like an angel's here,
Will need no change to join their choir;

Only to breathe heaven’s atmosphere,
And hear their songs, will thee inspire.

Farewell 1 we by the river wait,
While thou art safely on the shore ;

Watch for us at the golden gate
Till God shall send to bring us o’er I

General Fisk  being introduced made tender 
allusion to the departed superintendent and to 
the “ gathering at the r i ver ” with him, which 
he anticipated. H e also made happy reference 
to the lithographed last letter o f  Brother Odell 
to Brother Perego, with his desire that the 
children should consider the hymn,

“ Jesus paid it all,
All the debt I owe,”

as his favorite. A t the conclusion o f  the gen
eral’s speech the whole assembly sang

“ There is a fountain filled with blood," 
followed by the chorus

“ Jesus paid it all.”
Pastor Hedstrom then came on, expressing 

his admiration for the spirit with which the 
children and their friends had made their offer
ings ; like the servants with the “  two pounds ”  
and the “ five pounds,”  only too glad to bring 
the “  other ” pounds, to utter a murmuring 
word about any trouble or labor in getting the 
increase.

Judge Van Cott made a very brief speech, 
but worth the fifty dollars and more which ac
companied it. The sum o f  the offerings for 
the day amounted to two thousand dollars !

Bishop Janes pronounced the benediction, 
and then the school, with their guests, repaired 
to the “  Room ”  dressed in evergreens, and 
adorned with the portraits o f  friends who had 
crossed over the river o f  death to the land o f 
“  Never-withering flowers.”

The closing incident o f  the occasion was the 
presence o f  Rev. A. L. Long, (late o f  Con
stantinople,) first in the costume o f the Arab, 
of which he gave an explanation; and then, 
disrobing himself, he appeared in the costume 
o f  a Turk, which he also explained, and read 
an extract from the letter o f  a Bulgarian 
youth, which had just come to hand, and which 
indicated both intelligence and piety.

W ith this concluded the eighteenth annual 
missionary festival o f the Sands-street Sunday- 
School.

G ir a r d  E s t a t e .— The Philadelphia Press 
gives a summary o f the last report on the Gi
rard estate. The estimated gross revenues for 
1867-8 are $330,000, an increase from last 
year o f  over fifty per cent.

Seamen’s § )epr înu ut

T h e r e  is  S o r r o w  o n  t h e  S e a .— W e give,
according to our usage, an account o f  the losses
at sea which occurred during the year 1866.
Before looking at the figures, let us unite with
all who have escaped safe to land in singing:

“ All praise to the Lord, who rules with a word 
The untractable sea,

And limits its rage by his steadfast decree;
Whose providence "binds or releases the winds, 

And compels them again,
At his beck, to put on the invisible chain.”

The following is a recapitulation o f the num
ber o f  vessels reported lost during the year 
18G6, with their estimated valuation :
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Month. Ko. of VesaelB. Valuation.

January....... ........ 86 ............
February.... ........ 53 ......... .......  1,050,000

........ 34 ........... ........ 850,000
A pril........... ........ 1,400,000
May............... ........ 28 ............ ........ 500,000

....... 20 ............. ........ 425,000
July............. ........ 1,200,000
August......... ........ 26 ........... ........ 550,000
September.. ........19 .............. ........ 520,000
October........ ........ 77 ........... ........ 2,530,000

........59 .............. ........ 1,300,000
December.. ____  49 ........... ........ 1,700,000

Total___ . . . .  554 $13,975,000

T h e  L o v e - F e a s t .— The mode o f  conducting 
it in our Swedish mission might be followed to 
profit by some charges who have not yet 
adopted it, that is, while one is yet speaking 
another takes the floor, as if to say to all con
cerned, “  M y turn comes next.”  Sometimes 
two or more get upon their feet in advance, but 
then they give place to one another.

T h e  B e t h e l  S h i p .— As Pastor Hed strom 
never wearies in “  fishing for men,”  his net is 
ever bringing to land o f  every sort, but never 
does he cast any away until “  tears, entreaties, 
prayers to save,”  have all been exhausted, and 
blessed to say, he has for his toil a company 
about him, in whom have been reproduced the 
signs, which lead men to say, “  Behold how 
these love one another!”

