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M A D A G A S C A R .
The old readers o f the Missionary Advocate 

will remember to have seen the above cut 
before. It is now introduced as a contrast 
with the new condition o f things under the 
reign o f the young prince, an account o f  which 
follows :

M a d a g a s c a r — P a s t  a n d  P r e s e n t .— There 
is perhaps no part o f the wide missionary 
field about which Christians have thought and 
felt more than about Madagascar. And no 
wonder. Since the days o f the apostles, no 
history has been more full o f facts which show 
what a powerful thing religion is when it lays 
a firm hold upon the understanding, the con
science, and the heart. And never was the 
Almighty Saviour’s- last promise, Lo, I am 
with you alway,”  more strikingly fulfilled than 
it has been in the ease o f the suffering, the mar
tyred, but the faithful Christians o f that land. 
Now, however, a great and glorious change 
has taken place there. The Bight o f  storm 
and suffering for the servants o f Jesus Christ 
has given place to the calm, clear dawn o f 
what we trust will pro.ve a long and happy 
day. But, before we speak o f the present, we 
must take a hasty glance at the past.

Madagascar was one o f the first countries to 
which the directors o f the London Missionary 
Society desired to send the Gospel. It is now 
sixty-three years since they .instructed Dr. Van- 
derkemp, who was then going to South Africa, 
to visit that island, in order, i f  possible, to pre
pare the way for missionaries there. But at 
that time this could not be done, and it was 
not until twenty years after, in 1818, that the 
first laborers landed upon its shore. Rad am a 
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I. was then the King o f  Madagascar. He was 
a heathen, but yet a very wise and wonderful 
man. He wished his people to be taught and 
to become civilized; to be the friends o f  the 
English, and to imitate their customs. But 
the two most remarkable things which Rada- 
ma did was to abolish the slave trade, which 
had long been carried on in his country, and 
to receive Christian missionaries. This last 
act was the beginning o f great changes and o f 
many sorrows, yet o f boundless, endless bless
ings to the Malagasy. And if  angels in heav
en were able to look into the future, and to 
see effects hidden in their causes, (as the oak 
is in the acorn,) with what delight must they 
have watched Messrs. Jones and Bevan, the 
first messengers o f mercy to Madagascar, as 
they landed at Tamatave ! For though these 
good men did not go there with noise or pomp, 
and some perhaps despised both them and 
their mission, they carried with them that pre
cious seed which was to live and grow in 
many hearts, and at length to fill the land with 
its fruit. But this beginning o f the good work, 
like the beginning o f almost every other mis
sion, was sorrowful and sad. Both the mis
sionaries took the dreadful fever o f the coast; 
oue o f them, Mr. Bevan, died, and the other 
was forced to flee for his life. But the king 
had heard that they were at Tamatave, and 
sent to invite them to the capital.

In 1820 Mr. Jones, with Mr. Hastie, a gen
tleman sent by the British government, went 
to Tananarivo, where Radama received them 
in the most friendly manner. Thus the mis
sion was begun. But it was only the begin
ning, for soon other, missionaries followed Mr. 
Jones, and so great was their success, that 
many Malagasy became real Christians, and 
from ten to fifteen thousand were taught to 
read and write. Thus was the foundation laid 
o f  a great work in Madagascar, and a work 
which no power o f man or devils would be 
able to stop. But in 1828 a time o f trial 
came to the Christians, and a time o f such 
trial! For in that year Radama died, and the 
late queen began her reign o f darkness, terror, 
and blood. For a while indeed the mission
aries were allowed to preach, and the people 
to attend the schools. But after a time these 
things were forbidden, and the profession o f 
Christianity was made a crime. In 1836 all 
the missionaries had left the capital, and as 
soon as they were gone every person who was 
suspected o f being a Christian was forced to 
drink the tangena or poison water, to show 
whether he was so or not. From this year 
up lo  the present the history o f the Christians 
o f Madagascar is a book o f  martyrs. Like 
“  Bloody Queen Mary,”  the late Ranavolo 
was a gloomy, superstitious, and cruel woman, 
determined to enslave or destroy all who 
would not obey her orders and worship her 
idols.

It is impossible at present to say how many 
have suffered the loss o f all things, how many 
have been made slaves, and how many have 
laid down their lives because they loved the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and would not deny his 
uame. Several cases, described in this-Maga
zine and elsewhere, have strikingly shown 'how
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these noble sufferers rejoiced in suffering, and 
were faithful even unto death. How many 
they have been is not at present known. Some 
time ago it was believed that more than a 
hundred had been executed, while many hund
reds more were enslaved or enduring cruel 
punishment; but since then others have had 
to tread the same path o f suffering. And be
fore we tell our readers anything about the 
present state o f  Madagascar, we will give 
them one or two facts o f the last great perse
cution o f the Christians there, which will serve 
to show both their character and the character 
o f their late cruel queen.

This persecution began in 1857. At that 
time two French merchants and two Jesuits, 
together with some Malagasy nobles, joined in 
a plot to dethrone the queen. This was found 
out. The Frenchmen were sent away from 
the island. But what then 1 Did the anger 
o f the queen fall upon the nobles who had 
tried to put an end to her reign o f  terror? 
No. Instead o f this, her fierce wrath was once 
more kindled, like a consuming fire, against 
the Christians. Though these had done noth
ing to offend her, and most o f them were ig
norant o f  what others were doing, that did not 
matter. She hated them with her whole heart, 
and was no doubt glad once more to try to 
root them out o f  the laud. Search was made 
in every quarter, and a man had prepared a 
long fist o f the names o f those at the capital, 
which he was about to hand to the queen. 
Happily the Christian prince, now the King 
o f Madagascar, heard o f this, and having got 
the paper tore it in pieces, and thus saved the 
lives o f a great number. Still, in a short 
time, more than two hundred had been named 
to the bloodthirsty queen, and it was said that 
eight hundred o f her soldiers were constantly 
employed in searching for others. As how
ever so many Christians were not brought in 
as she wished, she became aHgry, and it is 
stated that she said the bowels o f  the earth 
should be searched, and the sea should be drag
ged with nets, so that not one might escape. 
At the same time she declared, at a great 
meeting held for the purpose, that those who 
hid them or helped them to get away should 
die; but that those who brought them in, or 
hindered their escape, should receive her espe
cial favor.

An Austrian lady was at that time in the 
capital, and has described some o f the sad and 
shocking things which she then saw and heard. 
One case was that o f an old woman, who cer
tainly had nothing to do with the plot. But 
she was a Christian. This was her crime, and 
there could not have been a greater in the eyes 
o f  the queen. And what was done to her ? 
They dragged her to the market-place, and, 
like some’ faithful martyrs mentioned in the 
eleventh chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the He
brews, her backbone was sawn asunder!

On the following day the queen’s soldiers 
went to a native house in a village not far from 
the capital, where they expected to find some 
Christians. But they searched the house in 
vain. It was quite empty, and the soldiers 
were just going away, when they heard some 
one cough. Again they searched, and in a
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large hole dug in the ground and covered with 
straw six Christians had hid themselves. 
Their destruction was o f course certain. But 
they did not suffer alone. As all the people 
o f the village were believed to have known 
that these Christians were hid under their hut, 
they too, men, women, and children, were 
bound and dragged to the capital to be pun
ished. A t this time, almost every day, as
semblies were held, at which the people were 
told that the queen would not rest until the 
last Christian had been destroyed.

As the visitor who describes these sad 
scenes was leaving the capital, she passed 
through the market-place, and there saw one 
o f  the terrible sights which had been so com
mon during the reign o f  Queen Ranavola. 
And only a few hours before ten Christians 
were put to death with frightful tortures. As 
they were taken from prison to the place o f 
execution, the soldiers often thrust them with 
their spears. But they were firm amid their 
suffering, and even more than firm. “ They 
continuedI”  she says, “  to sing hymns till they 
died! ”

But these scenes have, we trust, forever 
passed away in Madagascar. The persecutor 
o f  the Christians can persecute no longer, and 
their tried friend, the Prince Rakout Radama, 
has become king o f the island, with the title 
o f Radama II. This was a change toward 
which, through many weary years o f watching, 
waiting, and sorrow, the Christians o f that 
country have been earnestly looking, and for 
which both they and their brethren in Christ 
throughout the world have never ceased to 
pray. And now, we doubt not but that faith
ful men and women are coming forth from 
their hiding-places, that the heavy bonds are 
falling from many a Christian slave, and that 
thousands are ready to exclaim: “ When the 
Lord turned again the captivity o f Zion, we 
were like them that dream. Then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
with singing. Then said we among the hea
then, The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.”

