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I t  i s  m a r v e l o u s  i n  o u r  E y e s .— The cut which we 
put before our readers will be recognized as a Mission 
S h ip ; but the one of which we wish to advise our 
present readers is the creation, under God, of a poor 
German pastor and his people. Animated by the spirit 
o f  divine benevolence they set out to build and furnish 
a mission ship, to be dedicated to the work of con
veying missionaries to their chosen field of service to 
Christ on the eastern shores of Africa. And here we 
give the story, as furnished by the Rev. R. R. Gurley:

Opposite the city o f  Hamburg lie's the Bmall .Hano
verian town of Harburg; and there, on the morning of 
the 26th o f a September long gone, the writer of the 
letter from which we make our extracts entered the 
hospitable mansion of a friend, from which, as soon as 
the stormy weather permitted, he went to the harbor 
and surveyed the stately vessel, still upon the stocks, 
but in rapid preparation to be launched the next day' 
“A  noble structure,” he exclaimed. “ The large cop
per-bottomed hull, th e; strong'1 ribs of knotty oak, the 
slender fir-masts, the fine new: rigging, the neat cabin, 
with its varied colors, all betray the skill and care 
which have been spent upon the building of this ship. 
Never has all Germany, great and faithless, brought 
into existence a German fleet, still less the Temple of 
German U n ity ; but a single country pastor, firm in 
faith, at the head of a poor but believing country 
Church, has, in the shortest time, happily accomplished 
the building of this ship, doubted of and derided as it 
was. Which has most efficacy, political enthusiasm 
streaming over with words, or quiet faith working by 
love ?”

The stout young captain, who had already made 
three voyages to the eastern coast o f Africa, stood upon 
the deck rejoicing over the completion of the ship, which 
lie was about to command as a king in his well-ordered 
realm. He doubted whether the violence of the storm 
would allow the vessel to be cut loose from her fasten
ings on the •morrow; but the harbor-master, Sturge, 
who is indefatigable for the kingdom of God, assured 
us, unhesitatingly, that on the morrow, at two o’clock, 
the launch should take place. Harbor-master Sturge 
was already busy in placing on the hinder part of the 
ship, amid green festoons and decorations, the well- 
carved image of the Ethiopian queen, Candace. For-
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ward on the prow stood her beautifully ornamented 
figure-head, with her golden crown, and golden brace
lets on her swarthy arms, her bosom adorned with thick 
red coral, and holding in her left hand a parchmcnt- 
roll. She looked intently down upon the waves, as if 
she would say, “ The time comes of which it is written, 
‘ Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God.’ ” 
This image is the work of a Christian sculptor, and the 
entire expense (which somewhat exceeded his means) 
was defrayed from collections which his missionary zeal 
impelled him to make. More was raised than was de
manded for the object, and when at last a rich man 
brought eighty-five thalers to compensate the artist, he 
declined the offer, but suggested to the noble-minded 
giver that the money should be sent to Pastor Harms, 
of Hermansburg, in aid of the contemplated mission. 
“ Thus,” says the writer, “ have the givers come forward 
from all sides ; poor and rich have vied with each other 
to bring an offering to the altar of the Lord; and of the 
thirteen thousand thalers which the ship will cost, 
twelve thousand are already collected. The history of 
the contributions presents many touching traits of de
voted love to the Lord. Widows and orphans have 
presented their last shilling; servants and handmaidens 
their hard-earned wages. A  pious young lady, upon 
her death-bed, bequeathed her whole property, three 
thousand thalers ; and a pious landowner cut down all 
his timber, in order to be able to forward this work of 
the Lord. Even from America, a gift of one hundred 
and fifty thalers was transmitted by an unknown hand 
to Pastor H arm s; while most of the amount has been 
collected in Hermansburg itself, or its immediate 
vicinity.”

On ihe morning o f the next day, September 27th, 
three flags floated from the masts of the Candace, while 
the ships in the harbor hoisted their many-colored 
flags, to welcome the mission ship. The people began 
early to assemble, and near twelve o’clock an extra 
train of cars brought to the harbor the venerable Pastor 
Harms, with some four hundred members of his pious 
Church, who were gladly saluted by their Waiting 
friends. The clouds dispersed, and the weather became 
fine. Great was the enthusiasm of the occasion ; and 
as the good pastor mounted on the little stand which 
had been erected for him, and called upon the multitude 
to raise with him Allein Gott in der Hohe sei Ehr, the 
thousands sent up their anthem to the vault of heaven. 
The good pastor then read, from the eighth chapter of 
Matthew, the account of our Saviour’s voyage on the 
sea of Galilee; then spoke in his discourse both of the

ark of Noah and of the ship which bore oar Lord on 
the stormy sea. “ The missionaries,’' said Pastor 
Harms, (among other things,) “ cannot go on foot over 
the wide sea, nor can they fly like the doves of Noah. 
What remains, then, but to build a ship 7 But this was 
no trifle, and I, myself, was at first frightened at the 
undertaking. For 1 am a poor country pastor, in a poor 
country Church, and had fo r building not a single penny. 
But the cause became even more pressing, and in the 
name of the Lord I  resolved to lay my .hand to the 
work. There was no lack then of the scorn and mock
ing of the unbelieving world. It has been with me as 
with the patriarch Noah. But, like Noah, I  suffered 
not my faith to be shaken. Now, opposition is dumb, 
and men allow it was most rational to build a ship. 
You mockers, who thought yourselves alone wise, were 
the fools, for we see here the ship built ; but not by my 
ability has it been built; the Lord hath built it, and it 
is a wonder in our eyes. Over it every pious Christian 
must rejoice, and bless and praise the Lord. But to 
whom shall I commit the new-built ship when she goes 
forth upon the sea ? The storms will not hold back ; 
they will break over this ship too. True, we have a 
gallant captain, skillful, determined, capable sailors, 
but they cannot help the ship in the extremest danger. 
The true helper is Jesus Christ, and to him, as keeper, 
and màster, and pilot, w e commit the ship. When 
storms beat upon her, our missionaries shall fall upon 
their knees, and, as did once the disciples on the Sea 
of Galilee, cry, Lord, help us, we perish. Our Lord 
will hear their cry; he will keep our mission ship ; he 
can, and, if our prayers be like those of his believing 
disciples, I doubt not he will rebuke the winds and the 
waves, so that there shall be a great calm. W ell do I  
know that God hears prayer, for I have experienced it 
more than once. Have you experienced it, friends ? 
I f  so, I  beseech you pray henceforth for this ship, Bear 
it daily in your praying hearts, and believe that our 
united prayer will be heard.” All were then exhorted 
to kneel down, and implore the divine blessing on the 
ship and the enterprise. Most fervent was the prayer 
of the pious pastor, who prophesied that the building of  
this ship would prove a rich blessing to the whole town ; 
for a place in which a work of God is done remains 
not unblessed of God. When Pastor Harms concluded 
his prayer, so lifted up was my heart, my eyes of faith 
so opened, that I seemed almost to see and grasp the 
promised blessing. Deeply solemn now was the aspect 
of the whole assembly, when the pastor cnlled on all to 
sing the hymn, Nun danket Alle Gott ; and while with
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full hearts and voices they praised the Most High, the 
props were knocked from under the ship, and slowly 
she descended, amid the huzzas of the sailors, until she 
rested on the waves, which dashed themselves high 
around her, as if in a joyous and welcome embrace.

The writer adds thnt this African mission ship was, 
in a few days, to take in her cargo at Hamburg ; that 
the missionaries, already examined and commissioned, 
were to hold a farewell meeting at Hermansburg, and 
to sail for Africa on the 22d of October in this ship, 
the Candace. God speed these his servants through 
the seas of Africa, and open the hearts of thousands to 
receive from their lips the words of eternal life !

And may I be permitted to ask, whether the Chris
tians of this great and rich country will not be stimu
lated by the touching example of Pastor Harms, and 
his poor country congregation in Germany, to give at 
least one ship to the civilization of Africa ? By her 
rivers, by the graves of many of her missionaries, in the 
rude dwellings of her untaught children, the men of 
God have sat down, and wept like the captive Jew by 
the rivers of Babylon. How many of the pious, the 
gifted, the great, have pleaded most eloquently for her 
redemption ; how many have I personally known, at the 
South and the North, in Africa as well as in America, 
among the people of color and among the whites, who 
made me feel and know that the fire of apostolic zeal 
and love is not even in this age utterly extinct; who 
held not life itself dear, if the sacrifice were demanded 
by duty to their brethren and their God. Who can es
timate the great, the sublime results that may follow 
the noble deed of Pastor Harms and his pious and be
nevolent congregation.

SHUMLA, BULGARIA.
Family Affliction—Religious Comfort— Other Missionaries 

are bereaved and comforted— Young German converted— 
Bulgarian Peasants : their Hospitality—Eager for the 
Scriptures—Decline o f Turkey— What Power shall come 
in— Eastern and Western Missionary Contributions— 
Efforts o f Roman Catholics in Bulgaria.

S i i u m l a , Bulgaria, April 8, 1859.
To the Corresponding Secretary:

D e a r  B r o t h e r ,—My last letter was written to in
form you of the transplanting of our precious little t%>y 
to the heavenly inheritance, and as our bereavemfnt 
and consolations have been matter of continual ex
perience until now, I resume the subject. W hile the 
Lord has afflicted, he has also comforted u s ; we pass 
through the deep waters, but the everlasting arms are 
around and beneath us. When thinking of the near
ness of our heavenly Father to us in the day of our 
calamity, I am sometimes overwhelmed with a sense of 
liis tender compassion. Such manifestations of the 
Divine presence I have never experienced before, nor 
did I know that they could be our portion in the house 
of our pilgrimage. When burdened and oppressed 
with sorrow, I have been constrained to bless and praise 
the Lord for the light and strength which his Spirit 
supplied.

My dear wife has, by the grace of God, redoubled her 
energy in the service of Him who has so wonderfully 
consoled her.

As we test the power and value of our holy religion, 
we are only the more desirous to see others experience 
its blessedness. Our footsteps are quickened in the 
heavenly journey. The very distance which intervenes 
between our Christian friends and us seems to place us 
in nearer relation to Him who has purchased our re
demption. We realize that if is but a narrow stream 
which separates us from the land where

tl God the Son forever reigns,
And scatters night away.”

