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C H IN A .
A r r i v a l  o f  M is s io n a r ie s .— R e v . D r. Ma- 

c l a v  writes from Foochow, China, Juue7, 
1866, to the Mission Rooms :

“  It has recently been our blessed privilege 
to welcome to our mission the dear brethren 
and sisters whom the Lord o f  the vineyard 
hath sent to labor with us in this field. Broth
er and Sister Hart reached us on the 27th o f 
May, and Brother Wheeler, with his family, 
arrived on the 31st o f  May. The entire rein
forcement come to us in good health and 
spirits, praising God for his great goodness to 
them during their long voyage, and counting it 
all joy  that they are counted worthy to bear 
the tidings o f  salvation to these ends o f  the 
earth. They arrived hero under the most 
pleasant and auspicious circumstances.

Brother Hart.— The steamer that brought 
Brother and Sister Hart dropped anchor in 
our port about eight o’clock on the forenoon 
o f the 27th o f  May, and a boat that was in 
waiting at once brought them up to the city.

Quarterly Meeting.— W e were engaged in 
the services o f  our quarterly meeting, had just 
enjoyed an excellent love-feast, four Chinese 
had been admitted to baptism and to the fellow
ship o f  the Christian Church, the missionary 
had preached, and the members o f  the Church 
were engaged in joyfully celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper, when our beloved Brother Sites en
tered the church and passed up the aisle, fol
lowed by a strange gentleman. A ll eyes were 
o f  course fastened on the stranger, and at the 
first interlude in the services we had the de
lightful privilege o f  welcoming our long-ex
pected, long-prayed for Brother Hart. He at 
once kneeled at the altar, and in company with 
Brother Sites and a full table o f  our native 
members, commemorated the sufferings and 
death o f our Lord and Saviour. He assisted 
in administering the ordinance at the next 
table, and, using the English language, pre
sented to his Chinese brethren the emblems o f  
Christ’s broken body. A t the close o f  the 
service he was introduced to the congregation, 
and the native members gathered round him 
to offer their hearty salutations. It was a 
blessed time. I think Brother Hart will never 
forget it, and I am sure it will always be a de
lightful reminisccnce in the memories o f  
the older missionaries and o f  the Chinese 
Christians.

Brother Wheeler's arrival was also attended 
by the most propitious circumstances. Having 
been unavoidably detained in Hong Kong a few 
days longer than Brother Hart, he took passage 
by the next steamer and arrived here on the
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3 ls t  o f  May. This, being the last business day 
o f the month, was the time for our regular 
monthly mission meeting. The members o f  
the mission met at the usual time and place, 
had deliberated in love and harmony concern
ing the interests o f  our great work, had been 
unanimous in every decision, made, and had 
closed the meeting, feeling “ how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to
gether in unity.”  W e  felt that it was indeed 
“  as the dew o f  Hermon, and as the dew that 
descended upon the mountains o f  Zion : for 
there the Lord commanded the blessing, even 
life for evermore.”  Shortly after we separated 
Brother Wheeler and family entered our mis
sion compound, and with joyful gratitude we 
welcomed them to their'new home and field o f  
labor in this Eastern land.

Native Preaching.— The following Sunday 
Brother Wheeler attended Sunday-school ana 
public preaching in the church connected with 
our mission compound. The Chinese Chris
tians gave him a joyful greeting, and I know 
he felt that it was “ good to be here.”  As he 
listened to our Chinese Methodists heartily 
singing the good old tunes o f  his native land, 
and heard them pour forth the deep feelings o f 
their souls in the solemn utterances o f  prayer, 
the tear unbidden would start to his eye, his 
bosom loould heave with emotion, and it re
quired the vigorous exercise o f  a strong w ill to 
control his feelings. The sermon was preach
ed by one o f  the young men about to graduate 
from our boys’ boarding school, from Prov
erbs xi, 19 : “  As righteousness tendeth to life, 
so he that pursueth evil, pursueth it to his own 
death.”  Brother Wheeler listened to the ser
mon with great interest, and though at the 
time unable to understand a word o f it, he says 
he fe lt  that it was all right, that it was all 
good. W hile unable to apprehend the mean
ing o f those strange Chinese articulations, he 
could tell by the animated gesture, the flashing 
eye, the swelling bosom, and the tremulous 
voice, that the true Gospel fire was burning in 
the soul o f  the preacher. Thank God for 
putting it .into the hearts o f  these dear brethren 
and sisters to come to our aid in this great 
mission field ! May God bless them abund
antly, now and forever! And let all the 
people o f  God say Amen !

R e v . R . S. M a c la y , D .D ., writes to the 
Corresponding Secretary, under date o f  Foo
chow, July 4, 18G6 :

The two boarding schools go forward as 
usual, and are accomplishing a noble work for 
the mission. There are seventeen boys and 
twenty-six girls in these two schools. Our 
day schools are established at points o f inter

est in our work, one at each appointment where 
inducement offers. Brother Sites has four un
der his care, Brother Baldwin three, and 1 two. 
W e find them o f use in our work.

The ten “ native helpers”  are distributed 
over our work, four in the city o f  Foochow and 
the.others at points in our country work vary
ing from ten to ninety miles distant from 
Foochow.

Six o f  the “ student helpers”  have been 
studying under the charge o f  the missionaries 
in Foochow, the others at the outstationa 
under the charge o f  the helpers. Each mis
sionary employs a Chinese teacher to train 
him in the use o f  the dialect and aid him iu his 
work.

The operations o f  the printing office go for
ward satisfactorily. Brother Wheeler is en
tering on his duties as superintendent o f  the 
press with much interest. Brother Baldwin, 
who has so long superintended the office, now 
gladly turns his whole attention to the preach
ing o f  the Gospel among the people.

F o r e ig n  I n t e r e s t s  in S h a n g h a i.— A  for
eign writer, who speaks o f  the effect o f  foreign 
intercourse with China, remarks as follows :

The capture o f  Pekin will mark, let us hope, 
a new era in Chinese history. Since that event 
the commerce o f  Shanghai has doubled'; it is 
now a superb city built on land which four- 
and-twenty years ago would have sold for one 
penny or one half penny the square foot, but 
which would now fetch as many pounds. The 
united capital o f  eight English banking-houses 
established there is estimated at £10,000,000. 
The populations o f  the free ports o f  Victoria 
and Singapore now reach respectively 120,000 
and 100,000, facts which need no comment, 
carrying, as they do, their own tale with them.

I N D I A .
In d i a  M is s io n  C o n f e r e n c e . —  Moradahad 

District, Rev. E . W. Parker, P. E .— His quar
terly report is here given :

I. The conference met at Moradabad, the head 
o f the district, in February. It was one o f  the 
most pleasant gatherings I ever witnessed.
All the missionaries, and many o f the mission
aries’ families, were present, making a company 
o f thirty-one adults and ten children. Tents 
were pitched in the mission compound, so that 
all were accommodated in tents, or in rooms at 
the Mission House, and all ate at one long 
table arranged on one o f  the verandahs. 
These social gatherings, which a missionary 
enjoys only at conference, form one o f  the 
most interesting features o f  a mission confer
ence. The business meetings were interesting 
and harmonious, and confirmed us in the con
viction that an annual conference organization 
is the most practicable and efficient organiza
tion possible for our India Mission.

II. Out-stations.— The work o f  the out-sta- i
tions o f  Moradabad lias encouraged us o f lute, j
Soon after conference Brother Mansell com- |
menced a sories o f  meetings at Kunderki, about I
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twelve miles from Moradabad, containing five 
thousand people. Andrias, a native preacher, 
has been laboring here among the people o f  
the Chumar caste for about two years. A s he 
was formerly their Hindoo priest he has great 
influence over them, and has instructed them 
faithfully in the principles o f  Christianity. 
Many o f  them were free to confess that his 
teachings were true, yet none had courage to 
come out and publicly confess Christ before 
the world. The work was at this stage when 
Brother Mansell opened a protracted meeting 
among them. The meetings were held at 
evening in the open air, the people assembling 
in an open yard in the center o f  the Chumar 
portion o f the village. The meetings increased 
daily in interest, and soon large congregations 
listened to the word every evening. As the 
news o f  this strange procedure spread abroad 
people o f  other castes came to listen also/rr’d, 
naturally, soon a spirit o f  opposition was 
roused, and every means taken to prevent any 
from becoming Christians. The results o f  the 
meeting were to us very encouraging, although 
not such as are often seen from such meetings 
at home. But it must be remembered that 
we are in a heathen land; that caste, like a 
band o f steel, binds the people so strongly 
that many missionaries have labored for years 
before they could release a single soul. These 
facts considered, we feel encouraged by this 
meeting to hope that earnest protracted efforts 
may prove successful in India as they have in 
America. A t Kunderki, as the fruit o f  this 
first “ protracted meeting,” three families con
fessed Christ, and identified themselves with 
Christians, praying publicly in the name o f 
Christ. Besides this we have gained a foot
hold for Christianity, and have laid the found
ation o f God’s Church in that town. W e 
have broken a link in the dreaded band o f 
caste, and opened our way to much greater 
success among this class o f people.

