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C H I N A .
Rev. R. S. M a c l a t  writes to the Mission 

Rooms from Foochow, under date o f May 9 :
I am thankful to report encouragement in 

our work. I recently baptized nine adults and 
one child, at the district city situated about 
forty miles southward from Foochow. There 
is a class o f inquirers there, numbering over 
twenty, most o f whom give evidence o f being 
taught o f God. Our little society there is in 
a healthy condition. Last week 1 was at 
Kuch’eng, a district city about ninety miles to 
the northwest o f Foochow. Our native helper 
has just fairly commenced operations there, so 
that we have not much to report in thé way 
o f converts. I baptized one inquirer, and there 
are many persons there whose minds are inter
ested in the Gospel message. Brother Sites 
has a class o f perhaps ten inquirers at Yekiong, 
a mountain village some ten miles from Foo
chow. I have seven inquirers at the chapel in 
our mission compound, and Brother Sites has 
two in connection with his work in the Minch- 
’iang district. Brother Baldwin has two in- 
quirers-at Tengiong, a mountain village twenty- 
five miles-north of Foochow.

Our boarding-schools are doing well, The 
Misses Woolston are indefatigable in their ef
forts to improve the girls under their care, and 
the blessing o f the Lord attends their labors. 
The printing-office is still doing a good work.

Rev. R. S. M a c l a t  has sent us by far the 
most startling and satisfactory letter ever re
ceived from China :

Foocnow, China, March 9, 1866.
To the Corresponding Secretary;

In a recent letter to you I referred to Prince 
Kung’s emphatic approval o f the Christian 
Sabbath. 1 now have the pleasure of sending 
you other testimony to the excellence of 
Christianity from some o f the officers o f the 
Chinese government.

Last year ¿he viceroy, whose headquarters 
are in this city, issued a proclamation prohib
iting the noisy idolatrous processions which 
the people were accustomed to get up in honor 
o f their idols. A t the time the proclamation 
was issued, it was feared that the people would 
protest, and compel the viceroy to yield to 
their wishes ; but, to the delight o f all right- 
minded persons, the people showed no open 
resistance, the processions ceased at once, and 
the viceroy was master of the situation. The 
viceroy assigned only political reasons for pro
hibiting the processions, and I have no reason 
to suppose that he was consciously influenced 
by higher motives ; still the purport of the 
proclamation was so utterly opposed to the 
customs of the people, and its success was so 
complete, that I think we may ascribe this im
portant measure to “  the Power behind the 
throne greater than the throne itself.”

Encouraged, apparently, by the success of 
his previous effort, the viceroy has recently 
issued another proclamation against idolatry. 
The occurrence of an insurrection in the west-
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ern part o f this province furnished the occasion 
for issuing this recent proclamation. In in
vestigating the riot, the officers traced its ori
gin to certain Buddhistic societies, the members 
of which either wholly or partially abstain 
from animal food, and confine themselves to a 
vegetable diet. It appears that a number of 
these societies banded together against the 
government, and in the collision some lives 
were lost, and some government property was 
destroyed. The outbroak crcated considerable 
alarm at the time of its occurrence, and the 
Chinese authorities were apprehensive of a 
general insurrection throughout the province, 
as it is well known that these societies exist 
throughout the empire, and that they are united. 
These apprehensions o f the government, how
ever, were not realized. It is scarcely proba
ble there was any plan for a general insurrec
tion; but even if such a plan did exist, the 
prompt and thorough measures adopted by the 
government were sufficient to crush the riot 
and'eFectually prevent its spread. After sup
pressing the outbreak, the viceroy issues his 
proclamation charging the disturbances upon 
these societies, denouncing them for such 
wickedness, threatening them with the direst 
penalties if they dare to use their religious 
association for revolutionary purposes, and 
exhorts the people not to follow those wicked 
plotters who, under the garb of sanctity, would 
lead them into opposition to the government. 
In the foregoing statements it is interesting to 
observe how unconsciously, yet certainly, hea
then ism in this province is digging a pit for 
itself, is preparing a rope for its own neck. 
The viceroy is not a Christian, has perhaps 
little if any acquaintance with Christianity, and 
yet by the force o f circumstances he is brought 
into direct conflict with one o f the three great 
systems o f idolatry in China. On two im
portant oocasions he has classified idolatry 
among the forces hostile to the government, 
has charged upon its votaries the crime of po
litical insurrection, loss of property and blood
shed, has warned idolaters against using their 
religious association for revolutionary purpo
ses, and has felt constrained to caution the 
people against these artful abettors of sedition, 
who would inveigle them into opposition to the 
government, thus bringing upon themselves 
swift destruction. The effect of these procla
mations will undoubtedly be very great, for 
the viceroy is a man of decided ability, and his 
remarkable energy clothes his acts with an im
portance that will inevitably impress all minds.

While on this subject I may narrate an in
teresting and important incident that has just 
transpired in this city. For many years the 
Chinese government has had a standing order 
requiring the local officers o f government, on 
the first and fifteenth days o f each month, to 
meet the people in some public place, and there 
read to them the “  Sacred Edict,”  and exhort 
them to lead virtuous lives. The order, in the 
main, has been inoperative. The officers have 
rarely discharged this duty in person ; in many 
cases the duty is not performed at all, in 
others it is performed by some substitute 
hired for the occasion, and 1 believe in all cases
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when performed the edict is read and the ad
dress to the people is given in the mandarin 
dialect, which is unintelligible to the great body 
o f the people here. Our viceroy has had his 
attention turned to this subject, and has di
rected the Superintendent o f Trade to perform 
the duty of reading the “ Sacred Edict,” and 
exhorting the people to virtue. In going thus 
far the authorities have simply obeyed the 
standing order of government on the suljject; 
but what is remarkable in this affair is that 
the Superintendent o f Trad© attends to the 
duty in person, that he employs an interpreter 
to translate the language o f the edict and the 
address into the colloquial dialect o f this city, 
and that he speaks to the people with earnest
ness, and seems anxious to impart useful in
struction to them.

A  few days since he spoke to the people at 
a hall on one o f the streets in the great .south
ern suburb of this city. In the course of his 
remarks he proceeded to denounce those Bud
dhistic societies which wore connected with the 
recent outbreak in the western part of this 
province. He warned the people to beware of 
all such organizations, and devolt; themselves 
to a faithful discharge o f the duties they owed 
to their parents and the government. After 
exhorting the people in this way for some time 
he then spoke o f Christian missions and the 
little Christian societies which were springing 
up in this city and elsewhere. His remarks 
were so favorable to Christianity that some o f 
the people cried out, “ You believe these doc
trines ; you are a Christian.”  The officer re* 
plied, “ N o! I am not a Christian; but I say 
to you that the Christian doctrines are good, 
and that they who follow those doctrines are 
good people.”  Some rude fellows o f the 
baser sort here began to cry out, a He is a 
Christian; he preaches like the missionaries;”  
but his excellency soon undeceived them by 
ordering his soldiers to arrest the more out
spoken of the wranglers, and then dismissed 
the audience. This emphatic commendation 
o f Christianity by a Chinese official has startled 
the good people o f this ancient city, and has 
filled the hearts o f our native Christians with 
joy and gratitude to God.

Under date of May 2 2  R e v . R. S. M a c l a t  

further writes:

The aspects of our work increase in interest 
and encouragement. Difficulties are vanishing, 
the people are turning to us and the doctrines 
we preach with an intelligent interest and re
spect, our plans o f operation are becoming 
more clearly defined and efficient, the native 
helpers are acquiring strength, courage, and 
adaptation for their work, and on all sides the 
Lord is placing before us open doors into 
which we are invited to enter. O how much 
we need the outpouring of the Holy Ghost! 
My dear doctor, will you not continue to stir 
up the Churches to pray for the cause of the 
Redeemer in China? W e have had a long 
night o f toil; our success thus far has not been 
brilliant; many laborers have fallen, while 
others toil on “  in weariness and painfulness, 
in watchings o f t e n t h e  morning begins to
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dawn, upon us, and we labor and wait for the 
glorious day. W e who are growing old in the 
work are longing to behold “  the glory o f the 
coming o f the Lord.”  W e have tried to kin
dle his watch-fires in these ends o f the earth. 
“ W e have builded him an altar in these even
ing dews and damps,” and now we wait for the 
Master’s coming.

Our third quarterly meeting for the Tienan 
Tong circuit commences on Friday of this 
week, and we expect to receive fix or six Chi
nese to the ordinance o f baptism.

