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I N D I A .
The following interesting letter from India, 

addressed to Sister Humphrey, wife o f Rev. J. 
L. Humphrey, will be read by the Church 
with much interest. It will be remembered 
that Brother Humphrey was obliged to return 
home on account o f the declining health o f his 
wife. They both cherish an ardent desire to 
return to India again, and devote their lives to 
its redemption.

Potsdam, N. Y., Nov. 11, 1864.
Having just received a letter from a dear 

friend in our India Mission, giving au account 
o f  the progress o f the work in Moradabad, our 
last station there, I send a few extracts which 
I think perhaps possess sufficient interest to 
be inserted in the Missionary Advocate.

“  Mr. P. has formed a two weeks’ circuit 
around Moradabad, including the villages 
Brother H. used to visit. When we first 
came here Zhur-ul-IIukk and wife went to live 
at Babukera, and they have been doing a good 
work there. She commenced a school at once, 
and has now about fifteen women and girls in 
attendance.

“ The Christians at Babukera are all doing 
well. Mr. P. administered the sacrament o f 
the Lord’s supper there three months ago. 
The native Christians gave between two and 
three rupees to the sacramental collection. 
Bui loo Singh still lives there, but his work is 
at Achoola, a village two or three miles dis
tant, where some forty or fifty families o f the 
Sikhs live. l ie  teaches a school, and instructs 
the people generally.

“  Every Sabbath morning they have service, 
held by one o f the missionaries or Zhur-ul- 
Hukk, It seems a promising work. Ummed 
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Singh and Gurdidl were sent out distributing 
Bibles soon after we came. They worked to
gether some weeks, when it was thought best 
to place Gurdial at Jua. He has done very 
well indeed. The people seem to like him 
much. The school has been increasing in 
numbers, and he has been going about among 
the people, teaching from village to village. 
His reports o f his work are interesting.

“ Ummed Singh has married Lalli, o f Babu
kera. She is doing well, and I hope will yet 
prove a useful woman. She went to Sambhal 
with Ummed and remained there a month. 
While there she was invited to visit some 
high caste women several times. They seem
ed anxious to be taught, especially about 
Christianity. You know how important the 
work there seemed. At our last monthly 
meeting, when this circumstance was related, 
Zhur-ul-Hukk moved that the Baboo and Ellen 
be sent there, as Ellen was in every way fitted 
to go among those high-caste women, and the 
Baboo could teach English, etc. All agreed to 
this, and they were sent out a month ago. 
They report favorably o f their prospects thus 
far.

“  Some weeks ago some men o f the Chumar 
caste, from a town about ten miles distant, 
(from Moradabad,) came aud requested that a 
Christian be sent among them to open a 
school, and also to teach the people Christianity. 
They were ready to give houses, and do all 
they could to assist. There are about two 
hundred families o f this caste in the town.

“ W e found that many o f these people were 
Andreas’s old disciples, and what they knew of 
Christianity they had learned o f him; so he 
was sent to spy out the land.

“ In a short time Brother M. and Mr. P. 
went out and found all looked promising. He 
had a school started, and the people were 
proving their words true; so after the associa
tion Andreas and Priscilla left us to com
mence work there. They have been getting 
on very well thus far. Andreas has improved 
very much.

“  I went out with Mr. P. to his village ap
p o in tm en ts  until June. Andreas and Priscilla 
usually went with us. While Mr. P. and 
Andreas went into the center o f the village, 
Priscilla and I would find some quiet place 
and sit down. Soon crowds o f women would 
come and listen attentively while we read to 
them and told them of the true Saviour.

“  In some o f the villages the women used to 
look for our coming, and when we left them 
would beg us to come again soon.

“  Priscilla improved rapidly in this work, 
and I consider her a woman that will be useful

by her example and teachings wherever she 
may be.

“ The past month Bulloo Singh has visited 
sixty villages in which the Sikhs live, and Gur- 
di&l forty others. They found over five hund
red adults and between five and six hundred 
children. Gurdial says he preached in each o f 
the villages he visited.

“ Your little Gungia is doing well. She has 
learned to read Hindoo, comes into my class 
in Sabbath-school, and takes her turn reading. 
I have written at length and given many de
tails, because I know you are interested in the 
work, and will be glad to know how it is pro
gressing.

“  Every part o f it seems encouraging. W e 
are praying for a more abundant outpouring 
o f the Holy Spirit upon the whole district. O 
how we long to see sinners flocking to'Jesus! 
There are many interesting ‘ inquirers’ who 
oome to talk with us. Some seem almost per
suaded, and others seem waiting for their 
friends to come with them. There are hund
reds o f  Chumars who seem just ready to be
come Christians. W e feel the bondage o f 
these souls, and are led to agonize with God in 
prayer for them. O for more faith in the 
promises o f G od !”

I suppose most o f the readers o f  the Mis
sionary Advocate know that Zhur-ul-Hukk was 
one o f our first converts in India, the very first 
who received baptism. He was a Mussulman 
teacher in Bareilly, and was converted soen 
after the establishment o f our mission in that 
city after the mutiny. He lost his wife and 
two children by becoming a Christian. After 
trying every means in his power to induce 
them to live with him without avail, and being 
separated according to Mohammedan custom, 
he married a Christian wife. He is considered 
one o f our best native preachers, and is pos
sessed o f ardent though humble aud unassum
ing piety. He is the best native singer I ever 
heard, and “  makes music ”  wherever he goes. 
His wife was reared in a mission o f the Church 
o f England.

The “  Baboo”  (Hindoo gentleman) mention
ed in the extract is no other than Umbeeka 
Churn, the Hindoo youth who was converted 
in Bareilly in 1861. 1 shall never forget the
morning after he fled to our mission for pro
tection. He was residing with his father-in- 
law, who was most bitter against Christianity.

Finding that he could not be allowed to live 
a Christian life in peace, Umbeeka Churn pre
vailed upon his wife to flee with him to the 
mission. She finally consented, and started 
with him, but was forced back by her father. 
The Baboo, however, came to us. The same 
night a party o f  his friends came and demand
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ed him, but he was not produced. The next 
morning quite early his father-in-law came to 
our house, and desired Mr. Humpkrey to al
low the Baboo te coine on the veranda and 
converse with him.

As he was alone and seemed very dispas
sionate, Mr. Humphrey sent for the Baboo 
and two native Christians. They caine, sat 
down in the veranda, and began to converse 
quite pleasantly. After a few minutes Mr. 
Humphrey came into the house for the cus
tomary cup o f  tea.

W e wore scarcely seated at the table when 
a loud blow « id  fall resounded from the veran
da. W e ran out and saw the young man ris
ing from the floor. The blood was streaming 
from a large bunch just over one o f his eyes. 
His lather-in-law was running off the premises. 
W e learned that he first urged the Baboo to 
return home with him, and failing in that, sud
denly attempted to strike him on the temple 
with a heavy cane. As he struck him he 
shrieked out “ lam  ready to be hung for you.” 
Fortunately the Baboo turned his head, and so 
received the blow on his forehead.

Toward night a rajah from the city, a Hin
doo o f considerable wealth and influence and 
quite a friend o f  Europeans, came to us, being 
sent by the Baboo’s friends to get him to 
spend the night at the rajah’s house, in order 
to have a grand talk with the best pundits 
j(Hindoo teachers) the city afforded. Mr. Hum
phrey was acquainted with the rajah, and knew 
him to be at least outwardly honorable. He 
gave his word that no violence should be used, 
and that the young man should be returned 
safe and sound to the mission the next morn
ing. “  I will not deceive you,”  said the rajah; 
“  we shall do our best to convince the young 
man that he had better remain a Hindoo, and 
we shall probably succeed.”  He knew well 
the avarice o f the native character, and thought 
to buy the youth easily; but he did not know 
how valueless money looks to a Christian 
when hung in the balance against his soul!

Mr. Humphrey called the Baboo, explained 
the rajah’s design to him, and asked him what 
he would do. “ Sahib,”  said he, “  I do not 
wish to g o ; it will be very trying, though I am 
not afraid that anything they can say will in
fluence me in the least. I will do as you think 
best.”

He went, and that night the little band of 
Christians on the mission premises prayed 
earnestly that God would strengthen him in 
his hour o f trial. But little sleep visited them 
that night, and early next morning all were 
anxiously watching the road to the city. A t 
last the rajah’s iine horses and carriage were 
seen approaching, bringing the Baboo, accom
panied by the rajah’s son.

W e received the Baboo back joyfully. He 
looked worn, but there was no mistaking the 
look o f satisfaction on his lace.

“ Are you going to be a Christian, Baboo?”  
asked Mr. Humphrey.

“  I am,”  he replied, “ the grace o f  God help
ing me.”

“  So then you failed to convince the Baboo 
that he had better remain a Hindoo,”  said Mr.