One o f  the first acts o f the new king was to 
declare his intention that his country should be 
opened to the people o f all lands; and how 
much he regards missionaries will appear from 
the circumstance that both he and his Secretary 
o f State wrote, in English, to the Rev. J. Le 
Brun, the Missionary o f the London Mission
ary Society in the Mauritius. From .those let
ters we learn that the king is so desirous o f 
the instruction o f his people, that he’had al
ready begun to build a large school at the cap
ital. But as the son o f Mr. Le Brun, who is 
also a missionary, has gone to Tananarivo, we 
shall soon hear more about the prince, and the 
prospects that are opening to his country and 
his people. W e are pleased also to inform 
our readers that, at the request o f the directors, 
the Rev. W . Ellis is about to visit Madagascar 
for the third time. They have also resolved 
to send out other missionaries fitted to train 
native preachers, to superintend schools, and to 
spread the Gospel through the land. Let us 

. all give thanks to God, who has enabled his 
servants to suffer so long and so greatly for 
his sake, and who has once more opened that 
long-closed land to the missionaries o f Jesus 
Christ.— London Juv. Miss. Mag.

E X P E N S E  O F  O U R  M I S S I O N 
A R Y  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .

W e have occasionally met with an objection 
to making contributions to the missionary 
cause which is deemed very discouraging, if 
not insurmountable. It is possible that it is

honestly entertained by some. W e find it in 
these words in the report o f  an intelligent mis
sionary collector. Mrs. Henry, to whom the 
collector applied, said: “ It is all folly to give 
to this object. You have to give fifty  dollars 
in order to get one to the heathen; it has to 
pass through so many hands before they reap 
any benefit. And then look at the long string 
o f salaried officers that pretend to transact the 
business ! No, no, I don’ t want anything to 
do with such complicated machinery.”  This 
is an exaggerated statement o f  the objection, 
even admitting that it has foundation. Our 
object in this present writing is simply to say, 
the objection does not lie against the financial 
administration o f the Missionary Society o f 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1859 
and 1860, as the treasurer’s report will show, 
the missionary funds were collected through
out the Church, and disbursed in our home and 
foreign missions, at less than three per cent, 
on the sum collected and disbursed. The re
port o f  the treasurer for 1861, nearly ready 
for publication, we doubt not will show that 
the expense will not exceed three per cent. 
W e have stated this remarkable fact several 
times publicly, and it always created surprise 
and inquiry. Business men said it seemed im
possible to be true. But it is true, and this is 
the explanation.

There are but three paid officers employed in 
this work— the Corresponding Secretary and 
Recording Secretary at New York, and the 
Assistant Corresponding Secretary, resident in 
the W est; to these add a small monthly al
lowance for a porter in the office in New York, 
and five hundred dollars for keeping the ac
counts under the direction o f the treasurer, 
who receives no compensation for his services 
as treasurer, aud we have the aggregate ex
pense. W e should have said, also, the as
sistant treasurer at Cincinnati receives no 
compensation. Assume the annual contribu
tions o f  the Church jto be two hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, and three per cent, on 
this sum will cover the expense o f collecting 
and disbursing it.

In further explanation we state: By the 
order o f the General Conference each pastor 
in our Church is chairman o f a missionary 
committee appointed by the last quarterly 
conference in each conference year. This com
mittee is charged with making suitable ar
rangements to have the missionary cause 
presented annually to the Church and congre
gation and their contributions taken. This is 
a part o f  the pastor’s duty, aided by the com
mittee. Under this arrangement each Church, 
through its pastor or some one o f  its mission
ary committee, sends up its contribution to 
the annual conference, and it is entered to its 
credit; and the missionary treasurer appointed 
at each conference receives these contributions, 
reduces them to form for publication in their

own Minutes and in the general Minutes, and 
remits the amount to the treasury, where it is 
credited to the conferences respectively. And  
all this is done as a matter o f  pastoral duty, 
and without expense to the missionary cause. 
There are no salaried agents employed to col
lect, aud hence no such expenditures as consti
tute the objection we are removing.

The bishops and presiding elders have an 
important part o f the work to do and get no 
pay for it. During the winter the bishops as
sist at missionary meetings under the direction 
o f  the pastors. A t the conferences they draw 
all the drafts for the support o f the domestic 
missions, to the order o f the presiding elders, 
who see that the money is obtained on the 
drafts, and paid quarterly to the missionaries 
within their districts respectively. But they 
have neither commissions nor perquisites for 
this service. I f  is their duty, and they do it 
cheerfully and without reward. The remittan
ces to the foreign missions are made by the 
Corresponding Secretary in letters o f credit 
obtained and furnished, as he may request, by 
the Treasurer. On these transactions the 
Treasurer receives no commission or compen
sation in any form.

From the above remarks the Church may 
see with what economy her missionary affairs 
are administered. W e say confidently that 
our missionary administration has no parallel 
as it regards economy, and its fidelity and 
credit are unsurpassed. Its present matured 
and established condition is the work o f the 
best minds and hearts in the Church through a 
period o f nearly half a century ; and it ought 
not be unsettled by any innovations, but cher
ished in its legitimate outgrowth, and thus ob
tain greater and more varied results.

E X P E R I E N C E  O F  A  M I S S I O N 
A R Y  C O L L E C T O R .

The following truthful experience o f a young 
missionary collector we copy from the West
ern Christian Advocate. Our heart beat 
quicker and warmer several times while read
ing it.

My first experience in collecting money for 
foreign missions !

The name that headed my list was “  Mrs. 
John W ylie.”  As I ran up the granite steps 
that lead to her beautiful home, I pleased my
self with the thought that here I should receive 
a large sum, perhaps twenty or even thirty 
dollars, for the W ylies are one o f the wealth
iest families in Brookfield.

I was obliged to wait in the drawing-room a 
full half hour for the lady to appear, but the 
time passed quickly enough, as I had an oppor
tunity to study the fine paintings that adorn 
the walls. A t length Mrs. W ylie came down 
with a slight apology for having detained me 
so lon g ; and here I must confess that, as I 
observed her elegant dress, so admirably cor
responding with the furniture and adornments 
o f her drawing-room, I was, for a moment, so 
foolish and wicked as to wish that my lot in 
life was like hers— that my home was as lux-
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uriojs, and that I might dress as my fancy 
dictated, without being compelled to count 
every dollar.

I made known my errand without hesitation, 
and waited a moment for the response o f which 
I felt so confident. But it came not.

“  I never contribute to missions,”  said Mrs. 
W ylie  coldly. “ I do not approve o f giving 
money to go no one knows whither. I believe 
Mr. W ylie gives a trifle; you must go to him, 
Miss Allison.”

How she chilled me to the very heart! I 
had not a single word to say, nor one argu
ment to offer in behalf o f the poor heathen; 
but with a silent bow I left her, and went out 
in God’s sunlight, thanking him that he had 
withheld riches from me if their possession 
would make me selfish or proud.

My next stopping-place was at Mrs. A lm y’s. 
I found her in her nursery surrounded by her 
children ; there are five o f them, including the 
baby, who was laughing and crowing in her 
arms.

“  I had Helen show you up here,”  she said 
pleasantly, “ because I guessed your errand. 
Sit down, please, and my little folks shall 
bring their mites.”

In a moment there was a pattering o f busy 
feet across the carpet, and presently four small 
boxes were brought, and their contents emp
tied one by one into mamma’s lap. She 
counted it over with five pair o f bright eyes 
fixed on her smiling face.

“ Fifty cents from Charley; sixty-two from 
Lucy ; thirty-seven from Ruth; and twenty- 
six from Robert; making in all just one dol
lar and seventy-five cents.”

Here the baby, attracted by the bits o f 
shining silver, stretched out his little dimpled 
hands to grasp them, whereupon Ruth said it 
was because he wanted to send some money 
as well as the rest.

“ And so he shall,”  said Mrs. Almv, draw
ing out her purse and unclasping it. “  Bennie 
shall give this pretty new dime with his own 
little fingers.”

The children shouted in concert as he drop
ped it in his mother’s lap and then looked up 
in her face with a pleased smile.

“  Mr. A lm y left ten dollars for you when 
he went to the store this morning,”  said Mrs. 
Almy, after the little people were quiet; “ and 
here are my two, which I wish were ten times 
as much. I do love the cause o f missions, and 
try to ¿each my boys and girls to love it too.” 

The only way, Miss Carrie, to make gen
erous and liberal men and women is to bring 
up children to habits o f  generosity and libe
rality j if they learn Jo deny themselves in 
youth they will do it when they are older, in
stead of being satisfied with giving a dollar or 
two which they might not even miss.”

Mrs. F., the next in order on my list, is 
a wealthy widow with one daughter.

“  Certainly, I will give something,”  she 
said, in answer to my request. t;I never re
fuse any b od y ; people always think you are 
so mean if  you do. What is my proportion, 
Miss Allison?”

