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M A D A G A S C A R

“  T h e y  f o l l o w  t h e  L a m b  ! ” — It is now 
upward o f forty years since the London Mis
sionary Society sent missionaries to Madagas
car, and great was their success. But they 
had labored only eight years, when their friend, 
the king, died. Then the late queen began her 
reign o f terror. The missionaries were obliged 
to leave entirely in 1836, and then the 
dreadful persecution o f  the Christians began. 
But the queen could not stop the work which 
God had begun in Madagascar. Many— some 
o f them nobles— had been truly converted; 
and, besides these, there was a large number 
o f  professed Christians. About ten thousand 
had learned to read; while the whole Bible, 
and many Christian books, had been printed 
in their language.

Such was the beginning o f  the mission in 
Madagascar. But the heathen raged against 
it, and the queen determined to stay its prog
ress. And if  persecution could have prevailed 
there would not now have been a Christian, or 
a sign o f Christianity, throughout the land. 
More than a hundred devoted men and women 
were speared, or burned, or flung down from a 
precipice, only because they would not cease 
to pray to the Lord Jesus. Many more were 
sold into cruel slavery, some o f whom were 
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. officers o f the army ; while thousands were 
j  fined or imprisoned. Still, in the face o f  dan
ger and death, numbers stood firm. These 
met for worship at midnight in houses, in dens 
and caves o f the earth, and upon the mountain- 
top. Here they found the Saviour’s promise 
fulfilled : “ L o ! I am with you.”  The queen 

. heard o f what the Christians were doing, and 
this made her more furious against them than 
ever. Her anger burned like a devouring 
fire ; but the more the Christians were perse
cuted the more they increased. Thus things 
continued uutil, in 1861, death ended her cruel 
reign. Then her son, now Radama II., became 

s King o f Madagascar. He had long been theD O  O

j friend and, as far as could be, the protector 
and helper o f the Christians. Great, there
fore, was their joy  w'hen he came to the throne.

Mr. Ellis, thejnissionary, wrote to the Lon
don Missionary Society that four churches 
must be built at once. There are four places 
at Antananarivo, the capital o f the island, 
which are very sacred and dear to the Mada
gascar Christians. These are the spots upon 
which faithful men and women perished during 
the terrible persecutions in the reign just 
closed. Now the king has given these sites 
for four places o f worship, to be built in 
memory o f those who suffered there. These 
places are to be called M e m o r i a l  C h u r c h e s  

o f  t h e  M a r t y r s .

The children o f Great Britain are to build 
one o f them at an expense o f $12,500.

But perhaps you may ask, Where is our 
church to stand? The directors have fixed 
upon the spot. Each o f the four places where 
the martyrs died is very interesting, and would 
be suitable; but one o f them is perhaps more 
so than the rest. This, therefore, has been 
chosen for the Y o u n g  P e o p l e ’ s  M e m o r i a l  

C h u r c h .  It is called F a r a v o h i t r a .  It forms

the top o f  a hill, and can be seen from almost 
every other part o f  the city. A ll around it 
there is a large population, and among them 
many Christians. But we will give you Mr. 
Ellis’s description o f it in a letter which he 
wrote to the directors on the 23d o f August 
last:

On this spot, in the sight o f  the whole city, 
the fou r nobles were burned alive, and the bodies 
o f  eighteen thrown from  the rock were also con
sumed. When I visited the place, in company 
with the Bishop o f Mauritius, we stood and 
gazed on the prisons in the distance in which 
the sufferers had been confined, on the place 
where their sentences were read over to them, 
and where, as they sat together on the ground, 
bound with chains, and encircled by soldiers, 
they sang their hymn o f praise to Christ. W e 
passed up the road along which, surrounded by 
an excited crowd, they raised their voices in 
prayer that God would remember them. W e 
stood by the side o f the spot— the place itself 
we felt to be holy ground— on which, when 
fastened to the stake, they sang :

“ There is a blessed land,
M aking m ost h a p p y ;
Never (thence) shall rest depart,
Nor cause of sorrow come.”

Our companions, most o f whom had been 
spectators on that eventful day, and one the 
brother o f a martyr, pointed out where the 
soldiers and the heathen stood around and 
cried, “ Where is Jehovah now? W hy does 
he not come and take you aw’ay ?” To which, 
from the midst o f the flames, the martyrs an
swered, “ Jehovah is here; he is taking us to 
a better place.”  Our companions also showed 
us the part o f the. road, a little distant, on 
which the relatives and associates o f the Chris
tians stoodj waving their last adieus to their 
rejoicing friends, w ho smiled, and lifted up, as 
far as they could, their scorched hands, or 
burning fragments o f dress, to return the salu
tation. In perfect accordance with this account, 
is the spirit and feeling manifested by surviv
ors when recounting their sufferings. I have 
sometimes sat as if chained to the lips o f the 
venerable widow or sister o f a martyr as she 
has recounted with simple pathos the suffering 
she has endured, and have been overcome 
with wonder and admiration at the marvelous 
power o f “  the love o f Christ shed abroad in 
their hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto 
them.”  The Christians especially rejoice in 
the proposal to raise, as a perpetual memorial 
o f these events, a church consecrated to the 
worship o f  the martyrs’ God and Saviour.

Now any o f  these sufferers might have 
saved themselves from death had they chosen 
to deny the Saviour or consented to worship 
idols. But not one would purchase life at 
such a price. When the fourteen were hang
ing by a rope over the precipice, one hundred 
and fifty feet high, and were offered by the exe
cutioner, as he stood ready to cut the rope, a
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free pardon from the queen if  they would give 
up praying, each o f  them instantly answered, 
“ N o !”  They counted not their lives dear 
unto them for Christ's sake; and so it was 
also with the four nobles who were burned to 
death. Life was offered them even when 
bound to the stake, but they would not deny 
the Saviour. Instead o f  this we see them 
smiling in the flames, and waving their scorch
ed hands to their friends. Shall we not say, 
This is the faith and patience o f  the saints? 
Shall we not glorify God in them ?

Here, then, where the ashes o f  so many 
Christian martyrs have mingled with the dust, 
is your church to rise. And standing, as .it 
will do, high above all the other buildings 
around it, and in full view o f  the city, how 
many thousands, in days to come, will thank 
God that he put it into your hearts to raise 
this noble monument to their martyred friends ! 
What a return o f love will this act o f  yours 
bring to you from the Christians o f that land ! 
W hat prayers to Jesus will they send up for 
those who thus loved their nation and built 
them this sanctuary! How close a bond o f 
union will that building create between you 
and many who form a part o f  the noble army 
of the martyrs ! and how will the heathen, as 
they pass by, pause before it, and wonder and 
think as they read the following inscription 
upon its front:

4i T h i s  C h u r c h  w a s  b u i l t  b y  t h e  Y o u n g  
P e o p l e  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  a s  t h e i r  M e m o 
r i a l  o f  t h e  M a r t y r s  w h o .  in  t h e  y e a r  1849, 
‘ F a i t h f u l  u n t o  D e a t h , ’ l a i d  d o w n  t h e i r
LIVES FOR THE s a k e  OF THE LORD J e SUS.” -----
London Juv. Miss. Magazine.

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE 
M. E. CHURCH.

The Forty-fourth Anniversary o f  the Mission
ary Society o f  the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Indianapolis, Indiana, on December 
14 and 15.

Sunday, December 14, sermons were 
preached in the morning by Bishop Janes, Dr. 
Harris, Brother Davidson, o f Illinois, and Dr. 
Durbin; and the Sunday-schools were address
ed in the afternoon by the same brethren. 
God was present with the people, and the 
fruits o f  Sunday’s services- will be gathered 
many days hence.