R e v . L. N. W h e e l e r  writes from Hong 
Kong, May 21, to the Mission Rooms :

After a voyage of one hundred and forty- 
eight days, and having been delivered by the 
good hand o f God from many perils, we have 
safely arrived at this port. Brother Hart and 
wife and myself and family are happy in the 
enjoyment of comfortable health. During the 
passage we called at Cape Town, South Africa, 
and at'Java, in the Straits o f Sunda. Our fare 
on the “  N. B. Palmer ”  was excellent. Our 
general health was all that could have been ex
pected. A  steamer will convey us from Hong 
Kong to Foochow, where we hope soon to join 
the noble band who are toiling to establish the 
Redeemer’s kingdom in this benighted land.

I N D I A .
S ig n s  o f  t h e  T im e s  in  I n d ia .

By Rev. J. T. Scott, Missionary.
“ Mighty revolutions are taking place on 

every side. Every department o f native so
ciety is undergoing change, vital and organic 
change. Ideas and tastes are changing, cus
toms and manners are changing, old institu
tions are giving place to new ones, aspirations 
and energies are turning into new channels. 
There are changes even in our modes of living. 
The spirit of Western enlightenment and civ
ilization is a| work in the core o f Hindoo 
society, transforming, remodeling, and revolu
tionizing its entire organism. Its powerful 
influence has shaken the enormous fabric of 
Hindooism to its very foundation, and con
vulsed the very heart of the nation ; and every 
sphere of native thought and occupation, intel
lectual, social, political, commercial, and re
ligious, is in a state o f violent fermentation.”

This is the language, not o f a Christian, but 
of a Hindoo, a native o f Bengal. It is a most 
striking admission o f the effects being pro
duced upon the ancient faith and customs o f 
this people. Coming from one who is himself 
a Hindoo and a native o f this country, it has 
all the more force, as it cannot be charged to 
the enthusiasm, imagination, or over-sanguine 
hope o f missionaries and their friends. The 
writer is one o f a large and growing class in 
Bengal, who, through the enlightenment of 
Western knowledge and science, and the sure 
but unacknowledged influence of Christianity, 
have cast off the foolishness o f idolatry, and 
openly avow disbelief in the ancient sacred 
books o f the Hindoos. They are deists. 
Driven from the manifest absurdities and su
perstitions o f Hindooism, they, in the pride of 
their hearts and o f worldly wisdom, while ac
knowledging it to be the best religion the 
world ever saw, have not the courage and 
virtue to embrace fully the Christianity that 
has so far set them free.

The above quotation is made simply to call 
attention to a great and glorious sign of the 
times in India. Superficially observant skep
tics have occasionally asked, with a sneer, 
“What have Christianity and Christian missions 
yet done for India ?” Faint-hearted Christians,

when looking at the time, life, labor, and treas
ure expended in the work, and failing to com
prehend the results produced, have sometimes 
exclaimed over the long dark and apparently 
unbroken night o f paganism, “  O Lord, how 
long ?”  Even those o f firm hearts and strong 
faith sometimes, when impatient and weary of 
waiting and watching and giving, ask, “  Alas ! 
why not greater and more rapid results?”

Let all such ponder well the quotation given 
above. Let them remember that directly or 
indirectly, either by the immediate efforts of 
missionaries or by the influence of Christian 
law and institutions, Christianity is becoming 
a mighty power in India. Read again that quo- 
tation. It was written by one within the struc
ture o f Hindoo society, who cquld feel its 
every shock and vibration. Here is an ac
knowledgment that the “  cumbrous fabric of 
Hindooism is shaken and convulsed to its very 
foundation.”

The Church, at her distance from the scene 
o f frontier missionary strife, cannot always 
appreciate how the battle goes. Happy are 
we to be able to send her the unhesitating 
message, The enemy’s center is broken, and his 
ranks are in confusion. A  bold unbroken 
front is no longer before us. Victory is not 
now a question. W e have only to push on 
and improve victory gained.

Or, to change the figure : Does the Church, 
weary with waiting, and anxious to see the 
dark night of paganism break and fade away, 
ask “  W atchman, what of the night ?” Prompt
ly we respond, “ The morningcometh.”  The 
slumber o f ages is fully broken, the darkness 
fleeth away, the golden tints of the morning 
beam over all the land. W ell has a mission
ary long resident in India said: “  In its re
motest provinces India is beginning to vibrate 
with a new life. The torpor of ages is fast 
passing away, and throughout the length and 
breadth o f the land there is everywhere in 
progress a grand intellectual awakening.”

Yet let the Church rightly understand this 
matter. W e do not wish to make the im
pression that India is entering upon her mil
lennium. Europe, when nominally Christian, 
only through weary centuries plodded up to 
its present stage o f truth and righteousness. 
India no doubt will have better facilities for 
growing than Europe had, yet only generations 
o f time can place it side by side with Christian 
England or America. The point to be appre
ciated is this: tremendous results are now 
manifesting themselves in India, and they are 
the fruits o f Christianity and the efforts o f 
God’s Church. Seed sown in “ the day o f 
small things,” amid the tears o f the sower and 
the sneers o f the skeptic, is now germinating 
and springing up for what will be a glorious 
harvest. What though the present band of 
missionaries, toiling and jaded, go to their 
rest, and a new generation become the Church, 
while India is still casting off the bondage of 
Moslem error and pagan darkness, present 
results are an ample testimony to the mighty 
vital power of Christianity, and give perfect 
assurance that our “ labor is not in vain in the 
Lord.”

A  F a k i r  o f  In d ia .

By Rev. S. S. Weatherly, Missionary.
A  few evenings since, as I was walking 

through the city o f Moradabad in company 
with two missionary brethren to their evening 
preaching appointment, I was surprised by- 
meeting a company of half-naked devotees or 
Jog is, as the religious mendicants o f the Hin
doos are more generally called, one of whom 
confirmed in his person the accounts related 
about the self-torture inflicted by this class of 
men. I bad often thought, “  How can these

things be?” W e often meet fakirs along the 
street who are disgusting-looking persons, and 
are considered by many of the educated natives 
little better than impostors. But this poor 
fellow was evidently no impostor. His naked 
left arm stood crect on his shoulder, as stiff, and 
apparently as lifeless, as a cane lashed to his 
back. The arm was shrunken up to about 
half its natural size; the hand was closed, with 
the thumb passing between the first and second 
fingers ; the fingers were as firmly fixed as the 
arm, and close to the palm, in such a manner, 
that the nails, which were from three to four 
inches long, might not grow into the hand. A  
native bowed in religious adoration to him as 
he came near, and all classes looked upon him 
with the greatest respect. W e spoke to him, 
and found him willing to converse ; and after 
a little while secured a promise from him to 
visit us at the mission house the next morning. 
He came according to promise, accompanied 
by two o f his disciples, and was shown into the 
house, where he seated himself, as is their cus
tom, upon the carpet. One of the brethren 
noted down his answers as he gave them to the 
questions they asked him. The substance of 
the information gained relating to him was 
this : He was'thirty years o f age, a Brahmin 
in caste, commenced to lead this kind o f life 
eleven years ago, had wandered from place to 
place, having once visited the celebrated temple 
at Juggernath, ate no meat and drank nothing 
but water, allowed himself no indulgence ex
cept to smoke tobacco, was a worshiper of 
Shiva, the destroying god of the Hindoo pan
theon, and trusted him for everything. His 
hair, which had not been cut or combed for 
three years, was plaited into a great many 
long tails, which were tied together on the 
crown, and the whole matted full of mud and 
ashes. At our request he took off the dirty 
rag which answered for a turban, and untied 
his hair, which fell down upon his shoulders, 
and presented the most disgusting appearance. 
His finger uails are cut off at stated times and 
thrown into the Ganges, at which times he dis
tributes as alms all the money received since 
the last cutting. lie  was perspiring freely 
under his armpits and in his clasped hand, and 
claimed that this was a proof of the superior 
virtue of his body. Ilis two disciples declared 
that it was not perspiration, but that the drops 
gathered under his arms and in his hand were 
sacred water, holy as that taken from the Gan
ges. These Hindoo devotees are said to be 
usually ignorant, very insolent, exceedingly 
proud and self-righteous, but this poor man 
was far in advance o f many o f his brethren. 
He was sociable, smiled kindly on all, invoked 
his blessing upon the children, showed no inso
lence and but little pride. He made no pre
tensions to learning, could not so much as read, 
but seemed to look upon ignorance as one of 
the burdens he must carry. He was very 
cheerful, apparently more so than ordinary 
Hindoos. He answered our questions prompt
ly as far as he could, but in it displayed a great 
deal of thoughtlessness. To give the reader 
an idea of his intelligence and views, I will give 
a part of the conversation as taken down* by 
Brother Thoburn.

