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VOLUME XX.

PASTORS’ RELATION TO MIS
SIONS.

A M iss io n a r y - in  C h in a  writes to his for
mer feUow-pastors at home, through the For
eign Missionary, a letter replete with advices 
o f a character which must do good. We glad
ly transfer to our columns some extracts :

Ministers are the defenders o f  the faith and 
the teachers o f the people, and it is as much 
their duty to instruct, to reprove, and to ex
hort their people on this subject as on liberal
ity to the poor or observance of the Sabbath. 
Nay, more, they are the representatives to the 
people o f a dying world, and they should pre
sent faithfully their claims and cries for help. 
They are to sympathize with Christ, and as 
his embassadors they should intercede with 
the Church for the perishing. They are placed 
between the living and the dead. Let them 
not neglect or ignore the high and holy trust. 
The second position involves an estimate of the 
relative importance of the missionary work. 
On this I cannot enter at present. But if a 
mere opportunity to contribute, or a few statis
tics read, or a still-born sermon delivered an
nually, be ail that you suppese its relative im
portance demands, I am sorry. While such 
views are held by ministers at home there is 
little hope that adequate means will be provid
ed to preach the Gospel to the heathen. I can 
but express my own solemn conviction that 
such a low estimate of the work, and which I 
know is the one adopted by not a few in the 
Church, does not give it such a position as 
Christ and his apostles gave it, does not give 
such a position as the Holy Spirit has given it 
in the Scriptures, nor such a position as it was 
designed to hold in the economy o f God’s 
grace to the world.

I have already adverted to the fact, that mis
sionary sermons lose much of their efficiency 
by being too abstract and general. They 
should, no doubt, set forth the doctrines and 
principles on which the work is founded. But 
this 4s not all, nor chiefly, what they should do. 
They should appeal to the hearts of the people 
as Christians, as feeling for the woes of dying 
men, and as sympathizing with Christ for his 
redemptive work and soul-travail for lost men. 
They should also set forth the moral and spir
itual condition of the heathen, how they are 
not only wretchedly ignorant and blinded, 
(which is too often supposed to be the worst 
of their condition,) but now they are univer
sally sunk to the lowest depth of wickedness, 
giving loose run to all those corrupt and ma
lignant passions that degrade and pollute the 
soul, and how their religions are a bundle of 
vain superstitions, cruel rites, and gross decep
tions. And this should be done in detail, en
forcing the general statement by facts and 
illustrations.

Missionary Sermons.— Farther, missionary 
sermons should bring out a comprehensive 
statement of the history, progress, and pros
pects o f rfoissions. Especially" the missions of 
our own Church, their number, location,
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strength, progress, and prospects should be 
noted, so that the people may become as fa
miliar with them as they are with the great 
divisions of-the earth, or with the towns in 
their own counties. The difficulties, hinderances, 
and trials of the work should also be dwelt on 
frequently and fully. This will not injure the 
cause, as some have supposed, but will call 
forth sympathy and prayer for the missionary, 
and will silence the clamor for greater success, 
which has so often injured the cause. The 
people must be informed or they will not do. 
it may be said, perhaps, that this information 
is given at the monthly concert on Monday 
evening. But are the people there to hear ? 
or is the information given to empty pewsl 
It may also be said, perhaps, that such in for-- 
mation is given more fully in missionary pa
pers and books than it can be in the pulpit, and 
that there is the proper place for the people to 
get it. The same may be said, however, of 
various other matters that must, nevertheless, 
be preached, and preached frequently. It 
would be just as reasonable to depend on re
ligious books and newspapers to spread abroad, 
and defend and enforce the other parts and all 
parts of Gospel truth. The fact is the people 
do not and, until a great change takes place, 
they will not get sufficient information from 
books and newspapers. The minister has, or 
should have, opportunities and facilities for 
getting information that the mass of the people 
cannot have. Let him then instruct the people.

People must be taught.—They know that 
there is a Board of Missions, and that money 
is wanted to send missionaries to the heathen, 
and this is all. How many, think you, know 
the number, strength, location, and progress of 
our own missions, to say nothing of those o f 
other Churches ; or, how many have any just 
idea of the real condition of the heathen world, 
and of the utter inadequacy of the agencies in 
operation for their evangelization 1 Alas! 
they are hard to find and easy to count, as I 
have been alike pained and surprised to find. 
My serious conviction, brethren, is, that there 
is verily a fault among ministers in this mat
ter. As missionaries we look to you, brethren, 
for sympathy and co-operation. You must 
carry this great cause on your shoulders. To 
you it properly belongs.

There are other ways, besides formal ser
mons, in which the pulpit can be made sub
servient to the missionary cause. A  preacher, 
if he keeps posted up in missionary matters, 
can often introduce into his sermons, with the 
happiest effect, anecdotes and incidents from 
missionary life. He can place heathen relig
ions and morality in contrast, as he presents 
the pure, and holy, and living doctrines of the 
Gospel o f  Christ. He can enrich his style 
with figures and illustrations from heathen re
ligions and customs, and from missionary trials 
and triumphs. He can even, if occasion offers, 
use the pulpit in an extraordinary manner. I 
once heard a venerable pastor and ex-professor 
of theology, at the close of his regular service, 
announce to the people an unexpected and most 
encouraging success which one of out;  missions 
had experienced. He added no comment, but
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his full heart broke out ¡none emphatic “ Glory 
to God, Halleluiah!”  and. he dismissed the 
congregation. The impression made was most 
happy, yea, powerful. I shall never forget it.

Pastors can sustain a Monthly Concert.—  
This much, at least, the mission cause claims 
of the prayers of the Church. Is it too much ? 
Yet even this is not given in all cases, for there 
are many Churches, alas ! which know nothing 
of a monthly concert. How a minister can 
claim to have the missionary cause at heart, 
and yet neglect the monthly concert, I cannot 
see. He may, indeed, say that the people take 
no interest in it, and do not attend. This, 
however, is chiefly his own fault. It is his 
business to make it interesting, and to exhort 
the people to attend. It is any thing but a 
barren subject. It is easier to make such a 
prayer-meeting interesting than a general 
prayer-meeting. To assist, our Board issues 
missionary papers before the first of each 
month, which are sent to all our ministers.* 
The same amount of labor that is usually be
stowed on a Wednesday evening lecture will 
make the monthly concert interesting and pop
ular. The monthly concert is the pulse of mis
sionary life ; and I have often thought it would 
be wise to* make it, together with the. mission
ary spirit in general, a standing item in the 
annual reports of ministers to their association, 
presbytery, or conference.

Pastors should secure the circulation o f Mis
sionary Papers.—These are justly regarded by 
all the friends of missions as a most important 
means o f diffusing missionary information. 
They should not take the place of the pastor’s 
labor, but should be used by him as helps and 
instruments by which to do his work more ef
fectually. Their circulation will depend, almost 
always, directly on the influence and efforts of 
the pastor. Let each minister, then, take up 
this matter as of paramount interest to the 
mission cause, and let him see to it that, so far 
as his efforts can possibly secure it, some mis
sionary paper shall be in every family. It 
may cost labor and pains, but it is more than 
worth it all.

The pastor is in a most favorable position to 
raise up missionaries. Let him not neglect the 
opportunity. W hen he addresses the children 
of his flock in the Sabbath-school, or when he 
talks to them in their own homes, let him set 
this work before them as worthy of their high
est and holiest ambition.

