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A F R I C A .
Thk R e p u b l ic  o f  L ib e r i a .— In April, 1822, 

the.American Colonization Society planted a 
colony of colored people from the United 
States on the west coast of benighted Africa. 
It was named Liberia. For twenty-five years 
after it was founded it remained under the su
pervision o f the society, during which period, 
with the blessing o f God, it grew into strength 
and importance as a Christian commonwealth: 
so much so, that, with the approval and hearty 
co-operation o f the Colonization Society, a 
convention, duly called, was holden at Monro
via, the capital o f Liberia, in July, 1847, at 
which the colony assumed the entire responsi
bility o f self-government in these words :

“  We, the representatives o f the people o f 
the commonwealth o f Liberia, in convention 
assembled, invested with authority to form a 
new government, relying upon the aid and 
protection o f the great Arbiter o f human 
events, do hereby, in the name and on behalf 
o f the people o f this commonwealth, publish 
and declare the said commonwealth a Free, 
Sovereign, and Independent State, by the name 
and title o f the Republic o f  Liberia.”

The insignia o f the republic, adopted by the 
convention, is as follows:

Its flag consists o f six red stripes, with five 
white ones, alternately displayed longitudin
ally. In the upper angle o f the flag, next to 
the spear, is a square blue ground, covering in 
depth five stripes, in the center o f which is one 
lone white star. The imprint o f its seal is a 
dove on the wing, with an open scroll in its 
claws ; a view of the ocean, with a ship under 
sail; the sun just emerging from the waters ; 
a palm tree, and at its base a plow and spade. 
Beneath the emblems are the words, Republic 
o f  Liberia;  and above, the national motto, 
The love o f  liberty brought us here.

On the 24th day of August, 1847, the flag 
of the new republic was raised, amid the roar 
o f cannon and the shouts o f a happy and joy
ful people !

The republic of Liberia in 1866, at the age 
o f nineteen years, what is it ?

It is a new nationality, an independent sover
eignty o f negroes, whose constitution recog
nizes their moral obligation to extend the 
blessings o f a Christian civilization to the na
tives of Africa; in the language o f the article, 
“  to regenerate and enlighten this benighted 
contineut.” Where can be found another na
tional constitution having a like article 1 We 
look for it in vain.

What is Liberia in territory f  
Its sea-coast line is some six hundred miles 

in length, and its average extent interior about 
fifty miles. It may extend much further back, 
for it embraces all the territory owned by the 
several tribes o f whom it was purchased by the 
Colonization Society, the limits o f which are 
but imperfectly ascertained. Be the same 
more or less, it will doubtless ere long be 
greatly enlarged.

What is Liberia numerically ?
The entire population o f the republic, in

cluding the aboriginal inhabitants o f the coun- 
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try, is some five hundred thousand. O f these, 
twelve thousand are Americo-Liberians, that 
is, the families o f those who have emigrated 
from the United States, and those who have 
become connected with them by marriage. To 
these may be added thousands o f natives, who 
have become civilized and enlightened through 
their influence, making a community o f not 
less than twenty-five thousand, enjoying the 
blessings o f civilized life under a government 
o f their own, with the English Bible in their 
hands, and all speaking the English language !

None of the colonies planted on our own 
shores had so large a population at the age of 
fifty years. The Connecticut colony, when it 
was seventy-eight years old, numbered only 
seventeen thousand. The Maine colony, one 
hundred and twenty years after its settlement, 
numbered only ten thousand.

What is Liberia religiously ?
There are in the republic proper about forty 

churches, embracing five different denomina
tions, namely, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyte
rian, Episcopalian, and Congregational— there 
being only one o f the latter. In most or all 
of these Churches there are regular Sunday- 
schools and Bible-classes, that contribute more 
or less every week for missionary purposes. 
It will be remembered that both the ministry 
and membership o f the Churches are all color
ed persons, with the exception o f a few individ
ual missionaries connected with the missions.—  
Colonization Rooms.

CRITICAL POSITION OF THE  
ROMAN SEE.

In the midst o f the grave events which have 
recently taken place upon the European conti
nent, the Franco-1 talian treaty of the 15th of 
September has been almost entirely forgotten. 
Nevertheless the time is drawing near when 
the French troops must quit the City o f the 
Vatican. It would seem, according to the 
testimony of several journals, that Napoleon
III. has resolved faithfully to execute this con
vention, and that the general-in-chief, M. de 
Montebello, and the officers placed under his 
command, are making their preparations for 
departure.

If this information is correct, Pius IX. will 
very soon find himself face to face with the 
greatest dangers. It is obvious, on the one 
hand, that the army of the Pontifical Zouaves, 
composed o f ill-disciplined adventurers, cannot 
oppose any serious resistance to the will of the 
population. On the other hand, Austria is 
beaten, and the Papacy cannot expect any as
sistance from the government o f Vienna, which 
has much difficulty in preserving itself from 
utter ruin. Lastly, the Italians, animated at 
this moment with strong passions, and swayed 
by the revolutionary influence o f Garibaldi, 
are probably not disposed to be very forbear
ing in relation to the Papal See.

Pius IX. and the cardinals are consequently 
very uneasy, and a singular piece o f news is 
being circulated in the French press. Some 
correspondents from Rome affirm that, at a 
solemn meeting o f his most devoted counsel
ors, the Pope prpposed to address all the Ro
man Catholic States o f Europe an Encyclical, 
half religious, half political, upon the situation 
of the Papacy, and at the same time to offer 
to Napoleon II[. a sort of protectorate or tem
poral supremacy over Rome, as in the time of 
Charlemagne, a thousand years ago! Thus 
the emperor of the French would become in 
some sort King o f  Rome ;  and the sovereign 
pontiff, desiring above all things to be pro
tected against Italian democracy, would abdi
cate, or remit into the hands of the ruler of 
France a great portion o f his ¡tower.

I relate this story without guaranteeing its 
truth, but it has found some credit in our jour
nals ; and, in any case, it proves that in the 
eye of devotees themselves, the papacy is re
duced to the last extremity. Even should the 
news be true, it is very doubtful if the empe
ror would consent to accept such a proposal. 
It would greatly irritate the Italians; it would 
displease the other catholic powers ; and what 
would be gained by this pretended temporal 
sovereignty over the pontifical city ? W e are 
no longer in the times of Charlemagne. The 
ideas, the customs, the institutions o f the me
diaeval age can never return. In spite of bis 
new title of protector or of king, Napoleon III. 
would experience constant difficulties, and be 
involved in ever-recurring contests with the eo> 
clesiastical authority. Should he yield to the 
requirements of the pope he would be despised. 
Should he resist them the priests would re
gard him as a tyrant. In either alternative he 
would run the risk of losing much, and would 
gain nothing.

Pius IX. has but one only means o f sur
mounting the perils by which he is surrounded ; 
that is, to make legitimate concessions to the 
spirit o f the age, to effect a sincere reconcilia
tion with Italy, and to gain the affection o f the 
citizens of Rome. But is he disposed to enter 
upon his path o f conciliation t Certainly not, 
if we are to judge him by the past. He would 
regard every measure of conciliation as an act 
of treason, or of rebellion against God ! What 
then will happen 1 God only knows ; and we 
are assured that He governs things for our 
greatest good.— Evangelical Christendom.

C H I N A .
R e v . N. S it e s  gives the following as his 

third quarterly report for the Hoh Ing Tong, 
or East-street circuit:
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The quarterly meeting was held at Yekiong, 

our appointment on the mountain, a distance 
o f from twelve to fifteen miles from our resi
dence at Foochow.

Mrs. Sites, our two children, and I went up 
on the Wednesday previous to spend some 
days with the people for their religious benefit. 
W e visited a number o f families in the place, 
and prayed with some families right in the 
presence o f their idols. Although many o f 
the people had never before seen a foreign lady, 
yet there was no excitement or rush to see. 
We were treated most kindly by all. They 
were greatly pleased to see the children, and 
especially delighted to hear Bell, our little 
daughter, three and a half years old, sing, in 
Chinese, Dr. Maclay’s translation o f the good 
old hymn:

“  0  how  happj- are they 'who their Saviour obey, 
A n d  have laid up their treasures above,”  etc.

The example o f a Christian family, and of fe
male equality, is of untold benefit to the work 
here.

We held public services every morning and 
evening, from Thursday till Sunday inclusive, 
the congregations averaging from thirty to one 
hundred persons. They were faithfully ex
horted and preached to, both .by missionary 
and native helpers, and we trust the Holy 
Spirit was present to help io speak and help to 
hear and understand.

