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C H I N A .

R ev. D r. M a c l a y  has sent to the Mission 
Rooms some extracts from a journal kept by 
Rev. L. N . Wheeler, superintendent o f the 
mission printing press, which are o f much in
terest. W e were not aware o f the extent o f  
book printing in China. It is another good 
reason for our printing establishment there. 
It is also a matter o f rejoicing to notice the 
form and progress o f the spiritual portion of 
our mission.

Wednesday, A ugust 22, 1866.— I went to 
the city to-day in company with Brother Sites. 
Our business led us to visit two native pub
lishing houses. The amount o f business car
ried on by one o f these establishments excited 
m y astonishment. W e were told that the 
employes numbered over one* hundred, and 
that they had issued one thousand different 
publications, the largest book including fo r ty  
w  fif ty  volumes! This house, which may well 
be compared to the Harpers’, has its place o f  
business on the Broadway o f Foochow. These 
facts are well calculated to give one an idea of 
the literary character o f the Chinese, and the 
importance o f our press as an aggressive mis
sionary appliance, especially when it is consid
ered that the above data have reference to only 
one publishing house of the many in this city 
and empire. Brother Sites distributed a quan
tity of Christian books on the way back ; and 
many more might have been scattered, as the 
people seemed willing and eager to receive them.

Saturday , August 25.— Brother Sites having 
invited me to accompany him to a t^vo days’ 
meeting at one of his appointments, I cheer
fully accepted the invitation, and made all 
necessary preparations. Taking advantage of 
the tide, we were not long in proceeding to a 
point nine miles up the river, where we step
ped on shore, and, going some three miles fur
ther, arrived at Ngu Kiang, the place o f  our 
destination. After a little prayer-meeting on 
the side o f a mountain, in which divinfe guid
ance was implored, we went to a neighboring 
village and spent some time in visiting from 
house to house. In oiie place we found a dying 
man, one o f the early Christians, who had 
served the Church as class-leader. H e ex
pressed his joy at having renounced idolatry, and 
was patiently awaiting the Master’s call. As 
we knelt in prayer beside the departing saint, 
we knew that rude hut was “ the gate o f  
heaven.” W e felt that heaven was near. In 
the evening Brother Sites preached a short dis
course in the chapel, which was followed by a 
general prayer-meeting.

Sunday, A ugust 26.— The exercises o f  to
day opened with a love-feasl. After the time- 
honored custom, bread and water were passed 
around and received in token o f mutual love, 
and the brethren and sisters related their re
ligious experience. Their singing o f the fa
miliar hymn,

“ 0  how happy are they 
Who the Saviour obey,” etc.,

was truly soul-quickening. Although I could 
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understand but little that was said, I felt it 
good to be there. The forenoon services were 
concluded with three baptisms and the recep
tion o f  one into full membership. A t noon, 
while eating with the native brethren, I made 
my first awkward attempt at using chop-sticks. 
In the afternoon Brother Iu Mi preached an 
earnest and profitable discourse from Rev. 
xii, 5. The Lord’s Supper was then admin
istered to eighteen persons, varying in age from 
a venerable schoolmaster to a lad ten years 
old.- Later in the day the elements were 
g i^ n  to the dying class-leader before mention
ed, who had requested the privilege o f thus 
remembering his Lord once more.

A  number o f the native Christians attached 
to this and a contj^uous appointment possess 
eventful histories. Some have passed through 
the fires of persecution, and others have been 
reclaimed from a fearful condition of paganism 
and crime. One sister has had ten infants 
destroyed by their own father’s hand ; and a 
brother was present at the meeting who, with 
tears, tells of a little daughter whom he sought 
to drown, but was prevented by its struggles, 
or perhaps by the return o f parental emotions, 
and yet afterward-buried it alive.

W e have an interesting school at this point, 
under the care o f a devoted Christian lady. 
Her husband is a heathen, and although in 
other respects she has suffered much for 
Christ’s sake, her fervent desire is that her 
three sons may become heralds of salvation to 
the perishing millions o f her native land. 
Two of them were baptized by Brother Sites. 
It is a custom of the Chinese to add a new  
name at important periods in the lives of their 
children : as, the laousehold. or child nam e; 
the literary, or name given on entering school; 
a name at marriage, etc. So when the rite o f  
Christian baptism is about to be received, a 
name is usually given to the subject. In the 
above case the mother presented Brother Sites 
a slip o f paper, just before the ceremony, upon 
which she had written characters translated 
as follows :

“ To M m g. The literal meaning o f the 
Ming is bright, clear, manifest. My desire is 
that when he shall become a full-grown man, 
being transformed by the H oly Spirit, he may 
be able to ‘ clearly manifest’ the superior doc
trine [Christianity] to all under heaven.”

“ To P ’no. The literal meaning o f P ’no is 
to pervade every part throughout. My desire 
is that when he shall become a full grown man, 
being transformed by the H oly Spirit, he may 
be able to preach the Gospel ‘ throughout ’ 
every place under heaven.”

W ith all due charity for this extravagant 
manner of speaking, peculiar to the Chinese, 
the Christian mother’s anxiety for her offspring 
and a zeal for God’s glory are fitly expressed 
in the above language. Having come from a 
mandarin family, Sister Tang is educated, and 
well fitted for her position, an exception to the 
general class of women in this country. Her 
lather was the now sainted Iiu , whose portrait 
may be seen in Dr. Maclay’s book on China; 
and two or three o f our helpers are from the 
same family.

I N D I A .

A  R e v i v a l  M e e t i n g  in  I n d ia .— The fol
lowing interesting letter from Rev. D . W -  

Thomas, dated Bareilly, India, September 20. 
has reached the Mission Rooms, It will 
move a thousand hearts joyfully. It will ex
cite a strange pleasure in these ends of the 
earth to read of a powerful revival o f religion 
in the dark heathen land : a revival, too, mark
ed with power, and the clear witness o f the 
H oly Spirit. The success o f modern Christian 
missions standeth not more in soundness of 
doctrine than in the power o f God accompany
ing them. The burden o f the apostles o f  
modern days is the same as that of the apos- j
ties o f ancient times, namely :  “ I am not j

ashamed of the Gospel o f Christ, for it is the j

power o f God unto salvation to erery one that j

believeth.” Brother Thomas says : i
A  good revival of religion is a good thing in j

any plaee, but it is a glorious thing in India;
It is impossible for us to express the encourage- ,
ment and joy we feel in witnessing the conver- ;
sion of precious souls in this land, and more 
especially among our dear orphan girls, for ;
whose welfare and salvation we have been la- 1
boring and praying so long.

W e  have been holding extra m eetin g s about 
two weeks, and already about thirty of our 
largest girls profess to have obtained the evi
dence that God has forgiven all their sins, and j 
several others are still seeking to be made “ new 
creatures in Christ.” Thirty-two have just 
joined the Church on probation.

For a long time some o f our orphans had 
been members and probationers in the Church ; 
but only a very few had ever given us satis
factory evidence that they had been really born 
of the Spirit. A  few weeks since we felt it 
our duty to try more decidedly to do some
thing to induce them to arise from their sleep 
and formality, and to earnestly seek the full 
witness o f their acceptance. In class-meeting 
we asked them some pointed and searching 
questions, and frankly told them that having 
merely broken their caste by coming among 
Christians, living and eating with them, and 
learning the doctrines o f their holy religion, 
did not constitute them true Christians, but 
that they must be born again.

On asking them if they had in their hearts 
the witness that God had forgiven their sins, 
not one could say positively that she had. W e  
talked to them faithfully, and the good Lord 
sent conviction to their hearts. From that 
evening the most of the members of our class 
were in great distress of mind for several days, 
until Friday evening, September 7, when, dur
ing an extra prayer-meeting,convened expressly 
for them, the H oly Ghost suddenly and pow
erfully descended upon us, and filled all the 
house, and such simultaneous sobbing, weep
ing, and crying to God I have never seen sur
passed in any o f the many good revivals that
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I have ever enjoyed in A m erica; and I had not 
expected to live to see it on this wise in India. 
But the blessed Saviour has thus early given 
us the unexpected j o y ; glory be to his nam e!