“  1 cannot tell, Mrs, F. Every one gives 
as they feel it to be proper, and as they are 
inclined,”  I replied.

“  Well, I am willing to do my share,”  she 
said, drawing'out her purse, “  You may put 
down my name for a dollar.” I did so, and 
left her, well satisfied with her liberality.

My next call was at Mrs. Henry’s door, and 
here I was met with an argument against mis
sions which 1 had never thought o f before.

“ It is all folly,”  she said, “  to give to this 
object. You have to give fifty dollars in order 
to get one to the heathen; it has to pass 
through so many hands before they reap any

benefit; and then look at the long string o f 
> salaried officers that pretend to transact the 

business ! No, no, I don’t want anything to 
do with such complicated machinery !”

Now, I very well knew that this was an ex
cuse made to quiet the qualms o f conscience, 
and I was sure it was anything but valid; yet 
I could not answer it, and I began to wish that 
Mr. Hope had not asked me to be one o f the 
collectors. I felt utterly discouraged, and was 
tempted to go directly to the parsonage and 
tell him that I was unfit for the office ; but at 
that moment a text o f Scripture came to my 
mind which I could not but apply to myself. 
It was this: “  N o man having put his hand to 
the plow, and looking back, is fit for the king
dom o f God.”  Surely I was unworthy to name 
the name o f  Christ if  I could not perform a 
service for him that required some patience 
and self-denial on my part!

After dinner I again set forth with fresh 
courage, for mother had comforted me by her 
sympathy and gentle words.

From two o ’clock till five I was busy mak
ing ten calls and receiving fifteen dollars; but 
I will not give an account o f them all, for some 
were too disagreeable to recall. I want to 
forget them as soon as possible.

Mrs. Shelby gave fifty cents, and hoped the 
money would be well appropriated; Mrs, 
Ripley had just purchased new carpets for her 
parlors, and her spring dresses, and "had not a 
cent l e f t M r s .  Yates was ready with two 
dollars and a pleasant smile; Mrs. St. Clair, 
the widow o f a former pastor, gave ten dollars ; 
the doctor’s wife contributed fifty cents, and 
“ hoped it might do good to somebody Mrs. 
Porter gave a dollar; and after her I came to 
the last name on my list for that day— Phebe 
Beach.

Phebe is a poor colored woman, and lives 
by herself in a very small room but a few rods 
from the church. She has a few kind friends 
who delight to supply her wants, and who take 
turns, a week each, in so doing.

As I entered her humble abode, Phebe was 
just eating her frugal supper o f bread and 
cheese.

“ How do you get on with your work, Miss 
Carrie'?”  she asked with interest as I took a 
seat by the window ; “ your mothef told me 
that you were going to help collect the mis
sionary money this week.”

“ Yes; I have been quite successful, I sup
pose ; this is my first day, and I have already 
received about thirty-two dollars.”

“ Now that’s good.V' cried Phebe, a bright 
smile beaming on her dark face. “  I’m glad 
the dear Lord has opened the hearts o f his chil
dren ; my .mite wont make your purse much 
heavier, but I’m glad you called for i t ; I 
don’t like to be passed by.” She arose from 
her seat as she spoke, and with feeble steps J 
tottered across the room to a table drawer, 
from which she took an old stocking foot.

“  Aint it a queer pocket-book, Miss Carrie?”  
she said, laughing heartily. “  Well, it’s good 
enough for such a poor old critter as I b e ; least 
ways it’ll hold all my money I shall ever have 1 
to put in i t !”  Then she gave me her “  mite,”  ; 
six half dimes done up in a bit o f  white paper, j 

“ 0  Phebe,”  I said, “ isn’t it more than j 
you can afford ?”  ^

What a look o f  reproach she cast upon my 
face as with tearful eyes she said, “ Now don’t 1 
ye, miss, don’t ye say such a thing as that; ’ 
it’s only a drop in the bucket, but it does my , 
heart good to give it. Only think what the 
dear Lord did for me!  O ! I hope he will 1 
bless my offering; I’ ve prayed over it mor’n t 
once, and I know he’s heard me. I wish I 
could give more.”

“ Your prayers are worth more than all the t

money I have taken to-day,”  thought I as I 
bade her good-by, and walked slowly home
ward.

Poor P hebe! yes, poor in this world’s 
riches, but what an inheritance is laid up for 
thee in heaven; how rich shall be thy crown 
in the day when the Lord maketh up his 
jewels !— Carrie Allison.

JUVENILE MISSIONARY SOCI
ETIES.

How t o  O r g a n i z e  t h e m .— Is anything 
easier than for the officers and teachers to elect 
the pastor president, the superintendent, or 
some other person, vice-president, another for 
treasurer, and another for secretary ? A ll the 
officers and teachers, male and female, áre 
managers. Each class is a missionary society 
with an appropriate name, and every member 
a collector, with a book or card properly sign
ed to show that they are authorized. When 
the monthly meeting occurs, and the name of 
a society is called, its representative walks for
ward with the amount o f their collection in a 
box or neat envelope, with the amount marked 
upon it, and places it upon the table o f the 
treasurer, who enters the amount received in 
his book opposite the name o f the society, de
positing the money in his box. The money 
all in, another verse or two to be sung, and 
then the presiding officer introduces the speak
ers. After each speech sing a verse or two, 
always to be lively and spiritual. A  collec
tion is generally taken from the audience at 
the conclusion. At some stage o f  the meeting 
it is well to state the amount collected for the 
month. Dismiss with the benediction from 
the pastor.

W h e r e  w i l l  t h e  C h il d r e n  g e t  t h e  
M o n e y  f r o m  ?— They may probably get one 
cent a week from their parents, as much from 
some relatives or friends or neighbors; but it 
is not well for them to ask o f the members o f 
the congregation or strangers indiscriminately, 
and on the Sabbath in or about the church. 
Teachers and parents will advise on these 
matters.

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g .— Let the youth have the 
afternoon o f the missionary day, and too much 
pains cannot be taken to secure for them inter
esting and instructive speakers. No man is 
too eminent for such a service.

S h a l l  w e  g i v e  C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  M e m b e r 
s h i p  ?— Use your own discretion in this mat
ter ; for every three dollars you give to the 
treasurer o f  the parent society you will be 
furnished wjth an elegantly, engraved certifi
cate, which you may give to such as you see 
good.

C o l l e c t o r s ’  B o o k s  a n d  C a r d s  can be had 
gratuitously o f Carlton & Porter, Poe & Hitch
cock, or W . M. Doughty.

A F R I C A .
B is h o p  B u r n s  writes: “  I am pained to in

form you o f  the death o f one more o f our 
preachers, Samuel F. Williams, who ¡sunk to 
his grave with consumption. Brother W il
liams was a young man o f some promise, 
humble, and good, and growing. It is dis
tressing to see our ranks are thus thinning, 
without such a prospect as we could desire o f 
witnessing a filling o f the vacancies. I know 
not what to do. I do trust in God, but ‘ hope 
deferred maketh the heart sick ’ after all.”

M rs. W il k in s .— This name, embalméd in 
the hearts o f our missionary friends, continues
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to be named in Africa with delight. W e 
quote a passage from a letter just received 
from Africa : “  I have heard o f a country
woman, living in a pretty large town o f na
tives in the interior, who has been teaching 

•school, and has taught many o f the natives to 
read the Bible. She had herself been taught 
when a child by dear Sister Wilkins. As 
soon as thè rainy season is over I hope to go 
and see her and encourage her to go on. It is 
a great encouragement to me to meet with or 
hear of, as I do, many o f those dear girls with 
whom she labored and prayed ; and while with 
many this labor was thought all in vain, after
ward the seed sprang up, and those same 
pupils are going forth as sowers in turn o f 
the ‘ good seed’ among their people, the 
natives.”

A f r i c a n  B o y s  h e l p i n g  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y .—  

A  missionary on the West Coast o f Africa 
thus describes a preaching tour he took with 
some negro boys, who acted both as his car
riers and interpreters.

“  I began my journey,”  he says, “ early in 
the morning, with a few o f our native Christian 

" boys, who carried our provisions and otfyer 
necessaries. As it was still dark we took two- 
lighted torches with us, which not only showed 
us the way, but kept off the wild beasts, which 
are always afraid o f fire. W e passed through 
a village which had been a large town, but 
war and sickness had destroyed the people, and 
noW it contained only three or four huts. J 
preached the Gospel to the few villagers we 
saw, and told them about the great salvation ; 
but as I could not speak their language well, 
one o f the boys translated what I said to the 
people, and he did it nobly, with a fine clear 

I voice and good intonation. But the people an
swered that they had no need o f any repentance 
as they had not committed any sin. I tried 
to arouse their consciences to a sense o f their 
sad state, but at that time I could not stay to 
do more.