Monday morning was devoted to a mission
ary prayer-meeting. The prayers were point
ed and earnest, and a divine unction attended 
the exercises. A  missionary love-feast was 
held at three P.M ., in which ministers and 
laymen, and one sister, expressed their mis
sionary experience, and their increased determ
ination to give this cause o f  the Church a more 
hearty and systematic support. The evening 
services were in *Masonic Hall, Hon. David 
M ’Donald in the chair, and the exercises were 
opened by Rev. W . II. Goode. Then follow

ed a brief statement by the Corresponding 
Secretary o f the extent o f our missionary 
work in Europe, Asia, Africa, and in North 
and South America. From the statement we 
judged that the Church has cause to be satis
fied with the progress and future prospects o f 
this great work.
„ The audience evidently had not been well 
advised heretofore touching this matter. But, 
said the secretary, with these great results be
fore the Church, we perceive a painful appre
hension everywhere that disaster will overtake 
our missions for the want o f the necessary 
funds; and especially as the rate o f exchange is 
so high that to place a dollar in India costs one 
dollar and fifty cents, and about the same in 
Germany, Denmark, Norway, and Swreden, 
and in China one dollar and seventy-five cents. 
In the face o f these facts, and the general tone 
o f feeling in the country, owing to our nation
al affairs, the General Missionary Committee, 
the Bishops, and the Board o f  Managers, at 
their joint annual meeting in New York, came 
to the conclusion that it was a duty that the}' 
owed to God and his Church to maintain our 
missions as at present constituted, and not to 
relinquish any o f  our missionary work or re
call any o f our missionaries. And for this 
purpose they appropriated $300,000 for carry
ing on our missions in 1863. They did not 
provide for sending out any additional mission
aries, except a superintendent to Bulgaria; 
but they approved o f sending the last rein
forcements to India and China, in order to hold 
our work there strongly. Upon the announce
ment o f the policy and proceedings o f  the com
mittee, apprehensions o f failure became more 
manifest. But, said the secretary, the opening 
o f the missionary campaign for 1863, as well 
as the results o f  the collections for 1862, have, 
to a great extent, dispelled these painful fore
bodings. The collections and contributions 
since the committee adjourned have advanced 
everywhere, both East and West, from ten to 
three hundred per cent.; and it is manifest 
that the spirit o f missions and the plan o f  their 
systematic support are spreading through the 
Church. The secretary concluded his brief 
address by declaring that the Church approv
ed o f  the policy and appropriations o f the 
General Missionary Committee, the Bishops, 
and Board, and would sustain them.

jRev. W. L. Harris, D.D., then addressed 
the audience on the duty o f giving money for 
the support o f Christian missions.

The Rev. F . A . Blades, o f  the Detroit Con
ference, was the next speaker. His topic was, 
“ The best Mode o f  cultivating a Missionary 
Spirit in the Churches.”  The address was 
declarative and suggestive o f  many pleasing 
and powerful means o f  “ cultivating a mission
ary spirit in the Church,”

Rev. Dr. Durbin, Corresponding Secretary,

was next called out on the platform. His. 
topic was, “ The Agency o f  Providence in 
Evangelizing the W orld.”

Rev. Bishop Janes was next called by the 
chairman, who announced that his topic was, 
“ The Relation o f Missions to the Prosperity 
o f the Churches sustaining them.”  The bishop 
began by making a humorous allusion to the 
fact that his text had already been preached 
from, at least in part, by the three speakers 
which preceded him. Then suddenly returning 
to the seriousness o f  the occasion and the 
greatness o f  the topic, he commenced his 
speech by quoting the com n) and o f our Saviour: 
“ Go ye into all the world and preach my Gos
pel to every creature, and lo ! I am with you 
always, even to the end o f  the world.”  These 
words, said the speaker, establish a close and 
vital connection between divine and human 
agency in the conversion o f the world. In thus 
working with God for the noblest end that 
ever was thought o f by man, \ve are purified 
and ennobled, and the divine life within us 
puts us upon action; and having a com
mon mind as Christians, which is the mind 
o f Christ, we are led to combined ^action. 
This is the missionary cause. The logical con
clusion is, that the man or woman who does 
not support this cause by prayer and by sac
rifice, hath deceived himself or herself touch
ing religious experience and duty. W e cannot 
be passive Christians in the living Church, like 
oysters among the inhabitants o f the sea. If 
the divine life is in us, we must do something 
for the redemption o f the world.

The cultivation o f the missionary spirit and 
the promotion o f the missionary cause strength
en the Christian graces in the individual and 
in the Church. Benevolence, or the exercise 
o f love toward our fellow-beings, is twice 
blessed— it blesses him that gives and him 
that takes; and a Church full o f  such benev
olent hearts and action cannot but prosper. 
Such benevolence springs from the spiritual 
life within, and, like our faith, should not re
quire nursing every time it is called on for 
action. The bishop here turned on the secre
tary for putting in conditions in regard to the 
conversion o f the world, and said, “  I tell 
you, Dr. Durbin, your speech was better rhet
oric than theology ; the world will be convert
ed to God, conditiohs or no conditions.”

The bishop proceeded to say each phase o f 
the Church has had its characteristic. The 
distinguishing character o f  the Church o f our 
day is its missionary character. As yet it 
manifests itself prominently through individ
uals ; but these are but advanced pickets and 
skirmishers, and are the preludes to the gen
eral battle. The bishop here made a touching 
allusion to the late Rev. Judson Collins, who 
returned from China to die at hom e; and to 
a young brother [Bagley] who has worked his
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way to Japan, and is now learning the language 
with a view to preaching to the people when 
opportunity shall offer ; also to the springing 
up in the Church o f  young men o f business 
who, like Jacob, have vowed to give to the 
cause o f  God at least one tenth o f all that God 
shall give to them in the pursuits o f business. 
When the whole Church shall come to this, 
said the bishop, what an irresistible impulse 
will be given to the kingdom o f God among 
men. For God raises up men and^alls them 
to the work as fast as the Church supplies the 
means to send them forth. And this combined 
action, the divine and the human, is rising in 
extent and pow er; and like the resistless 
swell o f the ocean, each wave behind is push
ing the wave before it until it thunders and 
breaks on the shore.

The bishop concluded by saying it was hu
miliating to have to argue and urge such a 
cause as this, when in the ears o f the Church 
the words o f the Master are sounding, “  Go ye 
into all the world and preach my Gospel to 
every creature,” etc. Let us who are called 
to go, g o ,  and those who are called to stay at 
home push forward those who go, and give 
them a hearty support. Let the universal cry 
be, Go, preach the Gospel.

At half past ten o’clock, scarcely an individ
ual having left the hall, the interesting services 
were closed with the doxology and the ben
ediction.

THE MISSIONARY CAMPAIGN 
FOR 1863.

W e have already announced the opening o f 
the campaign for 1863 in brief accounts o f the 
collections and contributions o f Summerfield, 
Hanson Place, Fleet-street, South Fifth street, 
First Place and Sands-street Churches. W e 
have also assisted at Newton, in the interior o f 
New Jersey ; in Newark and Camden, o f the 
same state, and in Pittsburgh. W e have re
ported too from Seventeenth-street, Seventh 
Avenue, Eighteenth-street, Allen-street, and 
Greene-street, o f New York, and in most o f 
these (there may be an exception or two) the 
advance has been from fifteen to one hundred, 
and in some cases a still higher per cent. 
Thus we have key-notes set for the cities, vil
lages, towns, and circuits.

In order to insure success the missionary 
committees, o f  which the pastors are chair
men, must, -among other things, begin in 
time, and faithfully attend to the following 
rules and usages, as prescribed by the General 
Conference, and which experience has so tri
umphantly approved by success.

First. Each Sunday-school should be im
mediately organized into a Juvenile Mission
ary Society, auxiliary to its own proper 
Church, under such rules and regulations as 
the pastor, superintendent, and teachers may

prescribe, as to times and manner o f contribu
tions by the classes, and the public anniversary 
o f said society. This is the solemn and three 
times repeated injunction o f the General Con
ference. Let it be done and our missionary 
treasury will be safe beyond a doubt.