M is s io n a r y  E x c h a n g e .— W e observe that 
the Missionary Boards of our sister Protestant 
Churches are manifesting alarm at the contin
ued high rate of exchange, which has ruled for 
the last month at 270. They are frankly de
claring to their Churches that their treasuries, 
respectively, cannot stand this much longer, 
and are calling for largely-increased contribu-

*  Every pastor wlio applies by letter to the publish
ers is entitled to a copy of the Missionary. Advocate 

i gratis.
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tions. These apprehensions of danger express
ed by our sister Missionary Boards have 
turned our thoughts more anxiously to the 
condition of our own missionary treasury, 
and we rejoice to learn that if the contribu
tions from the conferences, which are yet to 
hold their sessions in 1864, shall advance over 
their contributions in 1863, as the conferences 
have done which have already (August 1) held 
their sessions in 1864, our missionary society 
will meet all demands upon it, both for the 
foreign and home work, and go into 1865 with 
a balance in the treasury ; and this, too, after 
meeting the extraordinary and unforeseen ex
penditures authorized by the late General 
Conference in the Rocky Mountain regions. 
The General Missionary Committee, at its 
meeting last November, counted upon ex
change at 65 premium. Instead of this the 
premium has ruled perhaps on an average of 
125. For this difference of premium on ex
change the General Committee did not pro
vide, because it did not apprehend such ad
vance. But the Board has had to pay it thus 
far, and must continue to pay. . And it is a 
Gause of the highest and purest admiration and 
confidence in regard to the Church, that there 
is everywhere expressed by pastors and people 
a determination to carry the missions at home 
and abroad triumphantly through the terrible 
crisis that is upon the country and the Church, 
and this too without an abatement of the glori
ous work at home or abroad. This result 
will be a magnificent and invincible evidence 
of the truth of the Christian religion and of the 
ability o f  the Church. For nothing but love 
to God in the heart o f man could inspire the 
millions of people to give o f their substance so 
gladly and so liberally for the redemption of 
the world through Jesus Christ our Lord, at a 
time when the present and the future o f our 
country require the greatest sacrifices. But 
the conclusion to which the Church has come, 
guided, as we must believe, by the Divine 
Spirit, is, that the ministry of the Word at 
home, and the spread of the Gospel abroad, 
must not be held in abeyance by any embar
rassing conditions o f the community or of the 
state. All these great interests must be at
tended to. This condition of the mind and 
heart o f the Church foreshadows the coming 
o f the kingdom of Christ with power, and its 
establishment among all nations.

Nor will it be a very great strain on the 
Church to maintain her missionary work in its 
present prosperous condition abroad, and ex* 
tend it at home, as the expansion of our popu
lation shall require, as is now manifesting 
itself in the West, in the region o f  the Rocky 
Mountains, and in the suburbs of rapidly 
growing cities. It will only be necessary to 
enlarge the basis o f contributions as provided 
for in the Discipline, in the chapter on “ Sup

port of Missions.” This will bring the mod
erate contributions o f the millions into the 
missionary treasury, while those to wh*m God 
has given wealth will continue to bring their 
noble and worthy gifts as heretofore, increased 
by the increased demand and by their increas
ed ability. Let the pastors see that -each 
Sunday-school is recognized as an active Mis
sionary Society under such simple rules and 
regulations as may be necessary to direct its 
action as a missionary society auxiliary to its 
own Church; let the Missionary Committees 
of each Church take wise and efficient meas
ures to obtain the contribution of each member 
of the Church and congregation once a year ; 
and then let each person to whom God has 
given remarkable prosperity bring forward his 
or her large thank-offering to God, and we are 
sure there will be no want o f money in our 
missionary treasury for carrying on the glori
ous work committed to our Church at home 
and abroad.

MORE SEED-CORN.
Two G entlem en '  of New  York gave each. $25,000  

to endow two professorships in the New  York City 
University. Two others have pledged $5,000 each, 
and others $1,000 each.

Williams College too has received $25,000 from a 
friend, and her other friends have raised a committee 
trusting to realize $110,000 to complete the endow
ment.

Bowdotn College has secured the gift of $50,000.

AH for Charity.— It will be remembered that Mr. 
Chauncey Rose, o f New  York, submitted the will of 
his deceased brother (bestowing his estate for chari

table purposes) to a judicial decision, not for the purpose 
of setting it aside, as some have intimated, but to obtain 
a definite construction of its provisions. The court de
cided that the will was void for indefmitenesa, the es

tate thus falling to the two living brothers. Upon this, 
Mr. Rose proposed to give his share of the property in 
charity, and thus fulfill, as far as possible, the design 
of the bequest He has just distributed two hundred 
and ninety thousand dollars among the charitable and 
benevolent institutions of this city and vicinity, in ad
dition to that before reported, making five hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars thus given from his share 
of the estate. The portion falling to him will be about 
three fourths of a million, none of which will be taken 
for Ms own private ttse.

MISSIONARY INSTITUTE.
T h e  L o n d o n  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y  have 

one, and give us a glimpse o f its character 
in their late annual report:

The number of students for missionary 
service, including those now finishing their 
course, amounts to forty-eight; and to their. 
Christian character, no less than their diligent 
application, their respective tutors have borne 
honorable testimony.

After prolonged consideration, and repeated 
conference between the directors both o f town 
and country, it was unanimously resolved, in 
October, 1861, to establish an institution in 
which the students of the society might spend 
the last year of their academical course in 
studies peculiar to missionary life and labor. 
The course for the year includes the continued

study of the sacred Scriptures in the originals ; 
the principles and history of Christian missions 
both ancient and modern ; the acquisition .of at 
least the elements of the several lauguages in 
which the missionary is hereafter to exercise 
his ministry ; and the attainment, when desir
able, o f the principles and practice of surgery 
and medicine. In addition to these advantages, 
the missionary element pervades and charac
terizes the entire engagements of the institu
tion in a degree not otherwise to be secured ; 
and the result of the first session has assured 
the directors of the beneficial influence and 
substantial advantages resulting from the new 
arrangement.

The directors, sensible that the success of 
the institution would mainly depend on the 
missionary spirit as well as the literary quali
fications of the president, were happy in ap
pointing the Rev. John Smith Ward 1 aw, M.A., 
to that office. The devoted labors of their 
valued friend as a missionary in India for 
nearly twenty years, in addition to his aca
demical qualifications, afforded the assurance 
that he was the man for the office ; and the di
rectors would be wanting, both in justice and 
gratitude, did they omit to bear testimony to 
the judgment, fidelity, and Christian spirit with 
which Mr. Wardlaw has discharged the various 
duties of his position.

C H I N A .
R e v . R . S. M a c l a y ,— From this mission

ary, the superintendent of our missions at Fuh- 
chau, we have advices that the local govern
ment has fully remunerated the missionaries 
and the missionary station for all the damages 
done at a riot, which we have heretofore re
ported.

C h in e s e  M a r t y r s .—A  Chinese missionary 
said: “ I could tell you, did time permit, of 
the sufferings of our native Christians. It has 
been said, on high authority, that the Chinese 
are not prepared to make sacrifices for relig
ion. All that I can say in answer to this is 
that they do. There was a noble man in the 
south of China connected with Dr. Legge’s 
Church, who preached the Gospel to his fellow- 
countrymen. and God gave him some fifty 
souls as his hire. That man was called upon 
by the heathen to give up Christ or die. lie  
said,‘ I can die, but I cannot forsake Christ.’ 
They plunged a knife into his heart, and threw 
his body into the stream.”

O f f e r in g s  o f  C h in e s e  C h r is t ia n s .—-The 
Rev. A. Blauvelt, of the Dutch Reformed 
Mission at Am^y, China, says that the three 
hundred and ten native communicants of their 
Church at that city cast into the Lord’s treas
ury, during the past year, at the rate of not 
less than $2 25 per communicant, male and 
female. When it is considered that most of 
the communicants in China belong to the arti
san and laboring classes, and that such persons 
receive only from ten to fifteen cents a day for 
their work, it will be apparent that they have 
acquired the grace of liberal giving.

M is s io n a r ie s  N e e d e d .—The American
Board has no more missionaries in China than 
it had ten years ago. One, in writing for more, 
uses the following language:

W e have been pleading these three years 
for men to go to Pekin, where a wide door is
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opened for the preaching of the Gospel. We 
have "been calling for two men to labor at 
T’ung Chau, a city of 200,000 inhabitants, 
twelve miles east of Pekin, than which we 
know of ho more promising place in China for 
a station away from an open port.

W i v e s  o f  M is s io n a r ie s .— A returned mis
sionary at a London anniversary said :

Let me tell you that the wife of a mission
ary can do as great a work in China as the 
missionary himself. She can gather around 
her the poor degraded females of that land, 
and can speak to them of God’s truth. I 
should like to take you to a scene in one of 
our mission homes at Amoy, where the noble 
wife of a missionary— she would not like me 
to repeat her name on this occasion— is doing 
a great work, gathering around her a number 
of Chinese females, reading the word of God 
to them, and calling upon them to kneel down 
with her in prayer. I have often listened to 
the prayers of those Christian women, and I 
can testify to their fervency and simple faith. 
Some would have us believe that the Chinese 
have no hearts. Well, I know that the devil 
has incased the hearts o f that people in all 
manner of pride and superstition, but the hearts 
are there for all that, and the grace of God can 
fill them with tender and generous emotions. 
Tell me that the Chinese cannot feel ! 1 saw
the wife of a missionary on her death-bed, and 
native Christian women kneeling around that 
bed ; I heard their prayers, stifled by sobs of 
grief, ascend to heaven, that their friend and 
teacher might be restored to life. Tell me 
that the Chinese cannot feel ! Do you see 
that funeral procession winding around the 
foot of the hills, until it reaches the burial- 
place of the dead. A  missionary is being car
ried to his long home, and there follow him, 
not only his brethren and his countrymen, but 
hundreds of Christian Chinese, clothed in their 
mourning robes of sackcloth and white, as
sembled to express their esteem and affection 
for the teacher whom God has called away to 
his rest. If they love the laborer for his 
work’s sake, they love the Master too.