.W e have been cheered by letters of kind sympathy 
and assurances of many prayers from our dear brethren 
in Constantinople. Their protracted mission labors 
have brought most of their families to know how ter
rible death appears when occupying an outpost in the 
dominions of our Lord and Master. Even since I last 
wrote, death has again visited the families of both Dr. 
Hamlin and Dr. Riggs, removing from each the eldest 
daughter. These young ladies had just reached ma
turity, had long been pious, were wholly devoted to the 
mission work, and gave promise of eminent usefulness. 
But 0  ! such bright and joyous exits. The light of 
th* heavenly world shone into their dying chambers, 
and their parents seem almost rapturous while telling 
of their patience and their triumphs.

Young German converted.— You have already learned 
that the first who has experienced conversion in our 
infant mission is a young German residing in Varna. 
There are additional items connected with his case 
which will interest you. From the first of my ac
quaintance with him I was particularly struck with his 
frank and amiable disposition. I found him ready to 
listen to the truths of the Gospel, although it was my 
sorrow to find that his mind had been deeply poisoned 
with German rationalism. It was not long until he 
wap changed from a willing hearer to an ardent in

quirer. He constantly attended the preaching of the 
word, and made me frequent visits for religious con
versation. He now added searching the Scriptures and 
private prayer, but when we left Varna he had not ob
tained a satisfactory evidence of pardon and acceptance. 
Having come over to Shumla and spent a few days with 
us, he wrote to me after his return as follows :

“ In entering our house I found m yself entirely 
changed, having new affections for everybody. I very 
well understand now the doctrine of regeneration, and 
feel its blessed effects on my heart.”

His brother, who is the Prussian consul at Varna, 
also writes to me that he is the most thoroughly chang
ed person he ever knew, and that it is matter of com
mon remark among his acquaintances. The young 
man is in the telegraphic service of the Turkish gov
ernment, and is likely to be appointed in charge of the 
station at Toulcha, where Brother Flocken goes. His 
education is good, and his ardor in the service of Christ 
so great, that I confidently expect much good as the 
result of his conversion.

Bulgarian Peasants.—Brother Long and I have re
cently made some excursions to the neighboring vil
lages. I  must confess that the hospitality o f Bulgarian 
peasants exceeds anything I  have ever witnessed in 
America. They expected us to eat five or six  times a 
day at different houses, and each time absolutely to 
feast.

Eager fo r the Scriptures.—But what was much more 
important and gratifying to us, we found them eager to 
buy such portions of the Scriptures as we had to offer 
them. W e have lately given to a Bulgarian, who fol
lows the business o f bookselling, some copies of the 
Scriptures to sell on commission. His sales in six  
weeks, added to about fifty copies that I have disposed 
of, make in all nearly three hundred. W e have here 
now a Protestant Moravian, who is likely to engage in 
the same business. But we are very anxiously await
ing the arrival of a supply of an edition of the New  
Testament, which was issued last month in London. 
If the sales are in proportion to an edition o f the 
Psalms from the same press, it will be a very import
ant auxiliary to our work. W e have had on hand 
copies of an edition of the New Testament published at 
Bucharest, but it is so defective that we have not offer
ed them to the people.

Decline o f  Turkey.— There are times when, meditat
ing on the indications which are presented of the de
cline of the TurkTIR power,*TVtremble at7 the tardiness 
of the Church in occupying this important and prom
ising field.

The ratio of decline increases as time advanced, so 
that no human wisdom can determine the period of its 
continuance. The Turks themselves seem fixed in the 
belief that destiny will soon remove them from Europe. 
The armies of earthly sovereigns are moving in every 
direction, but none of the tried and victorious officers 
of Immanuel’s army seem willing to take the command 
in this portion of the field. Twelve thousand Turkish 
soldiers have within a few days entered our city and 
taken up quarters here, yet we look in vain for only 
two missionaries of the cross a3 a reinforcement to our 
small and feeble band.

Who shall succeed Turkey ?— The question of what 
influence and power is to succeed the Turkish must be 
regarded as one of the most grave and important of 
our times. Considering the strength of Russia and the 
craftiness o f Greece, the great danger is that it will bo 
that of the Greek Church. To those of us who are 
witnesses of its demoralizing effects, this thought is 
startling. But wc are not in despair. Multitudes of 
the best minds of Bulgaria are disgusted with the dead 
faith and forms of the Greek Church. The contests 
between the Eastern and Western Churches have made 
them acquainted with the Papacy, and their contempt 
for it is much greater than for their own system. Of 
Protestantism they know very little, but that little has 
created a desire to know more. They will encounter a 
storm of opposition from their simple willingness to 
hear what we have to say of our system. In this state 
of affairs, should not Protestantism make a mighty 
effort to represent herself before this people 1 But have 
not evangelical Christians assigned Bulgaria proper to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church ? and are not special 
efforts and special liberality, such as have been nobly 
extended to China and India, earnestly called for here t 
The providence of God urged the Church to the work 
in India and China, but surely the indications of that 
providence are not less clearly shown in the relation of 
Protestantism to the Turkish empire.

Eastern and Western Contributions.—When I read of 
such generous contributions as those of St. Paul’s, 
New York, and Trinity, Philadelphia, hope revives ; but 
as a Western man, knowing something of the might 
and wealth of Methodism in the West, I long to sec it 
rising in the scale of liberality. Thi3 desire, together 
with that of a superintendent for]our mission, occasions 
me the deepest concern.

Efforts o f Roman Catholics.—I  have intimated above 
that one of the peculiar and encouraging features of this 
work is, that Romanism cannot effect much here. Dur

ing the last twenty years of effort no material progress 
has been made among the native population, yet so far 
from abandoning the field it is increasing its agencies. 
Very recently the Romish bishop of Bucharest came to 
Rutschuk, and, with the assistance of the Austrian 
consul, extorted money to commence building a church 
there, (in Rutschuk.) A  considerable number of 
young Bulgarians have been sent to papal schools, 
some from this city. As the result, they have been 
weaned from the Greek Church, though they are by no 
means drawn to the Roman. They learn the French, 
they have access to French deistical works, and a large 
proportion of them reject all ecclesiastical connections. 
Many of these, though amiable and well disposed, have 
been the dupes of sophistry. Could we not be sup
plied with some Wesleyan theology in the French, to 
assist us in guiding them to the truth ?

W e are much given to prayer that the Board may be 
divinely directed in all its plans and deliberations, that 
men called of God to this work may be sent out, and 
that the light of Gospel truth may illuminate the dark
ness of this land.

We have leiters from Brother Flocken, but have not 
seen him. He is probably at his father’s ; we look for 
him here in a short time. His boxes of books have 
just arrived at Varna.

Our mission circle join in kind remembrances to 
yourself and the Board.

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
W e s l e y  P r e t t t m a n .

J A P A N .
T h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  B o a r d .— Dr. and Mrs. Hep

burn went out in the month of May. Dr. Hepburn is 
a physician, and an elder in the Forty-second-street 
church in New York.

T h e  D u t c h  R e f o r m e d  B o a r d  have $lso sent 
forward several missionaries. Here is the account:

The clipper ship Surprise, Captain Randlett, sailed 
for Hong Kong, China, Saturday afternoon, May 7th, 
from pier 26 East River. Aonong her passengers were 
the Rev. Richard J. Walsh and wife, Rev. S. B . Brown 
and wife, Rev. G. F. Verbeck and wife, Dr. S. B. Sim- 
mbns and w if^ M r . Francis Hall, Mr. Goery, two 
Misses Brown, Miss Adrian and Master Btown, mis
sionaries to Japan, sent out under the auspices of the 
Reformed Dutch Church.

C H I N A .
From the following letter we learn that the work is 

beginning to spread in China as well as to grow. How  
wonderfully hath God ordered all things in this mis
sion, as well as in others ! While only five ports in 
China were opened, and no access to the country, our 
brethren learned the language, classical and vernacular, 
and began to sow the seed in Fuh Chau by preaching 
to the people, and by publishing the Gospels in the 
vernacular language used by the common people. A s  
the time drew near when all parts o f China should be 
fully opened to the Christian missions, God raised up 
a native Church in our mission, and out of this native 
Church are now coming forth native preachers who are 
becoming evangelists. They are beginning to circulate 
through tho towns and villages alone, and with the 
brethren of the m ission; and thus the word of God is 
being preached from Fuh Chau round about. This was 
the apostolic way. The Church at home must accept 
and support this movement, for it is of God. W e  
must send out more men, who shall guide and assist the 
native evangelists, until a great army of native 
preachers shall be raised up, and the Church in China 
take the place of the mission, and fulfill the high and 
holy ends for which the mis'sion was planted, and that 
vast empire become one of the kingdoms of our God 
and his Christ:

“ My recent trip into the ‘ hill country’ was interest
ing and encouraging. The place I visjted is about 
twelve miles northwest from Fuh Chau, and is situated 
in one of the high valleys of the Peiling range of 
mountains. The people received me very cordially, 
and I spent a night and parts of two days with them. 
They appeared to be a people prepared of the Lord for
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the joyous reception of the Gospel m essage; and the 
circumstances of my visit reminded me of the intro
duction of the Gospel among the Karens o f Burmah by 
the American Baptist missionaries. A t a future time 
I  may give a more full account of this visit. We shall 
probably baptize three of this people at our noxt com
munion occasion, (March 6th.) Should the work de
velop as we hope, we shall form a class at this place, 
and make it one of our out-stations.