From Kunderki Brother Mansell, with 
Brother Thoburn, who had come to his assist
ance, went to Haraura, another village o f  
Chumars in Andrias’s circuit. Here they held 
a second meeting, and met with much the 
same success as at Kunderki. A  few professed 
Christianity, and a class was formed under the 
charge o f  an intelligent Christian native, whom 
we send there to open a Christian school.

This class o f  people, among whom we meet 
with this success, form a low caste among the 
Hindoos, but are an industrious and prosper
ous class o f people. In the cities and large 
towns they are usually tanners and shoemakers, 
but in the villages they are mostly farmers.

III. The work at Parle, in Brother Hauser’ s 
circuit, concerning which I wrote in my last 
report, is among this same class, and is quite 
as promising as the work under Brother Man
sell. W e expect great prosperity among this 
caste in our district within the next five years.

IV. A t Sumbhal, a great center o f  Ilindoo- 
ism, Brother Cawdell baptized his first convert 
from the Hindoo ranks at our last quarterly 
meeting there. There is always an especial 
interest connected with that man who first and 
alone arises out o f  the darkness o f  idolatry 
into the glorious light o f  truth. May this first 
convert prove a guide to many more.

V. A t Auraha, where our camp-meeting 
was held, there are a number o f very interest
ing inquirers. One, a Mohammedan religious 
teacher o f  much influence and ability, comes 
daily to our native preacher there to learn o f 
Christianity. I believe that he is a sincere in
quirer for the truth.

VI. There are at present one hundred and 
four communicants in this district, and about 
one thousand boys and fifty girls in our school.

S O U T H  A M E R IC A .
R e v . W . G o o d fe l lo w , D . D., writes under 

date o f  July 13:
W e  are making a vigorous effort to improve 

the religious condition o f  the Church. W e are 
having two social prayer-meetings a week, be
sides the two at the Church. W e are also 
trying to better organize the work in the 
country. The mode o f  doing it will appear 
from the copies o f  letters to brethren which I 
inclose.

A  New Church,— W e  are making brick for 
a church at Villa de Urquiza, and as soon as 
the spring opens we expect to begin to build. 
W e  have over $1,300 silver for it raised here. 
It is not every form o f  application that suc
ceeds. W e  cannot for our regular church ex
penses get out o f  a certain old track, for we 
are confined to the same parties ; but for such 
projects we can quarter on the enemy.

Copy o f  letter o f  the Superintendent to Rev. 
N . Lett.

I prepare this to send it by  Rev. J. W . 
Shank, who will go, God willing, on Friday to 
meet you at Glen’s Station.

The nature and needs o f  your work press 
heavily on your heart, and this will suggest 
details that one further off would not imagine. 
Some general views may be expressed :

1. I regard this as an earnest, faithful, and 
expensive effort to bring up -the circuit. W e 
want to see if  the people really do desire our 
ministry. And on this jaunt we propose to go 
to them, to preach to every family. If they 
can convene by two and three households, very 
w e ll; but i f  not, we wish to preach to every 
family that does not turn us away. By this 
means there will be two to four preaching- 
places found in one day. These discourses 
will be less formal than usual, perhaps, and it 
would be well if they exchanged the formality 
and stateliness o f  a modern sermon for the 
simplicity and directness o f  those frequent and 
powerful sermons o f John W esley. H e preach* 
ed generally in a quiet, conversational manner.

2. The immediate results for which I hope 
are, that our few members may be greatly 
built up, invigorated, made more aggressive in 
their piety, and that our kind and attentive 
friends may everywhere be moved to avow 
themselves as Christians. W e  wish to build 
up at each place you visit a little society or 
class.

3. To many the facility for baptism and for 
the Lord’s Supper, which this visit may afford, 
will appear the chief object o f  the v isit; but it 
is not so. The ordinances are not themselves 
an object, but are divinely instituted for the 
edifying o f the body o f  Christ. To these we 
turn as a mode o f grateful praise, o f  renewing 
fealty, and of seeking a higher level for the 
holy walk.

W hile you assure the people, then, that we 
hope to serve them regularly and faithfully 
with the ordinances, yet they are to look be
yond the mere form, and to take this occasion 
for beginning anew it Christian life.

4. Please keep in mind the importance o f 
this visit. A t every place printed circulars 
have preceded you, announcing your coming. 
This fact will raise the expectations o f  the 
people. You cannot go among your expectant 
friends, and visit, and leave, merely as other 
gentlemen. Nor can you in such a case con
fine your mission to mere prayer, for that 
would only be parading your ministerial habits, 
as if for approval. But you go this time her
alded by the faith o f  many, cheered by many 
prayers for you and for your work, and encour

aged by the intercessions o f  the great Redeem
er, that your mission to save may be successful 
in every house, in every heart. Study the 
people for this, and give worth to conversation 
by  it.

5. As to the manner o f  doing all this, it is 
to be left largely to your cultivated discretion. 
D o  not let the manner defeat the object. It 
would be ruinous to spread distaste instead o f 
love for the holy life. One soon learns the 
mode o f  winning souls. Since Pentecost there 
has not been one ordained from a love for the 
work but found the mode o f gaining men for 
Christ.

Finally, this opportunity is so rare that I 
hope nothing but positive ill health will inter
fere with your plan. It is winter, but the 
drought and heat o f  summer are not more 
friendly. D o not slacken your speed, nor be
gin your return until you shall have thoroughly 
done all that the circuit to-day so loudly calls 
for, and also explored all the localities near 
where we may open new work.

Let all your movements look toward ex
tension and stability, and let the means be the 
thorough evangelization o f the people.

I cannot express to you the interest I take 
in this important step, and you may count, in 
all its toils and duties, upon the hearty sym
pathy and earnest daily prayers o f 

Your affectionate brother,
W i l l i a m  G o o d f e l l o w .

Superintendent's Letter to Rev. J. W. Shank.

D e a r  B r o th e r ,— I would have given to you 
earlier a written statement o f  the ground be
fore you, and what would be expected o f  you ; 
but we have always been together, and our 
daily work has been so much alike that you 
have hardly needed a written word. But now 
the necessities o f the work call you for a month 
or so to a region and to duties alike new. The 
inconveniences growing out o f  Brother Lett’s 
want o f  ordination will call you to go through 
his work with him, and supply this lack.

2. In doing so I desire that everything con
nected with the work be thoroughly done. In 
every neighborhood let plenty o f  time be taken 
to visit every family and learn the religious 
state o f all the people, for the purpose o f doing 
them good. A s you will administer the holy 
sacraments in every place, the responsibility 
will be your own to know the character o f all 
who apply for them. Form no precedents not 
warranted by the New Testament and by our 
form  o f  Discipline.

3. The people whom you may visit reside 
far from each other, and it is desirable that a 
service be held so as to be in the reach o f  every 
family. If needful, let a service be held in 
every house rather than fail to reach any fam
ily. The brief" informal mode in which John 
Wesley, when a young man, visited and held 
a service with five to seven families a day, is 
the manner I suggest for this. It was a disci
pline for him which enabled him, in a similar 
manner, to address three to five congregations 
a day when he was an older man.

4. Everything you do should look toward 
extension aud permanency.

Extension.— Let us pass beyond the present 
bounds o f Brother Lett’s work as soon as pos
sible. There are settlements beyond where 
no one has yet preached, and where souls are 
perishing. These must be reached by us. 
You will report as many o f  these as possible. 
D o  not return while one invites you on. No 
other Church has, just now, the men or the 
means to look after these lost sheep, but we 
have, and God will hold us accountable. W e 
are not to wait until the people seek us or in
vite us ; we are to seek them. W e are to go
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to their houses, and read and expound the 
Scriptures to them and pray with them.

Permanency.— The people are to be assured 
that we intend to serve them faithfully, and 
that we will statedly come to them with 
preaching and the ordinances. Let this first 
visit o f  you and Brother Lett together be o f  a 
kind to make the people themselves demand 
permanency. You will carefully ascertain the 
number o f  Church members, and o f  others 
who desire to become such ; and induce those 
who have long hesitated over their duty, to 
begin at once the Christian life. You will also 
see where we can form classes, who could 
serve as leaders and stewards, where and when 
regular services had better be held, where we 
can initiate steps for building churches. These 
things will require careful lists o f  names and 
a general map o f the territory occupied.