We have advised the Church heretofore of 
the violent and unexpected riots which occur
red in Fuhchau early in 1864. These riots, 
by the common testimony of the missionaries, 
have turned out rather for the furtherance of 
the Gospel. Mr. Wolfe, of the Church Mis
sion, says :

The Christians of Fuhchau, who, at the com
mencement of the year, suffered severely from 
the riots of a persecuting mob, have ceased to 
be molested, and are now quietly allowed to 
profess their religion. The mandarins have 
made full compensation for damage done, and 
I have built up the chapel, school, and helpers’ 
houses more substantial than ever. Not one 
of our people went baclç. The riots have done 
good. They have brought Christianity more 
under the notice and observation of the rulers 
and people. They have increased the zeal and 
boldness of our Christians, and have drawn 
forth some literary men as our defenders. A 
book has been written and circulated, defend
ing the missionaries, and ridiculing the preten
sions of the literary class. This publication, 
shows that Christianity is gaining ground.

A MISSION FOR ORIENTALS.
L o n d o n  Citt M is s io n .— A -writer in the 

Christian Work, giving some account of the 
laborers connected with this mission, says :

But the missionary, and the only missionary 
to the Orientals of London, is an exception to 
this general rule; he is not an Oriental. It has 
not been in the power of the City Mission to 
obtain, either from among the first-fruits of 
China and of Hindoostan, or from the con
verts from the Pagans and Mohammedans, a 
man qualified and equipped for this special 
service. It is an undoubted fact, that the man 
whom the Head of the Church has specially 
used and honored in doing an amount of good 
among Orientals such as eternity only can re
veal, is an Englishman who was never out of 
England, who has such a wonderful faculty for 
the mastery of foreign tongues, that for nearly 
seven years he has been able to hold inter
course with natives of India,. Persia, Java, 
Japan, the South Sea Islands, Arabia, and China, 
and to read to them portions, at least, of the 
sacred Scriptures in Persian, Arabic, Hindoo- 
stanee, and Malay.

This missionary is now, and has for some 
time past been a resident in the immediate 
neighborhood of the Strangers’ Home, near 
the East India Docks, that important institu
tion of which the late Prince Consort laid the 
foundation stone in 1856.

In his report he expresses his joy that his 
had been the pleasure of advancing the City 
Mission beyond its usual limits, and “ in a 
tongue which no other brother has had the ad
vantage to employ.”

“ A greater pleasure,”  he writes, “  I could 
not mention, than to be called to the sick-bed 
of some Oriental who is unable to articulate a 
word of English, and several such opportuni
ties have lately occurred. I esteem it a reward 
for my endeavors when I am enabled to break 
the long silence he has been called to observe, 
to become familiar with his wants, his fears, 
and his pain, and then to introduce the 
Saviour to his notice.”

Some Results o f  this Charity.— Up to the 
day of my visit to the Home 2,144 persons 
had partaken of its advantages. From the 
7th of June, 1857, to June, 1864, 2,268 regis
tered inmates have resided in the Home from 
one week to three or four months, and 1,359 
beds have been provided and paid for by night
ly lodgers; 415 (43 in 1863) destitute Asiat
ics and Africans have been taken off the streets 
of the metropolis, many of them maintained 
several weeks without payment, together with 
218 others (28 in 1863) sent or taken from 
workhouses or prisons, have been provided 
with employment, or a passage to their re
spective countries. Upward of 1,000 desti
tute Asiatics and Africans have thus, during 
the last seven years, been taken care of and 
gratuitously provided for, entailing an unre- 
covercd expenditure of £2,363, or £300 per 
annum, for board, lodging, clothing, passage, 
etc. Cash and property to the value of nearly 
£7,000 (£8,000 in I860) has been taken care 
of and returned to its owners on leaving En
gland ; and, above all, the Word of God has 
been set before hundreds of strangers in their 
own tongue.

I N D I A .
B is h o p  T h o m so n  sailed from New York in 

the “ Persia”  August 24th, to proceed to 
India, organize a mission conference there, and 
then pass on to China, and from thence he will 
go to Turkey, and then return home, with the 
favor of the Head of the Church.

W e are expecting that Rev. J. M. Thoburn

w'ill return to India in October, accompanied 
by Rev. T. S. Stivers, of Ohio.

One of the Church missionaries in Oude 
adds clear and weighty testimony to the silent 
spread of Christian influences upward among 
the people of India, and already giving evi
dence of practical fruits. He says :

The proud Brahmin at Benares looked upon 
the missionary with something like disgust. 
When we addressed him he would keep aloof 
from fear o f being defiled by our very near
ness. When we gave him a. tract we had to 
put it on the ground, and from the ground he 
would take it up, it being sanctified by the 
touch of it. In his house we had to take care 
lest his cooking vessels should be defiled by 
our clothes coming in contact with them. In 
the bazar he was noisy, and opposed the mis
sionary in a most determined manner. There 
is scarcely an old missionary in the country 
who has not been insulted by his hearers in 
days gone b y .. . .  Now this state of things is 
entirely passed away. The missionary is 
respected and welcomed as a friend wherever 
he goes. A charpoy is brought, a blanket 
spread, food and pau is offered, and many say, 
“  This day my house has been sanctified by 
your visit.”  For hours they listen t̂o the 
story of man’s salvation by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; the story of his atonement and 
death for them touches their hearts.. . .  The 
Hindoos feel that they must become Chris
tians, and they are reconciled to this idea; 
for, according to their book, caste is in the 
iron age to be abolished, and all people 
are to become one. The Mohammedans, too, 
expect their prophet Midhee together with 
Christ, and if Christ then introduce a new 
reigu then they will be ready to follow him.

As a practical proof that the ancient relig
ious prejudices of the people are giving way, 
we may note that caste is not now observed as 
rigidly as heretofore, and that native women 
are beginning to be employed publicly in the 
missionary work in India. At the Nellore 
station of the Church Missionary Society two 
Christian women have been appointed as 
Bible-women, to go from house to house to 
read the Bible and to explain it to their 
deeply-sunk and degraded sisters. One of 
them is supported by the native Church. This 
is done partly by a weekly collection made at 
the church door, and partly by the produce of 
cocoa-nut trees, dedicated by the native Chris
tians to that special object. Every Christian 
householder at the station has set apart a tree, 
the produce o f which is sold once a month for 
the support o f the Bible-womcn.

N a t iv e  P r b a c im r s  in  In d ia .— At the late 
anniversary of the Wesleyan Missionary So
ciety, one of the returned missionaries from 
India said: “ We intend to conquer India by 
means of Indian levies. European mission
aries unaided and alone will never be able to 
convert India. So we draw our young men 
around us. They know the Gospel as well its 
we do. They can preach it as efficiently; 
they can proclaim it before an assembly as 
eloquently, and teach it in a class as impress
ively as ourselves, ay, and sometimes more 
impressively; because the truth coming from
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one Hindoo has great power over another 
Hindoo. The sophisms which they sometimes 
bring out in their conversations to puzzle or 
distract the foreigner can never appear in the 
presenoe o f a Brahmin who has been convert
ed. Besides that, the arguments of race and 
of caste, which they bring before us so fre
quently, fall to the ground in the presence o f 
a man who has been one o f themselves. And 
when I have been preaching the Gospel in the 
highways o f India, with a converted Brahmin 
by my side or a Hindoo of high caste, the 
people have disturbed us by noisy opposition ; 
but he, casting his eye on the tumultuous 
throng, has hushed them in a moment, and has 
said, ‘ Why, you know that Hindooism is all a 
lie, and you dare not contradict me.’ These 
are the men whom God is giving us. These 
are the men with whom we go forth. They 
are witnesses of the power of divine truth, and 
in some respects such witnesses as I have 
never seen in any other part of the world.”

India M is s io n  P r e s s .— Our Mission Press 
i:>: India, under the supervision of the Rev. J. 
W . Waugh, is beginning to manifest its power 
and usgfulness. In due time it will give the 
Holy Scriptures to the common people in their 
own language, as our mission press in China is 
doing. In a letter from Dr. Butler to the 
Corresponding Secretary, dated June 28th, he 
says: “ Brother Waugh has now nearly the 
whole o f the Psalms printed in the common 
language of the people; it will make a nice 
volume, and is, I think, a credit to our press 
in its execution.” In this good work we have 
been liberally aided by the American Bible 
Society, and we must still look to them for 
aid to give our press full effect.