From that evening we continued extra meet
ings, and soon many who had never professed 
religion began to seek the Lord. In our next 
class-meeting nearly every member professed 
to have obtained the witness o f her adoption.

I requested them all to write out all the 
reasons they had for thinking that God had for
given them, and to bring them to me at our 
following class-meeting. They did s o ; and 
every one wrote what to us seemed a clear and 
genuine experience. The following is a trans
lation o f two o f them :

“ The state of my heart is this: once I loved 
the ways o f sin and Satan, but now I love God 
with all m y heart. W hen our kind, sahib 
asked us the question, ‘ Were we forgiven 
I prayed for forgiveness, and after this all we 
sisters, with one accord, cried to God. Since 
then I have in my heart a clear witness that 
Jesus forgives me, and I am very happy. A ll 
my trust is in Jesus, and when I am going to 
do anything I try to think before I do it, W ill 
God be pleased with this or not ? I have given 
m yself to him, and I love everybody, and my 
heart clings to his word, and Jesus receives 
m e; day and night I seek him.”— Matilda.

“ Concerning the forgiveness of my sins, I 
write this testimony. One evening we were 
all present in class-meeting, and Padre Thomis 
Sahib asked us all this question: ‘ You whose 
sins are all forgiven, rise u p a n d  no one 
among us was able to rise, because o f sin in 
our hearts. That night, when meeting was 
dismissed and I came to my home, I wept and 
prayed before God because o f my sins, and 
besought him to forgive me. When I rose 
from prayer my heart seemed lighter. After 
this we were all at prayer-meeting one evening. 
I did. not wish to pray, but prayer came of 
itse lf  from my heart, and I prayed earnestly ; 
and from that time I knew that the Lord for
gave and received me.”— P iyari.

There is still a deep religious anxiety per
vading the minds o f our girls, and several 
are earnestly seeking the Saviour. May the 
Lord increase this blessed influence !

S ig n s  o f  t h e  T im e s  in  In d i a .— N o . III.

By Rev. T. J . Scott, M issionary .

The Saviour once likened the kingdom of 
heaven to leaven, which, placed in some meal, 
diffused itself until the whole was permeated 
and changed by its nature. It is interesting 
and most encouraging to take som e definite 
field where Christianity has but recently been 
introduced, and observe its steady gradual 
growth, its persistent diffusion in every direc
tion, its penetration into every stratum and 
ramification o f society, its moulding, changing, 
and toning the opinions, thoughts, and feelings 
of men.

The leaven of the Gospel is working surely, 
steadily, and mightily in India. This fact is 
seen in many particulars independent o f mere 
numerical accessions by baptism. There are 
other indications which clearly show that the 
power and success of the Gospel must not now 
be measured by the baptisms alone. These 
and those together mark the progress of Chris
tianity, and point to the time when redeemed 
India, with her teeming population, shall stand 
in her place among the Christian nations o f  
the earth.

1. B y the intelligent natives o f  India Chris
tianity is now recognized as a fact.

The time was when they looked upon it as 
something that could have no claim on India, 
and from the very nature o f things could by 
no chance find a home here. They thought, as 
the religion o f  the European it might do very 
well, but did not for a moment entertain the 
idea that it could become their religion. The 
first converts to Christianity were looked upon 
as the pitiable victims o f some strange fatuity 
or sorcery. Some such irregularities might 
happen, but nothing more. But these irregu
larities increased before their eyes, until they 
became a kind o f law, working continued and 
increasing results. A t first a pitied and de
spised few were affected ; then hundreds, then 
thousands and tens o f thousands, were drawn 
into the new religion. The outcast few became 
a host, having “ a local habitation and a name.” 
Christianity, Hinduism, and Mohammedanism  
are now spoken o f as the three great religions 
o f India. N o intelligent native at this -fiy  
doubts the possibility and permanence of 
Christianity in this laud.

2. Persecution is decidedlu diminished.
This is a natural result ol ‘the fact just stated.

Formerly there was an idea that in some way 
Christianity might be diverted or crushed. 
Hence relatives and acquaintances attacked 
with determined hostility any o f their number 
who became Christians. They were impelled 
by the same idea exactly that made the Roman 
emperors and people furious and bloody ; that 
filled the Inquisition with untold agonies, and 
kindled flames around the martyr’s stake, in 
modern Europe. The natives generally see 
that they cannot prevent Christianity, and the 
most vehement motive in their persecution is 
unstrung. It must not be supposed that natives 
generally look with complacence on the prog
ress o f Christianity as it spreads in their 
midst, and draws away relatives and friends. 
It is only meant that the feeling or hope o f ex
termination does not as formerly give persist
ence and violence to persecution. In many 
there is a vague notion, that by some kind of 
fate Christianity m ust now gain the ascendency 
in the country. Converts are looked upon as 
irrevocably committed to Christianity, and the 
uselessness o f violent opposition is generally 
recognized.

3. Christianity commands the respect, and 
even has the decided sympathy, o f  a large class 
o f  non-Christian natives.

The time was when Christianity in India 
consisted o f only a few souls o f the lowest and 
poorest classes. Then proud and bigoted Hin
dus and Mohammedans looked with contempt 
and scorn upon all there was o f Christianity. 
“ Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees 
believed on him % ” was often asked. But the 
leaven of the Gospel worked on till the proud 
Brahmin’s heart was reached, and the bigoted 
Mohammedan, boasting a lineage back to the 
prophet himself, changed the crescent for the 
cross. In time Christianity gathered converts 
from the ranks o f vaunted name and wealth, 
and as it has gained numerical strength and 
social standing, scorn has been largely changed

into respect. To be a Christian is no longer 
to be a social outcast and despised. True, the 
convert loses his connection with his family, 
and is regarded as separated from common 
society; but still he may enjoy largely the 
amenities and civilities o f  life from many o f  
his countrymen. This is chiefly the case 
where Christianity has been established for 
som e time. In new fields, at some distance 
from the old centers, the leaven almost inva
riably begins low down and leavens upward, 
meeting with scorn and bitter persecution at 
first, but working its way until both are 
largely disarmed. W e aver, then, speaking 
generally o f mission work in India, that this 
latter point has been reached. Nay, more. As 
stated, Christianity has a considerable measure 
o f sympathy from many non-Christian natives. 
N o one familiar with the thoughts and feelings 
of the Hindus can be ignorant o f  the fact that 
there are many persons among them not 
sim ply indifferent to the progress o f Christi
anity, but who feel a degree o f satisfaction at 
its progress. They are too worldly or faint
hearted or superficial in their views as to the 
claims o f Christianity on them, to make au 
open profession o f i t ; yet they look upon its 
progress as an assurance of prosperity and 
good to their country. Sometimes persons 
who do not declare them selves to be inquirers 
manifest a striking interest in the cases of 
others who do come out as such. Their feel 
ing seems to be, “ Although circumstances 
forbid my choosing the better part, yet go 
thou on and prosper.”

Thus on the conduct, opinions, thoughts, and 
feelings o f the thinking part o f this people th< 
leavening power o f Christianity is exerting 
itself, “ turning the hearts o f the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just, making ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”

R U S S I A .
S u p e r s t it io u s  C u st o m s  o f  t h e  R u s s ia n s . 

— W e are indebted to the Rev. F . W . Flocken 
for the following paper :

There are to the present day in the Russian 
written language memorials which as yet have 
not been approached by the historical critics ; 
for, besides the legends, fables, parables, etc., 
which have remained as expressions of Russian 
fantasy and thought, there are also such, which 
although now considered as apocryphal,’untrue, 
and secret, yet after all had been promulgated 
long enough among the people, and exerted an 
influence, so that at last they became, espe
cially among the Russian sects, the expression 
of faith and custom. I have lately fallen in 
with a work in the Russian language, called 
“ Monuments of Ancient Russian Literature,” 
and in reading it having found not only occa
sion to wonder at the progress made by this 
language since the eleventh century, but to my 
joy I also found the key to several o f the hab
its and usages which, among the Slavic races in 
general, and the Russian dissenters especially, 
to the present day, still stand as great hinder- 
ances in the way o f the spread o f the plain and 
simple teaching of the Bible. Thinking that a 
few extracts would interest the readers o f your 
paper, I communicate to you the following in 
regard to the creation o f Adam.