5. These duties all group themselves under 
the general office o f  a pastor. The Church 
expects all our duties and all our hopes to be 
circumscribed by that office. This trip to the 
country does not suspend that office, but widens 
its sphere and deepens its responsibility. The 
widening area demands increasing attention. 
To you, then, as the one in orders, I will look 
for reports o f  widening bounds, increasing 
numbers, and deepening piety. The circuit at 
present includes the province.

You will therefore ascertain during this trip 
how we can bestow more labor to advantage 
on the territory now occupied, and also learn 
where we may extend our labors. W e are not 
to wait for invitations. The only question as 
to any community is, are they already sufficient
ly  cared for by other pastors. If not we have 
a mission to them. No coldness or indiffer
ence o f  theirs is to deter us. Fidelity on our 
part will make us welcome. In width o f work, 
tirelessness in movements, length o f journeys, 
and carefulness o f family visitation, the minis
ters o f  State Churches set examples which we 
Methodists have not yet equaled in these 
camps. You have an opportunity in these re
spects to equal the traditions o f  our fathers by 
your work.

6. The needful preparation and power are 
found only in those gifts o f  the H oly Ghost 
which, in addition to personal holiness, impart 
an earnest, simple, unselfish, untiring purpose 
to save souls. Success in winning souls de
pends on the directness and exclusiveness o f  
the purpose to accomplish it.

I am not insensible to the inconveniences to 
be met, for I have endured them. You will 
have m y sympathy and support under them.

You need borrow no fears as to comfortable 
maintenance. Your ecclesiastical year with 
your conference will close with July, and your 
financial year with December.

Your affectionate brother,
W . G o o d  f e l l o w .

OUR N E W  MISSION ROOMS.
O u r  W e s t m in t e r  !— It is proposed in some 

quarters, and it is likely to take effect, that in 
addition to the “  memorial stones ”  from con
ferences ̂ tnd foreign missions, there shall be 
set up in the principal hall o f the New Mis
sion House a stone— column, slab, or shaft—  
on which may be cut, in manner atjd form 
hereafter to be prescribed, the name or names 
o f one or two persons for each $1,000 given 
for the building, the names to be those o f  the 
pious departed o f our Church, the party mak
ing the gift to have the privilege o f  the name

or names. This will give opportunity to chil
dren to record and perpetuate the names o f  
dear departed parents; t® grateful sons it will 
afford opportunity to perpetuate the names o f  
those by whom they were begotten in the 
Gospel, and who have since passed into the 
heavens; to congregations to perpetuate the 
names o f  pastors who have gathered them, or 
o f  some other particular pastor or pastors who 
are now with the Lord. Some great debtor 
to our form o f faith may claim that he shall 
have inscribed at the head o f  the list or top o f 
the column the name o f  the sainted F r a n c is  

A s b u r y . Others also may claim by their 
gifts to thus perpetuate the names o f other 
bishops or leaders o f  the Lord’s host, as Na
than Bangs, John Collins, Martin Ruter, George 
Pickering, Jesse Lee, Lawrence M ’Coombs, 
George Cookman, Harmon, -Gary, Merwin, 
Finley, Pitman, and hundreds o f  others, who, 
like them, “  turned many to righteousness.”  
W e will not further enlarge on this matter 
n ow ; we shall return to it again; but let us 
have Our Westminster 1

T h e  C e n t e n a r y  W o m e n .— The ladies who 
have it in their hearts to secure the erection o f 
our new Mission House will find in the peru
sal o f  that extraordinary production o f  the 
pen o f  Dr. Stevens, “ The W omen o f  Meth
odism,”  such a means o f  quickening their love, 
o f  sharpening their faith, and inflaming their 
zeal, as is not to be found in any other uniu- 
spired book. The passion o f  love for Christ 
and his ministers, and for the souls o f  men, 
which is portrayed in the lives o f  such women 
as Susanna W esley, Lady Huntingdon, Mary 
Fletcher, Grace Murray, Hester Ann Rogers, 
Barbara Heck, Mary W ild er, Mrs. Baker, 
Mary Ennalls, Rachel Hulings, Eleanor D or
sey, Catharine Livingston, Catharine Suckley, 
Ann Wilkins, Eliza Garrett, and others o f  
precious memory whose names and works are 
o f  record in that book, cannot fail to prove a 
blessed and lasting benefit to all who read it.

C o n fe r e n c e  A c t io n .— The East Genesee 
Conference had a committee on Centenary 
matters, and the Northern says: “  Among 
the connectional objects presented by the Cen
tral Committee in their programme, the con
ference place the Mission Building in New 
York first. This we think is right. W e are 
reduced to the necessity o f  making the Mission 
House our Connectional Centenary Monument 
or nothing.”  Rev. Dr. Crary, o f  the Central 
Christian Advocate, says: “ W e  hope our 
readers will not forget the Mission House. 
Let every conference put a stone in it, and every 
man a brick. W e  need it ; it must be built, 
and it ought to be a free-will offering.”  The 
Western says : “  W e  urge the attention o f  the 
conferences yet to sit to a consideration o f  the 
resolutions o f  our Missionary Board in regard 
to a Mission House in New York city.”

Zion's Herald says: “ Those who have had 
occasion to visit our present Mission Rooms 
are convinced that the dignity o f  our denomina
tion imperatively demands a more respectable 
edifice and site. I f  our missions have reached 
the point where they call for a million o f  dol
lars a year, is it not important that they have 
suitable headquarters ? And while erecting a 
new structure for that purpose, it would be 
worth our while to consider well, at least, the 
plan set before us, and have an eye to orna
ment and beauty in its finish.”

G E N E R AL M ISSIONARY COM
MITTEE.

N o v em b e r  is again at our doors, and the 
annual meeting o f  this committee is to take 
place probably on the eighth day o f  the month. 
W ill all the presiding elders particularly take 
notice, and address their respective representa
tives as to their probable, wants within their 
respective districts and conferences. D o this, 
with the particulars carefully stated, that the 
best possible data may be in the hands o f  the 
Committee and Board for intelligent action.

I. D i s t r i c t .— New England, Providence, 
Maine, East Maine, New Hampshire, and Ver
mont Conferences, Rev. M isha Adams, Con
cord, N . H.

II. D i s t r i c t .— New York, New York East, 
Troy, Black River, Oneida, California, and 
Oregon Conferences, Rev. John Miley, New 
Rochelle, N. Y.

III. D is t r ic t .— Philadelphia, Newark, New 
Jersey, Wyoming, Baltimore, and East Balti
more Conferences, Rev. S. Y. Monroe, Phila
delphia, Pa.

IV. D i s t r i c t .— East Genesee, Genesee, 
Erie, Pittsburgh, and W est Virginia Confer
ences, Rev. C. A . Holmes, Pittsburgh, Pa.

V. D i s t r i c t .— Ohio, Cincinnati, North Ohio, 
Central Ohio, Kentucky, and Central German 
Conferences, Rev. L. B. Gurley, Delaware, 0 .

VI. D is t r ic t .— Detroit, Michigan, North
west Indiana, Indiana, South-eastern Indiana, 
and North Indiana Conferences, Rev. J. S. 
Smart, Evanston, Illinois.

VII. D is t r ic t .— Rock River, Central Illinois, 
Illinois, Southern Illinois, and Southwestern 
German Conferences, Rev. J. Leaton, Quincy, 
Illinois.

VIII. D i s t r i c t .— Wisconsin, W est W iscon
sin, Northwest Wisconsin, Minnesota, Upper 
Iowa, and Northwestern German Conferences, 
Rev. Chauncey Hobart, Red Wing, Minn.

IX. D i s t r i c t .— Iowa, Des Moines, Missouri 
and Arkansas, Kansas, Nebraska, and Colorado 
Conferences, Rev. D. P . Mitchell, Leavenworth, 
Kansas.

F R A N C E .
M eth od ism  in F r a n c e .— W e extract from 

a letter before u s : “ 1 have had several long 
interviews with the Methodist ministers in 
Paris, both the French and the English. I 
gather that their interest and work are severe
ly Protestant, but are much scattered, and not 
situated so as to give support the one mission 
or place to another. It is feeble, but holding 
its own, and perhaps increasing a little in the 
city and around it, and in the south o f France.”
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N E W  YORK, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1866.

CEN TEN ARY MISSION HOUSE.
The General Centenary. Committee has placed 

among the “  connectional objects ”  to receive 
the contributions o f  the Church this year, the 
building o f  a M is s io n  H o u se .