" A  good degree of religious interest continues to pre
vail in Full Chau. Our young brother, Jong Mi, has 
persuaded another of his friends to renounce idolatry 
and seek the Lord with all his heart. This friend is a 
young man who lives within the city wall. His mother 
was violently opposed to his becoming a Christian, and 
employed threats and entreaties to shake his resolution. 
It was a sore trial for the young man, but, thank G od! 
he has triumphed. A t first his mother forbade his 
coming among us, but he still contrived ways of keep
ing up the connection. She then shut him up in the 
house, but his prayers and exhortations made the place 
too hot for the idols. His mother then called him into 
her presence, and after trying again to shake his reso
lution, proceeded to disown him, and expelled him 
from her house ‘ forever.’ Thus released, ho came at 
once to Brother Jong Mi's house, saying, ' Now my way 
is clear ; I wish to enter the Church. My mother for
sakes me, now the Lord will take me up.’ Two days 
after his mother sent for him to come home. He 
obeyed, anticipating another fiery trial; but no, the 
conquest was gained. His mother asked him if  he 
still persisted in his wish to be a Christain. He re
plied, ‘ I have forsaken the evil and am seeking the 
good, how can I now forsake the good and turn again 
to the evil V ‘ Go, then,’ said his mother, ‘ I shall make 
no further objection.’ * My happiness is now complete,’ 
Said the young man to me when I met him next day, 
and we rejoiced together, giving thanks to God, who is 
doing great things for us.

“ Itinerating.— To-day, February 22d, this young man 
accompanies our evangelist, Brother Hu Po Mi, on a 
prcaching tour through the country villages. He spoke 
in our church at Jongtau one day last week, and suc
ceeded admirably. His knowledge of the Gospel is good, 
though limited ; his heart experience is quite in advance 
of ordinary candidates for baptism ; his command of 
language is great, and his boldness remarkable. We 
hope he may become a faithful preacher of the Gospel 
among his countrymen.

“ God is evidently raising up a corps of efficient 
native helpers for us. IIow shall we employ them to 
the greatest ad van tag« ? and how shall we develop our 
operations so as to obiain the largest possible amount 
of good results ? 0  how much we need the advice of
our elders in deciding these important questions! We 
shall soon express our views as a mission on these 
topics, and submit them to you and the Board. We 
want to start right, and keep right. Blessed cares and 
anxieties!

“ Formerly I  almost dreaded the arrival of the time 
when these cares and anxieties would come upon us. 
I  feared to meet them. But now that they are actually 
upon me, I feel to bless God for them. To do the will 
of his Father was meat and drink to the Saviour; why 
may not I possess similar faith ? Pray for us, counsel 
us, and send us help. The work will spread rapidly.

“ Take this as notice beforehand, and act accord- 
inghr. Where are the forty  missionaries for whom I  
pleaded in my letters to Bishop Baker % W e need them 
at once, and I believe the men are wanting to come. 
W ill the Church supply the funds ? God help us !

“ Yours very truly, I t .  S. M a c l a y .”

I n f a n t i c i d e .—You are aware, writes Brother M a
clay, that the practice of infanticide prevails in China 

to a fearful extent. Female offspring are the usual 
victims of this horrid practice. W e could spread be
fore you unquestionable facts on this subject that 
would make your blood run cold ; but we prefer leaving 
it to fancy to sketch these scenes of fiendish cruelty, 
witnessed almost daily even in this our city.

Foundling Hospital.— Our mission has long desired to 
give some tangible form to the testimony of Christian

ity against this unnatural practice, but the way never 
seemed to open before us for executing our purposes 
on the subject. The proposed establishment o f our 
gil ls ’ seminary placed before us an open door for the 
accomplishment of our long-deferred plans, and about 
four months ago we resolved to establish here a found
ling asylum for Chinese female infants. W e design 
connecting this institution with our girls’ seminary, so 
that the little foundlings may receive the care and 
training which only Christian women can give.

Our appeal, on behalf o f the asylum, to the foreign 
community o f this place, was responded to in the most 
cordial and generous manner, and about eight hundred 
and fifty dollars was placed at our disposal for the pur
pose. W e opened an office for the receipt of found
lings, and two have already been brought to us. One 
is now doing well with its native nurse; the other died 
from the exposure to which it had been subjected be
fore coming into our hands, and its remains now rest 
in our cemetery for native Christians.

During their infancy the immediate care of the 
foundlings must necessarily be committed to native 
nurses, who shall be under our supervision; afterward 
they will be placed in a department of our girls’ semi
nary, where they may grow up under Christian 
influences.

Chinese Christian Females.— W e now have five Chinese 
women connected with our mission Church, and they 
all give good evidence of being new creatures in Christ 
Jesus. Four others are approved candidates for bap
tism, and three of them will probably be admitted to 
the ordinance on our next communion Sunday, March 
6th. Another old lady, sixty years of age, and living 
among the mountains, twelve miles from Fuh Chau, is 
earnestly seeking for baptism, and we all have good 
hope of her sincerity. Four little Chinese girls, chil
dren of our native Church members, are now growing 
up under Christian influence. These facts indicate 
that the Gospel is making sure progress among the 
people.

Head this, Mothers !— One Chinese woman has com
menced attending our meetings, and applies for bap
tism. Her husband is a confirmed opium-smoker, and 
Bhe is very anxious to have him break away from the 
ruinous practice, and turn unto the Lord. Her case 
excites our liveliest sympathy, and we are praying that 
she may be able to save her husband. Another woman 
rose in class-meeting last Sunday, and, referring to her 
long hesitation about seeking religion, said : “ I have 
long desired to be a Christian, but have delayed till the 
present time. I can wait no longer. My little boy 
(her only child) died a few days since, and I think he 
has gone to heaven. I want to go and meet him 
there. Mr. Gibson tells me if I  love and serve God I 
may again see my child, and I long for the time to 
come.” I know not how this little incident affects you, 
but to us it seemed an ample compensation for all our 
years of toil and anxiety in this heathen city. Thank 
God for the consolations of religion ! I am sure it 
would thrill your heart with delight to hear some of 
these women relate their experience in our class-meet- 
ings. Their statements at times quite overcome me, 
and tears I cannot conceal will gush from my eyes.

The Anticipations of Faith.—I look for a glorious har
vest in China. When 7 Unbelief says in the far-off 
future ; but my faith rejoices to bring nigh, even with
in the limits of the present, the joyful day. I  expect 
to witness thrilling scenes here before I lay down my 
armor. For this I have prayed, and believed, and 
toiled nearly twelve years, and I have the strong assur
ance that my prayers will be answered.

The harvest is great, the laborers, ah, the laborers!

where are they ? A ll China is now open, with its popu
lation of four hundred millions. Where are the labor
ers ? Where the Methodist laborers ? O that our 
Church could hear the call China now sends across the 
broad waters to the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of Am erica!

R e v . D r. W e n t a v o b t h  gives us the following 
item s:

“ W i t h o u t  N a t u r a l  A f f e c t i o n .”— The Chinese 
are as cruel as mercenary, and as mercenary as cruel. 
That they destroy their female offspring at birth is a 
fact as well known as it is abhorrent to every feeling 
of humanity, to say nothing of the instincts o f parental 
affection shared by man in common with the lower ani
mals. In Fuh Chau the resident merchants have fur
nished the means to found an asylum for rescuing 
female infants from destruction. A  few days ago a 
woman living with one of our missionary families went 
home and told her neighbors about this foundling asy
lum that the kind foreigners had established to save 
infants from unnatural murder by their own parents. 
One woman inquired, “ How much will these foreign 
missionaries give apiece for the children carried 
there?” The reply of course was, “ Nothing.” “ W ell,” 
said the woman, “ if I gave birth to a girl-baby, I  would 
let it die before I would go that far for nothing!”

Who will say that female schools are not needed in 
China to teach these poor women better 1

S t r e e t  C h a p e l .— Has any wealthy member of the 
Church given five hundred dollars to replace the 
chapel we recently lost by fire in a Chinese suburb 1 
The Church is our insurance office, and should replace 
these providential losses.

T h e  f i r s t  C i r c u i t  i n  C h i n a , or something that 
looks very like it. They have two churches and sev 
eral out appointments.

F u h  C h a u ,  C h i n a ,  March 8, 1859/ 
To the Conesponding Secretary ;

D e a r  B r o t h e r ,—A t our last mission meeting we 
resolved to organize a class at the “ Peach Farm,” a 
place about twelve miles northwest from Fuh Chau.

There are five persons there who are approved can
didates for baptism, and last Sunday I expected to 
baptize them, but the rain and flood in the river pre 
vented.

Next Sunday I hope to be there, and shall proceed to 
organize the class. W e have good reason to believe 
that others will soon be added to the class. W e shall 
establish regular Sunday preaching at this appoint
ment.

Last Sunday (March 6, 1859) four persons were ad
mitted to baptism in our church at Jongtau. The 
ordinance was administered by Brother Gibson. The 
congregation present on the occasion was the largest I 
ever saw in that church on a similar occasion.

For some time we have conducted our Sunday fore 
noon service in the church at Jongtau with d o se d  
doors, admitting only members and seriously-disposed 
persons, together with the few servants in our employ. 
Last Sunday there were sixty persons present, of whom 
seventeen were women. The women sat in the main 
body of the church, separated by an aisle from the 
men. It was th e  most encouraging B een e  I  have w it 

nessed in Fuh Chau.
For some months we have been trying to induce our 

female converts to venture into the public congrega
tion, and, with much trembling, they have acceded to 
our wishes. Formerly we never had more than six or 
eight females present in the congregation, and they 
occupied a small corner by themselves. Last Sunday 
a number of the women from the ward came in with 
them, and, together with their children, filled some ten 
of the side seats in the church. W e were all amazeu
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at such a bold step 011 the part o f our sisters and their 
friends. There must have been some twenty children 
in the church, nearly all of whom are of heathen 
parents. Wo hope to establish a female meeting at 
this church, to be conducted by the ladies o f our 
mission.

In view o f  these evidences o f God’s blessing on our 
labors here, we feel it important to urge upon the 
Board and tho Church the necessity of providing 
vigorous supplies for the work in China. The work 
in this city is rapidly growing on our hands, and doors 
are opening all around us to tho other parts o f this
province. Wo have sown in tears, and now we are
beginning to reap with exceeding joy. O that wo 
might soon see thousands of this people happily con
verted to G od! Pray for the cause o f God in this
land! Yours very truly, R. S. M a c l a y .

g j p *  B r o t h e r  B a l d w i n  a n d  C o m p a n i o n s  had 
been, at the date of this letter, in the city of Shanghai 
some eight days. See the follow ing:

“ Shanghai, March 5, 1859.
“ Wo reached here at midnight on the 28th ultimo, 

and were received with open hearts by our brethren of 
the Church, South.”