Q. What induced you in the first placo to 
become a devotee ?

A. I became a devotee for the sake o f being 
a devotee.

Q. But why ? What profit did you expect %
A. A  devotee’s profit of course.
Q. But what is a devotee’s ? Tell me, and 

if it is right and profitable, I’ll become a devo
tee too]

A. No, no, sahib! Rule on [he mistook 
him for an Englishman] as you are ruling. 
You arc at your work, don’ t leave it. 1 have



M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E . 43
a hard life. Sometimes people are kind and 
feed me, and sometimes I go three days hun
gry. Don’t think o f being a devotee.

Q. D o you think you will ever get any real 
profit from this asceticism ?

A . I expect a devotee’s profit both in this 
world and the next.

Q. Is there any religious merit in pain ?
A. Suffering pain is a great work o f merit, 

sahib.
Q. Did you suffer much when you first be

gan to hold up your arm this way ?
A. For two or three months I suffered ex

cessively, but since that time 1 have felt no 
pain in my arm whatever.

Q. Did you bind your arm up till it became 
fixed in that position ?

A. No, I merely held it there. \
Q. How did you sleep ?
A. I lay on it thus.
Stretching himself out on the carpet he 

showed us how, that by lying on his side he 
could keep his arm in such a position that it 
could not be moved without waking him. He 
then went on to say that this penance would 
be finished in one year more, having been un
dertaken at first for the term of twelve years. 
He was confident that this arm would be re
stored, but we all believe it will never obey 
his will again. Again,

Q: What will you do when your penance is 
finished 1

A. Finished ! This will be finished, but my 
work is a great one. My next work will be 
that of standing. For twelve years I shall 
never sit or lie down. My feet will become 
swollen and suffer much pain.

Q. But how will you sleep ?
A . I will recline forward with my breast on 

a swinging pillow, but my feet will remain on 
the ground.

Q. And when these twelve years are finish
ed, what will you do next ?

A. I may not be living. I don’t know what 
1 may do next.

Wishing»to ascertain what were his ideas of 
morality, he was questioned on the following 
points comprised in the decalogue:

Q. Is there any God except the Supreme 
Spirit ?

A. N o ; but that Spirit is everything, and 
everything is that Spirit.

Q. Do you iaev«r swear 3
A. I swear by my priest and by the Ganges.
Q  Do you keep any day holy unto the 

Lord?
A . I keep certain days in the year, but not 

■one every week.
Q. Jttow do you treat your parents ?
A . I  have ao-thing to do with them; I left 

them when I left the world.; however, when I 
meet them I treat them welL

Q. Is it a sin to kill 3
A . Y es; whether man, or beast, or insect. 

It is a sin to take life.
Q. Are adultery and licentiousness sinful ?
A . They are vile sins, sahib.
Q. Is it right to steal ?
A . O, sahib, why ask me that? Can I 

¡think it right to steal ?
Q. Is it wrong to tell lies ?
A . A  great sin, sahib.
Q. Is it  wrong to covet anything that be

longs to another 1
A . It is wrong to,covet it, whether it belongs 

to any one or not. This world is, and we 
should not desire any thing in it.

Q. Now think a little. You trust in Shiva, 
and yet he did every one o f these things which 
you say are wrong. How can you trust in 
him ?

A . I know, sahib, he did all you say.
Q. Then why follow a wicked god 1

A . Sahib, when my religious teacher blew 
in my ears (an initiatory ceremony) he told 
me to do so.

Q, Is caste right?
A. There is no difference in men with God, 

he rewards all according to their works.
Q. After death, what then; where will 

you go ?
A . My body will not be burned; I shall be 

buried in a sitting posture; shall be a fakir. 
In eternity I shall sit listless, without thought.

Q. W ill you be born again ?
A . That remains to be seen; I don’t know.
Brother Thoburn then left his seat and sat 

down on the carpet opposite to him, and began 
to talk to him o f the utter worthlessness o f his 
works o f merit. He told him his body need 
give him no concern, that sin dwelt in the 
heart, and that his heart was sinful that very 
moment. He looked, and interrupting him 
quickly, said:

A. Do you say that /a m  a sinner, sahib?
Q. Yes, and I too, and every body in the 

world j God teaches that
A . But I do no sin ; 1 am not a sinner.
Q. God knows your heart and mine. There 

is a day coming when we all shall stand before 
him. The living and the dead will be there, and 
God will judge all men, rich and poor, black 
and white, Brahmin and Sudra, prince and 
peasant. God will see the hearts o f  men, and 
none but the pure in heart shall see his face. 
No one who is a sinner —

A . Sahib, "I don’t want to hear any more. 
I have nothing to do with this judgment, nor 
with any o f these things o f which you speak. 
With your permission I will leave now.

Q. What, you are not angry ?
A. Angry I Sahib, I never get angry.
Q. But I am speaking kindly to you.
A. Yea, the word is very good. Please let 

me go.
W e gave him two rupees, (half dollars,) and 

dismissed him kindly. Some of our party 
thought it was religious conviction which made 
him so uneasy. But I cannot say. I felt such 
a disgust for such a system o f religion, and so 
much pity for the poor man, I could only hope 
it was the case, and that the few words of truth 
given him, perhaps for the first time in his 
life, might be sealed upon his heart, and result 
in his eternal salvation, for which let every 
lover of the Lord and Saviour earnestly pray.

F R A N C E .
We are indebted to the Advocate and to 

Evangelical Christendom, for the following in
formation :

The F r e n c h  C o n f e r e n c e  held its session 
this year at Anduze, a town o f about six thou
sand inhabitants, thirty-five miles north of 
Nimes. More than two thirds of the popula
tion are Protestants. The Rev. J. P. Cook 
says : “ Anduze was first visited by Methodist 
preachers forty years ago, and preaching was 
continued unmolested until 1854, when sud
denly our preaching-room was closed by the 
commissary o f police and three gendarmes. It 
took us two years to obtain redress and per
mission to meet freely. Since then Method
ism has made good progress, and last year a 
neat chapel was built, with a convenient galle
ry. It will seat some four hundred people, 
and was filled to overflowing at our ordination 
and other services.”

The Rev. James Hocart presided during the 
session, which lasted from die 22d to the 30th 
o f June. Eighteen ordained ministers were 
present, which is more than have attended any 
previous conference. One preacher had died

during the year, and one was received on trial, 
leaving the number unchanged.

The statistics reported were :

Chapols and other preaohing-plaoce  184
Ministers............................................  88
Colporteurs and school-teachers........... 16
Local preachers........................................... 91
Church moinbers ................................  1,699
Ditto, on probation.............................  169
Day-Bohools.............................     ?
Day-scholars................................................  jfil
Sunday-schools......................    41
Teachers.............................................  S'j'i
Bunday-ßcholars......................................... 1,951
Average o f hearers.....................................  9,»86

These numbers show an increase o f two 
local preachers, forty-one members, one day- 
school, four Sunday-schools, and ninety-two 
scholars.

The collections for all the connectional funds 
were increased ; but there would have been a 
very large deficiency in the fund for tho sup
port o f the ministry, had it not boen for the 
ten thousand dollars raised in America last fall 
by Mr. Cook; and there are still calls for 
preachers, which for want of means cannot bo 
answered.

Since last conference tho chapel at Nyons 
has been bought and paid for, and the chapols 
at Anduze, Bourdeaux, and Joinville have been 
finished. The grant from the British Jubilee 
Fund has been appropriated to erect memorial 
chapels in Paris, in Lausanne, and in Nimes, 
and to form a Chapel Loan Fund, without in
terest, which will greatly relieve some o f the 
chapels which are burdened with debt.

Day-schools are greatly needed in those 
stations where Methodists aro alone in the 
midst o f a Roman Catholio poplation. Grants 
were made for the opening of two such schools 
in the Haute Marne. It is hoped that the 
Young Men’s Collegiate Institution, resolved 
upon last year to be organized at Nimes, will 
be in operation before the end o f the year, un
der the direction o f Pastor Paul Cook, who is 
only waiting for the necessary government au
thorization.

For the convenience o f the work, and 
chiefly to lesson the amount o f traveling ex
penses, a third district was formed, emlniu ing 
Switzerland and tho circuits east of the Rhone.

The public meetings held during the session 
were very successful. The chapel, filled every 
evening with attentive hearers, and two open- 
air meetings, held in the country, under im
mense chestnut-trees, will long be remembered 
by the hundreds who had the privilege of 
being present.