Dr. Maclay, than whom we have none more 
zealous in this work, though overpressed 
with business at home, urged his- way to our 
assistance on Saturday evening, and as presid
ing elder took charge o f the quarterly meeting.

A  large mixed congregation of men, women, 
and children, Christians, inquirers, friends of 
the cause, and open idolaters, in all over one 
hundred persons, assembled at our place of 
worship at about half past eight o’clock on 
Sabbath morning, when the Methodist love- 
feast was begun. The tea and cake (not bread 
and water) was passed around to all. Then 
the speaking began, which was pointed, prac
tical, and full o f earnest exhortation to hea
then neighbors to cast off idolatry, and join 
with them in worshiping the one true God.

At the close o f the love-feast it was my 
happy privilege to baptize ten adults and one 
child; five of them were women, in age from 
eighteen to fifty-nine; and five were men, from 
twenty-two to eighty-three years old. One 
was the wife of Sia Seh Ong, who is one of 
our native helpers. He was first and alone 
from his native village, about three and a half 
years ago, to enter the Church. lie  now re
joices over a wife, father, and three brothers 
who are all members of the Church. His wife 
long opposed both husband and father-in-law, 
insomuch that they often felt and said their 
“  foes were they of their own household.”  But 
now they rejoice together as a Christian fam
ily. The father and sons all have a good edu
cation, and are in good worldly circumstances ; 
and we hope they may become a model fam
ily, keeping holy the Sabbath-day, and being 
successful in business. Pray for them. The 
man and his wife who rent us part o f their 
house for a parsonage, and whose large room 
is used as our chapel, were both baptized.

Another o f the baptized is a lady fifty-nine 
years old, a widow,* whose husband had five 
wives, four of whom are still living. She told 
us that her troubles had been great; that her 
cup o f grief had been full; but now that was 
all past, and she was happy in the love o f her 
newly-found Saviour. Her great uncle, by 
marriage, is the old patriarch eighty-three 
years old, who was also baptized. He is the 
oldest man in the village of seven hundred in
habitants. He is a tall and heavy person, and 
has an interesting appearance. He has been

blind for thirty years. The remaining hairs o f 
his head, and his long flowing beard all frosted 
over, give him very much of the sage-like ap 
pearance of the ancient worthies represented in 
their paintings and images. I have frequently 
called on him at his house in the village. 
Brother Li Iu Miy our helper at this place, has 
taken a deep interest in instructing the old man 
at his house. He has been to our chapel three 
times, once carried by another man on his 
back, and twice brought in our sedan chairs. 
He is the oldest person professing Christianity 
at this place. May his few remaining days be 
bright, and full o f hopes o f immortality ! 
There is now in this village twenty-one con
verts, and several more inquirers.

That multitudes may turn to the Lord and 
be saved, is our humble prayer.

T h e  C h in e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  has made an
other concession to “  outsiders.” A  new route 
is open for commerce, starting at Rangoon, in 
British Burmah, at the mouth o f a fine river, 
the Irrawaddy, which is navigable up to Ava, 
whence it is only a journey of four days to the 
Chinese frontier. Burmah is fertile, rich in 
minerals, extensive coal fields, and a good 
market. Yun-nan, a province, has a popular 
tion of 10,000,000, and twenty-one cities. 
Sutschwen, another province, has 30,000,000 
population, and abounds in tea and silk.

I N D I A .
R e v . E. W . P a r k e r , Presiding Elder of 

Moradabad District, India Mission Confer
ence, reports for the second quarter o f the 
year 1866 as follows :

During the quarter just past we have met 
with many encouragements in our work here, 
while at the same time we have met with 
greater opposition from the cause of sin than 
ever before. Some of our native Christians 
have been led away, and many of our inquirers 
have been sorely persecuted ; but, on the other 
hand, the listeners to our preaching have been 
more attentive, and our inquirers more numer
ous and earliest than usual.

Brother Mansell writes from Moradabad :
“ We now hold our regular Sabbath services 

at Moradabad, one at the chapel, and three in 
the open air, at fixed places, among the Chu- 
mars, in different parts of the city. There are 
also two services held at out-stations in the 
circuit. Two more Sabbath-schools have been 
opened during the quarter. The one in the 
city, designed for native boys o f the English 
school, is attended by some fifteen intelligent 
young men, mostly Hindoos, and is quite in
teresting.

“  Bazar preaching has been conducted vigor
ously, and sometimes with great satisfaction. 
W e have been more bitterly and persistently 
opposed than usual, but we feel sure that God’s 
word is taking surer hold on the hearts o f the 
people than ever before. During the summer 
several instances have occurred in which Hin
doos and Mohammedans have seemed to try 
earnestly to show their fellows that Christian
ity is the true religion. Among such there 
are now four intelligent Mohammedans, who 
seem to be sincere inquirers after the truth.”

W e have long desired to secure a suitable 
position for & zayat in Moradabad city, and 
during this quarter have succeeded. We de
sign using it as a book room, having all our 
Bibles, tracts, and school-books there; as a 
place for inquirers to meet us to converse, and

as a center for our bazar preaching. It prom
ises to be a success.

The inquirers among the Chumars in the 
villages remain firm, yet suffer much persecu
tion. One man was driven from his house and 
home, and was not permitted to use water from 
any o f the wells in the village. He, under 
these circumstances, fearlessly came forward 
and received baptism. Ilis property has since 
been restored to him by direction o f the ma
gistrate.

Bijnore.— Brother Hauser writes:
“  On taking a general view o f the work we 

are much encouraged. Christianity has ceased 
to be that mystical something not to be exam
ined. All seem inquiring, and many have 
quite a correct knowledge o f the principles of 
the Christian religion.

“  A  few days ago a man, who had formerly 
been an officer in a native cavalry regiment, 
came to me and said that he had read the New 
Testament thoroughly, and that he believed in 
the Holy Ghost as therein revealed, and that 
all these people must have a baptism o f that 
Spirit before they would become any different 
from what they now are.”

At Parli, in Brother Hauser’s circuit, a na
tive preacher resides among an encouraging 
class o f people. I give a few extracts from his 
first report, Delieving that it may be interesting 
to the people generally. He writes :

“  In the month of March we came to this 
village, and were glad to dwell among these 
people. For some days they showed us much 
Jove, but when they understood that we wished 
to make them Christians they ceased to come 
near us; and all the people of the village, com
mencing with the women up to the men, said 
such hard things o f us that nothing was left to 
us but patience and prayer. Hence we began 
to pray much to God that he would enlighten 
their hearts. After a time their hearts seem
ed changed toward us, and they again invited 
us to their houses, saying ‘ we know that you 
are the children o f God.’ In the month of May 
a Brahmin, who had habitually abused us, said 
before all the people, ‘ There is no doubt but 
the Christian religion is from God, and some 
day we shall all certainly become Christians. 
From this time I will never give the Christian 
teacher abuse.’ From that day the Brahmin 
has treated us kindly. Lately there seems an 
interest in most of the villages around, and 
every evening some come to me to talk about 
religion; and on last Sunday twenty persons 
or more came to our morning service.

“  Many of the women also, who at first were 
very abusive, come now to our house, and 
listen to the word as explained by my wife. 
They also send us food from their houses, and 
say to my wife ‘ come daily and see us, and al
ways bring the book, and we will gladly listen 
to what you r^ad.’ It is our belief that if we 
all are faithful m our work, aud continue to 
progress earnestly, the word of God will bring 
forth fruit here.”

Paori.— The report from Paori relates 
mostly to the work among the pilgrims to the 
shrines o f Badrinath and Kidamath. As this 
is a new wrork I shall quote most of Brother 
Thoburn’s report, and you can make whatever 
use of it you may think best. He writes :

“  In order to make a thorough examination 
of the work among the pilgrims to the shrines 
of Kidarnath and Badrinath, I traveled on foot 
about one hundred and fifty miles on the main 
route which the pilgrims follow, walking with 
them by day, camping near them at night, 
watching their movements, conversing with 
them frequently, listening to their conversa
tion, and meanwhile preaching to them daily. 
I incline to the opinion that the missionary

4
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among the pilgrims enjoys fewer peculiar ad
vantages than is usually supposed. Yet there 
are undoubtedly some features o f the work 
which give it peculiar interest. Prominent 
among these is the simple fact, that the throngs 
who hear the word are gathered from all parts 
o f the country, and whatever influence the mis
sionary may exert is sure to be widely diffused. 
This fact becomes more important, when it is 
remembered that these pilgrims, on their re
turn home, are looked upon as peculiarly far 
vored persons, whose authority is o f more than 
ordinary value on religious points. It is true 
that few if any pilgrims embrace the Gospel 
they hear, but very many o f them do unques
tionably approve and receive many o f its most 
important truths, and will commend them to 
others. I do not think now, as I once did, that 
Hindooism must be altogether broken down 
before any progress can be made in enlighten
ing the heathen mind. I have been surprised 
of late to find how very flexible the Hindoo 
system is in receiving heterodox dogmas from 
other creeds, so long as caste is not practically 
disturbed. This is particularly noticeable in 
connection with the doctrines o f Nanah Shah, 
the founder o f the Sikhs, a man whose undis
guised purpose was to overthrow Hindooism 
and caste, and yet whose teachings are received 
without question by multitudes o f Hindoos 
throughout Upper India. What is true o f im
perfect teachings likethese must in time be more 
strikingly manifest concerning Christianity.