The ladies o f  the New York branch o f  the 
American Ladies’ Centenary Association have 
resolved to make this the principal object to 
which they will devote their offerings. They 
do not propose themselves to build the Mission 
House ; they propose to aid in this work. The 
enterprise, i f  it be carried out in a 'manner 
commensurate with its importance, would 
transcend their ability. But if it were prac
ticable for them to do this whole work, it is 
not desirable that they should. It has been 
placed, by the authority o f  the Church, among 
the connectional objects, and it is desirable 
that the whole Church should contribute to 
this purpose.

A ll business men who know the variety and 
magnitude o f  the operations o f  our Missionary 
Society are prepared to admit at once the pro
priety and importance o f  this enterprise. The 
fact that most o f  the great benevolent asocia- 
tions o f  the day have provided themselves 
with similar buildings and accommodations, is 
an argument which commends this interest 
very strongly to the judgment and approba
tion o f  all. The Wesleyan Methodists o f  En
gland have in London a Centenary Hall, which 
has a spacious chapel in which to hold public 
meetings ; appropriate rooms for the meetings 
o f  the board o f  managers and committees; 
accommodations for the secretaries and treas
urer ; and has store-room where the baggage, 
goods, and provisions o f the missionaries are 
received, repacked, and forwarded ; in short, a ; 
building which answers all the purposes which 
should be met in the building we propose. In 
Basle, Switzerland, may be seen the largest and 
most beautiful building which is possessed by 
the Protestant Church, costing there some 
four hundred thousand dollars. The American 
Board o f Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
has substantial, commodious, convenient, and 
beautiful mission premises. Many o f  our 
preachers and people have looked with delight 
upon the stately building o f  the American 
Bible Society, which ornaments the city o f  
New York while it contributes so largely to 
the spread o f the Scriptures in this and in other 
lands. In it the society does all its printing 
and binding; it affords convenient rooms for 
the meetings o f  the managers and committees, 
and supplies commodious and even elegant 
offices for all the secretaries and treasurers o f  
the society; besides all which, the building 
contains stores and offices, the rent o f  which 
brings sufficient revenues to pay the salaries o f 
all the officers, and all other incidental ex
penses o f  the society, thus enabling the mana
gers to appropriate all the funds given them 
directly to the object for which they are con
tributed.

“  O u r  M issio n  R o om s .”

The Church has been accustomed for some 
years to speak o f  the apartments in which the 
business o f  our Missionary Society is transacted 
as “  Our Mission Rooms,”  but we trust the time 
draws near when we shall speak o f  them as sztck 
no more. They are unworthy o f  the Church ; 
they are inadequate to the wants o f  the Mis
sionary Society, an annoyance to the officers 
and managers who occupy them, and it is high 
time that the Church provided other and more 
appropriate accommodations for her missionary 
services. Our mission building should afford 
store room for the baggage, provisions, and 
goods which the society is under the constant 
necessity o f  receiving and forwarding to our 
missions in foreign lands. It should also pro
vide suitable suites o f  rooms— say a small sit
ting room and lodging rooms— to receive our 
mission families. When they come to New- 
York to sail for their fields o f  labor, they must 
spend several days in the city to obtain their 
outfits, and not unfrequently they are detained 
several days more waiting for the departure o f  
the vessel which is to bear them far hence. 
They need during all this time to be in con
stant intercourse with the managers and officers 
o f  the society, and these suites o f rooms are in
dispensable to their comfortable accommoda
tion. Such rooms are also necessary to accom
modate the families o f  our missionaries who 
return. Almost uniformly they return because 
o f impaired health, and they frequently arrive 
at New York after the sufferings o f  a long and 
wearisome voyage. Under such circumstances 
they need a home— rooms to which they can 
repair directly, and where they can have quiet 
and comfort until they shall be able to remove 
their baggage from the vessel, settle their mat
ters with the officers o f  the society, and make 
their arrangements for the future. Now, dear 
brethren, is it not meet and right, nay, is it not 
an imperative dun/, that we who stay at home 
and enjoy our country and our Churrhes, our 
social, civil, and religious advantages, to fur
nish these comforts and conveniences for the 
men and women who go in our stead, and in 
the name o f  our Lord, to proclaim the Gospel 
o f  the grace o f  God to the perishing heathen ?

W e need also in the mission buildings a 
room for a mission library and museum. In 
conducting so large an enterprise as the mis
sionary work o f  the Church, those who are 
charged with the responsibility o f  directing it 
should be thoroughly informed on all matters 
relating to it. W e  need, therefore, such books 
as are descriptive o f  the countries and o f  the 
peoples to whom we send our missionaries; 
their characteristics, institutions, history j the 
history o f  missions that may have been intro
duced among them, and everything that can 
throw light upon their circumstances, and give 
information that shall enable us wisely to in
augurate and skillfully to direct our missionary 
movements among them. In a few years these 
volumes become a large library, which should 
be carefully preserved. In addition to this, 
our missionaries are frequently sending home 
from foreign countries curiosities and relics 
which are illustrative o f  the idolatries, the su
perstitions, the habits o f  the people, and which

are therefore useful to those who have the di
rection o f  our missionary movements. They 
also frequently send home mementoes or me
morials o f  our sisters and brethren who died 
at their post, and who went from their field o f  
labor and suffering to their rest and their re
ward. Now these volumes, relics, curiosities, 
mementoes, connected with our missionary 
work and interest, should be preserved by us 
with care.

There are also needed suitable rooms in 
which the Managers and Standing Committees 
may hold their regular meetings, and may with 
convenience and comfort perform their duties. 
These services are gratuitously rendered by the 
brethren composing the board and the com
mittees, and not only in order that the business 
may be well done do they need these accom
modations, but it is due to them that they 
should be placed in circumstances where they 
can perform their functions with comfort.

There should also be a fire-proof room  in 
which the papers and records o f  the Missionary 
Society can be kept. Some o f these papers 
are titles to property. In establishing our 
missions in most foreign countries the board is 
under the necessity o f  first receiving and hold
ing these titles. W e have not, in those heathen 
countries, persons who can act as our trustees. 
In some cases the laws o f  the land will not 
peiynit such an arrangement. There is no way 
in which the titles to the properties thus ac
quired can be secured, but by their being held 
by the board here in New York ; consequently 
we need a safe in which these papers can be 
kept for the security o f  our property. Again, 
some o f  these papers relate to settlements made 
by the society with the missionaries. The mis
sionaries are in distant lands, and the treasurer 
is here. Receipts cannot be passed at.the time 
o f  settlement. It may require six months, it 
may require a year, before the papers can be 
passed from one party to the other and return
ed, and during all this time the security o f  the 
treasurer here and the missionaries abroad, 
requires that there should be a safe place 
in which these papers may be kept and pre
served.

But there is a higher interest than this. The 
records o f  the Missionary Society are import
ant, not only to the society and the Church, 
but they are important to the public as well. 
The history o f  the world is to be a religious 
history. It has been measurably so in the past; 
not sufficiently, however, have God and relig
ion been acknowledged in history. But who 
can write the history o f  this country, and not 
acknowledge the influence which Christianity 
had in its discovery, in bringing the Puritan 
and Huguenot to settle it, in moulding and sus
taining our institutions; the influence which 
Christianity has had upon our counl*^ the last 
five years, inspiring its patriotism, and sustain
ing and nerving its patriots for the responsibil
ities and duties that have devolved upon them? 
No infidel can write the military history o f  the 
last five years and not make Christianity 
prominent in that record. H e might as well 
leave off its pages the names o f  our generals 
as to leave off the names o f  our chaplains ; the 
names o f  subordinates in the army, as the
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names o f  the agents o f  the Christian Com
mission.

And where are the records o f  the Sandwich 
Islands for the last fifty years ? The principal 
records are not in Washington, neither are 
they in those islands. The important records 
o f  their history are in the archives o f  the 
American Board o f  Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, at Boston. Where is the history o f  
Oregon? It is not at Washington. It is at 
199 Mulberry-street. The most thrilling 
events, military and civil as well as religious, 
relating to the early settlement o f  the Pacific 
Coast, are in our archives. And who could 
write the history o f  India for the last twenty, 
five years, and ignore American missionaries 
and their influence and agency ? Or o f  China? 
Or o f  any o f  the continents o f  the earth or 
islands o f  the sea in which there has been a 
history for the last fifty years ?