C e n t r a l  E v a n g e l iz a t io n  S o c i e t y .— I will, 
in concluding this letter, say a few words 
respecting the interesting report o f the Central 
Evangelization Society, This is a species of 
home mission. It takes measures, and em
ploys agents, for preaching the Gospel to 
the scattered Protestants, and forming new 
Churches. This institution has existed for near
ly twenty years, and is continually growing ; a 
proof that it corresponds to a real existing 
want. According to its last report, it has now 
at work forty-eight pastors, five itinerant 
preachers, eight evangelists, seventeen school
masters, and other agents, who labor in the 
different provinces of France. The committee 
have expended, during the past year, more 
than 198,000 francs, a considerable sum for 
our French Church. This is a good and in
valuable work. The Gospel must be known 
by its fruits, and it will then not have much 
to fear from its adversaries. Let us be men 
o f prayer, of zeal, and o f activity. Let us 
preach the good news of salvation to all, and 
the Father of mercies will certainly bless our 
pious efforts.— Evangelical Christendom.
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N EW  YORK, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 18G6.

Basle (Sw itzerland) E v a n g e lica l M is
sionary Society.— This is probably the oldest 
Protestant Missionary Seminary in Europe. 
Fifty years ago, six Christian gentlemen in Basle 
joined together to found a seminary in which 
young men, who felt that they were called to de
vote, themselves to the missionary work abroad 
among heathen people, or at home among 
neglected populations, might prepare them
selves for their work. It was not intended at 
first that the society should found and sustain 
missions o f its own, but rather aid the devoted 
young men to prepare for their work, and then 
to place them under the orders and in the serv
ice o f  some existing active evangelical mission
ary society. But in process o f  time the opinion 
prevailed that the society would do well to 
found and sustain missions o f its own. In pur
suance o f  this conviction it has founded three 
principal missions: one in South Western 
India, one in Western Africa, and one in 
China. There are now employed in these 
missions ninety-one brethren and fifty-five sis
ters. The whole number o f  missionaries seut, 
out by this society since 1816 is about four 
hundred and sixty, o f  which one hundred have 
passed into the ranks o f British Missionary 
Societies. This will probably explain why the 
society receives so large a support from British 
Christians.

For admission, young men are required to 
give satisfactory evidence o f deep personal 
piety, o f special devotion to the missionary 
cause, and of being wholly disengaged from 
worldly affairs and personal obligations. They 
are to have no other desire or aim than to 
serve God in his Church by devoting them
selves unreservedly to missionary work. 
Upon admission, the young candidate for a 
missionary life becomes chargeable to the in
stitution for all his wants. Even if he is rich 
he is not to be, in any degree,- at the expense o f 
his subsistence, clothing, or education. He is 
“  separated unto the Gospel o f God,”  and con
secrated to this special work.

The course o f study runs through six years, 
and comprehends Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and 
English expressly, together with ordinary 
theological studies, and studies practical in the 
missionary work. The number o f students 
in the institution average eighty annually, who 
are divided into six classes, numbered accord
ing to the number o f years they have been in 
the seminary. Classes one and two form di
vision or household number one ; classes three 
and four constitute division or household num
ber tw o; classes five and six make the third

division or household. Each o f these divisions 
or households is under the special religious 
oversight o f a house-father, and constitutes a 
family, which has its own section o f the mag
nificent building occupied by the society. In 
its proper section are the study-rooms, lecture- 
rooms, dormitories, and apartments o f the 
house-father. They all sit down together at 
table, but the provisions for the house-father 
and his family are furnished from a different 
kitchen than that from which the students is 
furnished. As I walked through the magnifi
cent building and the large and well-cultivated 
grounds, I scarcely heard a foot-fall, or a word 
spoken, except on occasion o f our approach or 
presence. And yet there are hours o f recrea
tion, in which the young men work in the. 
flower and vegetable gardens, and in the little 
vineyards which adorn the large grounds 
around the seminary, and in which they may 
go into the city at their pleasure. But their 
time is regulated strictly in regard to ail their 
conduct and studies.

It is an essential condition o f admission, 
that the student shall serve under the direction 
o f the society, and consecrate himself for life, 
and without reserve, to the mission work. If 
he go abroad he may not return without ex
press permission, except in a case o f extrem
ity involving life and death, in the judgment 
of the two principal officers o f the mission, the 
president and the treasurer. In this case they 
may send him home.

I found in this Basle Missionary Seminary 
the realization o f an idea 1 had often entertain
ed in regard to the children o f missionaries in 
foreign lands. What is best to be done with 
them is a grave problem. The answer o f this 
Basle Missionary Society is, they belong to us, 
and we require them to ba sent home after 
they are three years old, and committed to our 
care, to be educated at our expense until they 
are fifteen years old, when we will aid them 
to go out into the world to battle for life. To 
accomplish this end there are two separate 
buildings on the seminary grounds, the one for 
boys and the other for girls. The one for 
girls has twenty-six inmates, who, with the 
house-mother, constitute^ a family ; and in the 
one for the boys are twenty-eight inmates, who, 
with the house-father, constitute a family. 
These youths áre instructed by their own 
proper teachers, in their own houses respect
ively. 1 asked the director o f the seminary, 
Dr. Josenhans, whether these children o f 
missionaries did well in the world upon the 
whole 1 and he replied, “  The boys, n o ; the 
girls, yes.”  I asked, W hy not the boys ? He 
replied, he could not tell, unless it arose from 
their having, heretofore, been sent to the public 
schools of the city, in which they were not 
taught religion. But he said he now hoped 
better things, as they were taught by teachers

o f their own in their own buildings, and accord
ing to the judgment and wishes o f the semina
ry direction.

I was exceedingly interested in this ex
periment, as my own thoughts had taken some
what this direction in answering the question, 
“  What ought to be done with the children 
o f our missionaries in foreign work?” One 
answer is given by the Basle Seminary. It 
seems to me, the only other answer is, grant 
the missionary parents reasonable aid to be 
used by the friends o f the missionary parents in 
educating their children at home. In this case 
they would remain under the general direction 
of their parents, through the agency o f their 
friends. In the case o f the Basle Society, the 
parents yield up all control to the society, 
and the children beoome the wards o f the 
Missionary Society.

The society derives its funds from the vol
untary contributions o f its friends in Germany, 
Switzerland, and the British isles. No partic
ular Church or association o f Churches is 
pledged to its support. And yet it seems not to 
lack support. It lives upon its success in its 
great work.

The Basle Missionary Society is tbe only 
one that I have known of that has succeeded 
in combining mechanical, manufacturing, and 
trade pursuits with the missionary work prop
er. It seems to have solved what heretofore 
has been a doubtful question.. It has long been 
desirable to have a Christian social life spring 
up and grow with the fruits o f an evangelical 
preaching o f the Gospel ; but attempts have 
heretofore failed when tried by missions. The 
Basle Missionary Society gives some aid and 
much encouragement to truly Christian me
chanics and merchants, and these have succeed
ed, especially in their mission on the west 
coast o f Africa, in opening successful business 
with the native populations. And yet they 
conduct their business on strictly Christian 
principles ; refusing to buy or sell what it is 
not proper a Christian tradesman should buy 
and sell. It seems to me the great problem 
is yet to be solved, namely, How shall the 
wealth o f this world, which belongs to God, 
be freely acquired and distributed by Chris
tians for the promotion o f the kingdom of 
God among men? The solution must include 
the freedom of the Christian merchant or 
tradesman in the prosecution o f their business, 
and in the distribution o f its profits ; and the 
freedom o f the Church in the exercise o f her 
spiritual functions, uninfluenced by the contri
butions o f wealth. Wealth must be free with
in its own sphere, and the Church must be 
free within her sphere; and these two free
doms must spring up and grow together, pro
ducing a perfect Christian civilization, to which 
wealth must give form, and religion give life 
and power. The principles and administration



M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E . 45
o f the Basle Missionary Society have suggested 
these thoughts.

The young men in the seminary find em
ployment in the sixty or seventy villages 
around Basle, in the Sunday-schools and 
prayer-meetings, and occasional aid to the 
pastors as they may need. They serve under 
the direction o f the principal o f the seminary. 
How important is it that the director be an 
evangelical man. Cor. Sec.

O B I T U A R I E S .
M r . W . A. Cox, for seventeen years a 

member of the Board o f Managers of the Mis
sionary Society, departed this life on the 
morning o f August 4. This good man, “ al
ways even, always mild,”  was ever, in the 
board and in his Church as a member o f the 
Missionary Committee, a devoted friend to the 
cause. W e are admonished by noticing that 
of the nine officers of the board who were in 
the service when Brother Cox was elected, but 
two are now living ; and o f the thirty-two lay
men who were elected with him, at least twelve 
have departed this life.