T r a d e  o p  o n e  P o u t  i n  C h i n a , S h a n g h a e .—  

W e put this before our readers, that they may be pos
sessed of data of immense moment in commerce and 
morals. Only think of the introduction of above 
$23,700,000 worth of opium in one single port of that 
country, which the Christian Church is so anxiously 
looking upon in order to the conversion of her teeming 
millions. W e are indebted to the Journal of Com
merce for the following particulars :

The following is a summary o f the total arrirals and 
clearances at Shanghae for the last yea r:

E N T E R E D . C L E A R E D .
Vessels. Tonnago. Vessels. Tonnage.

British___ . 290 120,205 174 77,496
American . . .  97 56,280 56 38,270
A ll other.. . .  367 66,139 148 39,029

Total .. . . 754 242,624 378 154,795
It will be seen that the tonnage under the flag of the 

United States was much the largest in proportion to the 
number of ships employed, as the vessels were mostly 
of the heavier class, many of them being clippers. The 
following will show the declared value of the imports 
and exports at Shanghae for the year 1858:

Imports. Exports.
Goods and merchandise.. $29,470,000 $47,777,000
Specie and b u llio n   6,113,000 15,038,000

Known total.......................... $35,583,000 $62,815,000
Add opium..........................  24,722,000

$60,305,005
The quantity of opium (the article being technically 

contraband) can only be estimated, but the facilities 
are not wanting for arriving at a very satisfactory con
clusion. The estimate includes 25,122 chests Malwa, 
valued at 12,058,560 taels, and 7,238 chests Patna, 
valued at 3,7G3,7G0 taels. The imports of Shanghae 
for the year 1858 include 414,505 pieces of American 
Cray twills, and 36,400 pieces of American sheetings.

G E R M A N Y .
B re m e n , March 20, 1859.

To the Coiresponding Secretary :
D ea r  B r o th er ,— Knowing that yourself, as well as 

our whole Zion, feel deeply interested in our mission in 
Germany, I feel it my duty to cheer your heart with 
the good news that the work of the Lord has been in a 
prosperous state here in Bremen and vicinity ever since 
conference. Our meetings in Bremen arc well at
tended.

Watch-Night.— Our watch-night was a solemn occa
sion. W e followed the special indications of the 
Spirit by a protracted meeting. These meetings 
were very interesting and well attended. The Spirit 
of the Lord gave power and effect to the word in 
awakening and converting sinners. The result of these 
meetings was that the members were greatly revived ; 
and at our last quarterly conference sixteen joined on 
probation, the most of them professing to have found 
the Saviour, the rest earnestly seeking him.

Vegesack.— A  special interest also broke out in Vo- 
gesaek, connocted with iny charge, which has been for 
years a difficult and unpromising field. W e held pro
tracted meeting, during which and ever since the hall 
was crowded. Sinners weje awakened and converted. 
Among them were some that were a few years ago en
gaged in a riot upon the meeting held by Brother 
Doering in the same place. A  few weeks since thirty- 
five joined on probation here.

A Sinner in the Pantry.—A t another of my country 
appointments in the kingdom of Hanover a singular 
incident occurred a few weeks ago. I preached in a 
private house. The place was crowded; some had 
come for miles distance. When tho meeting was dis
missed, and all tho strangers had dispersed, lo ! all at 
once the door of a pantry was opened behind my seat, 
and out stepped a young man in shirt-sleevos and con
fused hair, and in the most serious manner he addressed 
the brethren who hud remained: “ Brethren, pray for 
me, that the Lord may give me grace to confess my 
Saviour openly, that I need not conceal m yself in fu
ture any more in the pantry.”

The young man was the school teacher of the small 
children in the village. His old Lutheran parson had 
threatened him that if  he continued to visit the meet
ings of the Methodists he would lose his situation ; but 
such was the desire of the young man to attend, that 
he came before the appointed time, and concealed 
himself in the dark pantry, where he could distinctly 
hear the sermon.

Our Sunday schools and all our interests are in a 
prosperous state.

Missionary Institute.— The Missionary Institute is 
doing well, and our young men are already a great 
help to us in supplying the country appointments on 
the Sabbath. Thanks be to God for what he is doing 
for us in our old fatherland !

My health has been this winter rather poor in this 
rough northern clime, so that I often with pain had to 
perform my arduous duties. Our trust is in the Lord.

Respectfully yours, W i l l i a m  S c h w a r z .

N O R W A Y .
R e v . S. A. S te en se n  writes us from Sarpsburg in 

April that he does not regret leaving father and 
mother, adopted country, and the land of his new 
birth, to preach the Gospel in Norway. He writes that 
the word has to be preached with much contention, for 
many, as in the beginning of Christ’s day, and as until 
this day, in every place where men come to be alarmed, 
and cry “ What must we do to be saved 1” seem to 
think that this will turn the world upside down, or, at 
all events, will disturb the public peace, and therefore 
such preaching must be arrested. But more and more 
it spreads and grows.

Brother Steensen represents that a wide and effect
ual door is open notwithstanding the adversaries, and 
that they cannot possibly preach in one of a hundred 
places where their presence is desired. He further says 
that converts do not hasten to attach themselves to the 
Methodists, for it costs some positive loss there. They 
count the cost, and, after deciding, they

“ Stand as an iron pillar strong,
And steadfast as a wall of brass.”

The great awakening in the fatherland, Brother 
Steensen says, bids fair to continue until the coming 
of the Lord. The like o f it was never before seen from 
the beginning until this time.

A F R I C A .
B y the M. C. Stevens we have several letters from 

our friends in Monrovia.

Miss Kilpatrick, upon arriving at Cape Mount, the 
first stopping-place they made on the coast of Liberia, 
met with one of her pupils, a fine young native woman 
who had experienced religion under the care of Mrs. 
Wilkins and herself, and who has been remarkable for 
her love to the Saviour, for love to her teachers, and 
for earnest application to everything connected with 
civilized and Christian life and manners, and thus 
writes of her: “ I here met my dear Jane, over
joyed to see me back again. She made a very pleasant

visit with her friends in somo respects, and in some 
instances she met with severe trials, continuing, how
ever, to maintain her Christian integrity. Her friends 
used every effort to have her remain with them in their 
idolatry, but she had promised to return to us, to pre
pare to be made more useful to her people. But she 
was obliged to slip away from them without saying 
good-by. She was doubtless instrumental in getting 
some of the Mandingos to read their Arabic Bibles, 
and to believe in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, and 
constantly pray to God in his name. She told me of 
some Mandingos from the interior who came in to see 
her relatives, who had, by the reading of the Scriptures, 
come to be serious inquirers for the good way.

“ The Lord’s Spirit is at work among the heathen, 
but there are few to show them any good. I  pray that 
the Lord may raise up more laborers.”

T ub A s h m u n  I n s t i t u t e .—A gentleman attending 
the Presbyterian Assembly at Wilmington, Delaware, 
w rites:

The recent ordination, in this place, of three colored 
men as missionaries to Africa, who were educated at 
this institute, has called public attention to it in a 
manner not heretofore experienced. It began in ob
scurity, but has worked its way upward and onward, 
until it is beginning to command notice, and has fully 
shown that it deserves patronage. The charter of in
corporation was granted to it by the legislature of 
Pennsylvania in 1854, and that when its friends had 
little to show but a benevolent desire and determina
tion to benefit the dejected and dispersed Africans. 
The terras of the charter locate the institute at Hin- 
sonville, in tho county of Chester, “ for the scientific, 
classical, and theological education of colored youth 
of the male sex.” The board of trustees must not 
exceed nine persons. Its locality is near Oxford, so 
that this is to be the Oxford of the Amcrico-Africans. 
No other institution of the kind exists in this country. 
It is to be regarded, first, as an educational enterprise 
for the special benefit of the colored people ; second, as 
a missionary scheme, both foreign and domestic. Pas
tors and missionaries will there be raised up for tho 
dark field here, and the darker in Africa. White mis
sionaries with difficulty live in Africa. Preachers of 
their own color are destined to convert the Africans. 
Third, as the most efficient means to promote the cause 
of African colonization.

This writer says o f Liberia: Christian denomination- 
alism exists there in great harmony. Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians (I name them 
in the order of their numbers) flourish in Liberia. 
The first two, having most o f the colored people here, 
are the majority there.

Other colored men arc preparing at the Ashmun for a 
life of intellectual and evangelical labor in Africa, and 
I must confess that I  look with a deeper interest on 
this “ Institute ” than on the more lordly Smithsonian 
at Washington.

T h e  R e p u b l i c . —Rev. C. W. Thomas is a ehaplain 
in the United States Navy, and a member of the Meth
odist Episcopal Church, South. He spent some time 
on the coast of Africa, and had free intercourse with 
our preachers, occupied their pulpits, and was much 
pleased with preachers and people, as they were with 
him. so their letters to us show.

Mr. Thomas has been making some communications 
to the Southern Christian Advocate, which embody many 
items of much interest to all the friends of that new  
republic and vast opening for missions :

T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  L i b e r i a  regulates and pro
vides for the maintenance of the following principles :

1. A ll men are born equally free in the right o f en
joying and defending life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.

2. A ll power o f government is inherent in the 
people.

3. All men have a natural right to worship God ac
cording to the dictates of their own consciences.

4. Slavery shall not exist in the republic o f Liberia, 
or be countenanced by any of its citizens.

5. All elections shall be by ballot, and every male 
citizen possessing real estate shall have the right of 
suffrage.

6. The liberty of the press shall not be restrained in 
the republic.
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7. None but citizens may hold real estate in the re
public : nevertheless, this article shall not be construed 
to apply to colonization, missionary, educational, or 
other benevolent institutions, so long as the property 
or estate is applied to its legitimate purposes.

8. None but persons of color shall be admitted to 
citizenship in the republic.

9. The improvement of the native tribes in the arts 
of agriculture shall be furthered by the president, and 
the legislature shall appropriate money for this purpose.

