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GUSTAVUS VASA.

S W E D E N.
S w e d e n , or o u r  m iss io n  to  h er  p e o p le , m u st forev er  

h erea fter  fo rm  a  d istin ct ch apter in  the h is to ry  o f  ou r  

fo re ig n  m iss ion  w o r k .

The Swedes recovered their independence under 
Gustayus Vasa, in 1521. The house of Yasa ascended 
the throne in 1523, and gave to Sweden the celebrated 
Gustavus Adolphus. In 1522 the Reformation was in
troduced by Olaus Petri, a disciple of Luther, and ad
vanced with such rapidity, that in 1528, at the Diet of 
Westerâs, the king and people solemnly vowed adher
ence to the Confession of Augsburg as their standard 
of faith. The reign of Gustavas was long and pros
perous ; and Sweden, enjoying the double blessings of 
a better government and a purer religion, made more 
progress in civilization than for centuries before. The 
celebrated Gustavus Adolphus took peaceable posses
sion o f the throne in 1011. The reign of this most dis
tinguished sovereign belongs more to European than 
to Swedish history. The first years of his reign were 
devoted to internal improvements and the consolidation 
o f the valuable conquests which had been made on the 
continent. By the treaty of Stolbova, in 1617, ho ob
tained from Russia a cession of all her possessions on 
the Baltic; and b y  that of Altmark, in 1629, Livonia 
and Polish Prussia became Swedish provinces. In 1630 
he was appointed Captain-General o f the Protestant 
League, and commenced the series of brilliant vic- 
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tones, which at once saved Protestantism, and gave a 
death-blow to the ambitious aims o f  Rome. His vic
tory at Lutzen, in 1632, cost him his life, and he was 
suoceeded by his daughter Christina, when only six 
years of age.

BULGARIAN MISSION.
We have received from Rev. W . Prettyman two let

ters, one dated at Constantinople, November 9, 1857, 
and the other dated at Yama, Bulgaria, November 25, 
giving an account of their tour of exploration in the 
country, with a view of determining the location of 
their mission. We have already announced the results 
to the Church, in the letter from Rev. Mr. Long. Mr. 
Prettyman takes up his residence in Varna, and Mr. 
Long in Sliumla. These cities are distant from each 
other nearly two days’ travel by land, or about fifty 
miles. Varna is on the Black Sea, and Shumla west 
o f it in the interior. When our brethren departed 
from New-York, it was designed and expected that 
they would prosecute their mission jointly in the same 
city; but they have judged that circumstances indicate 
that they should occupy the two cities, at least for the 
present. W e shall be able to judge better when we 
know more in detail the reasons which have led them 
to select the two cities instead of one. In the mean
time the two letters from Mr. Prettyman will be read 
with interest

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , Turkey, Nov. 9,1857 

To the Corresponding Secretary:

I  have been so deeply interested in Bulgaria by our 
tour through a part of its territory, that I  desire to give 
you some account of what I  saw and heard, not so 
much to assist Brother Long in the discharge o f his 
duty as secretary of the mission, but because different 
observers may have their attention attracted in sepa
rate directions, and more information may be gleaned 
from our united testimony than if one alone should 
communicate. We feel especially warranted in this 
case to make our statement somewhat in detail, be* 
cause so little has been known of Bulgaria heretofore. 
W e were surprised to learn that none of our brethren 
of the American Board had ever been in Bulgaria 
proper. Even Dr. Hamlin had never been north of 
the Balkan. We could not find in Constantinople or 
its environs any intelligent person who had ever trav
eled in the province. We searched the bookstores in 
vain for some light. W e could find nothing that 
would yield us material assistance, in any language 
It seemed, indeed, a terra incognita; yet our failures 
stimulated our desires to go up and spy out the land; 
and if before entering it we were astonished that others 
had not traveled through it, and made efforts to occupy 
it, we were still more astonished as we traversed its 
rich plains, and mingled with its interesting people. I 
confess that I  had formed a very imperfect conception 
of the beauty of this field, and of the prospect which it 
presents of a rich and abundant harvest I  ought to 
have said that, in Sur search for information, we were 
led on by the wisdom and energy of Bishop Simpson, 
so that you will be assured that part of the work was 
well done, though the result was so small. I  men
tioned in my former letter that Rev. E. E. Bliss, o f this 
city, had, with the advice of his brethren of the mission, 
kindly consented to go with us, and assist us in the 
objects of our tour. I  have now to say that this selec
tion was for us a most fortunate one. Our obligation 
to Mr. Bliss is increased by the fact that, two days be
fore we started, his wife was attacked with bilious fever, 
which confined her to her bed at the time of our de
parture. Believing, however, that he was in the path 
of duty, he committed all his interests into the hands 
of his Lord and Master, and with the true faith of the 
Christian, entered without hesitation upon the proposed 
journey.

Yama, Shumla, and Rutschuck.—Our plan was to visit 
Yama, Shumla, and Rutschuck. We took passage on 
the Austrian steamer bound for Galatz, and at two 
o’clock on Wednesday, the 21st of October, they 
weighed anchor at the mouth of the Golden Horn, and 
in a few minutes were passing amid the magnificent 
scenery of the Bosphorus. The next morning at day
light we were called from our berths to catch the first 
glimpse of Varna; and as I  stepped upon deck, my 
eyes were permitted to behold at last the coast of Bul
garia, the scene of my future labors, the land to which 
I have given myself, and to reach which I  have jour
neyed so far. I felt that my voyage was indeed ended, 
and a strange and unexpected impression was made 
upon my mind that Varna would be the place of my 
location. We landed about eight o’clock, and before 
we had time to breakfast and call upon the British
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consol, to whom we had letters, he came to our lodg
ings and invited us to dine with him.

Varna is beautifully situated, strongly fortified, and, 
contrary to oar expectation, quite healthy. It is the 
principal seaport of the province, and is the chief place 
of trade for merchants in the interior as far as Sophia. 
Here a missionary could have access for forming ac
quaintances, obtaining information, and circulating 
Bibles and religious books in every part of the 
province.

The government is very mild and tolerant. There 
will be 110 serious ecclesiastic opposition. In short, we 
were convinced that it should be occupied speedily and 
permanently. "We had an interview with a man who 
proposed teaching us Bulgarian. W e estimated him 
as only a second-rate teacher, but could probably do 
better when further acquainted. W e spent a delight
ful evening with Mr. Bennett, the consul. He is a son 
of the late chaplain o f the British embassy at Constan
tinople. His wife had been raised a Wesleyan Meth
odist, and when I  proposed prayer before leaving, it 
was quite encouraging to see her bring out Wesleyan 
Hymn Books for the company. W e could have an 
English congregation at once of from fifteen to twenty. 
W e called upon the pasha with onr imperial firman, 
asking him to have us provided with horses for our
selves, and a wagon for onr luggage. He received us 
with dignified courtesy, had coffee and pipes brought, 
of which we partook, and assured us that our wishes 
6hould be attended to.

Skumla.—Friday morning, the 23d, we mounted our 
horses, and set out for Shumla, two days distant. Our 
road lay for ten miles along a beautiful lake; still fur
ther in the interior are other smaller lakes, which adorn 
the surface of the plains. The appearance of the 
country continually reminded me of the finest and best 
portions o f  our Western prairie country, as, for in
stance, o f Northern Illinois, except that it was more 
Interspersed with high bluffs, rising up from the surface 
o f  the plain, and fragmentary mountains, scattered 
here and there.

W e crossed several plains which were unbroken for 
twelve to fifteen miles, but on the second day, as we 
approached Shumla, we entered a plain from fifty to 
sixty miles long, by about twenty-five broad. The 
people live altogether in villages, and cultivate about 
one fourth of the land. They are remarkable for in
dustry and cleanliness.

Turlcs and Bulgarians.— We soon learned to distin
guish a Bulgarian from a Turkish village, by the ap
pearance of things as we rode through them. W e did 
not reach our stopping-place until after dark, but found 
that through the kindness of the telegraph superintend
ent at Varna, our coming had been announced, and our 
room and supper provided. All was very neat and 
clean, though plain and humble; and after an excellent 
supper, I laid down, with a grateful heart, to sleep for 
the first time beneath a Bulgarian roof. Between 
Varna and Shumla we met between nine hundred and 
a thousand wagons, mostly loaded with wheat, and 
bound for Varna. W e reached Shumla about four 
o’clock on Saturday. Here, too, our coming had been 
telegraphed; the only English lady in the city had 
prepared a choice dinner, with which to welcome us, 
while her husband had taken his horse and rode over 
the plain to meet us. W e were so unfortunate as to 
have missed him, but he returned in an hour, and we 
sat down to enjoy their hospitality.

Here we found an excellent teacher of the Bulgarian. 
W e also learned that Shumla was the cheapest place to 
live we had ever been in. A  good sized loaf o f bread 
can be bought for one and a half cents, a chicken for 
five cents, and eggs for two cents a dozen, etc. Tues
day morning, October 27, we departed for Rutschuck. 
The country was more rolling and unbroken, but still

very beautiful. Rutschuck is the largest place we 
visited, and in several respects pleads strongly for mis
sionaries. W . P r e t t y m a n .

V a b n a , Bulgaria, Nov. 25, 1857. 
To the Corresponding Secretary :

My last letter closed with Rutschuck. The Prussian 
consul there, to whom we had a letter from Mr. Ben
nett, of Varna, received us with marked attontion, 
rejoicing heartily at the prospect of a Protestant mis
sion in Bulgaria. Within the last ten years he has 
written at different times to several religious bodies 
asking for missionaries ; among these he mentioned 
the Wesleyans ofxEngland. I f  our friends at home 
could have heard him urging a station at Butschuck, it 
seems to me that, notwithstanding the financial press
ure, both the money and the men would be offered 
freely.

W e now sat down to review our tour and arrange 
and sum up the data which would determine our loca
tion. Our conclusion was, that as Rutschuck offered 
no suitable facilities for acquiring the Bulgarian lan
guage, as there was not a person in the cit}' who spoke 
or understood the English to any considerable extent, 
and as living was more expensive there than at either 
Varna or Shumla, we could not occupy it at present. 
Shumla was soon disposed of; one or both of us would 
go there, but the consideration o f  Varna was more dif
ficult. W e had never thought o f  separating and occu
pying two points until after we entered Bulgaria. W e 
had taken the precaution to write from Varna to Bish
op Simpson, at Smyrna, on the subject. After looking 
at the whole matter thoroughly and prayerfully, we de
cided that, if Bishop Simpson did not oppose the plan, 
Brother Long would go to Shumla and I  to Varna.