Mr. F r a n c i s  H a l l , one o f the managers, 
and long a vice-president o f the Missionary 
Society o f the M. E. Church, departed this 
life on Saturday evening, August 11, in the 
eighty-second year o f his age. At the organi
zation of our Society, in the Forsyth-street 
Church, in the city o f New York, on the even
ing o f April 5, 1819, he was chosen clerk of 
the society, and filled that office for twenty-five 
years. He was the first layman in our Church 
ever elected to the office o f vice-president of 
the Missionary Society, and sustained that re
lation up to the time of his decease. The 
fidelity with which he was found in his place 
in the board was the least o f the invaluable 
service which he rendered the society through 
a period of forty-seven years. A  man of un
sullied fame in the secular and religious world, 
it was impossible to prevent his name from 
being a tower o f strength in such an association 
as that of our Missionary Society, which he 
lived to see increase in its resources, from 
$823 04 the first year, to $642,740 67 during 
the last year, 1865. Its expenditures for the 
first twelve months o f his connection were less 
than $500, and for the first six months o f this 
current year were more than $500,000! He 
has been greatly beloved in all his Church re
lations, and in consequence o f his diligence and 
fidelity, particularly in the missionary cause, 

* his name has been long known wherever the 
people called Methodists are known. “  He 
was a burning and a shining light,”  and con
tributed to the measure o f his ability in every 
way to spread the mission work all over these 
states and territories, as also into every for
eign field which we occupy. He has been the 
chairman o f our Committee on the Missions

in India and Turkey from their commence
ment. He was also one o f the original cor
porators o f the North River Bethel Society, for 
the preaching o f the Gospel among Scandina
vian seamen and residents, a mission origin
ating under the patronage of the Parent Board, 
and lived to see it spread its labors into all 
the Scandinavian territories and upon every 
sea in the world. He was, at the time of his 
decease, one o f the only three of the original 
members o f the Board remaining in its service. 
W e have as a society a rich inheritance in his 
name and services, and can desire nothing bet
ter for ourselves and his surviving associates 
in this great work, than the happiness o f being 
found as he was, “  faithful unto death.”

A F R I C A .
W e have a letter from the Principal of our 

Academy at Cape Palmas, Brother Tuning, in 
which he says, under date o f June 14: “  We 
are having an increase in the school. We 
have forty attendants.”  Our brother who 
teaches a school in the interior writes of its 
encouraging progress: “  All the pupils were 
wild children, unacquaiuted with civilization. 
We have before us an extensive field, a great 
harvest, and very few laborers. ”

Q ERM AN Y AND FRANCE.
D r. D u r b i n  writes from Paris, under date 

of July 30 :
“ W e have decided to commence our Ger

man mission in Paris, in the quarter near the 
Arch o f Triumph, where there arc a goodly num
ber o f Germans, and no mission among them. 
It is in the neighborhood o f the two places in 
which our French Methodist brethren preach, 
and they have kindly offered the use of their 
two halls once a day to make a beginning. 
The Germans in Paris number seventy thou
sand, o f which one third may be said to be 
residents ; the other two thirds floating popu
lation, here only for a season, as journeymen 
mechanics, students, etc. They are not settled 
in quarters, as in New York and Cincinnati, 
but are pretty much scattered over the city. 
And yet they are settled together in some de
gree. The Lutherans, chiefly from Prussia, 
are in occupation o f most o f the portions of the 
city where Germans may be said to dwell. 
They are missionaries from Germany, and are 
generally, perhaps all o f them, evangelical 
men. They have twenty-one ordained mis
sionaries, besides lay helpers, and they have 
ten places for public worship. Their Church 
organization is complete after the Lutheran 
model. There were eight hundred children 
baptized in their missions in Paris last year. 
This indicates quite a population under their 
influence. W e called on Rev. Mr. Meyer, 
their chief minister, and explained to him our 
projected mission, and learned from him the 
extent and condition o f the Lutheran Missions 
in Paris. He received us kindly, but express
ed himself cautiously. Time will determine

the relations and feelings between the Luther
ans and the Gorman Methodist Mission in 
Paris.”

R e v . D r . W a r r e n .— This missionary la
borer, lately connected with our Mission Insti
tute at Bremen, Germany, arrived, with his 
family, in the steamer Hermann, on Saturday, 
July 21, just in time to go forward to his do* 
tiued home in New England.

B U L G A R I A .
R ev. A. L. L ong.— Wo are happy to an

nounce this missionary as now at his post at 
the American Bible Society House, superin
tending the printing of the New Tost ament in 
the ancient Slavic and Bulgarian languages.

R e v . F .  W. F l o c ic e n .— In his late letter 
from Tulteha, Brother Floekeu refers to his 
late visit to the German Mission Conference in 
these words : “ The joy an4 gladness which I 
felt in being permitted to meot again in con
ference after a lapse o f eight years I cannot 
express, and the love and kindness manifested 
by all the brethren, but more especially by 
those who had once labored in America, caused 
me to think o f that meeting in heaven for 
which we try to be fitted ourselves, and for 
which also we try to fit others by the grace of 
God. To see our beloved Dr. Durbin, so re
cently from the United States, brought at once 
to our mind hundreds o f blessings which we 
enjoyed while there. You will no doubt see 
several reports on the doings o f this German 
Mission Conference. I must say it was a 
blessed one to me. Members and friends of 
our mission attended the religious meetings of 
the session in hundreds.”

J o h n  B u n y a n .— We have a perfect curiosi
ty in a book received at the Mission Rooms, 
of which we should never know a word, so far 
as its contents are concerned, were it not for 
the following, which we find written on the 
fly-leaf by Rev. Albert L. Long, dated Con
stantinople, March, 1866 :

Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, translated into 
the Bulgarian language, and published for the 
Bulgarian Mission of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.

This is a neatly gotten-up 16mo. of two 
hundred and fifteen pages, creditable to all con
cerned in putting it before the world of letters.

S C A N D I N A V I A .
C o p e n h a g e n .— W e are advised o f a largo 

increase in the number o f attendants at the 
Sunday-school connected with our Church in 
Copenhagen.

G o t t e n b e r g , S w e d e n .— A  new mission has 
been opened in this city.

G o t l a n d .-—From a brother recently arriv
ed, who was connected with our mission under 
Brother Cederholm in Gotland, we learn o f the 
encouraging progress o f that mission.

An incident of. a novel character occur
red in this mission but a short time since. 
The child o f Brother Cederholm died, and tho 
clergymen of the parish expected, according
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to the custom o f the country, to attend the fu
neral and perform the religious services o f the 
occasion. Our missionary respectfully and 
kindly declined any such service, saying, as he 
was a minister himself he would perform all 
the services in the manner and form o f the 
Christian communion o f winch he was a mis
sionary. As this was a new thing in those 
parts, great numbers, hundreds, it is said, as
sembled about the house and at the place o f 
interment to witness the proceedings. After 
depositing the body, Brother Cederholm took 
a position on a tomb or other elevation, and 
discoursed to the multitude on Jesus and the 
resurrection, with an earnestness and unction 
that moved the great mass to tears, and made 
the most favorable impression for the form of 
faith which he was sent to minister.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
O r d in a t io n  o f  a  M is s io n a r y .— The ordi

nation o f Rev. John Francis Thomson, a mis
sionary for South America, to the offices of 
deacon and elder in the Church o f God, was 
an event, in many aspects, o f more than ordi
nary interest. The missionary himself was a 
member of our Sunday-school in Buenos Ayres, 
and was “ born again”  during the “ week o f 
prayer,”  seven years ago. Being prepared 
for college under the care o f our missionary, 
Rev. Dr. Goodfellow, he came to this country 
(to the states) four years ago and entered the 
Ohio Wesleyan University, graduating the 
présent season. His wife is the niece of Rev. 
Dr. Goodfellow. Bishop Janes ordained him 
on Friday evening, August 3, in the Bedford- 
street Church, in the presence of a large audi
ence. The bishop was assisted by Father 
Boehm, Drs. Holdich, Sewall, and E. O. Ha
ven, Rev. Charles Fletcher, W . P. Corbit, L. 
S. Weed, A . K. Sanford, Thomas B. Smith, A. 
L. Long, missionary from Bulgaria, and Rev. 
Brother De Puy, o f the Advocate. The serv
ices were opened with the reading of the Scrip
tures, singing, and prayer by Dr. Sewall. The 
missionary, by request of the bishop, gave to 
the congregation an account o f his conversion 
and call to the ministry. This was done in a 
maimer which must have impressed the audi
ence that a true man was about to enter the 
field. Rev. Dr. Haven followed with a brief 
and forceful address in his usual felicitous 
style, and was followed by Brother Phillips in 
the execution o f that matchless piece o f music 
set to the words o f “  Our Mission.”