It is said in this work that the first man was 
created in the land o f Madyam in the following
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manner: The Lord God created the body of 
the first man by using a handfull o f earth com- 

osed of eight parts, nam ely: 1. earth— from it 
e made the flesh; 2. stone— from it the bones;

3. water— from it the blood ; 4. sun— from it 
the eyes ; 5. clouds— from it the thoughts; 
6. light— from it the sight; 7. wind— from it 
the breath ; 8. fire— from it the warmth.

After the body had been formed, and while 
God went into the sun to get the eyes for the 
man whom he had left lying on the ground 
alone, the wicked one came and besmeared the 
whole body with mud and silt. When the 
Lord appeared again to set in the eyes, and 
found the man in such a state, he rebuked 
Satan for his deed, who thereupon sunk like 
lightning into the ground. Then the Lord re
moved the mud and silt from the man, and out 
of this he created a dog, whom he set to watch 
the man, while he him self went up into the 
upper Jerusalem to get the breath for the first 
man.

During his absence Satan appeared the 
second time for the purpose of bringing evil 
upon the man ; but finding the dog at his feet 
barking violently, he took a long stick and 
therewith made into the body seventy holes, 
which signify so many sicknesses. Now it is 
said the Lord Jesus appeared from the upper 
Jerusalem, and finding the man so abused, took 
compassion on him, and reproved Satan, who, 
however, justified him self by saying that he had 
done this for the purpose that the man might 
remember his Creator, for i f  he should be left 
without sickness he would never remember his 
Maker. Thereupon Satan disappeared like the 
darkness from before the light, but sicknesses 
entered into the body o f the man by these 
holes, where they still have their seat. Up to 
this the first man was without name. It is 
said that a name was got as fo llow s: The Lord 
commanded one o f the angels to get it from 
the four ends of the world, and so it was done. 
Four letters were brought together from them, 
and the name Adam composed; whereupon 
man became a living being. The number of 
bones in the human body is given as three 
hundred and forty-five. Then in the East the 
Lord planted a garden and called it Eden, the 
man was placed in it, and everything was sub
jected to him.

Whatever I skip in this extract is in accord
ance with the Mosaic report, and consequently 
known to your readers. The following may, 
however, not be known. It is reported that 
the Lord Jesus revealed to Adam his own 
birth, crucifixion, death, resurrection, and as
cension five thousand five hundred years afore- 
hand, so that Adam saw the Lord crucified, 
Peter at Rome, and Paul at Damascus, going 
about preaching the resurrection o f the Lord. 
Adam, it is said, was only seven days in Para
dise, so that these seven days stand against so 
many thousand years, and that the eighth thou
sand o f the world’s duration will be endless; 
and as Christ has risen on the seventh day, so 
also in one o f these days he will appear again 
in the clouds to judge the world, and give to 
each one according to his works.

Finally, it  is stated that when Adam had 
been driven out o f Paradise he sat him self 
down at the gate o f the same, and there in a 
vision saw the birth o f Cain and Abel, as also 
how the first slew the second; but Adam was 
forbidden to reveal this vision to Eve. For  
fifteen days Adam looked after food in vain 
outside o f P aradise; at last, overcome by hun
ger, he turned to the Lord and prayed for 
frankincense to adore him w ith ; which prayer 
also was granted, the Lord handing down to 
him a vessel containing frankincense and 
m yrrh; then as Adam worshiped the Lord 
with them, he took compassion, and sent the

Archangel Zoel, who partitioned off the seventh 
part o f Eden for Adam. Here our first 
parents found food, and after they had satisfied 
their hunger the Archangel Michael appeared, 
gave them instruction in manual labor, and 
then fed them with wheat, milk, and honey.

W hen Adam commenced to cultivate the 
earth, it is said Satan made his appearance and 
said, “ The heavens are the Lord’s, but the 
earth is m ine; if  therefore you want to culti
vate it, then sign yourself over to m e ; if  not, 
then go to the Paradise, and be the Lord’s.” 
Adam replied : “ The heavens, earth, and seas 
are the Lord’s ; and whosoever’s is the earth 
his I wish to be with my descendants.” Upon 
this he signed himself, and Satan left him in 
great joy. After this Adam settled down in 
the land o f Madyam, where also Cain and Abel 
were born, who both kept watch over their 
father’s herds. One day Adam arose from his 
couch, and addressed E ve as follow s: “ O 
wife, fulfilled are the fourteen years from the 
time Abel was born; his blood is spilled by 
Cain ; get me quick the ass, that I may go and 
look for him.” H e went, found him killed, 
and brought him to the place called Reony, a 
place which I find named nowhere in Josephus 
or the Hebrew Dictionary.

I leave out a report o f the journey o f Seth 
to Paradise after the ointment for Adam’s sick
ness, because it corresponds with the report of 
Nicodemus in his gospel, called apocryphal, 
and therefore may be known to your readers, 
and I will only give that which I find added to 
that report. Seth received from the angel a 
branch from the tree of life. O f this a crown 
wras made, and when Adam died his head was 
crowned with it, and he was buried at a place 
called Gerussi, also a name which I cannot 
find. Six days after this E ve prayed for her 
death; her prayer was granted, and she was 
laid with her son A bel.

In conclusion, I must confess, that before 1 
read this and other dissertations, I vainly looked 
for the reason upon which many superstitious 
usages o f the Slavic races, and especially of 
som e denominations o f  Russian dissenters 
from the Russo-Greek Church, are based. So, 
for example, I could never learn why dogs, 
which as is known are so loved by German, 
French, English, and other people, that they 
have even a place assigned them in the parlor, 
dining, and even bed-room, are in general among 
these people not allowed a place in the house. 
Should one venture into a room, the whole 
family would rise against it instantly. The su
perstition o f the Russian sect called Lipovans 
or Stavobratzi, which is quite numerous in our 
town, became very apparent concerning dogs 
a short time ago. In the course o f the year  
they had built a very nice new church. For 
weeks during the heat of the summer we had 
no rain. One morning in August the sky was 
overhung with heavy clouds; a dreadful rain, 
with heavy thunder and fearful lightning, soon 
followed, and besides some telegraph posts, the 
lightning struck the spire o f the new church. 
The female church members ran with pots of 
sweet milk, for, according to their opinion, 
nothing will extinguish a fire from lightning 
quicker than milk. They succeeded in this 
case at any rate. But with the same rapidity 
the report also spread that God permitted the 
church to be struck, because, aside from other 
circumstances, a dog had succeeded in entering 
the church during the recent dedication, and 
advanced up near to the altar, thereby causing 
a disturbance.

Frankincense is also held in high repute, not 
only in religious services, for the purpose of  
keeping away the evil spirits, but on many 
other occasions it plays an important figure. 
During this summer a young female went

after water to the Danube and was accident
ally drowned, before the eyes o f some stand
ing by. The friends and relatives, anxious to 
get the body as soon as possible, followed the 
advice of some, and got as quickly as possible 
some frankincense, which they placed in a 
small wooden dish near the spot where the 
girl went down. Now very near this spot the 
river makes a bend, and by a rock extending 
into it the otherwise strong current is hinder
ed, by which also the water forms a b igh t; 
anything floating that comes a little to the 
shore side o f it cannot go any further. D own  
to this spot the little dish with frankincense 
floated, and on the shore side, and consequently 
could go no further. A ll said here must be 
the body. W ith hooks and rakes the body, 
which in sinking probably came into that cur
rent, really was found on or near the spot. 
A h ! was the exclamation, it is a wonderful 
thing; frankincense can be trusted; it surely  
will reveal.

It is to be imagined that the more educated 
are, publicly, ashamed of such superstitions, but 
secretly they are as much undor their influence as 
the rest. H ow difficult it is to counteract old 
superstitions, customs, and usages, we have 
ample opportunity to experience. But I fear 
that I have already taken up too much o f your 
time ; I therefore will break off. If you think 
that any more extracts from this work would 
be o f interest to some readers, I will send 
you some at a future date.