In d ia .—The progress of Christianity in India 
is not to be judged simply by the number and 
social condition of its converts. There is a 
silent change going on in the public mind, in
dicating that the better sort o f people are let
ting go their hold on the ancient religions of 
the country. And as the human mind must 
have hold of something it thinks divine, and 
having respect to the future world, these 
heathen people are beginning to look with 
interest and favor on the Christian religion 
which the missionaries propose to them, sup
ported by the civilization and ascendancy of 
the Christian nations. Looking only at the 
statistical results o f missions in Iadia, and the 
■mall number of missionaries employed among, 
say, one hundred and fifty millions of people, 
the London Times newspaper has lately en
deavored to throw discouragement over all 
missions to the heathen, and especially in India. 
This has called out able reviews of the articles 
in the Times. Among these we notice the 
Friend o f India, the oldest and ablest news
paper published in India, and not in the inter
est o f  any missionary society. It takes the 
same view o f the true measure of the progress 
of the mission*, which we have given above. 
It says:

Natives of the highest caste will now attend

institutions where the Bible is read, and hund
reds will assemble to hear a lecture from the 
most distinguished missionary o f the day. 
There was a time when Hindoos were hor
rified at the bare idea o f defiling themselves 
by touching a dead body ; now they study 
eagerly in the medical schools, and Brahmins 
practice dissection without scruple. One na
tive writes: “  No more do we see any edu
cated Hindoo believing in the religious dogmas 
o f his forefathers.”  In a word, the former 
state of things is crumbling away like a piece 
o f rotten wood. Future missionaries will find 
the people ready and prepared to hear them, 
instead of their having to battle against preju
dice and obstinate bigotry. No man expects 
to find his garden blooming with flowers the 
day after he has put the seed in the ground. 
The progress of missions has been, upon the 
whole, rapid and wonderful, when the charac
ter of the people is taken into consideration.

T U R K E Y .
R e v iv e d  F a n a t ic is m .— For some days past 

rumors have been spread abroad by the publio 
papers that the Turkish government had made 
a violent and unexpected demonstration against 
all Turks who had embraced Christianity, and 
against all missionary and Bible establishments 
in Constantinople. The Rev. A. L. Lon»-, our 
missionary in Constantinople, in a letter to the 
Corresponding Secretary, dated July 21, gives 
an authentic account of this unexpected con
duct o f the Turkish government, and promises 
to write further and fuller by next mail. The 
open and noble testimony of Selim Effendi, (a 
converted Turk known as Mr. Williams,) and 
the prompt and energetic action of our charge 
d’affaires, are bright spots in the dark picture, 
and contrasts strongly with the unsympathetic 
indifference of Sir Henry Bulwer, the English 
embassador. At the time Brother Long wrote, 
the fate of the other converted Turks who had 
been arrested was not known. There is 
ground for painful apprehension in regard to 
them, and we wait with anxiety for the letter 
from Brother Long by next mail. In the 
mean time we publish his letter mentioned 
above.

Constantinople, July 21, 1864.

To the Corretpondinç Secretary :
D e a r  B r o t h e r ,—You may perhaps have 

been somewhat surprised at some remarks 
which I made in my letters of last spring con
cerning the growing jealousy o f the Ottoman 
government toward missionaries and their 
work, and the comments which I then made 
upon the eulogies which a certain class o f En
glish diplomatists are continually sending 
forth in favor of Turkish administration.

The following brief statement o f facts which 
have just transpired, and are now transpiring, 
will enable you the better to judge of the cor-’ 
rectness o f those remarks.

On Sunday last (17th July) a simultaneous 
arrest was made of several Christian Turks. 
Mr. Williams, (formerly Selim Effendi,) whose 
arrest was the only one made publicly, was, 
however, for some cause only detained about 
an hour and a half, during which, upon examin

ation, he made a noble confession of that 
faith which he has been endeavoring to preach 
to his countrymen for several years. The 
others, who are secreted in some of the dun
geons of the city, will doubtless stand as firmly 
as he did if they are given an opportunity to 
speak.

On Monday, the 18th, a body of police vis
ited the printing office where the publications 
of the Bible Societies and the American mis
sionaries are printed, and after summarily 
ejecting every one from the premises, took 
possession aud sealed the building with the 
government seal. After about an hour they 
came to the Bible House, that is, the building 
occupied by the American Bible Society, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and the 
missionaries of the American Board. The 
officer in charge politely ordered all parties to 
vacate the building; but upon Messrs. Wash
burn and Sellar refusing to comply, he left two 
armed men at the door and went back to ro- 
port. Messrs. Washburn and Sellar then 
started over to Pera to report to their respect
ive embassies and request protection; for you 
must know that, according to treaty obliga
tions, the persons and property of foreigners 
can, under no pretense whatever, be touched 
by the Turkish authorities without application 
being made to the embassies for permission 
to d» so. This building being jointly occupied 
by American and English subjects, they were 
entitled to immediate protection in this viola
tion of their premises by an armed force. I 
was in the upper part of the building at the 
time, but having finished my work I was start- 
ing-for home, when upon descending the stairs 
I found that the officer had returned, saying 
that he had imperative orders t© close the es
tablishment immediately, and that no books 
must be taken out.

I returned immediately to our translating 
room in the upper story, and took the Bulga
rian manuscript of the New Testament, which 
has cost so much labor, and hastily putting it 
into a portfolio, returned with it below. Rev. 
I. G. Bliss, agent o f the American Bible So
ciety, arrived at that moment, and was greatly 
surprised on being informed of the state of 
affairs. W e endeavored to persuade the offi
cer to delay further action until the gentlemen 
should return from the embassies ; but finally 
he said he could wait no linger, and he must 
positively order us to leave the building, and 
should we refuse he would be under the neces
sity of calling the soldiers under his command 
to remove us by force. Finding it of no use 
to resist, we yielded, and went out under-pro
test. The doors were then sealed, and two 
armed sentries stationed in the street as a 
guard.

The same party visited on the same day the 
rooms occupied by Rev. Dr.. Pfander, of the 
English Church Missionary Society, and in his 
absence closed-up aud sealed the premises.

Now what has been done by the embassies 
in respect to this outrage, in violation of treaty 
obligations, and an insult which could not 
have been done even to a wine-shop owned by 
any English subject? I feel deeply pained to 
say, that as yet the English embassy has done
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nothing, and there is a very painful impression 
upon the minds of us all, based also on no 
slight amount o f evidence, that Sir Henry 
Bulwer, the English embassador, has been pre
viously cognizant o f this affair, and that the 
step has received, his previous unofficial sanc
tion. Alas for religious liberty when it is 
represented by such men!

If I am not mistaken to-day’s steamer will 
carry to England a mail which will arouse the 
religious public o f old England to indignation, 
and cause her representative to feel that there 
is a certain degree of indifference beyond which 
it is dangerous for him to pass.

I am proud of my country, as I report the 
different course o f conduct pursued by our own 
representative. Our minister being absent, the 
Hon. J. P. Brown, Secretary of Legation, is at 
present in charge. Although he would natu
rally feel embarrassed in not being able to act 
with the full moral influence of an embassador, 
and still more so in consequence of being un
supported by the English embassy, yet his 
course has been so far deserving o f the highest 
praise. Immediately upon being informed of 
the facts in the case he wrote a very strong note 
to Ali Pasha upon the subject, and as no reply 
was received that evening he went on Tuesday to 
see him and demand an explanation. I have 
no time at present to give in detail their 
conversation as reported by Mr. Brown, but 
will merely say, that through his praiseworthy 
exertions the bookstore was yesterday opened, 
and a search made for certain books which it 
was alleged were sold there. They were un
able to get through with their search last 
night, so it will be continued to-day. What 
the result will be we cannot now foresee. I 
will inform you by next mail of further devel
opments of the case. In the mean time let us 
pray that the work of the Lord may not be im
peded, but advanced by these persecuting 
measures.

Yours sin cerely , A l b e r t  L. L o n g .