Secondly. Let each missionary committee, 
through its chairman, the pastor, order one 
copy o f the Missionary Advocate for each 
family in the charge, (to a number not ex
ceeding fifty,') which will be sent monthly 
gratis upon request in writing, saying that the 
Plan for the support o f missions is being car
ried out, at least in all its essential features. 
In this case give special directions how to send 
them, and provide for the postage at the office 
where they are to be received.

Thirdly. In all the stations fix upon a fa
vorable Sunday in advance for presenting the 
missionary cause to the Church and Congrega
tion. Let the pastor preach a missionary ser
mon on the Sunday previous, and invite a 
brother minister to spend the Sunday with 
him and preach in the morning, speak to the 
Sunday-school at its anniversary in the after
noon, and assist as may be thought best in the 
evening. Let the collections and subscriptions 
be taken throughout the day. Appoint suit
able brethren to wait on the congregation 
morning and evening, each with a large card 
cut out o f  good Bristol board, and a ■pencil at
tached, Let two brethren go down each aisle 
and present the cards to each one o f the 
people, that each may write the name plainly 
and the amount proposed to be given this 
year. These subscriptions may be announced 
to a secretary at the table or not, as the com
mittee may judge best. If it is proposed to 
make any person a Life Patron, ($500,) or 
Life Director, (£150,) or Life Member, (8 -0 .) 
the subscriptions for this purpose should be 
announced to a secretary. Let the same be 
done at night. In the afternoon the annivers
ary o f the Juvenile Missionary Society should 
be held, as indicated above, at which there 
should not be more than two or three address
es o f ten to fifteen minutes each, and by lay
men, or by one layman at least, i f  such can be 
engaged. The children should do all the sing
ing ; and if there be boys or girls, or both in 
the school, that can speak well, have one or 
two speeches from them, written for them by 
the pastor or some other person. After the 
speaking let a member o f each class, by name 
or number, come to the altar and present the 
contributions o f the class for the year. Life 
membership in the Juvenile Missionary So
ciety should be, at least, three dollars, for 
which we have prepared a beautiful certificate, 
engraved in the best manner on steel. Each 
class may make life members o f any persons it 
pleases. The liberal in the congregation 
should add to the missionary receipts o f the

juvenile society by making life members. 
W e must rely on the pastors to apply for 
these juvenile missionary certificates only in 
case o f  the actual payment o f the three dol
lars, for which it is a receipt; or the assur
ance o f the pastor that it is in his reach, and 
will be paid to the treasury o f  the parent so
ciety. There should be no singing during the 
taking o f subscriptions or collections, morning, 
afternoon, or evening.

Fourthly. The subscriptions are always 
payable before oonference; and they may be 
drawn off and assigned to the collectors ap
pointed by the missionary committee, as di
rected in the Discipline, and thus become the 
basis o f further subscriptions obtained by the 
collectors. It would be well for the pastor, 
and any o f the missionary committee to whom 
it would be convenient to make payments, to 
keep a complete list o f the subscriptions, so 
that payment may be made to them if  more 
convenient than to the collectors. The proper 
business o f collectors, as provided in the Dis
cipline, is not to collect those subscriptions, 
but to obtain others during the year.

Fifthly. In smaller cities, and in towns o f 
three or more Churches, it has been found 
very pleasant and profitable to have all the 
Churches make their annual public contribu
tions and collections on the same Sunday. In 
this case the brethren invited to assist can in
terchange, and serve in two or more Churches.

Sixthly. On the Sunday previous to the 
public presentation o f the missionary cause it 
has been found very profitable to distribute 
some suitable tract or tracts in the congrega
tion. “  Picture o f Missions, Tract 5-iT,”  has 
been prepared expressly for this purpose. 
It contains the origin, progress, and prospects 
o f all our missions at home and abroad. It is 
fo r  gratuitous distribution, upon orders from 
the missionary committees, say one copy for 
each family in the congregation. More than 
this is waste. With the order must be sent 
postage stamps to pay postage, or directions 
how to send them without expense to the 
treasury. Postage is one half cent each.

There are other excellent missionary tracts, 
but not for gratuitous distribution. Perhaps 
“  The Picture o f Missions ”  was distributed 
last year. This will not prevent its serving to 
put the people in good remembrance again 
this year. It is a tract o f sixteen pages, be
sides the cover.

Seventhly. The monthly missionary prayer- 
meeting, which ought to be one o f the regular 
weekly prayer-meetings, is an important part 
o f the Disciplinary plan for the support o f 
missions. It strengthens greatly the hearts 
and hopes o f  our missionaries abroad; it is a 
good occasion for the pastor, or some intelli
gent layman, to make a spirited address o f 
ten or fifteen minutes on some missionary
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topic, or some interesting missionary intelli
gence; and also a good occasion for free-will 
offerings to the missionary cause.

To Presiding Elders and Pastors.— And 
now, dear brethren, the presiding elders, who 
have a very responsible oversight o f this 
great cause on your districts severally ; and 
the pastors, with their missionary committees, 
severally: On us rests the responsibility o f  
carrying our great missionary cause triumph
antly through 1863, as we have done in 1862 ; 
for experience has clearly proved that the 
people are able and willing to supply the 
necessary funds if we, their pastors and com
mittees, will faithfully apply to them as di
rected and enjoined by the General Conference, 
as contained in the chapter in the Discipline 
on the “  Support o f  Missions.”  Let not the 
proper season for attending to this great inter
est pass by unimproved.

TO PRESIDING ELDERS AND  
PREACHERS.

Gratis Missionary Advocates, Tracts, Juvenile
Missionary Certificates, Collectors’ Books,
and Cards.
The pastors and missionary committees are 

earnestly requested to observe and remember:

1. Missionary Advocate.— That we are not 
authorized to send Missionary Advocates 
gratis except upon the declaration in writing 
from the pastor, who is chairman o f the mis
sionary committee, or from some member o f 
the committee, that the Plan for the “  Support 
o f Missions,”  found in the Discipline, is being 
faithfully carried out in the charge. And 
where this is being done, or is to be done, we 
will send one copy monthly for each family in 
the charge, not exceeding fifty copies. More 
than one copy for each family is waste. In 
case o f a circuit in which the Plan is being 
substantially carried out, we will send one 
copy for each family in our congregations upon 
application o f the missionary committee. The 
committee will advise how to send them, and 
will pay the postage or freight.

2. Picture o f  Missions.— That we will send 
one copy o f the Picture o f  Missions (Tract 
547) for gratuitous distribution in each family, 
in any o f  our Churches or congregations, upon 
application from the general missionary com
mittees respectively. Our experience and ob
servation satisfy us that one copy for each 
fam ily  in the congregation is sufficient if 
wisely distributed. And yet we will allow 
each pastor to judge o f the peculiar wants o f 
his charge up to fifty copies for gratuitous 
distribution. If he ask for over fifty copies, 
the rule is one for each family under his care. 
The tracts will be sent by mail or express, as 
the order may direct, the party ordering to 
pay postage or freight. If by mail, the post
age is half a cent a copy, and the stamps must 
accompany the order; so that the postage on 
fifty copies will be twenty-five cents; on one 
hundred copies, fifty cents; and in the same 
proportion for any number o f  the tract,

3. The orders, as above explained, can be 
furnished from New York, Cincinnati, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, and Boston.