T U R K E Y .

T h e  P o p u l a t io n  o f  T u r k e y .— The whole 
Turkish empire, according to the census made 
for the assessment o f the “ tenths,” comprises 
in the aggregate a population o f nearly
42.000.000, o f which 18,000,000 are in Europe 
and 24,000,000 in Asia. Servia, Moldavia, 
and Wallachia number 6,000,000 inhabitants, 
so that there remains a population o f 36,000,000  
for Turkey proper. Setting aside the prov
inces enjoying self-government, this population 
is divided into eleven different races: Greek 
rayas, 2,000,000; Armenians, 2,500,000; 
Syrians and Chaldeans, 300,000; Sclaves,
6.000.000 ; and Albanians, 2 ,000,000; total,
12.800.000. These constitute the Christian 
element. Including in it the Syrians and Chal
deans, we cannot reasonably add to it the
300.000 Jews found in those countries. Now  
follows the Mussulman portion, composed of
15.800.000 souls, without reckoning 160,000 
Tartars, 100,000 Turcomans, 5,600,000 Ara
bians, 40,000 Druses, and 1,000,000 Kurds: 
or, in all, 6,900,000 Mohammedans o f different 
kinds. To sum up, there are Christians, 
12,800,000; Mohammedans, 6,900,000; and 
Mussulmans, 15,800,000; or a total popula
tion of 35.500,000; to which must be added, 
to make up the number o f 36,000,000, the
300.000 Jews, and about 200,000 Gipsies, who 
have no religion.

A  G ood  G if t .— The amount o f  property 
bequeathed by the late Moody Kent to the 
N ew  Hampshire A sylum  for the Insane, is es
timated at f  135,000.
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NEW  YORK, TUESDAY, JA N U A R Y  15, 1867.

P r e s e n t  P o s it io n  o f  t h e  M is s io n a r y  

C a u s e .— There is som e danger that the won
derful prosperity o f our Missionary Society 
may bring it into trouble. Its admirable or
ganization and vigorous administration touched 
every minister and member of the Church and 
congregations, and opened the fountains o f 
Christian benevolence, and their streams have 
flowed continuously with increased volume and 
force. It thus showed what the Church was 
able to do, and hoio it could best do it. Hence 
the missionary organization has become the 
model for the organization of the other general 
benevolent societies o f the Church, such as the 
Sunday-School and Tract Societies, the Church 
Extension Fund, and, perhaps, the Methodist 
Freedmen’s Aid Society. These societies also 
received, to a very great extent, their benevo
lent impulses from the Missionary Society ; 
and hence their administration and spirit are 
closely conformed to the administration and 
spirit o f this society. Whatever, therefore, 
disturbs or suspends the regular action o f the 
Missionary Society, and the continuous and 
increasing flow o f funds into its treasury, dis
turbs the financial plans o f the whole Church, 
and thus endangers the missionary cause, the 
essential element o f which is the preaching 
o f  the Gospel by a living m inistry , with the 
H oly Ghost sent down fro m  heaven.

But there will, in the progress o f the Church, 
arise occasions for subordinate or for tempo
rary action which may, to some extent, and 
for a little time, unfavorably affect the mis
sionary funds, unless the generous and conse
crated devotion of all the members of the 
Church shall rise above all local and tempo
rary impulses and interests, and not only say, 
but by their actions show, that our first duty 
is to see that the Missionary Society shall re
ceive no harm from the contributions to those 
subordinate or temporary causes. It was the 
spontaneous and universal declaration o f the 
Churches at the time o f the institution of these 
auxiliary and temporary enterprises, that the 
contributions to them ought not and should 
not lessen their regular and growing contribu
tions to the missionary cause. So it was de
clared in the last General Conference when 
the Church Extension Society was authorized. 
So it was declared in the last General Confer
ence when the Centenary movement was 
authorized. The common thought and feeling 
was to see that the M issionary Society receive 
no harm  amid the earnest pleadings o f those 
other enterprises, for she is the mother o f them 
all, and they live by her inspiration.

W e have been led to make these remarks

from a conjuncture o f  peculiar circumstances 
in regard to the benevolent societies o f our 
Church. Our missionary work has greatly 
expanded at home and abroad, and the Church 
has contributed from year to year all the 
money necessary for carrying it on as fast as 
suitable men have been found to enter upon 
the work. In making the appropriations the 
General Missionary Committee does not ask, 
How much can we expect the Church w ill give 
for the support o f missions next year 1 but 
they examine the wants of each mission in de
tail, and appropriate what is deemed necessary, 
and appeal to the Church for the amount 
needed. A  year ago the committee judged 
the work required a million o f dollars, and 
they appropriated a million, believing that the 
Church would promptly respond, and to such 
an amount as would, with the balance in the 
treasury, carry the missions through I860. 
In this the committee have not been disap
pointed.

The General Committee at its last session  
judged it necessary to appropriate one million 
and thirty thousand nine hundred and seventy- 
eight dollars ($1,030,978) for our mission 
work at home and abroad in 1867. O f this 
sum the committee directed $850,000 to be 
apportioned among the conferences according 
to their several abilities, confidently believing 
that the remainder will be supplied by an esti
mated balance in the treasury January 1, 
1867, accumulated not by retrenching any of 
our missions, but by great prosperity in mis
sionary receipts, and a wise and economical 
administration o f the funds by the General 
Missionary Committee and Board, anticipating 
the events which are now transpiring in the 
Church. But we ought to frankly declare to 
the Church that there will be a heavy debt on 
the treasury at the close o f 1867 unless the 
Churches shall fully respond to the $850,000  
appropriated to the several conferences for 
1867. In case o f  a failure to respond on the 
part o f the Church we shall have to retrench 
our vast missionary work both at home and 
abroad. This we have good reason to believe 
the Church does not wish us to do, and to pre
vent this she will respond promptly and liber
a lly , if  properly applied to by the pastors, 
aided by their missionary committees sev
erally.

It has been felt with some anxiety that the 
missionary cause has been held in abeyance 
some time, and is still so held to some extent 
by the interest the Church has taken in setting 
on foot new enterprises. She has desired to 
see the Church Extension Fund firmly estab
lished. And most earnestly has she given her
self to the Centenary cause, a cause designed 
to commemorate the glorious results of her 
mission in the world during the first hundred 
years o f her work. Such movements as these

within the bosom o f the Church could not but 
disturb and suspend to some extent her regular 
growing contributions to the Missionary So
ciety. The General Centenary Committee 
foresaw this, and arranged to have the Cente
nary contributions closed up in the month of 
November. After this month it was designed 
and expected that the missionary committees 
o f the Churches severally, and the Sunday- 
schools as Juvenile Missionary Societies, would 
resume their functions, and the missionary 
cause have again the hearty, regular, and or
ganized support o f the whole Church, and o f  
all her children organized as Juvenile Mission
ary Societies in the Churches.

The time has come for the resumption of  
our usual missionary activity if  we would pre
serve the great vigor and glorious results of 
our missionary cause, and raise the $850,000  
distributed to the Conferences for 1867, and to 
the several districts in the several Conferences, 
and to the several Churches and stations within 
each district. W e regret exceedingly to learn 
that quite a number o f our Sunday-schools 
have been led to continue their Centenary 
contributions into next year, and not to resume 
their duties as juvenile missionary societies. 
And we have learned, with still more regret 
that quite a number o f them have been per
suaded to lay aside, at least for a time, or to 
a large extent, their true and highest function, 
namely, that of being a missionary society, 
and to be employed in some local temporal 
interest. This ought not so to be. The great 
living thought of doing something directly for* 
the salvation of the world, by the preaching 
o f the Gospel, should be kept constantly be
fore the Sunday-school children, organized 
into a juvenile missionary society.

O n e  M il l io n  a n d  T h ir t y  T h o u s a n d  D ol

l a r s .— The Northwestern says in relation to 
the cause for the newly begun year o f effort:

Our Missionary Board has spoken as to its 
intent; it means no backward step, but some
thing more is demanded. The Missionary So
ciety asks for one dollar per member through
out the Church, and must have it. Let us 
appeal to our people for at least fifty cents for 
each enrolled name for the Church Extension 
Society. That is a practicable aim, and will 
come with force to the conscience of the Church. 
And it can be raised if  the cause goes to the 
Church with such pastoral indorsement as it 
should have.