Humphrey to the rajah’s son, who remained in 
tho carriage.

“  It is very wonderful,”  replied he, throwing 
up his hands with a gesture o f astonishment; 
“  who can tell what has got hold o f him, that 
he thus throws himself aw ay!”  and with a 
•hasty salam he departed.

All that night had the Baboo been assailed 
by entreaty, argument, and temptation. A  
desirable situation, with a large salary, and 
with freedom to be a Christian privately, was 
offered him, but he never once wavered, and 
the rajah himself admitted that he certainly 
must be honest in his belief.

The Baboo tried every means available to 
obtain his wife, but ill vain. When she was 
forced to appear in court, and declare before 
the magistrate whether she would go with her 
husband or not, she declared she would not 
live with him if he would remain a Christian, 
so strong an influence had her friends obtained 
over her mind. Last October Umbeeka Chum 
married Ellen, the eldest o f our orphan girls.

Ellen is well fitted to be a teacher among 
her countrywomen. She was for three years 
under the care and tuition o f Sister Pierce, and 
well repaid the labor and love bestowed upon 
her by becoming a good scholar and a growing 
Christian.

I trust this interesting couple may be very 
useful in helping to spread the light o f the 
glorious Gospel among the benighted sons and 
daughters o f India.

“ Gurdial” is a young man o f  the Sikh tribe, 
who came to us in Bareilly in 1859, accom
panied by his twin brother.

Mr. Humphrey and Brother Parsons visited 
several Sikh villages in the spring o f  that year, 
and “  many who heard the word believed,”  
and have since received Christian baptism. 
These brothers came eighty miles to us a 
couple o f months later. They wished to be 
taught more fully o f the “  new and living way ”  
and to learn to read.

They remained several months at the mis
sion, studying all the time, after working suffi
ciently each day to earn their food.

Their course through the summer was uni
formly straightforward, but their minds could 
not grasp the truths o f the Christian religion so 
readily as Zhur-ul-Hukk’s ; so while they were 
learning he was converted, baptized, and com
menced preaching.

The first o f the ensuing year, however, wit
nessed their baptism, as also that o f several 
other Sikhs, and they have since that time pro-' 
gressed slowly but surely in the good way.

Minepul Singh, the twin brother o f  Gurdial, 
remained some time with us. Soon after his 
baptism, the time o f  his espousals, according 
to previous betrothal, came to pass. He 
brought his bride, a timid young Hindoo girl, 
to me, and said, “ Mem sahib, she knows noth
ing at present, but I hope you will show the 
same favor to her you have to me, and that 
through your teachings she may become a true 
Christian.”  Mallah, the young wife, was in 
truth rather an unfavorable specimen o f  native 
loveliness, but it was wonderful what a change 
came over her in the space o f two years. She

learned to read and sew, and what is far more 
she learned to trust in the Saviour o f sinners. 
When her husband was laid by for several 
weeks by a severe illness, she earned enough 
by her needle to procure their food. During 
the season o f the epidemic fever that swept off 
numbers o f  the Christian Sikhs in 1862 Mal
lah died. Iler last words were, “  Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.”

Gurdial Singh is not very brilliant, but he 
is an earnest, consistent Christian, and his life 
is a continual influence for good unto his coun
trymen.

Ummed Singh was an inquirer at the Morad- 
abad Mission when we removed there in No
vember, 1862. He was baptized soon after, 
and has thus far exceeded the expectations we 
then had o f him. He is a good teacher, and 
as Zhur-ul-Hukk once said o f  him, “  he has a 
true heart.”

Andreas and Priscilla came to us from a 
mission o f  the Church o f England, which was 
not reorganized after the mutiny. He was 
originally o f the Chumar, that is, Shoemaker 
caste, and lived somewhere in the district o f  
Moradabad. He w as a priest among the Chu- 
mars, hence their interest when their old Hin
doo teacher, transformed into a Christian 
preacher, came again among them. Ilis wife 
is an excellent young woman, and is a groat 
help to the “ assistant missionaries ”  with 
whom she is connected, in carrying on schools, 
talking with Hindoo women, etc.

I do not know Bulloo Singh, but he is evi
dently a Christian Sikh.

Gungia is a little Hindoo girl, daughter of 
a sais (groom) who was in our service over 
three years. The only way I could get her 
parents’ consent for her to attend school was 
by finding her in clothes to wear during at
tendance, as her own were not fit. She was 
very wild, but is now quite an interesting little 
girl. She can read in two languages, knows 
several hymns, verses o f Scripture, parts o f our 
Catechism No. 1, etc. It was a long time be
fore her mother would allow her to come to 
service and Sunday-school. “  I’m afraid you’ll 
make a Christian o f her,”  said she. But the 
offer o f a new suit o f clothes for school and 
Sundays, and the former suit to be taken homo 
for common wear, decided the matter. I am 
not without hope that she may yet show that 
her mother’s fears were not without founda
tion. Like most o f  the children that attend 
our mission schools, she will be at least spoiled 
for a Hindoo.

It rejoices our hearts to hear o f  our work in 
India being thus vigorously pushed on. May 
the harvest be abundant! E. J. H u m p iir e v .

B U R M A H .
F ro m  a  M is s io n a r y  o f  a  S is t e r  C h u r c h .

IIev. M. II. B ixley, (September 2 1 , 18G1.)
Rev. M. H. Bixley, o f  the Shau Mission in 

Burmah, Further India, to the numerous 
readers o f  the Missionary Advocate, sendeth 
greeting:
I am now shut up in a small boat or the 

Sittouny River, en route for my home in the 
ancient Principality o f Touttgoo, which is situ-
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atcd only about three hundred miles from the 
south-western border o f China, to which I am 
pressing on as rapidly as possible with the 
“  glorious Gospel o f the blessed God.”  Have 
been absent from Toungoo only a few weeks 
in quest o f health arid relaxation from very ex
hausting toils, and am now returning, all the 
better prepared for fresh attempts to penetrate 
Shauland and the land o f  “  Sinim.”

But why should I be writing these things to 
a Methodist paper? W ell, 1 have just been 
reading several copies o f the Missionary Ad
vocate which found their way to these “ ends 
o f the earth,” and feeling my heart in sympa
thy with Butler and his coadjutors in India, 
Maclay and his associates in China, and W il
son, Roberts, and others in Africa, I felt it 
would do my own heart good to say to them 
“ God speed" and to assure them that, although 
they are personally unknown to me, my heart 
is in full sympathy with them, and my prayers 
shall go up to God in their behalf.

Then, again, I am more than a step-brother, 
more than a half-brother, more than a brother- 
in-law to them. I was spiritually born among 
the Methodists, and have been greatly blessed 
by being with them, and have now, as 1 al
ways have had, a sincere love for my Method
ist brethren. My father, and nearly all my 
family, friends, aud relatives, are Methodists, 
and I have had in the good old town o f War
ren, N. II., my birthplace, and in the excellent 
Newbury Seminary, Vt., some o f my happiest 
days. Furthermore, I had the pleasure to at
tend the New Hampshire Conference a few 
years ago, after my return from Burmah, and 
o f making the acquaintance of nearly all the 
ministers o f  that body, aud adding a few 
words to deepen the good impressions made 
there in favor o f missions and the Bible, and 
myself, wife, and daughter were there made 
life-members o f the New Hampshire Confer
ence Missionary Society.

1 comfort myself with the thought that there 
are many dear brethren in the Methodist 
Church who will rejoice to see a letter from 
me, and will rejoice to hear o f me as pressing 
on toward the great celestial empire, with the 
Gospel, from the West, while Brother Maclay 
and others are pressing up from the East. I 
am the only missionary for the various tribes 
o f the Shau country, where millions o f our 
race sit in darkness and death.

Within the last three years I have formed 
three Churches with about one hundred bap
tized members. Among them are several 
men whom I trust God has called to preach 
the Gospel.

There is a great call for teachers and 
preachers on the border; and in Shauland, 
where 1 traveled the last dry season, I have 
discovered several tribes o f  whom we had no 
knowledge before, some o f whom seem to be 
prepared o f the Lord for the reception o f the 
Gospel; and next dry season I hope to be 
able to travel among them with the truth as it 
is in Jesus.

There is reason to hope that these border 
tribes will furnish good preachers and teachers 
for the more distant tribes, and that the work 
will go on, from tribe to tribe, until Gospel 
Churches shall spring up in Western China. Is 
it not a grand enterprise ? Let us look and 
pray for its accomplishment.

In the Gospel o f  Jesus, yours,
M. H. Bixlkf.