Rev. Brother Long, from Bulgaria, then 
presented Brother Thomson to the bishop to 
be ordained a deacon. Father Boehm present
ed the deacon for elder’s orders, and at the 
conclusion o f  the ordination Brother Phillips 
sang a missionary piece with the chorus, 
“  Shall we meet you all there.”  Among items 
o f interest which arrested our attention was the 
presence o f Mr. Van Blarcom, superintendent 
o f the Sunday-school in Buenos Ayres in the 
days o f Brother Thomson. • This gentleman is 
also the brother-in-law of Rev. Dr. Lore, our 
former missionary in South America. Two of 
Brother Thomson’s college mates were present,

both grandsons o f Father Boehm; and last, 
though not least, the wives o f more o f our 
preachers than usual were present on this oc-. 
casion. After the benediction the congrega
tion very generally came forward to greet the 
missionary and his wife, and to bid them fare
well. The time of the sailing o f the “ White. 
Wing ”  was delayed until Monday afternoon, 
thus affording Brother and Sister Thomson an 
opportunity to hear both Doctors Sewall and 
Haven, and to visit the Sands-street Sunday- 
school and Church, where, with Rev. Brother 
Fletcher, they enjoyed their last communion 
season in the states.

G L E A N I N G - S .
In P e r i l s  a m o n g  t h e  H e a t h e n .— W e 

give an instance o f what some o f Jesus Christ’s 
missionary servants meet with from wicked 
men, who oppose themselves to all that is 
called God. The seen© o f this event was in 
South Africa.

On Monday, the 19th o f March, Mr. Fre- 
doux left Motito on a pastoral visit to Morok- 
wain. On Tuesday night a trader named 
Nelson arrived at Motito, and there falling in 
with a couple o f men o f the same stamp from 
the Transvaal country, he obtained brandy 
from them, and becoming more or less intoxi
cated, conducted himself in the most shameful 
manner on the station, so much so that he was 
instantly ordered off by the natives. With the 
utmost barefacedness and audacity he proceed
ed to Morokwain, whither Mr. Fredoux had 
gone. He had already heard, by a ' dispatch, 
of Nelson’s conduct, and felt it his duty to de
mand he should at once return with him to 
Motito or Kuruman to be judged. Finding 
Nelson unwilling, he sought the assistance of 
the chief man of the place to compel him to do 
so. Mr. Fredoux, with a number o f people, 
went to Nelson’s wagon, for the purpose o f in
sisting on his going; and he, finding that re
sistance was useless, waited till Mr. Fredoux 
came near the wagon, when he ignited about 
one hundred and seventy-five pounds o f gun
powder. Nelson himself was blown to atoms, 
while Mr. Fredoux and several of the natives 
(the number is uncertain) lay like a heap of 
cinders on the ground behind where the wagon 
had stood, his boots being all by which Mr. 
Fredoux could be distinguished from the 
natives beside him.

Thus perished a servant of God, beloved and 
valued alike by his brethren in the mission 
field, and by the natives whose privilege it was 
to be watched over by him, and to be taught 
the way to that home to which he himself has 
been so suddenly and -unexpectedly taken.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
O b i t u a r y .— Rarely have we given to our 

missionary columns an item of more concern to 
us and our cause than the following from our 
beloved Brother Boynton, who is the super
intendent o f our Indian Missions in the vicinity 
o f Lake Michigan:

R e v . P e t e r  G r e e n s k y  died in Sun Sun 
Lake, Omett County, Michigan, April 8, aged 
59. The deceased was among the first Indians 
converted under the labors o f Rev. John Sun
day in the Lake Superior country, in 1833. 
He received his first license to preach Sep
tember 21, 1844. Subsequently he was em

ployed as an interpreter to Rev. Mr. Daugh
erty, o f  the Presbyterian Board, for several 
years. June 18, 1859, he was again licensed 
as a local preacher in the M. E. Church. Dur
ing the following conference year he was 
employed by the presiding elder (Rev. Salmon 
Stell) on the Pine River Indian Mission. At 
the session o f the Michigan Conference held in 
September, 1860, he was received on trial in 
the traveling connection, and was appointed to 
Pine River Mission. In 1861 he was appoint
ed junior preacher on the Isabella Indian Mis
sion. In 1862 he was admitted into full 
connection in the conference and ordained dea
con by Bishop Scott. For the two years fol
lowing he was in charge o f the Oceana Indian 
Mission. In 1864 he was again appointed in 
charge o f the Pine River Indian Mission. In 
1865 he was ordained elder by Bishop Ames, 
and returned to Pine River. He was attacked 
in November with what was supposed to be 
inflammatory rheumatism. He suffered ex
ceedingly during the entire winter. About 
the first of March his disease assumed the 
form o f quick consumption, and he gradually 
sank away until Sabbath morning at half past 
ten o’clock, April 8, when he fell asleep in 
Jesus. He was triumphantly happy during 
his many months o f suffering. As he drew 
near the closing scene his prospects of heaven 
grew brighter and brighter. Just before he 
breathed his last, aroused as if by a shout o f 
angels, he cried out, “  Blessed are the peace
makers, for they shall be called the children 
o f God. Come ye sinners— ” and his voice 
was hushed in death. Brother Greensky was 
a strong preacher, a faithful pastor, a rigid dis
ciplinarian, and a man o f great influence. He 
was a powerful man in argument, and hence in 
council among his people he was generally the 
ruling spirit. This contributed much to his 
influence as a missionary. The Indians in 
Northern Michigan are greatly indebted to 
him, under God, for their status o f intelligence, 
civilization, and piety. As a student Brother 
Greensky was a model. A  given amount of 
his time was sacred to study. In those hours 
he did not read merely, but he studied. He 
became well versed in history, both sacred and 
profane. He was a good theologian, and I 
never saw any other Indian who was as well 
acquainted with English grammar. He had 
collected a library which would be an honor to 
any man. In his library I found the complete 
works of Clarke, Wesley, Fletcher, and Wat
son ; and in his preaching he gave evidence 
that these authors had been well studied. In 
short he was a noble specimen of a Christian 
gentleman and minister. His death is a great 
loss to our Indian missions, but we realize 
that our loss is his eternal gain. J. B o y n t o n .

G r e e n  B a y , W is c o n s in .— Rev. A. H. W a l 

ter gives the following account o f his visit to 
the Oneida Indian Mission in the mouth of 
June last:

The mission farm, parsonage, and church, 
have all been in use for quite a number of 
years, and are in as good condition as could be 
expected.

There are said to be over a thousand souls 
occupying this reservation.

The land is rich in soil, good timber; ex- - 
tent six by twelve miles.

Many comfortable farm-houses and well- 
cultivated lands are seen in passing through 
“  the settlement.”

The Episcopalians have a mission here of 
long standing, a good church and school-house. 
The prayer book is in the Indian language. 
This mission is about three miles from the 
Methodist Mission. It is o f the latter only I 
wish to write.
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Some of our best men have occupied this 

mission field. Dr. Poe, o f the Western Book 
Concern, many years ago was here, and is re
membered by the Indians. But what o f June 
3d 1 The love-feast; all restraint was thrown 
off, the time was all occupied, the speaking 
was earnest, the singing perfectly charming, the 
shouting a little tornado.

At the close o f the love-feast the ceremony 
o f reception into full connection was to the 
visitors a scene o f great interest, conducted by 
the pastor through an interpreter.

Your correspondent had long desired an op
portunity of breaking the “  bread of life ”  to 
the poor Indians. Through the able interpret
er he was enabled so to preach as to warm his 
own heart. The attention was marked, and a 
deep feeling seemed to pervade the large 
audience. God was in the midst o f his people.

At the close o f the sermon the annual mis
sionary collection and subscription was taken, 
amounting to over thirty dollars, an advance 
over last year.

“ The holy communion”  was one o f the 
most deeply solemn, joyous, and interesting 
eucharistical feasts we ever enjoyed. .The 
meeting continued from ten A. M. until three 
P. M., and some of the congregation expressed 
much dissatisfaction to the pastor that the 
meeting closed so soon, and said the next time 
the “  Green Bay preacher came to the mission ”  
they would not be cheated out o f the privilege 
of shaking hands with him at the altar. The 
custom is, when a stranger ministers to them, 
the whole congregation pass in front o f the 
altar and shake hands with him, at the same 
time singing some of their songs, which end 
in shouts of praise to God.

The third o f June will long be remembered 
by us.