T h e  W o r k  R e q u i r e s  It.— Zion's H erald , 
commenting upon the action of the General 
Missionary Committee, sayB:

Here is a fact to be remembered. W hen  
considering the subject in relation to what the 
committee thought the Church would contrib
ute they named one million dollars ; but when 
they took up another line o f  investigation, and 
considered how much the necessities o f our 
wonk demand, the several items foot up one 
million thirty thousand nine hundred and sev
enty-eight dollars. One is the human judgment
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made up in the abstract, and the other is that 
same judgment made upon a careful investiga
tion o f the indications o f Providence as made 
known by the demands o f the work. The 
latter is doubtless the truer judgment. The 
sum finally adopted by the Board, and fully 
concurred "in by the bishops, is the one which 
we believe the Church will cheerfully adopt, 
and to which she will promptly and generously 
respond. If no advance step had been taken, 
we believe there would have been a painful 
and sorrowful feeling o f regret in the heart o f  
the Church. They would have said, our lead
ers do not understand us, they are not up with 
the people. If any advance is made, this is as 
little as could reasonably be made.

A  G l o r io u s  R e s p o n s ib il it y .— The Advo
cate and Journal closes a very thorough review  
o f the results reached by the Missionary Com
mittee in the paragraph following :

O f the more than a  million appropriated for 
the ensuing year, it is probable that very nearly 
the whole amount will be drawn for. If, 
therefore, the entire surplus in the treasury 
shall be used, there w ill still be a demand for 
over eight hundred thousand dollars from the 
conferences, or more than a hundred thousand 
in advance of last year’s contributions, and re
quiring an average advance o f two thousand 
dollars in the contributions o f each o f the 
several annual conferences. This state of af
fairs m ay not unnaturally cause some little 
anxiety in the Mission R oom s; it should be 
felt by every minister and member o f the 
Church. The great Etead o f the Church has 
laid a great and glorious responsibility upon 
us ; it remains to be demonstrated by our acts 
whether we shall be found worthy of so great 
an honor.

G E R M A N Y .
A  F o u n d a t io n  f o r  M a n y  G e n e r a t io n s .—  

Mr. J o h n  T. M a r t in , of Brooklyn city, State 
o f N ew  York, has made sure to the Mission
ary Society o f the Methodist Episcopal Church 
the princely sum of twenty-five thousand dol
lars, for the purpose o f founding in Bremen, 
Germany, an institution in which young min
isters may be assisted in a thorough theologi
cal education. This tim ely gift will enable 
the Missionary Society, through the men now  
in the Conference o f Germany and Switzer
land, to strengthen and enlarge their work by 
the fruit given them of God, in the field which 
they cultivate.

Too high an estimate can scarcely be put 
upon this opportune movement on the part o f 
Brother Martin. May he, and his children’s 
children, for many generations, have cause of 
joy from i t !

A  letter has been received at the Mission 
Rooms from Rev. D r. Jacoby, dated Novem 
ber 1, in which occurs the following passage. 
It is another indication o f the value o f our mis
sion in Berlin, and o f its relation to Americans 
who resort to that city, to avail themselves o f  
the lectures in the university. W hen our new 
church shall be finished, which will be by May 
next year, the religious relations between Ber
lin and the United States w ill be closer and 
more fruitful. Brother Jacoby says :

Sunday, the 28th o f October, we had our 
Centenary meetings. In the morning I preach
ed a Centenary sermon on Psa. cxviii, 2 4 :  
“ This is the day,” etc.; and in the afternoon 
we had a very interesting love-feast. Several 
of our American brethren were preseut, and 
testified with our members what the Lord had 
done for their soul through the instrumentality 
of Methodism.

One young brother, a local preacher, who 
left Middletown about two years ago, and has 
been longer than a year in Berlin, said as fol- 
to w s: “ M y dear German brothers and sisters,
I am glad to say to-day to you that it has been 
a great blessing to me to find in Berlin a 
Methodist Society. I never left your meetings 
without taking the best resolutions to become 
more holy in life. When I was in America 
several of m y friends, who had visited Ger
many, confessed to me, that by trial and tempt
ations to which they had given way during 
their stay in Germany, their religious life had 
suffered in such a degree that it had become 
difficult for them to regain that religious ex
perience which they enjoyed when they left 
America. By the help of God he could say 
to-day, that it had not been the case with him, 
and he was satisfied that, next to the grace of 
God, he owed the state o f his religious feeling 
at this time to the communion which he en
joyed with' the Methodists in Berlin.”

You may imagine that I rejoiced to hear our 
young brother express himself in this way. 
Many young men who left America for Ger
many with a heart full o f religion, and good 
purpose to keep it, have suffered shipwreck in 
want o f Christian communion. May God 
make the German Methodists become a bless
ing to our American brethren that visit Ger
many. If they come by Bremen let them call 
at the Tract House, and we are ready t o . 
serve them.

D r. Hurst and family arrived on Thursday, 
the 1st o f November, after a very short voyage. 
W e pray and believe that our dear brother 
will become a great blessing to our Church in 
Germany.

J A P A N .
S t u d e n t s  f r o m  J a p a n  a n d  C h in a .— It 

seems a late issue o f the Springfield R epub
lican notices the arrival in that city of six Ja
panese students, on their way to Monson 
Academy. They are sent to this country by 
the Prince o f Satsuma, one o f the most pow
erful and enlightened o f the eighteeu princes 
o f Japan. Their object is to acquire a 
knowledge of our language, and the branches 
of a scientific and practical education. They 
expect to remain in this country five or six 
years, or longer if necessary, in order to be
come proficients in the studies which they wish 
to pursue. Three o f them are young men, 
and the others not far from thirty years o f age. 
They are all connected with the'arm y o f the 
Prince o f Satsuma, in which they hold an offi
cial rank. Their names are Ashuara, Shima- 
da, Hisamais, Kudo, Ohara, and Yoshida, and 
they have already acquired some knowledge 
o f our language.

The arrival o f these strangers from Japan 
shows that this remote country is no longer 
to be secluded from intercourse with the W est
ern nations. They have not been connected 
with the mission schools in Japan, but the

advice o f one o f our missionaries, Rev. Samuel 
R, Brown, was solicited by the government of 
the country, in regard to the best mode o f in
troducing them to the schools of the United 
States. Mr. Brown, now a missionary o f the 
Reformed Dutch Church at Yokohama, was 
formerly in charge of the Morrison School at 
Ilong Kong, and on his return to this country 
he brought with him three Chinese youth, who 
were several years at Monson Academy. 
Their names were W ong Shing, Yung W ing, 
and W ong Fun. The first of these, Shing, 
after a residence of two years, returned to 
China, where he has been connected with the 
office o f the China M ail as an editor and trans
lator, and lately he has been called to take 
charge o f an important school at Shanghai. 
Yung W ing, after a residence o f four years at 
Monson, entered Yale College, where he grad
uated in 1854. H e was distinguished in col
lege for his attainments in English literature, 
and won several prizes for composition. After 
his return to China he was a successful mer
chant, and in 1864 ho was sent to this country 
as an agent of the Chinese government with an 
important commission. H is nephew, Yung 
Sum Yow, is now in Monson Academy. 
W ong Fun fitted for college at Monson, and 
entered Edinburgh University in accordance 
with tlie wishes of his patron, Mr. Shortrede, 
a native o f Scotland.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
T h e  superintendent of our missions in South 

America, the Rev. D r. Goodfellow, under date 
of October 10, 1866, writes to the Mission 
Rooms as follows :

A t the close of our third quarter o f 1866, 
with health arid order in all our borders, the 
following particulars will give you a view of 
the state o f our work.