Our return was by the way of the Danube. The 
prospect in passing down the river is by no means so 
inviting and beautiful as by the overland route. In
deed, little or nothing is to be seen from the deck of 
the steamer but the borders of a flat miasmatic region, 
covered with coarse grass. A  traveler would never 
conceive of the rich fertile plains which form the in
terior of the country. The country of the lower Mis
sissippi is not unlike that o f the lower Danube, except 
that the former is in a higher state of cultivation. The 
passage at the mouth from the river into the Black Sea 
is a dangerous one. Sixteen vessels had been wrecked 
there within three weeks, and as we approached the sea 

.its appearance was boisterous and threatening. We 
took on board an excellent pilot, and headed out to 
Eea. The breakers dashed fearfully against our noble 
steamer until the timbers seemed strained to her center, 
but 6hc gallantly plowed her way through them. As 
we passed amid the wrecks, gratitude to the Author of 
all good arose in our hearts for his merciful deliver
ance from impending danger.

The second night out, which was the last before 
reaching Constantinople, we encountered a heavy 
storm. Brother Long and I  suffered as we had not 
done at any previous time. The night was the longest 
I  have ever passed.

Monday morning, November 2d, we reached Con
stantinople, surprising our friends by our speedy return. 
Our families were well. Mrs. Bliss had quite recov
ered, and a gracious and omnipresent Providence had 
preserved and restored those who remained, and watch
ed over those who journeyed4. I ought to have men
tioned at the proper place that Mr. Bliss telegraphed 
from Shumla, and in reply was informed that his wife 
was improving. I cannot leave this subject without 
referring again to Mr. Bliss’s valuable services on this 
tour. Being an experienced traveler in these regions, 
he kindly undertook the superintendence of the journey, 
which, by the wav, means cooking, etc., in some places, 
as well as locomotion. He not only did all in his

power to promote the comfort and expedition of the 
company, but also by his knowledge of the Turkish 
language, and especially by his zeal for the cause of 
God, he was led to make such inquiries from time to 
time, and draw forth such information, as was o f the 
greatest importance to us in affording data for our final 
decision. I  consider, therefore, that all who are inter
ested in the Bulgarian mission are under obligation to 
Mr. Bliss for his timely and important assistance.

W .  P r e t t y m a n .

T h e  B u l g a r i a n s .— The two missionaries who have 
now come for this people are educated men, (one of 
them a physician as well as a minister of the Gospel,) 
and what is of more consequence than all, they appear 
to be men of a truly evangelical spirit, who “ have a 
heart for the w'ork.” Before a very long time other 
missionaries are expected for the Bulgarians, from the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis
sions. They are to take the country South o f the Bal
kan Mountains, while the Methodist brethren are to 
confine themselves to the north, the thing having been 
arranged by mutual agreement between the two socie
ties. In this way there need be no interference, and a 
very vigorous onset will be made upon the whole Bul
garian race.—News o f the Churches.

C H I N A .
R e v . D e . W e n t w o b t h , as our readers have no

ticed, made a voyage to Shanghai for the improvement 
of his health. He gives us, in the letter following, the 
results o£^iis observation in the missions there:

More than fifty  missionaries, married and single, have 
been sent to this single field within the last twelve 
years. The London Mission is the oldest and stron
gest mission in China. It has had hut two deaths and 
one return in a dozen years, and has been repeatedly 
re-enforced. It has seven men here, o f whom five are 
veterans, laborious and learned men. They attribute 
their superior longevity to exercise and strong beer. 
The average of life in Shanghai, taking all the mission
aries, is about five years; that of the London mission 
is six.

The next most vigorous mission is the American Epis
copal ; and this through its schools, which are con
ducted by unmarried females. The most successful o f 
the American missions is the Baptist, who, after labor
ing hopelessly for ten years, are now reaping a rich 
harvest o f souls. The Methodist, Presbyterian, and 
American Board of Missions, are later upon the 
ground, but rival the older missions in diligence and 
prospects of ultimate success. The Church of England 
Mission has but one laborer left out of five that have 
been sent out at different periods ; and he is also bur
dened with the acting chaplaincy of the foreign com
munity and the Sailors’ Bethel, besides having ia 
charge a boarding-school of thirty native boys.

Our Methodist brethren have with them a most elo
quent native preacher, a very valuable acquisition. 
This mission has also a fine cylinder press, and several 
thousand dollars’ worth of type, Chinese and English ; 
but are not able to set it in motion for want of funds. 
Dr. Jenkins thinks it would take five thousand dollars 
to put it in efficient operation.

There are thirty missionaries actively engaged, o f va
rious continuance here, from seven months to twelve 
years, the whole time that has elapsed since the port 
was opened to mission effort. The entire mission 
corps, women and children included, makes up a com
munity of upward of seventy persons. This constitutes 
a large circle for Bocial enjoyment and mutual im
provement. Personal piety cannot languish where it 
is constantly enlivened by contact with so many ardent 
hearts. Missionaries are tha most catholic people in 
the world; and, were they not irrevocably identified 
with the cast-iron frame-work of religious systems at 
home, they would know no bar to a9 perfect unity of 
practice and sentiment as is possible in this world of 
differences. In comparing the missions here with ours 
in Fuh Chau, I am struck with their great advance of 
us, resulting from the greater number of those who 
have been long in the field, the presence o f veterans in 
labor and learning, and perhaps the grcntcr ease of ac
quisition of the Shanghai dialect over that of Fuh 
Chau.
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Printing and Schools.—The London Mission has two 
cylinder presses in operation here, and one or two in 
llong Kong, furnished by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. They are printing and circulating the 
“  Shan-ti” Scriptures with a rapidity that distances all 
competition. W e Americans are doing nothing. The 
Bible is not even translated; and when it is, it is to be 
slowly issued on wooden blocks, for want of the con
centrated energy which the British bring to bear upon 
their enterprise. Two thousand dollars for a press, 
fixtures, and freight, with five thousand for type, and a 
Current expense of five hundred a year, would be re
quired to set in motion the printing of the Scriptures 
in China: a printer is an absolute essential. I  despair 
of its being undertaken by any single society. Will 
the American Boards unite to establish a press at Hong 
Kong or Shanghai for issuing the Scriptures f The 
New Testament is ready, and China ought to be 
flooded with it. The Church can afford to lose ninety- 
xiine copies if the hundredth will take effect. The effi
ciency o f female teachers is clearly apparent from the 
boarding-schools of Shanghai. The Episcopal Mission 
has forty girls and forty-two boys in the hands of three 
unmarried ladies; and in its chapel, including its 
schools, teachers, domestics, outsiders, and the girls’ 
school of Mrs. Dr. Bridgman, musters a Sabbath attend
ance of over two hundred persons, to whom the Gospel 
is preached from week to week, attended with all the 
forms of stated Christian worship.

Three o f the Baptist Mission, one man, his wife, and 
the wife of another, are going home. Two o f those that 
remain are in such health as to demand retirement. 
The Shanghai missionaries are well housed, showing 
how much of the lives, and labor, and the early work
men, have been devoted to brick and mortar. I envy 
them some things; their abundant social intercourse 
and sympathy, regular mails, and ice in hot weather. 
I do not grudge them their low situation and intermit
tent fevers. God’s providence directed the establish
ment of the missions at Shanghai. It is the outlet of a 
vast country, and the seaport of powerful and populous 
cities, in the interior of which the missionaries already 
have unquestioned access.

Opium T rade.—A  paper was read at a late Con
ference of the Evangelical Alliance, held in London. 
It was stated that one hundred thousand chests of 
opium were sent to China last year. Ten millions of 
pounds, or above forty millions of dollars per annum, 
arc said to have been expended annually by the Chinese 
for this ruinous drug.

A F R I C A .
S o m e t h i n g  N e w .—Vessels owned by citizens of 

Liberia have left Baltimore in several instances, but 
we do not remember any occurrence of the kind in the 
port o f New-York, prior to the one which occurred on 
Monday, January 5th, 1858. On that day Messrs. 
Yates & Porterfield, o f this city, cleared the brig G. C. 
Ackeriy. This brig is owned by E. J. Roye, Esq., of 
Liberia. He bought and paid for her in our port, and 
he too has, as we understand, furnished the principal 
part of her cargo. Mr. Roye is a merchant, and was 
lately a candidate for the presidency of the republic. 
His enterprise and real personal worth entitle him to 
much consideration. This gentleman and his wife are 
on board, returning to their country after an absence 
of nearly or quite eight months. Our best wishes ac
company* them.

A f r i c a n  I n t e r i o r  S e t t l e m e n t s .— The Maryland 
Colonization Journal, speaking of the successful estab
lishment of the interior settlement for colonists from 
America at Carysburg, Africa, where no danger from 
nn inhospitable climate is experienced, remarks as 
fullows:

With such results of our first experiment, wc may 
reasonably hope that a new era is to dawn upon Afri
can colonization, notwithstanding all that has been 
paid of abolition opposition, the aversion of the colored 
people to emigrate, their willingness and fitness to re

main in a state of servitude, and social and political 
degradation. The true cause why they have not emi
grated by thousands and tens of thousands is, the in
salubrity of the coast settlements in Liberia, and of the 
whole coast line o f tropical Africa. The fact once 
well established, that the interior settlements are free 
from this pest, there will be no lack of emigration. 
The causes which shall induce the society to place 
more emigrants on the seaboard, instead o f the interior, 
must be very weighty, for great will be their respon
sibility.