4. Collectors' Books and Cards,— W e find 
collectors’ books and cards, which the Mission
ary Society supplies gratis, are often applied 
for in too large numbers for one Church or

Sunday-school. Observe and remember that 
collectors in the congregations should be suit
able persons to have collectors’ books. The 
missionary committee should know how many 
such persons can be employed, and apply only 
for so many collectors’ books as there are per
sons to be collectors in the congregation. The 
cards are designed for the children in the Sunday- 
schools. They are to be given to the most 
trustworthy child in each family represented in 
the Sunday-school, and to be used by such 
child only in its family circle. It will some
times happen that more than one child in a 
family circle could do good service. The offi
cers o f the Sunday-School Missionary Society 
must judge in this case. But experience and 
observation have shown that to give collectors’ 
books and cards to the children o f a Sunday- 
School Missionary Society, with permission to 
operate outside o f  the circle o f  their family 
and family friends, is productive o f annoyance, 
oftentimes, to persons visiting the Sunday- 
schools or coming to public worship. These 
are not proper occasions to apply for mission
ary contributions. W e must not let our good 
be evil spoken of, as saith the apostle. W e 
are aware that some Sunday-School Mission
ary Societies are the entire missionary agen
cies in some Churches. So long as this is the 
case, and circumstances justify it, they must be 
excepted from the suggestions above. But we 
are endeavoring to suggest the proper mission
ary action o f the Sunday-school, indicating that 
its proper relation to the missionary action o f ' 
the Church is that o f  an auxiliary, and that its 
proper collection sphere is the home circle. 
Thus will the children be trained for the larger 
Church and congregational sphere as they ad
vance in years. The above remarks look to 
bringing the whole Church into harmonious 
and systematic action m the great missionary 
cause.

5. Juvenile Missionary Certificates for life 
membership in Sunday-School Missionary So
cieties are now being largely called for, and in 
many instances in excessive numbers and with
out due responsibility. These certificates, 
when filled, are certificates that the holder has 
been constituted a life member o f some Juve
nile or Sunday-School Missionary Society by 
the payment o f  three or five dollars to the 
missionary treasury. It will be perceived at 
once, then, that the money must have been 
paid on the application for the certificates, or 
that the parties applying for the certificates 
must become responsible for the money which 
they represent. The money may not have 
been paid to the treasurer o f  the Missionary 
Society, but it may be in the hands o f the 
pastor, or o f the treasurer o f the Sunday- 
school or Juvenile Missionary Society, where 
the life memberships are made. Otherwise, 
the parties applying for and receiving the cer
tificates must be responsible for the money the 
certificates represent. These are the rules for 
life membership in the Parent Society and in 
the Conference Missionary Societies, and we 
feel assured that the Juvenile and Sunday- 
School Missionary Societies will nobly take 
their proper places and action in this greatest 
o f  all causes, except the regular and permanent 
pastorate in the Church. This relation anil 
Church constitution at home is the glorious 
fortress from which the Church sends out her 
missions for the conquest o f  the world to 
Christ. Success is insured by systematic 
action and unity o f  purpose. W e must all, 
then, give up our peculiar views and wishes if 
we have any, and modify our peculiar action 
and circumstances in obedience to the mature 
and published judgment o f the Church, and 
fall into line in the movement o f the mission
ary cause. W e must forego minor and local

interests if they interfere with the greatest 
„success o f the missionary cause. W e must be, 
in the matter o f missions and the Church, uni
versal men, as we are national men in regard 
to the state. Cor. Sec.

I N D I A .
“ P assed through D eath triumphant 

H ome.”— It is our lot to inform the Church 
that two more o f her excellent missionary 
women, njmely, Mrs. Pierce and Mrs. Tho- 
burn, have departed this life. The first, Mrs. 
Pierce, the wife o f Rev. Ralph Pierce, A.M., 
and daughter o f Rev. J. T. Peck, D .D ., o f 
California, sailed from the port o f Boston 
April 9, 1857, and probably survived several 
years longer to serve the Church in India than 
she could have done in America. Her value 
as a missionary among the females in the field 
o f her husband’s labors in India has been fre
quently referred to by Dr. Butler as invalua
ble, and such too was the character o f her 
labors among the orphans under the care o f 
our mission. Her dying hours were marked 
by most triumphant manifestations o f  faith 
and hope. Mrs. Thoburn, whose maiden name 
was Rockwell, sailed from the port o f Boston 
April 15, 1859, as the wife o f Rev. Joseph 
R. Downey, who deceased April 16, 1859. 
She was married again December 16, 1861,-to» 
Rev. James M. Thoburn, who sailed in the 
same company that left Boston in April, 1859, 
namely, Brothers Judd, Parker, Waugh, Dow
ney, and Thoburn. Sister Thoburn has been 
a most laborious and successful missionary 
among the native youth and orphans under 
our care; and neither her name or that o f 
Mrs. Pierce can fade from the memories of 
these lambs, some o f whom they were the 
blessed instruments o f bringing to Christ, and 
seeing them baptized on a profession o f their 
personal faith in him as their forgiving and 
justifying Saviour. (See also Ladies’ Depart
ment.)

“ Second Local Report of the Lucknow Station of the
American Methodist Mission in India. Bareilly:
Printed at the American Methodist Mission Press.
1862 . ”

Such is the title-page o f a pamphlet of 
fourteen pages now before us. After speaking 
“  o f a steady and substantial progress during 
the past year,”  they refer to the arrival o f 
Mr. and Mrs. Messmore to strengthen their 
hands, and then proceed in detail to mention 
“  bazar preaching, itinerancies, the regular con
gregation, schools, a girls’ bazar school, girls’ 
orphanage, English work, the finances, ap
peal.”  The conclusion is put in the following 
words:

Inquiries like these often meet the mission
ary : “  How do you get on 1 What are your 
prospects? How many converts have you 
made ? How do the people listen 1 What 
do they say ]”  In a word, what are present 
results ? What the prospect o f immediate and 
anticipated fruits from your labors ? Very
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well put. Our answer is, Read the report. 
But may not other questions appropriately 
come in first1? This is the seed time. Then 
what kind o f  seed are you sowing 1 In what 
seasons ? On what soils do you sow 7

W e are trying to attend to these three 
things, the seed, the season, the soil. If these 
are all right, with God’s blessing the harvest, 
rich, full, and waving with its golden grain, 
will come in its tim e; a harvest plenteous 
and cheering in proportion as we are careful to 
attend to these three things.

W e have looked through this report, signed 
by Rev. Messrs. R. Pierce, J. Baume, and J. 
H. Messmore, missionaries, and make note o f 
the following particulars :

1. They have 20 communicants.
Under instruction for baptism, 10.

“  “  not candidates, 12.
Orphan girls baptized, 84.

“  “  unbaptized, 32.
Children o f native Christians baptized, 5.
Three adults have been baptized during the 

year.

2. They are erecting a school-house, 87 by 
7 2 ; the basement story was complete at the 
date o f  the report. Their bazar school for 
girls has an average attendance o f  21, and a 
native Christian woman, under the care o f  one 
o f the missionary ladies, is the teacher. There 
are 121 orphans in the girls’ orphanage. 
“  Such has been the development, and so rapid 
the progress in this school, for the education 
and training o f native Christian girls, that the 
institution bids fair to become an efficient and 
potent agency for the accomplishment o f much 
good, sooner than its most sanguine friends 
had dared to hope.”

3. The schools have nearly quadrupled 
during the year.

4. Donations from foreign residents and 
soldiers to the various interests o f the mission, 
3,180 rupees, or $1,590.

J A P A N .
R e v . B r o t h e r  B a g l e y . — This young min

ister, formerly o f one o f the Baltimore 
Conferences, and who, as we have heretofore 
informed our readers, located that he might 
make his way to Japan as a missionary, to 
remain or return as he might understand his 
providential calling, is now at work there.

He went at his own charges in the primi
tive mode; took a steerage passage to Cali
fornia, and then, after recruiting his funds, 
sailed for China, spending some time in 
Shanghai, Fuhchau, and other ports o f that 
empire. He afterward sailed for Japan, from 
whence we have heard from him from time to 
time. The latest information from this mis
sionary extraordinary we gather from a late 
letter from Rev. 0 . Gibson, in the Advocate 
o f  the 18th o f December.