Buenos A yres C ity .— The services of Rev. J . 
W . Shank have been added to my own during 
nearly all o f this quarter. But an absence on 
his part in the country for three weeks, and my 
own illness for more than twice that time, 
have been in the way o f the full work o f two 
men. There is no abatement o f any kind to 
be reported in any department o f our work, 
but rather an improvement. Our congrega
tion in favorable weather fills the house. A t
tendance at prayer-meeting and at class-meeting 
has improved, and we have an increase o f both 
teachers and scholars in Sunday-school.

During about two months o f  the quarter we 
have held two prayer-meetings a week in addi
tion to the two of our regular custom, and for 
two weeks we held a service every night in 
the church. These services proved highly 
profitable to the Church.

In numbers we have to report as follows : 
Members 92, probationers 44, total 136. O f 
these 55 reside outside o f the city, the nearest 
being one league away and the furthest eighty- 
two leagues.

In Sunday-school, average number of scholars 
90, officers and teachers 19, number o f Bible- 
classes 1, number of scholars in infant class 
30, copies of Sunday-School Advocate taken 
40, number of conversions 8.

During the quarter we have held one service
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whenever practicable on board a ship in 

•n'lior, and also in the village of Barracas, 
ubout one league out o f the city. W e can re
port nothing now about the permanency of this 
arrangement, but we shall make a fair experi
ment with these places.

Buenos A yres Circuit.— Rev. Francis N . 
Lett continues to occupy this work with six 
regular preaching-places and one occasional. 
The more effectually to organize this work 
Brother Shank made the tour o f the circuit in 
July, administering the sacraments where it 
was desirable, and in one place organizing a 
class o f three members and seven probationers. 
The former are included in our report o f num
bers for the city, but the probationers are not. 
The appointments are widely scattered, being 
from five to twelve leagues apart, and there 
are grouped at these six places in all sixty-five 
Protestant families. But few o f these are of 
our own communion, but they all welcome us 
cordially. Within the same bounds ministers 
o f the English and o f the Scotch Established 
Churches visit and preach. W e have in the 
circuit in all eleven members and nine proba
tioners, total twenty.

JRosario.— Rev. Thomas Carter has gathered 
some fruit o f his careful and incessant toil at 
this place. Three persons are regarded as con
verted during this quarter, and they have join
ed our Church on probation. The continual 
increase o f English speaking people is corre
spondingly increasing the congregation. The 
Sunday-school has about twenty scholars, and 
the day-school has forty.

During the quarter Brother Carter has vis
ited and preached at Fraile Muerto, distant 
one hundred and twenty miles, and now 
reached by railroad, where there is a very ex
tensive settlement of English-speaking people.

A  settlement o f Californians has been com
menced on the border o f the Indian territory, 
to whom we must soon go to preach. The 
colony is not yet six months old, but they 
have bought about four hundred and fifty 
square miles o f land, and expect by them
selves and other settlers to occupy it.

Rosario has contributed this year $500 
silver toward the support of our Church there.

JEJsperanza.— Rev. D . F . Sauvain is stationed 
at this Swiss colony among a Protestant popu
lation o f about five hundred souls, and he 
preaches once each Sunday in German and 
once in French, and during the week he con
ducts a school in both languages for the chil
dren o f his charge. The government has 
agreed to aid the school with $25 Bolivian 
currency per month, about $20 silver. The 
church is arranged for school as well as for 
divine service, and under the same roof is the 
parsonage. The German portion o f the com
munity is the most numerous, and in fair 
weather they fill the house o f worship. Broth
er Sauvain very much needs an assistant. H e  
also preaches once a month at the city o f Santa 
F e. A t the latter place there is much needed 
a man to begin preaching and teaching a school.

San Carlos.— Rev. Theophilus W eigle con
tinues at this Swiss colony, where there are 
about three hundred Protestant persons. W e  
occupy as church, school-house, and parsonage, 
the old Roman Catholic Church. Brother 
W eigle is a German, but has lately begun to 
preach in French also. The people are poor, 
but would aid to their utmost i f  we deemed it 
timely to build.

These last two places are in the province o f  
Santa F e, and within thirty miles o f the city 
o f that name.

Villa de Urquiza.— Rev. J. J. Rau supplies 
this place. H e has received license to preach 
from our quarterly conference, but an ordained

man is much needed at that place. There are 
about two hundred Protestants at that colony. 
It is in the province o f Entre Rios, about six 
leagues above the city of Paraná, on the banks 
of the Paraná river. A  house for worship is 
greatly needed there, and we are about to 
build. W e have obtained over $1,300 silver 
for the object, and we hope to erect a house 
convenient for all our purposes, including resi
dence, for about $1,700 silver. Brother Rau 
preaches in German, and conducts a school.

Cordoba.— Mr. John Beveridge, a layman, 
conducts a school in Cordoba, the capital o f  
the province, o f that name, and he organized a 
Sunday-school on the first Sunday in August. 
H e distributes tracts and books, and visits 
among the people. Cordoba is, above all other 
points in this country, the stronghold o f Jesu
itism. Within a year it will be in railroad 
connection with Rosario, and thence by steam
er with this city. It is to us the most import
ant point now unoccupied, and the most difficult 
one to fill well.

Various Places.— A t A zu l, Rev. H . R. 
Nicholson, a local elder, preaches to his family 
and to his neighbors, at his own house. Among 
the residents there are four members and one 
probationer.

A long the Atlantic coast southward we 
have been urged to explore and to establish a 
circuit. W e have a list o f  one hundred and 
twenty-four names o f men, without counting 
the women and children, who could be visited 
by one man. Within that range there is one 
place where a few brethren keep up a weekly 
prayer-meeting.

Salto remains unoccupied, as we have been 
disappointed in the man whom we expected to 
send there.

W e very much need a German traveling 
preacher, acquainted with our doctrines and 
usages, for the benefit o f our German work in 
the provinces.

Our Church school in this city is continued. 
There are now eighty pupils in attendance. It 
cannot extend in numbers or value much until 
we have a school-house.

S C A N D I N A V I A .

D e n m a r k  favors religious liberty. In her 
new constitution she has incorporated the fol
lowing articles :

A r t . 76.— Citizens shall have the right to 
unite in a community to worship God accord
ing to their own convictions, upon the condi
tion that their doctrines and conduct are not 
contrary to public order

A r t . 77.— N o citizen shall be obliged to 
contribute for the support o f any worship he 
does not him self profess ; nevertheless, every 
individual who is a member o f a religious 
community recognized in the country will be 
cxpected to contribute toward public instruc
tion the amount imposed by law in favor of 
the National Church.

A r t . 79.— N o one can, because o f his relig
ion, be deprived o f the enjoyment o f his civil 
and political rights, or be hindered from the 
accomplishment o f any o f his duties as a 
citizen.

F O R E I G N  P O P U L A T I O N S .

I m m ig r a t io n  f o r  t h e  Y e a r  1866.— The 
Journal o f  Commerce says that the total num. 
ber o f  aliens who have arrived at this port to  
the 12th o f December, 1866, is 235,111, and 
shows that the influx o f population from for

eign countries for the past year will vary but 
little from 240,000. Only during the great 
“ Irish exodus,” when multitudes fled to the 
United States to escape the horrors o f famine, 
has this number been surpassed. A t the pres
ent time the arrivals are very evenly divided 
between the Celts and the T eutons; but had 
there been no German war, the latter would 
have largely preponderated. The statement 
by months is as fo llow s:

NUM BER pF ARRIVALS FO R 1866.

January  .........................................10,132
February...................................................  6,236
March.........................................................  14,831
April...................................................   17,462
May.............................................................. 40,049
J u n e ............................................................  36,242
J u ly ............................................................  35,089
A ugust.......................................................  20,059
Septem ber................................................. 15,254
October..................................................   16,198
November...................................................  18,060
December, to 1 2 th .................................  4,899

Total.................................................  235,111

Last year’s immigration is mostly made up 
o f persons who come to this country to labor, 
and constitute a solid accession o f national 
wealth. In health, these new comers have 
been good ; in pecuniary circumstances, com
fortable. So far as can be gathered from ad
vices thus far received, the immigration of 
next year will probably reach 300,000.