INDIA.
Oub M ission in India.—It is very important that 

the missionary cause of our Church should rest more 
than it now generally does, upon the intelligence and 
the conscience of both pastors and people. W e all 
should be thoroughly informed and deeply impressed 
with our duty, as imposed on us by the commands of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In addition to 
this, both pastors and people should be well informed 
as to the deplorable condition of the millions to whom 
the Gospel is not yet preached, and among whom it 
has not taken effect; and all should know how little 
has yet been done, and be advised of the numerous and 
promising doors now open, and about to be opened, for 
the extension of the kingdom of Christ in the earth. 
As we have just taken the first steps in the establish
ment of a mission in the interior of India, we commend 
to the careful reading and consideration of the Church, 
the following article from the London Daily News. It 
is a true and simple statement of the condition of the 
great mass of the people of India, made by one long 
actively employed among them, not as a military or 
civil officer, but as an intelligent and practical me
chanic.

In firder to overthrow this terrible system of degra
dation and darkness, the Christian missions must act 
in co-operation with the government. The first de
cisive step of the government should be, to declare 
itself Christian, both in its administration and in its 
schools; and to utterly disregard all castes and cere
monies of Hindoos or Mohammedans, which are a bar 
to the free working o f the government, and to the free 
action of every individual as a British subject, so that 
he may pursue any trade, or turn from one trade to 
another, according to his interests or his wishes.. And 
the government should use its authority and power to 
prevent the use of any religious ceremony which en
dangers the public health or the life o f any human 
being. And while the government pursues this policy, 
and offers protection to all in the free exercise of their 
religion, except as in cases above specified, the Chris
tian missions should be diligent and bold in publishing 
the Gospel to the people, and in distributing informa
tion by means of the press. But that the Church may 
understand the greatness and the difficulty of the work 
to be done in India, we again ask their patient perusal 
of the following article from the London Daily News :

No person who has not actually lived among and 
conversed with the people of India can form any ade
quate notion of the state of degradation, both bodily and 
mentally, to which paganism has reduced the inhabit
ants of this fine country, and this degradation can be 
traced solely and distinctly to their religion, which not 
only stands as a complete barrier to all improvement, 
but compels them to submit to all those debasing and 
detestable practices which render them the slaves of 
despotism, and, indeed, instills into their minds from 
their birth notions which entirely prevent the free exer
cise of their bodily and mental faculties.

Many of the Hindoos are tall, powerful-built men, 
often taller than Europeans, and, from being born in 
the country, more able to support the extreme heat of 
the climate, and yet in no kind of physical exercise are 
ten Hindoos more than one Englishman; and often it 
requires more than forty or fifty natives to do the same 
work as an Englishman. This is true of almost every 
kind of labor, from the rudest to the most skillful kind. 
I have had hundreds of them under me as carpenters, 
bricklayers, blacksmiths, sawyers, cxcavators, laborers, 
and in’ the office as clerks, writers, etc.; and in every 
kind of business I find them the same imbecile and

worthless people for every work requiring either bodily 
or mental exertion.

Unlike us Christians, their system enters into 
every little minute affair of their daily lives. They are 
all divided into castes, and these are subdivided into 
minor castes, each of which is bound by rules and laws 
of the most ridiculous character; any violation of the 
least o f these is esteemed a more heinous crime than 
even murder. A  native carpenter must not use grease 
to his saw; a native smith must only work with his 
body in a particular position; a native sawyer must 
only cut wood according to a certain fashion; they 
must only eat a particular kind of food, cooked in a 
particular manner, and at a particular time, and in a 
particular kind of vessel; the lowest caste man will not 
allow another of his fellows to see him eat; no man 
will drink even water out of another’s vessel, and. 
every one carries about with him his own little brass 
pot. No stranger must cross the threshold of his little 
hut for fear of defiling it, and low-caste men must not 
approach nearer than a certain number of paces to per
sons of higher caste; his miserable garments must be 
worn only in a particular manner; he will not take a 
morsel of any kind of refreshment from a person of a 
different creed, even if ever so destitute: he will not 
allow a man of inferior caste to take water from the 
same well as himself. If of high caste, he will never 
drink water from a public pump or fountain; he will 
not touch a dead body, or the bone of an animal; he 
will not allow salt, or vinegar, or any kind of spirit, to 
enter his mouth ; neither will he eat anything tnat has 
life. In many places whole villages are set apart for 
particular castes, and no stranger is allowed even to 
walk into the village, if they can prevent him. I f  he 
meets with any accident he cannot go to the European 
hospitals, nor allow a European doctor to enter his 
house. He must not enter a new workshop, nor even 
a new shed, nor use a new tool, without the perform
ance of a ceremony, such as sacrificing a black sheep 
and smearing its blood upon all around. At stated 
times he must take long and expensive journeys to 
visit his god, and for this purpose he often borrows 
money at large interest, and pledges his jewels, etc., 
and becomes impoverished for life. He must follow no 
trade or occupation except he was bom to it. A  car
penter may be a blacksmith or a sawyer, but he must 
not bore a hole unless he belongs to the borer’s caste. 
A  barber must not become a washerman, or a shoe
maker a tailor. Every one must continue for life in his 
own caste, and do exactly as his fellows. They must 
not take food except it be on the dry land. Even the 
commonest laborers maintain the most absurd and 
stupid distinctions. Thus, one class of laborers always 
carry their burdens on their heads, another class on 
their shoulders; and nothing can persuade them to 
alter. It is the “  law of their god,”  and should they 
violate this they would lose their caste, and this is 
looked upon by them as worse than death itself.

But it is not only the restrictions of caste that com
pel the people to live in ignorance and barbarism : it 
imposes upon them other and more terrible evils. For 
many centuries they always burned the widow with the 
dead body of the husband, or else compelled her to be
come the slave and outcast of the family; and before 
the English government put a stop to this vile practice 
upward of fifty thousand young females were burned 
alive every year. Over a vast proportion of India they 
used to destroy their female infants as soon as they 
were bom, and although the exertions of the govern
ment for the last thirty years have greatly diminished 
this unnatural practice, it is estimated even now that 
the number of children thus sacrificed annually is sixty 
thousand or more. They never allow their females to 
be educated at all. The higher class of women are 
always shut up all their lives at home, and the lower 
class’ work like common slaves for a penny and a half 
per day at all kinds of rude and laborious work, and, in 
short, do all the heavy work while the men sit in idle
ness. They generally marry their daughters at three 
or four years old, and should their husbands die di
rectly after, they are never allowed to have another. I 
have two of my establishment, whose children (only 
three years eld) are already married, and, before the 
English came, it was a law among them that any man 
who allowed his daughter to attain twelve years of age 
before being married, was doomed to die by drowning, 
and any man who brought his wife iiito society, was 
deemed guilty of death ; the consequence of this is, that 
while the men are all women, the women are all beasts, 
and any attempts to persuade them to adopt a better 
course, are met by the objection that “ it is the law of 
their god,” and they cannot allow it to be altered. The 
people shave off the hair from their heads, leaving a 
long lock in the middle, and a tuft on each side ; they 
daub their faces with white, and yellow, and red paint, 
to show their caste, and smear their bodies with cow 
dung or urine to purify themselves. Many thousands 
of them take long journeys to Benares, or to other 
places, to visit some favorite idol, and bring back with 
them a pot of water from the sacred river. These 
journeys take many months to accomplish, and num
bers of people perish on the roads, and leave their un
buried carcases to be devoured by the birds of prey or 
the wild beasts; but their fate does not deter a fresh
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lot from going the next year, and if they return in 
safety they are deified. They shave all the hair off 
their heads and bodies, rub themselves with ashes, and 
march stark naked through the town, accompanied with 
flags and native music, and followed by crowds of ad
miring young people of both sexes, who offer to them 
incense, presents of fruit, say prayers to them, and look 
upon them as superior beings. What would we think 
of such sights in London ? And yet these spectacles 
are common in almost every- part of India; and al
though the advance of civilization has done something 
to soften down the worst features of paganism, yet 
quite enough remains to excite the deepest disgust in 
the breast of every sensible mind.

The Hindoos ■worship the cow, the monkey, the kite, 
the Biver Ganges, and the Kistna, a wooden horse,* a 
cocoa-nut, a lump o f  round stone, and the smallpox. 
The Parsees worship fire, and declare every one who 
presumes to blow the fire with his mouth to be worthy 
o f  death. The Buddhists worship a monkey’s tooth, 
and I  know not how many other fooleries ; and surely 
it requires no great amount o f discernment to discover 
the vast advantages that must accrue to a people when 
relieved from all these absurd and disgraceful tram
mels, and left free to think and to act as rational and 
sensible beings.

It cannot, I  think, be denied that missionary exer
tions do contribute to effect this desirable end more 
than any means that have hitherto been tried. It is 
their fal§e religion that stands in the way o f every im
provement, and it is only by attacking this that we can 
reasonably hope for success.

A t Masalipatam, about forty miles from here, is a 
station of the Church Missionary Society, with four or 
five ministers. One of these has a large school for 
boys, and his wife another for girls, numbering nearly 
two hundred in all. These children are orphans or 
outcasts ; and they are here clothed, fed, and educated; 
they teach them to read, write, and speak both in En
glish and Teloogoo; they learn arithmetic, geography, 
needlework, and household duties; they dress clean 
and decent, and form a striking contrast to the wretched 
native children. They marry all the girls when old 
enough, and the boys are engaged in various govern
ment and commercial situations ; the government now 
and then gives them a trifle, but the school is almost 
entirely supported by voluntary subscriptions, and any
body who will pay a trifle annually can have a child 
placed there the first vacancy, and called by their 
name. This school has been more than twelve years 
in operation, and has saved some hundreds of children 
from ruin. The lady is an elderly person, and the 
mother of a family, and her heart appears completely 
engrossed with the work. Another of the missionaries 
has a classical day-school, to which all respectable 
native boys are invited, without regard to creed or 
caste. Here they receive a first-rate European educa
tion, and learn to speak and write English. I  have 
three of these scholars now in my employ, and one of 
these is far better educated than I  am. These scholars 
are not obliged to become Christians unless they 
please; but every two or three years a few of them 
openly renounce paganism, and then a great row takes 
place; and on one or two occasions the Brahmin 
priests raised such a tumult that they were obliged to 
apply to the civil power for protection. Three times 
they have been compelled to shut up this school for a 
time, as all the scholars were taken away, and after a 
few months they re-opened it, and a few gradually re
turned until the school became as popular as ever. 
Last year two young Brahmins openly deserted the 
faith o f their fathers and avowed themselves Chris
tians ; and this, as usual, made a great stir. The gen
tleman who conducts this school is a bachelor about 
forty years o f age. He has been fifteen years in this 
country, and his salary is about three hundred pounds 
per annum, and he has now about fourteen Brahmin 
converts, all young men of respectability, living with 
him, some o f  whom are assistants to him in the great 
work, of regenerating his fellow-men. On one or two 
occasions they have visited me all together, and their 
gentlemanly behavior and clean and becoming style o f 
dress, contrasts strongly with the vile and disgusting 
habits of their countrymen. A  Hindoo Brahmin gen
erally struts along with an air of arrogance, as though 
the ground was not good enough for him; his body 
nearly naked, his head shaved, and his forehead and 
face bedaubed with all 6orts of colors, yellow, white, 
red, etc., his arms and legs decked with rings, and the 
sacred lock of black hair flowing d^wn from his other
wise bald pate like a horse’s tail. Go to those who 
hare'embraced Christianity, their skin looks clean and 
wholesome, no paint nor tatooing, their dress a clean 
wlilte frock and girdle and a neat turban, their de
meanor mild, respectful, and gentlemanly, they appear 
quite a different race of beings; the change can only be 
properly understood by those who are iu the habit of 
seeing and speaking with them.