“  In another village I found many people 
sitting, a few o f whom invited me in a friendly 
manner to come and join them. This gave me 
an opportunity to converse with them, through 
my boys, on the glorious work o f redemption. 
They auswered, however, that God had given 
Jesus to the white men, but to the negroes he 
had given fetisch, (that is, dependence upon 
charms.) This is a folly we often hear. I 
then sought to show them that there was one 
God who was almighty, holy, and true, and 
who had forbidden all men to make the like
ness o f anything, as an idol, to bow down to 
worship it. At first they listened with great 
attention, but at length began to call for bran
dy. I told them I had none to give, and 
if I had I would not let them drink it. I 
asked them for their children to instruct them, 
but only one o f the men promised to send his 
boys. At length, to finish the sitting, I gave 
out a few verses o f a hymn in their language, 
which my boys sang so sweetly that the whole 
people were mightily moved. With such 
boys well instructed any missionary might go ’ 
through whole villages in this part o f Africa 
and do much good. They are very apt in the 
languages and dialects which the people under
stand. Thus, out o f the mouths o f babes and 
sucklings in Africa God hath begun to perfect 
his praise.— London Juv. Miss. Mag.

C H I N A .
W e have letters from our mission in Fuh- 

chau up to December 6. A ll the members o f 
the mission are in good health, and what is more, 
they are seeing the pleasure o f the Lord pros
per in their hands. See the following letter 
from Rev. O. Gibson:

On Saturday, November 30, 1861, two boys 
finished their term o f five years in the mission 
boarding-school. The' school was opened only 
five years ago, and these two boys have been 
scholars from its beginning. The other two 
boys who made up the class o f four, with 
which the school was commenced, were dis
missed long ago, one for stupidity, the other 
for bad conduct. But these two, Ing Kuang 
and Ing Sing, have always been obedient and 
studious scholars. Ing Kuang took upon him
self the vows o f our holy Christianity more 
than two years ago, and Ing Sing was received 
into the Church in the summer o f 1860. They 
both have maintained a good Christian charac
ter ever since, and have finished their term in 
the school, enjoying the confidence and follow
ed by the prayers o f the entire mission. Their 
education, though limited, still is all that could 
be expected in five years from boys who did 
not know a character when they entered the 
school. Their knowledge o f the Bible would 
be quite creditable to many a lad o f  the same 
age in Christian America; especially may this 
be said with regard to the Gospels, Acts o f 
the Apostles, and the historical parts of the Old 
Testament.

Doubtless it will be gratifying to the friends 
at home, as it is encouraging to us, to know 
that both these young men have at once enter
ed the service o f the mission as helpers, and 
are also pursuing their biblical studies under 
the instructions o f  one o f the mission. W e 
have great hopes that God will call these 
young Christians to the work o f the ministry.

Ing Kuang is twenty-one years old, has a 
good address, great use o f  language, and is 
often truly eloquent as an exhorter.

Ing Sing is eighteen years o f age, though 
less fluent o f  speech, and is sometimes a little 
embarrassed ; still he has a very good deliv
ery, a manly figure and bearing, good judg
ment, strong resolution, and they both seem 
to believe what they say when they tell their 
countrymen that Jesus is the Saviour, the only 
Saviour o f sinful mortals. I confess to shed
ding tears o f joy  and gratitude as I saw these 
lads, the first fruits o f the school, entering 
upon the stage o f active life, bearing such good 
characters, and promising so fair for useful
ness to the Church and the world.

One circumstance which added greatly to 
our interest in the school at this pai*ticular 
time, is the fact that up to the time Ing Kuang 
and Ing Sing left the school they were the only 
scholars who had been baptized and received 
into the Church.

Four other boys have been serious inquirers 
for a long time, and I trust they have all met 
with a change o f heart. These four boys 
asked ibr baptism and admission into the 
Church, and with thankful souls and encour
aged hearts we baptized them on Sunday, De
cember 1, the day after Ing Kuang and Ing 
Sing graduated.

Sister J., o f New York city, will rejoice to 
know that George Rowland Howe is one o f 
the four who have lately been received into 
the communion o f  the Church. It was on this 
baptismal occasion that Father Sien Me got 
up in class-meeting, and, with trembling voice 
and streaming eyes, thanked God for the mis- 
sion-school. His son was one o f the four who 
that day joined the Church.

Father “  Sien Me ”  said he wanted I should 
write a letter to the good brethren and sisters 
away over the big waters and tell them about 
the boys who had finished their term in the 
school, and who could now help in preaehing 
Christ. Tell them too, he said, about these 
four who love the Saviour, and have to-day 
been baptized. Thank them for the money 
they have sent. Thank them, and thank them 
again, and tell them we love them ; but, added 
he, what we want most o f all that they should 
do for us is to pray for us, and tell them we 
need their prayers every day. Ask them to 
pray for these two young men ; ask them to 
pray for these four lads. Ask them to pray 
for the naughty boys in the school.

W e want “ Neng Sien”  converted, ( “ Neng 
Sien ”  is Samuel Ayres Judson;) we want 
them all converted. Tell them we love them, 
and thank them for sending the nfiissionaries to 
tell us about Christ; and tell them we hope 
to meet them all in heaven. It would have 
been a joy  to many a friend o f missions to 
have heard this illiterate but redeemed soul 
speak o f the love o f Christ and o f Christian 
fellowship. I have only to add my hearty 
amen to Father Sien Me’s ”  request, “ Pray 
for us.”

I N D I A .
M a r r i a g e .— In our India Mission, Decem

ber 16, 1861, at the Mission House, Bareilly, 
India, by Rev. W . Butler, D . D., assisted by 
Rev. J. W . Waugh, Rev. J. M. Thoburn, o f 
the India Mission, to Mrs. Miuerva R. Downey.

L e t t e r  f r o m  D r . B u t l e r .

The following letter will not only endear 
Dr. Butler to the Church at home, but will in
crease her confidence and interest in the bless
ed work in India, in which he is encased.7 D O

B a e e i l ly ,  India, December 17, lSijl.
To the Corresponding Secretary :

D e a r  B r o t h e r ,— I acknowledge the receipt 
o f your favor o f October 1st, inclosing the 
Minute o f the Board o f Managers in regard to 
my bereavement. I beg you to tender them, 
and to receive yourself, my very sincere thanks 
for your hearty sympathy.

God has indeed seen fit to act differently to 
the hopes which I cherished for dear Willie. 
But when we laid him and his little brother on 
“ the altar”  for India’s sake I felt that this 
hour might come, that I might see him no 
more on earth; and so it has proved. How
ever, I reserved nothing from God in surren
dering my dear boy on that occasion. I gave 
him to God absolutely ; yet I cherished a se
cret hope that he might live and be converted, 
and that the Lord would call him to the holy 
ministry, and that he would yet come to me to 
help me work in India. This was my highest 
wish for him ; and I would rather have seen 
him a humble missionary o f  the cross than in 
any other position on earth, however high or 
influential.

God knew these feelings were in my heart, 
and doubtless he accepted them, though he did 
not see fit to . gratify them. W hy should I 
arraign his procedure ? He knew what was 
best for the lad and has acted accordingly;
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yet nature yearns thus to have to give him up, 
and I need not conceal from you that I feel 
greatly cast down; my soul seems overwhelm
ed at the thought that I shall see my bright 
boy no more. Two graves in one quarter o f 
a year, for him and his youngest brother, seem 
so many ! But still my duty is to say' and I 
am trying hard to say it and to feel as did 
Willie’s own dear mother when, in failing 
health, and the prospect o f  soon having to give 
up her husband and this very boy, she used to 
sing with so much emotion :

“  I f  thou shonldst call me to resign 
What most I prize, it ne’er was m ine;
I only yield thee what is thine :
Thy will, my God, thy will be d on e!”

Religion was designed to meet an hour like 
this, and if trials abound so do the divine con
solations. But my mission is no less dear to 
me because I have suffered somewhat for its 
sake. My heart is steadfast to serve God in 
the Gospel o f his Son so long as he grants me 
life. I should be ashamed o f myself before 
God and the Church if anjT o f these things 
moved me from my duty. Surely their effect 
will be the very reverse o f this.

For what “ hope”  there was in W illie’s 
death we are so grateful. It seems to us, 
from what we know o f his character and his 
views o f God and eternity, that he could not 
have faced death as he did if God had not 
heard prayer and changed his heart.

May the Lord watch over poor little Johnny 
in his loneliness, and be to him a friend and a 
father !