Mark his liberality, as it appears in this 
letter :

Japan is quite a sanitarium for the China 
ports, and the resident merchants and mission
aries have no end o f company. The mission
aries are Rev. Mr. Brown and family, Dr. 
Hepburn and family, Rev. Mr. Ballagh and 
family, o f the Dutch Reformed Mission ; Rev. 
Mr. Goble, of the Free Baptist Association ; 
and one independent, self-supporting Methodist 
missionary, Brother Bagley, formerly o f the 
Baltimore Conference. A t the time o f our 
arrival all the mission families were full with 
company, or at least none o f them had accom
modations for us. So Brother Bagley inter
ested himself in the matter, bought a small 
house and furnished it at once, and here we 
now are enjoying a pleasant Methodist home 
way off in Japan, many thanks to kind Broth
er Bagley.

Trusting in God, and using the abilities God 
has given him, this brother has succeeded in 
more than simply paying his way and support
ing himself. He has also acquired enough of 
the language to enable him to speak with some 
facility the Japanese dialect, and is now in the 
habit on Sundays o f  going into the private 
houses or shops, or into the temples, and tell
ing those who will hear about the Christian’s 
God and the Christian’s hope.

Everybody says Brother Bagley is a good 
man. The captain’s wife, with whom he came 
to Japan, told me that if there ever was a 
true, zealous, warm-hearted Christian, she 
thought Mr. Bagley was such when he came 
here. The trials and frictions incident to the 
apparently fruitless life o f a missionary for 
the first two or three years may have temper
ed his fiery ardor, but do not seem to have 
changed his purpose, nor weakened his faith in 
God’s gracious designs concerning this poor 
idolatrous people.

Our Church ought to have a small mission 
here o f one or two families, who could now be 
learning the language, and preparing the way 
for future success. Some previous knowledge 
o f the Chinese written language would be o f 
great service to the missionary coming to this 
land. -In the absence o f any missionary au
thorized and supported by our Church, it is 
truly refreshing to find Brother Bagley, un
aided and alone, representing Methodism in 
this far-off land.

C H I N A .
R e v .  S. L. B a l d w i n  w’rites from on board 

ship “  Hotspur,”  Wednesday, September 24, 
1862, to the Corresponding Secretary:

Captain Bennett has been very kind and at
tentive to all our wants. W e have maintain
ed family prayer in the cabin every evening, 
which has been attended by the officers o f the 
ship. ' W e have also had public services on 
the Sabbath, and I have thus been permitted 
to preach ten times to such o f  the sailors as 
chose to atteud.

One old sailor has been sick for some time, 
and is now evidently near his end. I have 
frequently conversed with him, read to him 
from the Scriptures, and sung some o f our fa
miliar tunes in his hearing. l ie  is a Roman 
Catholic, and says he wants to die in that 
faith, and cannot believe “  my religion.” He 
seems to take my services kindly, however. 
Yesterday, after I had read to him the twenty- 
third Psalm, and the fifteenth chapter o f first 
Corinthians, he expressed his gratitude, and 
said: “  These are good words, and comfort
ing.”  I tried to impress upon him the neces
sity o f throwing himself upon Jesus, and 
trusting him only for salvation. He replied 
that he did s o ; but I cannot say that I have
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much confidence in his having met with a real 
change o f  heart; still we cry unto God in his 
behalf, and He who spoke words of pardon to 
the dying thief may even now pardon this 
erring one, and receive him to himself.

W e have been blessed with good health, 
and have enjoyed more comforts than most 
people ashore would imagine to be possible 
at sea.

W e have had a constant reminder o f the 
pastors o f the Central and Twenty-seventh- 
street Churches in the elegant and comfortable 
ship chairs which their kindness placed in our 
room. May they live to breathe into many 
congregations the missionary spirit that fills 
their hearts!

W e have seen many o f  those “ wonders o f 
the deep,”  with which those who “  go down to 
the sea in ships ”  are familiar.

W e are now just half around the world from 
you ; and when the sun’s last rays were de
parting from us to-night they were shining 
upon you as the first beams o f  the morning. 
W e are twelve hours ahead o f you, doctor, 
and you can’t catch up with us, except by com
ing this w ay! W e hope to hear good news 
from the Union army to-morrow. W e have 
kept the flame o f patriotism alive by singing 
“  Hail Columbia,”  and the “ Star-Spangled 
Banner,” and “ America.”  W e hope to hear 
soon that M ’Clellan is in Richmond, and that 
the rebellion has given up the ghost! “  God
save our native land!”  is one o f our most 
earnest petitions. W e look forward to our 
work with earnest hope o f usefulness in the 
vineyard o f the Lord, and expect confidently 
the prayers o f God’s chosen people in our be
half! The Lord willing, you shall soon hear 
from us at Hong Kong.

A F R I C A .
P e r s e c u t i o n s  f o r  C h r i s t ’ s  s a k e  a m o n g  

t h e  B a r o l o n g s  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a . — This ac
count is found in a letter from one o f the mis
sionaries o f the London Society:

B am axgw ato , June 27, 1862.
In compliance with my promise to Moleme, 

I now send a brief account o f the persecutions 
which the Christians among Montsioe’s people 
have been called upon to endure.

It is now more than a year since Montsioe, 
the chief, assumed an attitude o f open hostility 
toward his Christian subjects. Matters were 
hastened by the unusually large number o f 
young people who, under religious impression, 
ceased to take an interest in those subjects 
which engage the attention o f the young in a 
heathen town. When these inquirers were 
about to be enrolled in classes, and thus take 
up a position as “  bathu ba lehuku,”  (people 
o f  the word,) the chief resolved to prevent 
their doing so. His decision w’as that they 
must first observe the usual custom of their 
forefathers, and especially that they must join 
in the reed-dance, and that afterward they 
might “ join the wTord o f God.” Moleme and 
the disciples were opposed to this course as 
one which virtually obliged them to serve two 
masters; a thing wiiieh, they said, God’s word 
told them no one could do. I need not tell 
you what would be the result o f resistance to 
the will o f the chief in such a town as Mont
sioe’s : the consequent pisos, accusations, de
fenses, and general loud talking in public; the 
family strifes, the upbraidings, the assevera
tions, in private. All this was enacted among 
the Baroiong, when the young people resisted 
the will o f their king, and broke off from the 
customs o f their forefathers.
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The next cause o f  oflense was the refusal o f 

the Christian young men and inquirers to go 
to the hunt (fechulo) as usual. This was fol
lowed by another “  crime,”  their refusal to 
join in digging the “  garden o f  rain,”  tsimo ea 
pula. This is, as you are aware, a heathen 
ceremony, and those who take part in it are o f 
coure abettors o f rain-making. Moleme and 
Jan, with the other believers and the inquir
ers, refusing to join in digging this “ garden o f 
ram," requested that, i f  the king wished a test 
o f  their loyalty he should appoint them an
other field, which they would be quite willing 
to dig at his command, “  D o not accuse us 
o f disobedience,”  said they to the chief; “  you 
are still our father, and in all things belonging 
to your kingdom we are still your most will
ing subjects ; only, concerning our old customs 
and the word o f  God, we have believed the 
latter, have ‘ entered into the word,’ and 
therefore may not join in the dark deeds o f 
our forefathers, who had not the knowledge 
which we possess.”

Baffled in these endeavors, Montsioe had re
course to another plan. In the absence o f the 
two chief men among the believers, he gave 
out the order thaf on the following Sabbath 
there should be no meeting in the little chapel; 
all were to join in the usual singing and 
dancing by moonlight. In spite cvf the chief 
the believers met as usual, led on and encour
aged by two women whose names I forget, but 
who certainly acted in a manner worthy o f 
their Christianity. Finding that his command 
was unheeded, the chief resolved to scatter the 
little company by terrifying the females, who 
he knew animated the rest. Accordingly, 
while one o f the male members o f the Church 
was engaged in prayer, Montsioe appeared at 
the chapel door, a naked European swrord in 
hand ; the services were interrupted, and doubt
less many were terrified. Montsioe ordered 
the worshipers immediately to disperse; but 
he was answered by one o f  the two women 
that they were doing nothing but wrhat was 
required o f them as “  people o f God’s word,”  
and that they should just go on with the serv
ice. Then followed what must have struck 
terror into many hearts, and what was meant 
to terrify all. The chief, in a great rage, in
dignant at being opposed to the lace by women, 
threatened the most dreadful things i f  they did 
not at once leave the place. I believe he ul
timately succeeded in clearing the chapel; but 
be was utterly foiled, nevertheless, in his en
deavor to put a stop to the regular meetings 
for worship, which were taking place up to the 
time o f  my visit.