The future is to be as the past in this re
spect, and much more abundant. The history 
o f  the coining ages will be a religious history. 
Philanthropy may perform its part, and patri
otism may do its duty ; but the diffusion o f  lib
erty, civilization, and religion throughout the 
world, is to be the rich fruitage o f  Christian 
toil. Christianity steps forth boldly and con
fidently on its mission. It is not that tame 
and cowering system which begs pardon o f Satan 
and sinners for its intrusion into the world, and 
meekly and timidly craves permission quietly 
to remain here. No, indeed! It is the mani
festation o f  the mind and heart o f  God for hu
manity ; and the Church, with the inspiration 
o f  the Spirit in her heart, and with the sword 
o f  the Spirit in her hand, is the militant power 
by which God intends to overthrow sin and 
error everywhere. This power is rising in the 
world, and it is a tide that will never ebb. 
This stone, cut out o f the mountain without 
hands, in its evolutions has gained such mo
mentum that it will never be stopped in its 
career; and whosoever seeks to hinder its 
progress, be he king, or be he president, or 
pope, or unfaithful minister, or supple politician, 
will be dashed in pieces' as a .potter’s vessel.

i f  these things are so, and who does ques
tion them, then the meetings o f  our boards o f  
managers o f  our missionary and Bible socie
ties are as important, and have in them as 
much o f the weal and destiny o f humanity, as 
the meetings o f  the legislatures o f  these states, 
and, by consequence, their records are as im
portant in the history o f  the world, and they 
will be o f  as much advantage to coming gener
ations o f  the race, as will be the journals o f  
those state legislatures. The Church is there
fore called upon to give the means o f  provid
ing such a repository as shall securely preserve 
to all coming time the records o f  our mission
ary work.

Offices are also needed for the secretaries and 
treasurer o f  the society. The business o f  the 
society this year will amount to one million o f 
dollars, and can that be properly transacted 
without convenient accommodations ? But in 
estimating the importance o f  this subject look 
into the future. Our Missionary Society was 
organized in 1819. In 1846 its gross receipts 
were $89,528. Since that period, in the last

twenty years, that amount has been increased 
tenfold, aud i f  this year our business amounts 
to a million o f  dollars, the proportionate in
crease o f  the last twenty years will make it in 
twenty years to come ten millions a year. A  
great company o f the present membership o f  
the Church will live to see the time when our 
Missionary Society will expend ten millions o f  
dollars a year and employ ten thousand mis
sionaries.

Look at this matter a little further. In 1862 
the receipts o f  the society were $239,540. In 
1863 the receipts were §478,686, double those 
o f  the preceding year. This year the receipts 
will be nearly, if  not quite $1,000,000. Here 
then has been a doubling twice in four 
years, and if the future be as the past, then in 
1869 the receipts will be two millions o f  dol
lars ; in 1872, four millions; in 1875, eight 
millions; in 1878, sixteen millions. In twelve 
years from this time, only growing as we have 
grown in the past, the Missionary Society will 
administer upon sixteen millions o f  money an
nually, and employ sixteen thousand or more 
missionaries.

But this matter is not to be left merely to 
these results o f  arithmetical computation. 
The children o f  the Church at this day are re
ceiving lessons and instructions that we did not 
receive in our childhood. They are now taught 
the importance o f  this interest, and are also 
encouraged and instructed to give. Benevo
lence grows by exercise as much as any other 
human virtue. The knowledge which our
children have on this subject will keep it before 
their attention and in their lnxeresi,mm m

twenty years from this time these children will 
be the men and women o f the Church. Their 
benevolence has been growing with their child
hood and youth, and it has matured with their 
manhood; and what may wc not expect from 
such a generation o f  Christians ? Moreover, 
we have now facilities for carrying forward the 
work in the future which we had not in the 
past. Let the Church consider the grandeur 
o f  our position. W e have a million o f  sol
diers in the field, and every one o f them a dev
otee o f  Christ and his cause ; we have another 
million o f cadets in our schools training for 
this office and w ork ; we have thirteen thou
sand recruiting stations and eight thousand re
cruiting officers, and we have all this host mar
shaled. There is no district or circuit between 
the two oceans that is not organized and ready 
for the work. In this organization there is a 
power adequate to move the world ; and when 
this marshaled host shall make its stately step
pings upon the earth, depend upon it the vi
brations created will shake the very throne o f  
hell, and the powers o f darkness must give 
way before it. This missionary work is no 
trifle. When Jesus Christ said to his Church, 
“  Disciple the world,”  “  Preach the Gospel to 
every creature,”  he used no hyperbole. It is 
aa explicit, simple, military order, and we 
must obey it literally and promptly or stand 
court-martial before our God. If the Church 
wakes up to this sublime thought with all these 
advantages and facilities to which we have re
ferred, who can calculate the future ?

W ith this prospect o f  enlargement, with the

millions upon millions o f  money which are 
coming as certain as there is truth in the Bible 
and power in the Spirit o f  God, and with these 
multiplied thousands o f  missionaries, you  can 
see what office accommodations are needed ; 
what office facilities must be had, and the s 
Church is called upon to give to our Secretary 
o f  War his offices and his archives ; to give to 
our Commissary General his store-rooms and 
facilities for carrying-out his responsibilities ; 
to give to our volunteers who arc coming and 
taking ship for their distant port and field o f  
conflict a temporary shelter, and to give to the 
disabled and sick returning from the battle a 
temporary hospital, that we may thus carry 
out appropriately and legitimately the work o f 
this missionary organization.

One thought more. This object o f  our Cen
tenary support is pre-eminently Conncctionul. 
Our Missionary Societ y permeates the whole 
Church, and spreads its net-work over the 
whole land. The sixty-two annual conferences 
are all auxiliaries; nearly every society in 
these annual conferences is auxiliary to these 
auxiliaries, and nearly every Sunday-school is 
a missionary association connected either with 
the conference or the general association. Now 
here is our connectional missionary work ; and 
as the heart receives all the blood at the cen
ter, and then sends it out again to the extrem
ities, so our Missionary Society receives the 
contributions o f the whole Church from the 
most distant parts o f  it, even from our foreign 
mission fields, China, India, Germany, Scandi
navia, Africa, and South Aineriea.

  w  . . . . a  ____ u —  t t i i >

Church; they constitute the power o f  its 
growth, o f  its development, o f  its beauty, and 
o f  its interest. And consequently we ask all 
persons to aid in giving to our Missionary So
ciety this C e n t e n a r y  M is s io n  H o u s e .

There ought to be many noble contributions 
to this object. There are men and women in 
the Church who ought to give their five thou
sand, two thousand, one thousand, and down to 
lesser sums. There are men and women 
throughout the whole country who should con
tribute in like manner, and then when we have 
these larger contributions we will as gladly 
receive the widow’s mite and thechildren’s pence.

And now we will say to the whole Church, 
if  you will give to our noble Society these 
mission premises, and then lift up your hearts 
in fervent believing prayer to Almighty. God 
for the baptism o f  the missionary spirit to come 
upon us in this year o f the Centenary celebra
tion, we will accomplish the great avowed pur
pose o f  our Church organization, spreading 
scriptural holiness over all lands; and our 
monum ental offering at our next centennial 
celebration shall be a restored humanity, and 
as it comes up in the heavenly realm it shall 
awaken the most glowing gratitude and praise 
o f  the spirits o f  the just made perfect. Angels 
shall see it with adoring wonder, and God shall 
behold it with infinite and eternal complacency.

J. M ’ C lin to c k , D. C u r r y ,
G . R . C rooks, O . H o y t ,
J. B ishop, C. C. N o r t h ,

Central Centenary Committee.
W . C. H o y t ,  Secretary.
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THE C EN TEN AR Y MISSION  
HOUSE.

A  H om e.— Dr. Durbin w rites: “  I hope 
everything will conspire to give the Missionary 
Society a worthy home in New York : a home 
that will help to perpetuate the society for 
centuries to come, and to which, after centu
ries have passed, people will go and look upon 
it, and remember what glorious results have 
followed the wise action and liberal adminis
tration which have gone out from it to bless 
the world. I mean to have what I suppose a 
fair proportion in aid o f  the enterprise.”

Bishop Janes.— W e  have occasion to know 
that the New Mission House has an ever
present place in his thoughts,- and a full share 
o f  his endeavors in the unwearied course he 
runs. W e  hope soon to have before the 
Church a copy o f  his late address on this Cen
tenary building.

“ Only seventy days more”  says the West
ern, “  and the Centenary year o f  American 
Methodism will be past.”  The editor, after 
expressing hearty interest in objects which he 
named, proceeds to say : “ F or the same rea
son we hope our Mission House at New York 
will not be overlooked. In a certain sense it 
will belong to the remote W est as much as to 
the East, for the Missionary Society is every
where. But the building must have a locality, 
«UaíL- it's p,rii£kOT> lo c a l i t y  ie  Now York. The. 
present house o f  this great association is not
only inadequate, but discreditable. A  fitting 
Centenary monument would be as useful as it 
would be ornamental to us as a denomination. 
It will do us good everywhere to have our full 
share in the Centenary Mission House.”