The westward flow o f population from Eu
rope to the United States within the last two 
decades is shown by the fo llow ing:

1847 , , , , , , 129,062 1857 ,.
1848 ......... 189,176 1858 ,
1849 ......... 1859 ..................  79,322
1850 ......... 1860,. .................. 105,162
1851 , 1861 .. .................. 65,529
1852 ......... 300,992 1862 .................. 76,306
1853 . ,, ......... 284,945 1863,. .................. 156,844
1854 , 1864.. .................. 225,916
1855 ......... 1865 .
1856 , . . 1866.. . .  (about) 240,000 !

By far the largest proportion o f the passen
ger business is done by steamships.

S c a n d in a v ia n .— The Sandebudet, a family 
paper in the Swedish language, devoted to re
ligion and general intelligence, is published 
every Monday at 66 Washington-street, Chi
cago, Illinois, by Poe & Hitchcock. Rev. 
Victor W itting, editor.

This is the only Methodist paper in the 
Swedish language in the world. It is publish
ed at a considerable pecuniary loss annually, 
but is exerting such a great influence for 'God 
and religion among the Scandinavian popula
tion in this country that it cannot and ought 
not to be discontinued. It is emphatically a 
religious paper. It is a messenger o f good 
tidings to these strangers who are scattered 
here and there among us. W e write this to 
remind our brethren and friends generally that 
we have such a paper, and that it  is our duty 
to do all in our power to sustain it. In a great 
many o f our cities, towns, and country villages 
are some Scandinavians to be found; many of 
them belong to our American Churches, but
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many more do not belong to any Church. 
W ill not our preachers in 6uch places or neigh
borhoods where there is no Scandinavian 
Church, and yet where there are some o f these 
people, try to induce them to take the “ San- 
debudet V’ Many of our friends and members 
have Scandinavians in their employ ; you like 
them because they are generally trustworthy, 
industrious, and moral. W ill you not send 
for this paper to give to them, if  you cannot 
induce them to take it themselves? You may 
by so doing be the indirect means o f leading 
them to Christ. The price is only two dollars 
a year. W e would also call the attention o f  
business men in those cities and towns where 
the Scandinavian population is large, to the 
benefit they may derive by advertising in the 
“ Sandebudet.” It has the largest circulation 
in Chicago o f any Swedish paper, and a very 
large circulation iu the whole northwest, and 
merchants and others will do well to patronize 
it. Send all orders to Poe & Hitchcock, 66 
Washington-street, Chicago, Illinois.

§>ram£iu¡ $ e p r tn u n t*

T h e  B e t h e l , S h i p .— G ood  N e w s  f r o m  a  

F a b  C o u n t r y .— Among the members o f Pas
tor Hedstrom’s care are several sailors from 
the fatherland, who, having found their abili
ties are worth more on shore than “ before the 
mast,” have taken work as carpenters or other 
craftsmen. They thus manage to remit much 
larger means to their families at home, or 
bring them out to this country. In some few 
cases love for homeland prevails above the 
temporal and religious advantages o f this 
country, and wife and children decline coming.

W e deeply sympathize with both parties in 
cases of this kind. Here the husband and 
father tastes the sweets of civil and religious 
liberty, the delights o f Christian fellowship, 
and the large remuneration of his skill and 
industry. Charmed by these attractions he 
sends home liberally, he helps here freely, and 
hopes that, at the expiration o f two or three 
years, either to draw the family here, or fail
ing to do it, returns home with means to make 
his future life, and that o f his family, much 
more comfortable through their future days.

How much his family and him self will do 
for the spiritual profit o f their people cannot 
be told. But we would as soon take the lot of 
such a man’s future life, as that o f the enriched 
merchant who comes again to his house after 
a long absence in the Indies !

O u r  G ir l  F o u n d l in g s  ik  In d i a .— W ith  
great interest the children will read the fol
lowing letter from Sister Thomas, concerning 
the little girl cast out to die, but saved by our 
Girls’ Orphanage. It is dated at Bareilly, 
India, October 4, 1866 :

“ When a little girl I used to read o f Hindoo 
mothers throwing their little ones into the river 
Ganges, or leaving them to die alone upon its 
banks, or casting them out into the jungle to 
be torn and eaten by wild beasts. M y heart 
was moved with pity, and I longed to have 
those poor deluded mothers know o f the 
blessed Saviour; but I then little thought it 
would ever be m y privilege to see any of these 
poor little outcasts, to love and cherish them, 
and teach them the way to heaven. Yet, so 
my lot has fallen, and I cannot tell you how I 
value this privilege.

“ Perhaps some o f you have read o f  our 
little Frances Coryall, who was sent us by a 
gentleman from Philibeet about two years ago. 
She was only about fifteen or twenty days old 
then, as near as we could tell. She was found 
half buried in an opeu field, and it seems truly 
wonderful that the ravenous wolves did not 
find her before this humane gentleman did. 
She was so very young, and so nearly fam
ished when brought to us, that we had little 
hope of ever raising h er ; but God, who 
watched over her in the field, and sent her a 
preserver, has taken care o f her ever since, and 
now she is as hearty, playful, and interesting 
as any two-year-old baby you ever saw, the 
pet and plaything o f all the girls in the orphan
age, but more especially o f Grace, a girl o f 
thirteen or fourteen years, who takes good care 
of her, makes all her clothes, feeds her and 
cares for her night and day. W e think she 
gives promise of more than ordinary intelli
gence and ability.

“ Hira is another dear little girl whom a 
sepoy brought us one day, and said that he 
had found her in a sugar-cane field, and desired 
us to take her into the orphanage. W e sent 
her first to the magistrate to have inquiry 
made for her parents or friends, but they re
turned her to us the next day, saying they 
could find no trace o f her friends. The poor 
little thing was so nearly starved that she had 
no use of her limbs, and was too weak to cry, 
and so filthy it was painful to see her. N o  
sooner was it known in the school that another 
little girl had come, than a nice little girl, 
about twelve years old, whom we call Harriet 
Richardson, came and begged us to give the 
little new comer to h er ; she said she would 
take “ such good care ” o f her, and she seemed 
so much in earnest that we gave the child to 
her. She was very faithful in attending to all

our directions for her health and comfort, and 
seemed to love her very much. I think there 
are not many such faithful little nurses to be 
found as Harriet has proved, and her little 
charge has fully repaid her love and care; she 
is now fat and healthy, and loves her “ Buwa 
(Sister) H arriet” very much. She can now 
run about, talk, aud play, and is always so 
clean and nice that it is a pleasure to see aiul 
hear her. When Bishop Thomson was in 
India she was baptized, and named Hira, which 
means in the language of this country a dia
mond. Now, dear children, don’t you think it 
a privilege and a pleasure to take care o f these 
little ones, and bring them up where there are 
those who love them as Christian mothers love  
their little ones, aud where they will learn of Je
sus, the children’s Saviour, as soon as they can 
understand 1 Grace and Harriet are doing the 
work of missionaries, are learning the duties 
that belong to Christian mothers, and I think 
they are more careful o f their example than 
they would be if  they had 110 such charge.

“ W e have yet another helper, Mary Crock
er. She has taken charge of a little girl about 
two years old, who was sent us a short time 
ago, so filthy, feeble, and poor, that the man 
brought her in a basket; he thought she was 
too dirty for him to touch; it would have 
spoiled his caste ;  but the Christian woman who 
looks after our little ones took her in her arms 
and carried her to the orphanage, where Mary 
laid claim to her at once, and encouraged by 
the success of Grace and Harriet we gave her 
to Mary, wrho loves her dearly and cares for 
her very tenderly. She is slowly recovering, 
and runs about some. W e hope soon to see 
her well and hearty like the others.

“ I often wish, when I hear o f the noble 
efforts the Sabbath-school children in America 
are making for the missionary cause, that they 
could step into the Girls’ Orphanage. I am 
sure they would be assured that they were not 
laboring in vain. These girls think it is very 
nice to have a long English name, because they 
know that some one in America cares for 
them. And we are often asked by those who 
have only one English name what is the reason, 
does no one in America care for u s1? W e tell 
them they are all loved, cared for, and prayed 
for by the children and good people in America, 
and I am sure we are nof mistaken in this.”