“ Another advantage that the missionary 
among the pilgrims enjoys is that of having 
hearers whose attention is concentrated for the 
time on religious subjects. I found them 
willing, and indeed eager, to talk on any sub
ject connected with religion, and their conver
sation often betra}red an earnestness which is 
not found among the people generally. I can
not say that I found any one under any pecul
iar conviction, at least In the sense in which 
we understand the term. The longing, heart
broken penitent of whom we often hear in mis
sionary speeches, and in romantic missionary 
reports, did not meet me. All seemed to 
manifest what I may call religious restlessness, 
but no one seemed under any peculiar concern 
about his sins. I do not say that no one can 
be awakened to a sense of his lost condition as 
a sinner except by hearing the Gospel, but, as 
a simple matter of fact, very few if any are so 
awakened: I have met with none, and have 
heard o f none.

“  The difficulties to be encountered in the 
work among the pilgrims are not a few. Their 
anxiety to push forward makes it difficult to 
keep them together long enough to impress 
them with a single truth, while the great igno
rance of the majority makes it impossible to 
supplement preaching and conversation with 
books and tracts. But the chief difficulty is 
found with the people themselves, who mani
fest an increasing spirit of self-righteousness 
as their lengthening journey daily adds to the 
sum total of their works o f merit. I found 
most of them very unwilling to believe that all 
their painful journey had been for nothing, and 
this unwillingness seemed to increase as they 
saw more and more o f the utter folly o f the 
course they were pursuing.

“  On the whole, I was much interested and 
often encouraged in my work among the pil
grims. But as a department o f  our work in 
Garhwal I think it should not have too promi
nent a place.

“  For the present I would not recommend 
more than the location of a native helper at 
some suitable place, with tracts and books, to 
be visited and assisted occasionally by the 
missionary. A ll the other work o f the dis
trict is about as when last reported. We are 
all looking unto God for greater blessings.”

S ig n s  o f  t h e  T im e s  i n  I n d ia .— No. II.
By Rev. T. J. Scott, Missionary.

Under the above heading attention was re
cently called in a general way to a radical and 
widespread revolution now going on through
out India. It is proposed in this communica
tion to point out a few particulars in which 
this revolution is manifesting itself.

1. There is a widespread change o f sentiment 
or belief taking place among this people. 
Thousands who still outwardly adhere to the 
religious customs and practices of Hinduism, 
distrust the whole system in their hearts. In 
many instances this distrust or suspicion o f the 
incorrectness o f their religion has not matured 
into the strength o f a conviction, while in others 
there is an utter want o f any confidence in the 
system which they daily practice. One is 
forcibly reminded o f pagan Rome at the time 
when Christianity began to be promulgated. 
The wise and thoughtful were full o f mistrust 
or positive faithlessness in the correctness of 
the national paganism. This was the prepara
tion that gave Christianity such a speedy and 
complete triumph throughout the empire.

There can be no mistake in the change of 
sentiment going on in this country. Some 
openly avow it, many conceal it, yet again and 
again the fact crops out in conduct and con
versation ; a fact most significant to the 
student o f history and hopeful to the mis
sionary.

2. A  step beyond this is a change o f practice 
in many. They never think of going on pil
grimage or visiting sacred bathing-places. 
The idols might be left “  to the moles and 
bats ”  as far as they are concerned. Their en
lightened intellects revolt at the driveling non
sense and silly practices o f Hinduism, and 
they wholly or in part stand aloof from them. 
Some, who have partially abandoned the customs 
of their religion, manifest actual shame when 
seen in the performance of rites in which for
merly they gloried. Paganism abashed shrinks 
from the light and hides its heed. The leaven 
of Christianity and the disenthralling power of 
its nandmaid, true science, are bursting the 
shackles that have bound the intellect o f India 
for ages. Paganism mourned over her desert
ed altars throughout the wide realm of the 
Caesars, where the apostles and fathers had 
preached “  Christ and him crucified.”  The 
fact was significant of the triumph that was to 
follow, was itself triumph. Analogically con
sidered, the present o f India is full o f encour
agement. W e may well hope that this great 
people, weary with ages o f darkness and folly, 
utterly unsatisfied by anything in their subtle 
idolatrous system, may soon come to Jesus 
and find rest.
■ 3. The English language is becoming a great 
power in this land. There was a day when 
Sanskrit was the great storehouse of religion, 
wisdom, and science to the Hindus. It could 
boast an extensive and elaborate literature of 
very great antiquity. This literature gave re
ligion, science, feeling, impulse to the millions. 
But its glory and prestige have departed. 
English is becoming to India what Sanskrit 
was formerly. For a generation past the de
sire to learn English has been growing in this 
country, and within the last decade this desire 
has increased very much, and is becoming gen
eral. In thousands o f schools the language is 
taught to tens o f thousands o f pupils. Until 
within a few years the study o f English was 
chiefly confined to the presidency towns, Cal
cutta, Madras, and Bombay, but now it is being 
taken up in the towns and villages of the inte
rior. Some who study the language will 
never make much progress in it ; yet upon the

minds o f many it will become a great power. 
More than twenty thousand persons in Cal
cutta to-day have a good English education. 
At least one fourth o f that number enjoy the 
study of the literature o f the. language, and 
the impression that it is making upon their 
thoughts and opinions is marked. Books and 
tracts are published by the natives in English, 
and they also carry on regularly several En
glish periodicals.

4. Now while it is true that mere secular mo
tives, almost universally, are giving this im
pulse to the study o f English, yet the result 
that it is producing is none the less certain. 
Thoughts, ideas, opinions, and sentiments are 
being imported and diffused through the ooun- 
trv by the medium o f the English language 
and literature. If, generally speaking, the ac
quisition o f a foreign language may be com
pared to the gaining o f a sixth or new sense, 
how emphatically is it true when that language 
becomes the medium, to dwarfed and supersti
tious minds, o f floods o f light and truth in all 
their forms.

5. It is not probable that English will soon 
become largely a colloquial language among 
the natives ; yet to be able to read and speak 
English, and possess some knowledge o f its 
literature, is rapidly becoming the test of a 
liberal education among the natives. For this 
reason, in connection with the fact that a 
knowledge of English is a great aid in obtain
ing government employment, the study o f the 
English language and literature is largely en- 
gaging the attention o f the natives. As re
marked, the result is certain. Beams o f cheer
ing, reviving light are penetrating the gloomy, 
superstitious realms o f the native mind, and 
the nation is fast awaking to a new life. A 
short quotation from a native paper published 
in English, will show that the educated natives 
themselves frankly acknowledge the results 
being produced :

“ The cultivated tastes o f educated natives 
cannot long submit to the hundred and one 
pernicious institutions o f the country, «which 
are at once a scandal to their reason, a shame 
to their nationality, and a bar to ail material 
and spiritual advancement. And hence it is 
that for sometime past there has been a cease
less and irresistible struggle to shake off all 
abuses and corruption which are offensive to 
the educated mind.”

Sentiments like these are of frequent utter
ance. It is cause o f regret that the liberated 
native mind often takes our deistical or ration
alistic tendencies. Still this may be only an
other illustration o f a strange law of mind. 
Liberated in one direction, it often vibrates to 
the opposite extreme, and then finds the 
“  happy mean.” Perhaps it is but natural 
that the native mind, disenthralled from 
boundless credulity and superstition and the 
worship of “ gods many and lords many,” 
should swing off toward deism and ration
alism.

The hope and prayer o f missionaries is, that 
while a knowledge o f the English language 
and literature is aiding largely in unfettering 
the Hindu mind, it may be sanctified to lead
ing it to Him who is the source to man of 
truth, goodness, and happiness.

A  Ch a iu t v .— The Pennsylvania Training 
School for Feeble-minded Children is prosper
ing. The institution now owns real estate that 
cost $144,000.