C H IN A .
R ev . N. S ite s  writes to Rev. Dr. Harris, 

formerly one o f his professors in the Ohio 
Wesleyan University, and gives the following

account o f the annual meeting o f the Method
ist Episcopal China Mission, held at Fuhchau, 
beginning September 29, and ending October 
3, 1864:

First Day.— The services were opened by 
Rev. O. Gibson with a very appropriate ser
mon on 2 Cor. viii, 9 :  “  For ye know the 
grace o f our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich.”

During the services o f the evening three 
good old Methodist hymns were sung by all 
the congregation, namely : “  And are we yet 
alive,”  “  A  charge to keep I have,” and “  Am 
I a soldier o f the cross.”

Second Day.— Morning meeting for confer
ence and prayer.

In the short space allotted us in your col
umns we cannot enter into the details o f all 
our meetings ; but we will only sketch a few 
o f the more interesting items. In this morn
ing’s meeting Brother Li lu Mi, a native help
er, arose and said:

“ I have been thinking for some time past 
that the great deficiency and hinderance to the 
spread o f the Gospel in this country is the ab
sence o f the Holy Ghost. Without this one 
thing all our labors are comparatively fruitless. 
Without the Holy Spirit upon our labors we 
are like the farmer without rain on his rice- 
field. He may plant his crop, dig about and 
cultivate it, and water it time and again, but as 
the drought continues his crop begins to look 
yellow and dying. He now begins to pray for 
rain ; if it comes his crop is saved ; if not all 
his labors are in vain, he can have no fruit. So 
with us who are laboring to spread this glo
rious Gospel here in China. Without the 
Holy Spirit we cannot have real prosperity. 
As the farmer prays for copious showers o f 
rain, so let us pray for the descent o f the Holy 
Spirit upon us aud upon those to whom we 
preach. And i f  we thus pray, may we hope 
to receive 1 Surely we may ; for it is written,
‘ If ye then being evil know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him.’ The mind o f this people 
is very dark, and we go far and near and preach 
unto them, and they go away and understand 
not. They are deficient o f the Holy Spirit’s 
power. See Peter on the day o f Pentecost; he 
spoke but a few words, and being full o f the 
Iloly Ghost, three thousand souls were con
verted in one day, were saved. Brethren, let 
us p ra y  fur the Hoi}’ Spirit to come down to 
this country.”

O that the whole Church would join with 
Brother Iu Mi in this paper, which we are sure 
our Father in heaven would be pleased to an
swer in power, and send salvation and deliv
erance to China’s perishing millions !

The next who spoke was an inquirer from 
Iloh Chang City, a distant part o f  this prefect
ure. His brogue was very marked, and 
could hardly be understood by the Fuhchau 
people. Yet we could understand the words 
“ repentance,”  “ prayer,”  “ Jesus,”  and “ Sav
iour,”  through his animated remarks. Thus 
the people are hearing o f the “  wonderful 
works o f God ” in their own tongue wherein 
they were born.

Old Father Seu Mi, who has been employ
ed during the past year as chapel keeper at 
Tiong Loh City, spoke and said: “ The first 
part o f the year I received much abuse and re
viling from the people. The latter part has 
been more pleasant and encouraging. After 
Brother Po Mi and family moved down there, 
many o f the neighboring women became much 
interested in the doctrines by coming in and

conversing with Sister Po Mi. A  few days 
ago, when she was packing up to move, many 
o f these poor heathen women came in with 
presents for the children, and tarried with her 
until the third watch o f the night, weeping and 
talking, and saying they could not give her up.”

What a power and beauty there is in a 
Christian life! Sister Po Mi, a weak female, 
a stranger in the midst o f  heathen neighbors, 
by her Christian counsels and heavenly teach
ings constrained them to love her. They felt 
that she must remain with them to be their 
teacher and their guide. W e trust the good 
impressions she there made may be lasting, 
and bring forth fruit unto eternal life.

Had we space many more such incidents o f  
this meeting plight be mentioned.

Evening o f  the Second Day.— Sermon by N. 
Sites, from Acts v, 30 ,31 : “ The Humiliation 
and Exaltation o f Christ.”

During the evening the congregation for the 
first time joined in singing the hymns:

“ Of Him who did salvation bring 
I could forever think and sing.”

“ Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore."

These and several others o f our choice Meth
odist hymns have been beautifully translated 
by Brother Maclay, and I think will be highly 
appreciated by the Chinese Christians.

Third D ay .— Morning meeting, Rev. R. S. 
Maclay having charge o f the meeting. Mis
sionaries^ native helpers, Church members all 
invited to be present. The following topics 
were on the programme for discussion :

First Topic.— The duty o f Christians to teach 
the Scriptures to their households, whether wife, 
children, or servants, and to enjoin on them the 
observance o f the Sabbath-day and attendance 
on public worship. Speaker, Hii long Mi.

Second Topic.— Christians should not bind 
the feet o f their daughters. Speaker, Hu Po 
Mi. He said : “  Some people objected to the 
Church meddling with these customs o f the 
people; to which he replied, that Paul spoke 
very plainly to the Corinthian women about 
the manner o f wearing their hair; hence, the 
Church here has a right to examine into the 
customs o f her members. Again, Paul to the 
Hebrews, xii, 12 : ‘ Lift up the hands which 
hang down and the feeble knees.’ But if our 
daughters have their feet bound and cramped, 
how shall we ever be able to hold up so many 1 
But will letting the feet be natural and sound 
glorify God ? Yes, it w ill; for we read, Acts 
iii, 7, 8, ‘ And immediately his feet and ankle 
bones received strength, and he leaping up 
stood, and walked, and entered with them into 
the temple, walking, aud leaping, and praising 
God.’ W e have the Scriptures against the 
custom of binding the feet, brethren. Take 
this subject, and ponder it over in your minds.”

The arguments were very novel, and cer
tainly very original, for who in America or 
England ever applied these Scriptures to such 
a case

Third Topic.— “ Christians should avoid all 
idolatrous rites in their funeral and marriage 
ceremonies.”  Speaker, Ieh Ing Kuang.

Fourth Topic.— “  Christians should be dili
gent iu all lawful business, laboring to support 
their families and give to the Church.”  
Speaker, Li Iu -Mi. He said : “  The heathen 
say, if  your family is in want, then to client a ‘ 
little, to lie a little, to deceive a little, or to 
steal a little, is all right. But, brethren, 
whatever the heathen in their blindness may 
do, we, as Christians, must avoid all such means 
o f gain. ‘ Let him that stole steal no more, 
but rather let him labor, working with his
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hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.’ ”

Hu Po Mi arose and said : “  Christians must 
not look to the Church for a living; they must 
depend upon their own strength 5 they must 
work.”

Tang Iu Kong said: “  Christians should 
work diligently six days, go to church, and 
keep holy the seventh day, and thus show to 
the world a good example, and increase the 
fame and good report o f these Christian doc
trines.”

Many other volunteer remarks were made 
on the various topics before the meeting, and 
the meeting closed by singing,

“ Come, thou fount of every blessing.”

Evening o f  the Third Day.— Rev. S. L. 
Baldwin presiding. A  missionary anniversa
ry. This is probably the first meeting o f  the 
kind ever held in Fuhchau.

First.— Singing,
“  From Greenland’8 icy mountains.”

Then a report o f the amount raised for the sup
port o f the Gospel from the several classes, 
read by the superintendent. The total amount
ed to $50 20 cents. The largest amount from 
any one class was $22, from Tieng Ang Tong. 
The next was $6 46 cents, from the Ngu Kang 
class, and so on down.

Second.— “ Exhort the brethren to exert 
themselves, and greatly increase their mission
ary subscriptions the coming year.”  Speak
ers, Rev. O. Gibson and H& Sing Mi.

After Brother Gibson had spoken to much 
effect, Brother Sing Mi said: “  This is an ex
cellent work, but we are hard-hearted and slow 
to learn. This good work o f  benevolence will 
show forth the graoe we' have within; show 
whether or not we are really children o f God. 
The heathen’s beneficence only tends to destroy 
him, for he does all to gain the praise o f men. 
The love o f money is the root o f all ev il; not 
the gold and the silver, it can hurt no one, but 
the love o f  it. W e should freely give, breth
ren, and avoid this temptation.”

Third.— “  The Church must preach the Gos
pel to all parts o f the country.”  Speakers, 
Rev. R. S. Maclay and Tang Iu Kong.

Brother Maclay said: “  I rejoice to see this 
day. Twenty years ago no such words as 
these were heard in all this city. And now, 
brethren, that the cross o f  Jesus has been 
borne to you, you must take it up and bear it 
to the regions beyond. Jesus said to his dis
ciples, ‘ Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.’ But they wait
ed at Jerusalem ; they tarried too long; per
secutions arose, and they were scattered abroad, 
and they went everywhere preaching the Gos
pel. So we must go forth, brethren, to the 
distant cities, to the far-off regions, or the Lord 
will compel us to go.”