In many parts of the country our missionaries pub
lish periodicals and newspapers in the native tongue. 
The American mission press at Madras prints many of 
these publications in beautiful type, upon good paper, 
and they sell them to the natives for half the price they 
supply Europeans. These publications contain an im

mense mass o f valuable and interesting matter calcu
lated to awaken curiosity and convey instruction, and 
dissipate many of their absurd and stupid prejudices. 
They also supply books of all kinds for the use of 
native reading societies; and upon all subjects of 
science and useful knowledge, they do more to convey 
valuable learning than any other means that have ever 
yet been tried.

In India the principal Protestant missionaries are the 
English, the Americans, the Danish, and the Mora
vians. Of these the two former are the chief. The 
Roman Catholics likewise have their missionaries, but 
Popish Christianity is merely paganism in a Christian 
dress, and a Roman Catholic native can scarcely be 
distinguished from a pagan. The Church of Rome 
allows them to follow all their old absurd and hateful 
customs, and do anything that they please, if they will 
only worship the Virgin Mary and the saints instead 
of their former idols, and go to the Popish priest once 
a month instead of the Brahmin one. Two of my 
servants are Roman Catholics, and I  have seen a little 
of their mock Christianity; and, as a young Brahmin 
once said to me, their festivals and processions are just 
like a pagan ceremony. Often the Brahmins refer to 
them to prove that there is no real difference between 
Christianity and heathenism; as to instruction, the 
more ignorant they can keep their votaries the better.

I f  I were asked what advantage would accrue to the 
people of India should they all become Christians, I 
need only refer to the difference between a native and 
a European government. There can be no doubt that 
the government of the East India Company is capable 
o f many great improvements ; but faulty as it may be, 
it is as much superior to the native governments as the 
sun is superior to a candle.

M i s s i o n s  i n  I n d i a .—As everything relating to the 
introduction and spread of the Christian religion in any 
form in India is o f great interest to the Church and the 
world, it may not be amiss to refer to the Roman 
Catholic missions in the East We find in the Madras 
Directory a detailed and tabular account of these mis
sions. The whole Peninsula of India is mapped out 
into apostolic vicariates, and occupied by vicars-apos- 
tolic. To these are to be added the vicariates and 
dioceses in Siam, Pegu, Ava, the Malayan Peninsula, 
and in Cochin China, and China. The Protestant 
world is scarcely aware of the great extent of these 
missions in former times, when" the Portuguese and 
Spanish power was predominant in the East. The fol
lowing table will show their present extent, excluding 
China^and Cochin China. We take it from the Madras 
Directory, through the Rambler o f London, and give it 
publicity to stir up the Protestant Churches to greater 
activity.

Catholic
Y ic a e i a t e s . Bishops. Priests. population.

Madras............... .. 1 ___ . .  18 . . . . . . . . . .  44,480
Hyderabad........ 6 ........
Vizagapatam — .. 1 ___ . .  1 5 ......... ........  7,130
Pondicherry----- .. 1 ___ . .  5 3 ........ ........  100,000
Mysore.............. .. 1 ---- . .  16 . . . . .  17,110
Coimbatore----- .. 1 ---- . .  11 ........ ___  17,200
Madura ............ .. 1 ---- . .  37 ........ ........  140,000
Quilon.......... .. . .  16 ........ ........  49,200
Verapoly........... .. 1 ____ . .  439 ........ ___  228,206
Mangalore........ .. 1 ---- . .  24 .......... ___  30,480
Bom bay............. . .  2 ----- ........  17,100
Agra.................. .. 1 ___ . .  2 5 ........ . . . .  20,000
Patna................. .. 1 ___ . .  1 0 ........ ........  3,400
Western Bengal .. 1 ---- . .  1 2 ........ . . . .  15,000
Eastern Bengal. 1 . . . . 6 , . . . . ........  9,000
Ava and Pegu. - .. 1 ---- .. 11 ....... ........  5,300
Malayan Peninsula 1 ----- . .  2 3 ........ -----  5,400
Siam.............— .. 1 . . . . . .  12 . . . . . . . . .  4,900
Jaffna................. .. 1 . . . . . .  17 ........
Colom bo--------- . .  2 . . . . . .  1 8 ........ ___  90,900

Total . . . . 22 802 968,656

P a g a n i s m  s u s t a i n e d  b y  a  C h r i s t i a n  G o v e r n 

ment,—it Was stated in a public meeting in Edin
burgh, that the sum paid in the Bombay Presidency 
alone to heathen temples was seventy thousand pounds. 
Assistance was also given to idolatry, through an in
nocent-looking item called “  village expenses,’ ’ devoted 
to wandering religious teachers, dresses for the idols, 
etc. The Educational Board was half composed of 
heathens.

F R A N C E .
The church in Paris, to erect which the Rev. Dr. 

Kirk went out from Boston, will cost at least forty- 
eight thousand dollars. Anson G. Phelps, Esq., 
Treasurer of the American and Foreign Christian 
Union, says: “  There will have been about thirty thou
sand dollars paid on account, leaving about eighteen 
thousand dollars to be paid next year, or to remain on 
mortgage.”

C h i e f  C i t i e s  o f  P r a n c e .—The Annmire du 
Bureau des Longitudes for 1858 publishes the following 
as the population o f the twenty-five first, cities and 
towns of France, according to the quinquennial census 
o f 1856: Paris, 1,174,346; Lyons, 292,731; Marseilles, 
233,817; Bordeaux, 149,928; Nantes, 108,530; Rouen, 
103,222; Toulouse, 103,144; St. Etienne, 94,432; 
Toulon, 82,705; Lille, 78,641; Strasburg, 77,655; 
Metz, 64,727 ; Havre, 64,137 ; Amiens, 56,587; Brest, 
54,293; Rheims, 51,725; Angiers, 50,726; Montpelier, 
49,737; Nancy, 48,199; Orleans, 46,922 ; Limoges, 
46,564; Rannes, 45,645 ; Becanson, 43,544; Caer, 
41,394; and Tours, 38,055.

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
C h i l i .—A  law authorizing the raising of a loan of 

seven millions of dollars, to complete the Valparaiso 
and Southern Railroads, have been passed. Large 
grants have been made toward the erection of custom
houses, wharves, and other public works.

The works of the electric telegraph, between San
tiago and Talca, are progressing, and will be com
pleted in a short time.

C A L I F O R N I A .
S a n  E r a n c i s c o .—A  collection was taken up in the 

different Protestant churches on Sunday, Dec. 6, for 
the benefit o f the Protestant Orphan Asylum. The 
total sum collected was Si ,186 35.

The San Jose Tribune estimates the population of 
California at 597,000. This estimate is based upon the 
returns of the local assessors. Of this population, 
332.250 are Americans ; 65,500 Indians ; 38,500 Chi
nese; 15,000 Erench; 15,000 Mexicans; 10,000 Ger
mans; 10,000 Irish; 2,000 English; and about 4,000 
colored persons.

C h i n e s e  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .—It is evi
dent that not so many are leaving the country as 
formerly, while the arrivals from China are by no 
means diminishing. During the months of July, Au
gust, and September last, only one thousand sixty- 
eight passengers left California for China, o f whom one 
thousand and thirty-nine were males and twenty-inine 
females. In the same time there arrived from China 
five thousand five hundred and fifty-two, of whom only 
two hundred and sixty-three were women, and fifteen 
children. This shows a net gain in the arrivals over 
the departures of over five hundred per cent. This is 
a great numerical accession to our population, and 
sufficiently so to render the question of the usefulness 
of this class of immigration an urgent and important one.

I N D I A N  MI S S I O N' S .
T he S e n e c a  I n d i a n  M i s s i o n , Genesee Conference. 

Rev. C. D. Brooks, missionary.
Members, 38; probationers, 33; local preachers, 2 

Total membership, 73.
Baptisms: adults, 7; children, 7. Total, 14.
One Sunday school. Officers and teachers, 16; 

scholars, 60; volumes in library, 300.
Raised for benevolent purposes, $5 45.
One church edifice, worth $1,800.

C. D. B u r l i n q h a m , Superintendent.
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MISSIONS TO FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
I m m i g r a t i o n  t o e  1857.—Brethren, Christian pas

tors, and citizens of this great Protestant common
wealth, we pray you to study the facts and figures of 
this paper. Who shall look after these people, and see 
that they are made wholesome citizens and Christian 
men?