T h e  M is s io n a r y  D i f f ic u l t y  a t  C o n s t a n 

t in o p l e .— The Levant Herald gives as follows 
the terms on which the missionary difficulty 
has been arranged:

The difference between the Porte and the 
Protestant missionaries has been arranged on 
a basis which, if not all that the latter could 
wish for, will perhaps, under all the circum
stances, be generally regarded as equitable and 
satisfactory. The bookstores and offices of 
the several societies have been reopened, and 
full liberty given to their agents to preach to 
all comers in their respective chapels and meet- 
ing-rooms, but not in the khans or other public 
places in Stamboul. • The free sale of the Bible 
m bookstores is permitted, but not its col- 
Dortage about the capital, nor either the sale 
or gratuitous distribution of controversial 
works attacking Mohammedism. The native 
converts under arrest are, “ for their own pro
tection, and as a measure of precaution against 
popular excitement,”  to be temporarily remov
ed from the eapital to some English consular 
station in the provinces, the Porto engaging to 

rovide for their families during their absence, 
uch, briefly detailed, are the terms of the set

tlement come to between the government and 
Sir Henry Bulwer. The result is, o f course, 
a considerable curtailment of the latitude hith
erto enjoyed by our olerical friends.

S W I T Z E R L A N D .
R e l ig io u s  I n t o l e r a n c e  in  S w it z e r l a n d .—  

jEvangelical Christendom for July last furnish
es the following painful statement:

In April last a communication was received, 
narrating the following case of religious per
secution in the Canton of Lucerne: That An
toine Lauber, of Marbac, having been required 
by the municipal authorities to have his infant 
child baptized, declined to do so, on the ground 
of his objection to infant baptism ; that, in con
sequence, and for no other reason known to 
exist, his house was forcibly entered by the 
police, his five children carried away, who 
have not up to the present time been returned 
to their parents.

The Foreign Secretary, accompanied by the 
President of the Alliance, Lord Calthorpe, had 
an interview with Lord Russell on the subject, 
who kindly promised to write to Her Majes
ty’s Minister at Berne; also, in the event of a 
memorial from the Evangelical Alliance being 
presented to the Federal Council of the Swiss 
Confederation, to furnish the deputation pre
senting it with a letter of'introduction.

The deputation proceeding to Geneva for the 
Tercentenary services of John Calvin, at the 
close of those meetings went to Berne, bearing 
the memorial from the Alliance. The deputa
tion were courteously received both by Her 
Majesty’s Minister, Rear Admiral the Hon. E. 
A. J. Harris, and by the Vice-President of the 
Swiss Confederation, Counselor Schenk, in the 
absence o f the president, who not only assured 
them of his personal disapproval of the pro
ceedings, but that public opinion throughout 
Switzerland had almost unanimously condemn
ed the authorities of Marbac, as well as the 
Grand Council of Lucerne.

The deputation since their return have heard 
from an influential resident in Berne that there 
is every hope that the children will shortly be 
restored to their parents, and that the whole 
case will be brought before the Swiss Parlia
ment at its opening.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
R e lig io u s  T o l e r a t i o n  in  N ew G r e n a d a .  

— A  letter from Panama, in one of the dayly 
papers, speaks of important changes in the ad
ministration of affairs at Bogota, and adds : 
“ Another decree has been pajssed in regard to 
religion, which is all that is desired so far as 
the Protestant Church is concerned ; but I can
not see what material difference it will make 
in the Roman Catholic, the religion o f the 
country. By this decree all connection be
tween the Roman Catholic clergy of the coun
try and the Holy See is dissolved ; or, in 
other words, the government of Columbia does 
not recognize the pope as the head of the 
Church, and the priests of the country by the 
decree are placed independent of it, which all 
true Catholics must know to be impossible. 
Under the decree clergymen of all denomina
tions are permitted to perform religious servi
ces when, where, and how they please, without 
taking any oath whatever, the only exception 
being bishops, vicars, and other higher digni
taries of the Church. I cannot see what ma
terial difference this law will make in regard 
to the Catholic religion in this country. No 
Catholic priest will attempt to perform the 
duties o f his holy office in this country where 
he is not allowed to acknowledge the pope as 
the head of the Church, unless he has no fear 
of excommunication, and very few of this kind 
can be found. When they are, they are men 
who cannot be trusted. The decree is, on the 
whole, a vast improvement. It is directly the 
opposite of what Mosquera desired and openly 
advocated, which is alone a great point gained.”

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
W isc o n sin  Co n f e r e n c e , L a C ro sse  D is t r ic t , A u

gust 23, 1864.

To Ute Corresponding Secretary:
D e a r  B r o t h e r ,— la  territory the La Crosse district 

embraces a part of six large counties. There are eight 
missions within the bounds of this district, whereas 
there ought to be fifteen; for there is but one really 
self-supporting field among them alL

Glendale is the most southeast appointment in our 
conference, with $40 missionary appropriation, Rev. D. 
Clingman, missionary. It is one of our hard circuits, 
membership small, and pay limited. Brother Clingman 
has been two years on this work, and so meager has 
been his support the last year that he has necessarily 
had to devote a part of his time to manual labor. Total 
receipts on salary for the present conference year $150.

Tomah, a fine grazing-town on the M . and M. Rail
road, has been supplied the present year by Rev. J. S. 
Anderson. It has an appropriation of $50, just one 
half what it should be. It  is one of our most import
ant fields, and has a fine church edifice partly finished. 
Brother Anderson has labored under many trials dur
ing the year, and has barely made out to keep body 
and soul together.

Sparta, the second field in population and import
ance on the district, is prospering under the faithful 
pastorate of Rev. C. N. Whitney. W e have a fine 
church here, but a small membership. Eighty dollars 
was appropriated to this field for the present year, and 
yet the pastor will have hard work to get through the 
year and keep out of debt, even if he receive every dol
lar his due. The brethren in Sparta are struggling 
under a heavy church debt, but, thank G od! the load 
is being gradually removed, and we can just begin to 
see day dawn. W e want $150 for this field another 
year.

Wilsonviflt is a new field, and has been occupied a 
part of the year by Rev. William R. Sweet, wko came 
to us from the United Brethren Church. Forty dollars 
missionary appropriation, and over sixty added to the 
Church during the year.

Salem, is an important inland town on the 1£. and M. 
Railroad, twelve miles east of the Mississippi. It is un
der the pastoral care of Rev. Smith Aldrich, formerly 
of Vermont Conference, with a missionary appropria
tion of $50. I  am glad to say Brother Aldrich is mov
ing things forward and not backward, has a fine church 
building in progress, and is bound, the Lord helping, to 
plant Methodism in a soil where heretofore it has 
scarcely taken any rosL

North La Crosse and Onalaska is prospering under 
the faithful labors of the ‘‘ member from Yorkshire,”  
Rev. John Medd. The last conference gave this circuit 
$50 appropriation. It is a hard field, with few mem
bers, the most of whom are poor in this world’s goods. 
I  am glad to say what Methodist element there is on 
this circuit is of the right character, and there is a 
strong effort made to pay the preacher the very last 
dime. It needs one of our best and strongest men as 
preacher next year.

La Crosse, we need scarcely say, is the most import
ant station in the district, but its membership is much 
smaller than on many of our inland circuits. Eighty dol
lars missionary appropriation, and yet this and all 
that tho brethren can raise on pew rent and subscription 
will hardly sustain the pastor, Rev. William Hare, 
through tho year. Expenses are extremely high ia 
La Cross, and there ought not to be less than $150 ap
propriated to this station next year. The pastor must 
bave a salary of $700 to get through the year. I  am 
glad to say we have a fine church building in La Crosse, 
and out of debt.

KeilsviUe, the county seat of Clark County, is sus
tained mostly by lumbermen, whose interests fluctuate 
with the rise and fall of Black River. It is a fine little 
town, with an excellent class of citizens, who show a 
commendable zeal in supporting the GospeL Rev. A . 
G. Cooley is its pastor, with a missionary appropriation 
of $60. W e consider it too important a field ta.be neg
lected. W . W . O s b o r n e , P. E.

'La Crosse District, If. W. Wis. Con.
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M O N T H L Y  N E W S .
It is a matter of rejoicing to see that the 

i Monthly Missionary Concert is becoming gen
eral throughout the Protestant world. W e 
think it will prevail universally not many 
years hence. Our own Church, (Methodist 

! Episcopal,) of all the great Churches, is fur
thest behind in this respect. And yet she is 
advancing satisfactorily. The pastors are re
sponsible for the observance o f the monthly 
concert for prayer in their Churches respect
ively. But we hear them often complain that 
they lack facts and suggestions to enable them 
to make the missionary prayer-meeting inter
esting. To supply this want as far as we can, 
we furnish facts and incidents weekly to our 
Church papers, each of which has been kind 
enough to establish a missionary department. 
In addition to these weekly facts and incidents, 
we now propose to provide the pastors, and 
indeed the Church, with monthly news of a 
more exteuded and weighty character, and em
bracing the missions o f all Protestant Churches. 
This nuws we will bring together in the Mis
sionary Advocate, so that the reader may see 
it at a glance. We hope to be able to keep 
«ur purpose in this respect, as it pleased the 
late General Conference to appoint an assistant 
missionary secretary to reside in New York ; 
so that there are two secretaries now' to do the 

I work which one was expected to do heretofore. 
W e may, therefore, we hope, promise the 
Church, in additiou to the larger and weightier 
correspondence from our own missions, a cou- 
densed view of the principal events which hap
pen in other Christian missions during the 
preceding month.