Brother and Sister Howe, the present occu
pants of the mission, seem to have the full con
fidence and warmest affection o f these people. 
They are both happy in and admirably adapted 
to this interesting though difficult field o f labor. 
The past year has been one of success; con
gregations large, conversions frequent and 
clear.

May God abundantly bless thus all our 
missions and missionaries among the “  natives 
o f the land!”

FOREIGN POPULATIONS.

S c a n d in a v ia n . — Rev. N. O. Westergreen 
writes from Chicago in August:

T h e  S c a n d in a v ia n  W o r k  in  C h ic a g o .—  
This work is somewhat like that of New York, 
fluctuating; the exact number o f members 
cannot therefore be determined by the increase. 
Very few of the first members that formed the 
society twelve years ago are now with us ; the 
rest are gone, but we hope not lost. About 
seventy have joined with us by letter and on 
probation since last conference. W e  have 
now started a Sabbath-school in the morning 
at nine o’clock, in the church on the west side, 
which seems to be prosperous. Average at
tendance in both Sabbath-schools from two 
hundred to two hundred and fifty. Most o f 
our meetings are well attended, as much as 
might be expected in the warm summer months, 
when also a good many o f our brethren are on 
the lakes.

The religious condition is, I think, on the 
average, good. W e have sometimes very good 
prayer-meetings. There is one held every 
Sunday morning at nine o’clock, which I be
lieve is not in vain for the preacher when he 
comes to deliver his sermon. We have all 
found, I trust, it is easy to preach to a praying 
people. We intend to join with the Ameri

cans in their camp-meeting for Chicago, which 
commences the 22d o f this month. It proved 
to be a blessing for our Church last year, may 
it be so this year also. W e are looking for it. 
May we not be disappointed. W ill you pray 
for us ?

I am sorry that two important meetings that 
I ought to have attended will come off about 
the same time, namely, the Norwegian Minis
terial Meeting o f Wisconsin, and our Swedish 
camp-meeting near Andover, Illinois; but I feel 
myself in duty bound to stay at my charge.

Here is a great deal to do, entirely too 
much for one man to do justice to his pastoral 
work, etc. Brother Witting, who is appointed 
my assistant, has his hands full with the paper, 
centenary meetings, etc., so that 1 cannot count 
on any pastoral help from him; neither is 
he in duty bound to it, as the bishop, who 
no doubt knew how his time would be occupied, 
told him at our last conference, that it was only 
expected he should edit the Swedish paper, and 
preach on Sundays, and that would be all.

The emigration this year has been very 
large. Thousands o f Scandinavian emigrants 
have already come to Chicago, some o f them 
in a very destitute condition. This has not 
only caused extra work for the preachers, but 
extra expenses for the benevolent; and I dare 
to say that our Church is fairly represented, as 
having borne a good share in the burdens, and 
will no doubt do so hereafter. I can truly 
say our people here are a working people in 
every sense.

My health is rather poor at present, and if 
it fails me thus till next conference I do not 
know what to do, though I am not very willing 
to locate. I hope, however; if the Lord has 
something for me to do, he will strengthen me 
for the work.

W e need one man more in Chioago. A 
good Norwegian brother, to labor among the 
thousands of his country people, would be very 
acceptable, if  we only knew where to find him.

Whether it would be best to make two sep
arate charges I do not know; perhaps if we 
had one man more who could help me a little 
in pastoral work, we might still keep the work 
together for a while; but if that cannot be 
done, I wish it might be made into two charges, 
for it is rather too mnch for one man to 
do justice to the work. Doors are opened for 
us in other places about here could we only 
furnish the laborers. It is hard to let the op
portunities pass by, but what shall wo do. We 
can truly say, “  The harvest is great and the 
laborers are few.”  It looks rather dark to get 
men to supply all the places next year, but I 
hope the Lord will provide.

Never was there a more apparent need for 
a Scandinavian school o f learning to educate 
young men who feel themselves called to the 
ministry than there is now. Most o f our 
people begin to see it, and I hope our Ameri
can friends also see it, and will try to help us 
to establish one.

Hoping that you carry the missions on 
your heart, like formerly the high priest did 
the children o f Israel, we trust our Scandina
vian work will be remembered in your prayers.

THIRD CLASS OF MISSIONS.
M id d l e  T e n n e s s e e  M is s io n  D i s t r ic t .—  

The report o f Rev. A. A. Gee, superintendent, 
for the quarter ending June 30, shows a net in
crease o f 205 white and 590 colored members, 
making a total increase for the quarter o f 795. 
The entire membership is 1,626. The Sunday- 
school statistics show 1,576 scholars, being au 
increase o f 899 during the quarter. Five new

societies have been organized during the quar
ter. Tho Sunday-school o f Clark Chapel in 
Nashville enrolls 554, with an average attend
ance of 340. The day-school has enrolled 
751, with an average attendance of 360. There 
are now in this field 17 white and 6 colored 
preachers.

W e s t  G e o r g ia  a n d  A l a b a m a  M is s io n  
D is t r ic t .—This district was organized by 
Bishop Clark January 24, and has been in
working order only five months. The report 
of Rev. J. F. Chalfant, for the quarter ending 
July 1, is received. It gives the following 
results:

Preachers employed in tho work...............  85
Local preachers................................................. 82
White members............................................. 605
Colored m embers.......................................... 1,583
P robationers....................................................... 14

T ota l................................................................... 2,209

It will be seen that over two thousand mem
bers, and fifty-seven preachers, traveling and 
local, have been gathered in the short space of 
five months. Nearly all the preachers report 
severe persecutions, but great success. They 
are all southern men except two. Among tho 
prominent ministers that have recently come 
to us from the Church South is the Rev. John 
W . Talley, of the Georgia Conference.

T h e  W o r k  in  G e o r g ia  a n d  A l a b a m a  is  
s t il l  g o in g  o n .— Since the first of July, tho 
date of Mr. Chalfant’s report, four new circuits 
have been organized, with some two or three 
hundred white members, and are manned with 
six preachers who have just entered our work.

f  t ir â t »

■iamnt’s Dtprtiiunl.

A  G r e a t  S o r r o w .—There be many of 
them on the sea as well as on the land. Vis
itors at the Mission Rooms have noticed with 
interest a photograph hanging on the walls, in 
which is grouped a captain and his crew who 
all belong to Christ. The captain is the own
er o f the ship, and he acts in the double ca
pacity of captain and chaplain. In tho case of 
the crew, it may be affirmed that they aro all 
prophets, and into whatever port they enter 
they go forth two and two to find in the other 
vessels opportunities for exhortation and 
prayer. The captain’s wife, a godly woman, 
often accompanied him on his voyages, and was 
greatly useful in keeping up the devotions of 
the good, as well as o f winning such as had ha
bitually waited for a more convenient season. 
Recently the captain had left her at home to
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prepare their habitation for a stay he was him
self minded to make, judging that as the voy
age o f life was more than half over he would 
enter port, or cast anchor and go ashore for the 
rest of his days. The good woman was as 
active and devoted on shore as she had been on 
shipboard, holding meetings, in company with 
her pious daughter, either in their own house 
or in the house o f some neighbor, for they 
were preparing the people against the arrival 
o f the husband and father, who purposed the 
erection o f a house of prayer ; a place in which 
he hoped to gather in many stray sheep, and 
guide them to the fold o f the great Shepherd. 
These happy days were not to be realized, as 
they all meditated, for this wife and helper in 
the Gospel took sick in the absence of her hus
band, and languished, longing all the while for 
the coming of her husband, that she might 
“ take good-by ”  ere she crossed o’er the sea, 
the narrow sea o f death. But the Master 
came and called for her, and Mary-like she 
went to meet him, and now has the good part 
that shall not be taken away from her. The 
information o f this great sorrow for the cap
tain came from his daughter to the port of 
New York just after he had set sail; but upon 
his arrival at Liverpool a letter which had 
been sent there also gave him the word. A 
bereaved Christian brother, his case invites 
and will receive the sympathy of the friends 
of Jesus. The daughter writes that the last 
breath of her mother was spent in praise, and 
was just as the case o f the good man whose 
last words were: “  I will praise Him for
ever,”  and, when about to repeat “  ever,” 
passed to where it is—e v e r  !

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
D e l a w a r e  C o n f e r e n c e .— Rev. James Da

vis, the presiding elder o f the Odessa district, 
sends us a report o f the missions under his 
care, from which we gather the following 
items:

I. There are twelve missions.
II. There are forty-two churches, valued at 

$18,000, an average value of $428 each.
III. There are thirty-nine Sunday-schools, 

having an average of forty-four pupils; and 
looking at his figures we fiud there are four
teen scholars to each teacher in the schools.