Brother Tang Iu Kong said : “  Yes, we must 
go, not to seek pleasure, but to labor, to work 
for God and his cause, to labor to save men 
from perdition, and spread abroad the glorious 
Gospel.”

Volunteer remarks were now called for, and 
our native brethren were not slow in replying. 
W e can, however, merely notice some o f these 
remarks.

Brothei Hii long Mi said: “  It is every 
man’s duty to aid the Church in this good 
work, but we hear the reply, ‘ I am poor, and 
have no money to give.’ How many of us 
spend from ten to twenty cash daily for to- 
Imeco ? W hy could we not deny ourselves o f 
this, and give the money to the Church'? This 
would give us from three to six dollars a year 
to aid this great work.”

Again, in reference to preaching the Gospel

in distant and difficult regions, he said: “  The 
emperor orders his soldiers to go and dislodge 
a large band o f armed rebels, who have forti
fied their position in the mountain fastnesses. 
The place is very difficult o f approach, and the 
rebels are well armed. But the obedient sol
diers go, not counting on pleasure and ease, 
but on toil, and even death ; yet they go, and 
execute the command o f their king. So we 
must go at our Master’s bidding and fight the 
hosts o f Satan.”

Brother Hu Po Mi caught the flame, and 
rising up, said: “  A  few days ago I felt and 
said that I did not want to go off to any o f the 
distant district cities, but would much prefer 
to labor here in Fuhchau ; but to-day I feel as 
though I wanted to go to all ten o f the district 
cities, and tell o f Jesus and his precious word 
to our poor dark-minded countrymen.”

Such were some o f the incidents and remarks 
in this our first missionary anniversary. O 
that the sentiments expressed this evening may 
be put into practice. Then shall we see the 
banner o f the cross moving forward in this 
vast battle-field, and planted triumphantly on 
the ruins o f idolatry and paganism.

Fourth Day, Sunday.— Sermon by Rev. R. 
S. Maclay, D .D . Text, Heb. xiii, 7 : “  Re
member them which have the rule over you, 
who have spoken unto you the word o f G od : 
w'hose faith follow.”  The doctor spoke beau
tifully o f  the noble band o f  fellow-laborers 
who came to this mission, but are now with 
us here no more: those who were laborers 
here for a time, and then returned to their na
tive land in feeble health, some o f whom are 
still living and laboring for Jesus there, and 
o f others who have ceased from earth’s toils, 
and are now with their Redeemer forever 
blest. His allusions to the departing scenes 
o f  Brother Collins, Sisters White, W iley, 
Wentworth, and others who had given their 
lives to the cause o f Christ in China, were most 
affecting. He brought them so clearly before 
us, when in their last hours they were enabled 
to triumph over death. Their parting words, 
their joyous waiting for the last moment, their 
dying testimony o f the power o f  our Christian 
religion to enable them to have the victory 
over the last enemy, all tended to strengthen 
our faith and inspire our zeal. And I have no 
doubt that all the missionaries present thank
ed God that he had brought them here and 
placed them in this field, again to fill up the 
ranks, and take the place o f those who had so 
gloriously departed. The deep impressions o f 
the morning were deepened in the evening 
while listening to the funeral discourse o f 
Brother Martin, so recently and suddenly 
taken from our midst. Could you have seen 
the tears coursing down the cheeks o f the na
tive Christians, you would have been led to 
say, “  Behold how they loved him.”

Sunday, two o'clock P. M.— Prayer-meeting, 
conducted by Rev. 0 . Gibson.

This hour was appointed for special prayer, 
that God would this year greatly bless the 
Church throughout China, and especially in 
Fuhchau. Six native helpers led in prayer 
during the hour with great fervor, and we 
doubt not with acceptance, before our Father’s 
throne.

Fifth Day, Monday.— Rending the appoint
ments and administering the Lord’s supper.

First.— Opened with reading the Scriptures, 
singing, and prayer, after which the appointments 
were read out for the coming year. Then, in ad
dressing a few words to the native helpers, the 
superintendent made a beautiful allusion to bear
ing forward the cross. “  The foreign mission
aries”  (he said) “ have given up home, and 
friends, and native land, to bear the cross to

you and your city here. You heard yesterday 
o f  those o f us who labored and died in bear
ing to you tJne cross o f  Christ. Shall it now 
rest here, or will you take it up and bear it to, 
your perishing countrymen in the regions be
yond ?”

Second.— “ On going to your work we would 
have you go rejoicing, not sorrowing. Go, be
lieving, not doubting. With this spirit o f  joy  
and faith, you cannot but do good to the people 
to whom you are sent.”

Third.— “ You must expect trials and per
secutions. ‘ The servant is not above his lord.’ 
Pray for each other that you may be mutually 
strengthened for the work before you. It is 
altogether likely that another annual meeting 
will find some seat vacant, that some one from 
this number will have passed away, ‘ Watch 
and be ye also ready.’ ”

The sacrament of the Lord’s supper was then 
administered, and the services closed by sing
ing the parting hym n:

“  And let our bodies part,
To different climos repair.”

Thus closed our annual meeting for 18G4. 
The number o f regular helpers is but ten. 
Truly “  the harvest is great, but the laborers 
are few. Pray ye the Lord o f the harvest 
that he would send forth laborers into his 
harvest.”  N. S it e s .

F uhchau, October 16, 1864.

D e a t ii of  R e v . C . R . M a r t in , o f  th e  

C h in a  M is sio n .— Brother S. L. Baldwin writes 
from Fuhchau, September 16, as follows o f the 
death of Brother Martin:

Carlos R. Martin was born in Vermont 
June 29, 1835. By the death o f his father, 
when he was seven years old, the family was 
broken up, and the children scattered among 
various friends. Carlos was adopted by a 
worthy couple, who gave him the kindest pa
rental care. He was converted at Underhill, 
Vt., when about fourteen years o f  age, was 
early led to consecrate himself to the Christian 
ministry, and tfas licensed to preach in 1855. 
For about a year he exercised his gift as a lo
cal preacher in various places with acceptabil
ity. In August, 1856, he was stationod by the 
presiding elder at Alburgh, Vt., where he la
bored for about six months. During the win
ter his faithful labors were blessed with a 
revival o f religion, in which many souls were 
converted to God.

In the spring o f  1857 he entered the Biblic
al Institute at Concord, N. H., as a studeut. 
It was there that the acquaintance o f the writer 
with him was formed. He was conscientious 
and diligent, and pursued his studies with an 
ardor and energy that insured success. He 
stood high in the estimation both o f the pro
fessors and o f his fellow-students. He was 
punctual in his attendance upon meetings for  ̂
prayer and Christian experience, and his asso
ciates there will doubtless all remember the 
earnest spirit o f  devotion that characterized his 
exercises. While studying during the week, 
most o f his Sabbaths, and frequently an even
ing o f  each week, were spent laboring in some 
destitute place in the neighborhood, seeking to 
build up Christ’s kingdom and save his fellmv- 
men. He was an active member o f  the Mis
sionary Society, and had the cause muoh at 
heart during the period o f his studies.

He graduated in June, 1859, was married 
in August o f the same year, and sailed for 
China October 26. He reached Fuhchau 
April 1, 1860. He came with a heart full o f 
love to God and man, and entered at once 
heartily on his work. He spent a fortnight at 
the house o f the writer, while his own house
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was being put in readiness, and he seemed un
willing that even that short time should pass 
away without beginning the study o f the lan
guage. He studied diligently, and was able 
to commence preaching in about a year from 
his arrival.

For three years and a half he has labored 
assiduously to bring these fallen people to 
Christ. N ot only our various stations in the 
suburbs o f the city, but Ngu Kang, Koi Hung, 
Kang Chia, Teng long, and the distant cities 
o f Lieng Kong, Lo Nguong, and Ku Cheng, 
have shared in his labors.

During the past year he had labored dili
gently in the city. After he was driven from 
his house by the furious mob o f last January, 
he gave himself with diligence to the plans 
for rebuilding his destroyed chapel on East- 
street. During the past warm season he has 
gone regularly two or three times a week to 
superintend the building. The work was just 
completed, and next Sunday fixed for the day 
o f dedication. He had given all the necessary 
instructions to the workmen and to the sexton 
o f  the church. Amid a press o f other duties 
he had translated the form for a dedication o f 
the Church, and was looking forward with joy 
to the day when a larger and better church 
than the one destroyed should be dedicated, 
and the regular ministrations o f the word be 
again commenced.