But excuse all this. W e are hourly ex
pecting the announcement o f the vessel which 
bears our new brethren and their wives to us. 
1 have just returned home, having nearly fin
ished my second round o f visits to our mis
sions, and am grateful to say that all is well 
through our entire work. Our brethren and 
sisters K dwell together in unity,”  and God is 
blessing their labors. What cause for grati
tude is there in the increasing efficiency o f this 
extensive mission. I bless God that I have 
lived to see this day. 0  pray for us. W e are 
praying for you, for our country, and Church, 
and Missionary Society. Ever yours,

W . B u t l e r .

DENMARK AND NORW AY.
C o p e n h a g e n , Denmark, 1862.

To the CwTespondivg Secretary:

D e a r  B r o t h e r ,— During the year that is 
past and gone 1 can say, to the glory o f God, 
that the missions confided to our care have had 
prosperous seasons o f refreshing from on high. 
Our great and glorious cause has gained 
ground in every place, and everywhere where 
we have had opportunity to labor we have 
been mercifully permitted to see precious fruit: 
sinners have been happily converted and joined 
our Church, and we are continually being called 
to new places. The work is increasing on 
every side, and never was there a greater need 
o f means and men to carry out this blessed

work than now. The Lord in his mercy is 
raising up the men, and we are encouraged to 
hope that his Church will provide the means. 
Our influence is extending, and wherever our 
doctrines are clearly and plainly taught they 
are gaining the respect and confidence o f the 
people. M y soul inclines to say, “ Glory to 
God in the highest,”  for surely the work is the 
Lord’s, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

There are several important places which we 
have not yet been able to visit for want o f 
men ; but I hope that the time will soon come 
when we shall be able to carry the glad tidings 
o f salvation also there. W e hope and pray 
that the Church may soon be able to appro
priate the necessary means, so that we can oc
cupy those places where the hunger after the 
bread o f life is so great.

W e have had invitations from some o f these 
places time and again ; but to go there once or 
twice does not do any lasting good, therefore 
we have generally declined, in the hope soon 
to be able to send them a regular missionary. 
May the Lord hasten the day.

N o r w a y .— With regard to the missions in 
Norway, I am happy to be able to say that I 
have had good news from all the missionaries 
since my last quarterly round ; but as what 
they write is all of the same general tenor with 
my last communication to you, namely, that 
the Lord is adding daily to the number o f be
lievers in the mission, I send you this time no 
extracts o f their letters.

W e praise God for being able to say that 
in every place, in every mission, they have 
been favored with merciful manifestations of 
the divine presence, and a great work is spread 
before us. Consider it from all sides, and you 
will find that the work in Scandinavia is in 
every respect one o f the most promising and 
fruitful. In looking back therefore to the past, 
I l’eel thankful to God for this undeserved 
mercy toward us in the year that is just closed, 
and grateful to the Church for her aid and 
prayers. W e enter cheerfully upon the duties 
and trials o f another year, confident that the 
Lord will own his own cause in the conversion 
o f many precious souls, and that the Church 
will continue to aid us both by her prayers and 
her substance. C. W i l l e r u p .

S W E D E N .

C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o m e s , M is s io n  S c h o o l s , and 
a M is s io n  S h i p  are among the fruits o f the 
gracious revival o f  late years in Sweden. No 
fewer than twelve children’s homes exist, 
where the bodies and minds and moral natures 
o f the poor and needy children are provided 
for. The most o f these had existed for a num
ber o f years, but at this present writing there 
are some twenty or thirty. Hitherto Chris
tian charity has provided for them, partly 
through donations, and partly through work 
which, sold by auction, has realized some hund
reds o f rix dollars. The Bethel Ship (New 
York) sent a donation to one in Stockholm.

Mission Schools.— To provide superintend
ents and teachers for the Homes a mission and 
normal school is proposed to be added to it. 
Many young men who last year attended the 
mission school, to the number o f sixty, had to 
be supported as well as taught; and God sent 
the ample supply in ways that to a great ex
tent are still concealed.

Mission Ship.—Another enterprise which 
has commanded much sympathy is the Mis
sion Ship Hiram, which was built in Osearshaon 
in the year 1858. Unfavorable circumstances 
having hitherto prevented the fulfilling o f the 
object contemplated by it, and because there 
are not yet so many Swedish missionaries in 
foreign ports as to require the services o f this 
ship, it is proposed to offer it for the service 
o f the Norwegian Mission, which has felt the 
need o f one.— Correspondence o f  News o f  the 
Churches.

G E R M A N Y .
P a s t o r  H a r m s , the most remarkable mis

sionary man o f this day, we believe, has the 
following record o f  himself and his work in 
the Methodist-.

The celebrated Missionary Society o f Her- 
mannsburg, a little town in Germany, which is 
devoting all its means and energies to the 
propagation o f the Gospel in heathen lands, is 
still prosperously progressing and widening its 
influence. The society now counts in Southern 
Africa eighteen stations, all o f  which contain a 
number o f Christian colonists, who went out 
with the missionaries, in order to lay the more 
permanently the foundation o f new Christian 
communities. The mission ship of the society 
is now making, for the fourth time, the voyage 
to the African missions; and the missionary 
journal published by the founder o f the socie
ty, Pastor Harms, is appearing in both a 
Danish and a Swedish translation.

L. N i p p e r t  writes from Basle, Switzerland, 
to the Corresponding Secretary :

Our wTork in Basle and vicinity is still pros
pering, although we have to contend with 
manifold opposition. In the city the number 
o f our members in society is increasing; 
prayer, and class-meetings, as well as the pub
lic services, are attended well, and greatly 
blessed. W e look forward with-great joy to 
the time when we may occupy our new chapel, 
which will be completed next October. It will 
be a practicable, plain building, and yet an or
nament to that part o f the city where it is 
erected, and may even be seen from a distance. 
W e feel very grateful to the Board for giving 
us the necessary help that we may soon have 
our own house o f worship, and then carry on 
the mission with less expense. Dear doctor, 
we would be very happy to see you with us at 
conference and the dedication o f the chapel; at 
least we hope one day to see you in Germany. 
The visit o f Bishop Janes has been a blessing 
to us all, and if it were possible we would re
joice to see one o f our superintendents with us 
annually.

A U S T R I A .
According to official reports o f 1856, the 

whole Austrian empire had 36,398,354 inhab
itants. They are composed o f four groups o f 
nationalities. The first o f those groups is the 
Germans : they number 7,870,719, and inhabit 
the archdukedom o f Austria, the dukedom of 
Salzburg, a part o f  the dukedom o f Styria, the 
greatest part o f the dukedom o f  Carinthia, a 
small part o f  the dukedom o f Krain; the 
greatest part o f the princely county o f Tyrol, 
the southern and northern part o f the kingdom 
o f Bohemia, a small part pf the margravedom 
of Moravia, the greatest part o f the dukedom
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o f Silesia, some small parts o f  the kingdom o f 

'Hungary, o f  the grand dukedom o f Transyl
vania and o f  the Temeser Banat. Besides, 
they occupy many towns and small spots in 
the kingdom o f Galicia and in the “  military 
frontier.”  The second group consists o f the 
Sclaves or Slavonian tribes. They are the 
most numerous, as they count not less than 
14,802,751. The Austrian empire therefore is 
rather a Slavonian than a German state. The 
number o f Slavonian tribes is nine, and they 
all speak different languages; so much so that, 
when they had a convention in Prague in 1848 
they were compelled to use the German lan
guage because they could not understand each 
other in their mother tongues. Those nine 
tribes are named : Poles, Moravians, Czechs, 
Slovakes, Ruthenes, Slovenes, Croats, Serbes. 
and Bulgares. In general their settlements are 
in Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, Galicia, Hun
gary, Carinthia, Styria, Ivrain, Goiz, Gradiska-, 
Istria, Bukowina, Dalmatia, Croatia, Slavonia, 
Serbia, and the military frontier. The third 
group are the Romanic tribes. There are six 
o f  them, and they count altogether 8,051,906 
inhabitants. The most numerous are the Ital
ians, inhabiting the kingdoms o f Lombardy 
and o f Venice, a part o f  Tyrol and a part o f 
the Istrian coast; then the Moldavians and the 
Wallachians, inhabiting the greatest part o f 
Transylvania, a part o f Hungary, o f the Te
meser Banat and o f the military frontier; 
then the Triauls, the Ladines, the Albanese 
and the Zinzares. The fourth group is called 
by the official report the Asiatic, and consists, 
according to the same, o f Magyars, Arme
nians, Bohemians, and Jews, numbering alto
gether 5,672,948, o f which number the 
Magyars alone count 4,866,556. The Mag
yars inhabit the greatest part o f  Hungary, a 
part o f Transylvania and o f the Temeser Ba
nat. Jews and Bohemians are settled in all 
parts o f the empire, but most o f  the Jews live 
in Hungary and Galicia.