10. The legislature shall make no law prohibiting 
emigration.

Emigrants o f twenty-one years o f  age, who claim to 
be of African extraction, are entitled to all the privi
leges of citizenship when they become possessed of 
real estate, and avow their intention of becoming per
manent residents of the country, and assume obliga
tions o f fealty. We are free to confess the belief that 
this is the wisest and safest system of naturalization 
that the world has ever seen. Several distinguished 
senators informed us that the law excluding white per
sons from the right of citizenship is intended to be of 
but temporary duration.

The legislative body of the republic is styled “ The 
Legislature of Liberia,” and is composed of two 
branches, a Senate and a House of Representatives. 
Each county is entitled to two senators, who are elected 
for a term of four years. Representatives are elected 
biennially. Every county is entitled to one representa
tive, and an additional one for every ten thousand 
inhabitants.

The president is elected by the people, and for a term of 
two years. He is the supreme executive officer of the 
government, and commander in chief of the army and 
navy.

W ith the consent of the senate he appoints the sec
retaries of war, the navy, army, treasury, and the state ; 
the postmaster general, attorney general, the judges of 
all courts judicatory, and all foreign ministers, and many 
other officers civil and military. These all hold their 
offices during the pleasure of the president. Qualifica
tions and good behavior are the only tests for continua
tion in these offices. May the curse of rotation never 
fall upon them ! The judicial power is vested in one 
supreme court and several subordinate courts nearly 
corresponding to our justices and superior courts. The 
judges o f these have salaries established by law, and are 
allowed to receive no perquisites under penalty of im
peachment.

Thus far the government seems to have worked well. 
It has extended protection in life and property to its 
subjects, and the equitable administration of law. The 
revenue, derived chiefly from a moderate tariff on im
ports, has been sufficient to meet the expenses of the 
governm ent; and should the increase of trade keep pace 
with the increase of population, as it has done up to the 
present, the greater wants of the state will be met by 
this indirect tax. In 1857 the receipts and disburse
ments were as follow s: Receipts, $47,556. Disburse
ments, $47,048. As compared with the preceding year, 
the receipts show an increase o f near $5,000.

Churches and Schools.—The Methodist Episcopal, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal Churches of 
America are doing a noble work in Liberia. They are 
furnishing the moral strength on which the government 
must rely in exigencies of the future, and by which she 
is to be established, if established she may be. W e had 
the pleasure of meeting with and addressing the Meth
odist Conference of Liberia, at Monrovia, in the winter 
of 1856 and 1857. This is a body of intelligent and 
devoted men, numbering near one hundred, and having 
in communion with the Church over thirteen hundred 
members, many of whom are natives. Their schools 
are numerous and flourishing. It is a mission confer
ence, supported by the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
the Northern States.

The Baptist Church is represented here by over sev
enty missionaries and teachers, and, according to the 
report of the association which met in Monrovia, D e
cember, 1857, near one thousand members.

The Episcopal Church has a bishop, four white mis
sionaries and eight colored, three of whom are natives. 
Teachers, thirty; twelve of whom are natives. Day- 
school scholars, five hundred and fifty; three hundred 
and fifty natives. Communicants, two hundred and 
fifty j more than half of whom are natives. Their 
most important station is at Cavalla, near Cape 
Palmas.

The Presbyterian Church has white missionaries, 
tw o ; colored, four. Teachers, tw elve; one high 
school, five day schools, one hundred and fifty scholars. 
Communicants, one hundred and eighty.

Most o f the missionaries of the Episcopal Church 
are from the South ; one of the two white Presbyterian 
missionaries is from Georgia, and the Southern Baptist 
Board supports a high school in Monrovia.

Is moved at the Neglect o f the Church, South.— Where 
are the representatives of the Methodist Church, South ? 
Shame to her that she has permitted hundreds o f her 
members to leave her shores without pastor or teacher, 
to be lost in the wilderness or gathered into strange 
folds! Inverted were the telescopes and filmed the

eyes o f the missionary committee of the late General 
Conference when they could see in Africa “ no open
in g ” for a Southern missionary.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
R e v . M r. G o o d f e l l o w  writes in January: A  man 

died here, an American, leaving all he had in the 
world to this Church; it was all, but was only about 
three hundred and fifty dollars, silver.

Again, under date of March 7th, he writes : Three 
interesting accessions are already ours for the current 
quarter. “ The Lord is on our side.”

B r a x i l  is attracting to herself more and more of in
terest on the part of the commerce and of the Christian 
sympathy of this nation.

C i i i l i .— Of this state of South America too we are 
coming to have a better knowledge. It was an item 
of interest in a late letter from Brother Jacoby, that 
we have a young man in his Missionary Institute from 
Chili, and that lie longs to return there as a mission
ary. May the day come for i t !

D O M E S T I C  M I S S I ON S .
A r i z o n a . — In accordance with the genius of our 

Church and missionary organization, provision was 
made at the late session of the General Missionary 
Committee and Board to send the living ministry to 
Arizona, a mining district in the southern part of New  
Mexico.

Rev. H . S. Bishop and Rev. D. Tuthill, the former of 
the Newark Conference, and the latter o f the New York 
East Conference, were accordingly appointed in the 
month of February, and started with Bishop Janes, 
then setting out for the seat of the Arkansas Confer
ence. They are now in their respective fields, and at 
their work.

Brother Bishop writes, April 6, 1859: “ This field 
promises well, and I meet with nothing, so far, but en
couragement. I  enjoy my religion, and that makes me 
enjoy, or, at least, endure everything else for Christ’s 
sake. I  have preached in three or four different towns 
to attentive, intelligent congregations, about one third 
composed of Mexicans, some of whom can understand 
a little English, and others perfectly ignorant of what 
I was saying. Generally the natives have treated me 
with kind consideration, and prominent men among 
them have subscribed toward the mission cause.”

Rev. D. Tuthill writes from Tubac, April 13,1859, to 
the Corresponding Secretary:

T u b a c ,  New Mexico, April 13, 1859.
I  reached my field of labor on the 24th ultimo. My 

reception was by no means flattering, though respect
ful. An inquiry into the character of the population, 
however, readily explained any absence of enthusiasm. 
There are in the village of Tucson about forty or forty- 
five persons who may be considered in any sense 
American, or, in other words, who can speak or under
stand the English language. Of this number two or 
three only are owners of real estate; the remainder 
constitutes a floating population.

The Mexican population numbers probably between 
two and three hundred.

On the Sunday after my arrival I preached to about 
twenty persons in the house of a family temporarily re
maining in the place. On the following Sunday I ad
dressed an audience of thirteen persons, all inales, at 
Tubac, fifty miles distant from Tucson.

The entire population in this place does not exceed one 
hundred, not more than ten or twelve of whom under
stand the English tongue. This is a central point, 
nearer the mines than any other, and as convenient as 
any place for my purpose ; I have therefore selected it 
for my head-quarters.

Ten miles distant from this plac? is the hacienda of 
the Santa Rita Mining Company, where there are 
twelve or fifteen persons.

Thirty miles distant is that of the Sonora Company, 
where there are twenty-five Americans and Germans, 
not more than twenty of whom understand English.

Along the Sonora, beginning at a point about fourteen 
miles distant from this place, and extending thirty 
miles, there are four families, and several houses occu
pied by single men. As nearly as I  have discovered 
the entire number is twenty-five men, ten women, and 
sixteen children. Of course, in the most central loca
tion, those living at the extremities of the valley have 
to go fifteen miles to attend service. A t Fort Buchan
an there are four officers and one hundred and sixty- 
nine men.

To reach all these people it is necessary to preach in 
six different places at least, and then it is difficult, tho 
bouses being from one to fifteen miles apart. On the 
Sonora there were only nine grown persons at the 
house where I preached. True ! there is another way, 
by preaching from house to house.

Some parents have expressed a desire to have their 
children educated; but in the entire circuit, extending 
over a distance of one hundred and fifty miles or more, 
there are no more than ten or fifteen children of a 
proper age to attend school.

I  am expecting to preach at the fort next Sunday, and 
am not prepared to report upon the state o f things 
there. It is over forty miles from Tubac.

I  have commenced the Spanish, and hope soon to be 
able to extend my inquiries personally among the 
Spanish population, desperate as their case seems 
to be.

As to church or school building, the matter appears to 
be utterly out of the question for the present. The  
people for the most part are poor; they are scattered, 
and cannot be made to see the necessity for the thing. 
As an evidence of their poverty, I have not slept on 
any kind of bed but three nights out o f twenty-three 
since I entered the limits of the territory at Mesilla. I 
have simply wrapped myself in my blanket, and laid 
myself upon the dirt floors o f the houses, frequently 
with my carpet bags only for a pillow.

D . T u t h i l l .

K a n s a s  a n d  N e b r a s k a  C o n f e r e n c e . —It seems 
but a few days since we first made an appropriation to 
these vast regions as a mission field; 1854 was proba
bly the first year. And now the statistics, at the late 
session of the conference, (April 14, 1859,) 6how that 
they have a membership of three thousand six hundred 
and twenty-six, including probationers, an increase of 
seven hundred and fifty seven the past year.

T h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  our borders are enlarged 
may be inferred from the letter which follows. It was 
addressed to the editor of the Northwestern Christian 

Advocate:

The Field, its extent.—My field of labor consists of 
the following appointments: Clear Water, Fremont 
City, Meenah, Maumee Prairie, St. Cloud, Sauk Rap
ids, Winnebago Prairie, and Wahtal. This was my 
first field, and I the first Methodist preacher sent out to 
break it up. Brother Rowdish was sent out as junior 
preacher, but before arriving at the place of action 
Brother S. T. Sterrett, presiding, elder of Monticello 
district, thought it advisable to recall him to supply 
another point, and appointed Brother J. Thompson, 
local preacher of Sauk Rapids, to fill his place.

The no Help, and the Labor.—At our first quarterly 
meeting the brethren decided that (the country being 
so much impoverished by the “ dreadful grasshopper 
scourge ” which had passed over it) for two-years the 
work could support but one preacher, and his support 
was doubtful; so Brother Thompson was recalled, and 
I was left on the field all alone with Jesus. I had to 
travel one hundred miles every four weeks, and preach 
eight times.