The immigration at this port during the past year 
was larger than for several years previous. . This is 
shown by the following table, prepared from the books 
of the Commissioners of Emigration. The proportion 
of Irish and Germans is also given. The latter, as 
appears, still constitute much the largest ingredient in 
the annual accession to our population from foreign 
parts:

1858. 1854 1855. 1856. 1857.
January. . . - 4,901 15,514 7,485 2,344 5,880
February. . . 11,958 4,446 6,123 2,224 4,331
M arch----- . 9,685 3,758 2,069 4,584 3,319
A p r il........ . 23,283 31,148 10,195 8,295 21,531
M a y .......... . 30,212 54,078 24,177 19,006 29,051
June.......... 45,578 25,807 19,427 20,024 22,525
Ju ly .......... . 22,898 35,247 15,716 15,846 26,722
August----- . 33,632 39,416 9,180 17,253 12,913
September. - 30,288 25,759 11,706 14,078 20,354
October . . . . 23,201 38,378 13,342 16,986 17,420
November . . 31.485 20,276 7,453 16,745 13,736
December.. . 17,824 25,396 9,360 4,287 5,991

284,945 319,223 136,233 141,672 184,773

The proportion of Irish and Germans arrived at this 
port during the last ten years, is seen from the follow
ing statement :

Prom Ireland. Germany.
1848 ................... 98,061   51,973
1849 ................  112,691   55,705
1850 ................  117,038   45,535
1851 ................  163,256   69,883
1852 ................  118,611   118,531
1853 ................  113,164   119,644
1854 ................... 82,302   176,986
1855 ..................  43,043   52,892
1856 ..................  43,996   55,846
1857 ................... 57,106   78,758

The emigrant arrivals at New-York usually com
prise about three fourths of the entire foreign immigra
tion of the country.

It is believed that the emigration from Ireland alone 
will be diminished during the spring, in consequence 
of the recent financial depression in this country. The 
emigration from Germany will probably, on the con
trary, be as large as ever at that season. The expected 
fluctuation in the number of emigrants from the two 
countries which supply our foreign recruits, is ac
counted for by the fact, that the Irish generally come 
here for labor, which is just now not abundant, nor 
likely to be for some months yet, and that the Germans 

»  come with money to buy land, which is now among 
the cheapest things in the market.

G e r m a n  M is s i o n s .— Our whole Church, those of 
her pastors particularly who have the language of these 
people, have an immense interest in the 78,758 who 
have come to this country during the past year, and the 
484,126 who have come to us during the five years last 
past. Are we looking these figures, and the responsi
bilities involved in them, in the face 1 Think of it ! 
Half a million of strangers of one tongue in five 
years !

G e r m a n  M is s i o n s  in the Cincinnati Conference 
flourish very much to the encouragement o f  the super
intendent, Rev, N. Callender, and the missionaries. He 
reports improvement in every department o f the work. 
The same good state is reported of the German mis
sions in Northern Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Indiana, and New-York.

The immigration into this port alone during the 
year, from other countries than Germany and Ireland,
(for which see a foregoing table, is as follows. From

England___ ........  29,502 West Indies.......... 336
Scotland . . . ........  5,063 Nova Scotia.......... 36
Wales.......... ......... 910 Sardinia------------ . 409
France........ ..........  2,967 S outh America. . . . 64
Spain.......... ......... 264 Canada................ . 30
Switzerland. China..................... 10
Holland___ ........  1,789 Sicily...................... 26
Norway___ ......... 62 M exico .................. 11
Sweden___ ........  614 Russia.................... 42
Denmark . . . ........  461 Greece.................. . 1
Italy............ ..........  584 Citizens.......... ........ 44,393
Portugal----- ......... 92 Unknown.............. 243
Belgium----- 431

S w e d i s h M is s io n  a t J a m e s t o w n ,  Erie Confer-
ence.—Brother Bradeburgh writes under date of De
cember 17th : <: This has been a year of rejoicing. At 
Sugar Grove a class of twelve members has been 
raised; classes have also been established at Wrights- 
ville and Columbus. The condition of the society at 
Jamestown is good.”

S c a n d i n a v i a n  (Domestic) Missions in Wisconsin 
are reported by the superintendent, the Rev. A. Cal
lender, to be in a prosperous state. He also reports 
the arrival of a local preacher from our mission in 
Norway, and that he has set him at work on one of his 
circuits which was left to be supplied.

T h e  W e l s h  M i s s i o n  in New-York is making very 
encouraging progress. There is a growing congrega
tion, solemn attention to the word preached, good at
tendance at class, and some increase by conversions.

W e l s h  i n  O n e i d a  C o u n t t , N. Y.—A  revival of 
great interest has been experienced among the Welsh 
inhabitants of the neighborhood of Steuben, Remsen, 
and other places in the County of Oneida, New-York. 
For some weeks past our young brother, Humphrey R. 
Jones, of Wisconsin, late of Wales, G. B., has been 
preaching with great influence, and, through tie out
pouring of the Spirit, an extensive revival has taken 
place among the different Churches of Christ in that 
county. This great awakening commenced in two 
small churches called Ninety-Six and Enlli. In those 
churches a large number were hopefully converted to 
God and joined the Church. Mr. Jones also held re
vival meetings at Sixty and Nant, with great success, 
and those turned to the Lord were counted by scores. 
The editor of the Cenhadur (a Welsh periodical) says 
it was a very affecting scene on Christmas eve, to wit
ness the young converts coming forward in great num
bers, earnestly and soberly, with the tears running, to 
shake hands with Brother Jones as a sign of their de
termination to be faithful unto death. There were but 
few in that large assembly who could stand this beau
tiful and heavenly view without shedding tears. The 
saying of the old members and others was, “  This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” Mr. Jones 
continues to labor among the Churches, preaching the 
Gospel to all everywhere, and, by the blessing of God, 
has been the means of the conversion, it is said, of hun
dreds of the Welsh in Oneida County.

LADIES’ DEPARTMENT.

Extracts from the Journal o f Mrs. Marilla P- Pierce, 
wife o f Rev. II. Pierce, Missionary to India.

June 11, lat. 32° 12'. The winds and the waves are 
bearing us far away from you all, but O how often are 
my thoughts with you. I  did love my home and coun
try, but I  love the poor perishing ones of India, and I 
can say with a free heart I  give up all for Christ.

June 16, lat. 24° 28'. W e saw yesterday on the 
weather bow a vessel with only her mainmast standing. 
Our captain lowered a boat, and with three men went 
alongside of her. She proved to be a bark loaded with 
timber, and had been burned to the water’s edge. She

was from St. John’s, New-Brunswick, with the letters 
“ Bride” on the stern. The captain thought she must 
have been in the water six months.

June 21, lat. 10° 3'. It is the holy Sabbath, and 
my thoughts go back to my native land, to America, 
with its Gospel privileges. A  Sabbath at sea! It 
is a beautiful day. By the kindness of the captain 
we have Service on deck. Mr. Pierce preached from 
“ Ye must be born again-” The crew were nearly 
all present, and quite attentive. In the evening we 
have our usual prayer-meeting in the cabin. O how 
truly do we realize that God is with us on the ocean.

Juty 13, lat. 16° 51', long. 30° 36'. A  very pleasant 
day. Yesterday we had quite an adventure. We were 
out to dine. In the morning we found ourselves in 
company with three other ships all “  outward bound.” 
About twelve o’clock one of them run up her flag, 
which showed her to be an English vessel. We an
swered her, and after a .conversation of some half hour 
by signals, the captain invited us to dinner! The day 
being very pleasant, and the water almost unruffled, 
Captain Storer had the small boat lowered, and with 
Brother Humphrey and Mr. Pierce went over. After a 
half hour or so, our captain returned with two ladies, 
and insisted on our returning with them to dinner. 
We accordingly put on our bonnets, got into the boa.t, 
and were soon rowed by four sturdy sailors over the 
dark blue wave to “ The Southern Cross.” W e had a 
very good dinner and a pleasant time. W e spent 
about an hour on board and then returned, well pleased 
with the novelty of going but to dine on the ocean !

July 27. Yesterday was the Sabbath. It was so cold 
that we could not have service on deck. W e read a 
sermon in the cabin, and had prayer-meeting in the 
evening.

I must stop writing, as it is bed-time, and I  must go 
to my shelf. O for a good wide bed and large room 
for sleeping.

July 29. Quite a surprise to-day. This morning I 
brought the babe out as usual into the cabin to dress 
her, when we shipped a sea on the upper deck, the 
water smashing in the skylight and pouring into the 
cabin, wave after wave, directly on to the table which 
was set for breakfast, scattering the dishes and pouring 
on to the baby and myself. I was sitting to the lee
ward of the captain’s chair. The lurch of the ship 
threw me against the side of the cabin, and then back 
with violence. By the time I had been thrown back 
twice, the sea pouring directly on to us through the 
broken light, Mr. Pierce had rushed from the room and 
caught me firmly in his arms. We escaped with a 
good wetting, and after changing, and getting the 
water out of the cabin, we had a good laugh over the 
fortunes of the sea.

September 19. We have arrived at the Land’s Head, 
only two hundred miles from Calcutta, and received 
our pilot, and with him the sad intelligence of the in
surrection in India ! By the papers we learn that Ba
reilly, where we had fondly hoped to live and work for 
Christ, has been the scene of a most terrible massacre ! 
Our hearts bleed for our dear superintendent, Brother 
Butler and family. None can help us but God.

September 22. We are in Calcutta! and, strange to 
say, at our own home! Mr. Stewart has engaged a 
house for us, put furniture into it, and found servants 
for us. so that we are liviug quite comfortably ! I can
not describe my feelings to you. It seems like a 
strange providence that has sent us to this country at 
the present time, but still my heart does not fail me ! 
I do not say that I  have no sad hours ; but I do say 
that my trust is in God, and that I am still willing to 
give myself entirely to the missionary work, to which I 
most firmly believe God has called us. If it is the will 
of God that we should be cut off, his will be done ! If 
we fall, I  pray that many may be found willing to take 
our places. This, we trust, is only the forerunner of 
better times. India must be converted.

There is one item which I wish to mention particu
larly. In every instance the native Christians have re
mained firm, choosing rather to die than deny Christ. 
This is encouraging. The,poor Hindoo, when he once 
tastes of the love of God, prizes it more than life.

October 6. We have now been two weeks in India, 
and are all well, for which we feel very thankful. We 
find the weather exceedingly warm, as it is just the 
close of the rainy season ; but by keeping rather quiet, 
and with the use of punkhas, we get along quite well. 
We have obtained books, and commenced the study of 
the language in earnest.

I am not sorry I am here! By the help of my heav
enly Father I hope to labor many years yet to come for 
these dark minds ; and O how earnestly do I pray for 
stars in the crown of my rejoicing from poor India!

We have been received here with the greatest 
kindness.