More than twenty dialects are spoken by the 
people o f Austria. German is the official lan
guage. According to a classification made in 
1846, 15,282,196, or 40 2-3 per cent, o f  in
habitants belonged to the Slavic race. The 
Germans numbered 7,917,195, or 21 per cent. 
The Roman race numbered 8,102,468, or 22 
1-2 per cent. The Magyars, 5,418,773, or not 
quite 15 per cent.; the remaining two per 
cent, consisted o f 600,000 Jews, 12,000 Arme
nians, 18,000 Greeks, and 100,000 Gipsies. 
Three-fourths o f the entire population profess 
the Roman Catholic religion. The members 
o f the Greek Church are estimated at 6,500,000. 
The Reformed Protestant Church has 2,280,- 
000. The Lutheran Church, 1,270,000. The 
Unitarian, 46,000.

I N D I A N  M I S S I O N S .
R e v . D r. E l l io t t , and others best entitled 

to know whereof they write and speak, protest 
against the following propositions to remove 
the Indians to a national domain :

Resolved, That for their use we would recom
mend the country lying south o f Kansas, 
known as the Indian Territory, be set apart as 
a national dominion for the Indians, and that 
each o f the partially civilized tribes now in 
Kansas, Nebraska, or other state or territory, 
be allotted a tract o f land in said domain, in 
size proportioned to numbers in the tribe, and 
the said tract be designated a county, after the 
name o f the tribe inhabiting it.

Resolved, That the government should take 
measures through its agents to induce a com
plete confederation o f said tribes into a nation,

to remain perpetually under its protection, and 
to be represented in the Congress o f  the Unit
ed States by delegates, after the manner o f 
other territories, etc.

These resolutions in relation to the Indians 
in Kansas have elicited the following remarks 
from Dr. Elliott and from his fair correspond
ent. W e can give place to but a part o f 
them:

The Wyandotte Indians were driven away 
from Ohio when they were considerably civil
ized and Christianized, and had a church, and 
schools, and the other appendages o f  civilized 
life. But they were driven away, it is true, by 
law or administration, at the instigation o f 
their less civilized and less Christianized white 
neighbors, that they might have their land, and 
now it seems they are to be again driven from 
Kansas, where they have partly recovered 
from the disadvantages o f  a new country. W e 
were once their missionary in Ohio. W e vis
ited them a year since, and spent a few days 
with them, as with old friends. Mrs. Arm
strong is the daughter of the late Rev. Russell 
Bigelow, o f  the Ohio Conference, second to no 
one, as a man and minister, in talents, devotion, 
and as a true citizen. W e protest, in the 
name o f God and humanity, against this bar
barous course o f throwing this noble people 
into a new state o f degradation.

Now it is well known to you that this plan, 
with some little difference, but having the same 
end in view, has already been tried. It was 
worse than a failure. I object to this plan for 
several reasons.

First. The removing the Indians from the 
vicinity o f white people is in effect saving to 
them, “  You are not good enough to remain 
in the same neighborhood and associate with 
us, and therefore you must be colonized in a 
body by yourselves.”

The Indians are observing, sensitive, and 
proud, and have been retarded in civilization, 
and prejudiced against Christianity, by this 
feeling against them manifested in the past by 
the government in removing them from the 
society o f the cultivated white man in the old 
settled states to the frontier, to be subjected 
to the contaminating influences o f border ruf
fians, who in many cases were outlaws from 
civilized society, and by the treatment they 
have received at the hands o f many govern
ment agents and some missionaries. Yes! 
even the professed missionary o f the God who 
“ is no respecter o f persons ”  has sometimes 
shown such a disregard o f the feelings o f the 
Indians as to debar him from doing them any 
good, and has left his work exclaiming, “ Ah!  
an Indian will be an Indian ; you can’t civilize 
him, it is not in him.”

One instance o f  this want o f sympathy for 
the Indian will suffice for the present. A t a 
mission school established professedly for the 
benefit o f  several Indian nations, were placed 
several children from, a nation residing some 
thirty miles away from the mission. One o f 
these children sickened and, after lingering 
some two or three weeks, died. It was hur
ried into the ground and no more said. It 
was nothing but an Indian child. Two or 
three weeks after its father came to visit it, 
and what was his surprise, and indignation, 
and grief to find that it was dead and buried. 
The disease o f which the child died wa& not 
contagious; the weather was cool, and the mis
sion was well supplied with facilities for con
veying the intelligence o f the illness or death 
of the child to its parents, but it was not done; 
it being an Indian child it was not worth while. 
Not so thought the people o f the nation to

whom the child belonged. They sent and took 
every one o f their children from the mission !

Second. I object to this proposition o f Mr. 
Wattles, because if Indians are thrown together 
speaking Indian languages they will not learn 
English. It has been said that as their lan
guages are so dissimilar, and a few in every 
nation speak English to some extent, that they 
will necessarily learn English, and make that 
their common language. But the experiment 
has been tried without success in the large 
mission school. There children from different 
nations were brought together, with teachers, 
governesses or matrons, missionaries, and hired 
men and women, to do the work on the farm 
or in the kitchen, all speaking English, and 
though the Indian children did learn some En
glish, yet they learned more Indian, and that 
o f the language most prevalently spoken.

A  Wyandot youth, who has been kept at the 
Friends’ Shawnee Mission, (a very good mis
sion,) when he went there spoke good W y
andot and imperfect English. Now he has 
forgotten Wyandot, speaks good Shawnee, and 
his English is not improved. I know of in
stances o f children who spoke no language but 
the English when they commenced attending 
the mission schools who learned Indian at the 
schools ; and o f one white girl in particular 
who, now that she is a woman, speaks very 
imperfect English and very good Wyandot, 
which she learned at school.

Third. I object to this removal o f the In
dians into the Indian Territory because they 
will thereby be brought into close proximity 
with slavery, the Southern Indians being slave
holders. W e all know how demoralizing 
slavery is to the white man. I have been 
told by missionaries who have resided with 
the Indians where it is general, that it is still 
more injurious to them. It is not laziness but 
pride which keeps the Indian from work, and 
place him where it is done by the negro he 
will never learn to work, and therefore will 
never be civilized.

Fourth. I object to this plan because it will 
be removing the Indian from the civilizing in
fluences o f the refined and cultivated society 
which is now taking the place o f the outlaws 
and savages which were on the frontier when 
they were removed from their homes in the 
older states to this country.

The Power o f  Example.— There is no moral 
power for good or evil equal to association and 
example. “  Example is better than precept,”  
the old adage has it, so remove the Indian from 
the neighborhood o f the white man, who is 
getting comfortably and neatly fixed in his 
own home, with a neat church and school- 
house convenient to him, with all the appli
ances o f civilized life ; and surround him with 
semi-civilized neighbors wrho have not yet 
learned the domestic economy o f the white 
man, and he will not progress in the arts o f  
civilized life as he would have done had he re
mained by the side o f his old white neighbor ; 
when, by witnessing the exertions o f his neigh
bor to have a good, well-stocked farm, etc., he 
would have been incited to the like exertions 
with like ends in view.

Aptness o f  Indian Youth.— For the same 
reason I would have the Indian children kept 
in the same neighborhood, and sent to the same 
s c h o o l  a s  white children. I know that Indian 
children have too much pride to lag behind 
white children in their studies, and that as soon ’ 
as they can understand English, which they 
will learn more rapidly by associating with 
white children than in any other way, they 
will learn the sciences as fast as white chil
dren, and frequently excel them. Some years 
since I took into my family a girl o f more than 
half Indian blood, who was then eight years
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old. She could not speak or understand En
glish. She knew some o f the English alpha
bet by sight, but could not correctly pronounce 
their names. In six months she could speak 
English fluently and read in the Bible. With
in four years she had studied Geography, gone 
through Ray’s first and second Mental Arith
metic, and to Decimal Fractions in the third; 
and what was remarkable, she had assistance 
but once or twice in the latter; she learned 
the rules and needed no explanation. And 
within the same time she studied English 
Grammar, and could parse almost any sen
tence in the language. Had the Missionary 
Society sent out as many Wyandot girls into 
Christian white families as it did boys in 1826 
and the three or four following years, much 
more good might have resulted from the en
terprise.

But this is a digression, and as I have al
ready lengthened my remarks beyond my in
tention I will stop for this time, asking 
permission to take up the subject in a future 
number o f your paper, unless some less ob
scure and more influential writer will so inter
est the public mind on this subject as to render 
my efforts unnecessary.

L u c y  B. A r m s t r o n g .
Wyandot, Kansas, Jan. 22, 1862.