Mode of Work, Fare, a n d  Company.— Walked fifteen 
miles, preached twice, and got no dinner on one Sab
bath. I have rode twenty-six miles, preached three 
times, and got my dinner, all on one Sabbath. I have 
carried my boots and socks in my hands, and forded 
streams fifty yards in width at ten o’clock at night, with 
none with me save Jesus. The first few months re
minded me of the early days of Finley, Cartwright, and
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others, who “ drove breaking-team ” on the frontiers in 
the early days of Methodism.

Simple but profitable “ Table expenses."— W e (Mrs. 
Gleason and myself, I mean) lived one week on coarse 
corn-meal, coarse salt, and potatoes, nothing else. The 
people were all very destitute; some had less to eat 
than we, so we complained not, but grew in grace all 
the time. The people had hearts to do for us, but 
lacked the means; so we gladly took the will for the 
deed. B y great effort the people obtained seed, put in 
large crops, and realized a bountiful harvest. Since 
then our wants have been well supplied.

" The way grows brighter.”— God has been with us too 
in the saving of precious souls. When I came among 
this people there was not an organized class on the 
entire work ; now we have a membership of upward 
of fifty. During the year nineteen have received the 
ordinance of baptism. In honor to the saving power 
of Christ, I have to record that thirty-five have been 
converted and reclaimed. Our last quarterly meeting 
has j'ist closed. The work was well represented.

A t St. Cloud the brethren for the coming year 
asked for preaching every Sabbath, the other points 
once in two weeks.

This has been my first year in the ministry, and I 
have been a thousand times repaid for all the sacrifice 
I  have ever made or expect to make for Christ. The 
people with whom I  have labored have evinced kind
ness and intelligence. L e v i  G l e a s o n .

M i s s i o n a r y  C o l l e c t i o n s . — A  mode o f taking 
them on a district.— W e name such a section of our 
work, having such a plan before us. The presiding 
elder associates all the preachers of his district with 
himself, and they plan the time of holding the annual 
missionary meeting and of taking up the collection in 
each charge and appointment, so that two or three of 
their number may be present to aid. It will be seen at 
a glance that each of these preachers on such a district 
must familiarize himself with the missionary work, and 
be thus fitted for service in all his subsequent ap
pointments.

The presiding elder says :

W e do not say that it is the best possible plan, but 
we do say that last year on this district it worked w ell; 
for, in addition to giving to our people a large amount 
of missionary intelligence, it raised our missionary col
lection from eighty-five dollars in the same territory 
the year before, to four hundred and fifty-one dollars 
forty-six cents ; and it increased the missionary zeal on 
the district, I believe, in equal ratio. Before the time 
for bolding our meetings arrives, we have, perhaps, a 
thousand of these notices, or programmes, printed and 
scattered over the country. We also publish them in 
the local newspapers through the country. This brings 
the subject boldly before the people, and they assemble 
to meet us in great crowds. At the meetings we take 
subscriptions, and the pastors and missionary commit
tees appoint their collectors and announce their names 
to the congregation. The subscriptions are then di
vided as equally as may be among the collectors, and 
they are left to do their work. To carry out this plan, 
you will o f course see that it requires work; but the 
work “ pays ” gloriously, and I wish we could see a 
similar or better plan adopted all over the land.

MISSIONS TO FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
R e v . J o n a s  J .  H e d s t r o m .

H e b e i n g  d e a d  y e t  s f e a k e t h . — W e have heard 
from Rev. J. J. Hedstrom once and again from the 
margin of the grave. We shall not hear from him in 
that relation again ; he has passed on over. W e have 
before us the following telegram :

“ Victoria, Illinois, May 11.— My dear brother, our 
beloved J. J. Hedstrom departed this life at ten o’clock 
A .M ., with a bright prospect of an eternal life beyond 
this state. A  more triumphant death in Christ was 
never witnessed by man.”

The Scandinavian Missions in the West, o f which, 
under his brother, O. G., lie has been the principal 
founder, Avill mourn for him ; and hundreds o f stran
gers in a strange land, and also many widows and 
fatherless children, will miss him and mourn ; but he 
fought a good fight. Wo do not marvel to hear that 
he finished his course with joy ; but we mourn, for we

know not any man like minded who will naturally care 
as ho cared for the souls of the poor sheep of his coun
trymen scattered throughout the wide W est.

Brother J. J . Hedstrom was taken into Rock Island 
Conference at its session in 1848. He was at that time 
a local elder, and sent under his presiding elder, Rev. 
John Sinclair, to take charge of the mission for the 
Swedes. In 1849 he was returned to the care o f the 
same mission. In 1850 he was admitted into full con
nection with the conference.. He had then given to him 
for a helper Rev. A . Errickson. In 1851 Rev. A. E. 
Phelps was his presiding cider, and this year two of 
his countrymen were given him as helpers. In 1852 he 
again had two helpers. In 1853 he had two helpers, 
and we find a new mission to his people in Chicago 
has also a missionary. In 1854 three helpers were 
given him, and a fourth was promised, in addition to 
the new mission in Chicago.

In 1855 he had two helpers given him, and a third 
promised. Chicago also had two Swedish mission
aries this year. Rev. R. N. Morse was his elder this 
year.

In 1856 we find him with three helpers again, and a 
fourth to be supplied. Rock Island District, of the 
Rock River Conference, falls this yeur (1856) into 
Peoria Conference.

In 1857 Jonas J. Hedstrom is returned a worn-out 
preachcr, but, faithful as God’s covenant and leader 
among his people, he labored on, and we put together 
here, as a faint memorial of him, some of his last utter
ances, as we received them through his letters. He 
writes from his sick bed :

The Lord only knows how I shall be able to write 
what is necessary. 0  for help to a dying worm to do 
only half a day’s work in bis field before I go hence ! 
I feel glad in the Lord ; my soul is growing. I am 
blessed with very many letters from my spiritual chil
dren in different states. O brother, this is food to my 
poor so u l! They are all prospering in the Lord, and, 
over and above all this, the Swedish work was never 
more prosperous than at present. Glory be to God 
forever! Amen.

Again :
I  wrote you 6ome time ago. My prayer to the Lord 

was that lie would give me an opportunity to do a half 
day’s work more for my countrymen; and now, al
though I am not able to write, as you see, he has given 
me a clerk, and I am able to dictate; and while I am 
able to sit in my chair, or lie in my bed, I am willing 
to do all I can to advance his kingdom among men. I 
am not left fatherless, nor without a comforter in my 
afflictions; the gates of glory stand wide open. The 
promises o f God are as firm as ever; the magazine of 
heaven is still full; the great High Priest has gone into 
heaven itself to appear in the presence of God for us. 
His sprinkling blood is still speaking for us, and I may 
say that all the glorious truths of the Gospel continue 
as firm as in the days of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and 
all the holy patriarchs.

S w e d i s h  M i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  W e s t .— Pastor Hed
strom has favored us with some extracts from a letter 
which he received from the presiding elder of the 

‘ Swedish Mission district. His field is between seven 
and eight hundred miles long. Beginning in Fountain 
county, Indiana, it extends to Webster county, Iowa. 
It is botween fourteen and fifteen hundred miles in 
circuit. He traveled, during his conference year, three 
thousand four hundred and forty-seven miles on rail
roads, one thousand five hundred and fifty-eight miles 
with horses, and one hundred and sixty-five miles on 
foot; preached two hundred sermons, ministered the 
Lord’s Supper fifty-three times, attended fifty-three 
quarterly meetings, baptized thirty children, collected 
two thousand five hundred dollars for Church pur
poses, erected two new churches within his district, paid 
off the debt of another, and received for the support of 
himself and family, and to meet traveling expenses, 
four hundred dollars, and of course found himself in 
debt. “ Well, what now ■?” very likely the reader will 
ask. W hy this man just does as others o f his coun

trymen who are ministers, and other Methodist min
isters have done before them, (the race is not wholly 
extinct, thanks to the heavenly Father!) he, in view of 
the land to be possessed, the souls to be gathered, and the 
love of Christ, mortgaged his farm and went forward !

R e m a r k a b l e  I n c r e a s e  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n .—When 
our readers 6hall have before them what the London 
Times of April 23d says, they w ill see how'so many 
strangers appear among u s :

“ Since the commencement o f April seventeen ships 
have been cleared by the Government Emigration offi
cer at this port, having on board 6,750 emigrants, 
chiefly bound for New York. The numbers carried 
out by some of these vessels are truly formidable ; for 
instance, the Constellation had on board 757 souls, and 
the Emerald Isle 770 souls; the latter having sailed on 
Tuesday, the 19th. Of the total number, 1,407 were 
English, only 81 Scotch, while 4,640 were Irish, and 
437 natives of other countries. The majority of the 
latter were Mormons ; 352, chiefly Danes, having, with 
347 English and 8 Scotch, total 737 Mormons, sailed 
in the William Tapscott for New York on the U th  
instant. In addition to the above, the ships Great 
Western and Jeremiah Thompson, with about 1,400 
passengers, sailed from the Mersey on Thursday the 
21st, and before the close of the month upward of 
2,000 more are expected to embark, making the emi
gration to the States upward of ten thousand in one 
month. We may add that the monster clipper W hite 
Star, belonging to Messrs. II. T. Wilson and Cham
bers, has been chartered to convey passengers, and will 
sail in the early part of next month for New York.”

LADIES’ DEPARTMENT.

A  F e m a l e  M i s s i o n a r y  i n  C h i n a .— Some of our 
friends may have read the following letter somewhere 
else, but such, if there be any, will be glad to peruse 
the following account:

Miss Aldersey, an English lady, came to the East 
more than twenty years ago, and has devoted both her 
personal energies and her personal property to the ele
vation and improvement of the daughters o f China.” 
Located first in the “ Straits,” at Pinang, I believe she 
removed on the termination of the war, in 1843 or 1844, 
to Ningpo, and there, with unwearied zeal, earnestness, 
and courage, has continued, until very recently, en
gaged in conducting a large and prosperous school for 
girls. Under her caro at least three young English 
ladies have grown up as her assistants, who in time be
came the useful wives of missionaries. Her pupils 
have many of them been pleasantly married, and are 
useful members of society. A  short time ago the 
threatened infirmities of age and diminished personal 
resources compelled her to transfer the school to the 
Presbyterian mission ; but she herself continues to set 
an example of cheerful, active industry in the Master’s 
work. Her means are employed in sustaining some of 
the out-stations at San-poh, (Hill-north,) and in con
ducting a school for the blind, which is in successful 
operation. The obscurity of the field and the remote
ness from the great centers of Christian activity may 
cause her labors to be comparatively unknown. But 
those who know her best admire her m o st; and when 
the great day of reckoning shall come, the place she 
will doubtless occupy will be among those whom the 
great Head of the Church delights to honor. I f  her 
example could be made widely known, as in the case 
of many honored women besides, it would be a stimu
lus to many of her sex to earnest and persevering 
effort.