The Chiefs Daughter.— But perhaps the 
most interesting part o f  this account remains 
to be told. Montsioe has a daughter, not more 
than twenty years o f  age, who is married to a 
serious-thinking young man, and who'herself is 
a believer. After it had occurred to the chief 
to crush Christianity among his people, he felt 
o f  course that he must “  begin at home.”  A c
cordingly he forbade his daughter to attend 
the public worship. He was obeyed in this ; 
but the heads o f  the Church endeavored to 
make up to her what loss she might sustain by 
her obedience to tliis cruel command, by regu- 

y sending one o f their number to read por
tions o f Scripture which had been read in the 
meeting, and to mention something o f  what 
had been said. Montsioe finding this out, and 
learning that she continued to sing and to pray 
in private, separated her from her husband, 
and removed ner to his own house. She was 
forbidden to read or pray, or, in short, to be a 
Christian. The young disciple evaded part o f 
this injunction by carrying about with her her 
Bechuana Hymn Book, which she read in her

secret devotions. This being discovered, she 
was ordered to doff her European clothing, and 
to return to heathen attire, w'hich it was sup
posed would afford her no means o f  secreting 
books about her person. However, she was 
not to be baffled, but, with the assistance o f 
the old women, contrived a place by which she 
still carries about with her the Bechuana 
Hymn Book. She pays stolen visits to old 
Moleme, who encourages her to hold fast her 
confidence, and who, in giving me this account 
o f her, said, “  I fear not for her; the Spirit o f  
God is strong within her.”  Being forbidden 
the company o f Christians, she could only re
main a few minutes in my company. .1 am 
not sure that she wras allowed to attend the 
preaching, which was in the court and not in 
the chapel.

I shall just add that my visit to the Baro- 
long has cheered my heart as a missionary, 
and especially encourages me to hope and be
lieve that the Bechuanas, known to the world 
chiefly in connection with their filth and lazi
ness, may yet in many cases, as in the present, 
force  themselves into favorable notice on ac
count o f  their steadfast, simple faith in the 
Gospel. Especially gratifying will it be to 
our Wesleyan brethren to hear, as it is to us 
to publish, that their labors among the Baro- 
long are }*et bearing precious fruit, although 
the field is at present without the oversight o f  
a European missionary.

R e v . B ishop  B urns writes in relation to 

the need o f  laborers in his field, and his ex

pectations in relation to an increase :

W e somehow feel that the African mission, 
all through, is designed o f God to be a pecul
iarity; and in nothing more than in raising 
laborers for his harvest. It seems out o f  your 
power to aid much in the material o f men and 
women o f  the right stamp.- They come forth 
slowly here. W ell, in the midst o f  these dis
couraging aspects at the very sources o f sup
ply, as the Church thought; God has given me, 
down deep in my heart, a confidence that at 
the present trying hour especially the great 
duty o f the Church here, and all those who 
are concerned for the well-being o f  Africa 
elsewhere, is to look directly to God for help.
I believe he intends to have his own way, and 
that w’ay “ far above our thought.”  May not 
the often quoted prediction, “  Ethiopia shall 
stretch her hand unto God,”  regard especially 
the spirit o f  godly importunity with which 
her infant Churches shall plead for help % I 
may be able, at no very distant day, to con
firm a part o f  these statements by what is 
actually taking place among us.

FOREIGN SCANDINAVIAN.
R e v . C. W iller u p .— Our superintendent o f 

missions in Scandinavia writes from Copen
hagen, November 6, 1862: “  The number o f 
inquiring souls is continually on the increase. 
In Copenhagen we are still toiling on, and, 
thanks be to God ! our labor is not in vain in 
the Lord. W e are still praying the Lord to 
give us soon a church. Our little hall is 
crowded with people every time o f  preaching, 
and not a few have to go back without hear
ing the word for want o f  room. This fact I 
have mentioned in several o f  my letters. 
Does not the responsibility in some measure 
rest upon the Church i f  souls that manifest 
such hunger for the word o f  life should die for

lack o f knowledge— for want o f  having a place 
where to hear the word1? If my health per
mits, and the Lord willing, I shall soon leave 
for Norway to hold my fourth quarterly meet
ings, and when I return I hope to be able to 
report to you good news.”

Rev. M. H anson  writes from Porsgrund, 
October 13, 1862, to the superintendent, Rev. 
C. W illerup:

D e a r  P astor ,— I will hereby inform you 
that the« Lord is with us, so that the preaching 
o f  his word is not in vain, but sinners are 
awakened, and tears o f repentance are yet 
seen to flow in our meetings. Last week two 
men came over and joined our society, after 
they had for about two hours been laboring 
with the State Church minister to get their 
certificate. He told them that our doctrine 
was false, and that there was no Church that 
had such a poor foundation to rest on as the 
Methodist Church. But this did not frighten 
them ; they came over and joined our Church 
with glad hearts. One o f  them was a mer
chant’s clerk, a young man who may, by God’s 
grace, do much good among us.

Some time ago wre were somewiiat embar
rassed, as we did not know how to get $40 to 
pay on our church debt; but we took up a 
collection, and got a little over $30 and some 
gold rings.

October 31 he writes again:
Since you heard from me last God has been 

with us, and his work is in steady progress 
among us, for which wre feel thankful to him 
from whom every good and perfect gift com- 
eth. Within our society peace, harmony, and 
love prevail, and there is also in general an 
earnest striving to obtain more o f the mind 
that is in Christ Jesus.

A  new field.— Lately a new field o f labor 
has been opened to us in a small village about 
three miles from Porsgrund. In this place a 
great number o f people are working in saw
mills and flour-mills, and close by there is 
also an iron work.

The first time I visited the place I could 
hardly get any out to hear, but we have now 
in general a house full o f hearers. And not
withstanding all the opposition from the State 
Church, wre have seen some fruit o f our labor, 
and we hope, by the grace o f God, to see 
more. Brother Arvesen’s health is better, so 
that we can now visit the place nearly every 
Sunday.

Need o f  Schools.— I cannot omit to mention 
one thing which presses heavy on many hearts 
in our societies, and that is, we have no day- 
schools for our children, where they might go 
and get a necessary education. W e have a 
Sunday-school, and feel thankful to God for 
that; but it cannot do our children much good 
under the present circumstances. The law o f 
this country compels the parents to send their 
children to some day-school, and as we have 
none o f our own, we are o f necessity com
pelled to send them to the State Church 
schools. The teachers o f these schools labor 
hard to impress upon our children’s minds that 
our doctrine is false, and that their parents 
through ignorance are led astray, and then ad
vise them not to follow their parents. Be
sides this they are persecuted and sneered at 
by the other children for being Methodists 
and going to Sunday-school, and there bowing 
their knees in prayer. By this means the 
hearts o f the children are separated from the 
parents, and a dislike to Sunday-school and 
Methodism on the whole is a fruit, that in 
many cases is manifesting itself, to the grief



M I S S I O N A R Y  A D V O C A T E . 87
and sorrow o f the parents, who mourn deeply 
on this account.