China.— f o r  many years Canton was the 
only port and city that a Christian missionary 
might visit. And although the way is now 
open to the very capital of the empire, Canton 
is yet a point of great missionary interest and 
influence. The English Missionary Bishop of 
Victoria reports o f a late visit he made to 
Canton as follows:

It is more than nineteen years since I first 
visited this city, and the change which I have 
been privileged to witness in the popular dis- 
poHition and the bearing o f the local Chinese 
authorities is very remarkable, and encouraging 
to the friends of missions. In 1844 we were 
followed through the streets by crowds vocifer
ating most insulting words and threats, except 
in the immediate neighborhood of the foreign 
factories. Once or twice, when I paused for a 
few moments under the arched gateway of the 
city wall, the tumult became so great, and the 
mob showed such mischievous intentions, that 
1 was glad to effect a secure retreat from the 
threatened violence, and never ventured to re
peat the experiment npon their forbearance. 
To have entered inside the city would have 
been attended with the certainty of severe 
bodily injury from the infuriated rabble. The 
opprobrious epithets applied to foreigners in 
the edicts of the mandarins, served to fan the 
flame of popular antipathy against the subjects 
of Christian nations.

Now, however, all this is changed. Wher
ever a foreigner walks or rides he hears no iu- 
sulting words, and is free from all annoyance. 
We are now at liberty to visit every portion 
of the city and suburbs, and missionaries are 
able to pursue their work among the people 
without let or hinderance. The Anglo-French 
occupation o f the city for four years entirely 
removed all previous restrictions, and render
ed it impossible for the local government to 
revert (even if willing to do so) to their former 
invidious exclusion of foreigners from the city. 
All this change has of course been the result 
o f political causes, and the severe lessons re
ceived during the bombardment and capture of 
the city.

I have great satisfaction and feel much thank
fulness in stating that in this, the twentieth 
year of my connection with missionary labor 
in this land, I have been privileged to see more 
abundant fruits of missionary success than in 
any former year. During the present year 1 
have been called to confirm sixty Chinese con
verts, and to ordain two native deacons of our 
Church. On Easter Sunday last 1 admitted 
the first native minister of our Church to holy 
orders at Shanghai. During the present week 
I have also admitted to the ministry a second 
native Christian, amid a large concourse of 
Chinese worshipers in our cathedral, and under 
circumstances of more than ordinary solemnity 
and interest.

At the present time there are about twelve 
English and American Protestant missionaries 
scattered over different parts of the southern 
and western suburbs, who have their schools 
aad chapels in.various localities, both within 
and without the city. Though the baptized 
converts do not probably exceed in all one 
hundred and fifty persons, there is a spirit of 
attention and a willingness to listen to the 
preaching o f the Gospel, which these brethren 
state to be full of encouragement at the present 
time.

India.— The view and measure of the prog
ress of Christian missions in India, and indeed 
among all unchristian people, is ably set forth 
in the last report o f the English Church Mis
sionary Society. It sayB:

Ten years ago tables were published by the 
Rev. Dr. Mullens, a missionary in Calcutta of 
the London Missionary Society, exhibiting the 
statistics of all the Protestant Missionary So
cieties in India. Similar returns have been 
published this year, thus exhibiting the prog
ress o f missions during the last ten years. 
The enemies of Protestant missions have late
ly attempted to discredit their success, by pre
senting a collection of the many partial disap
pointments and failure inseparable from every 
great conflict between good ’ and evil. The 
committee regard Dr. Mullen’s published 
“ Statistical Table o f Missions” as an incon
trovertible and sufficient answer to the alleged 
failure. These tables contain the name of 
every Protestant missionary in India, where 
he labors, and what is his work, with true 
Protestant fidelity and distinctness. Taking 
the statistics of the three presidencies o f India, 
we find, that besides hundreds of thousands of 
listeners to fhe GospeJ^message, there were, 
ten years ago, 94,145 registered Christians, and 
that there are now 138,543. The addition o f 
44,400 registered native Christians in ten years 
may seem to some sanguine friends a small 
visible result, amid the millions of heathen and 
Mohammedans in India; but those who take 
their estimate from apostolic times, and from 
the Lord’s parable comparing the kingdom of 
God to a mustard-seed cast into the ground, 
will thank God for this result and take cour

age. They will perceive, moreover, from 
these tables, that if the Gospel plant has not 
yet shot up so high as to attract the world’s 
attention, it has nevertheless spread wide and 
struck deep; for whereas, ten years ago, there 
were twenty-two societies laboring to evangel
ize India, there are now thirty-one, and the 
witness for the truth has been, thus far, more 
widely spread. The work also has deepened. 
Whereas, ten years ago, the converts were 
mostly scattered listeners, and only 331 con
gregations of native converts meeting together 
regularly for Christian worship could be 
counted, there are now 1,190 ; and these con
gregations contribute annually, out of their 
slender means, between 40,000 and 50,000 ru
pees, that is, between £4,000 and £5,000 
sterling, for the support o f their native minis
trations, and for the relief of their own poor: 
whereas there were only thirty natives ordain
ed to the Christian ministry, there are now 
ninety-eight: whereas there were 18,410 com
municants, these have risen in ten years to 
31,2-19. Here are sure and blessed marks of 
a deepening work.

The proof of success does not, however, rest 
merely upon the reports and statistics furnish
ed by missionaries. Men of the highest au
thority and position in India, who dwell among 
the people, and who are responsible for their 
social prosperity and for public order, fre
quently come forward to bear their public 
testimony to the beneficial influences of mis
sionary labor upon the well-being of India. 
Such men testify also their high appreciation 
of missions by their large pecuniary contribu
tions to the cause.

The statistical tables of Dr. Mullens show 
that about £50,000 (8250,000) are annually 
contributed by Europeans in India to the dif
ferent missionary societies carrying on their 
operations in that country. Let it be borne 
in mind that this £50,000 a year is contributed 
out of their official incomes, in the midst of 
their official labors, by men who are looking 
forward to their return to England to enjoy 
the fruits of their savings; and the fact of 
such an amount of contributions, under such 
circumstances, will appear to be equally hon
orable to the men, and decisive of the reality 
and hopefulness of the blessed work ior which 
they make such sacrifices.

A f r ic a — M a d a g a s c a r .— The history o f 
Christianity in Madagascar is a triumphant 
vindication o f its divine authority and power. 
The first missionaries were forcibly expelled, 
and the native converts suffered martyrdom 
by hundreds—-many of them thrown headlong 
into the sea from a lofty cliff. But thousands, 
having received the word in their hearts, fled 
and hid themselves; and after years they 
come forth, having themselves become the 
courageous heralds of the Gospel. This is an 
illustration o f the true theory of missions; the 
missionaries must become the apostles to the 
unchristianized, and by their instrumentality 
God will raise up native preachers, who shall 
be apostles to their countrymen. These are 
the successful missionaries, and by their min
istry the word of God will run and be glori
fied. Thus it is becoming in the important 
island of Madagascar, lying at the outlet of 
the Red Sea, and being a fortress for Christian
ity from which it may send out expeditions for 
conquest westward into Africa, and eastward 
to Arabia, and to the islands o f the sea.



M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E . 55
The missionaries report that numerous addi

tions are made every month to the Churches, 
and that the congregations generally crowd the 
spacious places of worship in which they as
semble. in every department o f the work the 
agents are busily and successfully employed. 
The country remains quiet, the government is 
apparently becoming settled, and no relaxa
tion on the part of the sovereign and others in 
visible devoted ness to the idols is manifest. 
The Christians, however, continue to enjoy the 
utmost liberty. On Christmas day seven or 
eight-thousand of them, after early religious 
services, (to secure places at which some 
slept in the chapel the previous night,) went 
in procession to the palace to pay their re
spects to the queen. For nearly an hour her 
majesty listened to the hymns sung by the 
choirs of the chapels, and expressed her satis
faction with the whole proceedings. The event 
is deemed of much importance, as being the 
first official recognition of the civil equality of 
the Christians. The Popish missionaries are 
unremitting in their efforts among the young. 
There are said to be seven Romish priests and 
three sisters who devote much « f  their time to 
education. “ They assert,”  says the Protest
ant schoolmaster, “ that we have all the 
adults and they all the children. Now while 
it is true that we have all the adults, it is not 
true that they have all the children.”