O n s  H u n d r e d  T h o u s a n d .— A  Mr. Pardee 
gave $100,000 to the Lafayette College. This 
large gift, it seems, was for the endowment of 
a scientific department in the college. The 
corner-stone for an extensive building was laid 
at the late commencement.
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NEW YORK, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1866.

D r. D u r b in  writes from F r e d e r ic s h a l d , 

Norway, August 19, 1866:
“ I arrived in Norway a few days since, and 

have visited our missions in Sarpsburg, Fred- 
ericstadt, and Fredericshald, where I have 
spent this day, Sunday, 19th. To-morrow 
morning I hope to take the steamer for Chris
tiana. In Sarpsburg we have a very neat vil
lage church, and it was crowded in the 
evening to hear a sermon from Brother Wille- 
rup and an address from the secretary. I 
found the mission in Fredericstadt building a 
new church, which will be a commodious and 
neat building. In Fredericshald the mission 
has a new and commodious church in very 
good condition.

“ This morning at eight o’clock there was a 
love-feast, at which there were about sixty 
persons. Many spoke, both men and women, 
but not with as much spirit as we are accus
tomed to iu America. At ten o’clock Brother 
Willerup preached to a crowded congregation, 
and the sacrament followed, o f which ninety 
partook. Brother Steensen preached at five 
o’clock to a full house, and I followed with an 
address. It has been a busy day, and closed 
with a serenade, which has just ceased.
- “  Yesterday was the first meeting the mis' 
sion*has ever had. About two thirds o f the 
members were present. Those who could not 
come from the south I have seen in Copen
hagen, except two, and one o f these I hope to 
see as I return through Copenhagen. This 
meeting o f the brethren was very agreeable to 
them, and was promotive of their piety and 
missionary spirit. They expressed a strong 
desire to have an annual meeting. I think 
they ought at least to meet as a mission once 
in two years. I got from the brethren much 
and particular information in regard to their 
work.

The official members, about fifteen in all, paid 
me a formal visit after the five o’clock service, 
to thank me for coming to see their mission, 
and to request me to thank the General Com
mittee and Board for their kindness to them. 
Their address was simple and touching, and 
they impressed me very favorably. I had a 
similar visit from the official body at Sarps
burg. A ll o f  these men looked like men of 
plain habits, but o f good sense and good dis
cretion, and capable o f rendering good service 
to the Church.

It is a matter o f embarrassment and, in 
some respects, o f  regret, that so many of our 
people go to America after their conversion. 
From the Church records I would judge two

thirds o f the converts in the mission have al
ready gone to America.

He writes again from P a r i s , September 3 ,  

1866:
“ I have visited our missions in Norway, 

Sweden, and Denmark ; and on my return 
from the north I spent Sunday, August 26, in 
Hamburg, and attended upon the quarterly 
meeting services o f our mission there. Broth
er Jacoby was present. It was a time o f re
freshing for the little flock in that wicked, lux
urious city.

“  Monday we went to Berlin to see how our 
new church was progressing. I found the 
Sunday-school room, which is the lecture-room, 
finished so as to be occupied. It is a separate 
building on the rear o f  the lot, and when fin
ished above as well as below will accommo
date two hundred, perhaps two hundred and 
fifty scholars and teachers. The church occu
pies the whole front o f the lot, say sixty feet, 
and extends back fifty feet, leaving a good 
court-yard between it and the lecture-room. 
There will be an excellent parsonage in this 
church, as is usual in our churches in Ger
many and Switzerland. The property taken 
together will be creditable to the mission, and 
be sufficient for all its purposes at present. I 
think the dedication o f the church next spring 
will be a new era in our work in Berlin and 
the surrounding country.

“  Tuesday, at one o’clock, in company with 
Brother Jacoby, I set out for Saxony, to 
visit our missions in the region o f Rusdorf 
and Dertendorf. This is a hilly country, well 
cultivated and full o f villages. The people 
are engaged in manufacturing, chiefly weaving 
silk and fine merino, and in cultivating the 
soil. It is just such a population as is pre
pared for Methodism. Perhaps I might say 
this is the garden o f Methodism in Germany.

“  Wednesday afternoon the quarterly confer
ence o f the circuit met at Brother Wunder
lich’s. It is composed o f say twenty-five 
members. The company struck me by their 
plain strong common sense; and now that 
large liberty is expected in this part o f Ger
many, I anticipate a large increase in the 
churches and congregations.

“  This work at first was much hindered by 
persecution, even to imprisonment and confis
cation o f goods. But Brother Wunderlich 
proved faithful, and not only became the 
founder o f it, but has been its guide and sup
porter for more than ten years. He is a large 
farmer and a citizen, and thus has been able 
to serve in this work when our other brethren 
could not. A t first he gave himself to the 
work without reward. But wishing to give 
himself wholly to it, he has rented his farm, 
and receives a sipall stipend to meet his actual 
outlay. He is an example o f apostolic times, 
when devoted men and women o f substance

had Churches in their houses. Brother Wun
derlich has built a neat chapel in the upper 
story o f his barn, and his table is always 
spread for the brethren when they meet on 
Church business. They are about to build a 
suitable church in this part o f the circuit I 
should have said also that three other brethren 
have built chapels in their houses or barns.

“ Thursday morning we went twelve miles to 
Dertendorf to see the new church in course o f 
building there. The poor weavers o f this vi
cinity asked the Board for $350 gold toward 
building a suitable church, and promised to 
provide the remainder that might be neces
sary. I was surprised to find the building 
under cover. It contains a chapel sufficiently 
large for the present; also a good parsonage, 
partly on the lower floor and partly in the 
attic; and in addition to all this, two or three 
rooms in the attic to be rented. They will 
thus relieve the Board o f the rent o f a hall and 
o f a parsonage, and have a small sinking fund 
to extinguish the small debt on the church. I 
am obliged and glad to say, our German 
brethren create more property with less mon
ey given by the Board, than any other part 
o f our work. They have the disposition to 
help themselves when the Board lays a small 
foundation for their action. The true policy 
is for the Board to co-operate with the mission 
in the erection o f mission property, and then 
to form a sinking fund in the mission to grad
ually extinguish the ‘debt remaining.

“  I have thus finished my visit to our mis
sions in Western and Northwestern Europe. 
And although I have been exposed to perils 
from disease and accident by sea and land, yet 
God in his providence has so preserved me that 
I have not been hurt nor sick a single day, for 
which I render him most hearty thanks.

“  I will take a few days to visit London, 
wishing to see our brethren, the missionary 
secretaries there, about some missionary mat
ters. And then 1 hope to depart from South
ampton in the Hamburg steamer Allemania 
October 2d, and to be in New York by the 
13th or 14th o f October.”

P r e p a r a t o r y  In f l u e n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

i n  In d i a .— W e are indebted to the Western 
Christian Advocate for an extract o f a letter 
from J. M. T., giving the translation o f parts 
of a remarkable lecture by a native India gen
tleman, delivered in Calcutta recently. The 
object o f the lecture was to show that the Euro
peans in India ought to treat the natives with 
more consideration, and thus the mor'e readily 
win them to the Christian religion. He says 
there is much good in both Christianity and 
Hindooism. That Christianity is aggressive, 
and Hindooism is mild and submissive. The 
lecture is an apology for Hindooism and a 
commendation o f Christianity. He says:
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I cherish great respect for Europeans, not 

for any secular considerations, but for the sake 
o f Jesus Christ, whom they profess to follow, 
and whom I believe it is their mission to make 
known to us in words as well as deeds. It is 
the bounden duty o f all Europeans in India so 
to prove their fidelity to him in all the avoca
tions o f their private and public life, that 
through the influence o f their example the 
spirit o f  true Christian righteousness may save 
native society. I regard every European set
tler in India as a missionary o f Christ; and I 
have a right to demand that he should always 
remember and act up to his high responsibility. 
But owiug to the reckless conduct o f a number 
o f pseudo-Christians, Jesus has been dishonor
ed in India, and Christ’s Church endangered. 
Behold Christ crucified in the lives o f those 
who profess to be his followers. Had it not 
been for them, the name of Jesus Christ would 
have been ten times more glorified than it 
seems to have been. I hope that for India’s 
sake, for Christ’s sake, for truth’s sake, the 
Christians iu India will conscientiously strive 
to realize in their lives the high morality o f 
the Gospel.