For some time past a more than usual se
riousness seemed to possess him. His mind 
was intent upon the study o f the language, es
pecially in the classical style. He had been 
lately in the habit o f reading each day a por
tion o f the Bible in each o f the classical ver
sions now in use among Protestant mission
aries, and afterward reading a portion o f  the 
Chinese classics. He had made considerable 
progress in the translation o f the Psalms into 
the colloquial dialect o f Fuhchau, had been 
working diligently on the translation o f the 
Methodist Discipline, and for some time past 
had spent an hour or two mornings o f each 
week in imparting instruction in Hebrew to a 
fellow-missionary. In addition to his other 
duties, he preached every alternate Sunday at 
Ching Sing Tong, and each Wednesday after
noon at the same place. “  In labors ”  he was 
truly u abundant.”  For some weeks he had 
seemed weaker than usual, and for a fortnight 
preceding his death complained o f some inter
nal pain, but did not deem it anything serious. 
On Monday, September 5, he went twice to 
the city, though not feeling well. A t six 
o’clock that evening his younger son was 
taken dangerously ill. Brother Martin held 
the little one in his arms until ten o ’clock, 
when he felt so ill himself that he reluctantly 
gave up the child to others and retired. . Hav
ing had a choleraic attack once before, and no
ticing that his symptoms were similar to that, 
he felt from the first that his illness was likely 
to be a serious one. From expressions after
ward made, it is evident that he spent much of 
the night in reviewing the past, and looking 
forward to the future world. His little son 
died at four A . M. with all the symptoms o f 
cholera. It is not now known just how or 
when the fact came to Brother Martin’s 
knowledge. .

About seven o’clock on the morning o f 
Tuesday, 6 th inst., he said to Brother Maclay, 
“ I think my work is about finished.”  On 
Brother Maclay responding that he hoped not, 
but that he might be spared to us, he reaffirm
ed his conviction that his race was about run.

Betweun nine and ten, before any one had 
told him that his case was dangerous, and in
deed while there was yet considerable hope o f 
saving him, he calmly expressed his belief that 
he was dying. He then took farewell o f  his

wife, bidding her tell his adopted mother that 
he never regretted having come to China ; and 
to tell his brothers and sisters that he wished 
them to seek the Lord, and prepare to meet 
him in heaven.

His surviving son, three and a half years of 
age, was brought to him, and, taking the little 
one’s hand in his own, he told him he was 
going home to heaven, and exhorted him to be 
a good boy, and always love and obey his 
mother; to which he added, “  I know vou 
will.”

At one time, when his wife had gone out o f 
the room for a moment, he said, “  What will 
become o f my poor wife and child ?” but im
mediately added, “  The Lord will take care o f 
them.”

Addressing his physician, Dr. Beaumont, (a 
son o f the late Rev. Dr. Beaumont o f the En
glish Wesleyan Connection,) he said: “ You 
have always been very kind to me since I 
came to China. 1 wish I could reward you. 
I hope God will reward you in this world, and 
in the world to come.”  Speaking o f the little 
one who had died at four in the morning, he 
said, “ Last night I was called upon to give up 
my child, and I gave him up without a mur
mur, and now I give up myself.”

Seeing some weeping about his bed, he said : 
“  Don’t weep for me. 1 have been thinking 
o f what Eli said : ‘ It is the Lord ; let him do 
what seemeth him good.’ ”  A t another time, 
with a joyous expression o f countenance, he 
quoted the lines :

w Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are.”

The writer reached his bedside after his fare
well messages had been given. On my ask
ing him how he was, he said, with a peculiarly 
triumphant smile upon his lips, “  0  I ’m well! 
My poor body is almost gone, but my soul is 
just pluming her wings ! My work, poor and 
imperfect as it is, is done. When I thought it 
over last night, and saw how imperfect it was,
I felt very bad; but it is done, and Jesus is 
calling me home. If you ever go to America 
tell all my friends it pays to be a Christian / ”

These were the last connected words he ut
tered. Pie retained consciousness nearly to 
the last, but, as if having said all he wished to 
say, he spoke only in monosyllables, giving 
directions concerning measures intended to re
lieve his pain ; and we noticed toward the last 
that these directions were given in Chinese, in 
the language o f the people to whose eternal in
terests he had given the flower o f his youth.

About half past 2 P. M. he ceased to breathe, 
passing away so peacefully that we could not 
be certain o f the precise moment o f his depart
ure. None who stood by that death-bed can 
ever forget that smile o f holy triumph, or those 
words o f calm trust in Jesus. Through him 
who conquered death, our brother had the 
monster completely under his feet and exulted 
over him. The atmosphere o f the room seem
ed like that o f heaven, and angelic presence 
could almost be felt. Thanks be to God for 
the privilege o f witnessing ¿uoh a scene !

On Wednesday, September 7, the mission
aries o f Fuhchau, with a large portion o f the 
foreign community, attended the remains o f 
our brother and his little one to the grave. 
Tears fell freely from eyes unused to tears 
when those two coffins were lowered into the 
same grave. The burial service was read in 
an impressive manner by Rev. O. Gibson.

A  funeral sermon was preached on Sunday, 
September 11, in the Mission Church. I com
mend to the earnest sympathies and prayers of 
the Church our bereaved sister and her remain
ing child. She is wonderfully sustained under 
her heavy load, and murmurs not. As I write,

her child is quite seriously ill, but we are 
praying and believing that God will spare this 
one to be a comfort to her, and to take his 
father’s place in the Lord’s vineyard.

F O R E I G N  S C A N D I N A V I A N  
M IS S IO N S .

B r o t h e r  R t e , who sailed in the Teutonia 
for Hamburgh, October 29th, has sent us an 
account o f his voyage, from which we make 
the following brief extracts :

On Sabbath, the 13th o f  November, I 
preached on board the Teutonia. The captain 
gave his hearty approval, and gave us every 
assistance in his power to have the meeting 
pass off pleasantly. The audience were very 
attentive. One passenger died on the voyage.

W e found Brother Willerup and family 
well. The church building is progressing 
gradually. The weather is mild, and the 
prospects are that the work may continue for 
some time yet before the cold weather com
mences. The parsonage is nearly completed.

The following preamble and resolutions 
were unanimously adopted by all the passen
gers on board the Teutonia :

Whereas it has pleased an allwise and over
ruling Providence to guide us safely across the 
trackless ocean, we humbly acknowledge our 
devout gratitude to Almighty God for his per
severing care; and

Whereas, The officers and men on board the 
Teutonia have, during this voyage, acted 
toward us in a manner meriting the highest 
commendation; therefore

Resolved, That as passengers on board the 
Steamer Teutonia, o f the “  Hamburg-Ameri
can Line o f Steamers,”  that left New York 
October 29, 1864, we hereby express our sin
cere and heartfelt thanks to Captain P. H. 
Haack, and to the officers and men under his 
command, for their uniform kindness and 
courtesies to us during the entire passage.

Resolved, That wre cordially recommend the 
“  Hamburg-Ameriean Line o f Steamers ”  to 
friends who contemplate an ocean voyage in 
particular, and to the traveling public in gen
eral. The accommodations they afford to 
passengers we believe to be unsurpassed.

P. K. R y e , Com.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
T he  S u pe r in t e n d e n t  o f our Indian Mission 

at La Anse, Lake Superior District, Detroit 
Conference, writes :

I visited this mission November loth, for 
the purpose o f holding my first quarterly meet
ing, and o f ascertaining the religious condition 
o f the work, and I must say that I w'as happily 
disappointed, finding the band o f Indians in a 
much better state o f Christian civilization than 
I expected. Brother P. O. Johnson, the mis
sionary, seems to be most admirably adapted 
to the difficult work o f educating the red man 
in the principles and practices o f our holy 
Christianity. He speaks the Ojibway language 
fluently, and by his long experience in this 
work has acquired such a knowledge o f and 
sympathy with the habits and character o f the 
Indian that he can do more for and with them 
than any other man in the circle o f my ac
quaintance. I have only to regret that the 
meagerness o f appropriations for his support 
will not allow him to devote the whole o f  his 
time and energies to the cause. I am satisfied
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that if a liberal remuneration could be afforded 
him, and he induced to make it a life work, the 
grand designs o f  the missionary enterprise in 
this case would be much more economically 
accomplished.