We have just received a letter from Brother Butler. 
He is still at Almorah. Speaking of his sufferings he 
says: "  Far from thinking it a privation or trial, it 
seems to me to be an honor, a privilege, that I have 
been permitted to suffer for Christ’s sake, and to be al
lowed to say in so literal a sense, ‘ for whom I have
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suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dross, that I may win Christ and be found o f  him.’ I 
would not,, if I had the power, change a single fact in 
the past year, nor lift o ff from my heart a single grief 
that has been laid upon it. O no, it was all for Christ 
Jesus my Lord, and blessed be his name. I have 
seemed to live ten years in the last on e ! You will 
smile when I  tell you that I  have become quite gray. 
Every second hair is of that color, but, praise God, it is 
all right.”

SEAMEN’S DEPARTMENT.

S w e d i s h  M i s s i o n  i n  t h e  B e t h e l  S h i p .— The 
meetings in this mission during the holidays are 
usually crowded. The watch-night was a season of 
great interest, and was indeed a time of the renewing 
o f the covenant. The pastor, in magnifying the grace 
o f  God which hath been shed upon that mission, stated 
that there are now forty-one laborers or missionaries 
the fruit o f  that mission.

S e a m e n ’ s  B e t h e l , Cherry-street, New-York, under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. W . P. Corbit, is having 
a most gracious ingathering o f precious souls.

T h e  S a i l o r s ’ H o m e , under the care of Captain 
Tracy, a local preacher in our Church, is just now 
quite a Bethel for souls.

T h e  C h a p l a i n s  of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society, at the present time laboring abroad, are as 
follows:

On the Baltic Coasts.—Norway, Mr. F. L. H. Rym- 
ker: Sweden, Mr. J. Lindelius; Copenhagen, Den
mark, Rev. P. E. Ryding.

On the Coasts o f  France.—Havre, Rev. E.N . Sawtell; 
Marseilles, Rev. M. J. Mayers.

On the Coasts o f  South America.— Aspinwall, Rev. J. 
Rowell; Rio Janeiro, vacant; Valparaiso, Rev. D. 
Trumbull.

In Polynesia.—Honolulu, Rev. S. C. Damon; La- 
haina, Rev. S. E. Bishop; Hilo, Rev. T. Coan, A . B. 
C. F. M .; Ascension Island, missionaries.

China.—Hong Kong, Rev. J. C. Beecher.

M a r i n e  D is a s t e r s  i n  D e c e m b e r .—The number 
o f American sea-going vessels reported lost in the 
month o f December, amount to iwenty-one of all 
classes.

The value of those totally lost (including the miss
ing) is in the neighborhood o f six hundred thousand 
dollars. This does not include their cargoes, some of 
which were very valuable.

The loss of life in these casualties has fortunately 
not been large, numbering altogether not over thirty 
persons.

A r r i v a l s  a t  N e w - Y o r k  f r o m  F o r e i g n  P o r t s  

i n  1857.—American 2,802, British 715, French 16, 
Bremen 121, Hamburg 66, Swedish 11, Austrian 4, 
Norwegian 13, Italian 3, Danish 16, Russian 3, Dutch 
17, Belgian 10, Prussian 8, Neapolitan 5, Sardinian 2, 
Genoese 1, Mexican 3, Portuguese 15, Granadian 1, 
Oldenburg 26, Spanish 24, Mecklenburg 5, Hanoverian 
4, Brazilian 2, Chilian 1, Venezuelan s ,  Sicilian 8, 
Tuscan 1, Equador 1, Peruvian 1, Dominican 1. 
Total, 3,908.

C o m m e r c e  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a . — The number o f 
arrivals o f  foreign vessels at the port o f  Philadelphia, 
for the year 1857, was 499; e f  coastwise, 31,201. 
Total, 31,700.

Y OUTH’S ̂ DEPARTMENT.   ____
T h e  P r i s o n e r  f o r  L i f e  ; or, T h e  P o w e r  o f  a  

H y m n .— Ti-anslatedfrom the Swedish.
A n d e r s  S y e n s s o n  is the name o f a prisoner for 

life in the Castle of Christianstadt. He was born in 
the parish o f Bleknig, is in prison for stealing for the 
fourth time, and is about forty years of age.

About six weeks ago he seized an opportunity to es
cape. swam across the broad Helga River, and escaped 
his pursuers in a thick fog. He first made for Bleknig, 
where he was provided by his friends with clothes and 
some money, but could not get a pass, or any kind of 
certificate. Thereafter he seized a horse in the field, 
after having first stolen a bridle, and rode back to 
Christianstadt, where he let the horse go, and hid the 
bridle in a stack of straw. His plan was to steal from 
a merchant in the town, who was supposed to have 
much money. When he found that this was in the 
meantime impossible, he got oat of the town, and again
took a horse, on which he rode to the parish of Q ,
where he let the horse go.

A t the post-horse station there he spent his last pence 
in buying-some food, and made up his mind that next 
night he would go down the chimney of the same house, 
and after coming to the kitchen, would provide himself 
with whatever he could lay his hands on. This was on 
Monday, 13th October, 1856. While waiting for mid
night, he wandered in the evening in the'neighborhood 
of the inn, and stopped at a cottage where he thought 
he heard the sound of singing. Curiosity drew him 
nearer to the window, where he heard a man and 
woman singing the following hymn, which is well 
known to many of the children of God in Skania:

“  How blessed, all our mourning past,
To land on Canaan’s quiet shore !

The Father’s bosom reach’d at last,
A  home where tears shall fall no more.

Safe on the Bridegroom’s breast to be,
Our weary watch and warfare o’er,

From sin and death forever free—
How sweet to land on Canaan’s shore!

“ How sweet e’en now to taste the bliss 
My Saviour gives me here below J

But O ! to see him as he is,
The glories now unknown to know !

To taste and see how good God is,
O ! glory more than earth can show;

How sweet e’en now to taste that bliss,
While yet a stranger here below!”

These sweet and simple words pierced to the joints 
and marrow o f the poor criminal. Suddenly he thought 
he heard some one coming. Hastily springing over a 
wall, a large stone tumbled off and crushed his foot 
But he could not help again immediately going back to 
hear more of the words which had so taken hold upon 
him. When the voices ceased, and the light was put 
out, and he again stood alone with his own thoughts, 
he felt that it was impossible for him to steal any longer. 
All his plan was given up. Conscience was awakened. 
He thought that he might be killed while committing 
a crime, and then be one o f Satan’s prisoners through a 
miserable eternity.

He fled into the forest, and lay there all Tuesday 
and Wednesday. He knew not what to do. He began 
to freeze with cold, for he had no stockings on his feet. 
Hunger pressed him still more, for his provisions were 
exhausted. When the joyful birds flew and sang 
among the trees, and wanted nothing, he thought how 
much better they deserved it than he. Yet he felt it 
impossible for him to go far away from the village 
where he had heard those wonder-working words of 
the hymn. A t last his condition became altogether 
intolerable. About ten o’clock on the Wednesday 
night he saw a light in the cottage. The people were 
busy with their household work. Firmly resolving, he 
goes to the door, and enters. He asks, “  Is the master 
of the house .here ? I am an escaped prisoner from 
Christianstadt Lay hold on m e; but give me some 
meat, for I am hungry. I will do you no evil. Give 
me lodging for the night. I am a prisoner for life ; but 
I am weary with stealing. I  have heard your song, and 
I  can steal no more. What hymn was it ? I  will hear 
it yet once more.”

The household consisted o f a brother and sister with 
their mother, an aged widow. It was her son Jans, and 
her daughter Anna, who had sung the hymn on the 
Monday evening.

Jans now asked the stranger whether he had any 
deadly weapon about him. He immediately gave up 
his razor, a clasp-knife, and a walking stick. A t his 
request the same hymn was sung again which bad so 
deeply affected him. They also read to him a little 
tract about a sea-boy. He at last broke out with the 
words: “  Now I understand, that however great a sin
ner a man has been, it is possible for him to escape 
eternal punishment.”

He now had explained to him, in a simple way, the 
joyful tidings o f  salvation. With great gladness he

said that he now began to understand something of 
God’s way for man to be saved. He had heard a little 
about it before, but could never understand it.

A  bed was prepared for him. In the morning he 
was provided with stockings by his kind friends. He 
said that he would willingly walk to town on foot; 
only that he wished that near the town they would 
procure a horse and cart, and drive him in, bound with 
ropes; “ because,” he said, “  the other prisoners would 
mock me without end, if any of them saw me come in 
of my own free will and without fetters.”

A  wagon-cart was got, but fetters could not be pro
cured. Jans accompanied him on the way, and Anders 
listened with deep attention to all he spoke to him 
about the kingdom of God. When he came to the 
stack of straw, where he had hid the bridle, he asked to 
get it that it might be given back to the owner. They 
then proceeded toward the town.

It now turned out just as he had feared. The whole 
gang of prisoners at work met him, and broke out into 
a laugh the moment the wagon stopped at the police 
office. On entering the office, Jans tells that the pris
oner had come to his house on the afternoon of the day 
before, and had himself wished to be apprehended, and 
asked for some food. When the sheriff heard this he 
thought further examination needless, as the stolen 
horse and the bridle had already been restored to their 
owners, and the prisoner himself had returned to 
prison.

He was immediately ordered to solitary confinement 
for a fortnight, as a punishment for attempting to es
cape. Jans has since sought opportunity to visit him, 
but in vain. And it is to be feared that the influence 
of the truth may have already given way, under the 
companionship of his fellow-prisoners.

We hope that the Society for Prisoners in Christian
stadt will not forget him. May every one who reads 
this, and has been taught by the Spirit of God to pray, 
pray for the poor prisoner!—From Children's Tract fm  
December, 1856, published in Stockholm,

M I S C E L L A N E O U S .

W h a t  s o m e  M e n  d o  t o  m a i n t a in  t h e  C a u s e  

o p  C h r i s t .—A  brother in moderate circumstances, in 
a thriving town o f Wisconsin, and where there are but 
twelve male members and a few sisters, and nearly all 
in decidedly straitened circumstances—here that broth
er thought Methodism ought to do something. A c
cordingly he led off in a church-building enterprise, 
and they have a church and parsonage worth some 
thing over $3,500, with an indebtedness to the brother 
deferred to o f ©1,500, and still he gives from $150 to 
$200 per annum regularly for the support of the 
Gospel.