The lecturer then pleads for a common 
brotherhood, and adroitly claims a superiority 
over the Europeans, in regard to Christianity, 
because he is an Asiatic. W e can scarcely 
reconcile his Hindooism with his profound re
spect for Christianity, and his admiration and 
even love o f the Saviour, Jesus Christ. There 
is a subtle ascendency of Christianity in the 
mind o f the lecturer that will probably lead 
him to Christ. Here is a decided step toward 
this result. He says :

Europeans and natives are both the children 
o f God, and the ties o f brotherhood should 
bind them together. Extend then to us, O ye 
Europeans in India, the right hand o f fellow
ship, to which we are fairly entitled.

The lecturer then alludes to a term o f re
proach to the Hindoos, common among Eu
ropeans there; that is, that the Hindoos are 
only Asiatics. He says :

I rejoice, I am proud that I am an Asiatic. 
And was not Jesus Christ an Asiatic? Yes, 
and his disciples were Asiatics ; and all the 
agents primarily employed for the propagation 
o f the Gospel were Asiatics. In fact Christi
anity was founded and developed by Asiatics, 

^ and in Asia. When I reflect on this, my love 
for Jesus becomes a hundredfold more inten
sified, I feel him nearer my heart, and deeper 
in my natural sympathies.

The lecturer proceeds further, and philo
sophically too, to claim an ability o f Asiatics 
over the Europeans, in explaining and entering 
into the sentiments, feelings, and imagery of 
the Bible. This claim tacitly admits the su
preme authority o f Holy Scripture, and the su
preme value o f Christianity. Speaking o f 
Christ he says:

W hy should I then be ashamed to acknowl
edge that nationality which he acknowledged ? 
Shall I not rather say, he is more congenial 
and akin to my oriental nature; more agree
able to my oriental habits o f thought and feel
ing ; and is it not true that an Asiatic can read 
the imageries and allegories o f the Gospel, and 
its description o f natural sceneries, o f customs 
and manners, with greater interest, and with a 
fuller perception o f their force and beauty, than 
Europeans ? In Christ we see not only the ex

altedness o f humanity, but also the grandeur 
o f which Asiatic nature is susceptible. To us 
Asiatics, therefore, Christ is doubly interesting, 
and his religion must appear to us an alto
gether oriental affair.

Upon this statement o f his views the lectur
er concludes : “  And thus, in Christ, Europe 
and Asia, the East and the West, may learn 
to find harmony and unity.”

When we consider that this native India 
gentleman is well educated, and delivered his 
lecture in the English language, and that he 
is a member o f a large rationalistic society in 
Bengal, we may readily see in the lecture 
signs o f the decay o f Hindooism, and the irre
sistible advance o f the influence o f Christiauity 
over the intelligent minds of India.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
R hv. D r. G o o d f e l l o w  sends us the fol

lowing second quarterly report, for 1866, of the 
missions under his care, dated Buenos Ayres, 
S. A., August 13, 1865.

The second quarter o f the current year closed 
with June. It was the first entire quarter of 
the labors of my assistant, Rev. J. W . Shank. 
A  visit which 1 had to make to our work in 
Santa Fe, and an illness which made me al
most useless for more than a month, left us 
with only about the services o f one man for 
the quarter. W e have continued our usual 
work in the city, and we are reaching a larger 
number o f persons than before. W e have 
been striving, in harmony with many in the 
Church, for a deepening and widening work of 
grace, and there are many signs of coming 
good. Thus far we have limited our exertions 
to careful pastoral visiting and to the usual 
means o f grace.

Buenos Ayres Circuit,— This portion o f our 
work is occupied by Rev. F. N. Lett. The 
appointments are widely scattered, being from 
fifteen miles to thirty-three miles apart. At 
some points there are signs of good, and at 
one we shall soon organize a class. In select
ing the points to be served we strive-to meet 
the wants o f all the region, but we look espe
cially to making our work permanent. The 
country beyond Brother Lett’s travels could 
be cultivated to great advantage. The whole 
camp district, ranging from fifty miles to three 
hundred miles from this city, greatly needs the 
services o f an ordained man. -The people 
whom we serve will never fully regard us as 
their spiritual instructors and helpers till we 
can administer to them the sacraments. In 
this country both usage and law tend to make 
infant baptism indispensable. For this and 
for other ministerial functions the people can
not travel to this city, nor do they fully receive 
our unordained laborers.

Rosario.— As we always believed it would, 
immigration is filling up our congregations at 
Rosario. Rev. Thomas Carter is there to 
meet the coming population, to preach, and 
conduct the day-school and Sunday-school, so 
that those coming to the new world may not 
forget the God o f their fathers ; and he is also 
bringing in, as opportunity offers, the Spanish 
people to the privilege o f our Church and 
schools. The most yet done for the Spanish 
is by distributing books and tracts, and by ex
pounding a Scripture lesson to the day-school 
in Spanish. The day-school now numbers 
thirty, and the Sunday-school thirteen. The 
last Sunday o f  last quarter witnessed the

largest congregation, and the largest attendance 
at prayer-meeting, ever known among us at 
Rosario.

The location o f the church proves to be the 
best that the city affords, and its design and 
mode o f construction, after a year’s trial, leave 
us nothing to be desired.

Santa Fé.— In this province we occupy four 
places. Rosario, just described, is in this 
province, and iihojjlsperama, San Carlos, and 
the city o f Santa Fé.

Esperanza.— During the last quarter Broth
er John Andres has resigned his charge, and 
has returned to Switzerland, and Rev. Daniel 
F. Sauvain has been appointed in his place. 
The latter is an elder, having been received by 
us from an evangelical Church o f Switzerland, 
under whose direction he had labored as a mis
sionary in India for six years. He preaches 
twice every Sunday, once in German and once 
in French, and during the week conducts a 
day-school in both languages. There is a 
Protestant population around him o f about 
five hundred persons, among whom we look 
for immediate and for distant results.

The City o f  Santa Fé is distant eight 
leagues from Esperanza, and once a month 
Rev. Mr. Sauvain preaches there in Spanish.

San Carlos.— Rev. T. Weigle superintends 
the religious and the educational interests of 
this colony, with a Protestant population 
around him of about two hundred and sixty- 
souls. The colony is about eight leagues from 
Esperanza, and it is receiving immigrants from 
central Europe. Mr. Weigle is preaching in 
German, and he is preparing to preach in 
French ; he is also learning English.

Villa de Urguiza is our only post yet occu
pied in the province of Entre Rios. It is near 
the city of Paraná, and is occupied by Rev. J. 
J. Rau. He has near him about two hundred 
Protestants, to whom he preaches in German, 
and during the week he teaches their school. 
At my request he left his work for about a 
month and visited this city, to solicit aid to 
build a church. He obtained here about five 
hundred dollars silver, and he is about to visit 
the city o f Paraná for a similar object. Many 
of those who help us are Roman Catholics, and 
they give heartily, and often with thanks for 
the opportunity. Within next quarter we 
must begin to build.

Cordoba.—Mr. John Beveridge has begun a 
school at Cordoba; he gives also private les
sons in the English language, and distributes 
books and tracts in Spanish. The recent rev
olution has not much embarrassed him, as 
some o f his old pupils have risen by it to 
places in the cabinet, and they promise him all 
in their power to aid him.

VARIOOS PLACES.

Azul is occupied by Rev. H. R. Nicholson, 
a local elder, who preaches to his neighbors in 
his own house.

A t Ago there is a nucleus for an extensive 
circuit. This is toward the south, and from 
this city it is approached by small sailing 
vessels.

Laguna de los Padres is another settlement 
where we are invited. This is some three 
hundred miles to the southward, and it is the 
only place outside o f our work where they 
maintain a prayer-meeting.

Salto, o f which I have written before, is 
awaiting the arrival o f a suitable man.

W e greatly need one of your German trav
eling preachers to stir up the thousands o f 
Germans o f this country. Can you not send 
one o f them ?
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Though one of the least o f the thousands o f 

Israel, we join with you in the Centennial re
joicing and gratitude. W e hope to send some 
token o f our thanksgiving.

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
R e v . E. P .  P h e l p s , Presiding Elder o f 

Rockingham District, Baltimore Conference, 
writes from Staunton, Virginia, September 
28, 1866:

I have as yet made no report o f the work 
on Rockingham District, Baltimore Conference, 
nor can I now give as full a one as is desirable. 
The territory is extensive, embracing Lewis- 
burg and Roanoke districts, and a part of 
Rockingham district, as they were before the 
war. Of course the prejudice was and is strong 
against us, and the prospect in some o f its as
pects was gloomy enough. The personal hos
tility of our enemies would not have been so 
formidable, had it not been so active in deter
ring those who really sympathize with us from 
fully manifesting their sympathies. In some 
places nearly whole societies have determined 
to remain in the old Church, in other places a 
part, and elsewhere those who are with us in 
feeling are unwilling to take position. Some 
of these brethren yield to the despotism of 
public opinion, and are inactive. I beg that 
charity be extended to them, for they have 
been tried in the past, and the ordeal has been 
so fiery that they are not yet prepared to come 
out boldly. It requires nerve in many places 
to stand for the M. E. Church. One o f our 
preachers, Brother Pierce, has been mobbed, 
and egged, and insulted, yet he goes on brave
ly, hopefully, and actively. The real union 
element is nearly entirely with us in feeling, 
and if the Church will continue her fostering 
care, the old Church will again become power
ful for good in this section, and will extend her 
borders southward.