MemorialL Stones.— In regard to memorial 
stones to be put in the new Mission House, a 
matter o f  special interest to the whole Church, 
the following action was taken :

Resolved, 1. That, in the judgment o f  this 
Board, it would give permanent and historical 
interest to our Mission House i f  each Annual 
Conference and each Foreign Mission were to 
have placed in it, in some appropriate place 
and form, a stone with a suitable inscription, 
which we cordially invite them to furnish.

2. That as the plan o f  the building is not 
yet adopted, and the size and character o f  the 
stones not yet determined, it is impracticable 
now to define exactly their place, or the man
ner o f  their insertion; but we refer the subject 
to the Architect and Building Committee.

S C A N D I N A V I A .
S w e d e n .— D r. Durbin writes from Got- 

tenberg:

“  Tell Pastor Hedstrom I am here in his 
beloved Sweden, with Brothers Willerup, Lar
sen, and Olsen. Preliminary arrangements 
are made for commencing the mission in Got- 
tenberg and in its vicinity with vigor. It is 
proposed to give the work in charge o f  Brother 
Larsen, who is an ordained minister, and give

him Brother A . Olsen, a local preacher, as an 
assistant.

“  A  good hall has been obtained in town, 
which will hold nearly two hundred people. 
Thq people in the country meet in private 
houses, as we used to do in the W est. They 
fill the rooms and stand at the doors and win
dows ; they seem to be hungry for the wrord 
o f  life. The work will be in the form o f a 
circuit, having Gottenberg as a center. Brother 
Olsen has commenced in the country, and has 
four preaching places, and invitations to others. 
The city is very well built, is wealthy, and has 
a very large trade, aud is said to contain forty 
thousand inhabitants.

“  Religious liberty is not so large in Sweden 
as in Denmark or Norway ; but it is believed 
that the state authorities will not interfere with 
our work i f  conducted prudently.

“ W e  cannot get our hall until October; 
meantime Brothers Larsen and Olsen will 
work in the country, where there are already 
perhaps fifty conversions. During the winter 
and next spring I hope they will find it expe
dient to form the converts into classes, and 
thus lay the foundation o f  a regular Church 
mission. In view o f  this Brother W illerup 
will have the Discipline published, leaving out 
the boundaries o f  conferences, etc., for the in
struction and guidance o f  the people and
preachers also. It is b elieved here that Got

ten  Derg is the most favorable part o f  Sweden
to begin the work in good earnest. But there
will be two things wanted : men to carry on
the work, and books and tracts with which to
aid them in their work. W e  must look to
God for the men, and to our Sunday-school
and Tract Societies for the books and tracts.

“  W e  have one other mission in Sweden. It 
is in Gotland, and Brother Cederholin is in 
charge o f  it, aided by Brother Pahn, a local 
preacher. Thus all the Swedish brethren we 
have are now engaged in these two Swedish 
missions.

“ W e are proposing to have a meeting o f 
the brethren, missionaries, at Frederickshald, 
on the 18th or 19th o f  August. After this 
meeting I propose to return to Copenhagen, 
finish my visit to Scandinavia, and then set 
m y face homewards, and hope to be in the 
office, Providence permitting, about the 12th 
to 15th o f October.”

A F R I C A .
T o C a l l  t h e  H e a t h e n .— There is now at 

the Mission House in Boston a bell, to be sent 
abroad, having upon it this inscription :

41 Presented to Africa, by  her sons and 
daughters in Jamaica, May, 1866. ‘ To C a l l  
t h e  H e a th e n  t o  com e t o  C h r is t . ’ ”

The story o f  the bell is briefly this. A  poor 
freedman in Jamaica, on his dying bed, re
quested his wife to take something from his

effects and purchase a bell, and send it to Af
rica, “  To call the heathen to come to Christ.”  
W ith much difficulty, after the husband’s 
death, the widow raised twelve shilliugs for 
this purpose, which she handed to Rev. T. B. 
Penfield, then laboring among the freedmen 
there, in connection with the American Mis
sionary Association, and now about to join the 
Madura mission o f  the American Board. A s 
twelve shillings would purchase but a small 
bell, Mr. Penfield presented the case to his 
congregation, and enough was contributed by 
others to make up the sum o f  about eighty-five 
dollars, which he brought to Boston, and with 
which the bell was purchased ; a beautiful 
present to Africa from her emancipated “  sons 
and daughters.”— Herald.

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
B erkeley C ircuit, B altimore Confer

ence , August, 1866 .— Our second quarterly 
meeting, which convened at W hitehall, V a., 
was one o f  the m ost interesting and powerful 
meetings held in this country for many years. 
Services were conducted by our worthy pre
siding elder, Rev. W .  T. D . Clemm, in a beau
tiful grove which had been prepared for the 
occasion, and the- large appreciative audience 
present, with the power o f God manifested, be
tokened the affection o f  the people for the old 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the speedy 
return o f other days. This circuit is situated 
in the Shenandoah Valley, and is one o f  the 
oldest in the old Baltimore Conference. The 
names or H enry Smith, Enoch George, M or
gan Tarrant, and Monroe, are household words 
among the older class o f our people. During 
the rebellion this field was the theater of the 
most sanguinary conflicts, and for nearly five 
years was almost entirely unoccupied by our 
preachers; but the Baltimore Conference has 
resolved to reoccupy her former territory, and 
is supplying the border work as Providence 
opens the way. This field now embraces nine 
appointments, two having been joined to W in 
chester circuit, o f which Rev. W illiam  C. M ul
len has charge, with nine churches, one o f  
which is unoccupied, having been almost de
stroyed as one o f the results o f the war. The 
M . E . Church, South, also occupy this terri
tory, and her ministers are contending for the 
restoration o f their Church with a zeal worthy 
of a better cause.

Two or three o f  our churches are still occu
pied by the Church, South, but we expect the 
time is not far distant when the civil courts 
will restore what by deed properly belongs to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Our regular 
congregations are g»od, composed, almost en
tirely of friends o f the old Church and the 
loyal portion o f  society.

On the whole, our prospects in the Virginia 
part o f  the Baltimore Conference are most en
couraging. A ll we want is more preachers to 
man the work, and in five years we shall be 
able to reoccupy our former bounds, and re
fund to the Missionary Society what is now 
appropriated to keep our present machinery in 
motion. W e  are in an enemy’s country, and 
the most dishonorable means are constantly 
employed to hedge up our way and to drive 
us from the field; but with the Lord on our 
side, and the co-operation o f  the friends o f  hu
manity, we will never quit the field until “ death 
is swallowed up in victory.”  The loyal people 
here demand our services, and it will never do 
to leave them and our churches to the care o f
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disloyal and apostate ministers. I understand 
that at many points on Brother Clem in’s dis
trict our friends are again wheeling into line, 
in such numbers as to wonderfully concern our 
enemies, and inspire and encourage the advo
cates o f  law and order.

Let us have the prayers o f  the true friends 
o f  Zion. W i l l i a m  M. O sb o rn e ,

Preacher in Charge.

W e s le y a n 'D o m e s t i c  M iss io n s , or “ Home 
work ”  as they call it, but it is the same as 
our Domestic Missions. W e  give some notes 
from the report made at the late Leeds Con
ference :

The whole number o f  circuits receiving as
sistance in 1853 was 275 ; this year the num
ber is 224. Tliis is an increase on the number 
reported in 1822 o f  twenty circuits.

The committee are anxious to guard against 
these grants being considered as permanent 
charges, and request the co-operation o f  the 
district committees in preventing such a. perver
sion o f  the proper expenditure o f  the fund. 
Fixed charges upon this fund ought to be 
avoided, and all idea o f permanent or long- 
continued support discouraged.

Support o f  the Missionaries.— To married 
ministers in these circuits, the average annual 
allowance was, in 1859, (reckoning $4 44 to 
the pound,) $403 ; in 1865 it was increased to 
$470 ; to unmarried ministers, in claimant 
circuits, in 1859, the average annual allowance* 
was $248 ; in 1865 it had increased to $273.

There is reason to fear that the good old 
rule o f  weekly payments in the classes is not 
generally observed, to the great pecuniary loss 
o f  the circuits, and often to the prejudice o f 
our people. Attention to the rule, and pains
taking explanation o f the righteousness o f  sup
porting the ministers o f  Christ by the leaders, 
would be followed, not only by financial im
provement, but by many more valuable re
sults.

The committee is decidedly o f  opinion that 
the habitual reliance o f  some circu it on the 
hePp o f the home mission and contingent funds, 
as though the annual grants were endowments, 
is wrong in principle and injurious in practice.