H e a r  h e r ,  y e  C h r i s t i a n  W o m e n  !—Mrs. Butler 
writes the following lines while attending a sick babe, 
in reference to whose case she says: “ I sit beside my 
little babe, who is very ill, seriously so ; but I  am not 
without hope that God may restore her, and she is bet
ter to-day than she was yesterday.” The particular 
paragraph which we set out to quote follow s: “ 0  
cheer the ladies, and tell them there is much enjoyment 
in this country, and they will never regret coming to 
live for Christ even among the heathen, and far away 
from home. God can make it all up to them, bestow
ing far more than ever they can have to give up. I am 
sure of it, for, praise the Lord ! it has been so with me.”
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Hear the voice o f another female missionary in 
India:

“ She asked me, before I  left, if I  expected to spend 
my life in India. I forget my answer, but fear it was 
rather wavering. Tell her now, I hope to be permitted 
to spend my life here; that it is my highest ambition to 
teach some of these heathen children to love and obey 
the Saviour. Even now we hear their tiny voices re
peating, ‘ Our Father, who art in heaven,’ and we feel 
they have learned some great truths which they can 
never forget, namely, that God is not an image dwelling 
below, but a Spirit dwelling in heaven. Of course I 
speak of those children who have come under our in
fluence here. W e hope many hundreds may yet be 
taught by us in this heathen land.”

SEAMEN’S DEPARTMENT.

T h e i r  l o v e  t o r  t h e  S a v i o u r , when they have 
once got the grace in their hearts, is wonderful. How 
many instances have fallen under our observation. 
W e knew one, a tenant of the “ Snug Harbor” on 
Staten Island, who, having saved enough, would go 
home to Sweden to tell of the grace of his Lord Jesus 
Christ, and persuade his friends and acquaintances to 
make themselves known to him, and enjoy the great 
salvation he purchased with his precious blood.

Another, returning from Japan, having conceived the 
idea of mastering that language, brought away a native 
with him, and was at charges with him, until one had 
mastered the English and the other the Japanese, and 
both are now probably on their way to that mysteriously 
open field for our Lord !

C o n v ers io n  o f  S e a m e n .—Rev. J. B. Ripley, pas
tor of the Mariner’s Church on Water-street, above 
Walnut-street, Philadelphia, in his fifth annual report 
states that about five hundred seamen have been con
verted during the year.

S e a m e n ’s  B e t h e l , B a l t i m o r e .—A  glorious work 
has been in progress there for several months past, and 
scores of seamen and landsmen have been coming 
home to God.

“Break forth into singing, ye trees of the wood.”

S c e n e s  i n  t h e  B e t h e l  S h i p  continue to be a6 
attractive, pleasing, and edifying as ever. The first of 
May coming in on the Sabbath, brought with it, being 
the first Sabbath in the month, the sacramental service 
or communion for the Scandinavians. There was a full 
house, (ship,) and the congregation was deeply affected 
under the word. After the sermon, and while the col
lection was being made, Pastor Hedstrom talking right 
along after the sermon by Brother Newman, the inter
est kept rising and the tears flowing, when suddenly, in 
the midst of the address of the pastor, there came for
ward a hardy-looking sailor in tears, and addressing 
the pastor in Swedish, begged him to pray for him. 
This of course brought the whole congregation to their 
knees, while prayer was offered for the weeping sailor. 
This affecting incident served much to increase the so
lemnity of the communion season, which was observed 
by about sixty Scandinavians and several Americans.

It was a deeply impressive service; there were persons 
there from the fatherland, who had never before cele
brated or seen the sacrament or setting forth of the 
Lord’s death in that manner before; and indeed it is 
almost, if not quite, impossible for a stranger to witness 
such a scene in the ship without being impressed with 
the conviction, that sailors and landsmen there present 
must acknowledge it as the place of the Divine 
presence.

M I S C E L L A N E O U S .

D A I L Y  W O R K .
In the name of God advancing,

Sow thy seed at morning ligh t;
Cheerily the furrows turning,

Labor on with all thy might.
Look not to the far off future ;

D o the work which nearest lies ;
Sow thou must before thou reapest;

Rest at last is labor’s prize.

Standing still is dangerous ever,
Toil is meant for Christians now ;

Let there be, when evening cometh,
Honest sweat upon thy brow :

And the Master shall come, smiling.
When work stops, at set of sun,

Saying, as he pays thy wages,
“ Good and faithful man, well done !”

—From the German.

T H E  A SPE N  TR EE.

The aspen’s green leaves quiver 
With the lightest breath of air,

Like the wavelets of a river 
When a summer breeze blows there.

Ever fluttering, never quiet,
Murmurs on the ceaseless sound,

Whether loud the wild winds riot,
Or the air is hush’d around.

Once I  stood its branches under 
A s they shadowed o’er the rill,

And I asked, with idle wonder,
“ Why are those leaves never still 7 

A ll the other trees before us
"Voiceless stand, this summer noon,

But the aspen, waving o’er us,
Still keeps up its mournful tune.

“ Tell me, father, what’s the reason 1”
Then my father answered me,

“ There’s a quaint old superstition 
Told about the aspen tree:

It is said, that when the Saviour 
B y the Jews was crucified,

A ll his gracious, loving favor 
Scorned, forgotten, and denied,

K That the cross to which they nailed him, 
While his Father still he prayed 

To forgive those who assail’d him,
Of the aspen tree was m ade.

So the aspen trembles ever
Through each restless branch and leaf,

In a ceaseless thrill and shiver,
With its sense of shame and grief.

“ ’Tis an idle superstition,
But some good in it I find,

For its simple repetition 
Ever brings into my mind 

All the glad and wondrous story 
Of Redemption full and (Vee ;

And I praise the Lord of glory 
When I se£ an aspen tree!” [The Reaper.

S i a m .— This kingdom is supposed to have a popu
lation of from three to five million of inhabitants. 
The Presbyterian Board, the American Baptist Board, 
and the American Missionary Association have laborers 
in this field.

Mr. Mattoon, the United States consul, was at Wash
ington in the early part of May, and gave our govern
ment an interesting report concerning our commercial 
intercourse with that kingdom. The number of 
American vessels which took cargoes at that port in 
1858, was fifty-four. They took rice, hides, and sapan 
wood. Most of these vessels sailed from Siam for Sin
gapore, China, and San Francisco. The Siamese 
have a commercial marine of their own, with foreign 
captains, but native sailors. They have a regular 
packet steamer between Bangkok and Singapore.

The two kings and the chief ministers of state have 
steam yachts of their own, and under the exclusive 
management of native Siamese. The two kings both 
read and write English with fluency.

The state of commerce between the two countries, 
and the intelligence of the heads of the nation, is most 
promising for the cause of Christ. The intercourse of 
these people with the Chinese is another interesting 
feature in the case of both.

A  P e n n y  P a p e r . —I f  in London, why not in New 
York f— The wonderful success of Dr. Campbell’s 
Penny weekly paper, The Ensign, circulating more 
than one hundred thousand copies each issue, has led 
the London Methodist Book Concern to moot a project 
for launching a Penny Methodist Paper for the instruc
tion and elevation of the masses. A  scheme is being 
matured, and it is supposed that the final decision will 
be come to at the next meeting of the committee. Its 
success will mainly depend upon the editorial ap
pointment.

H e a r ! H e a r !— The London Times reports a 
speaker as having said:

He had been very much struck in reading the trav
els of Dr. Livingstone, that when he one day met with 
a very intelligent chief, and began to explain to him 
how the Son of God himself left his seat, came into the 
world, took upon him their own nature, performed 
many miracles to show that he was God : how that ho 
made the dumb to speak ; how that he made the deaf 
to hear; how that he made the blind to se e ; how that 
he raised the dead to life; how that he walked upon 
the sea as though it were dry land; and that nothing 
was too great for him to d o ; and when he had done 
all this he actually gave up his own life, and died on 
the cross that they, through his death might live, the 
chief said, “ You make my very bones to shake; you 
make my very ears to tingle ; but allow me to ask you 
one question, Did your forefathers know this *?” The 
missionary was obliged to admit that they did. Then 
he said, “ How is it that they never came to tell my 
forefathers this, but permitted them to go stumbling in 
the dark to an untimely grave, not knowing where they 
were going V’

The Norsk Kirketidende (Norwegian Church Gazette) 
contains a report on the eighth General Assembly of 
the Norwegian Missionary Society. The receipts, 
which for two years have been on the decrease, 
amounted for 1857 to 4,652 dollars. The society 
maintains only one mission, at Zulu, in South Africa, 
with one pastor and four assistants. The Missionary 
Gazette has two thousand subscribers. These figures 
show that the interest of the Lutheran Church in Nor
way. whose population is nearly one and a half mil
lions, in foreign missions is still very low. The same 
may be said of all the other Lutheran Churches of 
Europe.
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S T A T I S T I C S .
T h e  P o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o l e  E a r t h , a n d  

t h e  R e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e — The director of 
the Statistical Bureau of Berlin furnishes the following 
curious statement: “ The population of the whole 
earth is estimated to be 1,288,000,000; namely, Europe,
272.000.000; Asia, 755,000,000; Africa, 200,000,000; 
America, 59,000,000; and Australia, 2,000,000. The 
population of Europe is thus subdivided: Russia con
tains 62,000,000; the Austrian States, 36,398,620; 
France, 36,039,364; Great Britain and Ireland, 
27,488,853; Prussia, 17,089,407; Turkey, 18,740,000; 
Spain, 15,518,000; the Two Sicilies, 8,616,922 ; Swe
den and Norway, 5,072,820 ; Sardinia, 4,976,034 ; Bel
gium, 4,607,066; Bavaria, 4,547,239 ; the Netherlands, 
3,487,617; Portugal, 3,471,199; the Papal States, 
3,100,000; Switzerland, 2,494,500; Denmark, 2,468,648. 
In Asia, the Chinese Empire contains 400,000,000; 
the East Indies, 171,000,000; the Indian Archipelago,
80.000.000; Japan, 35,000,000; Hindoostan and A si
atic Turkey, each 15,000,000. In America, the United 
States are computed to contain 23,191,876; Brazil, 
7,677,800; Mexico, 7,661,520. In the several nations 
of the earth there are 335,000,000 of Christians, of 
whom 170,000,000 are Papists, 89,000,000 Protestants, 
and 76,000,000 followers of the Greek Church. The 
number of Jews amounts to 5,000,000; of these 
2,890,750 are in Europe, namely: 1,250,000 in Euro
pean Russia, 853,304 in Austria, 234,248 in Prussia; 
192,176 in other parts of Germany, 62,470 in the Neth
erlands, 33,953 in Italy, 73,995 in France ; 36,000 in 
Great Britain, and 70,000 in Turkey. The followers 
of various Asiatic religions are estimated at 600,000,000, 
Mohammedans at 160,000,000, and ‘ Heathens,’ (the 
Gentiles proper,) at 200,000,000.”