As to the mission I found a good state o f 
things, after making allowance for some seri
ous drawbacks it has had. The congregations 
were large for the place, and more respectably 
behaved and devout ones I have not met any
where. The love-feast was one o f great inter
est. I could not understand what was said, but 
1 could see how it was said ; and the stream
ing eye, and- strong evidence o f  earnest relig
ious emotion, free from boisterousness and 
enthusiasm, were tokens o f the blessed Mas
ter’s presence and blessing. I was particularly 
interested in one brother as he rose and began 
slowly to speak. His heart evidently warmed 
with his theme, and his whole manner indi
cated the thrilling eloquence so often ascribed 
to the Indian. He swayed the whole assem
bly. After service I inquired concerning his 
remarks, and was told that he went on to say, 
in substance, that he had heard the elder was 
to be there, and that they were to have a quar
terly meeting; and though distant from the 
place he made up his mind that he would at- 
tend, but a snowstorm had come on, and the 
trees were loaded with snow, and he gave it 
u p ; but on Sunday morning a brother called 
and urged him to go, and he started early and 
traveled all day long, and did not arrive until 
dark, and the meetiug had begun. And as he 
struggled to overcome the difficulties in the 
way, he thought how much it was like his 
Christian journey, beset with constant obstacles, 
and that he could only get at last to his Chris
tian journey’s end by similar perseverance. 
And as he journeyed along his heart burned 
with the love o f Jesus, and a great desire to 
tell his heathen brethren o f  this blessed relig
ion, and that he must go and speak to them o f  
Jesus. “ And now ”  {said he) “  that I am here 
I am very happy, and i f  a flag were to be 
raised for Jesus I would love to climb to the 
highest possible point o f  the tallest pole, and 
nail it fast, and unfurl it to the breeze, and 
shout its triumphs aloud.”  Blessed be God 
for such unmistakable evidences o f the genuine 
triumph o f Christianity over heathenism and 
sin!

Another pleasing evidence o f Christian prog
ress 1 witnessed was in this fact: I found that 
no provision had been made for paying an in
terpreter, and I suggested to the congregation 
that perhaps they would do something for him, 
as that was a part o f Christian civilization, and 
they came forward and contributed $40. Be
sides this they had, but a few weeks previous
ly, sent me a donation o f some thirty bushels 
o f potatoes, making in all an amount that 
would put the blush on many a white congre
gation.

I visited their families, and found neatness 
and comfort prevailing to a greater degree, 
than I expected; and on the whole I felt to 
bless God and take courage, and conclude that 
our Indian Mission after all is not a failure. I 
may have something more to say concerning 
the false opinion that the Indian is a hopeless, 
melting-away race.

G e o . J. B e t t s ,  P. E.
Lake Superior District, Detroit Con.

In W a s h in g t o n  T e r r i t o r y ,  a lady, a mem
ber o f  our Church, who has lived there eleven 
years, makes an earnest plea for missionary 
labor among the thirty thousand Indians o f 
that territory. Their condition is deplorable, 
and something ought to be done without delay 
for their religious instruction.

FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
G e r m a n  D o m e s t ic .— Rev. J. W . Freund, 

o f our mission in New Ilaven, writes: “  I 
have taken up appointments in Meriden and 
Yalesville. The meetings in Meriden have 
become very interesting, and wo have a good 
attendance. A t Yalesville, a small German 
settlement, God revived his work, thirteen 
joined in a class, and every class-meeting we 
have held has been one o f power. Some who 
had joined at first with very obscure ideas 
o f the plan o f salvation have now become 
earnest, decided Christians, taught by the Holy 
Ghost. Our society in New Haven is waking 
up, and we look for a revival o f  God’s wrork 
among- us. If we succeed in getting a church 
edifice we will soon be self-sustaining.”

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
F o r  N e v a d a .— R ev. D. C. Adams, late o f 

the Wisconsin Conference, left the port o f New 
York in the Costa Rica for San Francisco on 
Saturday, the 10th inst. From San Francisco 
he goes to the Nevada district, now under the 
care o f Rev. I. M . Leihy.

| ) fp r in u n t .

R e v . Wr. A . P. M a r t in , o f  the Presbyte
rian Board, writes a good story from Pekin 
about the “  Little Emperor”  :

“  A  few days ago I heard a story that seems 
to show that his imperial majesty is not far 
from being a “ spoiled child.”  He is about 
nine years old, and the empress mother, who 
holds for him the reins o f government until he 
shall become old enough to take them in his 
own hands, has employed several wise men to 
instruct him in all the learning o f his country. 
Their illustrious pupil is, alas! not fond o f 
books. * One day, not long since, he was get
ting a hard lesson under the eye o f one o f these 
teachers. The birds were singing merrily in 
the fine old trees that shade the palace win
dows, each one, as it flitted from bough to 
bough, feeling freer than the child who sits on 
the throne o f the empire. The newly opened 
flowers sent up a cloud o f perfume, and seem
ed to challenge the lord o f the palace to vie 
with them in the richness o f his apparel. His 
eye wandered from his lesson, and the tempta
tion was too strong. He made an excuse to 
leave the room. 1 am afraid it was a lie, for, 
poor child, who has he to teach him that God 
knows his heart, and will call him into judg
ment?

“  The little fellow remained away so long 
that his faithful teacher went in quest o f him. 
He found him in the garden playing with a 
bow and arrows, and immediately proceeded 
to knock his head violently on the ground. 
Cruel teacher! you will say, to treat such a 
pupil so severely. But stop ; whose head did 
I say he knocked on the earth ? Not the boy’s, 
though the lad deserved it, but his own. He 
was begging, not commanding, the little em

peror to come back to his books, and in doing 
so was obliged to kneel down and knock his 
own head on the ground, just as if he were 
praying to an idol.

“  The little emperor became very angry, 
and approaching his suppliant master, who was 
still on his knees, said to him, ‘ You ought to 
be killed. You have not only stopped me 
from shooting, but made all the people in the 
empire call me truant. They will hear that 
you had to knock your head to call me back 
to my books, and it will be a disgrace to me 
forever.’ After this speech, I don’t know that 
he might not have tried whether his arrows 
were sharp enough to bring blood ; but the 
empress mother hastened to the spot, and lead
ing away the unruly prince, gave him a lesson 
on good manners.

“ In six or seven years it is expected that this 
wayward boy will take his seat on the throne 
o f  China. I f he grows up a bloodthirsty ty
rant his reign will be a curse to many millions, 
but if it please God to give him an enlighten
ed and liberal mind he may prove a Joshua to 
lead this great people out o f the desert o f  Pa
ganism into the Canaan o f truth. Pray for 
this, dear children. W ill not he w'ho loved to 
hear the hosannas o f the children in the temple 
listen to the prayers o f the children o f  Ameri
ca for the child emperor o f China. Some o f 
his great officers have read Christian books, 
and when he becomes older no doubt he will 
desire to read them for himself. The Spirit 
o f  God may thus touch his heart, and open his 
eyes on a world o f glory and blessedness.”

Utiaullaittotta.

T e l l  t h e  P e o p l e .— One o f the good uses 
o f the monthly concert is set forth in the fol
lowing story :

A t our last monthly concert o f  prayer in a 
Presbyterian Church we read your appeal to 
the friends o f  missions for aid in this your 
time o f  pecuniary pressure. The reading 
thereof seemed to make a deep impression 
upon the minds and hearts o f those who were 
present. The pastor and a few elders remain
ed after the meeting, and upon consultation 
agreed to have your appeal read by the pastor 
at our next Sabbath meeting. Accordingly 
the appeal was read, and the response to it is 
the amount I have thus inclosed to you, $170.

T h e  P r e s b y t e r ia n  B o a r d .— This Board 
lately received a letter at their office which 
was remarkable for two things : first, its brev
ity. It consisted o f seven words: “ For the 
increased cost o f  foreign exchange ” — without 
date or signature. Second, its encouraging 
contents. These were two United States bills 
o f $1,000 each. The donor is unknown, ex
cept to Him who commended the widow’s lib
erality, as recorded in the Gospel.

To be  r e a d  in  M e e t in g .— Everlasting 
Giving.— “ O this everlasting giving, giving, 
giving, giving all the time. Never done! No 
sooner done with one thing than another comes 
up. It is for this, that, and the other all the 
time. It is for meeting-houses; then for Sun-



M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E . 87
day-schools; then for books and papers; then 
for missionary societies ; then for the soldiers ; 
then for this ‘ commission,’ and that ‘ socie
ty,’ and the dear knows what a ll! I am al
most tormented to death. IIow can we give 
to everything and to every one ? 0  this ever
lasting begging, begging, begging all the time! 
Every man you meet is a beggar. The very 
life is begged out o f you. Every preacher 
that comes along is begging for something. I 
should think he would get tired o f everlasting 
begging himself. Must we always be giving ? 
When will it stop !”

When the Almighty stops your mouth, sir. 
Stop now ; you have gone far enough. You 
speak not as a Christian, but as a miser. Yes, 
as a miserable miser in the Church! Who 
gave you what little brains you possess ? 
Whore did you get that little, narrow, con
tracted heart o f yours] W ho gave you your 
eyes to see with ? ears to hear with ? hands to 
work with ? feet to plod with ? W ho gave 
3rou muscles and mucilage, bone and body, 
food and fodder ? W ho gives you the early 
and the latter rain, seed time and harvest, 
golden grain and teeming flocks ?