M IS S IO N S  IN  T H E  S O U T H .
R e v . J. S. S w aim  writes from Florida:

Jacksonville. August 16, 1864.
I  found upon my arrival the Church premises had 

been well preserved, not having been used for any 
other than religious purposes. But an important mili
tary movement into the interior was about to be made, 
and by the time the first Sabbath arrived the expedi
tion had started. This effectually deprived me of the 
congregation usually furnished by the well-disposed 
officers and soldiers, and the citizens had so far partic
ipated in the excitement that we had but very few of 
them. By the second Sabbath some of the military had 
returned, and for the morning service, and especially 
for the evening, the congregations were tolerably good. 
On this morning we started a Sunday-school with forty- 
three scholars. Yesterday, the third Sabbath since it 
was opened, we had seventy-six scholars, all of whom 
were colored. There has been a fearful sickness raging 
for some month or two among the children of the na
tive whites, numbers of whom have died. It is prin
cipally felt among the refugees recently come in. who 
are here in crowds, but too glad to escape from the 
dreaded conscription, even with the loss of the little 
they possessed in their poor and scanty homes; and the 
necessary change in their mode of living, added to their 
crowded condition, and the inevitable filth which their 
usual habits allow, most naturally produced disease. I  
am happy to say, however, the efficient sanitary meas
ures instituted by the military have greatly abated the 
Bcourge. Perhaps I should have referred to this sick
ness as one of the reasons for the small attendance at 
public service. Most of the original members of the 
Church have gone off with the rebels. Of those re
maining, many of whom are from the North, a great 
many have, iu the midst of the excitements of war,

* backslidden. Some natives of the soil were persecuted 
so as to be compelled to leave, and to leave so suddenly 
as to take none of their effects. Now  that they have 
returned, it is but to see their houses burned, or their 
furniture lost or destroyed. It is sad t» witness such 
instances as I  have seen in families once prominent in 
the Church here. Among the colored people swarming 
in here, now forever free, I  find many that claim to be 
Methodists; these I  intend to organize into a society as 
soon as possible; some of them seem pious and good 
people. A s a general thing the freedmen of Florida are 
far more intelligent and thrifty than any others I have 
seen iu this department, and with proper care and cul
ture will soon arise to their proper position.

I  suppose I  need not disguise one other fact that has 
bad its influence in making our congregations smaller, 
and that is the impression received that the services are 
either entirely for the colored people, or that they are 
cxpected to sit promiscuously through the assembly 
with the blacks. The prejudice is here, and it is so 
strong that I  shall either have to make two services or 
publicly designate the seats each class is to occupy. 
The latter plan I  shall try first, hoping it may succeed 
for the present, and let time and a better understanding 
of the matter do the rest.

So soon as we can succeed in arousing from their 
backslidings the. better portions of society here, we will 
work more hopefully; but the soil is very stubborn. 
No imagination can conceive the wretchedness, pov
erty, and degradation of the native refugees now resi
dent here; a degradation far, very far below that in 
which the slaves of their former neighbors was found. 
And the grand question for the missionary and the 
philanthropist is, How shall they be raised and ele
vated ? My heart has frequently sickened at the sight 
of the misery now . existing, and has oftener wondered 
how this most difficult problem is to be met. Only, I  
presume, by patient Christian effort.

The problem presented by the free blacks, though 
greatly involved, is less difficult to solve; though 
much is to be met here, for they have lofty ideas of 
liberty and freedom. Long accustomed to labor for 
nothing, they seem now to think that the loss of a life
time is to be made up in a few days; hence an exor
bitant price is put upon their labor, which they must 
have, or do nothing; and if they do nothing, why the 
government support^ them, and no little embarrass
ment is felt by the moralist as well as the citizen. But 
this is not the report I  set out to write; but it at least 
presents the difficulties under which I  meet the work 
o f  tho mission, and the much there is to do, if it does 
not tell of much accomplished. After the excessive 
heat of the season is over I  shall have more assistance 
in the Sunday-school. Teachers are scarce, and the 
pious among the soldiers are out on duty; these will 
soon be within reach. The wife of Col. Beecher, of the 
35th TJ. S. colored troops, came in and kindty offered to 
take a class. Brother W . M. Henry, of the East Gen
esee Conference, now here as delegate of the Christian 
Commission, has rendered me assistance in my work. 
I  find, by intercourse with some of the people at Fer- 
nandina, there was much disappointment because I  
did not make that my field. There is certainly much 
need o f a missionary there, and if the society could se
cure the services of a man there good might be done. 
The same may be said of St. Augustine. Those fields, 
though small, are quite important in view of what the 
future may require of the Church.

My health has, through mercy, been such as to en
able me to meet all the requirements of my work.

Very respectfully yours, J o h n  S. Sw a i i i .

Stamen's Department.
A n g e l s  U n a w a r e s .—W e have read of the 

presence of the Lord of angels on shipboard, 
but do not remember any instance in which 
there is a record of the presence o f angels on 
board ship. But an incident occurred a few 
days since in the port of New York which 
gives occasion to our thoughts about angels. 
A certain captain, whose converted wife and 
daughter were on shipboard with him, hearing 
that a certain other captain, with some of his 
officers and men, were under very serious con
cern for their salvation, induced these good 
women, with another female friend, to visit 
them.

They did visit the captain, and not only 
prayed in the cabin^but proceeded to the 
forecastle, and there, among the serious-minded 
sailors, they sung the songs of Zion. This 
was overheard by the seamen in a ship lying 
alongside, and these hardy men pressed over 
the sides o f their vessel, and listened with in- 
tensest interest to these angelic voices, and felt 
such stirrings within them as made them wish 
they too could sing the Lord’s song in a strange

land. All the parties of whom we write were 
foreigners, but through the care o f the Mis 
sionary Society of the Methodist. Episcopal 
Church a place has been prepared for them in 
the Bethel Ship, under Pastor Hedstrom, and 
thither they repaired, and got their hearts so 
attuned by repentance and faith as to be able 
to sing

“  Jesus sought me when a stranger.”

B r e a d  C a s t  u p o n  t h e  W a t e r s .—In the 
accounts kept at the Bethel Ship it appears 
that not less than eighty converts, or those 
who made a good profession o f having passed 
from death unto life, have sailed in twenty- 
eight Scandinavian vessels which have left the 
port of New York since last Christmas.

F O R E IG -N  P O P U L A T IO N S .
C a m p -M e e t in g  L o v e -f e a s t .— While some 

of the Churches are holding pray er-meetings to 
gather up the fruits of the camp-meeting efforts 
at Sing Sing, our Scandinavian brethren in the 
Bethel Ship mission held a love-feast at eight 
and a half clock Sunday morning, the 21st 
inst. At the close of the love-feast, during 
which the pastor was obliged to restrict his 
people to a single minute in their testimony, 
twelve persons were received on probation, 
each one professing to have found the forgive
ness of sins at the camp-meeting.

R e v . C. G. F o r s b e r g .—This presiding elder 
o f one of our Western Scandinavian districts 
gives us an account of a late profitable camp- 
meeting, and of the dedication of a new church 
by Rev. O. P. Peterson, for some years mis
sionary in the Bethel Ship. W e shall put 
some extracts from Brother Forsberg’s letter 
before our readers shortly.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
O u r  In d ia n  P o l ic y .— General Pope, in a 

letter to the Secretary of War, recommends an 
entire change in our Indian policy, as the only 
guarantee of peace with the wild Western 
tribes. He disapproves of the system of In
dian reservations, the payment of annuities, 
etc., which brings them into association with 
depraved white men, and makes their condi
tion worse, morally and physically, than when 
in their native wilderness.

§ant|s’ Stprtment.
D a r e  a n d  C r u e l  S c e n e s  int A f r ic a .— A  

missionary writes :
W e have had to witness some dark and 

cruel scenes within the last month. The na
tives have a strong belief in witchcraft. After 
the death of a person of note, some oue is ac
cused of having caused his death by witchcraft, 
and he is compelled to undergo the “ Sassa 
Water” ordeal, which is as follows: Two or 
three pints of water are poured into a bowl, 
when the Sassa root (a poisonous root) is 
mixed with it; the accused, in the presence of 
a large company, drinks the contents of the 
bowl;. if it can be vo m ited , he is declared 
free of the charge; but if vomiting does not
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take place the person is immediately pronounc
ed guilty, and in many cases suffers death.