There are six traveling preachers at work, 
appointed by the bishop, and five or six at 
work employed by myself. W e need more 
preachers very much indeed.

I ana not prepared to give the number o f 
members. The work o f reorganization is not 
yet completed, nor will it be this year, for the 
want of preachers. I have had applications 
for preachers which I have been unable to 
meet.

This work ought to be prosecuted earnestly. 
There is no field under the care o f the Church 
perhaps more important, and, as to those who 
adhere to us, no claims stronger. It costs a 
man something to belong to the old Church 
here. W ill the Church abandon this work % 
The injured condition o f the country, the fail
ure o f the crops, or a part of them, and the 
scarcity o f money, render it impossible for the 
people to contribute much at present. After 
another year a number of charges may be so 
arranged as to be chiefly self-supporting, a 
number o f  our churches may be recovered, 
and success, in some good degre'e, is almost 
certain. Shall the preachers now employed, 
be dismissed, or left, some o f them, in em
barrassment? It is for the Missionary Board 
to answer this question. Had I the means, 
God willing, I would consent to spend the bal
ance o f my days in this field, at my own cost, 
notwithstanding the threats and difficulties, 
rather than it should be given up.

D a n v il l e  D is t r ic t , Il l in o is  C o n f e r e n c e . 

— The presiding elder reports the mission in 
his district, under the care o f Rev. M. D .  

Terry:

As yet there is no church or parsonage on 
the mission, but the brethren are trying to 
raise money to build a parsonage.

The missionary has done a good deal o f 
work this year, but a good deal remains to be 
done. W e want churches on the work, but are 
not able to build yet.
Members at the commencement of the third

quarter...............................................................  90
Members at the close..........................   100
Sunday-schools................................  . . .  3
Officers and teachers..........................................    3*?
Scholars...................................................................  115
Volumes in library ..........   250
Bible-classes..................................     4
Expenses of the schools................   $40
Sunday-school Advocates taken........................... 30

L im a  D is t r ic t , C e n t r a l  O h io  C o n f e r 

e n c e .— There are four missions within the 
bounds o f this district:

I. St. Mary’s Mission, Rev. A. J. Frisbie, 
pastor.
Members at the beginning of the quarter  120
Additions during the quarter  ..................... 15
Sunday-scholars at the beginning of the quarter 100 
Sunday-scholars at the close of the quarter . . . .  125
Churches, two; probable va lu e   ................$1,200
Comfortable parsonage, probable value................ $1,500
Will pay this year missionary money................. $65

Six years a mission. No immediate pros-
pect o f its becoming self-supporting in its 
present shape.

II. Cold Water, Rev, Jason Young, pastor.
Members at the beginning of the quarter  133
Additions during the quarter...............................  15
Sunday-scholars at the beginning of the quarter 200
Sunday-scholars at the close of the quarter  200
Will pay during the year missionary money . . .  $80
Two churches, probable value.............................. $1,600
Parsonage, probable value  ........................ .  $800

Six years a mission. W ill be self-support
ing in two or three years if it continue to 
prosper as it has for the two past years.

Brother Young, the pastor, has been faith
ful, and God has blessed his labors. This 
mission embraces a rich district o f country. 
There is much wealth within the bounds of 
this mission, but the difficulty is, the German 
papal element predominates. The papists 
have some three or four large brick churches 
that did not cost less than from six to fifteen 
thousand dollars apiece. Still in the very 
heart o f popery this mission is making some 
progress. To God be the glory !

III. Wapakonetta.— Rev. A . C. Barnes, pas
tor.
Members at the beginning of the quarter  90
Additions during the quarter...............................  10
Sunday-scholars at the beginning of the quarter 140
Sunday-scholars at the close of the quarter  150
Will pay this year missionary money................. $ i5
Three churches, probable value— ..............  $3,000

Five years a mission. There is no proba
bility of its being self-supporting soon.

Wapakonetta, the county seat o f Anglaize 
county, is a growing town o f some three thou
sand inhabitants, a large portion o f whom are 
German.papists. Methodism here has every
thing to contend with. The church commenced 
last year is now under roof, but cannot be 
completed without aid. This is by no means 
a promising field, yet the feeble vine must be 
nourished, or it will die.

IV. Mission Junction, Rev. J. A . Ferguson, 
pastor.
Members at the beginning of the quarter.. . . . .  135
Additions during the quarter  .........    20
Sunday-scholars at the beginning of the quarter 125 
Sunday-Bcholars at the close of the quarter . . . .  150
Will pay this year missionary money............... $50
One church, probable value..............................   $1,000

It has been a mission five years. More 
missionary labor is needed. The mission is 
so large that it is impossible for one preacher

to cultivate it to advantage. This is a promis
ing field, and if more laborers were sent into 
it, the time is not distant when two or three 
self-supporting circuits would be formed. The 
soil is rich, the country improving, and when 
fully developed it will equal any portion o f 
our great state. With God’s blessing this 
wilderness will yet “  bud and blossom as the 
rose.”  F r a n k l in  M a r r i o t t , P. E.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
R ev . G. I. B btts writes from the Lake Su

perior country to the Mission Rooms, as 
follows:

As Superintendent o f Indian Missions, Lake 
Superior District, Detroit Conference, I send 
you a few notes concerning Point Iroquois and 
Kewawenoil Indian Missions for the quarter 
ending September 5, 1866.

It affords me unspeakable pleasure to report 
these two missions in a high state o f prosperity.

On the 4th o f July we began a camp-meet
ing at Point Iroquois, which was a success in 
all the particulars contemplated ir* such means 
o f grace.

Rev. P. Marksman, (Indian,) missionary here 
for the past four years, still holds on his way 
o f systematic devotion to his work, and lives 
in the affections o f all who know him. He 
preaches twice a Sabbath, and conducts a Sun
day-school o f about thirty scholars. His mis
sion contributed $10 to the Missionary Society 
and $5 to the Centenary cause this quarter. 
The mission has one church worth $600, and 
one parsonage worth $500. For the support 
o f the pastor $550 was appropriated this 
year. I regard the mission as an appropriate 
object of the sympathy, prayers, and support 
o f the Church, on the score o f pure charity.

Kewawenon Mission.— Our most signal suc
cess, however, has been on this mission. Not 
that it is now in so much better condition than 
the other, but that it has so marvelously im
proved on its former self. On the 18th of 
July we commenced a camp-meeting, which 
lasted a week, and was a glorious success. I 
think I never witnessed or felt more o f the 
presence and power of the grace o f God than 
then and there. Thirty redeemed immortal 
human spirits were ransomed from sin and 
Satan, and the Saviour honored and enthroned 
afresh in many other hearts.

The Rev. George Blaker, (Indian,) mission
ary, is very pious, intelligent, earnest, labo
rious, and consequently successful. At our 
late conference he was cheerfully elected to 
elder’s orders and ordained. The mission con
tributed $10 to the Missionary Society, $5 to 
the Centenary cause, and about $100 during 
the past year to the support of the missionary. 
It has one church worth $600, and one parson
age worth $400. Sunday-scholars, thirty. In
crease in membership, thirty. It would be an 
act o f great cruelty to withdraw from these 
little ones the ministrations o f Christianity, al
though there is but little prospect of the mis
sion becoming self-supporting. I am, however, 
cultivating this idea in their minds, and they 
begin to show signs o f improvement in this 
particular also.

On Sabbath, September 23, we held our 
first quarterly meeting for this year, and I 
found the mission still in a glorious state o f 
spirituality and harmony.

W e have succeeded in clearing up many of 
the old obstacles in the way o f the peace and 
prosperity o f the mission, and I can assure you 
that a brighter day has dawned upon this 
Church than it has seen before within ten 
years.

L
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Some movements are being projected by the 

government for consolidating several bands o f 
the Chippeways on this reservation, and giving 
them an industrial school, which I hope will be 
brought about, and this will greatly assist us 
in Christianizing this people.