R e v . J. P. L arsen  writes from Frederik- 
stad, Norway, October 28, 1862, to R ev. C.
II. Willerup, the superintendent:

D ear  P astor ,— The Lord has been very 
good to us in these latter times. Sunday, Oc
tober 19, we had a prayer-meeting after preach
ing, and so many came forward for prayer that 
there was no room around the altar for them. 
A  young man, who had for some time felt 
himself to be a sinner, found peace with God. 
I spoke with him after service; he was very 
happy. AH well in our little society.

A  third writes from Svendborg, Denmark, 
October 21, 1862:

D ear  P astor ,— Since I last wrote to you 
about this mission God has been with us, so 
that I can to-day make you happy by saying 
that two souls have been awakened among us, 
a young man and his wife. They live about 
five miles from here with the wife’s parents, 
who are humble, zealous, and praying Method
ists. These young people have been hard, and 
would not hear or receive any exhortation 
from their parents. But what happens ? One 
morning they both came in weeping, and said, 
“  W e will follow you in the way o f the Lord.” 
They all wept, and there the tears o f joy  and 
repentance flowed together, so that even the 
angels in heaven rejoiced over them. One 
Saturday evening the young man, in company 
with his father-in-law, came to speak with me 
about his soul’s salvation. I spoke and prayed 
with them. Sunday I preached in the country 
to a good congregation, from Rev. xxi, 27. 
The word o f God was quick and powerful, 
many tears were flowing; it was a blessed 
time for myself and all the brethren. Another 
couple, man and wife, who have for some time 
been on our side, came forward and asked me 
to receive them into the Church. Dear pas
tor, you know what we have to contend with 
in this place; pray for us.

D O M E S T IC  M I S S I O N S .
N ot to be P ublished .— By some means 

we lighted upon the following letter, addressed 
to Rev. Dr. Bangs o f precious memory. It is 
dated April 8, 1840, written by Rev. Julius 
Field twenty-two years ago, at that time pre
siding elder o f the Milwaukee Mission Dis
trict, and “ not to be published.” W e sent 
the letter to the writer with a few lines, and 
now put the “ not to be published”  and a 
contribution from the same hand before our 
readers:

S o u th p o rt , April 8, 1840.
In sending to the agents I here inclose a 

short communication to you relative to the 
state o f the missions in my charge. The ex
treme north I have not visited since I last 
wrote, but those in the southern part o f  the 
district are in a state o f general prosperity ; 
four or five houses o f worship are about to be 
erected, and .in general there is a prosperous 
state o f religious feeling. In Racine and 
Southport Mission a very general revival.

Yours truly, J. F ield .

D omestic M issions.— Dear Brother,— In 
answer to yours, requesting me to give an 
account o f my former field o f labor, the Mil
waukee Mission District in 1840, and its pres
ent statistics, I send you the following:

A t the date above named this district was

within the Illinois Conference, and extended 
from the Illinois State line to Green Bay, in
cluding the Indian Missions o f that region, and 
from Lake Michigan on the east to Fort Win
nebago on the west, including Madison, the 
capital o f Wisconsin.

There were 9 charges, with 8 ministers to 
supply them, and 530 members. W e were 
favored with two very humble edifices called 
churches and one log parsonage on the district. 
In more than one place the distance was over 
thirty miles between the sparse settlements, 
where there were no other roads or bridges 
than nature had made.

Throughout this region are now rich farm
ing communities, flourishing villages and cities  ̂
the latter numbering from three to six thousand 
inhabitants, without including the larger lake 
ports, conveniently connected with the great 
modern improvements o f railroad and tel
egraph.

The people in those sparse settlements were 
eager to hear the word o f the Lord, and we 
enjoyed many precious seasons in the cabins 
o f these pioneers.

A  new Appointment.— In one o f  my Green 
Bay tours, learning that a few members o f our 
Church had commenced a settlement at the 
junction o f the Fox River with the Winne
bago Lake, and feeling the missionary spirit 
upon me rather strongly, I left the main road 
leading from the bay to the Brothertown In
dian settlement. I reached the northeast cor
ner o f the aforesaid lake. Here I found a 
solitary house as the darkness was setting in, 
put up for the night, was treated very kindly; 
but my faithful beast was obliged to endure 
the cold without. shelter, with very scanty 
fare.

Sixteen Miles on Ice.—The next day, after a 
cold ride o f sixteen or eighteen miles on the 
treacherous ice, arrived safely at the place of 
destination. The news was soon communi
cated that a minister was with them, and an 
appointment was arranged for the evening. 
W e had a fine time, the word o f the Lord 
was precious.”  As I was the first regular 
minister that had visited that side o f the lake, 
the first class was now organized. This is the 
location o f the present flourishing city o f 
Oshkosh.

The next morning we crossed the lake, ten 
o r ' twelve miles in width, to the Brothertown 
Mission, for quarterly meeting.

A t Madison our place for worship was the 
unfinished Senate Chamber o f the State House. 
The society small and feeble. Milwaukee was 
our most important charge, but here we had 
no better place for worship than an indifferent 
carpenter’s shop fitted up temporarily.

Racine and Kenosha.— Our best accommo
dation for worship iu the (now) city o f Racine 
was a vacated store, with only loose boards 
for seats; and Kenosha, the seat o f the late 
conference, at that time had no better accom
modations in this regard than a large log 
school-house.

This Milwaukee District embraced a larger 
scope o f country than is now included in the 
Wisconsin Conference, Madison and other ter
ritory being now’ included in the West W is
consin Conference.

The present Statistics.— There are now em
braced in this field 7 districts; 125 circuits, 
stations, and missions; 141 traveling and 172 
local ministers; and a membership, including 
probationers, •of over 11,000; 246 Sabbath- 
schools, 2,274 teachers, and 12,407 scholars. 
There are 98 church edifices and 69 par
sonages.

There are also within the limits a noble and 
well-sustained college, the Lawrence Univers
ity, an honor to any conference or state, and 
two seminaries.

There was raised the last conference year j 
83,712 32 missionary money ; and at the late 
Wisconein Conference only $2,650 o f this was 
retained for the support o f six missions among 
the foreign populations, one Indian mission, 
and to sustain several domestic missions in the 
regular wrork within their bounds, leaving over 
$1,000 for the general cause in other lands. 
Surely no onewiltcall in question the wisdom 
o f liberally sustaining domestic missionary ap
propriations, with the evidence o f such encour
aging results before them.

* Personal experience.— As for myself, during 
my seven years o f pioneer life, I might talk 
o f  close intimaey with wolves; dining on rac
coon o f  my own capturing, and roasted in the 
wilderness a long, long way from any human 
dwelling; swimming o f  turbid streams; en
joying bread made from corn grated from the 
ear, and a full meal from boiled ears only, and 
that too without salt or seasoning o f any kind, 
shared on the same wearisome journey with 
the venerable Bishop Waugh on our way to 
an annual conference, which was held in con
nection with a camp-meeting, where the best 
accommodations that could be afforded for its I 
sittings was a log pen. Mention might be 
made of traveling in winter over extensive and 
bleak prairies, through driving storms, and so 
benumbed with cold as to be obliged to walk 
clutching the mane o f my horse, to be carried 
safely through to the settlement; sleeping on 
the floor with only a single buffalo skin, and in 
other cases where the chinking o f the cabin was 
so imperfect, that in the morning drifts o f  snow I
added not a little to the weight o f our bed cov
ering. But as we hear little or no complaint 
from those who cheerfully endure much more 
than all this to achieve worldly interests, a 
minister o f Christ should be ashamed to dwell 
upon these as sacrifices o f  any moment. W e 
rejoice that our successors may occupy more 
pleasant positions, and have facilities for achiev
ing much more for their divine Master.

Yours very truly, J ulius F ield .
"W ilton , N ov. 27, 1862.