R e v . A .  T o r r y ’ s A u t o b i o g r a p h y  c o n t in 
u e d .— Perhaps we cannot better illustrate the 
wonderful change which the Gospel produced 
among the Indians than by relating a brief ad
dress o f an Indian youth to the whites at a 
missionary meeting, page 149: “ You white 
people have the Gospel a great many years. 
You have the Bible too; suppose you some
times read it; but you very wicked; you get 
drunk ; you tell lies; you break the Sabbath.”  
Then pointing to his brethren, he added : “  But 
these Indians, they hear the word only a little 
while; they cannot read the Bible, but they 
become good right away ; they no more get 
drunk, no more tell lies ; they keep the Sab
bath day. To us Indians it seems very strange 
that you have the missionary so many years 
and you so many rogues yet. The Indians 
hear the missionary only a little while, and we 
all turn Christians.”

W e will relate one more incident as illus
trative o f the effects o f Methodist preaching 
upon the natives. “ The Mohawk chief Thom
as Davis, after joining our Church, discontin
ued his attendance at the Mohawk Castle. 
Soon after he was visited by an English 
bishop, who was on his annual tour through 
the Canadas, and their intercourse was rather 
amusing. The bishop inquired o f the old 
chief why he had left their Church and joined 
the Methodist. The old chief replied : ‘ Bish- 
°p, you know your ministers preached to In
dians forty years; no see at a ll; all dark ; no 
feel any good ; all drink fire-water, get drunk, 
all bad. But the Methodist minister come 
preach to Indian ; he feel sorry, then glad. 
He put away all the fire-waters ; begin to 
pray, be sober, work, have plenty to eat, all 
very happy. What you think o f the Method
ist religion, bishop?’ The bishop sat listening 
attentively to him till he finished ; then, with 
a shake o f his head, replied, ‘ I don't know 
anything about this Methodist religion.’ The 
old chief quickly replied : ‘ You not know any
thing about this Bible religion ! I very sorry.’ 
And then warming up with the subject, gave, 
him such an exhortation, that the bishop was 
glad to bid him good day at the first chance 
he could get.”

The author closes up his book with an inter
esting account o f his recent visit to his old 
fields o f labor, and with a brief report respect
ing the present state and extent o f the. Indian 
mission work. In reading the author’s glow

ing description o f the change that has taken 
place in Canada, where years before he com
menced his missionary labors, we were deeply 
impressed with the idea that truth is indeed 
stranger than fiction. Truly has the desert 
been made to rejoice and blossom as the rose. 
The life o f Father Torry is really that o f a 
hero. The same, or nearly the same, proofs 
o f his call to the ministry appeared on every 
circuit on which he traveled. His efforts were 
crowned with abundant success wherever he 
preached.

As a striking illustration o f  his moral hero
ism, we especially refer the reader to the con
troversy which he held with the Muncies 
relative to preaching the Gospel among them. 
Here, trusting alone in God, he stood up as an 
ambassador o f  Christ with more than sixty 
armed warriors arrayed against him, clamoring 
for his blood. A t length they yielded. The 
humble minister o f the Prince o f peace tri
umphed. This incident, recorded on pages 
115-120, is itself worth the price o f the book.

For the foregoing extracts, etc., we are in
debted to an article of Rev. J. B. Hyde.

L e t t e r  f r o m  C h i n a  to the President c f  the
Sands-street Juvenile and Sunday-School
Missionary Society, and to all other Juvenile
Societies of, the Methodist Episcopal Church :
Your good president made us promise to 

write you from China. W ell, we love to 
speak to you this happy Sabbath evening.

It is now about ten o’clock P. M. here. W e 
have had our morning preaching, our Sunday- 
school at two o’clock P. M. Preaching again 
at four o’clock, and prayer-meeting in the 
evening; and now, after having enjoyed these 
delightful services, I am writing you this Sun
day-school letter. But you are just through 
with breakfast, and are preparing for Sabbath- 
school.

Ah yes! my young Americans, we are 
ahead o f you this time if we are in China—  
(thirteen hours ahead !■) But methinks I see 
those “  Crusaders,”  with bright eves and will
ing ears, waiting to hear something about 
China, and the Daughters o f Lydia”  also 
want to know about this land. Well, we have 
a very pleasant home here in your missionary 
houses.

You perhaps all know that Brother Gibson 
has a school here to teach Chinese boys to 
read the Bible and other good books.

Two o f  his young men completed their term 
of five years in the school yesterday. These 
are the first who have completed the full term, 
and it was a day o f much interest to the school 
and the mission ; but the best of all is, we are 
glad we can tell you they are both good Chris
tian boys. They were once heathens, they are 
now Christians. They once worshiped idols, 
they now worship God. Have not your 
prayers been answered ?

Is not the Church abundantly rewarded for 
her few hundreds o f dollars ?

These young men are now native helpers, 
and prepared to go forth teaching their coun
trymen the saving doctrines they have em
braced.

The school had appropriate exercises, after 
which they partook o f their dinner, which, 
owing to the importance o f the occasion/ was 
somewhat extra.

Baptisms.— But to-day another most inter
esting event occurred in this school. Four o f 
the boys next younger than the two above- 
mentioned have been inquiring about the

Christian religion and praying for some time 
past. After giving satisfactory evidence o f 
their sincerity and Christian spirit, they were 
to-day baptized by Brother Gibson at the 
“  Heavenly Rest ”  Church.

I know' you all would have been pleased 
could you have been in our church this morn
ing and looked upon these bright black-eyed 
boys, with heads partly shaven and long braid
ed queus hanging down their backs over their 
clean blue cotton dress while this holy ordi
nance was administered. As we looked upon 
these boys, and remembered .that they a short 
time ago worshiped images made by the hands 
of men, and that yet they were surrounded by 
these evil influences, we could not help pray
ing : “  O Lord, bless and keep these youths 
from evils that are in the world.”  W ill you 
not also pray the Saviour to be with them, and 
help them to teach their friends and country
men the way to heaven 1

Miss Wools ton1 s Girls.— But there was 
something more to be seen. In front o f the 
preacher, on his right, sat Miss Beulah 
Woolston, with the little girls o f her school. 
You might at first laugh if you saw them in 
their strange dress and strange looks. While 
they are small they have their heads shaven 
and long queues like the boys ; they all have 
large feet but one or two, and these had their 
feet bound before their parents became Chris
tians. Though their dress and appearance 
would be strange to you, it is their mode or 
custom, and to them the most perfect cos
tume ; and we who are in daily contact with 
them soon become so used to their appearance 
that it no longer looks extraordinary. It is 
not our intention as missionaries to have them 
change their manner o f living and dressing, 
further than that they be neat and tidy in their 
own way. W e wish to teach them about Je
sus and the way he has made from earth to 
heaven; teach them to shun the wrong and 
seek the right; to forsake their idols and 
worship God. Then will you not pray for us 
and for these little girls also, that while they 
read the same Scripture that you read and 
sing the same Christian hymns that you sing, 
that they may all walk in that straight and 
narrow path that leads to life, and finally meet 
the children o f Brooklyn in heaven?

FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
N o t  w o r s e  t h a n  m y  M a s t e r  h a d .— A  

Scandinavian missionary in Minnesota writes 
that i f  God did not work w onders he does not 
see how he can survive his labors, which are 
becoming so ijreat. He travels a circuit ex-O o
ceeding one hundred and twenty-five miles: 
“ I hardly know what rest is ; and then I suffer 
both from hunger and cold very often. Not 
long since I had to travel twenty-seven miles 
in the most extreme cold ; so cold, indeed, that 
I wonder how the horse and myself escaped. 
It was so cold that the mercury froze and 
broke the glass, and then I got into a rough 
log-house, where not a bit o f  comfort ever ex
isted ; it was cold, dirty, and miserable in 
every respect.; it tries the health and patience 
too. But I always feel contented ; never com
plained yet, and never intend to, for it is not 
worse than my Master had it, but it is about 
the same, and that is enough. I feel happy to 
share not only in blessings, but in suffer
ings.”
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l a t i s t i . c s .

Jamaica.— The present religious condition o f tlie 
Island o f  Jamaica is as follows :

Churches. 1’reRchers. Cong.
B aptists...................................... .... 60 30 30,000
Wesley ans................................... .... 50 31 23,500
Presbyterians.............. ......... ... .... 21 IS 7,000
London Missionary Society... .... 13 11 2,009
Moravians.................................... .... 13 13 5,000
Wesleyan Association............... .... 10 6 2,000
American Congregationalists .... 5 5 400
Roman Catholics....................... .... 10 7 2,500

The Church o f  Eng-lnnd has 1 bishop, three arch
deacons, 22 rectors, 50 curates, aud 10 assistant 
curates.

The Jews number ¿5,000, and worship in four syna
gogues.