#•

FOREIG-N POPULATIONS.
P h il a d e l p h i a  D is t r ic t , E a s t e r n  G e r m a n  

C o n f e r e n c e .— In my first round o f my new 
field o f labor I found the work in a healthy 
condition, ministers and congregations labor
ing for the advancement o f the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. During the quarter several have 
been received on trial, and a number taken 
into full connection, according to the rules o f 
our Discipline.

In several places we need houses o f worship. 
In W  ellsville where I live there is a rapidly in
creasing German population. W e have a 
class, but no place o f worship. Also in Black 
Rock, suburb o f Buffalo, we have^a small so
ciety but no church. W e had a good revival 
in this place last winter, but the want o f a 
proper place.of worship is a great hinderance 
to the work.

In Buffalo we ought to have another church. 
The city is large, and there are at least forty 
thousand Germans. What a field!

In Clarence, one o f the appointments on the 
Buffalo circuit, we need a church, and are suf
fering for the want o f it. I f we could get 
churches in the above place much good could 
be accomplished, many precious souls might 
be saved. Our Sabbath-school could be estab
lished, and the people invited to hear the word 
of life. May God open the way before us ! 
In many places we have very interesting Sab- 
bath-schools ; some new ones have been started.

Now our work in general is and must be 
missionary work. I have observed the work
ing o f our missions. W e as a matter o f course 
work for the L ord ; but looking at the thing 
philosophically, we work for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, not to build up permanent 
congregations, but more for the emigrants that 
are continually arriving. Religion makes good 
citizens as well as good Christians; it also 
unites us closely to our people, so we are 
melted in one body, and being baptized into 
one Spirit, we shall ever remain thankful to 
the Church which, through God, has been instru
mental in bringing us to an experimental 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus.

Yours truly, J o h n  S w a h l e n .

otttljs’ J t j r a r i m t n t .

F ooch ow , China, July 24, 1866. 
To the Officers and Scholars o f  the South-Fifth- 

street Methodist Episcopal Sunday-School, 
Brooklyn, G r e e t i n g  :

Many of you may remember, that shortly 
before sailing from New York last December 
I talked to you on some missionary occasion, 
at which time your good pastor, Brother 
Payne, extorted a promise from me to write 
you a letter from China. I cheerfully improve 
this early opportunity to do so.

I might speak o f the great storm into which 
we plunged the first night at sea, and o f the 
many wonderful sights we beheld during the 
voyage; such as huge, foam-capped waves, 
which sometimes' swept over our ship as she 
straggled with the elements— whales and other 
monster fishes sporting in the deep— water-

spouts, reaching down their long, black arms 
from overhanging clouds— the mountain island 
between South America and Africa, the sum
mit o f which towers far above the clouds, and 
where the children are singularly beautiful and 
healthy. I might also tell you some interest
ing things about the pity o f Capetown, Africa, 
and the Island o f Java, where coffee and cocoa- 
nuts grow, at which places we stopped on the , 
way. But I will hardly have time or space to 
do all this as I might take pleasure in doing, 
and will venture little more than relate to you 
some things that have come to my knowledge 
since my arrival in China.

You will expect me to tell you something 
about the children o f this great country. I 
suppose about one third o f all the children in 
the world are in China. They seem to abound 
everywhere. I have seen mothers rowing 
boats with little fellows fastened to their backs.
I have seen other children, perhaps as small as 
some in your infant class, tugging away at the 
oar. Many o f these children are born, grow 
up to be men and women, and finally die, on these 
river boats, and hardly go on shore at all until 
they are taken to their last resting place 
in lonely graves on some hill or mountain side. 
Children also throng the streets o f Foochow, 
inside and outside o f the city walls. Many of 
them may be seen carrying heavy loads sus
pended from each end o f a stick placed on the 
shoulder; and boys frequently go about en
tirely destitute o f clothing. They are em
ployed a great deal in assorting or picking 
over tea. In one room of a tea-house I saw, 
not long since, about one hundred at work, 
busy as bees, and some o f them not so much 
larger as you might think. Parents are very 
anxious to have boys in their families, so that 
they can work and earn something. There is 
an idol here to whom mothers often pray, ask
ing this goddess o f mud or wood to give them 
little sons. The poor heathen do not think 
much o f girls, as people do who live in Christian 
lands. When the little innocents come into 
the world they are frequently drowned in tubs 
o f water, left to perish by the wayside, or 
buried alive! The Methodist Mission in this 
place has two flourishing schools ; one a boys’ 
and the other a girls’ school. You would be 
amused to hear them study, for they have a 
habit of poring over their lessons with a sing
song tone, sometimes very loud and all at 
once. Nearly all the boys who have been 
educated by the missionaries have become 
helpers or preachers. There is one in the 
school, soon to. graduate, who can preach al
most like a bishop. I hope you will pray that 
he may become a wise, good man, and a great 
blessing to this people, who even now hear 
him gladly.

The Chinese have many curious and super
stitious customs, some o f which I will men. 
tion. It sometimes occurs during the summer 
months that the ground becomes dry and 
parched for want of rain, and it is feared that 
the rice and other crops will fail, and the 
people famish. At such times iu their dis
tress they pray to their idol gods for help. 
If their prayers are not answered they will 

■ take their idols and put them out in the burn
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ing rays o f the sun, hoping to cause them to 
suffer so much from the hot weather that they 
will be glad to send cooling showers! In this 
country, if a man wishes to procure a wife he 
must pay for one, as you would purchase a 
horse, or as people formerly bought slaves in 
the South. A young man in my printing-office 
was married not long ago, and paid ninety 
dollars for his bride. The citizens o f Foochow 
have lately been celebrating what is called 
“  The dragon feast.”  They had long, narrow 
boats on the river Min, with a large, frightful - 
looking dragon’s head at the prow of each. 
Twenty or thirty men were a boat’s crew, one 
o f these standing about halfway from either end 
furiously beating a drum, and another a gong, 
with the sounds of which the paddles kept time, 
while a third was at the forward part of the 
boat waving a flag. The men would paddle 
with all their might, and caused the boats to 
rush to different parts of the stream as if to 
rescue some person from drowning. Feasts 
were had in many houses, and business men, 
or their servants, might have been seen going 
about the streets in search o f people who owed 
them, to ask them to pay their debts.

The Chinese practice, more or less, a very 
foolish and wicked custom. If they get into 
serious trouble and feel very badly, or wish to 
have revenge, they destroy their own lives, and 
then the friends or relatives o f the deceased go 
to those with whom he has had the trouble, and 
charge them with being the murderers, and 
sometimes compel them to pay large sums o f 
money before the matter is settled. Not 
many weeks ago I was walking one of the 
neighboring streets with another missionary, 
when we were startled by seeing a man sus
pended with a rope, tied around his neck and 
fastened to a rafter, in the upper story o f a 
low house which was open to the street. After 
inquiry we found he was a mud mason, that 
he had had a quarrel with some of his friends 
or acquaintances, whereupon he resolved to 
take his own life, and there he was hanging, 
quite dead. W e afterward saw men taking 
the body down, pulling it along roughly, as if 
it were the carcass of some brute, and it was 
permitted to lay a long time in the public 
street in a naked and exposed position.

There are faithful missionaries here who 
have for a long time been telling the heathen 
of a better and happier way. They have en
dured some great trials while engaged in this 
blessed work, but their labors have not been 
in vain. Many of the people are interested 
hearers o f the Gospel, and not a few have 
heard the “ glad tidings ” believingly, and are 
numbered among God’s dear children. Some 
have gone to the good world, while others are 
called to endure cruel persecutions. Shortly 
before my arrival at the mission one o f the 
native helpers went to a village not far away 
to preach to the inhabitants. They threw him 
into the river, and plunged him under water 
again and again, trying each time to make him 
promise never more to come there to teach hi* 
religion. But he bravely refused to do this to 
the very last, although he was nearly drowned. 
Still other native Christiana have passed 
through trials worse than death; but they
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have “  endured as seeing Him who is invisi
ble,”  and are looking for a brighter crown and 
sweeter rest in heaven. The work, however, 
is only begun. W e are surrounded with idols 
and idol-worshipers. A  great darkness rests 
upon this people, who “  sit in the shadow o f 
death.”  W ill you not join in our prayer: “  0  
Lord, ‘ send out thy light and thy truth,’ and 
enable thy little Church in China to 1 go forth 
fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army with banners 1 ’ ”

Yours in the love o f Jesus.
S. N. W h e e l e r , Missionary.

UUsnllantoits.