Another Recommendation.— That additional 
unmarried ministers be not appointed to cir
cuits, unless a pledge be given that a suitable 
house will be furnished at the end of four years, 
except in extraordinary cases.

The progress o f  our aggressive home mis
sion work is encouraging. Whereas at the 
conference o f  1857 there was not one minister 
appointed to specific mission work in Great 
Britain, there were at the last conference (1865) 
83 so appointed, besides ten ministers for the 
benefit o f  Wesleyans in the army and in the 
royal navy. These missions continue to orig
inate, encourage, or expedite the erections o f  
chapels. Last year it was reported that forty- 
one chapels had been so built, costing $254,780, 
or an average o f $6,214 each, and accommodat
ing 18,040 persons. That number has been 
increased during the year to fifty-one chapels, 
costing $319,204, or an average o f  $6,258 
each, and providing 21,820 sittings. Twenty- 
four chapels are now being built, to hold 
11,100 persons, and to cost £53,000. Four 
chapels are being enlarged or improved, at a 
cost o f  £2,560. The spiritual work o f  these 
missions has been faithfully done. This year, 
as in each former year since the reorganization 
o f  the aggressive work o f Methodism, there is 
a gratifying increase o f  Church members in 
circuits in which home missionary ministers 
have been laboring. The increase o f  members 
in the circuits referred to, in 1865-66, was

1,403 ; the total increase since 1858-9 being 
9,255. During the year 96,317 domiciliary 
visits have been paid; many o f  the visits have 
been to sick and dying persons. Since these 
missions were commenced 318 regular services 
have been originated, and 394 society classes 
formed. Sunday-schools existing before the 
mission effort have been revived, and 78 new 
schools have been instituted, at which there is 
an average attendance o f  6,247 children. There 
are also 9 day-schools connected with these 
missions. There are 154 cottage services held 
every week, and 51 every fortnight. There 
are 82 Bible-classes in operation, and numerous 
open-air services are held as the weather 
permits.

A s on former occasions, the valuable co
operation o f  zealous helpers must be acknowl
edged, more than 1,000 o f  whom have been, 
during the past year, associated with this mis
sion work.

FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
E m ig r a tio n .— The whole number o f  emi

grants who arrived at this port this year, up 
to August 22, was 163,051 ; last year, in the 
corresponding period, 109,723 arrived, an in
crease so far o f  53,326.

S ca n d in a v ia n  A c a d e m y .— A  missionary in 
the W est writes to the Mission R oom s:

Our Centenary offerings and subscriptions 
for the founding o f  a Scandinavian school have 
been very liberal, considering the poor circum
stances o f  the plurality o f  our members. So 
far we have got within our district about 
$15,000, and yet we have a few places more 
to hear from.

The Wisconsin brethren have commenced 
their Centenary work, and are doing nobly. 
Racine has given about $1,300, and Cambridge 
$1,500.

The Location.— On the 17th o f  October we 
are to have a meeting at Chicago to discuss 
the matter o f  locating our school, o f  petitioning 
the legislature for a charter, o f  electing trust
ees, etc.

Camp-Meeting s.— W e have had glorious 
times lately at our camp-meetings. The one 
at Chicago, at which we took some part, was 
a glorious success ; several o f  our countrymen 
were soundly converted, and the Church was 
much strengthened. In Andover also we have 
had an excellent camp-meeting. I have heard 
it was a meeting o f  extraordinary power. 
Praised be the name o f our G o d !

All over the district the Lord has continued 
to bless our endeavors to save our country
men. W e give thanks continually that ever 
we heard the Gospel form o f faith as preached 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

G erm a n .— Rev. J. H . Barth, o f  Nashville, 
(Tenn.) reports: The eighteen members o f  the 
Church, South, at our coming here all joined 
us. Since then we have received fifty on pro
bation and five by letter, fifteen o f which have 
removed, two were dropped, and two have died 
in the triumphs o f  living faith ; my only son 
Willie, o f  fourteen summers, was one o f them. 
Our membership, as you see, is at present 
fifty-four. Last winter it pleased God to re
vive his work here. Some o f  the old mem
bers, who had been seeking the Lord for the 
last ten years, found peace in believing, besides 
a goodly number o f them that joined o f late. 
O f those fifteen that have removed were some 
refugees from Alabama that went back happily 
converted to God. Some soldiers from the 
Northern States, while down here, found peao$ 
in Christ, and when discharged went home re

joicing. The little Sabbath-school that had 
been started here at first, and struggled hard 
for an existence, has now grown into a power 
that is felt in the German community o f  this 
city. On one Sabbath last spring we counted 
one hundred and ten children, but during the 
summer heat they have fallen o ff somewhat. 
It is a matter o f  fact that children have cried 
to go to our Sunday-school, while their preju
diced parents forced them to go elsewhere. 
The singing o f those immortal songs o f  Broth
er Phillips’s Musical Leaves has such a charm 
upon the hearts o f  our German children that 
it is a hard matter even for parents to keep 
them away from our school. W e can say, not 
boastingly, but to the glory o f  God, that we 
have the best organized society, the largest 
congregations, and the best Sabbath-school o f  
any German Church in this city.

As a tree is judged by its fruit, we will re
mit the report o f  finances o f  this mission for 
the last two years. The total amount ra'ised 
for our support, in part, and the following col
lections, to wit, mission, conference, tract, Bible, 
Sunday-School Union, and expenses for Sunday- 
school, $1,640.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
T h e  A d r ia n  C a m p -M e e tin g  in Detroit 

Conference was attended by the editor o f  tho 
“ Northwestern,”  who says :

On the ground was an Indian named “  Min
go.”  H e was well known and highly esteemed. 
As the meeting rose in interest Mingo grew 
more and more excited, and yet preserved the 
self-command so characteristic o f  his race. A t 
length he said :

“ Mayn’t I give my testimony ?”  Yes, said 
the presiding elder.

“  Brothers, I’ve been long in this warfare. 
Fifty-nine years on my way. I’m seventy-six 
years o f  age. The winds have blown hard on 
this old carcass, but the good hope is here.

“  I see you white people, brought up at home, 
able to read, taught arts and sciences, and yiit 
you live without Jesus ! Poor me ! 1 grew up 
w ild; no father; brought up in the woods. Yet 
I found H im . Some o f  you have known me 
many years, and I’m a good boy y e t ! Poor 
me ! Couldn’t road, knew nothing, yet gave 
Jesus my heart!

“  The first Bible I ever had I took home, put 
under my pillow, and slept with it there!

“ This old frame totters, the strong wind 
shakes it and it must go down, but I bless 
Jesus I’m under way to glory.”

Not a few wept and not a few praised God • 
as Mingo gave his testimony. His voice is 
rich, and his manner while simple is yet im
pressive. In the evening he again spoke, de
tailing more fully his experience, stating that 
before his conversion his hatred o f  the white 
race was so intense and bitter that he longed 
for the days when he could shed their blood.

§irutl}¡5’ g t p r t i i t n t i

M r s . J oh n so n , the wife o f  Rev. Dr. John
son, our missionary at Shahjehanpore, India, 
writes under date o f  June 29, 1866:

Our five weeks’ vacation, in whieh wo have 
enjoyed the luxury o f  laziness, are gone, and 
we commence our schools agava next month. 
A ll o f my mornings will he spent in the 
schooi-room, teaching th.es» aatives Christian 
ideas. Many o f  the boys are really intelli
gent, and it is, a pleasure to teach them. They
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are becoming well versed in their own lan
guage, and making some proficiency in the 
English. They excel in the Bible and its 
doctrines, and can repeat the Catechism from 
the first question to the last amen, and answer 
Bible questions from Genesis to Revelation. 
But don’ t imagine that they must necessarily 
be very religious; tor it is a lamentable fact 
that some o f  them, after being exceedingly or- 
thodox on Sunday, are much less so on Mon
day. Boys are boys the wide world over.

I wish you could visit here at Lodapore. 
Come on a quarterly meeting Sunday. After 
crossing the bridge you will come to a little 
eminence, and will see a road bordered with 
trees leading to a nice large bungalow ; that is 
where we live. Then you will go on a little 
way until you come to the church, a large 
brick building, with a gate in front. If you 
come about six o ’clock in the morning you 
will find us just opening Sabbath-school. 
First a hymn in -Hindoostanee, then a prayer, 
after which the classes disperse to the different 
rooms. There is a large audience room and 
six class-rooms. Brother Spencer has the first 
Bible class, who use the English Bible. I 
have the second Bible class, both English and 
Hindoostanee, and the doctor takes charge o f 
the smallest boys or infant class. The rest o f  
the boys are taught by the native preachers. 
My class are in the second chapter o f  John ; 
they memorize five verses in English, then 
translate them, after which I ask them ques
tions on the same. After Sunday-school 
Brother Judd, our presiding elder, will preach a 
sermon in Hindoostanee, then we have the sacra
ment o f  the Lord’s Supper. A  large number 
o f  our boys are members o f  the Church, and 
they, together with the native preacher, teach
ers, and servants, make a goodly number o f  
communicants. In the evening we have our 
love-feast. I am sure you would rejoice 
with us.