W hy don’t the Almighty bring charges 
against you, you simpering, puling, whining 
churl? You are yourself a consummate beg
gar ? you are continually asking and begging 
for strong hands and a sound body, and plenty 
of daylight; you are all the time begging for 
sunshine, aud rain, and prosperous gales ; you 
are everlastingly begging for a hundred-fold ; 
begging for grain and geld ; begging for “  green
backs,”  and for long life and small taxes! 
After all that now you ought to dry up, aud 
never complain again, until you learn that the 
art o f giving is godlike, while withholding 
nioro than is meet ten doth to poverty and 
leanness o f soul.

“ F or  c l o s e r  C o m m u n io n  I p in e .” — Well, 
just read the following letter from a mission
ary. Do not ask who wrote it, nor what is 
his name. W e shall for once presume on the 
friends who have put it within our reach.

Circumstances cut me down to a small and 
fluctuating salary, and throw the risk o f the 
enterprise upon my shoulders; but I am la
boring for the cause and glory o f  our blessed 
Lord, and I am more than comforted and 
strengthened by his sweet words to my inmost 
soul, “ Thou shalt be recompensed at the res
urrection o f the just.”  How much greater the 
blessedness o f working for the Lord Jesus 
than working for money. And how often this 
blessed Friend comes into my room and sits 
with me, and gives me the privilege had by 
Mary,, o f  kissing his feet and bathing them 
with my tears o f contrition and love. I am 
sure I could not be more sensible o f  his pres
ence were I to see him with the eyes o f the 
body. Ho gathers me in his arms ; he draws 
me close to his bosom; he lets my weary head 
be pillowed near his heart as I whisper,
“  \\ hom have I in heaven but thee ? and there 
is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.”  
And as I was this morning lying flat on my 

in early prayer at his feet, O how did I 
feel the delicious luxury o f  prayer ! Through 
seven aud thirty years o f toil, conflict, humili
ation, atid temptation, I have been following 
the footsteps o f this precious Friend ; and this

blessedness has steadily increased till it has 
grown to be well nigh an habitual thing, till I 
adopt the words as my own,

“ "Wrapt in a cloud of glorious dreams,
She breathes and moves alone,

Pining for those bright bowers and streams 
Where her Beloved’s gone.”

Surely it ought not to be a thing incredible 
that they should say this who are walking by 
that “  faith which is the substance o f  things 
hoped for, the evidence o f  things not seen.”  
And how true is it that they who are most 
anxious to depart and be with Jesus are most 
willing to remain and labor. I can see how 
an angel is honored by being sent on a work 
o f mercy to this world. Is it not then an 
honor for us to be retained here to toil for 
Jesus? Yet will it be sweet to go in to be 
with him, not with the anxiety o f Esther, but 
knowing that “  as the bridegroom rejoiceth 
over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over 
thee.”  O how often do I feel homesick, and 
realize the words, “ Blessed arc the homesick 
for heaven, for they shall come to their 
Father’s house.

S p e c if ic  D o n a t io n s .— I noticed in the last 
Macedonian an article headed “  Specific Do
nations,”  which accords entirely with my views. 
Since my thoughts wore first directed to 
missions and missionary work, I have felt 
that the committee in Boston were much 
more competent to judge o f the necessi
ties o f different mission fields than I could pos
sibly be with the limited knowledge in my 
possession. In reading appeals from different 
missionaries for help to pay native laborers, 
sustain schools, or any matter pertaining to 
missionary work, I have been inclined on the 
first impulse to send something for that object 
at once. But a moment’ s thought is sufficient 
to show me that that is not the best course, and 
that the brethren at the Rooms will do what is 
best in each ease.— Macedonian.

It a l y .— A  missionary in Florence o f the 
A. and F. Christian Union writes :

The government appears to understand its 
duty to educate the people, and already great 
progress has been made. But as yet the gen
eral instruction o f the people, even so far as 
teaching them to read and write, is a work 
which will be accomplished only in thè distant 
future. If Great Britain, with all its light and 
liberty, has now 8,000,000 out o f 17,000,000 
(in England and Wales) who cannot read or 
write, and according to a recent statement by 
Lord Palmerston more than half the people of 
the United Kingdom are in the same ignorance, 
it will be long before Italy, with the inexpe
rience o f the government in the working o f 
liberal institutions, and the constant opposition 
o f the priests, can reach even that low stand
ard o f popular instruction. But every school 
now established here, however small and ob
scure, is an important aid in the great work.

The D an ish  M is sio n a r y  S o c ie t y .— The 
Danish Missionary Society has now her own 
missionary and a station in India. The Rev. 
Mr. Ochs is now in the service o f the Danish 
Missionary Society. He was sent out by the 
German Lutheran Society at Leipsic, which 
does not require from her converts to renounce 
their caste, but regards it as a political, not as 
a politico-religious institution. Several o f the 
missionaries, when they came to India and saw 
the case with their own eyes, could not share

the opinions o f the society, and separated from 
it. Among these was Mr. Ochs, who since 
his secession remained in India, where he was 
aided in his missionary efforts by German 
friends, principally in the Danish duchies o f 
Lauenburg and Holstein. Last year he took 
part in the Scandinavian missionary meeting 
at Malmo, and now he is engaged as I have 
stated. His station, Bethany, is situated near 
Cuddalore. He is an able missionary, es
teemed by all who know him.

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r .— The week o f  united 
prayer was observed this year, as the two 
former years, in my rural parish, where we 
held a meeting every evening, when I address
ed those present. The meetings were well 
attended, yet not so well as on pi*evious occa
sions, perhaps because I was indisposed, and 
exhausted from our frequent services during 
Christmas and the New Year.

S w e d e n .— Improved Ecclesiastical Legisla
tion : the Kational Church.— Our much-loved 
and popular monarch has very recently affixed 
his signature to three acts of great moment to 
our National Church. 1. The miserable sac
ramental law o f 1855, which threatened heavy 
fines, or imprisonment with bread and water, 
for any who, not being an ordained clergyman, 
should administer the Lord’s supper, and for 
all who should receive the sacrament at his 
hands. This unhappy enactment, o f  which I 
spoke at the meeting o f the Evangelical Alli
ance in Paris that year, is now, both by the 
Diet and the king, abrogated. 2. The old 
law o f 1686, which required that every person 
in Sweden who had been confirmed according to 
the Augsburg Confession, and particularly all 
officers and servants o f the state, must at least 
once a year receive the Lord’s supper, is also 
with a stroke o f the royal pen obliterated. 
3. More than a year ago the king presented 
to the Diet a proposal for a convocation o f the 
Established Church. Hitherto the king has 
possessed the sole power o f prescribing the 
catechism, psalm book, liturgy, Bible version, 
etc., to be used in the Swedish Church. The 
Diet has accepted the royal proposal, and the 
king has signed the act. Although the twelve 
bishops, and other diguitaries, are ex officio 
members o f  convocation, and the mass o f the 
people are to elect lay members in equal num
ber with the clergy, yet we venture to believe 
that a step in advance has been taken. The 
king reserves a veto on the proceedings.

W e must not forget that, during the last ten 
years, several liberal ecclesiastical enactments 
have passed the legislature, especially (I .)  the 
abrogation o f the conventicle law o f 1726, 
which forbade Christian people to meet together 
for Bible reading, prayer, and praise; (*2,) the 
severance o f  parish bonds, so that Church 
members may choose the clergyman from 
whom they wish to receive the sacraments, 
marriage, burial service, etc., which formerly 
were not permitted, as the parish clergyman 
must alone be applied to for such pastoral 
acts ; (3.) the passing o f the Dissenters’ Act 
in 1860, which permits seceders from the 
Church to form separate congregations or 
Churches, but at the same time remain in the 
State Church, according to the provision, “ No 
one, because o f diverging views, may be con
sidered separated from the State Church so 
long as he has not entered the communion o f 
another religious society tolerated in the 
kingdom.”

When we combine these Church laws, 
whereby the rigid form o f our State Church 
has been essentially modified, so that it can no 
longer be called “  a palace o f ice,”  as Dr. 
Ivrummacher, not without reason, designated it 
in Paris ; but, on the contrary, the beams o f
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the Sun o f Righteousness cause the icicles to 
drop day by day, indicating their dissolution, 
have we not cause to bless our God, who doeth 
wondrous things among us, softening the hard
est hearts? Serious Christians, differing from 
each other in their religious views, may now 
meet together within the liberal embrace o f  our 
State Church, hold their religious services 
freely, establish societies, choose their elders, 
teachers, and rulers, send out colporteurs and 
missionaries to Christian people and to hea
thens, establish tract societies and missionary 
associations, mission and colporteur schools, 
children’s homes and hospitals, etc. Yes, 
even the pastors o f the State Church, who are 
spiritually-minded, may be chosen, and have 
been chosen, as members or directors o f vol
untary societies.