L utheran.— At present there are twenty- 
four students in attendance at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. Dur
ing the first year there were fourteen students. 
The professors are the Rev. C. F. Schaffer, 
D.D., the Rev. Dr. Mann, and the Rev. C. P. 
Krauth, D.D., who, although still holding the 
position o f general editor of the Lutheran and 
Missionary, does the full work o f a professor.

B a p t i s t s .— The Baptists o f New Jersey are 
erecting a magnificent structure, to be used as 
a classical and scientific institute, at Hights- 
town. It is to be two hundred and forty-three 
feet long, the main building sixty feet square, 
four stories high, with a French roof, material 
o f Trenton brown stone.

P rogress of P opular E ducation in 
F rance.— Let me pass to another aspect o f  
our present situation, which holds out to us 
some means o f  improvement and satisfaction. 
M. Duruy, Minister o f  Public Instruction, em
ploys all his powers and his activity to propa
gate among the humbler ranks o f  the people 
the desire to be well instructed, and a taste for 
serious reading. Thanks to his efforts, thirty 
thousand schoolmasters in the communes o f  
France have opened adult classes, to which I 
pupils o f  every age, from the youth to the old 
man, after the rough labors o f the day, resort, 
in order to learn reading, writing, arithmetic, 
history, and so on. Official documents attest 
that these adult classes have produced excel
lent effects. The number o f  pupils has nearly 
reached 600,000. This is an immense move
ment, a great fact, which ought to inspire us 
with great hopes for the future.

Cast down, Butf not D estroyed.— Some 
one o f a sorrowful spirit sends some more 
words besides the following to our treasurer. 
W e sympathize with our friend, and would 
remind him or her we have not a high priest 
who cannot be touched with the feeling o f our 
infirmities: “  I promised the Lord twelve 
years ago to give five dollars to the mission
ary cause, but until now it has not been paid ; 
now I wish to pay the promised five dollars, 
with interest at seven per cent, for twelve 
years. O that I could pay more !”

L e g a c ie s .— W e have recently received two 
legacies from preachers. As they themselves 
were laborers on our western frontier, or pio
neer work, they must be presumed to have 
known wherefore they made such last offerings 
to the missionary cause. Offerings from such 
parties have an odor o f a sweet sm ell; they 
are as precious ointment.

I a m  so t r o u b l e d .— No missionary inci
dent has come to our knowledge recently that 
has so much affected us as the following: In 
one o f our Western conferences there is a 
member who was formerly a missionary among 
the Indians. The conference fell off in her con
tributions to the cause last year, and again this 
year. When this fact came out in the confer
ence the old missionary said on the following 
morning, in relation to the event, “ I am so 
troubled that I cannot sleep.”  May the same 
trouble seize every member o f the conference!

In this year o f grace, in which we have ap
propriated $1,000,000, and need to have every 
individual to advance a little in order to meet 
it, and to hear that a conference has fallen be
hind, is distressing.

RECEIPTS OF TR EA SU R ER  OF 
M ISSIO N AR Y SOCIETY

FO R  SEPTEMBER, 1866.

“  A Friend,”  Newark Conf.............................. $856 00
Walton 8. S., N. T. Conf. ..............................  10 00
EarneBt Estate.......................................   339 60
Gardnertown, N. T. Conf.............................   10 00
Miss Lois Barker, Guilford, Conn. . ............... 4 00
Shokan, N. Y. Conf........................................  21 00
S. S., Pembroke, Prov. Conf..........................  9 80
East Genesee C onf..........................................  11,807 50
Maine Conf......................................................... 127 84
East Maine Conf................................................ 118 87
New England Conf..........................................  446 54
Eev. S. L. Binkley, Indiana Conf...................  40 00
Milan, N. Y. Conf............................................ 30 00
Unknown...........................................................  1 35
Detroit C on f.....................................................  8,800 00
Paxis, Illinois Conf.  ............................... 16 00

! Adrian, Detroit C onf....................................... 280 00
Colorado Conf...................................................  564 50
Mechaniceville, Newark Conf........................  20 00
Michigan C onf.................................................  8,067 94
Detroit C on f.....................................................  492 21
Mainsburg, E. Genesee Conf..........................  24 75
S. S., East Brook, Pa......................................   2 00
Eev. W. H. Norris, N. Y. E. Conf.................  100 00
Highlandville, N. Y. C on f.............................. 17 88
Meadville, Erie Conf......................................... 50 00
Enley’ s Hill S. S., N. J.................................... 10 00
Bedford-st., N. Y. Conf...................................  1,283 81
Bedford-st. S. S., N. Y. C on f........................  817 40
Moffatt Estate.................................................... 1,137 10
Hanson Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. E. Conf.  2,000 00
Miscellaneous.................................................... 909 88

Total reoeipts for September.............. . $36,914 47
Total disbursements for September ___   80,16181

RECEIPTS B Y  ASSISTAN T  
TR EA SU R ER

FO R SEPTEMBER, 1866.

East Saginaw, Michigan, C. G. Conf,............. $70 00
Coll. at C. O. Conf..........................................  13,019 42
New Burlington Ct., Cin. Conf......................  140 00
Clarksville, Clinton Co., 0 ................................  10 50
Clarington Ct., C. G. C on f...........................  95 05
"Wheeling, W. Va., C. G. Conf.  ............. 100 00

Colls, at N. O. Conf............................................$10,920 27
Bace-st.Ch., Cin., O., C. G. Conf...................  10 00
Covington, Ky., C. G. Conf.............................. 85 00
Coll. Cin. Conf.  .....................    0,904 25
Sandusky Mission, C. G. C onf. ........ 41 69
Sandusky and Bore an Mission, C. G. Conf. .. 75 00
Everett-st. Charge, C. G. Conf.......................  145 00
Washington Mission, C. G. Conf.....................  28 00
Buckeye-st. Charge, “  “    8S7 29
Baper Chapel, L. H. M.,“  “    20 00
Everetfr-st. Charge, . “  “     13 00
Chilicothe, O., “  “    67 60
Portsmouth, O., “  “    94 80
Waverly, O., “  “    16 00
Fomaoe Mission, “  “    85 76
Pomeroy Charge, “  “    7 00
Knoxville Mission, “  “    87 00
Peninsula Mission, “  “    60 80
Woodville Mission, “  “    113 45
Venice Ct., Cin. Conf.........................    24 50
Defiance, O., C. G. Conf.................................  95 00
Lexington Ct., S. E. Ind. C onf....................... 72 00
Mt. Auburn Ct., S. E. Ind. Conf..................... 100 00
Coll. at Ind. Conf. ..................................  9,224 95
St. Omer Ct., S. E. Ind. Conf........................  135 00
Chilicothe, O., sO. G. C onf............................  39 00
Muskingum, Mich............................................. 10 00
Colls, at C. G. Conf..........................................  8,889 65
Milan, Ind., C. G. Conf...................................  2 25
Coll. at S. E. Ind. Conf., (less amount crd.

G. L. Curtis, on aco. detd. miss, matters) 7,980 27
Antwerp Ct., C. O. C onf...............................  93 81
Bomney Ct., Lafayette D ist.,N .W . Ind. Conf. 42 50
Trinity, Cin....................................................... 1,407 25
Betumed from Ind. Conf., unused................  50 00
Trinity M. E. Ch., Cin..................................... 640 00

Total reoeipts for September.................... $59,082 56
Total disbursements for September........... 19,851 85

AGGREGATE OF RECEIPTS AND D1SBURSE-
MENTS FOB 1866.

Receipts by Treasurer from Jan. 1 to Oct.
1, including miscellaneous reoeipts  $422,826 01

Beceipts by Ass’t Treas. from January 1 to
Oct. 1 .........................................................  102,614 59

Total receipts since January 1 .................. $524,940 60

Disbursed by Treasurer from Jan. 1 to Oo-
tober 1 ............     550,888 58

Disbursed by Assistant Treasurer from 
January 1 to October 1............................... 183,342 00

Total disbursements since January 1..........$684,175 58

THE MISSIONARY ADVOCATE
Is published on the third Tuesday of each month by the 
M ission a ry  S o c ie ty  o f  t h e  M e th o d is t  E p isco p a l 

C h u rch .

It ia under the editorial supervision of the

Corresponding  an d  A ssistant Corresponding  Sec
retaries or the Society .

T e r m s .— One copy will be given monthly to each family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion to the respective missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case must be in writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of the 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several con* 
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Poe & Hitchcock at either Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east of the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including these 
two conferences, and the conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the secretaries at New York. Let each appli
cation state particularly to whose address, and by what 
mode of conveyance, the papers are to be sent.

P o s ta g e .—The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number of copies not exceeding./?»«, when sent in a 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must in all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the poBt- 
office of the subscriber.