T h e  P r o d u c i n g  C l a s s e s  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ;  o r ,  

W h o  a r e  t h e  L a b o r e r s ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e i r  

W o r k  ?— The editor of the Christian Advocate and 
Journal, in some most timely articles, calls the atten
tion of the Church to the following facts, to which we 
invite the attention of Christian citizens who would 
have our land become Immanuel’s land :

We saw in a late article the American Tract Society, 
with its 659 colporteurs, visiting 639,193 families, scat
tering 690,793 volumes a year; the American Sunday- 
School Union, with its 324 colporteurs, circulating 
its religious literature to the amount o f hundreds o f 
thousands of pages annually; the Board of Publication 
of the (Old School) Presbyterian Church, with its 173 
colporteurs, visiting 79,092 families, and distributing 
180,633 volumes a year; the American Baptist Publi
cation Society, with its 114 colporteurs, visiting 73,314 
families, and distributing 38,829 volumes j that, besides 
all the spirited measures of the Congregationalists, the 
New School Presbyterians, the Episcopalians, the Ger
man Reformed, and the Unitarians, many of whose 
publishing houses and distributing agencies are rising 
into great strength, the 1,270 colporteurs of the four 
great societies named were visiting nearly a million of 
families every year, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and from British America to the great Gulf, and dis-/ 
tributing innumerable tracts, and at least a million of 
volumes annually.

By the side, o f these we had, by the last General 
Conference, 208 colporteurs and agents, distributing for 
the year nearly 136,000 volumes, and more than
12,000,000 pages of tracts, visiting about 180,000 fami
lies, and with a catalogue of about 800 publications in 
English, German, French, and Scandinavian, about 100 
of them volumes, and an aggregate of more than 
$40,000 contributions for the year.

Was the overthrow of these results a work befitting 
us in this age1
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Does our itinerancy in large cities, in this for ex
ample, supersede such tract labors ? Does it differ es
sentially fiom the pastorate of other Churches here ? 
W e have city missions, but so do other denominations; 
yet, besides them, they are doing a mighty work with 
their tract operations, while we did comparatively 
notíiing till ours was lately organized, and should do 
nothing at all if the opposition to our new scheme 
should prevail.

There are over 400,000 people in the city of New- 
York who do not attend Divine worship, for whom 
there are no churches, and whose spiritual wants give 
them the least concern. The New-York City Tract 
Society, by their 30 agents, who go into the lanes, by
ways. and alleys, to dispense the word of God wherever 
they can find hearers, hold over 2,000 religious meet
ings annually. Through their one thousand visitors, 
who make monthly visits to the homes of the poor, over
12,000, such visits are annually made, and these visitors 
not only furnish the needy with spiritual food, but also, 
by the assistance of the Society for improving the con
dition of the poor, supply them with food for the body. 
These laborers watch over the sick, console the down
cast, and soothe the dying. To the haunts of crime, 
the homes of wretchedness, where darkness and disease 
abide, these good Samaritans go without fear. This 
society distributes annually over one million of evan
gelical tracts. They annually induce over 2,000 per
sons to attend Divine worship; more than 2,000 
children are yearly gathered into Sabbath schools, and 
over 250 persons are led to unite with the Church of 
God. Since this society began its good work over 
6^)00 persons have been induced to join the Christian 
Church, and it is said that the society had directly and 
indirectly brought over 60,000 into fellowship with 
Christ.

P a p e r s .— The Advocate and Journal, and the other 
General Conference papers, do each of them con
tain valuable notices of the books published by Carlton 
and Porter, and by Swormstedt and Poe. W e do not 
ourselves understand how any family connected with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church goes unpersuaded of 
the pastor to take one or other of these papers. They 
are great educators in the best sense of the word. 
The missionary cause, and every true interest of the 
Church, are greatly indebted to them. This is more 
and more the case, and we are to believe that the best 
supporters of Christ’s kingdom among us are those 
who take the papers.

The Missionary Telescope is the organ of the “ Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the United Brethren 
in Christ” The first number is before us. The so
ciety was conceived in 1852. Six hundred and fifty-six 
dollars were pledged at the Sandusky Conference to 
start the Denominational or Parent Society, which was 
regularly formed in May, 1853. The corresponding 
secretary is the only salaried officer; he receives five 
hundred dollars, all told.

The administration of the society seems to be after 
the manner of our own. They have mission confer
ences, missions to Oregon, Kansas, Missouri, Minne
sota, Wisconsin, Canada West, Western Virginia, 
Kentucky, and a German mission conference in Ohio 
and Indiana; they have also two missionaries in 
Africa.

The United Brethren Missionary Society has not 
been idle during the past four years of its history. It 
has under its care nine mission conferencesr four mis
sions, (including numerous stations.) and seventy mis
sionaries.

The paper is published at Dayton, Ohio. The Board 
appropriated twelve thousand dollars for their missions 
at home and abroad, for 1857-8.

The Sunday-School Advocate.—Parents, do you take 
it for your children ? If not, do not delay to get it. 
No other paper is worth so much for them.

T he G e r m a n  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  contributed last 
year for foreign missions, as appears from the report 
of the treasurer, SI,303 65. This Church puts its for
eign missionary funds into the treasury o f the Ameri
can Board, and co-operates with that Board. Rev. Mr. 
Schneider, missionary among the Armenians at Aintab, 
Syria, is a member of the German Reformed Church.

P o s t a g e  t o  M i s s i o n a r i e s . — Our manner of for
warding letters to missionaries in the foreign fields is, 
to send by the first ship leaving any of the ports of the 
United States after the receipt o f the letter; but if the 
letters come addressed to us in an envelope, having the 
stamps on the letter designed to go forward, we imme
diately put such letters in the post-office, and they go 
forward by the first steamer. Rates o f postage: Bre
men, Germany, 10 cents; Buenos Ayres, 45 cents; 
China, 33 cents; Constantinople, 40 cents; Denmark, 
35 cents; East Indies, 88 cents; France, 30 cents; 
Great Britain and Ireland, 24 cents; Norway, 46 cents; 
Sweden, 42 cents; Varna, in Turkey, 40 cents.

Postage on Newspapers.— That the friends may be 
saved from imposing expense on the missionaries or 
upon us, we have to say that all papers should be pre
paid to New-York; and if it be the desire of the sender 
that they go immediately forward by mail, then upon 
all papers for Germany, Scandinavia, and Turkey, six 
cents each paper; eight cents for the East Indies; and 
four cents each for Africa and for China.

I m p o r t a n t  t o  P o s t m a s t e r s .— The Postmaster 
General has recently decided, that if postmasters do 
not give publishers of newspapers notice that their 
papers remain in the post-office, without being taken 
out by the subscribers, within five weeks, they are 
liable for pay.

C h r i s t i e  C h a p e l , C i n c i n n a t i , O h i o .—From a 
letter before us we learn, that they took up an extra 
collection for the missionary cause amounting to $145, 
and that this amount, added to their regular annual 
collection, makes a total for the conference year of 
Si,233 83. The certificates referred to in the letter are 
on their way.

S a n  FRANcrsco.— The decease of Rev. E. Merchant 
is matter of sorrow there and here. He was a precious, 
useful, and promising young minister of our Lord.

C e n s u s .—By the census just completed, it appears 
that there are m the city of San Francisco 9,024 chil
dren; being 2,498 boys and 2,572 girls of the whites, 
and 114 colored children. There are here 2G5 orphans. 
Of these children, 7,531 are described as being of the 
United States, 533 of England, 119 of Ireland, 145 of 
France, 302 of Germany, 141 of Mexico and South 
America, 11 from Italy, and 18 from China.

L i b e r a l .—Is there no mistake in the last item of 
$25,000 per annum1? W e give the paragraph as we 
find it in the New-York Observer:

In connection with the new Episcopal University of 
the South, it is stated that Col. Isaac Croom, of 
Greensborough, Alabama, has offered to endow a pro
fessorship with $2,000 per annum during his life, and 
with 825,000 at his death; that Dr. Warren, of Eden- 
ton, North Carolina, has subscribed $25,000 ; and that 
Col. John Armfield, of Warren County, Tennessee, has 
engaged to give $25,000 per annum during life.

A  gentleman from Tennessee told us, since the above 
was in type, that the colonel is well able to give the 
$25,000 per annum.—E d .

W i l l  o f  t h e  l a t e  J o h n  J o h n s .—This gentle
man, who was well known throughout the country as 
one of great excellence and benevolence, who contrib
uted during his long life large sums to the various be
nevolent institutions, died at his farm, on Long Green, 
Maryland, a few days since, at an advanced age. His 
will was left at the Register’s office, at Tawsontown. 
He bequeathed to the

Maryland Colonization Society, $1,000, and an an
nuity of 824.

To the Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary 
and High School of Virginia, $15,000.

To the Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Diocese of Ohio, $15,000.

To the American Bible Society, $10,000.
To the American Tract Society, $10,000.

To the Protestant Evangelical Society for the Pro
motion of Evangelical Knowledge in New-York, 
$ 10,000.

To the Rev. H. V. D. Johns, o f Baltimore, his splen
did farm, stock, and everything just .as when he died. 
Also, all the remainder of his large estate, after willing 
his two sisters an annuity of $367 during their life
time.

His negroes he manumits at once. Dr. Johns and 
his son are the executors of the will.

L a n d s  o f  D a r k n e s s  a n d  H a b i t a t i o n s  o f  

C r u e l t y . —Here are three items :
A  Missionary of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

Rev. R. Nelson, writes from India :
Going into the city, saw a man making a pilgrimage 

from the Hoong Mcaou (Red Temple on the Race 
Course) to the “ Zung Woon Meaou," the principal 
temple of the city, a distance of over a mile, and at 
every three steps kneeling down and knocking his head 
against a little stool he carried in his hand. The pro
fessed object, stated on a card on his back, being to 
protest his innocence to heaven and earth of a charge 
of stealing, which had been made against him. This 
practice is sometimes resorted to by way of exciting 
pity and getting money.

Again:
In our walk we met a poor beggar almost naked, 

shivering with cold, and whose motion was to drag her
self along, as if paralyzed below her hips, and examin
ing closely, found she had no tongue, it having been 
cut out. This is sometimes done here by the authori
ties, when a person spreads a report calculated to bring 
trouble.