S e l f -s a c r if ic e .— To be a Christian is to bo 
Christlike, and Christ willingly gave his life a 
ransom for ours. Two men were engaged off 
the coast fishing, when a sudden squall upset 
their boat. One o f them could not swim, and 
the only oar that floated near was caught by 
the other. The drowning man, in piercing 
tones, cried out, “ O, my poor wife'and chil
dren, they must starve now ! ” On hearing 
which the other, who was able to swim, but 
had very little hope o f reaching the distant
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shore, said, “ Save you rself: I will risk ray 
life for theirs! ” and then thrust the oar be
neath the arras o f  the sinking fisherman. 
W hat a noble example o f self-sacrifice! By 
the goodness o f God they were both able to 
keep afloat until a boat picked them up and 
they were brought safe to land. Forget not 
it is Christlike to do all we can to save both 
body and soul from death. For this purpose 
the Missionary Society is formed, and mis
sionaries are sent out to make known the 
Gospel.

“ The heathen perish day by day ;
Thousands on thousands pass aw ay;
0  Christians, to their rescue fly ;
Preach Jesus to them ere they die.”

T h e  W r e c k .— Those who go down to the 
sea in ships often witness strange and exciting 
scenes. When the Rev. W .  E llis was on his 
way home from Madagascar, he saw a sight 
which when once seen is not likely to be for
gotten.

H e had scarcely ended a conversation with 
the captain, when he heard a shout on deck, 
“ A  wreck ! a wreck ! ” and, hastening to see 
what it meant, he saw, on the tops o f the waves, 
about two miles off, a small flag or signal of 
blue c lo th ; and then, in a few minutes more, 
he could see a sort o f raft, with two figures, a 
white man and a man o f color, sitting upon it, 
the water reaching as high as their waists. 
Up went the flag o f the ship, to let these poor 
castaways know that they were seen, and that 
help was at hand. One of the ship’s boats was 
lowered, and five stout and brave British 
sailors pulled away toward the raft, every eye 
eagerly looking after them, and every heart 
yearning with a desire for the success o f their 
endeavor; but no one moved ; not a word was 
uttered, even breathing seemed difficult, so in
tense was the excitement. But when they 
saw, first one man, and then the other, stiff, 
benumbed, and swollen with water, gently but 
safely lifted into the boat, they made the ship 
ring again with the shout, “ They’re saved ! 
they’re saved ! ” Some shed tears, and others 
were ready to faint under the influence o f their 
strong feelings of pity and joy. The boat soon 
came alongside, and the men, all bruised and 
bleeding, were tenderly raised over the ship’s 
side, and carried into the cabin : but, in a short 
time, Mr. E llis was called for, and hastened 
to the cabiq, there to find what may be called

Unexpected F ru it.— It was found that one 
of the men saved from the wreck was a Sand- 
w'ieh Jslander, a man o f color. The white 
mart was the captain o f the ship, which had 
been upset in a violent gale two days before, 
when all on board, with the exception o f these 
two, had perished.

The islander was a young man, one o f the
crew. H e was sitting with his head bent
down, and his long black dripping hair hang
ing over his eyes and’down his face. Looking 
at him kindly, Mr. E llis addressed him in the 
native language, saying, “ Salutation, dear 
friend— affection.” The man instantly lifted 
his head, swept with his hand his long black 
hair to one side o f his forehead, and, looking 
as one startled at the sound of his own tongue,

' | he returned the salutation, and, in answer to a
j question, stated he was a native of Oahu, the
■ island on which Mr. E llis once lived. H e said

he was up aloft furling a sail, when the ship 
suddenly went over, and all in an instant were 
plunged in the deep. Other islanders were on 
board, but they soon sank. Mr. E llis said, 
“ God has very mercifully preserved you : you 
must remember his goodness and pray to him.” 
H e replied, 411 did pray to him in the night

when I was in the sea; I did pray to God in 
the morning when I saw the captain ; I prayed 
that we might be saved; and God sent away 
death and sent your ship, and we are here.” 
Mr. E llis then said, “ I am glad you prayed 
to God : you must be thankful to him, and love 
and serve him. You must try to serve God 
in your future life.” Mr. E llis then repeated 
the first two lines o f a hymn which he had 
written when he was a missionary in the coun
try. The man’s countenance brightened; he 
took up the strain where Mr. E llis had left off, 
and finished the remaining verses with evident 
satisfaction.

Mr. E llis said, “ W here did you learn that 
hymn ?” H e answered, “ In the school of the 
missionaries at Oahu.” And when Mr. E llis 
told him that he had written that hymn many 
years ago, when he lived in the Sandwich 
Islands, he looked with greater astonishment, 
and said eagerly, “ W ho are you ? ” The an
swer was, “ I am Maka E lik a ” (the native 
way o f pronouncing Mr. E llis’s name.) He 
was greatly surprised and pleased; said he 
•knew the missionaries who were now at the 
islands, and that his brother was a native 
teacher and his sister a Christian.

W hat a cause is this fur thankfulness, that 
the Christian sentiments of a hymn learned in 
youth were thus thought o f and found to be 
comforting in the time of a great sorrow ! 
W e see that what is acquired in early life is 
seldom wholly lost in riper years ; and all who 
work for God, however discouraged they may 
sometimes be, will find out, sooner or later, 
that their labors have not been in vain in the 
Lord.— Juv. Miss. Mag.

T h e  In d ia n  T h u g .— A  Thug at Meerut, 
who had murdered more than one traveler, 
was captured under circumstances which made 
it vain for him to deny that he was a devotee 
o f the goddess Kali. H e was brought into the 
place heavily ironed, and thrown into a cell to 
await the arrival o f the district judge. W eeks 
passed, and the wild and fearful-looking being 1 
seemed quite forgotten by all but the warder, 
who took him his daily allowance o f rice and 
water. But God did not forget him. H is 
eye, which sees every one o f us, pierced into 
the gloom o f that dungeon, and looked with 
pity on the poor deluded man. God could 
raise him up a friend, although he seemed o f  
ail men most friendless.

A  missionary was passing one day through 
the place and heard about this wretched man. 
Being anxious never to lose an opportunity o f  
doing good, he at once sought him out and 
visited him. H e found him a blind but sin
cere worshiper o f the wife o f Sceva the de
stroyer, who is supposed to delight in offerings 
of human blood. The good man spoke to him 
at once of that o f which his own heart was full, 
the love of Jesus, and with such softening in
fluence, that the man at last lay at his feet 
eagerly drinking in all he heard. Kind words 
awakened kind echoes, and the message of 
Gospel love, now for the first time poured 
into the ears o f this wretched man, was like 
the dawning of a new day, and that good Spirit 
which draws to God began to work as leaven 
in his dark sool.

The missionary could remain only two or 
three days, in which he talked and read and 
prayed with him, and pointed him to the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sin o f the world. 
Before he left, finding he could read, he gave 
him a New Testament in his own native tongue. 
W eeks again passed, and the judge arrived, 
the court was set, the witnesses were ready, and 
the prisoner was brought in. But his very out
ward appearance was quite changed. The 
softening.influence o f true religion had proved 
stronger than all punishment and restraint.

H is savage wildness had disappeared, and was 
succeeded by a mild aspect and manner. God’s 
work was being made m anifest; God’s Spirit 
had wrought the change.

“ N o need of these,” exclaimed the prisoner, 
pointing to the witnesses. “ I am ready to 
avow the crimes o f m y dreadful life.” l i e  
then proceeded to declare that, having 
been brought up among Thugs, he had fully  
believed that by the shedding o f  the blood o f  
each victim he had not only pleased the dread
ful goddess, but procured her favor for him
se lf  ; and he recounted murder after murder 
in which he had been engaged, some o f them  
attended with such cruelty that those present, 
who had begun to feel some pity for him, again 
shrank back, the judge him self lifting up his 
hands and exclaiming, “ H ow  could you be 
guilty o f enormities like these1?”

The only reply the poor man made to the 
judge, was to place his hand in the bosom of  
his linen vest to take forth a little book ; then, 
holding it up in his hand, he said : “ Had I 
but received this book sooner, the Book of 
Jesus, my Saviour and my God, 1 should not 
have done it.”— M issionary News.
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