IV. There are but three missionary societies 
on his district, but the district has yielded 
$152.

Brother Davis says that many o f his people 
are just made free, and do not yet as well un
derstand how to handle themselves in their 
new relation as they will presently. Four of 
their churches have been burned.

Seven circuits on his district are self-sup
porting, and he thinks his district will raise 
the amount of missionary money ($350) as
signed to them by their conference committee.

'A l l e g h a n y  C o l l e g e .— The endowment fund 
of this college amounts to 1150,000.

R o c h e s t e r  U n iv e r s it y .— The president at 
the commencement announced the completion 
o f the $100,000 subscription by the munificent 
gift o f $25,000 by Mr. Tracey H. Harris, of 
New York, and the payment by General John 
F. Rathbone o f his subscription of $25,000 for 
the library: a subscription made in an hour o f 
the university’s great need, and constituting 
equally a memorial o f his munificence and of 
his wisdom.

T h e  W o r k  or a  C o l l e g e .— The whole 
number o f graduates o f Amherst College for 
the forty-five years of its existence has been 
1,681, o f whom 697 have been ministers, and 
70 foreign missionaries.

RECEIPTS OF TREASURER OF 
M ISSIONARY SOCIETY

FOR JULY, 1866.
Walworth, E. Gen. Conf................................... $60 00
Danbury, N. Y. E. Conf................................... 6 25
Win. Goodhart’s Estate, fr. Sarah A . Cochran 29 30
Pultuoyville, E. Gen. Conf., in part...............  15 00
“ E. B ,”  Alexandria, Va................................... 5 00
Hannah Ireland, Now Y ork..............................  50 00
Christ Church, Pittsburgh, Pa.........................  778 61
High-st. Sta., Baltimore, Md., E. Balt. Conf.. 1,015 25
South Fifth-street, B rook lyn ..........................  50 00
Collected by John Ferguson, a lad o f New

Rochelle, one hundred cents........................  1 00
Bank-street Miss. Soc., New Y o r k ................. 402 28
Ravenna, Erie Conf. .........................................  64 00
Estate o f Lemuel Sperry, lato o f Groton,

N. Y ., in part..................................................  220 00
First M. E. Church, Erie, Pa., o f which $161

50 are from the Sunday-school..................... 845 95
Baltimore City St»., additional........................  725 00
Bequest o f Daniel Eldredge, Esq., o f Mystic,

Conn.......................................................................... 125 26
Newfleld, Ona. C on f..........................................  3 60
Hyde Park, Wyoming C on f.............................  8 00
Rose, B. R. Conf.................................................  8 00
Carbondale, Wyoming Conf. ..........................  7 50
Stratford, N. Y. E. C on f................................... 6 00
Courtlandt, N. Y. Conf....................................  10 81
Erie Conference..................................................  567 29
Erie Conference................................................  25 27
Erie Conf. Miss. Soc,.........................................  19,482 61
Mrs. Sophia Jackson.........................................  5 00
Canandaigua, E. Cen. C on f.............................  80 00
“  A  Friend,”  on Pottersville Cir, Troy Conf. 5 00
Trumansburgh, E. Gen. Conf., in part, o f

which $30 are from the S. S. Miss. Soc  48 85
Washingtonville, N. Y. Conf...........................  10 60
Div. on Terre Haute and Richmond R. R.

stock, from the estate o f J. I. Nelson, dec. 24 69
Moscow and Fowlerville, Gen. C on f..............  15 00

Total receipts for July................................ $26,465 65
Total disbursements for July..................... 64,574 88

RECEIPTS B Y  ASSISTANT  
TR EASU R ER
FOR JULY, 1866.

Roseville, Mich., C. Ger. C on f.......................  $2 00
Roberts Chapel, Greencastle, Ind..................... 40 25
D. A . Miller, Hartford, K y................................ 10 00
Bequest o f Michael Nunnemaker, late o f 

Xenia, 0 ., $1,000, less government tax, $60 940 00
Tipton, I o w a ........................................    40 00
Ninth-st., Lafayette, N. W. Ind......................  100 00
Mount Morris...................................................... 80 25
Summcrfield Juv. Miss. Soc., Milwaukee . . . .  24 00
W aterloo, W is.....................................................  11 00
Muscatine, Iowa................   50 00
Anamora, U. Iow a................................. ; ......... 20 00
Rush Creek, R. R...............................................  8 50
Joliet M. E. S. S., R. R......................................  50 00
Rev. S. Bolles, Natchez Miss., Minn. Conf. . .  10 00
Sandwich, R. R...................................................  16 75
Mineral Point...................................................... 25 00
Marshalltown, Iow a...........................................  48 75
Racinc, W is.........................................................  7 82
Portland Ct., Wis. Conf..................................... 5 00
Louisville, N. W. W is......................................... 15 00

Columbus City, Iow a.................. *.................... $128 69
New Berlin Ct., W is........................................... 16 85
Albion M. E. S. S., Mich................................... 85 40
Kanesville, R. R. Conf...................................... 17 28
Trinity M, E. S. S., Chicago, 111...................... 46 25
De Witt, Iow a .................................................... 14 80
Portland Ct., Wis. C o n f.................................. 7 60
Seneca Ct., R. R .................................................. 81 75
Juv. Miss. Soc., Summerfield, Milwaukee.. . . 27 00
Aurora, R. R........................................................ 80 00
J. W . Cherrington, Coolville, O., for Indian

Missions...................................................... 6 00
Avensville, Hl., S. W. G. Conf........................ 6 00
State Line Ct., N. W . Ind................................. 100 00
Chesnut Hill Ct., Ind......................................... 91 00
Bequest o f Miss Anna Fuella, o f Wheeling,

Y a...................................................................... 91 00
Collections at Holston Conf............................... 572 20
D. F. Drake, ret’ d at Hols. Couf., not used.. 199 75
T. H. Peame “  “  “  “  “  “ 86 00
Vermilion, C. G. C on f...................................... 80 00
D. A. Miller, Sen............................................... 20 00
Stephen Jordan, Kendallville, Ind................... 10 00
Wall-st. Ch., Jeffersonville, S. E. Ind............ 150 00
Irville Ct., O. Conf............................................ 55 00
Brookville, Pa..................................................... 6 25
Bequest o f Rev. Frederick Butler, late o f

Xenia, O........................................................... 1,000 00
F. W . H. E lm ore............................................... 5 00
Trenton Ct., Lebanon Dist., So. HI. Conf... 100 00
Warrenton, Mo., S. W . G.................................. 10 00
Remittance from T. Carlton.............................. 6,730 00
Monroe Sta., Cin. Conf...................................... 50 00
Hamilton Sta., Cin. Conf.................................. 50 00
Roberts Chapel, Greencastle, N. W . Ind.

50 00
East Saginaw, Mich............................................ 89 90
Wesley Chapel, Ind. Conf................................ 100 00

Total receipts in J u ly ................................$11,310 44
Total disbursements in July..................... 19,234 75

AGGREGATE OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSE
MENTS FOR 1866.

Receipts by Treasurer from Jan. 1 to Aug.
1, including miscellaneous receipts $879,486 88

Receipts by Ass’ t Treas. from January 1 to 
August 1 ..............................    41,518 42

Total receipts since January 1 ................. 421,005 80

Disbursed by Treasurer up to August 1___ 476,324 71
Disbursed by Ass’ t Treas. up to August 1. 108,829 90

Total disbursements since January 1 . . . .  $585,154 Cl

T H E  M IS S IO N A R Y  A D V O C A T E

Is published on the third Tuesday o f each month by the 

M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  o p  t h e  M e t h o d is t  E p is c o p a l  

C h u r ch .

It is under the editorial supervision o f the 

C o r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c 

r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y .

T erm s.— One copy will be given monthly to each family 
in our Churches throughout the connection, on applica
tion to the respective missionary committees. The ap
plication in every case must be in writing, and must 
set forth that the committee ask for but one copy for 
each family, that they will scrupulously take care of the 
papers and see that they are properly distributed, and 
that they will provide for the postage or freight on the 
same. The missionary committees in the several con
ferences west of Erie and Pittsburgh will make their 
application to Poe & Hitchcock at either Cincinnati or 
Chicago, and the committees in the several conferences 
east o f the Pittsburgh and Erie, but including these 
two conferences, and the conferences of the Pacific, will 
apply to the secretaries at New York. Let each appli
cation state particularly to whose address, and by what 
mode o f conveyance, the papers are to be sent.

P o s t a g e .—The postage is twelve cents a year for 
any number o f copies not exceeding five when sent iu a 
single package to one address, and at this rate for any 
greater number sent in the package, and must in all 
cases be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the post- 
office o f the subscriber.