S t a t i s t i c s .

E n g l is h  W e s l e y a n  M e t h o d is t s .— T he

J u v e n i le s  o f  W e s le y a n s  g a v e  t o  th e  ca u se  o f  

m is s io n s  in  1841 $20,902 85, a nd  fo r  the  

y e a r  1865 $42,843 70. T h e  se cre ta r ie s  o f  

th e  W e s l e y a n  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  s a y  that 

th e y  n o w  h a v e  981 m is s io n a r ie s  a n d  a ss ista n t 

m is s io n a r ie s , 1,383 ca te ch is ts  a n d  s c h o o lm a s 

ters , o c c u p y in g  661 p r in c ip a l s ta t io n s  o r  c ir 

cu its , an d  c o n d u c t in g  th e  w o r s h ip  o f  G o d  in  

4,800 ch a p e ls  a n d  o th e r  p re a ch in g -p la c e s . T h e  

g r e a t  fa cts  a re , th e re  a re  u n d e r  the ca re  o f  the 

m is s io n a r ie s  145,081 C h u rch  m e m b e r s , b e s id e s  

13,227 o n  t r i a l ;  a n d  th a t  th e r e  a re  u p w a r d  

o f  500,000 p e rs o n s  a tte n d in g  th e  m in is t r y , an d  

152,284 a d u lts  a n d  ch ild re n  in  th e  s c h o o ls .

M ethodism  in  t h e  C ity  op  P h ila d e lp h ia .— Rev. 
G. W. Lybrand furnishes to the Home Journal the fol
lowing statistics:

Pastors in tlie city....................................... 63
Chaplains........................................................ 1
Agents...........................................................  3
Supernumerary and superannuated......... 10
Local ministers.............................    134

Total ministers................................  211

Numbers in Society— Members..... 15,189
Probationers. . . .  3,2 71

Total...................................... 18,460

Churches  ..........................  63
Probable value..............................  $1,031,000
Parsonages....................................  20
Probable value..............................  $99,900
Sabbath-scbools............................ 72
Officers and teachers.................... 2,158

Scholars.......................................... 18,991
Volumes in library........................  49,930
Conversions..................................  1,245

Benevolent Contributions.
For Missions, Bible, Sabbath-School Union,

Education, Church Extension, Confer
ence claimants............................................. $49,561 02

Sabbath-school expenses............................  13,564 80
Church buildings, etc..................................   47,696 28
Ministerial support......................................... 55,927 00

Total..........................................................$166,755 10
The above does not embrace incidental expenses.

E piscopal Church .— The editor of the Church Al
manac for 1867 has compiled the following statistics 
of the Episcopal Church in the United States:

Dioceses........................................... 34
Bishops............................................. 44
Priests and deacons........................ 2,486
Whole number of clergy................ 2,580
Parishes............................................. 2.305
Ordinations, deacons...................... 98

“ priests........................ 86
Candidates for holy orders........... 226
Churches consecrated................... 38
Baptisms, infants............................ 23,974

“ adults.............................. 6,527
“ not stated...................... 808

Confirmations.................................. 19,296
Communicants, added................... 14,138

“ present number . . 161,224
Marriages......................................... 9,900
Burials............................................... 16,828
Sunday-school teachers............... 17,570

“ “ scholars................. 157,813
Contributions................. $3, 051,669 74