A  few weeks since a “ gentleman ”  died in a 
neighboring town. After his burial a poor 
married woman was accused of using her art 
of witchery, and thereby causing the death of 
the aforesaid person. She failed to clear her
self. According to the country’s custom she 
was immediately delivered up into the hands 
o f the slaves, who committed such cruel and 
brutal acts upon her that I cannot speak o f 
them, and had not one of our teachers heard of 
the case and hastened to rescue her, doubtless 
she would have been killed on the spot. Ac
cording to the law of the country, I could not 
detain her without partly redeeming her. So 
the next morning 1 had to pay her enemies 
about $3. After which they destroyed her 
husband’s house, and stole his little property. 
The sad event may be made a blessing, for 
both husband and wife are now living under 
mission protection, and attending our services.

But we were called to witness a far more 
cruel and bloody scene last Thursday. While 
conducting the early morning meeting on our 
mission, a number of armed canoes passed 
along to about three quarters of a mile dis
tance, and there in cold blood murdered a 
poor man; after shooting him they cut his 
head and arms off. About an hour after we 
heard them returning amid firing of guns, 
beating of drums, and much shouting and 
noise; in the foremost canoe were a number 
o f men with their bodies whitened, and wear
ing white cloths. These were thus distin
guished because they were "the principal actors 
in the fearful tragedy. Just as they had 
passed the mission house a number of females 
met them and ran into the water toward the 
canoe, when the foremost man of the party 
held up the head, and brandished a glittering 
sword beneath it, as though he was in the act 
of committing the deed. One of the arms was 
suspended from another canoe. After peram
bulating the rivers fur some time, they re
turned to their town to make a great feast. 
Hearing that they had four other prisoners in 
their possession, 1 immediately took heart, and 
went to the town, which was in much confu
sion with drinking and dancing, especially the 
females. With difficulty I saw the chief, who 
assured me that the other prisoners would not 
be put to death, but returned to the country 
they had been stolen from, to settle the pala
ver. On turning round, my heart was sicken
ed to see not far from me, placed on a mound 
of earth, the head and arm of the man who had 
been sacrificed in the morning.

A similar deed was committed, and a similar 
scene has taken place this week, not far from 
us. 0  when shall the light of the peaceful 
Gospel fully dawn upon this dark part o f the 
earth, which is full o f the habitations of cru
elty ! It may be asked, Why are such scenes 
taking place or being renewed ? Because, 
after a parent’s death the sons are looked upon 
and told that they are only boys, and are not 
fit to occupy the father’s post until some such 
deed has been committed by them, and to re
move this stigma they either go or send to 
some of the many defenseless little towns be
yond, and lay in ambush and seize the first 
person who may pass that way, thus bringing 
the country into constant quarrels with other 
tribes.— Rev. R. Smith: Juv. Miss. Herald, 
June, 1864.

A d v a n c in g .— We need precisely the aetion 
in all the Churches which wo read in the fol
lowing items: Worthington, Ohio, advanced 
from $20 missionary collection last year to 
$130 this year. Wesley Chapel, Cincinnati,

contributed at her late annual meeting $800, 
which was an advance of $300. We notice 
that the Churches in both places named above 
were favored with the services of Rev. Dr. 
Trimble.

U J i m l l a n e i n t s .

T he C a m p a ig n  O p e n in g .—The following 
plan for missionary meetings on the Morris
town District, Newark Conference, (we give 
but part of it,) has been furnished to us by the 
Rev. A. L. Brice, the presiding elder o f the 
district. W e give place to it here, trusting it 
may suggest to others a mode whereby they 
also can further this vast enterprise of the 
Church.

Tuesday, September 13, New Germantown. 
J. P. Dailey, (Scandinavian Mission,) H. J. 
11 ay ter, T. Rawlings; Wednesday, 14, Cokes- 
bury, A. Craig, (German Mission,) C. C. 
Winans, J. P. Fort; Thursday, 15, Peapack, 
J. B. Heward, (China,) J. P. Dailey ; Tues
day, 20, Mendham, B. O. Parvin, (India,) A. 
Craig.

These meetings are designed to stir up the 
people of the several charges on the district on 
the subject of missions. They are not intend
ed to take the place o f the Sabbath day to be 
given to the cause each year, as recommended 
in the Discipline. It will be seen by this plan 
that one speaker in each appointment has a 
special topic assigned him; the other speakers 
will treat the general question, or choose their 
own topic. The Missionary Committee is re
quested to co-operate with the preacher in 
charge in making these meetings occasions of 
interest, and where it is practicable to hold 
Juvenile Missionary Meetings in the after
noon. Each preacher is requested to notify 
the speakers assigned to his charge of the hour 
of meeting, and the mode of reaching the 
place. The presiding elder will be present at 
these meetings as often as will be consistent 
with his other duties. A  collection will be 
taken in each place to defray the traveling ex
penses of the speakers.

A  C h r is t ia n  S o l d ie r .— W e congratulate 
the pastor who numbers among his flock the 
missionary soldier referred to in the following 
note:

To the Treasurer,— Dear Brother : Inclosed 
please find ten dollars for the Missionary So
ciety, it being the amount contributed by Asa 
Warner, of Co. H., 143d Regt. P. V., a de
voted young Christian, who enlisted in his 
country’s service from this (Montrose) charge.

A few months before entering the army he 
gave his heart to God, and ever since he has 
been there he gives one dollar per month to 
the cause o f missions, besides remembering to 
pay his usual amount of quarterage to his 
pastor at home. lie  harassed safely through 
all the bloody battles of the army of the Po
tomac, and has scarcely lost a day from duty 
during his term of service.

He has set a worthy example for other 
Methodist soldiers. May God preserve his 
life and health, and spare him to the Church 
and his friends. Yours truly,

A. II. Schoonmakeu, 
Pastor, Wyoming Conference.

W esleyan  M ethodism.— The statistics of tlio one 
hundred and twenty-first conference shows 562 day- 
schools, with 82,333 pupils, which is an increase of 6 
schools and 2,751 pupils.

Sunday-Schools.— Of these there are 4,895, with 
532,519 pupils, an increase of 72 schools, and of 5,206 
scholars. f r y  A  strange fact is reported among the 
figures about teachers, namely, a decrease o f 644. 
Another strange thing appears in the figures, as one 
of the papers reports them, namely: “ 532,591 scholars 
are in the society.” The same paper shows that there 
are but 532,519 scholars in the schools.

Chapel Affairs.— Their church extension operations 
show that the committee have sanctioned 276 cases of 
erections or the enlargement of old ones, the cost of 
which is estimated at $914,196. The debt that will be 
left on these erections, $186,861 44.

Church Debts.— $177,600 were to be paid off during 
the year.

Mr. Arthur reported that during ten years past 
$2.220,000 of Church debts had been paid off, but that 
the actual reduction was only a little orer one half that 
amount in consequence of the debts on new buildings 
erected during that time. Mr. Arthur, than whom we 
have no better friend in England, says, like a man 
with American ideas, “  better delay new erections than 
accumulate debts.”

Missionary Matters.— The regular income for the year 
was $596,092. The jubilee fund $843,600. The ex
pectation is to reach one million I

E n g l is h  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t ie s .— The Chris
tian Work for June presents the following 
statement o f the receipts, during the last year, 
o f the leading English foreign missionary so
cieties :
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in

Foreign parts..........................................    £ 87,832
Church Missionary Society....................................  154,247
Wesleyan Missionary S ociety  ..........  134,258
Londou Missionary Society................    81,072
Baptist Missionary Society....................................  34,419
United Methodist Free Churches........................  11,585
Primitive Methodist Missions...............................  12,557
Turkish Missions A id .....................................   2,875

Total....................................................................... £518,845
About 2,594,225 gold dollars.

T h e  M is s io n a r y  A d v o c a t e  is published on the 
first of every month, for the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, by Carlton A Porter, 
200 Mulberry-streot, New  York, and Poe & Hitchcock, 
Cincinnati; and may be "had of them, or of J. P. 
Magee, Boston; Rev. J. L. Head, Pittsburgh; Mr. 
James Dew, (at Rev. I. P. Cook’s,) Baltimore; Per- 
kinpine & Higgins, P. Petersen, Philadelphia; W il
liam M. Doughty, Chicago; II. II. Otis, Buffalo. It 
is under the editorial supervisiou of the

C o r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  A s s is t a n t  C o r r e s p o n d in g  S e c 
r e t a r ie s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y .
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