[W hile agreeing with my beloved brother in 
rejoicing over much that has recently been ef
fected in favor o f religious liberty in Sweden, 
the result o f a widespread work o f the Spirit, 
yet the English reader must not suppose that 
there is religious freedom in Sweden as we un
derstand the term. The Dissenters’ Act, framed 
with consummate ingenuity to meet the case o f 
the Baptists, offers to recognize, during the 
king’s pleasure, existing congregations not Lu
theran, but forbids to them the right o f  dis
seminating their views, or enlarging their com
munion by their own efforts, and surrounds 
separation from the State Church with almost 
insurmountable difficulties. This so-called Tol
eration Act has not, 1 believe, been accept
ed by the Baptists in Sweden. It is the same 
wise policy which gives greater freedom of 
action within the pale o f the National Church.—  
T r a n s l a t o r .]

The Dissenting Bodies— Increased Liberal
ity.— The earnest Christians jn our land— not 
only Lutherans, but the so-called “ Readers” 
and the adherents o f the Baptist views, as well 
as Methodists, Moravians, and other separat
ists— have very largely partaken o f  the peace- 
bringing influence o f the Evangelical Alliance.

Although in Sweden we have had little suc
cess in forming societies in connection with the 
Evangelical Alliance, yet the great principles 
o f  the Alliance have penetrated deeply the re
ligious consciousness o f  our people. How has 
this been effected without any great society ? 
Doubtless thereby that many pastors, and also 
laymen, among whom Captain Berger may be 
specially named, have published information 
concerning the Alliance, and zealously distrib
uted its basis, principles, and objects. Those 
principles, too, are constantly held forth in all 
our religious meetings, and as they contain that 
which we already find in the word o f God, the 
Holy Spirit has given his testimony to the 
truth. As an example o f this spirit, I may 
mention that the ‘•Readers” holding different 
views have this year erected, near the great 
railway station, Hessleholm, about seven En
glish miles from Winslofl a large building, 
with a vaulted prayer-room, which will ac
commodate more than a thousand persons. 
The directors o f  this building are Lutherans 
and Baptists, and service is conducted by Lu
therans, Baptists, and others, but only by such 
as acknowledge the doctrinal basis o f the 
Evangelical Alliance. When this place was 
consecrated to its use at least two thousand 
were present, a great many o f these, o f course, 
outside the building.— Evangelical Christendom.

G e r m a n y .— Brother Jacoby writes, after 
being two weeks on a journey o f visitation : 
“  I have preached ten times, and held prayer- 
meetings and general class-meetings and ad
dressed Sunday-schools. The work in South

Germany is not only in good condition, but we 
are also prospering and souls get converted.

“  Basle.— In Basle I found the work in a very- 
interesting state. I preached to a full house, 
and enjoyed a happy love-feast. Twenty joined.

“  Bienne, Canton Berne.— Here in Bienne we 
have a large circuit for Chaux Defonds, a place 
where thousands o f watchmakers live, and 
among whom are about six thousand Germans, 
within thirty miles, belonging to this canton. 
The prospects are good, and the members 
grow in grace.”

j s ia t is t i r s .

D e n o m i n a t i o n a l  S t a t i s t i c s  i n  N e w  

H a m p s h ir e .— “ P e t r o s o f  the N ew  Y ork 
Observer, furnishes the following statistics 
o f five evangelical denominations in New 
Hampshire, gathered from the last pub
lished minutes o f  their general bodies re
spectively.

W e have been at pains to furnish some 
additional concerning the Methodist Episco
pal Church, as “ Petros  ”  is not probably as 
familiar with those as with the others given. 
— E d i t o r s .

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  a n d  P r e s b y t e r i a n .—  

The whole number o f  churohes is 190, o f  
which 7 are Presbyterian; 185 ministers, o f  
whom 90 are pastors, 58 stated supplies, and 
37 without charge; 19,863 church members, 
including 3,577 absentees; 1,146 additions, 
o f  which 815 were by profession, and 131 
by letter; 790 removals— net gain, 350. In
fant baptisms, 455, which ia 224 more than 
last year; 23,783 Sabbath-school scholars; 
$26,000 contributed to Foreign and Home 
Missions, and to the Bible and Tract Socie
ties ; not less than as much more has been 
contributed to other objects o f  benevolence.

B a p t i s t .— 83 churches; 7,903 communi
cants; 75 ministers, o f  whom 51 are pastors, 
and 24 without charge.

M e t h o d i s t .— 123 churches; 10,663 com
municants; 1,839 probationers; 104 preach
ers ; and 11,364 Sunday-school scholars. The 
latest published Minutes o f  the Methodist 
Episcopal Church show the number o f  min
isters to be 231. A  part o f  the contributions 
for the year, including the Bible, Tract, Sun
day-School, and Missionary cause, amounted 
to 116,364. N et gain in members, 171.

F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t .— 138 churches; 8,720 
communicants; 148 ordained ministers, and 
19 licentiates. There are in the United States 
and Canada W est 1,297 churches, 55,672 
communicants, 1,095 ordained preachers, and 
185 licentiates.

E p i s c o p a l i a n .— 21 parishes in 19 towns, 
17 churches, 13 clergymen, and 1,045 com
municants. Total, 551 churches, 524 or
dained ministers, and 48,194 communicants,

which are about one in seven o f  the whole 
population.

O t h e r  D e n o m i n a t i o n s .— There are in the 
state 67 church organizations and religious 
societies; o f  which 22 are Christian, 22 Uni- 
versalist, 10 Unitarian, 7 Second Advent, 
4 Roman Catholic, 1 Church o f  God, and 
1 Evangelical Christian.

JUVENILE MISSIONARY SOCI
ETIES.

How to  Or g an ize  them .— Is anything easier than 
for the officers and teachers to elect the pastor presi
dent, the superintendent, or some other person, vice- 
president, another for treasurer, and another for 
secretary ? All the officers and teachers, male and 
female, are managers. Each class is a missionary 
society with an appropriate name, and every member 
a collector, with a book or card properly signed to 
show that they are authorized. When the monthly 
meeting occurs, and the name of a society is called, 
its representative walks forward with the amount of 
their collection in a box or neat envelope, with tho 
amount marked upon it, and places it upon the table 
of the treasurer, who enters the amount received in 
his book opposite the name of the seciety, depositing 
the money in his^box. The money all in, another 
verse or two to be sung, and then the presiding offi
cer introduces the speakers. After each speech sing 
a verse or two, always to be lively and spiritual. A 
collection is generally taken from the audience at the 
conclusion. At some stage of the meeting it is well 
to state the amount collected for the month. Dis
miss with the benediction from the pastor.

W here w ill  th e  Children get th e  M onet 
fro m ?— They may probably get one cent a week from 
their parents, and as much from some relative« or 
friends or neighbors ; but it is net well for them to ask 
of the members of the congregation or strangers indis
criminately, and en the Sabbath in or about the 
church. Teachers and parents will advise on these 
matters.

A nnual M eettn-g.—Let the youth havs the after
noon of the missionary day, and too much pains can
not be taken to secure for them interesting and 
instructive speakers. No man is too eminent for 
*uch a service.

Shall  we give Certificates of M em bersh ip?—  
Use youT own discretion in this matter; for every 
three dollars you give to the treasurer of the parent 
society you will be furnished with an elegantly on- 
graved certificate, which you may give to such as you 
see good.

Collectors’ B ooks and  Cards can be had gratui
tously of Carlton & Porter, I'oe & Hitchcock, or 
W. M. Doughty.

The M issionary A dvocate is published on the 
first of eveiy month, for the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, by Carlton & Porter, 
200 Mulberry-street, Now York, and Poe & Hitchcock, 
Cincinnati; and may be had of thorn, or o f J. P. 
Magee, Boston; Rev. J. L. Read, Pittsburgh; Mr. 
James Dew, (at Rev. I. P. Cook’s,) Baltimore; Per- 
kinpine & Higgins, P. Petersen, Philadelphia; Wil
liam M. Doughty, Chicago; H. H. Otis, Buffalo. It 
is under the editorial supervision of the
Courespoxding and A ssistant Corresponding Sec

retaries of the Society.

All communications for tho paper should be directed 
to “ The Missionary Advocate.”

T erms.— For eight copies $1, forty-five copies $5, 
one hundred copies $10 per annum. For a single cop}', 
Bent by mail, 26 cents. Payment, in all cases, must 
be in advance.

P ostage.
Tho postage on this paper is twelve cents a year 

on a single copy, and no more on five copies, or 
any number between one and five, when sent to one 
address, than on a single one. This will be tho rate 
of postage whatever the number sent in tho package, 
in all cases to be paid quarterly or yearly in advance at 
the post-office of the subscriber. The publishers will 
in no case receive subscriptions hereafter to prepay 
postage in the United States, as they can save the sub
scribers nothing by doing so.