T h e  H e b r e w s  i n  th e  U n i t e d  States.— T h e  He
brew Messenger reviews the condition o f the Hebrews 
in this country, and tells us what the people have 
done during the past y e a r : New synagogues have 
been dedicated at Cincinnati and New Y ork ; new 
congregations formed at Boston and New Y o rk ; lit
erary associations have been founded at Cleveland 
and H artford ; a Hebrew free Sunday-school has 
been opened in one o f our cities ; a course o f lectures 
under the auspices o f a Hebrew literary society has 
been delivered at N e w  York, where likewise a  grand 
banquet in aid o f  the Jews’ Hospital was given, i 
yielding nearly 810,000 to the funds o f that insti
tution.

B e g g a r s  in  E d i n b c b g h .— A t Geneva, Dr. Guthrie, 
o f  Edinburgh, spoke concerning Bagged Schools. He 
said that when the Ragged Schools began in Edin
burgh the city was fu ll o f  beggars; now there is not 
one. When they began there were in  the prisons o f 
Edinburgh five children under the age o f sixteen out 
o f  every hundred incarcerated. Now there is only 
one in every two hundred; or, as he facetiously stated 
it, to every hundred prisoners, only half a one !

T h e  C a n a d a  C e n s u s  o f  18G1— D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

R e l i g i o u s  C r e e d s .— The Church o f England, between 
1852 and 1861, relatively to the aggregate o f other 
denominations, has slightly increased in Lower Can
ada, decreased more than one per cent, in Upper Can
ada, and increased slightly in the whole province.

According to the census returns o f  1861, the adher
ents of the Church of England in Canada number 
374,887, or 1496 per cent, o f  the whole population. 
In 1S52 they formed 14.57 per cent, o f  the population. 
They outnumber the adherents o f all the different 
Methodist denominations by only 2,733, and the total 
o f  all classes o f Presbyterians by 27,896.

In Lower Canada, according to the census just 
published, the Church o f  England numbers 63,322 
adherents, or 5.70 per cent, o f  the population. In 
1852 they were 5.1Q per cent, o f  the population. The 
increase o f  this denomination in Montreal and Que
bec, i f  the returns can be relied on, is remarkable. 
In 1852, o f the 57,715 inhabitants o f Montreal, only 
3,993 were returned as belonging to the Church o f 
England, or 6.92 per cent, o f  the whole population. In 
1861, out o f a population o f 90,323, they numbered 
9,739, or 10.78 per cent. We incline to think that a 
good deal o f the apparent discrepancy in this instance 
is owing to the inaccuracy of the census o f  18o2. In 
that year there were returned in Montreal as belong
ing to unclassed creeds the large number o f 7,760, 
while in 1861 the number set down under that head 
was but 65. We suspect that a considerable propor
tion o f the 7,760, not classified in 1852, should have

been given to the Church o f  England. In Quebec in 
1852, according to the returns, the Church o f England 
embraced S.29 per cent., while in 186L it had 11.23 
per cent, o f  the population. But probably the real 
increase has not been so great, the figures o f 1852 
being below the mark, for in that year 1,904 were 
returned under the head o f creeds not classed, while 
in 1861 the number under that was only 5. It is 
quite evident that at least in Montreal and Quebec 
the religious classification was more perfect in 1861 
than in 1852, and this may afford an explanation o f 
the otherwise unaccountably large relative increase 
o f the Church o f England in these cities. In five 
counties o f Lower Canada the Church o f  England em
braces more than one sixth o f the population. In 
Compton it has 18.0S, in Argenteuil 19.48, in Pontiac 
21.03, in Richmond 21.53, and in Mississquoi 24.72 
per cent, o f  the whole inhabitants. In other seven 
counties, while the Church o f  England has a less pro
portion than one sixth, it  has still over one tenth o f 
the population. These are Bonaventure, Drummond, 
Gaspe, Huntingdon, Megantic, Ottawa, and Shefford. 
While the five counties in Lower Canada in which the 

i Church o f England has most strength are Mississ
quoi, Richmond, Pontiac, Argenteuil, and Compton, 
the five in which Presbyterianism has most adher
ents are, beginning with ¿lie county which has the 
highest per centage, (28.72,) and proceeding down
ward, Argenteuil, Huntingdon, Compton, Bonaventure, 
and Richmond. In each o f five counties o f  Lower 

! Canada,'the Church o f England has under 10 adher
ents. These are Bellechasse, where there are 7 ad
herents o f the Church o f E ngland; L ’Islet, 5 ; Yer- 
cheres, 4 ;  and Charlevoix and Kamouraska, 2 each. 
In sixteen counties the number, although over 10, 
does not reach 100. These are Chicoutimi, Laval, 
M astinonge, Montmagny, Montmorenci, Nicolet, Ri- 
mouski, St: Hyacinthe, St. Maurice, Temiscouata, and 
Yamaska. But there is not one county in Lower 
Canada in  which the Church o f England is entirely 
destitute o f representatives.

In Upper Canada the Church o f England numbers 
311,565 adherents, being 22.32 per cent, of the whole 
population. In 1852 it embraced 23.44 per cent, of 
the population o f Upper Canada. It is a noticeable 
fact that in each o f the five cities o f  Upper Canada, 
the per centage of adherents o f the Church o f  England I 
exceeds the average o f Upper Canada generally. In 
other words, the Church o f England is less strong, 
generally speaking, in the rural districts than in the 
cities. In Toronto the per centage o f adherents o f 
the Church o f England is larger than in any county 
in the province. They number in Toronto 14,125 out 
o f a population o f 44,821, or 31.51 per cent., nearly 
one third o f the whole inhabitants. In Hamilton 
they number 5,814, or 30.45 per cent, of the popula
tion ; in Kingston, 4,129, or 30.04 per cent.; in Lon
don, 3,452, or 29.87 per cen t.; and in Ottawa, 3,351, 
or 22.84 per cent. Relatively to the aggregate o f 
other denominations, the strength o f the Church of 
England, since the census o f 1852, has largely in
creased in O ttaw a,jligh tly  decreased in Hamilton 
and London, and fallen off to a very marked extent 
in Kingston and Toronto. The proportion o f  adher
ents o f the Church o f England to the whole population 
in  those cities in 1852 was, in Toronto, 37.62 per 
cen t .; Kingston, 35.48 per ccnt. *, London, 31.28 per 
cen t .; Hamilton, 30.92 per c e n t .; Ottawa, 12.27 per 
cent. The decrease in Toronto has been upward o f 
6 per cent. The same fact may be strikingly exhibit
ed in another way. While between 1852 and 1861 
the population o f Toronto increased from 30,775 to 
44,821, an increment o f 14,046, or 45.64 per cent., the 
adherents o f  the Church o f England increased from

11,577 to 11,125, an increment o f only 2,548, or 22.01 
per cent. In other words, the rate o f  increase o f the 
adherents o f the Church o f England in Toronto has 
been less than ha lf the rate o f  increase o f  the whole 
population o f the city.

While there are fourteen counties in Upper Canada 
in which the Presbyterians form over one fourth o f 
the population, there are but eight in which the same 
thing can be said o f the Church o f England. In Hal- 
dimand, out o f a population o f  23,708, the Church o f 
England has 5,954, or 25.32 per cent.; in Huron, o f a 
population o f 51,954, she has 13,440, or 25.87 per 
cen t .; in Durham, of a population o f  39,115, she has 
11,174,or 28.57 per cent.; in York, o f a population of 
59,674, she has 17,269, or 28.94 per cent.; in Peel, o f a 
population o f 27,240, she has 8,226, or 30.19 p ercen t.; 
in Carleton, o f a population o f  29,620, she has 9,169, 
or 30.96 per ce n t .; in Leeds, o f  a population o f 
35,750, she has 11,162, or 31.22 per cent ; and in 
Simcoe, which, relatively to the number o f  its inhab
itants, contains more adherents o f the Church o f En
gland than any other county in the province, out o f a 
population o f  44,720 she has 14,078, or 31.48 per 
cent.; a per centage very slightly below that o f To
ronto. It is somewhat singular, that of the fourteen 
counties o f Upper Canada, one third o f the whole, in 
which Presbyterianism embraces more than one 
fourth o f the whole population, there are only two, 
namely, Huron knd Simcoe, which occupy a similar 
rank with reference to the Church o f England. In 
Huron the Presbyterians are more numerous, and in 
Simcoe less numerous than the adherents o f the 
Church o f  England. In only two counties o f  Upper 
Canada does the Church o f England embrace a less 
proportion than one tenth of the population. These 
are Waterloo, where, out o f a population o f 38,750, 
she has only 2,721; and Glengary, where, out o f a 
population o f 21,187, she has only 334 adherents.—  
Globe.

M ak in g  his  M a r k .— Mr. William M olson, 
who lately built a wing to the M ’Gill College, 
Canada, at a cost o f $16,000, has determined 
to make other improvements which will cost 
$15,000 or $20,000 more. This is an exam
ple worthy o f imitation by other wealthy men 
in Canada and other regions not far from 
Canada.
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