W e expect messengers o f  peace to go forth 
from here who shall carry the tidings o f  sal
vation through the length and breadth o f this 
land. W e  expect wTarriors to go forth clad 
with the Gospel armor, who shall fight the 
battle o f  the Lord, and win souls to Christ; 
and we believe that the Christians o f India 
will yet be able to join in the grand

“  Gloiy, glory, halleluiah,
The Lord is marching on.”

S E A M E N .
A n A b s e n t  C a p t a i n . — One who in his ab

sence acts the part o f  chaplain and class-leader. 
Such a one writes to Pastor Hedstrom from 
Glasgow, Scotland. He first gives account o f  
his personal experience and happiness from the 
time he left the companionship o f  his brethren 
in the Bethel Ship, and then proceeds with the 
details o f  his voyage, their daily religious 
services in the cabin with as many as could be 
properly spared from duty on deck. l i e  men
tions that with their own religious duties they 
regularly noted the hours at which their breth
ren met for prayer on board the Bethel, and

those at which the sisters met for Christian 
experience and prayer. A t such hours they 
made special prayer for those at home.

The Loss o f  a Man.— A  man overboard ! 
was a startling and fatal event o f  the voyage. 
A  dear man, who had been often warned, had 
many times wept, and in several instances 
asked an interest in the prayers o f  his pious. 
friends when on shore, was suddenly swept off 
the deck by a wave, and being unable to swim 
shortly sank, to rise no more until the 
sea shall give up the dead which are in it. It 
seemed, writes the captain, that the lifting up 
o f his right hand before he went down was as 
if saying to every living man, It is the last 
tim e!

RECEIPTS OF TR EASU R ER  OF 
M ISSIONARY SOCIETY

F O R  AUGUST, 1866.
S. S. Miss. Soc., Frank-street, Rochester  $25 00
Bellona, E. Gen. C onf..........................................  20 00
Levi Thompson, balance of sub., Michigan.. 50 00
Twenty-seventh-street, N. Y ............................... 1,855 58
H. Gibson, house rent........................   125 00
Belleview, Michigan Conf., in part..................  71 50
Juv. Miss. Soc., Janesville, Wis........................  100 00
Walton, M. E. S. S., N. Y . Conf.......................  10 00
T. M’Canlis, house rent....................................... 175 00
One who loves Jesus.............................................  1 25
S. E. Lewis, executor of W . F. Young  25 00
J. H. Johnson, Seneca F a lls ............................... 2 00
Seagertown, Erie Conf..........................................  6 70
Corn Ilill, Rochester, N . Y ..................................  50 00
S. S. of Clyde, E. Gen, C o n f.............................. 19 90
“  W .,”  Cornwall Landing, N. Y    9 20
Ada Van Tassell, N. Rochelle, N. Y ................  1 00
Executor of Jonas Brooks, Princeton, Mass.. 94 00
E. P. Cook, Washington, D. C............................ 25 00
M. A . Patterson, Bacon Hill, N . Y .................... 50
City Station, Baltimore, additional................... 207 60
Rev. J. S. Cartlich, legacy..................................... 270 18
Rev. George Kingston, legacy............................. 49 75
Asbury M. E. S. S...................................................  15 75
Bethlehem.................................................................  14 45
Canadice Hollow S. S. M. S................................  11 00
CanadiceS. S. M. S................................................. 14 85

“  A  Friend of Missions........................  20 00
Levi Thomson, Lowell, Mich. Conf.................. 5 00
A  Friend...................................................................  5 00
Garrettson Station, Albany................................... 25 00
Miscellaneous...........................................................  2,619 45

Total receipts for August............................. $5,924 66
Total disbursements for A ugust............... 44,347 01

RECEIPTS B Y  ASSISTANT  
TR EASU R ER

F O R  AUGUST, 1866.
Prairietown, Ind. C o n f,.......................................  $75 00
Carr-st., Cin. Conf,.................................................  25 00
John H orst...............................................................  25
Springfield, 111., S. W . G. C o n f.. ............... 25 00
Huntingbury, la., C. G. Conf.............................. 35 00
Wabashaw, Min., N. W . G. Conf...................... 5 25
Christie Chapel S. S., Cin. Conf........................ 87 40
Monroe-st., O., Cin. Conf.................................... 20 00
Carr-st., Cin. C o n f.......................................   106 02
Marine City, Mich., C. G. Conf.......................... 7500
Monrovia Ct., Ind. C o n f......................................  50 00
Mooresville, “  “    29 55
Bamesville, O., C. G. C o n f...........................   2 00
Vermilion, O., C. G. Conf....................................  60 00
Leavenworth, Ind. C o n f......................................  5 00
Monroo, O., Cin. C o n f..........................................  SO 00
Mechanicsburg, O., Cin. C o n f...,. ................  322 00
Greenville, N . W . Ind. C o n f.............................. 115 00
Southport Ch., S. E . Ind. Conf. ...........  59 50
East Pearl-st. S. S., Cin. Conf............................ 42 80
New Lexington Ch., “  “      125 00
Amelia Ch., “    88 10
Troy Station, “  “    150 00
Christie Chapel, “  “    179 84
Wilmington Station, “  “      49 01

York-street, Cin. Conf............................ $51 83
Park-st. S. S. “  “     262 00
Miami Circuit, “  “     107 00
Lebanon Station, “  “    800 00
York-street, “  “    13 00
Mount Auburn Sta., “  “     141 38
Carr-street, “  “    35 25
Venice Circuit, “  “    I l l  01
Mt. Auburn Sta., “  “    16 50
Monroe Station, “  “      I l l  50
Christie Chapel, “  “    1,220 00

“  “  S. S. “  “    83 90
Raper Chapel, Dayton, O., Cin. Conf,  236 30
New Richmond Sta., Cin. C o n f.......................... 18 00

“  “  S. S. “  “  .............................    15 00
Finley Chapel, “  “    108 00
Mainville Circuit, “  “    151 00
Madisonville, “  “    80 70
Wesley Chapel, “  “    795 55
Christie Chapel, “  “    20 00
Bethany Circuit, “  “    118 00
Waynesville Station, “  “    110 83
Middletown Station, “  “    85 00
Lockland Station, “  “    212 00
Asbury S. S., u “     129 47
Asbury Station, “    59 15
Red Lyon and Springboro, Ciu. Conf.  280 00
Tremont Cir., Cin. C o n f.....................................  174 70
Morris Chapel, Cin. C on f.................................... 666 75
Morris Chapel, Cin. C o n f.............................   25 00
Irville Circuit, Ohio C o n f.................................... 85 00
Morris Chapel, Cin. C o n f...................................  870 64
Morris Chapel, Cin. Conf....................................  265 00
Walnut Hills Station, Cin. C onf........................ 110 00
New Philadelphia Circuit, Ind. Conf..................... 22 45

Total receipts for August............................. $8,743 61
* Total disbursements for August................  4,661 25

AGGREGATE OF RECEIPTS AN D  DISBURSE
MENTS FOR 1866.

Receipts by Treasurer from Jan. 1 to Sept.
1, including miscellaneous receipts  $385,411 54

Receipts by Ass’t Treas, from January 1 to 
Sept. 1, $50,262 08, less error in August 
acknowledgments, $6,730 ............................  43,532 03

Total receipts since January 1 ..................  428,943 57

Disbursed by Treasurer from Jan. 1 to Sep
tember 1 .............................................................  520,671 72

Disbursed by Assistant Treasurer from 
January 1 to September 1 ......................   113,49j 15

Total disbursements since January 1 -----  $634,162 «7

TH E MISSIONARY ADVOCATE

Is published on the third Tuesday of each month by the 

M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  op  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  

C h u r ch .

It is under the editorial supervision of the

CORRESPONDING AND ASSISTANT CORRESPONDING SEC

RETARIES o f  t h e  So c ie t y .

T eem s.— One copy will be given monthly to each family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion to the respectivo missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case' must be in writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of the 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several con
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Poe & Hitchcock at either Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east of the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including these 
two conferences, and the conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the secretaries at New York. Let each appli
cation state particularly to whose address, and by what 
mode of conveyance, the papers are to be sent.

P o s ta c ie .— The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number of copies not exceeding five when sent in a 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must in all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post- 
office of the subscriber.