India.—Sepoy cruelty.—We regret to state that a 
young lady, the daughter of a highly respected clergy
man of this city, who married a gentleman connected 
with the Indian service about a year since, has just re
turned, not only widowed, but terribly mutilated. The 
Sepoys have cut her tongue out and inflicted other in
juries.—Bristol Mirror.

B r i t i s h  G u ia n a .—Berbice.—It will be in the rec
ollection of our readers, that in the early part of the 
year 1857 cholera prevailed in this colony to an alarm
ing extent, of which some interesting particulars were 
given at the time. Rev. Mr. Roome writes :

An affecting circumstance occurred there. Just be
fore the pestilence came, the people, in high spirits, and 
of their own free-will, had carried more than ten thou
sand feet of boards, etc., from the water side, to make 
the new chapel. After no long time, some thirty of 
them were in coffins made out of the very same boards.
1 should add, that at Hanover, when in the depth of 
their distress, the Rev. Mr. Dalgleish, A. Winter, R. 
Barnes, and — Perrot, Esquires, came over from New 
Amsterdam, and brought blankets, bedding, medicines, 
etc., for the patients. *

Some were most providentially rescued from the 
jaws of death. One day, just as I was mounting my 
horse to visit Hanover, a person came to tell me that 
one of my deacons was very severely seized. As he 
was one of the very few who had a medical man, and 
as I could not attend him until my return, I ordered 
the doctor to be sent for instantly ; while on my jour
ney I hailed some of my most trusty men to attend to 
the deacon. Constant attention was paid to him from
2 P.M. till midnight, when I left him happily out of 
danger. Thus, through the mercy of God, the life of 
the sufferer was preserved.

Not so, however, in the case of Edward Richard, an 
amiable Christian African, one of those rescued from 
captivitv. He had been paying earnest attention to a 
dying neighbor of his. He left late at night in a pro
fuse perspiration, took cold, and a messenger came to 
inform me he was very ill. I was soon at his bedside. 
Some forty or fifty other rescued Africans were in and 
around the house. I directed and stimulated opera
tions, and in turn, six or eight persons' at a time made 
a vigorous application of the usual remedial measures. 
Weil, we labored to our utmost for hours. I endeav
ored, meanwhile, to cheer the dying man and his coun
trymen, until he got into a tine glow, when we made 
sure the danger was over. As I had ii call to attend 
another patient just seized, I left Richard for that pur
pose. In half an hour a person came to tell me Rich
ard was worse, and only waiting to see me before he 
left the world. I hastened to his bed-side and found it 
onlv too true. He exclaimed, ‘‘ I know that the blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ clennscth from all sinj and it 
has cleansed me from mine.” He added, “  I do not 
want to stay anv longer in this world ; I want to go to 
our Lord J'esus'Christ.” On hearing this dying testi- 
mony his countrvmen burst into toavs. And, indeed, 
the scene iWas deeply affecting. 1 hastily made his 

! will, which he signed, and soon after died in peace.
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S y r i a .—“  What hath God wrought f M— Ten years ago 

the first missionary who visited Aintab, in Syria, was 
driven away and stoned. Now there are two hundred 
and eighteen believers in Christ, preaching three times 
on the Sabbath, and three times during the week, from 
two to four hundred persons attend the monthly concert, 
and the female prayer-meeting consists of more attend
ants than all the female members o f the Church.

S T A T I S T I C S .
T he M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e s  o p  

t h e  M .E. C h u r c h .— The following interesting Church 
statistics we glean from the General Minutes, recently 
published by Messrs. Carlton & Porter, New-York. 
The entire 'membership of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is 820,519, being an increase o f 20,192 over last 
year. The number of adult baptisms during the year 
was 27,583, and the number of infant baptisms 27,379. 
The number of traveling preachers is 6,134, and the 
number o f  local preachers 7,169. The number of 
churches is 8,335; and the probable value of these and 
the parsonages is estimated at $17,908,184. The be
nevolent contributions o f the Church during the year 
are as follows: Missionary Society, 8226,697; Tract 
Society, $24,728; American Bible Society, $46,610; 
Sunday-School Union, $13,250. The number of 
scholars in Sunday schools is 591,468. Among the 
membership, 8,462 have died within the year, and 46 
among the traveling preachers. The book abounds 
with valuable statistics, and no member o f  the Church, 
and especially no minister, should be without it.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  R e f o r m  B o o k  a n d  T b a c t  S o 

c i e t y  has recently issued its annual report. During 
the past year 814 volumes of books and 200,060 pages 
o f  tracts have been distributed gratuitously, which, at 
colportage prices, amount to $307. This society has 
now on its catalogue thirty-six. tracts and twenty books, 
amounting to 3,300 pages.

R a t i o  o f  D e a t h s  in the four great cities is thus 
given by the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. It is by 
taking the deaths for 1857, and making the ratio on 
the basis of the population for 1850:

Deaths. Population. Batio.
Philadelphia   10,950 . . . .  408,000 ------  1 to 37
New-York.............. 23,370 . . . .  515,000 ____ 1 to 22
Baltimore............. 5,524 -----  170,000 -----  1 to 31
Boston.......................4,005 -----  137,000 ___  1 to 34

“ S i n , w h e n  i t  i s  f i n i s h e d , b r i n g e t h  f o r t h  

D e a t h .” — W e may rather wonder that there are not 
more than one thousand eight hundred and ninety crim
inals in the New-York state prisons, perhaps, than that 
there are so many; but whatever view we take of the 
matter, friends o f Sunday schools, (and all good citizens 
should be such,) friends o f Christ who would fain do the 
things that are pleasing to him, may see that much, 
very much work is to be done in home mission efforts, 
to prevent the eternal death that inevitably awaits the 
transgressor:

Annual Report o f the Inspectors o f Slate Prisons.— The 
annual report of Messrs. Brown, Russell, and Bailey, 
prison inspectors, was presented to the Legislature.

The following table sets forth the number of convicts 
at the close of the fiscal year eqding September 30, 
1857:

Sing Sing. Auburn. Clinton. Total.
.Number remaining in 

prison at the close
of the year..............  973 643 274 1,890

Total received daring 
the y e a r . . . . . . . . . .  378 238 117 733

Total discharged dur
ing the y ear  320 340 152 712
The earnings of the various prisons were as fol

lows :
Sing Sing.— Contract earnings, $84,302 39; miscel

laneous earnings, including increase of value of prop
erty, $28,576 29.

Auburn.—Contract earnings, $63,999 53; miscella
neous earnings, $8,119 93.

Clinton.—Contract earnings, $24,553 03; miscella
neous earnings, inclifaing increase in the value of 
property, $20,972 23.

Total amount of earnings, available and unavailable, 
in all the prisons, $230,522 50.

The earnings of the female convicts at Sing Sing 
were $3,273 90; expenses, $6,798 41 ; balance against 
the Statfe, $3,524 51.

Total amount of expenditures for all the prisons, 
$205,512 67. ,

Earnings over expenditure^ for ordinary support, 
$29,009 83.

Available and unavailable earnings over expenses 
of all kinds, $2,082 23.

T H E  T R E A S U R Y .
T h e  T r e a s u r e r  has as great a variety among his 

friends as any other man, and enjoys their good-humor 
as well as any other man; “ only,” as he says, “  get 
us out of debt!”  Eagles or Turkeys!  are equally ac
ceptable with him. See, here is one o f the curious 
notes he received; it came from the Green Mountains, 
and off the thanksgiving table; the writer -says: “ Be
hold our turkeys toward the payment o f the missionary 
debt.” Six dollars.

The editors are doing us good service, and that con
tinually, and the people up to this time swell the sub
scription list, and send means besides to .them for the 
missionary treasury. One o f them has just sent forty 
dollars. May this tide rise on, and ebb not until ed
itors. and treasurers, and missionaries meet at the con
fluence of all the currents of good at the city of God.

“A  monthly subscription ” o f ten dollars has come to 
hand: he says: “  I f  I  can continue to do so, I  shall feel 
it a matter of gratitude.”  Let it not cause you grief 
overmuch, brother, that you are obliged to see what 
you d o ; better days come on apace.

“ Explanations" we care not so much for, as what 
you send us. Continue to remit the money; we will 
pay the drafts. You will rejoice with us, and have 
only to say to the people, Go forward, the kingdoms 
and the people are the Lord’s.

'■•The first received,”  and that from a female, and so it 
goes ; may it so continue to go, and we shall suffer no 
lack. Ten dollars.

11 Cannot collect ” enough to pay his way, but sends us 
something to pay the missionary debt, and promises 
more. May his “ collections ”  improve.

li Answer you."— Well, we think you show true filial 
piety, and true love for the Saviour, and give as nearly 
your all in this direction as any poor girl ought to do. 
Your five dollars will doubtless return again, if not in 
kind, yet in worth.

From another and his wife, twenty-five dollars, al
though they have recently suffered a severe loss; but, 
say these, the mission must be sustained.

“  F ish er—Fisher! That at first sounds oddly, but 
he is “ a Fisher o f men,”  and if he chooses to fish for 
missionary money, as he seems to have been doing, 
even so ; we need him and all the fruit of his toil.

“  Send you a receipt.”—It is just as cheap, and a great 
deal better, to send you the Advocate and Journal, in 
which you ■will see your money acknowledged. W e 
thought you took the paper.

“ The jewelry,” which comes to hand for the purpose 
of replenishing the treasury, indicates quite an awaken
ing in the right direction.

“ A  free-will offering” comes from a brother who 
writes: “  I  read your appeal for the missionary cause, 
and as deeply as I felt moved to respond, yet personal 
financial embarrassment prompted me to turn a deaf 
ear at the time, thinking I  would contribute my mite 
another time. But God’s cause must be sustained, and 
while I tiy to pray for it, I  must also give to it. Please 
accept the fifty dollars sent with this as a free-will 
offering.”

“ Abandoned tobacco”  and as the result of his savings, a 
mechanic sends us five dollars for the missionary cansc.

A  preacher sends five for himself and five for his 
wife; he has an income of but three hundred and sixty 
dollars per annum, upon which he supports his family, 
consisting of three members.
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