F O R E I G N  P O P U L A T I O N S .
G erm an  D om estic- M i s s i o n s .— The tw’o 

which we have in New York are feeling the 
reviving influence o f the H oly Spirit, and the 
word is made effectual in the conversion o f 
sinners. W e have before us a note from 
Rev. J. W . Freund, o f New Haven, showing 
the good state o f  our German mission under 
his care: “  Our society has lately enjoyed 
some prosperity, and six souls have been 
added to our society. Congregations good; 
Sunday-school, one hundred and fifty children ; 
Apologist has very large circulation. W e 
have sixteen subscribers for the Commentary. 
Our brethren and friends who have gone to 
war all take the Apologist and pay for it. A  
soldier who enlisted after four weeks’ residence 
in the country writes m e: ‘ I see, by the Apol
ogist, that the* Methodist Church1 fe a true 
Church o f  Christ. Inclosed find five dollars 
from my pay for the mission cause.’ About 
thirty-three German soldiers were here at the 
hospital wounded and sick, and they prize the 
Apologist very much.”
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^íamíit’s g íjartnuul.

D e a t h s  o f  S e a m e n .— Rev. J. Rowell, our 
chaplain at San Francisco, sends us the fol
lowing :

“ A  sailor, named II. S. Parker, hailing 
from Rhode Island, died lately in the United 
States Marine Hospital, San Francisco. He 
has pious friends somewhere, and it will com
fort them to know that he gave good evidence 
o f  regeneration before he died.

“  D r o w n ed  a t  S ea .— John Rittenger, sea
man, fell from the jib-boom o f  the ship ‘ Star 
o f  the Union’ on the passage from Boston 
hither and was drowned.”

h a b i t s ’ J i j r a r t m t n t .

A  Missionary Lady in our mission in In
dia writes o f the native debasement and 
o f the death o f  three missionary ladies :

Our work here, although this is .a new sta
tion, is not only interesting but delightful. W e 
have service in our own house every Sabbath 
morning, with an attendance o f about forty or 
fifty. Then we have Sabbath and day schools 
which are well attended, and Mr. G., with his 
native preacher, attends bazars nearly every 
day in the week, for the purpose o f  preaching. 
It is a pleasure to do anything to enlighten the 
minds o f  these poor benighted people. O f 
their ignorance, their superstition, their man
ner of life, you can form no idea. You must 
see it to realize it. “  God is not in all their 
thoughts.”

Our missionaries, we see by the papers, were 
to sail the 1st o f  September. W e have not 
yet beard that they did sail. W e shall look 
for them very anxiously. W e had hoped to 
have welcomed Mr. Gracey’s brother this year, 
but it seemed under the circumstances quite 
impossible ; but we hope he may be sent next 
year, as he is anxious to come.

W  e are pained to hear o f  the still unsettled 
condition o f  our country, and hope that peace 
shall soon be restored. How much we think 
o f our friends and loved ones in these trying 
times I Home appears very dear to us as we 
look at it through the dim distance, and we 
often long for communion with our dear ones.

You have heard ere this o f  the sudden and 
unexpected death o f your friend, Mrs. Jackson;
I heard you speak o f  her so frequently while I 
was with you. I had thought o f  writing you 
full particulars o f her death, but I concluded 
Brother Jackson had done it. I did not know 
her, but I had a great regard for her. W  heu I 
reached Calcutta I found a letter awaiting me 
from her, giving me such a cordial welcome to 
India! It was so unexpected and yet pleasant 
that I felt acquainted with her, and appreciated

her letter so much. That letter is now in 
America, Mrs. Lillie Gracey having it. After 
leaving Calcutta I answered her letter, and we 
corresponded until her sickness. She gave 
birth to a little son on September 13, ontthe 
14th the child died, and on the 15th she died. 
They had just moved from Bareilly to Bu- 
daon, and had been there but a very little 
while. After her confinement dysentery set 
in, and it was beyond the skill o f  the physician 
to save her. She died, I believe, insensible, 
not being able to recognize Brother Jackson. 
However, at times she recovered sufficiently to 
talk o f  her child, and assure her friends that 
she was prepared for her change. When first 
told she must die she seemed surprised, and 
said, “ W hy  is it possible?”  but soon after 
gained a complete victory.

Poor Brother Jackson has our warmest 
sympathies, and his poor little motherless 
child also. I believe he intends sending her to 
England to his mother. But this is only part 
o f  a sad chapter which I have to tell you. 
This morning we received intelligence o f the 
death o f Mrs. Thoburn, formerly Mrs. Dow
ney. I do not know whether you were ac
quainted with her. She and Brother Thoburn 
were married some time during the last year, 
since which time her health has not been very 
good. About a month ago she gave birth to 
a son, and although she has not been very well 
since, yet we did not apprehend anything se
rious, and I cannot tell you how shocked I was 
this morning to hear o f  her death. W e  have 
not yet heard any o f the particulars.

It is said by those who knew her that her 
loss in the mission will be great, for she was a 
zealous worker.

And yet another we fear ! W e have been 
expecting daily to hear o f  the death o f  Sister 
Pierce for the last week. She had consump
tion it is said when she left America, and the 
climate has proved beneficial to her, and it 
is thought lengthened her days. But for the 
last year she has been failing. W e received a 
letter from Lucknow, giving us her dying mes
sage, which we hope may do us all great good. 
The letter said she was dying then, and could 
last but a little while, and I presume ere this 
she is in the better land. W e shall hear in 
the morning, and as the European mail does 
not close till to-morrow evening, will leave this 
open until we hear. She will be a great loss 
to the mission, having done a work in connec
tion with the orphanage that will cause many 
in this land to rise up and call her blessed.”

Mr. and Mrs. Hicks have been in Seetapore 
for the last four months, but have just left for 
their new station, Budaon, I was with her 
when she was confined. She has a dear little 
babe, quite fat and hearty, which they call 
after her mother.

P . S. Monday morning, November 3.— Let
ter just received from Dr. Butler, who is in 
Lucknow with Sister Pierce. He says: “  Sis
ter Pierce is still living, but so far gone that 
we do not leave her bedside a moment. It is 
one o f  the most triumphant death-bed scenes I 
have ever seen/’

But the mail goes out, and I must close.
Yours, A n nie  li.

jStatiaiita.

E ngland .— There is still in that country a 
field for just such domestic missionaries as 
were John Wesley and the “ godly club,”  ere 
he and they were thrust out into the highways 
and hedges. The field will be found in the

following statistics, which have been publish
ed, o f  a number o f. the leading county and 
borough jails in'England. They are made use 
o f by the Romish journals to press upon the 
government the employment o f paid chaplains 
o f  the Roman Catholic Church. They show 
most clearly the immense proportion o f crim
inals o f  that Church in proportion to its ad
herents iu England:

ToUl Estab. Rom. All
Prisoners. Church. Cath. Others.

Liverpool Borough ja il.. 888 361 485 42
Manchester City jail____535 293 207 35
Westminster House of

Correction................  526 341 188 2
Salford Now Bailey. . .  462 244 147 71
Borough jail, Kirkdale

(Liverpool)................453 304 141 8
Wakefield Bor’gh Prison 800 392 139 269

N. B.— Of these 269, 168 are entered as of “ no
persuasion,” and 85 as Wesleyans.

Wandsworth House of
Correction................  700 562 124 14

Stafford County Prison. 663 503 94 66
Preston House of Cor

rection......................  303 210 77 16
N. B.— Of these 16, 2 are described as of “ no re-

ligion.”

City of London Prison,
Holloway.................. 376 261 67 48

N. B.— Of these 48, the religious denomination of 5
is described as “  none.”

Birmingham Borough
Prison......................  383 293 67 23

Durham County ja il____ 369 295 63 11
Newcastle Bor’gh Prison 172 93 63 16
Knutsford House of Cor

rection, Cheshire . .  257 166 61 30
N. B.— Of the 30, 19 are Methodists, and 8 are 

debtors, whose religion is not specified.

Leeds Borough jail  225 115 56 54

N. B.— Of the 54. ‘(3 are Methodists, and 14 of “ no 
religion.”

Southampton Co. Prison,
Winchester  374 302 54 18
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