R a i l w a y s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n . — See what im
mense outlays are made for man’s material interests, 
though ’tis true with the promotion of these an in
crease is hoped for in the treasury of the Lord:

The London Times says that there are nine thou
sand miles of railway in Great Britain, which has cost 
£315,000,000, or $1,575,000,000! The average inter
est which they pay is about three and a half per cent.

C h r i s t i a n i t y — I t  i s  A g g r e s s i v e  a n d  i t  i s  

P r o g r e s s i n g . — Here is a statement showing the ad
vance the Church has made. There were of Christian 
communicants in the

First ccntnry................................. 500,000
Fifth century................................  15,000,000
Tenth century..............................  50,000,000
Fifteenth century..........................  100,000,000
Eighteenth century......................  200,000,000

True, there was one century, during the madness of 
the Crusades and the locking up of the Bible, when 
there was a decrease; but take the past, and you have 
an advance of fifty millions each century, or one hun
dred and forty every day. Is there not something 
really inspiring in such a view '¡—New York Independent.

T h e  R e s o u r c e s  o f  o u r  C o u n t r y . — What these 
are in part may be inferred from the following

Statement o f the Receipts and Expenditures o f  the United 
States fo r the quarter ending March 31, 1859, exclusive 
of trust fu n d s :

r e c e i p t s .
From c u s to m s* ............................   $12,786,252 19

“ Sales of public lands.....................  490,947 78
“ Ineidental and miscellaneous

ite m s...........................................  502,319 58
“ Treasury notes issued under act

of December 23, 1857 t   160,000 00
“ Loan of 1858 .................................. 8,536,000 0 0

$22,475,519 55

e x p e n d i t u r e s .  

Civil, foreign intercourse, and miscella
neous......................................................... $6,188,058 12

Interior— (Pensions and In d ia n )  700,040 13
W ar...............................................................  4,162,969 56
N a v y .............................................................  3j675,721 72
Old public d e b t_______  $93 15
Redemption of bounty

land stock......................  100 00
Redemption of stock, loan

of 1836............................  1,500 00
Payment to creditors of 

Texas, per act of 9th
September, 1850-------   18,933 50

Payment of Treasury 
notes issued per act of 
23d December, 1857.. 3,043,300 00 

Interest on public debt, in
cluding Treasury notes 84,036 68

-------------------  3,147,968 23

S i 7,874,752 86 
F. B i g g e r , Register.

T r e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t ,
Register's Office, April 30, 1859.

* Treasury notes received in March, amounting to 
$722,629 72, not included.

t  Issued during the quarter ending 31st December, 
1858, but not covered until the next quarter.

C o m m e r c e  o f  N e w  Y o r k .—For the observation 
and study of tho?e who wish to understand the times, 
and know and teach what men ought to d o ; who 
would know how to allay fear and encourage heart and 
hope in the great mass, wo present the following state
ments from the secular papers. W e do this that pas
tors may, in the light of these facts, see and feel the 
ground of hope, and be moved to incite hope and 
awaken thanksgivings on the part of the people, that 
God, even our own God, may continue to bless us.

The imports into this port for April show a large 
gain even upon the corresponding month of 1857, 
while the total is twice as large as for April of last 
year:

Foreign Imports at New York for the month o f April.
1857. 1858. 1859.

Entered for con
sumption____ $11,155,530 $5,837,546 $15,595,741

Do- for ware- <.
housing  8,168,142 2,148,241 3,754.895

Free goods  955,428 2,658,381 2,802,542
Specie and bul

lion ................ 939,218 524,857 272,441'

Total entered at
port.................$21,218,318 $11,169,025 $22,425,619

Withdrawn fr’m 
w arehouse... 2,287,315 3,203,539 1,543,551
The imports at this port for the month of April have 

been larger than for any previous April since the 
country was first inhabited. The total foreign imports 
received here sinee January 1st are not quite as large 
as for the corresponding four months of 1857, the fall
ing off being greatest in the item of specie, but they 
are more than double the total for the same period of 
last year, as will be seen by the annexed summary :
Foreign Imports at New York for the four months 

from January lsi.
1S57. 1858. 1859.

Entered for con
sumption____ $57,314,960 $23,093,345 $61,697,937

D o. for ware
housing  19,066,239 7,200,542 9,025 517

Free g o o d s----- 6,592,569 3,567,941 10,301,338
Specie and bul

lion ...............  3,911,278 1,351,691 517,615

Total entered at
the port $86,885,046 $40,213,489 $81,542,407

Withdrawn fr’m 
w arehouse... 10,101,989 16,886,251 7,518,056

Foreign Imports at New York for ten months ending 
April 30/A.

185T. 1858. 1859.
Six months end

ing Jan. 31st.$105,254,740 $109,688,702 $91,082,433
January.............  19,006,732 8.105,719 19,447,962
February. ___  25,524,492 9,209,043 18,848,370
M arch...............  21,135,501 11,729.702 20,820,456
A p ril.................  21,218,318 11,169,025 22,425,619

Total 10 mos. .8192,139,786 $149,902,191 $172,624,840 

* «-HÍL. s

W e annex a comparative summary for the expired 
portion of the fiscal year :

Received for Customs at the port o f New York.
1857. 1858. 1S59.

Six months end
ing Jan. 1 . .  .$22,978,124 $16,345,553 $15,387,618

January.............  4,537,378 1,641,474 3,478,471
February  5,117,249 2,063,784 3,328,688
M arch...............  3,752,184 2,213,452 3,164.011
A p r il.................. 3,301,607 1.736,510 3,212,060

Total for ten 
months $39,686,544 $24,000,775 $28,570,850

Turning now to the E x p o r t s ,  we find that the total 
for April shows a large increase upon the correspond
ing month in either of the last two years :

Exports from New York to foreign ports during the
month o f  April.
1857. 1858. . 1859.

Domestic pro
duce.................. $5,162,160 $5,513,117 $5,950,921

For’gn merchan
dize ( fr e e ) ...  195,642 154,416 441,489

Do. (dutiable).. 314,343 432,393 382,289
Specie and bul

lion ...............  3,354,805 646,285 6,259,167

Total exports.. $9,026,950 $6,746,211 $13,033,866
Do. exclusive of 

specie  5,672,145 6,099,926 6.774,699

The increased shipments of producc were somewhat 
unexpected, and this statement will be encouraging to
those who have been watching our foreign trade with 
some anxiety. This brings the total exports from 
New York to foreign ports, sinco January 1st, a little 
above the corresponding total of last year, while the 
shipments of specie have been considerably larger. 
W e annex a summary of the comparative totals:

Exports from New York to foreign ports fo r four months 
from January Is/.

185T. 1858. 1859.
Domestic pro

duce................ $23,009,685 $17,934,664 $18,374,535
For. free goods. 1,006,598 509,993 949,967
Do. (dutiable).. 1,494,709 1,699,445 1,175,839
Specie and bul

lion .................. 8,669,442 9,975,010 14,279,959

Total exp orts..$34,180,434 $30,119,112 $34,780,300 
Do. exclusive of 

specie.............  25,510,992 20,344,102 20,500,341

T h e  L o n d o n  C i t y  M i s s i o n , founded twenty-four 
years ago by David Nasmith, a poor Scotchman, has 
now 350 missionaries, who last year paid 1,618,277 
visits, and distributed 4,879 copies of the Scriptures 
and 2,352,544 tracts ; they held 30,836 in-door meetings 
and Bible classes, and 4,156 open-air services. As the 
result of their labors, 792 converts united with the 
Church, 176 backsliders were restored to Church fel
lowship, 447 families commenced family worship, 140 
shops were closed on the Sabbath, 741 drunkards were 
reclaimed, 12,067 were induced to attend ragged, com
mon or Sabbath schools, 555 females were rescued 
from vice, and 3,007 adults were induced to attend 
public worship. They found 16,980 families without 
the Scriptures.

T h e  M i s s i o n a r y  A d v o c a t e  is published on the 
first of every month, for the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, by Carlton & Porter, 
200 Mulberry-street, New-York, and Swormstedt & Poe, 
corner of Main and Eighth streets, Cincinnati ; and may 
be had of them, or of J. P. Magee, 5 Cornhill, Bos
ton ; Rev. J. L. Read, Book Agent, Pittsburgh ; Mr. 
James Dew, (at Rev. I. P. Cook’s,) Baltimore; Rev.
S. Higgins, 40 North-Fourth-street, Philadelphia ; Wil
liam M. Doughty, Chicago. It is under the editorial 
supervision of the

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  

All communications for the paper should be directed 
to “ The Missionary Advocate.”

T e r m s .—For eight copies $1, forty-five copies $5, 
one hundred copies $10 per annum. For a single copy, 
sent by mail, 25 cents. Payment, in all cases, must be 
in advance.