RECEIPTS OF TR EASU R ER  OF 
M ISSIONARY SOCIETY

FOR DECEMBER, 1866.
Higliland Mills, N. Y. Conf..............................  $21 00
Michigan Conf. Miss. Soc................................... 33 50
Canandaigua, E. G. Couf...................................  24 50
Mountville, N. Y. Conf.....................................  8 00
Port Montgomery, N. Y. Conf. ....................... 3 00
Old Miss’y Cir., Michigan................................. 2 00
S. S., 2d Ch., Kingston....................................... 50 00
Chester, N. Y. Conf...........................................  25 00
Genesee Conf. Miss. Soc......................    49 50
Prattsville, N. Y. Conf........................................ 15 00
Levi Thompson, Michigan.................................  £5 00
Washington-st. Brooklyn, N. Y. E. Conf. . . .  1,200 00
Grahumville, N. Y. Conf. ................................  75 50
Benj. Garmon, N. Y. Conf...............................  50
Haviland and Eeynoldsville, N. Y. Couf.  20 00
Genesee College and Seminary.........................  60 00
Joseph Terrill...................................................... 4 00
St. Paul’s M. E. C., N. Y. Conf....................... 9,G17 29
"West Earms, N. Y. E ..........................................  10 21
Providence Conf., (sundry persons)................  125 00
Sundries................................................................  825 30
Do...........................................................................  8,420 22

Total receipts for December.....................  $20,114 52
December disbursements.........................  $37,178 50
November disbursements ........................  81,989 55

RECEIPTS B Y  ASSISTANT  
TR EASU R ER

F O R  N O VEM BER, 1866.
Marthasville, S. W. G. Conf.............................  $5 00
Bloomington,Illinois.........................................  100 00
Bridgeport, N. O. Conf....................................... 7 35
Jerseyville, S. Illinois.......................................  157 20
Wesley Chapel, Columbus, Ohio..................... 15 00
PleaBantville, Kentucky.................................... 4 00
Rich Castle, Kentucky...................................... 4 75
Cleveland, C. G........................    2 00
Baresville, C. G....................................................  4 00
S. W. German Conf....................................  29 37

Totel receipts for November................... $328 77
Total disbursements for November $10,394 44

F O R  D ECE M B ER, 1866.
C. Eberhard, N. W. G. Conf............................  $0 50
A. Lay, S. W . G. Conf.  ........................... 5 00
Centenary Church, Cm. Conf.......................... 16 00
Hillsboro’ Station, Cin. Conf...........................  15 00
M. P. Hester, S. 111. Conf................................. 5 00
Middleton, N. Indiana Conf.............................  10 00
Mt. Pleasant, Ohio Conf..................................... 150 30
S. S., Logansport, North Indiana Conf.  45 00
Mrs. E. Weber....................................................  3 00

Total receipts for December..................... $249 80
Total disbursements for December $28,605 83

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSE
MENTS FOR 1866.

RECEIPTS.
 ..............................$10,412 35
............................  6,813 63
............................  76,881 27
..............    222,236 89
............................  35,598 00
............................  29,365 04
................   37,776 09
.............................. 14,668 27
 ............................  95,997 03
 ............................  132.633 06
 ............................  9,299 56
............................  20,364 32

$692,045 51
DISBURSEMENTS.

January........................................... $64,219 02
February......................................... 23,427 08
March...............................................  100,904 21
April.................................................  107,763 13
M a y .................................................  67,323 45
June.................................................. 127,707 88
J u ly .................................................  83,809 63
August...........................    49,008 26
September......................................  50,013 66
October............................................. 85,315 53
November......................................  92,383 99
December......................................... 65,784 33

$917,660 17

Total receipts for 1866.................. $692,045 51
Total disbursements for 1866------ 917,660 17

Excess of disbursements over receipts $225,614 66

T H E  M ISSIO N A R Y  A D V O C A T E
Is published on the third Tuesday of each month by the 

Missionary Society of the M ethodist E piscopal 
Church .

It is under the editorial supervision of the 
Corresponding  and  A ssistant Corresponding Sec

retaries of the Society .

T erms.— One copy will be given monthly to each family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion to the respective missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case must be tn writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of the 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several con
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Poe & Hitchcock at either Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east of the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including these 
two conferences, and the conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the secretaries at New York. Let each appli
cation state particularly to whose address, and by what 
mode of conveyance, the papers are to be sent.

P ostage.— The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number of copies not exceeding five, when sent in a 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must in all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the poet- 
office of the subscriber.
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